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INTEODUCTION 


• • PEELIMINARY CHAPTER. 

OF THE PEESENT WORK. 

• • 

1. Tins Edition of the New Testament is undertaken with a view 
to put the English reader, whose knowledge is confined to our own 
language, in possession of some of the principal results of the labom’s of 
critics and scholars on the sacred text. 

2. There are of course very many cases whore this cannot be done. 

The English reader must be content to remain in ignorance of all those 
minute niceties of meaning and connexion, whicli de 2 :)end on the im])ort 
of the constructions and the particles in a language far surj^assing our 
own in its power of expressing the varying shades and slightest turns of 
thought. • 

3. Bu^it is believed that there are far more cases, where there is no 
reason why these results should not be imparted to him. And the more 
we value the inspired word of God, the more anxious ought we to be, 
that all shoidd possess every help to ensure the purity of its text, and to 
clear up its true meaning. 

4. In the juesent state of the English reader’s knowledge of his Bi])le, 
there are two great obstacles to the attainment of these ends. The one 
consists in his ignorance of the variations of reading in the ancient 
authoiities from which the sacred text is derived : the other in his 
ignorance of the existence of other and often indisputably better render- 
ings of the sacred text than that which the version before him gives. 
Our Authorized Version is, as a translation, of high excellence, and is 
never to be thought of by Englishmen without reverence, and gratitude 
to Almighty God. But it is derived very often from readings of the 
Greek which are not based on the authority of our best ancient wit- 
nesses ; and it frequently gives an inadequate rendering of the text 
which it professes to translate. 

5. The principal instances of both these imperfections it is the object 
VoL. I. — a 



Lt^TRODUCTION.] OF THE PEESENT WOEK. [PEELIMIIfAEY 


of the present Edition to enable the English reader to correct for himself. 
Words and passages, which in our Authorized Version are wrongly read 
or inadequately rendered, are printed in italics in the text, the true 
reading or rendering being pointed out, in the margin, below, in the same 
type as the rest of the text. Besides this, in cases where the principal 
ancient authorities differ about the reading of the text, the variation is 
stated in the margin. 

6. Marginal notices are also appended in some cases where antiquated 
terms, or expressions generE&ly misunderstood, are used in J)he Authorized 
Version. 

7. The notes are mainly an adaptation and abridgment of those in my 
Edition of the Greek Testament. Additions are sometimes made to 
those notes, where further explanations, of a nature sifitabl# to the 
English reader, seemed to be required. 

8. The marginal references are adapted and abridged from those found 
in our ordinary English Bibles. I found, on examination, tl^t many 
of these were either irrelevant or superfluous, and tliat sometimes passages 
the most important for elucidation were not adduced at all. It may be 
well to mention that the parallel places in the Gospels are not cited on 
the margin, being systematically given at the head of each paragraph in 
the notes. 

9. Itois necessary, at a time when there is so much unsettled opinion 
respecting the authority of Scripture, to state plainly in the outset, the 
belief of the Editor on that point, and the principles on which his work 
has been undertaken. 

10. I regard the Canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to 
have been given by inspiration of Almighty God, and in this lespect to 
differ from all other books in the world. I rest this my belief on the 
consent of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church, and on evidence furnished by 
those books themselves b 

11. I find that it has pleased God to deliver His revelation of Himself 
to man, which is contained in those books, by the vehicles of human 
testimony^ hwman speech, and human writing. All the phaenomena neces- 
sarily incident to these human vehicles I consequently expect, and find, 
in our sacred books as we have them. 

12. Their writers testified that which was true. The Spirit of Truth 
dwelt in them specially for this purpose. But He did not divest their 
testimony of its human character. Their peculiar styles and manners of 
writing were not taken away, nor their disposition to record pecuhar 
facts, and to note different aspects of the truth. Each holy man set 
down that which he had seen or heard, or which he found in trustworthy 

^ I have treated of this matter more formally and in detail farther on, in Chap. I. 
§ vi. of this Introduction. But I have considered it desirable besides, to publish a 
general statement in the preliminary account of this English edition. 

2 ] 
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record, or heard from competent witnesses ; and in this remembrance or 
selection, he was guided specially by the Holy Spirit. But each man 
reported, and each man selected, according to his own personal charac- 
teristics of thought, and feeling. Any one who can read the Gos])el and 
Epistles of St. J ohn, and doubt this, would seem tg me to read to little 
purpose indeed. . 

13. A very ^important result of this may be thus stated. The two, 
three, or four. Gospel records of the same event are each of them 
separately trueb: written by men divinely guided into truth, and relating 
facts whjjch happened, and as they happened. If we could now see the 
whole details of the event, we should also see that each narrative is true, 
and how it is true. But, not seeing the whole details of the event, and 
having dhly ttese two, three, or four, independent accounts, we must be 
prepared sometimes to find, that they appear to be discrepant the one 
from the otl:^r : and we must not expect that we can reconcile such 
appareni# discrepancies. It is a case where we must walk by faith, not 
by appearance. One day we may, and one day I firmly believe we shall, 
see the event with all its details as it happened, and shall be permitted to 
glorify God for the Truth of His holy Word in every particular; but 
that day is not yet come. 

14. This is the belief, and these are the principles, on which I have 
recognized and dealt with what appear to mo the undeniable tipparent 
discrepancies in detail between some of the Gospel narratives. I have 
never attempted to force them into accordance. I shrink from doing so, 
and I see no end gained by doing so. On the other hand, I believe the 
confignation of the faith, gained by the testimony which these discre- 
pancies ffirnish to the absolute independence of the narratives, to be of 
infinitely more importance, than would be the most complete piecing 
together of them into one apparently harmonious whole. 

15. Human speech was also a vehide chosen by God for the transmis- 
sion of the Eevelation of Himself to man. Now all language is liable to 
be imperfectly understood. Few things can be expressed so clearly, but 
that some possibility occurs of an interpretation being given, other than 
was intended. And this defect of the instrument of thought has certainly 
not been removed in its employment by God Himself. Nay this very 
employment by Him has rather tended to increase the defect : the things 
which it hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive, when set 
forth in human speech, are too deep and weighty for the instrument 
which should convey them, and the result is that the sayings of Holy 
Scripture are often extremely difficult to understand. “ The unlearned 
and unstable,” we are told, “wrest them to their own destruction:” and 
short of this, their sense is often misapprehended, and their true signifi- 
cance set aside, for want of intelligent study. We often hear Holy 
Scripture spokqp of as if it were not ouly all true, which it is, — but all 
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so plain that there can he no question as to its meaning, which it as 
certainly is not. Coming as it does from God, its simplest saying has in 
it a depth which the human mind cannot fathom : and its apparently 
disjoined sentences have a connexion which it often surpasses even the 
practised eye to disgDver, or the most ripened and chastened judgment 
satisfactorily to pronounce upon. 

IG. The reader of this work will find this conviction lying at the root 
of all its endeavours to explain Scripture : that we are dealing not with 
mere human thoughts, whose significance we may exhaust and surpass, 
hut with divine Truth, conveyed to us in human words — the treasure, in 
the earthen vessel. No amount of labour can he ill bestowed in search- 
ing into, and comparing, and meditating on, the import and the connexion 
of tlie words of Scripture. Nor are we to expect a time wlien fur work 
may he regarded as done. As the ages of the world and of the Church 
pass onward, new lights will ever be thrown upon God’s wojd, by passing 
events, by the toil of thought, by the discoveries of historical ^research 
and of scientific enquiry. 

17. Nor has the Bible any reason to fear the utmost activity, and the 

furthest extension, of such pursuits. Wo have been, I am persuaded, too 
timid and anxious in this matter. Let research and enquiry be carried 
forward in every direction, and in a fearless spirit : and when their results 
are most completely established and firmly assured to us, then will it be 
most undeniably found, that Creation, Providence, and Revelation, are 
the work of the same God : — then will the plainest light be thrown on 
the meaning of Holy Scripture, in all points on which such research and 
enquiry bear. ^ 

18. We are too apt to forget that another vehicle in whicH God has 
transmitted to us His Revelation, is human xoriting. The conservation 
of the sacred books by His Providence ought to be taken into account, as 
well as their original composition. The general notion concerning the 
Bible, as regards this point, may perhaps be not unjustly described as 
being, that the sacred text has come down to us in one unquestioned form, 
and that form represented by the English Authorized Version. The fact 
of some variations existing here and there is perhaps known, but its 
import is at once nullified by some statement, that these variations make 
no possible dificrence in the sense : and there the matter is allowed to 
rest : some even doubting tlie ex])ediency of further inviting the English 
reader to its consideration. 

19. But surely such a course is hardly that of those who arc exhorted to 
be “not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.’ If it 
has pleased God, in the course of His providential care of His Word, that 
certain portions of it should be variously transmitted to us, can we, with- 
out blame, resolve to shut our eyes to this His will ? And the case, as 
affecting EngUsh readers, is even stronger than thi^ There is one 

4] 
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passage, commonly printed In all our Bibles, read in our churches as 
God’s Word, which undeniably forms no portion of His Word at all, viz. 

1 John V. 7: there are more, which rest upon far weaker evidence than 
do other forms of the Word, which ought long ago to have been substi- 
tuted for them. Can we be held blameless, with the knowledge of these 
things before us, for not having set this matter ri^h?; ? 

20. It has been my desire for many years, that I might contribute, 
however scantily and imperfectly, towards furnishing the English reader 
with some means of intelligently dealing \^ith and appreciating these 
important facts respecting the text of the New Testament. My wish 
has at length taken shape in this Edition, the first paH of which is now 
ottered to the Public. 1 would wish it to be undcTstood that I put it 
forth as ^n experiment, liable to be corrected and improved, if necessary, 
both in form and in d(‘tail. It was my original intention to give an 
amended version of the sacred text ; and I still think that for the com- 
pleteness and Tull usefulness of the work, such a version would be neces- 
sary. After all possible marginal corrections of inadequate renderings, 
there are many im])rov<nnents in minute expression and arrangement, 
tending to clear up the meaning, which must necessarily be passed over 
where the Authorized Version is printed as the text. 

21. It has been my endeavour, in the notes, to give as much informa- 
tion as I could respecting the general currents of opinion and interpre- 
tation, without burdening the reader with long catalogues of names. 
The introduction of some names has been unavoidable. The German 
Commentaries of Olshausen and Meyer, for instance, are so valuable, and 
so rich in original material, that I have often cited them. The latter of 
these *wri^rs, though unhappily not to be trusted where there is any 
room for the introduction of rationalistic opinions, is, in accurate inter- 
pretation of the words and constructions of the sacred text, by far the 
best of all commentators. Another work has been found very valuable : 
the JS,eden Jesu (Discourses of Jesus) of the late venerable Budolf Stier. 
Sticr was a Christian scholar of the orthodox Evangelical party, — of a 
simple and fervid spirit, — apt sometimes to find fanciful allusions and 
connexions, but full of the power of spiritual discernment : and his great 
work above mentioned has certainly been among the most valuable of 
modern contributions to the understanding of our Lord’s words. 

22. The reader will find in my Commentary no sympathy whatever 
with the rationalistic school. Believing in the Eternal Godliead and 
Perfect Humanity of our Blessed Lord, and in the agency of the Almighty 
Spirit in Him, and through Him in His Ajjostles and servants, I regard 
His divine miracles as proofs of His mission, and of His authority over 
nature, as being the Creator of nature. The faith of the centurion (Luke 
vii. 8), so wonderful in him, is that of all Catholic Christians : that the 
powers of Nature serve the Son of God, as servants their master. 
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28. Widely different however from any expression of rationalistic 
opinion is the carr^dng ont of the enquiry, sometimes forced on us, whe- 
ther an incident related in the sacred narrative is intended to be mira- 
culous, or not. Such an enquiry might for example naturally occur 
regarding the rising up of St. Paul after he was stoned at Lystra (Acts 
xiv. 19, 20). Such an enquiry, I have believed, is fairly open to us in 
the case of the narrative of the Star of the Wise Men. Was that a 
miraculous appearance from first to last, or was it some phaenomenon in 
the ordinary course of thd celestial revolutions, which ^he Magi were 
guided by God to interpret as they did ? I have been led to incline to 
the latter view. I have no bias leading me that way : I should feel no 
difficulty whatever in receiving the whole as miraculous, did I think the 
sacred text required me to do so. Those who do think this, h^ve much 
to favour their view. But let them concede to a Christian brother the 
right to enquire into the meaning of the sacred text itself, without 
binding him to a pre-conception of that meaning : and let thei^ abstain 
from harsh judgment, where his enquiry has led him to a conclusion 
different from that to which they themselves have come. 

24. In closing this preliminary chapter, I may venture to say, that I 
hope this work may be found useful to those readers for whom it has 
been specially designed. It is not in the proper sense of the word, a 
, Edition of the New Testament. Some cultivation of mind by 
an ordinary liberal education will be required for its use : but certainly 
not more than is possessed by Christian women in the middle ranks of 
life, and by the majority of the mercantile classes. Should it be found 
to contribute in any degree towards the diffusion of an intelligent know- 
ledge of the contents of God’s Holy Word, 1 shall be more tha» rewarded 
for the labour bestowed on it. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ON THE TIJREE FIRST GOSPELS GENERALLY. 

SECTION I.. 

GSNEEAL CHARACTERTSTICS OE THE THREE FIRST GOSPELS. 

1. On examining the four records of our Lord’s life on earth, the first 
thing viiiich* demands our notice is the distinctness, in contents and 
character, of the three first Gospels from the fourth. This difference 
may he thus shortly described. 

Sf^ Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, in relating His ministry, 
discourses, and miracles, confine themselves exclusively to the events 
which took place in Galilee, until the last journey to Jerusalem. No 
incident whatever of His ministry in Juda3a is related by any of tlu‘m *. 
Had we only their accounts, we could never with any certainty have 
asserted that He went to Jerusalem during his public life, until His time 
was come to be delivered up. They do not, it is true, exclude such a 
supposition, but rather perhaps imply it (see Matt, xxiii. 37 ; xxvii. 57, 
and parallels ; also Matt. iv. 12 as compared with iv. 25, — Matt. viii. 10, 
xvi. 1) ; it could not however have been gathered from their narrative 
with any historical precision. 

3. If •we now turn to the foui-th Gospel, we find this deficiency 
remarkably supphed. The various occasions on which our Lord went 
up to Jerusalem are specified ; not indeed -with any precision of date or 
sequence, but mainly for the purjiose of relating the discourses and 
miracles by which they were signalized. 

4. But the difference in character between the three first Evangelists 
and the fourth is even more striking. While their employment (with 
the sole exception, and that almost exclusively in Matthew, of the 
application of Old Testament prophecies to events in the life of our 
Lord) is narration without comment, the fourth Evangelist speaks with 
dogmatic authority, and delivers his historical testimony as from the 
chair of an Apostle. In no place do they claim the high authority of eye- 
witnesses ; nay, in the preface to St. Luke’s Gospel, while he vindicates 
his diligent care in tracing down the course of events from the first, he 

* An exception to this apparently occurs, if we adopt the remarkable reading 
*^Jud(Ea” Luke iv. 44. But it is hardly to be pressed, especially as it does not imply 
any journey to the capital. 

7] • 
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implicitly disclaims such authority. This claim is, however, advanced in 
direct terms by St. John (see below, ch. v. § ii. 1). Again, in the 
character of our Lord's discourses, reported by the Three, we have the 
same distinctness. While His sayings and parables in their Gospels 
almost exclusively have reference to His dealings with’ us, and the nature 
of His kingdom among men, those related by St. J ohn regard, as well, the 
deeper subjects of His ‘own essential attributes ^nd covenant purposes ; 
referring indeed often ahd directly to His relations with His people and 
the unbelieving world, hut visually as illustrating those attributes, and 
the unfolding of those purjDoses. That there are exceptions to this (see 
e. g. Matt. xi. 27 : Luke x. 22) is only to be expected from th^ merci- 
ful condescension by which God, in giving us the Gospel records through 
the different media of individual minds and apprehensions, •has ^et fur- 
nished us with enough common features in them all, to satisfy us of the 
unity and truthfulness of their testimony to His blessed Son. 

5. Keserving further remarks on the character of St. Johu’s GospeLfor 
their proper place, I further notice that the three, in their narration of 
our Lord’s ministry, proceed in the main upon a common outline. This 
outline is variously filled up, and variously interrupted ; but is still easily 
to be traced, as running through the middle and largest section of each 
of their Gospels. 

6. Besides this large portion, each Gospel contains some prefatory 

matter regarding the time before the commencement of the Ministry, — 
a detailed history of the Passion, — fragmentary notices of the Ilesur- 
rection, and a conclusion. These wiU be separately treated of and 
com 2 :)ared in the following sections, and more at large in the Com- 
mentary. ^ • 


SECTION II. 

THEIE r^DEPENDENCE OF ONE ANOTHER. 

I. Having these three accounts of one and the same Life and 
Ministry of our Lord, it is an important enquiry for us, how far they 
may he considered as distinct narratives, — how far as borrowed one from 
another. It is obvious that this enquiry can only, in the absence of any 
direct historical testimony, be conducted by careful examination of their 
contents. Such examination however has conducted enquirers to the 
most various and inconsistent results. Different hypotheses of the 
mutual interdependence of the three have been made, embracing every 
possible permutation of their order®. To support these hypotheses, 

3 1, That Matthew wrote first — that Mark used his Gospel — and then Luke both 
these. This is held by Grotius, Mill, Wetstein, Townson, Hug, &c., and Greswell, who 
8 ] 
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the same phienomena have been curiously and variously interpreted. 
What, in one writer’s view, has been a deficiency in one Evangelist 
which another has supplied, — has been, in that of a second writer, a 
, condensation on the part of the one Evangelist of the full account of 
the other ; — while a* third writer again has seen in the fuller account 
the more minute depicting of later tradition. • 

2. Let us, however, observe the evidence furbished hy the Gospels 
themselves. Each of the sacred Historians is, we may presume, anxious 
to give his readers an accurate and consistent account of the great 
events of Redemption. On either of the above hypotheses, two of them 
respectively sit down to their work with one, or two, of our present nar- 
ratives before them. We are reduced then to adopt one or other of the 
following suppositions : Either, (a) they found those other Gospels in- 
sufficient, and were anxious to supply what was wanting; or, (Jb') they 
believed them to be erroneous, and purposed to correct what was inac- 
curate ; or, (cj they wished to adapt their contents to a diff'erent class 
of readers, incorporating at the same time whatever additional matter 
they possessed ; or {f) receiving them as authentic, they borrowed from 
them such parts as they purposed to relate in common with them. 

3. There is but one other supposition, which is plainly out of the 
range of probability, and which I should not have stated, were it not the 
only one, on the hypothesis of mutual dependency, which will give any 
account of, or be consistent with, the various minute discre])ancies of 
arrangement and narration which we find in the Gospels. It is (e) that 
(see last paragraph) they fraudulently plagiarized from them, slightly 
disguising the common matter so as to make it appear their own. One 
man idishi'gg to publish the matter of another's work as his own, may 
be conceived as altering its arrangement and minutiai, to destroy its 
distinctive character. But how utterly inapplicable is any such view 
to either of our tliree Evangelists ! And even supposing it for a 
moment entertained, — how imperfectly and anomalously are the changes 
made, — and how little would they be likely to answer their purpose ! 

4. Let us consider the others in order. If (a) was the case, I main- 
tain that no possible arrangement of our Gospels ivill suit its require- 
ments. Let the reader refer to the last note, and follow me through its 
divisions. (1), (2), (5), (0) are clearly out of the question, because 

advances, and sometimes maintains with considerable ingenuity, the hypothesis of a 
supplemental relation of the three taken in order. 

2. Matthew, Luke, Mark. — So Grieshach, Fritzsche, Meyer, De Wette, and others. 

3. Mark, Matthew, Luke. — So Storr and others, and recently, Mr. Smith of Jordan- 
hiU. 

4. Mark, Luke, Matthew. — So Weisse, Wilke, Hitzig, &c. 

5. Luke, Matthew, Mark. — So Biisching and Evanson. 

6. Luke, Mark, Matthew.— So Vogel. 
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the shorter Gospel of St. Mark follows upon fuller one of St. Matthew, 
or St. Luke, or both. We have then only to examine those in which 
St. Mark stands first. Either then St. Luhe supplemented St. Matthew, 
— or St. Matthew, St. Imhe. But first, both of these are inconceivable 
as being expansions of St. Marie ; for his Gospel, although shorter, and 
narrating evehts and discourses, is, in those which he does narrate, 
the fullest and most particular of the three. And again, St. Luke could 
not have supplemented St. Matthew ; for there are hiost important 
portions of Matthew which he has altogether omitted (e. g. eh. 
XXV. much of eh. xiii. ch. xv.) ; — nor could St. Matftiew have sup- 
plemented St. Luke, for the same reason, having omitted Almost all 
of the important section, Luke ix. 51 — xviii. 15, besides very much 
matter in other parts. I may also mention that this supposi'yon leaves 
all the difficulties of different arrangement and minute discrepancy 
unaccounted for. 

5. We pass to (5), on which much need not be said. ‘If it were so, 
nothing could have been done less calculated to answer the ewc?,*than that 
which our Evangelists have done. For in no material point do their 
accounts differ, but only in arrangement and comi)leteness ; — and this 
latter difierence is such, that no one of them can be cited as taking any 
pains to make it appear that his own arrangement is chronologically 
accurate. Mo fixed dates are found in those parts where the differences 
exist ; no word to indicate that any other arrangement had ever been 
published. Does this look like the ivork of a corrector? Even sup- 
posing him to have suj)pressed the charge of inaccuracy on others, — 
would he not have been precise and definite in the parts where his own 
corrections appeared, if it were merely to justify them to his readers ? 

G. Neither does the supposition represented by (c) in any way ac- 
count for the phaenomena of our present Gospels. For, — oven taking 
for granted the usual assumption, that St. Matthew wrote for Hebrew 
Christians, St. Mark for Latins, and St. Luke for Gentiles in general, — we 
do not find any such consistency in these purposes, as a revision and 
alteration of another’s narrative would necessarily presuppose. We 
have the visit of the Gentile Magi exclusively related by the Hebraizing 
Matthew; — the circumcision of the child Jesus, and His frequenting 
the passovers at Jerusalem, exclusively by the Gentile Evangelist Luke. 
FI ad the above purposes been steadily kept in view in the revision 
of the narratives before them, the respective Evangelists could not have 
omitted incidents so entirely subservient to their respective designs. 

7. Our supposition {d) is, that receiving the Gospel or Gospels before 
them as authentic, the Evangelists borrowed from them such parts as 
they purposed to narrate in common with them. But this does not 
represent the matter of fact. In no one case does any Evangelist borrow 
from another any considerable part of even a single narrative. For 
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such borrowing would imply verbal coincidence, unless in the case of 
strong Hebraistic idiom, or other assignable peculiarity. It is incon- 
ceivable that one writer borrowing from another matter confessedly of 
the very first importance, in good faith and with approval^ should alter 
his diction so singularly and capriciously as, on this hypothesis, we find 
the text of the parallel sections of our Gospels altered. Let the ques- 
tion be answered by ordinary considerations of probability, and let any 
passage common to the three Evangelists he put to the test. The 
phienomena presented will be much as follows : — first, perhaps, we shall 
have three, five, or more words identical ; — then as many wholly distinct : 
then two clauses or more, expressed in the same words but differing 
order : — then a clause contained in one or two, and not in the third : — 
then sevf^al Ubords identical : — then a clause not only ivholly distinct 
but apparently inconsistent ; — and so forth ; — with recurrences of the 
same arbitrary and anomalous alterations, coincidences, and transposi- 
tions? Nor dhes this description apply to verbal and sentential arrange- 
ment oniy ; — but also, with slight modification, to that of the larger 
portions of the narratives. Equally capricious would he the disposition 
of the subject-matter. Sometimes, while coincident in the things 
related, the Gospels place them in the most various order, — each in turn 
connecting them together with apparent marks of chronological se- 
quence (e. g. the visit to Gadara in Matt. viii. 28 ff‘. as compared with 
the same in Mark v. 1 ff. Luke viii. 2G ff. and numerous other such 
instances noticed in the commentary). Let any one say, divesting 
himself of the commonly-received hypotheses respecting the connexion 
and order of our Gospels, whether it is within the range of probability 
that a writer should thus singularly and unreasonably alter the subject- 
matter and diction before him, having (as is now supposed), no desigri 
in so doing, but intending, fairly and with approval, to incorporate the 
work of another into his own ? Can an instance be any where cited of 
undoubted borrowing and adaptation from another, presenting similar 
phsenomena ? 

8. I cannot then find in any of the above hypotheses a solution of 
the question before us, how the appearances presented hy our three 
Gospels are to he accounted for. I do not see how any theory of mutual 
interdependence will leave to our three Evangelists their credit as able 
or trustworthy icriters, or even as honest men : nor can I find any such 
theory borne out by the nature of the variations apparent in the respec- 
tive texts. 
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SECTION III. 

THE OEIGIN OF OUE THREE GOSPELS. 

1. It remains then, that the three Gospels should have arisen inde- 
pendently of one another. But supposing this,, we are at once met by 
the difficulty of accounting for so much common matter* and that nar- 
rated, as we have seen, with such curious verbal agreements and dis- 
crepancies. Thus we are driven to some common origin for those parts. 
But of what kind ? Plainly, either documentary (i. e. coiffcained in 
writings) , or oral. Let us consider each of these in turn. 

2. No documentary source could have led to the present texts of our 

Gospels. For supposing it to have been in the Hebrew language (or 
Aramaic, the dialect of Palestine at the time), and thus accounting for 
some of the variations in our j)arallel Greek passages, as being independent 
translations.^ — we shall still have no solution whatever of the fnore im- 
portant discrepancies of insertion, omission, and arrangement. To meet 
these, the most complicated hypotheses have been advanced, — all j)er- 
fectly capricious, and utterly inadequate, even when apprehended, to 
account for the phaenomena. The various op)ponents of the view of an 
original Gospel have well shewn besides, that such a Gospel could never 
hav(} existed, because of the omission in one or other of our three, of 
passages which must necessarily have formed a part of it ; e. g. Matt, 
xxvi. G — 13 {see there') omitted by St. Luke I believe then that we 
may safely abandon the idea of any single original Gospel, whether 
Aramaie or Greek. • 

e 

3. Still it might be thought possible that, though one document cannot 
have originated the text of the common p)arts of our Gospels, several 
documents, more or less related to one another, may have done so, in the 
absence of any original Gospel. But this, it will be seen, is but an 
imperfect analysis of their origin ; for we are again met by the question, 
whence did these documents take their rise ? And if they turn out to be 
only so many modifications of a received oral teaching respecting the 
actions and sayings of our Lord, then to that oral teaching are we 

^ Those w ho maintain the anointing of Matt. xxvi. 6 to be the same with that of Luke 
vii. 36, forget that it is incumbent on them in such cases to shew sufficient reason for 
the inversion in order of time. It is no reply to my argument, to say that St. Luke omits 
the anointing at Bethany, because he had related it before in ch. vii. Had he not had 
St. Matthew's Gospel before him, it is very likely that he may have inserted an incident 
which he found without date, in a place where it might illustrate the want of charity of 
a Pharisee ; but having (on their hypothesis) 8t. Matthew's Gospel before him, and the 
incident being there related in strict sequence and connexion with our Lord's Death, it 
is simply inconceivable that he should have transposed it, and obliterated all trace of 
such connexion, deeply interesting and important as it is. 
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referred baek for a more complete account of the matter. That such 
evangelical documents did exist, I think highly probable ; and believe 
I recognize such in some of the peculiar sections of Luke ; but that the 
common parts of our Gospels, even if taken from such, are to le traced 
hack further , I am firmly convinced. 

4. We come then to enquire, whether the common sections of our 
Gospels could have originated from a common orjxl source. If by this 
latter is to be understood, — one and the same oral teaching every where 
recognized, our, answer must be in the negative : for the difficulties of 
verbal discrepancy, varying arrangement, insertion, and omission, would, 
as above, remain unaccounted for. At the same time, it is highly impro- 
bable that such a course of oral teaching should ever have been adopted. 
Let us exiimine the matter more in detail. 

5. The Apostles were ivitnesses of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
In this consisted their especial office and work. Others besides them 
had t)een« companions of our Lord : — but peculiar grace and power was 
given to them, by which they gave forth their testimony (Acts iv. 33). 
And what this testimony included, we learn from the conditions of 
apostleship propounded by Peter himself. Acts i. 21, 22 : that in order 
to its being projierly given, an Apostle must have been an eye and ear 
witness of what had happened the baptism of John until the ascen- 
sion : i. e. during the whole official life of our Lord. With the whole of 
this matter, therefore, was his apostolic testimony concerned. And we 
arc consequently justified in assuming that the substance of the teaching 
of the Apostles consisted of their testimony to such facts, given in the 
Holy jjrhost and with power. The ordinary objection to this view, that 
their ext^t discourses do not contain Evangelic narrations, but are 
hortatory and persuasive, is wholly inapplicable. Their extant discourses 
are contained in the Acts, a second work of the Evangelist Luke, who 
having in his former treatise given all which he had been able to collect 
of their narrative teaching, was not likely again to repeat it. Besides 
which, such narrative teaching would occur, not in general and almost 
wholly apologetic discourses held before assembled unbelievers, but in 
the building up of the several churches and individual converts, and in 
the catechization of catechumens. It is a strong confirmation of this 
view, that Luke himself in his preface refers to this original apostolic 
narrative as the source of the various narrations, which many had taken 
in hand to draw up, and states his object in writing to be, that Theo- 
philus might know the certainty of those sayings concerning which he had 
been catechized. 

It is another confirmation of the above view of the testimony of the 
apostolic body, — that St. Paul claims to have received an independent 
knowledge, by direct revelation, of at least some of the fundamental parts 
13] 
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of the Gospel history (see Gal. i. 12 : 1 Cor. xi. 23 ; xv. 3) , to qualify him 
for his calling as an Apostle. 

6. I believe then that the Apostles, in virtue not merely of their 
having been eye and ear witnesses of the EvangelLc history, hut espe- 
cially of their office^ gave to the various Churches their testimony in 
a narrative of facts : sjich narrative being modified in each case by the 
individual mind of the Apostle himself, and“ his sense of what was 
requisite for the particular community to which he was ministering. 
While they were principally together, and instructing ihe converts at 
Jerusalem, such narrative would naturally he for the most parl^the same, 
and expressed in the same, or nearly the same words : coincident how- 
ever not from design or rule, but because the things themselves were the 
same, and the teaching naturally fell for the most part into®one form. 
It would be easy and interesting to follow the probable origin and 
growth of this cycle of narratives of the words and deeds ^f our Lord in 
the Church at Jerusalem, — for both the Jews, and the Hellei\ists, — the 
latter under such teachers as Philip and Stephen, commissioned and 
authenticated by the Apostles. In the course of such a process some 
portions would naturally be written down by private believers, for their 
own use or that of friends. And as the Church spread to Samaria, 
Ciesarea, and Antioch, the want would be felt in each of these places, of 
similar i cycles of oral teaching, which when supplied would thence- 
forward belong to and be current in those respective Churches. And 
these portions of the Evangelic history, oral or partially documentary, 
would be adopted under the sanction of the Apostles, who were as in all 
things, so especially in this, the appointed and divinely-guided overseers 
of the whole Church. This common substratum of apostolic teaching , — 
never formally adopted by all, but subject to all the varieties of diction 
and arrangement, addition and omission, incident to transmission 
through many individual minds, and into many different localities, — 
I believe to have been the original source of the common part of our three 
Gospels. 

7. Whether this teaching was wholly or in part expressed originally in 
Greek, may admit of some question. That it would very soon be so 
expressed, follows as a matter of course from the early mention of Grecian 
converts. Act vi., and the subsequent reception of the Gentiles into the 
Church ; and it seems to have been generally received in that language, 
before any of its material modifications arose. This I gather from the 
remarkable verbal coincidences observable in the present Greek texts. 
Then again, the verbal discrepancies of our present Greek texts entirely 
forbid us to imagine that our Evangelists took up the usual oral teaching 
at one place or time ; but point to a process of alteration and deflection, 
which will now engage our attention. 

II] 
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8. It will be observed that I am now speaking of those sections which 
our Oospels possess m common, and without reference to their 
ORDER. The larger additions, which are due to peculiar sources of 
information, — the narratives of the same event which have not sprung 
from a common source, — the different arrangement of the common sec- 
tions, with all these I am not now concerned. 

9. The matter then of those sections I believe to have been this 
generally-received oral narrative of the Apostles of which I have spoken. 
Delivered, usually in the same or similar terms, to the catechumens in 
the various Churches, and becoming the text of instruction for their 
pastors and teachers, it by degrees underwent those modifications which 
the various Gospels now present to us. And I am not now speaking of 
any considerable length of time, such as might suffice to deteriorate and 
corrupt mere traditional teaching, — but of no more than the trans- 
mission through men apostolic or almost apostolic, yet of independent 
habits of ^pee(m and thought, — of an account which remained in sub- 
stance the same. Let us imagine the modifications which the individual 
memory, brooding afiectionately and reverently over each word and act 
of our Lord, would introduce into a narrative in relating it variously and 
under differing circumstances : — the Holy Spirit, who brought to their 
remembrance whatever things He had said to them (John xiv. 20), 
working in and distributing to each severally as He would ; — let us place 
to the account the various little changes of transposition or omission, of 
variation in diction or emphasis, which would bo sure to arise in the 
freedom of individual teaching, — and we have I believe the only reason- 
able solution of the arbitrary and otherwise unaccountable coincidences 
and discrepancies in these parts of our Gospels. 

10. It might perhaps be required that some presumptive corroborations 
should be given of such a supposition as that here advanced. For the 
materials of such, we must look into the texts themselves of such sections. 
And in them I think I see signs of such a process as the latter part of 
paragraph 9 describes. For, 

11. It is a well-known and natural effect of oral transmission, that 

while the less prominent members of a sentence are transposed, or dimi- 
nished or increased in number, and common-place expressions replaced by 
their syiionymes, any tmusual word, or harsh expression, or remarkable 
construction is retained. Nor is this only the case, such words, expres- 
sions, or constructions, their relative places in the sentences, 

— but, from the mind laying hold of them, and retaining thorn at all 
events, they are sometimes found preserved near their original places, 
though perhaps with altered relations and import. Now a careful 
observation of the original text of the Gospels continually brings before 
the reader instances of both of these. I have given a few of them in a 
note to this portion of the Introductory matter in my Greek Testament. 
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12. With regard to those parts of owr Gospels which do not fall under 
the above remarks^ there are various conceivable sources whence they 
may have arisen. As each Evangelist may have had more or less access 
to those who were themselves witnesses of the events, whether before or 
during the public piinistry of our Lord, or as each may liave fallen in 
with a more complete, or a shorter account of those events, so have our 
narratives been filled out with rich detail, or confined to the mere state- 
ment of occurrences : — so have they been copious and entire in their 
history, or have merely taken up and handed down a. portion of our 
Lord’s life. Tlu?se })articulars will come under our notice bejow, when 
we treat of each Gospel by itself. 

IM. The above view has b(‘en impugned by Mr. Birks (Hor® Evan- 
gelical &e. Lond. 1852), and Mr. Smith of Jordanbifl (Dissertation 
on the Origin and Connexion of the Gospels ; Edinb, 1853). While 
maintaining different bypolb(‘ses, both agree in regarding ^oral tradition’ 
as quite insufficient to account for the phamoiru'na of approxynatron to 
id(‘ntity wlileli are found in 11 h‘ Gospels. But both, as it seems to me, 
have forgotten to take into account the peculiar kind of oral tradition 
with which we are here e(Uic(‘rned. Both concur in insisting on the 
many variations and corruptions to whicli oral transmission is liabh*, as 
an objection to my hy])othesls. But wc‘ have here a ease in this res])ect 
exceptisnnd and of its own kind. Tin* oral tradition (or rather oral tkacii- 
lN(j) with which W(‘ an^ eonc(Tned, forin(‘d tlie su])stance of a deliberate 
and careful t(‘stimony to facts of the highe.st ])ossible im})()rtance, and 
a? such, was ineideated in daily cateeliization : whereas common oral tra- 
dition is ean'less and vague, not luang similarly guarded, nor diffused as 
matter of earnest instruction. Besid(‘s wliich, tlu'se writers forget, that 
1 have maintaiinal tht‘ probability of a very (airly collt*etion of ])ortions of 
such oral tiaiehing into documents, stune of whleli two or even three 
Evangelists may havi* us(*d ; and these documents or narrations, in sonu‘ 
ea.ses drawn up after tin* first minutt* vcibal divergence's liad taken })]aee, 
or In'ing translatieuis from common Aramaic source's, wenilel furnish many 
of the jiluenoniona which IVIr. Smith so inge'niously illustrates from 
tranahitiun in modern historians and ne'wsjiapers. 1 liave found rea.son 
to infer that St. Luke was acejuainted with Hebrew; and lie would 
lluTefore bo an independent tiainslator, as weU as the other two Evan- 
gelists. 

14. For tlie sake of guarding against misunderstanding, it may be 
well formally to state the conclusion at which I have arrived respecting 
the ongin of our three first Gospels : in wffiich, I may add, I have been 
much confirmed by the results of many years’ study of the sacred text 
since it was first published : 

That the Three frst Gospels contain the substance of tJie Apostles' 
testimony^ collected principally from their oral teaching current in the 
16] 
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Churchy — -partly also from written documents embodying portions of that 
teaching : that there is however no reason from their internal structure to 
believe^ hut every reason to disbelieve, that any one of the three Evange- 
lists had access to either of the other two Gospels in its present form. 


• SECTION IV. 

THE DISCEEP^CIES, APPAEENT AND EEAL, •QF THE THEEE GOSPELS. 

1. In (5ur Three Narratives, many events and sayings do not hold the 
vsame relative place in one as in another : and hence difficulties have 
arisen, and the* faith of some has been weakened ; while tlie adversaries 
of our religion have made the most of these differences to impugn the 
veracity of the writers themselves. And hence also Christian commen- 
tator* have b^en driven to a system of harmonizing which condescends 
to adopt *the weakest compromises, and to do the utmost violence to 
probability and fairness, in its zeal for tlie veracity of the Evangelists. 
It becomes important therefore critically to discriminate between real 
and apparent discrepancy, and while with all fairness we acknowledge 
the former where it exists, to lay down certain common-sense rules 
whereby the latter may be also ascertained. 

2. The real discrej)ancies between our Evangelistic histories are very 
few, and those nearly all of one kind. They are simply the results of 
the entire independence of the accounts. I'liey consist mainly in 
different chronological arrangements, expressed or imj)lied. Such for 
instance isjthe transposition, before noticed, of the history of the ])assage 
into the country of the Gadarenes, which in Matt. vlii. 28 ff. ])recedt^ 
a whole course of events which in Mark v. 1 ff. ; Imke viii. 2() ff. it 
follows. Such again is the difference in position between tlu^ pjiir of 
incidents related Matt. viii. 19 — 22, and the same pair of incidents 
found in Luke ix. 57 — Gl. And such are some other varieties of 
arrangement and position, which will be brought before the readers of 
the following Commentary. Now the way of dealing with such discre- 
pancies has been twofold, — as remarked above. The enemies of the faith 
have of course recognized them, and pushed them to the utmost ; often 
attempting to create them where they do not exist, and where they do, 
using them to overthrow the narrative in which they occur. While this 
has been their course, — equally unworthy of the Evangelists and their 
subject has been that of those who are usually thought the orthodox 
Harmonists, They have usually taken upon them to state, that such 
variously placed narratives do not refer to the same incidents, and so to 
save (as they imagine) the credit of the Evangelists, at the expense of 
common fairness and candour. Who, for example, can for a moment 
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doubt that the pairs of incidents above cited from St. Matthew ani St. 
Luke are identical with each other ? What man can ever suppose that 
the same offer would have been, not merely twice made to our Lord in the 
same words and similarly answered by Him (for this is very possible), 
but actually followed in both cases by a request from another disciple, 
couched also in the very same words ? The reiterated sequence of the 
two is absolutely out of all bounds of probability : — and yet it is sup- 
posed and maintained by one of the ablest of our modern Harmonists. 
And this is only one specimen out of very many of the same kind, notices 
of which may be seen in the following Commentary. 

3. The fair Christian critic will pursue a plan different from both 
these. With no desire to create discrepancies, but rather every desire 
truthfully and justly to solve them, if it may be, — he will candidly 
recognize them where they unquestionably exist. By this he loses 
nothing, and the Evangelists lose nothing. That one great and glorious 
portrait of our Lord should be harmoniously depicted Ity them,-*-that 
the procession of events by which our redemption is assured to* us should 
be one and the same in all, — is surely more wonderful, and more plainly 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit, the more entirely independent of each 
other they must he inferred to have been. Variation in detail and 
arrangement is to my mind the most valuable ])roof that they were, not 
mere mouthpieces or organs of the Holy Spirit, as some would suicidally 
make them, but holy men^ under His inspiration. I shall treat of this 
part of our subject more at length below (in § vi.) : — I mention it now, 
to ^hew that wo need not be afraid to recognize real discrepancies, in the 
spirit of fairness and truth. Christianity never was^ and never can he 
the gainer^ hy any concealment, warping, or avoidance of the ^lain truth, 
wherever it is to he found. 

4. On the other hand, the Christian critic will fairly discriminate 
between real and apparent discre])ancy. And in order to this, some rules 
must be laid down by which the limits of each may be determined. 

5. Similar incidents must not he too hastily assumed to he the same. If 
one Evangelist had given us the feeding of the^i;e thousand, and another 
that of W\c four, we should have been strongly tempted to pronounce the 
incidents the same, and to find a discrepancy in the accounts : — but our con- 
clusion would have been false ; — for we have now both events narrated by 
each of two Eviuigelists (St, Matthew and St. Mark), and formally alluded 
to by our Lord Himself in connexion. (Matt. xvi. {), 10. Mark viii. 10, 20.) 
And there art' sevend narrations now in our Gospels, the identification 
of which must Iw abstained from ; e. g. the anointing of our Lonl by the 
woman who was a sinner, Luke vii. 30 fi‘, and that at Bethany by 
Mary the sister of Lazarus, in Matt, xxvi. 0 ff. : Mark xiv. 3 ff. ; John 
xi. 2 ; xii. 3 ff. In such cases we must judge fiiirly and according to 
probability, — not making trifling diflerences in diction or narrative into 
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important reasons why the incidents should be different ; — but rather 
examining critically the features of the incidents themselves, and discern- 
ing and determining upon the evidence furnished by them. 

6. The circumstances and nature of our Lord's discourses must he taken 
into accounts Judging d priori^ the probability is, that He repeated most 
of His htiportant sayings many times over, with mord or less variation, to 
different audiences, hut in the hearing of the same apostolic witnesses. If 
now these witnesses by their independent narratives have originated our 
present Gospels, what can be more likely than that these sayings should 
have found their way into the Gospels in various forms, — sometimes, as 
especiall}^ in Matthew, in long and strictly coherent discourses, — some- 
times scattered up and down, as is the matter of several of Matthew’s 
discourses in Luke ? Yet such various reports of our Lord’s sayings are 
most unreasonably by some of the modern German critics (e. g. De Wette) 
treated as discrepancies, and used to prove St. Matthew’s discourses 
to have been miere combinations of shorter sayings uttered at different 
times. A striking instance of the repetition by our Lord of similar dis- 
courses varied according to the time and the hearers, may bo found in 
the denunciations on the Scribes and Pharisees as uttered during the 
journey to Jerusalem, Luke xi. 37 ff., cO-nd the subsequent solemn and 
jiublic reiteration of them in Jerusalem at the final close of the Lord’s 
ministry in Matt, xxiii. Comj^are also the parable of the pounds, Luke 
xix. 11 fi‘., with that of the talents, Matt. xxv. 14 ff., and in fact the 
whole of the discourses during the last journey in Luke, with their 
parallels, where such exist, in Matthew. 


SECTION Y. 

THE FEAGMENTAEY KATUEE OF THE THEEE GOSPELS. 

1. On any hypothesis which attributes to our Evangelists the design 
of producing a complete history of the life and actions of our Lord, and 
gives two of them the advantage of consulting other records of the same 
kind with their owm, — the omissions in their histories are 'perfectly inex- 
plicahle. For example, — St. Matthew, as an Apostle, was himself an eye- 
witness of the Ascension, an event holding a most important place in 
the divine process of the redemption of man. Yet he omits all record 
or mention of it. And though this is the most striking example, others 
are continually occurring throughout the Three Gospels. Why has there 
been no mention in them of the most notable miracle wrought by our 
Lord, — which indeed, humanly speaking, was the final exciting cause of 
that active enmity of the Jewish rulers which issued in His crucifixion? 
Can it 1)0 believed, that an Apostle, writing in the fulness of his know- 
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ledge as such^ and with the design of presenting to his readers Jesus of 
Nazareth as the promised Messiah^ — should have omitted all mention of 
the raising of Lazarus^ — and of the suhseguent prophecy of Caiaphas, 
whereby that Messiahship was so strongly recognized ? The ordinary 
supposition, of silence being maintained for prudential reasons concerning 
Lazarus and his family, is quite beside the purpose. For the sacred 
books of the Christians were not published to the world in general, hut 
were reserved and precious possessions of the believing’ societies : and 
even had this been other^^ise, such concealment was wholly alien from 
their spirit and eharacter. 

2. The absence of completeness from our Gospels is even more 
strikingly shewn in their minor omissions, which cannot on any suppo- 
sition be accounted for, if their authors had possessed rec(?rds gf the in- 
cidents so omitted. Only in the case of St. Luke does there appear to 
have been any design of giving a regular account of things throughout : 
and from his many omissions of important matter contained in Matthew, 
it is plain that his sources of information were, though copious, yet 
fragmentary. For, assuming what has been above inferred as to the 
independence of our three Evangelists, it is inconceivable that St. Luke, 
with his avowed design of completeness, ch. i. 3, should have been in 
possession of matter so important as that contained in those parts of 
Matthe^w, and should deliberately have exeluded it from his Gospel. 

3. The Gospel of St. Mark, — excluding from that term the venerable 
and authentic fragment at the end of ch. xvi., — terminates abruptly in 
the midst of the narrative of incidents connected with the resurrection of 
our Lord. And, with the exception of the short prefatory compendium, 
ch. i. 1 — 13, there is no reason for supposing this Evangelist to •be an 
abbreviator, in any sense, of the matter before him. His sources of 
information were of the very highest order, and his descriptions and 
narratives are most life-like and copious ; but they were confined within 
a certain cycle of apostolic teaching, viz. that which concerned the official 
life of our Lord : and in that cycle not complete, inasmuch as he breaks 
off short of the Ascension, which another Evangelistic hand has added 
from apostolic sources. 


SECTION YI. 

THE rPfSPIEATION OF THE EYAl^GELISTS AJSD OTHER H. T. WRITERS. 

1. The results of our enquiries hitherto may be thus stated : — That 
our Three Gospels have arisen independently of one another, from 
sources of information possessed by the Evangelists : — such sources of 
information, for a very considerable part of their contents, being the 
narrative teaching of the Apostles; and, in cases where their personal 
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testimony was out of tlie question, oral or documentary narratives, pre- 
served in and received by the Christian Church in the apostolic age 
that the Three Gospels are not formal complete accounts of the whole 
incidents of the sacred history, but each of them fragmentary, containing 
such portions of it as fell within the notice, or the special design, of the 
Evangelist. 

2. The important que'stion now comes before us, In xvJiat sense are the 
Uvangelists to be regarded as having been inspired by the Holy Spirit of 
Ood ? That tjiej^ were so, in some sense, has been the concurrent belief 
of the Christian body in all ages. In the second, as in the nineteenth 
century, the ultimate appeal, in matters of fact and doctrine, has been 
to these venerable writings. It may be well then first to enquire on what 
grounds tiieir authority has been rated so high by all Christians. 

3. And I believe the answer to this question will be found to be, 
because they are regarded as authentic documents, descending from the 
apostolic gge, and presenting to us the substance of the apostolic testimony. 
The Apostles being raised up for the special purpose of witnessing to 
the Gospel history, — and these memoirs having been universally received 
in the early Church as embodying that their testimony, 1 see no escape 
left from the inference, that they come to us with inspired authority. 
The Apostles themselves, and their contemporaries in the ministry of 
the Word, were singularly endowed with the Holy Spirit for the founding 
and teaching of the Church : and Christians of all ages have accepted the 
Gospels and other writings of the New Testament as the written result 
of the Pentecostal efiusion. The early Church was not likely to bo 
deceived in this matter. The reception of the Gospels was immediate 
and univerml. They never were placed for a moment by the consent of 
Christians in the same category with the spurious documents which soon 
sprung up after them. In external history, as in internal character, they 
differ entirely from the apocryphal Gospels ; which though in some cases 
bearing the name and pretending to contain the teaching of an Apostle, 
were never recognized as apostolic. 

4. Upon the authenticity, i. e. the apostolicity of our Gospels, rests 
their claim to inspiration. Containing the substance of the Apostles’ 
testimony, they carry with them that special power of the Holy Spirit 
which rested on the Apostles in virtue of their ofiioe, and also on other 
teachers and preachers of the first age. It may be well then to enquire 
of what kind that power was, and how far extending. 

5. We do not find the Apostles transformed, from being men of indi- 
vidual character and thought and feeling, into mere channels for the 
transmission of infallible truth. We find them, humanly speaking, to 
have been still distinguished by the same characteristics as before the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. We see Peter still ardent and impetuous, 
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still shrinking from the danger of human disapproval ; — we see John 
still exhibiting the same union of deep love and burning zeal ; — we find 
them pursuing different paths of teaching, exhibiting different styles of 
writing, taking hold of the truth from different sides. • 

6. Again, we do not find the Apostles 'piU in possession at once of the 
divine counsel with regard to the Church. Though Peter and John 
were full of the Holy Ghost immediately after the Ascension, neither 
at that time, nor for many^ years afterwards, were they put in possession 
of the purpose of God regarding the Gentiles, which i» due time was 
specially revealed to Peter, and recognized in the apostolic (jouncil at 
Jerusalem. 

7. These considerations serve to shew us in what respe^s the working 

of the Holy Spirit on the sacred writers was analogous to His^ influence 
on every believer in Christ ; viz. in tlie retention of individual character 
and thought and feeling, — and in the gradual developmcj^t of the ways 
and purposes of God to their minds. • 

8. But their situation and office was peculiar and unexampled. And 
for its fulfilment, peculiar and unexampled gifts were bestowed upon 
them. One of these, which bears very closely upon our present subject, 
was, the recalling hg the Holy Spirit of those things which the Lord had 
said to them. This was His own formal promise, recorded in John xiv. 
26. And if we look at our present Gospels, we see abundant evidence 
of its fulfilment. What unassisted human memory could treasure up 
saying and parable, however deep the impression at the time, and report 
them in full at the distance of several years, as we find them reported, 
with every internal mark of truthfulness, in our Gospels ? Wliat in- 
vention of man could have devised discourses which by comrfton consent 
differ from all sayings of men — which possess this character unaltered 
notwithstanding their transmission through men of various mental 
organization — which contain things impossible to be understood or appre- 
ciated by their reporters at the time wlien they profess to have been 
uttered — which enwraj) the seeds of all human improvement yet attained, 
and are evidently full of power for more ? I refer to this latter alter- 
native only to remark, that all eonsiderations, whether of the Apostles’ 
external circumstances, or their internal feelings respecting Him of 
whom they bore witness, combine to confirm the persuasion of Chris- 
tians, that they have recorded as said by our Lord what He truly did say, 
and not any words of their own imagination. 

9. And let us pursue the matter further by analogy. Can we suppose 
that the light poured by the Holy Spirit upon the sayings of our Lord 
would be confined to such sayings, and not extend itself over the other 
parts of the narrative of His life on earth ? Can w^e believe that those 
miracles, which though not uttered in words, were yet acted parables, 
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would not be, under the same gracious assistance, brought back to the 
minds of the Apostles, so that they should be placed on record for the 
teaching of the Church ? 

10. And, going yet further, to those parts of the Gospels which were 
wholly out of the cycle of the Apostles’ own testimony, — can we imagine 
that the divine discrimination which enabled them to detect the ‘ lie to 
the Holy Ghost,’ should'have forsaken them in judging of the records of 
our Lord’s birth and infancy, — so that they should have taught or sanc- 
tioned an apocryjdial, fabulous, or mythical* account of such matters? 
Some account of them must have been current in the apostolic circle ; for 
Mary the mother of Jesus survived the Ascension, and would be fully 
capable of giving undoubted testimony to the facts. (See notes on Luke 
i. ii.) C§,n w5 conceive then that, with her among them, the Apostles 
should have delivered other than a true history of these things ? Can we 
suppose that St. Luke’s account, which he includes among the things 
deli'^eredhy those who were eye-witnesses and ministers of the word from 
the first, is other than the true one, and stamped with the authority of 
the witnessing and discriminating Spirit dwelling in the Apostles ? Can 
we suppose that the account in the still more immediately apostolic 
Gospel of St. Matthew is other than the same history seen from a 
difierent side and independently narrated ? 

11. But if it be enquired, how far such divine superintendence has 
extended in the framing of our Gospels as we at present find them, the 
answer must be furnished by no preconceived idea of what ought to have 
been, but by the contents of the Gospels themselves. That those contents 
are various, and variously arranged, is token enough, that in their selec- 
tion and ilisposition we have human agency presented to us, under no 
more direct divine guidance, in this respect, than that general leading, 
which in main and essential points should ensure entire accordance. 
Such leading admits of much variety in points of minor consequence. 
Two men may be equally led by the Holy Spirit to record the events of 
our Lord’s life for our edification, though one may believe and record, 
that the visit to the Gadarenes took place before the calling of Matthew, 
while the other places it after that event ; though one in narrating it 
speaks of two diemoniacs, — the other, only of one. 

12. And it is observable, that in the only place in the Three Gospels 
where an Evangelist speaks of himself, he expressly lays claim, not to 
any supernatural guidance in the arrangement of his subject-matter, 
but to a diligent tracing down of all things from the first ; in other 
words, to the care and accuracy of a faithful and honest compiler. After 
such an avowal on the part of the editor himself, to assert an immediate 
revelation to him of the arrangement to he adopted and the chronological 
notices to he given, is clearly not justified, according to his own shewing 
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and assertion *. The value of such arrangement and chronological con- 
nexion must depend on various circumstances in each case : — on their 
definiteness and consistency, — on their agreement or disagreement with 
the other extant records ; the preference being in .each case given to 
that one whose account is the most minute in details, and whose notes of 
sequence are the most distinct. 

13. In thus speaking, I am doing no more than even the most scm- 
pulous of our Harmonizers have in fact done. In the case alluded to in 
paragraph 11 , there is not one of them who has not altered the arrange- 
ment^ either of Matthew, or of Mark, and Luke, so as to hring^the visit 
to the Gadarenes into the same part of the Evangelic History. But, 
if the arrangement itself matter of divine inspiration, then have we 
no right to vary it in the slightest degree, hut must maihtaii^ (as tlie 
Harmonists have done in other cases, hut never, that I am aware, in this) 
two distinct visits to have been made at different times, and nearly the same 
events to have occurred at both. I need hardly add that a similaj' method 
of proceeding with all the variations in the Gospels, which would on this 
supposition be necessary, would render the Scripture narrative a heap of 
improbabilities ; and strengthen, instead of weakening, the cause of the 
enemies of our faith. 

14. And not only of the arrangement of the Evangelic History are 
these rqpiarks to he understood. Tliere are certain minor points of 
accuracy or inaccuracy, of which human research suffices to inform men, 
and on which, from want of that research, it is often the practice to 
speak vaguely and inexactly. Such are sometimes the conventionally 
received distances from place to place ; such are the common accounts 
of phaenomena in natural history, Ac. Now in matters of thisi kincl, the 
Evangelists and Apostles were not supernaturally informed, but left, in 
common with others, to the guidance of their natural faculties. 

15. The same may he said of citations and dates from history. In the 
last apology of Stephen, which he spoke being full of the Holy Ghost, 
and with divine influence beaming from his countenance, we have at 
least two demonstrable inaccuracies in points of minor detail. And the 
occurrence of similar ones in the Gospels would not in any way affect the 
inspiration or the veracity of the Evangehsts. 

16. It may be well to mention one notable illustration of the princi- 
ples upheld in this section. What can be more undoubted and unani- 
mous than the testimony of the Evangelists to the eesueeection of 

* To suppose St. Luke to have written It seemed good to me also*^ if he were 
under the conscious inspiration of the Holy Spirit, superseding all his own mental 
powers and faculties, would be to charge him with ascribing to his own diligence and 
selection that which was furnished to him independently of both. Yet to this are the 
asserters of verbal inspiration committed. 
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THE Loed ? If there be one fact rather than another of which the 
Apostles were witnesses, it was this : and in the concurrent narrative of 
all four Evangelists it stands related beyond all cavil or question. Yet 
• of all the events which they have described, none is so variously j)ut forth 
in detail^ or with so many minor discrepancies. And this was just what 
might have been expected, on the principles above laid down. The great 
fact that the Lord was risen, — set forth by the ocular witness of the 
Apostles, who had seen Him, — became from that day first in importance 
in the delivery of their testimony. The precis order of His appearances 
would naturally, from the overwhelming nature of their present emotions, 
be a matter of minor consequence, and perhaps not even of accurate 
enquiry till some time had passed. Then, with the utmost desire on the 
part of th^ wonTen and Apostles to collect the events in their exact order 
of time, some confusion would be apparent in the history, and some discre- 
pancies in versions of it which were the results of separate and inde- 
l^endeiit enquiries ; the traces of which pervade our present accounts. 
But what fair-judging student of the Gospels ever made these variations 
or discrepancies a ground for doubting the veracity of the Evangelists as 
to the fact of the llesurrec{ion, or the principal details of the Lord’s 
appearances after it ? 

17. It will be well to state the bearing (tf the opinions advanced in 
this section on two terms in common use, viz. verbal and plenary 
inspiration. 

18. With regard to verbal inspiration, I take the sense of it, as 
explained by its most strenuous advocates, to be, that every word and 
phrase of the Scriptures is absolutely and separately true, — and, whether 
narrative, oj* discourse, took place, or was said, in every most exact par- 
ticular as set down. Much might be said of the a priori unworthiness 
of such a theory, as applied to a Gospel whose character is the freedom 
of the Spirit, not the bondage of the letter : but it belongs more to my 
present work to try it by applying it to the Gospels as we have them. 
And I do not hesitate to say, that being thus applied, its effect will be 
to destroy altogether the credibility of our Evangelists. Hardly a single 
instance of parallelism between them arises, where they do not relate 
the same thing indeed in substance, but expressed in terms which if 
literally taken are incompatible with each other. To cite only one 
obvious instance. The Title over the Cross was written in Greek, and, 
being reported in Greek by the Evangelists, must represent not the Latin 
or Hebrew forms, but the Greek form, of the inscription. According 
then to the verbal-inspiration theory, each Evangelist has recorded the 
exact words of the inscription ; not the general sense, but the inscription 
itself, — not a letter less or more. This is absolutely necessary to the 
theory. Its advocates must not be allowed, with convenient inconsis- 
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tency, to take refuge in a common-sense view of the matter wherever 
their theory fails them, and still to uphold it in the main ®. And how it 
will here apply, the following comparison will shew : — 

Matthew, This is Jesus the Kiis^g of .the Jews. 

Mark, TpE Kmo or the Jews. 

Luke, Tms. IS the Kma of the Jews. 

John, Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews. 

Of course it must he understood, that I regard the above variations in 
the form of the inscription as in fact no discrcpanci^ at all. Tliey 
entirely prevent our saying with perfect precision what was the form of 
the inscription : hut they leave us the spirit and substance of it. In all 
such cases I hold with the great Augustine, whose words.I have cited in 
my note on Matt, xiv., when treating of tlie varying reports o^the words 
spoken by the Apostles to our Lord during the storm on the lake of 
Galilee, — and cannot forbear citing here again : ‘‘ The ^ekse o:^ the 
DISCIPLES WAKIIIG THE LORD AND SEEKING TO RE SAA'ED, ONE AND 
THE SAME: NOR IS IT WORTH WHILE TO ENQUIRE, WHICH OF THESE 
THREE WAS REALLY SAID TO CHRIST. FoR WHETHER THEY SAID ANY 
ONE OF THESE THREE, OR OTHER WORDS, WHICH NO ONE OF THE 

Evangelists has mentioned, but of similar import as to the 

TRUTH OF THE SENSE, WHAT MATTERS IT ? 

19. Another objection to the theory is, that if it be so, the Christian 
world is left in uncertainty what her Scriptures are, as long as the 
sacred text is full of various readings. Some one manuscript must he 
pointed out to us, which carries the weight of verbal inspiration, or some 
text whose authority shall he undouhted, must be promulgated. Put 
manifestly neither of these things can ever ha])pen. To thc*latest age, 
the reading of some important passages will be matter of doubt in the 
Church : and, which is equally subversive of the theory, though not of 
equal importance in itself, there is hardly a sentence in the whole of the 
Gospels in which there are not vancties of diction in our principal MSS., 
baffling all attempts to decide which was its original form. 

20. The fact is, that this theory uniformly gives way before intel- 
ligent study of the Scriptures themselves ; and is only held, consistently 
and thoroughly, by those who have never undertaken that study. When 
put forth by those who have, it is never carried fairly through ; but 
while broadly asserted, is in detail abandoned. 

® This has been done, as far as I have seen, in all remarks of verbal-inspirationists 
on this part of my Introduction to the Greek Testament. A most curious idea has 
been propounded on the example above given, viz. that by forcing into accord the words 
of the title in Mark and Luke, and believing it to represent a translation from the 
Latin inscription, we may suppose those in Matthew and John to have been, the one 
the original Greek, the other a translation from the Helrew (.'). 
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21. If I understand plenary inspiration rightly, I hold it to the 
utmost^ as entirely consistent with the opinions expressed in this 
section. The inspiration of the sacred writers I believe to have con- 

* sisted in the fulness .of the influence of the Holy Spirit specially raising 
them to, and enabling them for, their work, — in a manner lohich dis- 
tinguishes them from all other writers in the world ^ and their work 
from all other works. The men were full of the Holy Ghost — the books 
are the pouring out of that fulness through the men, — the conservation 
of the treasure ip earthen vessels. The treasure is ours, in all its rich- 
ness : but ^it is ours as only it can be ours, — in the imperfections of 
human speech, in the limitations of human thought, in the variety 
incident first to individual character, and then to manifold transcription 
and the l?f;)se o*f ages. 

22. Two things, in concluding this section, I would earnestly impress 
on my readers. First, that we must take our views of inspiration not, 
as is too (jften done, from d priori considerations, but entihelt eeom the 
EYIDEJ^CE fuenished hy THE ScEiPTUEES THEMSELVES : and Secondly, 
that the MEN^ were inspieed, the books are the eestjlts of that ik- 
SPIEATION. This latter consideration, if all that it implies be duly 
weighed, will furnish us with tlie key to the whole question. 


SECTION YII. 

IMPEACTTCABILITT OF COT^STEUCTIKO A FOEMAL IIAEMONY OF THE 

THEEE GOSPELS. 

« 

1. From very early times attempts have been made to combine the 
narratives of our Three Gospels into one continuous history. As might 
have been expected, however, from the characteristics of those Gospels 
above detailed, such Harmonies could not be constructed without doing 
considerable violence to the arrangement of some one or more .of the 
three, and an arbitrary adoption of the order of some to which 
then the others have been fitted and conformed. An examination of 
any of the current Harmonies will satisfy the student that this has been 
the case. 

2. Now on the supposition that the Three Gospels had arisen one out 
of the other, with a design such as any of those which have been pre- 
viously discussed (with the exception of c) in § ii. 2, 3, such a Harmony 
not only ought to be possible, but should arise naturally out of the 
several narratives without any forcing, or alteration of aiTangement. 
Nay, on the supplementary theory of Greswell and others, the last 
written Gospel should itself he such a History as the Harmomzers are 
in search of Now not only is this not the case, but their Harmonies 
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contain the most violent and considerable transpositions : — they are 
obliged to have recourse to the most arbitrary hypotheses of repetition 
of events and discourses, — and after all, their Harmonies, while some 
difficulties would be evaded by their adoption, entail ^upon us others even 
more weighty and inexplicable. 

3. Taking, however, the view of the origin of the Gospels above 
advocated, the question of the practicability of Harmonizing is simply 
reduced to one of matter of fact : — how far the three Evangelists, in 
relating the events of a history which was itself one and the same, have 
presented us with the same side of the narrative of those events, or with 
fragments which will admit of being ^pieced into one another. 

4. And there is no doubt that, as far as the main features of the 
Evangelic history are concerned, a harmonious whole is ^res^ted to us 
by the combined narrative. The great events of our Lord’s ministry. 
His baptism, His temptation, His teaching by discourses and miracles, 
His selection of the Twelve, His transfiguration, His announcement 
of His sufferings, death, and resurrection. His last journey to Jerusa- 
lem, His betrayal. His passion, crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, — 
these are common to all ; and as far as they are concerned, their narra- 
tives naturally fall into accordance and harmony. But when we come 
to range their texts side by side, to supply clause with clause, and 
endeavour to construct a complete History of details out of them, we at 
once find ourselves involved in the difficulties above enumerated. And 
the inference which an unbiassed mind will thence draw is, that as the 
Evangelists wrote with no such design of being pieced together into a 
complete History, but delivered the apostolic testimony as they had 
received it, modified by individual character and oral transmission, and 
aiTanged carefully according to the best of their knowledge, — so we 
should thus simply and reverentially receive their records, without* set- 
ting them at variance with each other by compelling them in all cases 
to say the same things of the same events. 

5. If the Evangelists have delivered to us truly and faithfully the 
apostolic narratives, and if the Apostles spoke as the Holy Spirit 
enabled them, and brought events and sayings to their recollection, then 
we may be sure that if we knew the real process of the transactions 
themselves, that knowledge would enable us to give an account of the 
diversities of narration and arrangement which the Gospels now present 
to us. But without such knowledge, all attempts to accomplish this 
analysis in minute detail must be merely conjectural : and must tend to 
weaken the Evangelic testimony, rather than to strengthen it. 

6. The only genuine Harmony of the Gospels will be furnished by 
the unity and consistency of the Christian’s belief in their record, as 
true to the great events which it relates, and his enlightened and in- 
telligent appreciation of the careful diligence of the Evangelists in 
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arranging the important matter before them. If in that arrangement he 
finds variations, and consequently inaccuracies, on one side or the other, 
he will he content to acknowledge the analogy which pervades all the 
, divine dealings with mankind, and to observe that God, who works, in 
the communication of His other gifts, through the niedium of secondary 
agents — has been pleased to impart to us this, the record of His most 
precious Gift, also by human agency and teaching. He will acknow- 
ledge also in this, the peculiar mercy and condescension of Him who 
has adapted to universal human reception th« record of eternal life by 
His Son, by means of the very variety of individual recollections and 
modified reports. And thus he will arrive at the true Harmonistic view 
of Scripture; just as in the great and discordant world he does not 
seek peac^ by*setting one thing against another and finding logical 
solution for all, but by holy and peaceful trust in that Almighty Father, 
who doeth all things well. So that the argument so happily applied by 
Butler to the nature of the Revelation contained in the Scriptures, may 
with equal justice be applied to the looks themselves in which the record 
of that revelation is found, — that ‘ He who believes the Scriptures to 
have proceeded from Him who is the Author of nature, may well expect 
to find the same sort of difficulties in them, as are found in the constitu- 
tion of nature.’ 


CHAPTER IL 

OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW. 

SECTION I. 

ITS AUTHORSHIP. 

1. The author of this Gospel has been universally believed to be, THE 
Apostle Matthew. With this belief the contents of the Gospel are 
not inconsistent ; and we find it current in the very earliest ages (see 
testimonies in the next section). 

2. Of the Apostle Matthew we know very little for certain. He was 
the son of Alphteus (Mark ii. 14), and therefore probably the brother of 
James the less. His calling, from being a publican to be one of the 
Twelve, is narrated by all three Evangelists. By St. Mark and St. Luke 
he is called Levi ; in this Gospel, Matthew. Such change of name after 
becoming a follower of the Lord, was by no means uncommon ; and the 
appearance of the apostolic, not the original name, in the Gospel proceed- 
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ing from himself, is in analogy with the practice of Paul, who always in 
his Epistles speaks of himself by his new and Christian* appellation. 
(On the doubts raised in ancient times respecting the identity of Mat- 
thew and Levi, see note on Matt. ix. 9.) 

3. The Apostle Matthew is described by Clement of Alexandria as 
belonging to the afecetic Judaistic school of early Christians. Nothing 
is known of his apostblic labours out of Palestine, which Eusebius men- 
tions generally. Later writers fix the scene of them in Ethiopia, but 
also include in their circle. Macedonia, and several parts of Asia. Hera- 
cleon, as cited by Clement of Alexandria, relates that his death was 
natural. This is implicitly confirmed by Clement himself, and* by Origen 
and Tertullian, who mention only Peter, Paul, and James the greater, as 
martyrs among the Apostles. 

e 


SECTION II. 

ITS ORIGINAL LANGUAGE. 

On this ])oliit, which cannot be supposed of great interest to the 
English reader, he may be contented to be informed thus much, that it 
has been disputed among biblical scholars, whether this Gospel was 
originally composed in Hebrew, or in Greek : — that the testimony of the 
early Church is unanimous, that it was written in Hebrew : — but that 
some doubt is thrown upon the sufficiency of this testimony, from a 
probability that some at least of the Fathers mistook the apocryphal 
“ Gospel according to the Hebrews” for the Gospel of St. Matthew: — 
and that the phsenomcna of the Gospel itself are strongly agayist the 
idea that it was written originally in any other language than that in 
which we now possess it : viz. in Greek. 

For the further treatment of the question, I must refer to my Greek 
Testament, Yol. I., Prolegomena, ch. ii. § ii. 


SECTION III. 

rOR WHAT READERS AND WITH WHAT OBJECT IT WAS WRITTEN. 

1. An- opinion has generally prevailed, both in ancient and modem 
times, that Matthew originally drew up his Gospel for the use of the 
Jewish converts in Palestine. And internal notices tend to confirm this 
inference. We have fewer interpretations of Jewish customs, laws, and 
localities, than in the two other Gospels. The whole narrative proceeds 
more upon a Jewish view of matters, and is concerned more to establish 
that point, which to a Jewish convert would be most important, — 
that Jesus was the lUessiah prophesied in the Old Testament. Hence 
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the commencement of His genealogy from Abraham and David ; hence 
the frequent notice of the necessity of this or that event happening, 
lecause it ims so foretold hy the JE^ropJiets ; hence the constant opposition 
of our Lord’s spiritually ethical teaching to the carnal forn^listic ethics 
of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

2. But we must not think of the Gospel as a •systematic treatise 
drawn up with this end continually in view. It only exercised a very 
general and indirect influence over the composition, not excluding nar- 
ratives, sayings, and remarks which had no such tendency, or even par- 
took of an opposite one. 

3. Grecian readers were certainly also in the view of the Apostle ; 
and in consequence, he adds interpretations and explanations, such, for 
example, as ch. i. 23 ; xxvii. 8, 33, 46, for their information. 

4. In furtherance of the design above mentioned, we may discern 
(with the caution given in 2) a more frequent and consistent reference 
to the Lord as a King, and to his Messianic kingdom, than in the other 
Gospels. “Designing these remarks not as a complete Introduction to 
the Gospels, but merely as subsidiary to the following Commentary, 
I purposely do not give instances of these characteristics, but leave them 
to be gathered by the student as he proceeds. 


SECTION IV. 

AT WHAT TIME IT* WAS WRITTEN. 

The^ testimony of the early Church is unanimous, that Matthew 
wrote firsts among the Evangelists. Clement of Alexandria, who dis- 
sented from the present order of our Gospels, yet placed those of 
Matthew and Luke first. Origen’s testimony is, that tradition in his 
time reported Matthew to have written fiffet. And Irenaeus relates that 
Matthew wrote his Gospel while Peter and Paul were preaching and 
founding the Church in Rome. Without adopting this statement, we 
may remark that it represents a date, to wliich internal chronological 
notices arc not repugnant. It seems, from ch. xxvii. 8, and xxviii. 15, 
that some considerable time had elapsed since the events narrated ; while, 
from the omission of all mention of the destruction of Jerusalem, it would 
appear that the Gospel was published before that event. All these marks 
of time are, however, exceedingly vague, especially when other notices 
are taken into account, which place the Gospel eight years after the 
Ascension (so Theophylact and Euthymius) ; — fifteen years after the 
Ascension (Nicephorus) : — at the time of the stoning of Stej)hen (Cosmas 
Indicopleustes).- 
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SECTION V. 

ITS STYLE AlO) CHAEACTEB. ^ 

1. The Gospel of Matthew is written in the same form of diction 

which pervades the Other Gospels, the Hebraistic or Hellenistic Greek. 
This dialect resulted from the dispersion of the Greek -language by the 
conquests of Alexander, ^nd more especially from the intercourse of 
Jews with Greeks in the city of Alexandria. It is i^at of the LXX 
version of the Old Testament ; of the apocryphal books ; and of the 
writings of Philo and Josephus. In these two latter, however, it is not 
so marked, as in versions from the Hebrew, or bool^ aiming at a 
Hebraistic character. * 

2. Of the three Gospels, that of Matthew presents the most complete 
example of the Hebraistic diction and construction, with perhaps the 
exception of the first chapter of Luke. And from what has been above 
said respecting its design, this would naturally be the case. 

3. The internal character of this Gospel also answers to what we 

know of the history and time of its compilation. Its marks of chrono- 
logical sequence are very vague, and many of them are hardly perhaps 
to be insisted on at all. When compared with the more definite notices 
of Mafk and Luke, its order of events is sometimes superseded by theirs. 
It was to be expected, in the earliest written accounts of matters so 
important, that the object should rather be to record the things done, 
and the sayings of our Lord, than the precise order in which they took 
place. • 

4. It is in this principal duty of an Evangelist that Mat&iew stands 
pre-eminent ; and especially in the report of the longer discourses of our 
Lord. It was within the limits of his purpose in writing, to include all 
the descriptions of the state and hopes of the citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven which Jesus gave during His ministry. This seems to have 
been the peculiar gift of the Spirit to him, — to recall and deliver down, 
in their strictest verbal connexion, such discourses as the Sermon on the 
Mount, ch. V. — vii. ; the apostoUc commission, ch. x. ; the discourse 
concerning John, ch. xi. ; that on blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, 
ch. xii. ; the series of parables, ch. xiii. ; that to the Apostles on their 
divisions, ch. xviii. ; and in their fulness, the whole series of polemical 
discourses and prophetic parables in ch. xxi, — xxv. 

5. It has been my endeavour in the following Commentary, to point 
out the close internal connexion of the longer discourses, and to combat 
the mistake of those critics, who suppose them to be no more than col- 
lections of shorter sayings associated together from similarity of subject 
or character. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK. 

SECTION I. 

ITS AUTHOESHIP. 

1, As in the case of the two other Gospels, we are dependent entirely 
on traditional sources for the name of the author. It has been univer- 
sally believed to be Marcus. : and further, that he was the same person 
who in Aks xii, 12, 25 ; xv. 37, is spoken of as John whose surname was 
Mark : in xiii. 5, 13, as John : in xv. 39, as Mark : also in Col. iv. 10 : 
2 Tim. iv^ll ;*Philem. 21. The few particulars gleaned respecting him 
from Scripture are, that his mother’s name was Mary (Acts xii. 12) ; and 
that she was sister to the Apostle Barnabas (Col. iv. 10) ; that she dwelt 
in Jerusa\pm (jActs, ibid.) ; that he was converted to Cliristianity by the 
Apostle Peter (1 Pet. v. 13) ; that he became the minister and com- 
panion of Paul and Barnabas, in their first missionary journey (Acts xii. 
25) ; and was the cause of the variance and separation of these Apostles 
on their second (Acts xv. 37— 40),— Barnabas wishing to take him 
again with them, but Paul refusing, because he had departed from them 
before the completion of the former journey (Acts xiii. 13). He then 
became the companion of Barnabas in his journey to Cyprus (Acts xv. 
39). We find him however again with Paul (Col. iv. 10), and an allusion 
apparently made in the words there to some previous stain on his charac- 
ter, which was then removed ; see also Philem. 24 : 2 Tim. iv. 11. 
Lastly,* we dnd him with Peter (1 Pet. v. 13). From Scripture we know 
no more concerning him. But an unanimous tradition of the ^ ancient 
Christian writers represents him as the “ interpreter ’ of Peter : ^ i. e. the 
secretary or amanuensis, whose office it was to commit to writing the 
orally-delivered instructions and narrations of the Apostle. See authori- 
ties quoted in § ii., below. 

2. Tradition brings him with Peter to Rome (hut apparently only on 
the authority of 1 Pet. v. 13) ; and thence to Alexandria. He is said 
to have become first bishop of the Church in that city, and to have 
gufiered martyrdom there. All this however is exceedingly uncertain. 


SECTION II. 
ixs OEionf. 

1 It was universally believed in the ancient Church, that Mark’s 
Gospel was written under the influence, and almost by the dictation, ot 

Peter. 
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(d) Eusebius quotes from Papias, as a testimony of John the pres- 
byter, “ Mark was the interpreter of Peter, and wrote down accurately 
whatever he recollected.” 

(h) The same author says, Mark, the disciple^ and interpreter of 
Peter, has delivered down to us in writing the things preached by Peter.” 
This he quotes from Irensus ; and further that this took place after the 
deaths of Peter and Paul. 

(c) The same author relates on the authority of Clenient and Papias, 
that the hearers of Peter at Rome, unwilling that his teaching should be 
lost to them, besought Mark, who was a follower of Peter, to commit to 
writing the substance of that teaching ; that the Apostle, being informed 
supcrnaturally of the work in which Mark was engaged, “ was pleased 
with the earnestness of the man, and authorized the writing according to 
the request of the Church.” This account is manifestly inconsistent 
with the former. 

(d) Eusebius gives yet another account, citing the ’^Tcry passage of 
Clement above referred to ; that Peter, knowing of Mark’s worlc when it 
was com})leted and published, “ Neither forbade it, nor encouraged it.” 

{e) The same author elsewhere sa 3 ^s, “ Thus says Peter concerning 
himself : for all things found in Mark are said to have been memorials ol 
the discourses of Peter.” 

(/) Tertullian relates : The Gospel which Mark put forth is 

affirmed to be Peter’s, whose interpreter Mark was.” 

(y) J erome writes : ‘‘ Paul then had Titus for his interpreter, as also 
St. Peter had Mark, whose Gospel was composed by him writing at 
Peter’s dictation.” 

2. The above testimonies must now be examined as to how far we are 
bound to receive them as decisive. We may observe that the matter 
to which they refer is one which could, from its nature, have been known 
to very few persons ; viz. the private and unavowed influence of an 
Apostle over the writer. (For I reject at once the account which 
makes Peter authorize the Gospel, from no such authorization being 
apparent, which it certainly would have been, had it ever existed.) 
Again, the accounts cited are most vague and inconsistent as to the 
extent and nature of this influence, — some stating it to have been no 
more than that Peter preached, and Mark, after his death, collected the 
substance of his testimony from memoiy ; others making it extend even 
to the dictation of the words b}^ the Apostle. 

3. It is obvious that all such accounts must be judged according to 
the phsenomena presented by the Gospel itself. Now we find, in the 
title of the Gospel, a presumption that no such testimony of Peter is 
here presented to us, as we have of Matthew in. the former Gospel. 
Had such been the case, we should have found it called the Gospel 
according to I^eter, not according to Mark. 
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4. If again we examine the contents of the Gospel, we are certainly 
not justified in eoncluding that Peter s hand has been directly employed 
in its compilation in its present form. The various mentions, and 
omissions of mention, of incidents in which that Apostle is directly 
concerned, are such as to be in no wa}’’ consistently accounted for on 
this hypothesis. For let it he allowed that a natural modesty might 
have occasionally led him to omit matters tending to his honour, — yet 
how are we to account for his omitting to give an exact detail of other 
things at whiclj he was present, and of wdiich he might have rendered 
the most, precise and circumstantifil account ? This has been especially 
the case in the narrative of the day of the llesurrection, not to mention 
numerous other instances which will be noticed in the Commentary. 
Besides, tiie a^ove hypothesis regarding his suppressions cannot be con- 
sistently carried out. A remarkable instance to the contrary may be 
seen ch. xvi. 7^ where “ tell his disciples and Feter^' stands for “tell his 
disciples ’i in Matthew. 

5. We are led to the same conclusion by a careful comparison of the 
contents of this Gospel with those of Matthew and Luke. We find that 
it follows the same great cycle of apostolic teaching ; — that its narra- 
tives are derived in many cases from the same sources ; — that it is im- 
probable that any individual Apostle should have moulded and fashioned 
a record which keejis so much to the beaten track of tlie generally- 
received Evangelic history. His own individual remembrances must 
unavoidably have introduced additions of so considerable an amount as 
to have given to the Gospel more original matter than it at present 
possesses. 

6. 13ut Vhile unable to conceive any influence directly exerted by 
Peter over the compilation of the Gospel, I would by no means deny 
the possibility of the derivation of some narratives in it from that 
Apostle, and recognize in such derivation the ground of the above tes- 
timonies. The peculiarly minute and graphic precision (presently, § viii. 
to be further spoken of) which distinguishes this Evangelist, seems to 
claim for him access in many cases to the testimony of some eye-witness 
where the other two Evangelists have not had that advantage. I have 
pointed out these cases where they occur, in the Commentary ; and 
have not hesitated in some of them to refer conjecturally to Peter as 
the source of the narration. 

7. The inference to be drawn from what has preceded is, that, — the 
general tradition of the ancients which ascribed to Mark a connexion 
with Peter as his secretary or interpreter, being adopted, as likely to be 
founded on fact, — yet the idea of any considerable or direct influence of 
Peter over the writing of the Gospel is not borne out by the work itself. 
We may so far recognize in it one form of the probable truth ; — it is 
likely that Markt from continual intercourse with and listening to Peter, 
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and possibly from preservation of many of his narrations entire, may 
have been able, after his death, or at all events when separated from 
him, to preserve in his Gospel those vivid and original touches of 
description and filhng-out of the incidents, which we. now discover in it. 
Further than this I do not think we are authorized in assuming ; and 
even this is conjectural only. 


SECTION III. 

FOR WHAT READERS AJfD WITH WHAT OBJECT IT WAS WRITTEN. 

1. Internal evidence is very full as to the class of readers for whom 
Mark compiled his Gospel : the Gentile Christians are clearly pointed 
out by the following indications : — 

(a) The omission of all genealogical notices of our Lord^s descent. 

(h) The general abstinence from Old Testament citations, except in 
reporting discourses of our Lord (ch. i. 2, 3 is the only exception, xv. 
28 being rejected as spurious). 

(c) The appending of interpretations to the Hebrew or Aramaic 
terms occurring in the narrative (ch. v. 41 ; vii. 11, 34). 

(d) ^^lie explanations of Jewish customs, as for example ch. vii. 3, 4. 

(e) Eemarkablc insertions or omissions in particular places : as, e. g. 

‘‘for all the nations,” ch. xi. 17, which words are omitted in Matthew and 
Luke : — no mention of the Jewish law ; — omission of the limitations 
of the mission of the Apostles in Matt. x. (common however also to 
Luke.) » 

2. It is tnie that too much stress must not be laid on single par- 
ticulars of this sort, as indicating design, where the sources of the 
Gospels were so scattered and fragnumtary. But the concurrence of all 
these affords, a very strong presumption that that class of readers was 
in the view of the Evangelist, in whose favour aU these circumstances 
unite. See Introduction to Matthew, § hi. 2. 


SECTION IV. 

AT WHAT TIME IT WAS WRITTEN. 

1. The most direct testimony on this head is that of Irenams (see 
above, § ii. 1, i), that it was after the deaths of Peter and Paul. This 
would place its date, at all events, after the year G3 (see Introd. to Acts, 
chronological table). But here, as in the case of the other Gospels, 
very little can be with any certainty inferred. We* have conflicting 
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traditions (see above, § ii.), and the Gospel itself affords us no clue 
whatever. 

2. One thing only we may gather from the contents of the three first 
Gospels, — that none of them could have been originally icritten after 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Had they been, the omission of all 
allusion to so signal a fulfilment of our Lord’s prophecies would he 
inexplicable. In the case indeed of Luke, we can approximate nearer 
than this (see below, ch. iv. § iv.) ; but in those of Matthew and Mark, 
this is all whic]|j can be safely assumed as to the time of their first publi- 
cation ;~that it was after the dispersion or even the death of most of the 
Apostles, and before the investment of Jei*usalem by the Eoman armies 
under Titus in the year 70. 


SECTION V. 

* AT WHAT PLACE IT WAS WEITTEN. 

Of this we have no trustworthy evidence. Most ancient writers 
(Clement, Eusebius, Jerome, Epiphanius, Ac.) mention Borne ; but appa- 
rently in connexion with the idea of Mark having written under the 
superintendence of Peter. Chrysostom mentions Alexandria; but no 
Alexandrine writer confirms the statement. In modern times, Storr has 
advanced a hypothesis that Mark wrote at Antioch, which he grounds, 
but insufficiently, on a comparison of ch. xv. 21, with Acts xi. 20. 

SECTION VI. 

IK WHAT LAKGUACE IT WAS WEITTEK. 

1. There has never been any reasonable doubt that Mark wrote in 
Oreeh. The two Syriac versions contain a marginal note, that Mark 
preached in Borne in Latin : and four of the later manuscripts of the 
Gospel append a notice to the same effect. This statement, however, is 
destitute of probability from any external or internal evidence, and is only 
one more assumption from the hypothetical publication in Home under 
the superintendence of Peter, and for Boman converts. 

2. Many writers of the Eomish Church have defended the hypothesis 
of a Latin original, being biassed by a wish to maintain the authority 
of the Vulgate : and a pretended part of the original autograph of the 
Evangelist is still shewn in the Library of St. Mark’s church at Venice; 
which, however, has been detected to be merely part of an ancient Latin 
MS. of the four gospels. 

3. If Mark wnote in Latin, it is almost inconceivable that the original 
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should have perished so early that no ancient writer should have made 
mention of the fact. For Latin was the language of a considerable and 
increasing body of Christians, — unlike Hebrew, which was little known, 
and belonged to a section of converts few in nugiber : — yet ancient 
testimony is unanimous to Matthew’s having written in Hebrew, — while 
we have not one witness to Mark having written in Latin. 


SECTION VII. 

GENUINENESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

1. This has never been called in question, till very recently by some 
of the German critics on, as it appears to me, wholly insufficient grounds. 
They allege that the testimony of Papias (see above, § ii. 1, a) does not 
apply to the contents of our present Gospel, but that sofne later hand 
has worked up and embellished the original simple and unarranged notices 
of Mark, which have perished. 

2. But neither do the words of Papias imply any such inference as 
that Mark’s notices must have been simple and unarranged ; nor, if they 
did, are they of any considerable authority in the matter. It is enough 
that from the very earliest time the Gospel has been known as that of 
Mark ; confirmed as this evidence is by the circumstance, that this name 
belongs to no great and distinguished founder of the Churchy to whom it 
might naturally be ascribed, but to one, the ascription to whom can hardly 
he accounted for, except by its foundation in matter of fact. 

3. On the genuineness of the remarkable fragment at the , end of the 
Gospel, see notes there. 


SECTION VIII. 

ITS STYLE AND CHARACTER. 

1. Of the three first Gospels, that of Mark is the most distinct and 
peculiar in style. By far the greater part of those graphic touches which 
describe the look and gesture of our Lord, the arrangement or appearance 
of those around Him, the feelings with which He contemplated the 
persons whom He addressed, are contained in this Gospel. While the 
matters related are fewer than in either Matthew or Luke, Mark, in by 
far the greater number of common narrations, is the most copious, and 
rich in lively and interesting detail. 

2. In one part only does Mark appear as an abridger of previously 
well-known facts ; viz. in ch. i. 1 — 13, where, — his object being to detail 
the official life of our Lord, — he hastens through th^ previous great 
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events, — the ministry of John, the baptism and temptation of Christ. 
But even in the abrupt transitions of this section, there is wonderful 
graphic power, presenting us with a series of life-like pictures, calculated 
to impress the reader strongly with the reality, and dignity, of the events 
related. 

3. Throughout the Gospel, even where the narrjitives are the most co- 
pious, the same isolated character of each, the same abrupt transition from 
one to another, is observable. There is no attempt to bind on one section 
to another, or t(j give any sequences of -events. But occasionally the very 
precision ^of the separate narratives of itself furnishes accurate and 
valuable chronological data : — e. g. the important one in ch. iv. 35, by 
which it becomes evident that the whole former part of Matthew’s Gospel 
is out of olironological order. 

4. Mark relates but few discourses. His object being to set forth 
Jesus as the SoK of God (see ch. i. 1), he principally dwells on the 
events of^is official life. But the same characteristics mark his report 
of our Lord’s discourses, where he relates them, as we have observed in 
the rest of his narrative. While the sequence and connexion of the 
longer discourses was that which the Holy Spirit peculiarly brought to 
the mind of Matthew, the Apostle from whom Mark’s record is derived 
seems to have been deeply penetrated and impressed by the solemn 
iterations of cadence and expression^ and to have borne away the very 
words themselves and tone of the Lord’s sayings. See especially, as 
illustrating this, the wonderfully sublime reply, ch. ix. 39 — 50. 

5. According to the view adopted and vindicated in the notes on ch. 
xvi. 9 — 20, the Gospel terminates abruptly with the words “for they 
were afraid,” ver. 8. That this was not intentionally done, but was a 
defect, — is apparent, by the addition, in apostolic times, of the authentic 
and most important fragment which now concludes the narrative. 

6. I regard the existence of the Gospel of Mark as a gracious and 
valuable proof of the accommodation by the divine Spirit of the records 
of the life of our Lord to the future necessities of the Church. While 
it contains little matter of fact which is not related in Matthew and 
Luke, and thus, generally speaking, forms only a confirmation of their 
more complete histories, it is so far from being a barren duplicate of 
that part of them which is contained in it, that it comes home to every 
reader with all the freshness of aii individual mind, full of the Holy 
Ghost, intently fixed on the great object of the Christian’s love and 
worship, reverently and affectionately following and recording His posi- 
tions, and looks, and gestures, and giving us the very echo of the tones 
■with which He spoke. And thus the believing student feels, while 
treating of and studying this Gospel, as indeed he does of each in its 
turn, that, — without venturing to compare with one another in value 
these rich and iibiding gifts of the Holy Spirit to the Church, the 
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Gospel of Mark is at least as precious to him as any of the others ; 
serving an end, and filling a void, which could not without spiritual 
detriment be left uncared for. 


CHAPTER rv. 

OP THE GOSPEL ACCOEDINa TO LUKE. 

SECTION I. ‘ ' 

ITS AUTHOESHIP. , 

« 

1. Although the Author of this Gospel plainly enough speaks of 
himself in his Introduction, and in that to the Acts of the Apostles, we 
are left to gather his name from tradition. Here, however, as in the 
case of Mark, there seems to be no reasonable ground of doubt. It has 
been universally ascribed to Lucas, or Lulce^ spoken of Col. iv. li, and 
again P^ilem. 24, and 2 Tim. iv. II. 

2. Of this person we know no more with any certainty than we find 
related in the Acts of the Apostles and the passages above referred to. 
From Col. iv. 11, 14, it would appear that he was not horn a Jew, being 
there distinguished from “ those of the circumcision.” It is, however, 
quite uncertain whether he had become a Jewish proselyte previous 
to his conversion to Christianity. His worldly calling was that of a 
JBhysician; he is called “the beloved Physician” by Paul, Col. iv. 14. 
A very late tradition, generally adopted by the Romish Church, makes 
him also to have been a fainter ; but it is in no respect deserving of 
credit. His birthplace is said by Eusebius and Jerome to have been 
Antioch, but traditionally only, and perhaps from a mistaken identification 
of him with Lucius, Acts xiii. 1. Tradition, as delivered by Epiphanius, 
Theophylact, Euthymius, &c., makes him to have been one of the seventy, 
Luke X. 1 ; but this is refuted hy his own testimon/y, in his Preface, — 
where he by implication distinguishes himself from those who were eye- 
witnesses and ministers of the word. It seems to have arisen from his 
Oospel alone containing the account of their mission. 

3. Luke appears to have attached himself to Paul during the second 
missionary journey of the Apostle, and at Troas (Acts xvi. 10). This 
may perhaps be inferred from his there first making use of the first 
ferson flwral in his narrative ; after saying (ver. 8) “ they came down 
to Troas,” he proceeds (ver. 10), “ immediately we endeavoured to go 
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into Macedonia.” He thence accompanied Paul to Macedonia, re- 
maining perhaps at Philippi (but see below, § iv. 3) until Paul returned 
thither again at the end of his second visit to Greece, after the disturbance 
• at Ephesus. Thenca (Acts xx. 5) we find him again accompanying Paul 
i' ’ Asia and J erusalem (xxi. 17) ; being apparently with him at Caesarea 
during his imprisonment (xxiv. 23) ; and travelling with him to Rome 
(xxvii. 1 — xxviii. 16). There we also find him remaining with the 
Apostle to a late period, very nearly till his martyrdom. (See 2 Tim. 

iv- 11.) . 

4. Of il^e time and manner of his death nothing certain is known, 
and the traditions are inconsistent with one another : some alleging him 
to have suffered martyrdom, while the general report is that he died a 
natural deo^h. 


, SECTION II. 

ITS OBIGIN. 

1. A plain statement of the origin of this Gospel is given us by the 
Author himself, in his preface, ch. i. 1 — 4. He there states that many 
had taken in hand to draw up a statement, according to the testimony 
of those who were from the beginning eye-witnesses and ministers of 
the word, of the matters received (or fulfilled) among Christians ; and 
that it therefore seemed good to him also, having carefully traced the 
progress of events from the first, to write an arranged account of the 
same to his friend (or patron) Theophilus. 

2. Ffom4his we gather, (1) that Luke was not himself an eye-witness^ 
nor a minister of the word from the beginning ; (2) that he compiled his 
Gospel the testimony of eye-witnesses and Apostles^ which he carefully 
collected and arranged. For (1) he implicitly excludes himself from the 
number of the “ eye-witnesses and ministers of the word,” and (2) by the 
“to me also” he includes himself among the “many” who made use of 
the testimony of eye-witnesses and of Apostles. 

3. I have before proved generally that the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark cannot have been among the number of these narratives of which 
Jjuhe speaks. I may now add to those proofs, that if Luke had seen 
and received, as of apostolic authority, either or both of these gospels, 
then his va/riations from them are, on his own shewing, unaccountable ; 
if he had seen them, and did not receive them, his coincidences with them 
are equally imaccountable. The improbabilities and absurdities involved 
in his having either or both of them before him and working up their 
narratives into his own, I have before dealt with, in the general Intro- 
duction to the Three Gospels. 

4. Judging entirely from the phaenomena presented by the Gospel 
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itself, my conclusion with regard to its sources is the following : — that 
Luke, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, drew up his Gospel inde- 
pendently of, and without knowledge of, those of Matthew and Mark ; 
— that he fell in with, in the main, the same cycle pf apostolic teaching- 
as the writers of those Gospels placed on record, viz. that which em- 
braced principally tl\e Galilcean life and ministry of our Lord, to the 
exclusion of that part of it which passed at Jerusalem before the formal 
call of the twelve Apostles ; — but that he possessed other sources of 
information, not open to the compiler of Matthew’s Gospel, nor to Mark. 

5. To this latter circumstance may be attributed his access to (I 
believe, from its peculiar style and character) a documentary record of 
the events preceding and accompanying the birth of the Lord, derived 
probably from her who alone was competent to narrate sej^eral parti- 
culars contained in it : — his preservation of the precious and most im- 
portant cycle of our Lord’s discourses and parables contained in that 
large section of his Gospel, ch. ix. 51 — xviii. 15, which is mostly peculiar 
to himself : — numerous other details scattered up and down in every 
part of his narrative, shewing information from an eye-witness ; — and, 
lastly, his enlarged account of some events following the Eesurrection, and 
the narration, hy him alone, of the circumstances accompanying the 
Ascension. 

6. ^ tradition was very early current, that Luke’s Gospel contained 
the substance of the teaching of Faul. Irenseus states : “ Luke, the 
follower of Paul, set down in a book the Gospel preached by that 
Apostle See also TertuUian. But this is contradicted by the 
implicit assertion of the Evangelist himself in his preface, that the Gospel 
was compiled and arranged by himself from the testimony of those 
who, ^from the beginning of our Lord's ministry' were eye-witnesses or 
ministers of the word. Among these it is not, of course, possible to 
reckon Paul. 

7. It is however an interesting enquiry, how far his continued inter- 
course with the great Apostle of the Gentiles may have influenced his 
diction, or even his selection of facts. It is a remarkable coincidence, 
that the account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper should be nearly 
verbatim the same in Luke xxii. 19, and in 1 Cor. xi. 23, — and that 
Paul claims to have received this last from the Lord. For we know, 
that to compensate to Paul in his apostolic office for the want of the 
authority of an eye-witness, and to constitute him a witness to the truth 
of the Gospel, a revelation was made to him, — to which he refers. 
Gal. i. 12 : Eph. iii. 3 : 1 Cor. xi. 23 ; xv. 3, — embracing at least 

' Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome go so far as to understand the expression «iny 
Gospel,'* Horn. ii. 16, of the Qospel of Inike, But this is contrary to the usage of the 
word ” Gospel” in the Kew Testament : see notes there. « 
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the leading facts of the evangelic history. And this circumstance may 
have acted imperceptibly on the mind of Luke, and even shaped or 
filled out some of his narratives, in aid of direct historic sources of 
•testimony. 

8. There is very little trace of PauV 8 peculiar diction^ or prominence 
given to the points which it became his especial worjp to inculcate in the 
Gospel of Luke. ^ Doubtless we may trace a similar cast of mind and 
feeling in some instances ; as e. g. Luke’s carefulness to record the 
sayings of our I^rd which were assertive of His unrestricted love for 
Jew and (gentile alike : Luke iv. 25 ff. ; ix. 52 ; x. 30 ff. ; xvii. 16, 

18. We may observe too that in Luke those parables and sayings are 
principally found, which most directly regard the great doctrine of 
man’s free ijustification by grace through faith: e. g. ch. xv. IL ff ; 
xvii. 10; xviii. 14, in which latter place the use of “justified” (see 
note there) is remarkable. These instances, however, are but few,-— 
and it ma^ perhaps be doubted whether Commentators in general have 
not laid too great stress upon them. It would be very easy to trace 
similar relations and analogies in the other Gospels, if we were bent, 
upon doing so. 


SECTION HI. 

FOE WHAT EEADEES AND WITH WHAT OBJECT IT WAS WEITTE:^. 

1. Both these questions are formally answered for us by the Evan- 
gelist liimseK He states, ch, i. 3, that he wrote primarily /or the benefit 
of one Theophilus, and that he might know the certainty of those accounts 
which had formed the subject of his catechetical instruction. 

2. But we can hardly suppose this object to have been the only 
moving cause to the great work which Luke was undertaking. The 
probabilities of the case, and the practice of authors in inscribing their 
works to particular persons, combine to persuade us that Luke must 
have regarded his friend as the representative of a class of readers for 
whom his Gospel was designed. And in enquiring what that class was, 
we must deal with the data funiished by the Gospel itself. 

3. In it we find universality the predominant character. There is no 
marked regard paid to Jewish readers, as in Matthew, nor to Gentiles, 
as in Mark ; if there be any preference, it seems rather on the side of the 
latter. In conformity with J ewish practice, we have a genealogy of our 
Lord, which however does not, as in Matthew, stop with Abraham, but 
traces up his descent even to the progenitor of the human race. Com- 
mentators have noticed that Luke principally records those sayings and 
acts of our Lord % which God’s mercy to the Gentiles is set forth : 
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see ch. rv. 11 ff. ; xviii. 10 ; xix. 5 (but see notes there) ; x. 33 ; xvii. 19 ; 
ix. 52 — 56 ; iv. 25 — 27. Such instances, however, are not much to be 
relied on ; — see above, ch. i. § ii. 6 ; — ^to which I will add, that it would 
be easy to construct a similar list to prove the same point with respect 
to Matthew or John® ; — and I therefore much prefer assigning the above 
character of univer^lity to this Gospel, wliich certainly is visible 
throughout it. That it was constructed for Gentile readers as well as 
for Jews, is plain; and is further confirmed from the fact of its author 
having been the friend and companion of the gre^ Apostle of the 
Gentiles. ^ 

4. I infer then that the Gospel was designed for the general use of 

Christians, whether Jews or Gentiles ; and subordinately to this general 
purpose, for those readers whose acquaintance with Jewish <?ustoms and 
places was sufiicient to enable them to dispense with those elucidations 
of them which Mark and John have given, but which ^e not found in 
Matthew or Luke. r, 

5. The object of the Gospel has been sufficiently declared in Luke’s 
own words above cited, — that the converts might know the certainty of 
those things in which they had received oral instruction as catechumens ; 
in other words, that the portions of our Lord’s life and discourses thus 
imparted to them might receive both permanence, by being committed 
to writing, — and completion, by being incorporated in a detailed narra- 
tive of His acts and sayings. 


SECTION IV. 

AT WHAT TIME IT WAS WEITTEH. • 

1. We are enabled to approximate to the time of the publication of 
this Gospel with much more certainty than we can to that of any of the 
others. The enquiry may be thus conducted. — We may safely assume 

® e. g. Matthew relates the visit of the Magi, ch. ii. 1 ff. ; refers to Galilee of the 
Gentiles seeing a great light, ch. iv. 15, 16 : — ‘ Many shall come from the Bast and 
West* &c. ch. viii. 11 — ‘ Come unto Me all ye that labour* ch. xi. 28 ; the Syrophoe- 
nician woman (not related by Luke), ch. xv. 21 ff.; ‘The Kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation,* &c. ch. xxi. 43 (omitted by Luke) : ‘ The elect 
from the four winds of heaven* (not in Luke), ch. xxiv. 31 : ‘ The judgment of all the 
nations* ch. xxv. 31 — 46 : ‘ Make disciples of all the nations,* ch. xviii. 19.— Again, 
John relates the visit to the Samaritans, ch. iv. j ‘ The other sheep not of this fold* 
ch. X. 16 ; ‘ not for that nation only, but that he should gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad* ch. xi. 62 ; ‘The request of the Greeks 
at the feast,' ch. xii. 20, &c. &c. See the view, that Luke wrote for Greeks principally, 
ingeniously illustrated in the lecture prefixed to this Gospel in the first volume of Dr. 
Wordsworth’s Greek Testament : which however, like the other notices of this learned 
and estimable writer, is written far too^ strongly in the spirit of an advocate, who can 
see only that which it is his wm to prove. c 
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that the ^former treatise ’ of Acts i. 1, can he no other than this Gospel. 
And on that follows the inference, that the Gospel was published before 
the Acts of the Apostles. Now the last event recorded in the Acts is an 
•interview of Paul with the Jews, shortly after his arrival in Eome. We 
further have the publication of the Acts, by the words of ch. xxviii. 30, 
postponed two whole years after that arrival ai^d interview ; but, I 
believe, no longer than that. For had Paul continued longer than that 
time in his hired house before the publication, it must have been so 
stated ; and had^ he left Eome or that house, or had any remarkable 
event happened to him before the publication, we cannot suppose that 
so careful a recorder as Luke would have failed to bring his work down 
to the time then present, by noticing such departure or such event. I 
assume theji the publication of the Acts to have taken place two years 
after PauVs arrival at Rome : i. e. according to Wieseler (see my 
chronological table in Introduction to Acts), in the spring of a.d. 63. 

2. We h«give tlierefore a fixed date, before which the Gospel must have 
been published. But if I am not mistaken, we have, by internal 
evidence, the date of its publication removed some time back from this 
date. It is hardly probable that Luke would speak of, as “ the former 
treatise,” a work in which he was then, or had been very lately, engaged. 
But not to dwell on this, — even allowing that the prefatory and dedi- 
catory matter, as is usually the case, may have come last from the Jiands 
of the author, — I find in the account of the Ascension, which imme- 
diately follows, a much more cogent proof, that the Gospel had been 
some considerable time published. For while it recapitulates the Gospel 
account just so much that we can trace the same hand in it (compare 
Acts i. 4 wit^ Luke xxiv. 49), it is manifestly a different account, much 
fuller in particulars, and certainly unknown to the Evangelist when he 
wrote his Gospel. Now, as we may conclude, in accordance with the 
“ having traced down all things accurately from the very first,” of Luke i. 
3, that he would have carefully sought out every available source of infor- 
mation at the time of writing his Gospel, — this becoming acquainted with 
a new account of the Ascension implies that in the mean time fresh 
sources of information had been opened to him. And this would most 
naturally be by change of place, seeing that various fixed cycles of apos- 
tolic teaching were likely to be current in, and about, the respective 
mother churches. Now the changes of place in Luke’s recent history 
had been, — two years before, from Caesarea to Eome, Acts xxvii. 1 ff. ; 
two years and a half before that, from Philippi to Jerusalem, Acts xx. 6 ; 
xxi. 15 ff., — and Caesarea. This last is left to be inferred from his leaving 
Caesarea with Paul, ch. xxvii. 1 ; — at all events he was during this time 
in Palestine, with, or near Paul. I shall make it probable in the Intro- 
duction to the Acts of the Apostles, that during this period he was en- 
gaged in collecting materials for and compiling that book ; and by conse- 
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quence (see above), that in all probability the Gospel had been then 
written and published. This would place its publication before a.d. 58 ; 
— consequently, before the traditional date of the Gospel of Matthew, — 
see above, ch. ii. § iv. ‘ 

3. Tracing Luke’s history further back than this, — it has been thought 
that he remained at JPhilippi during the whole time comprised between 
Acts xvii. 1 and xx. 6, because he disuses the first person at the first of 
those dates, at Philippi, — and resumes it also at Philippi, at the second. 
Now this was a period of seven years : far too long for .such an inference 
as the above to be made with any probability. During this l^me he may 
have travelled into Palestine, and collected the information which he 
incorporated in his Gospel. For that it was collected in Palestine, is 
on all accounts probable. And that it should have been published much 
before this is, I think, improbable. 

4. My reasons are the following: — I have implied in^ the former part 
of this Introduction, that it is not likely that the present evangelic collec- 
tions would be made, until the dispersion of all or most of the Apostles 
on their missionary journeys. Besides this, the fact of numerous narra- 
tives having been already drawn up after the model of the apostolic 
narrative teaching, forbids us to suppose their teaching by oral commu- 
nication to have been in its fulness still available. Now the Apostles, or 
the greater part of them, were certainly at Jerusalem at the time of the 
council in Acts xv. 1 — 5 ff., i. e. about A.n. 50. How soon after that 
time their dispersion took place, it is quite impossible to determine : — but 
we have certainly this date as our starting-point, before which, as I 
believe, no Gospel could have been published. 

5. After this dispersion of the Apostles, it wiU be necesliary to allow 
some time to elapse for the narratives of which Luke speaks (ch. i. 1) to 
be drawn up ; — not less certainly than one or two years, or more ; which 
would bring us just about to the time when he was left behind by Paul 
in Philippi. This last arrangement must however be, from its merely 
hypothetical grounds, very uncertain. 

6. At all events, we have thus eight years, a.d. 50 — 58, as the limits 
within which it is probable that the Gospel was published. And, without 
pretending to minute accuracy in these two limits, we may at least set 
it down as likely that the publication did not take place much before 
Luke and Paul are found together, nor after the last journey which 
Paul made to Jerusalem, a.d. 58. And even if the grounds on which 
this latter is concluded be objected to, we have, as a final resort, the 
fixed date oi publication of the Acts two years after Paul’s arrival 
at Rome, after which, by internal evidence, the Gospel cannot have been 
published. 
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SECTION V. 

AT WHAT PLACE IT WAS WRITTE1S-. 

1. Our answer to this enquiry will of course depend upon the con- 
siderations discussed in the last section. Adopting the view there 
taken, we find Luke in Asia Minor, Syria, or Palestine (probably) 
previously to hig^ first journey with Paul a.d. 51 ; and from that time 
till his secqnd journey a.d. 58, perhaps remaining in Greece, but perhaps 
also travelling for the sake of collecting information for his Gospel. 
At all events, at the latter part of this period he is again found at 
Philippi. W e need not then dissent from the early tradition, reported by 
Jerome, that Luke published his Gospel in the parts of Achaia and 
Eoeotia, as being on the whole the most likely inference. 

2. The aascription in the Syriac version, — and Simeon Metaphrastes in 
the tenth century, — report that the Gospel was written at Alexandria, 
but apparently without any authority. 


SECTION YI. 

> 

IN WHAT LANGUAGE IT WAS WHITTEN. 

There never has been any doubt that Luke wrote his Gospel in Greek. 
His familiarity with Greek terms and idioms, and above all, the classical 
style of his ^eface, are of themselves convincing internal evidence that it 
was so. 


SECTION VII. 

GENUINENESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

1. It has been generally and almost unanimously acknowledged 
that the Gospel which we now possess is that written and published 
by Luke. 

2. Whatever doubts may have been raised by rationalistic Com- 
mentators as to the genuineness of the two first chapters, have been 
adopted in aid of their attempts to overthrow their authenticity (on 
which see the next section) ; and have rested on no sufficient ground 
of themselves. Their principal appeal is to Marcion, who notoriously 
mutilated the Gospel, to make it favour his views of the Person of 
Chnst. 
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SECTION VIII. 

THE AUTHEKTICITT OE THE TWO FIEST CHAPTEES. 

1. If the view maintained above of the probable time of the publica- 
tion of the Gospel be adopted, — and its later terminus, the publication of 
the Acts two years after Paul’s imprisonment at Eome began, is, I think, 
heyond question ^ — I cannot see how any reasonable doubt can be thrown 
upon the authenticity of this portion of the narrative^ For there were 
those living, who might have contradicted any false or exaggerated 
account of our Lord’s birth and the events which accompanied it. If 
not the Mother of our Lord herself, yet His brethreK were certainly 
living : and the universal reception of the Gospel in the very earliest ages 
sufficiently demonstrates that no objection to this part of the sacred 
narrative had been heard of as raised by them. 

2. The ‘‘ accurate tracing down” of Luke forbids us to ima^ne that ho 
would have inserted any narrative in his Gospel which he had not ascer- 
tained to rest upon trustworthy testimony, as far as it was in his power 
to ensure this : and the means of ensuring it must have been at that 
time so amyile and satisfactory, that I cannot imagine for a moment any 
other origin for the account, than such testimony. 

3. if w’e enquire what was probably the source of the testimony, I 
answer, that but one person is conceivable as delivering it, and that 
person the Mother of our Lord. She was living in the Christian body 
for some time after the Ascension ; and would most certainly have been 
appealed to for an account of the circumstances attending His birth and 
infancy. 

4. If she gave any account of these things, it is inconceivable that 
this account should not have found its way into the records of the 
Lord’s life possessed by the Christian Church, but that instead of it 
a spurious one should have been adopted by two of our Evangelists, 
and that so shortly after, or even coincident with, her own presence in 
the Church. 

■ 5. Just as inconceivable, even supposing the last difficulty sur- 
mounted, is the formation of a mythical, or in any other way unreal 
account of these things, and its adoption, in the primitive age of the 
Church. For the establishment of this I refer to the late Professor 
Mill’s able tract, On the Mythic Interpretation of Luke i. ; — in which 
he has stated and severally refuted the arguments of Strauss and the 
rationalists. 

6. I infer then that the two first chapters of this Gospel contain 
the account given by the Mother of our Lord, of His birth, and its 
prefatory and attendant circumstances ; of some of which circumstances 
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that ill Matt. i. 18 — 25 is a more compendious, and wholly independent 
account. 


SECTION IX. 

ITS STYLE AND CHARACTER. 

1. We might have expected from Luke’s name and profession, that he 
was a man of education, and versed in the elegant use of the Greek, 
which was then Idie polite language in the Roman empire. We accord- 
ingly find ihat while we have very numerous Hebraisms in his Gospel, 
we also have far more classical idioms, and a much freer use of Greek 
compounds than in the others. 

2. The tjomposition of the sentences is more studied and elaborate 
than in Matthew or Mark : the Evangelist appears more frequently in 
the narrative, dqjivering his own estimate of men and things ; — e. g. ch. xvi. 
14 ; vii. 2^, 30 ; xix. 11 al. ; — ^lie seems to love to recount instances of 
our Lord’s tender compassion and mercy ; — and in the report of His 
parables^ e. g. in ch. xv., is particularly simple in diction, and calculated 
to attract and retain the attention of his readers. 

3. In narrative, this Evangelist is very various, according to the 
copiousness or otherwise of the sources from which he drew. Some- 
times he merely gives a hasty compendium : at others he is most minute 
and circumstantial in detail, and equally graphic in description with 
Mark : see as instances of this latter, ch. vii. 14 ; ix. 29. It has been 
remarked (Olshausen) that Luke gives with extreme accuracy not so 
much the discourses ^ as the observations and occasional sayings of our 
Lord, with ISie replies of those who were present. This is especially the 
case in his long and important narrative of the journey up to Jerusalem, 
ch. ix. 51 — xviii. 14. 

4. On the question how far those doctrines especially enforced by the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles are to be traced, as inculcated or brought 
forward in this Gospel, see above in this chapter, § ii. 7. 

5. In completeness^ this Gospel must rank first among the four. The 
Evangelist begins with the announcement of the birth of Christ’s Fore- 
runner, pnd concludes with the particulars of the Ascension : thus em- 
bracing the whole great procession of events by which our Redemption by 
Christ was ushered in, accomplished, and sealed in heaven. And by 
recording the allusion to the promise of the Father (ch. xxiv. 49), he has 
introduced, so to speak, a note of passage to that other history, in 
which the fulfilment of that promise, the great result of Redemption, 
was to be related. It may be remarked, that this completeness, — while 
it shews the earnest diligence used by the sacred writer in searching 
out, and making use of every information within his reach, — forms an 
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additional proof that he can never have seen the Gospels of M&.tthew 
and Mark, — or he would (to say nothing of the other difficulties attend- 
ing this view, which have before been dealt with in ch. i.) most certainly 
ha/ve a/vailed himself of those pa/rts of thei/r narratives^ which are now not 
contaimd m his own. 
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THE GOSPEL 


ACCOEDING TO 

• MATTHEW. 


I. ^ The book of the ^generation of Jesus Christ, the 
son of I^avid* the ^ son of Abraham. ^ ^ Abraham begat ^ 

Isaac; and ® Isaac begat Jacob; and ^ Jacob begat Judas ‘'SV. is!' 
and his brethren; ^ and ^ Judas begat Phares and Zara 

^ e Gen. xxv. 26. 

f Gen. XXXV. 22—26. g Gen. xxiviii. 27. 


Title] Gospel, from ffod and spel, 
“good message'^ or “news:” a transla- 
tion of the Greek “ euangelion/’ which 
means the same. This name came to be 
applied to the writings themselves which 
contain this good news, very early. Justin 
Martyr, in the second century, speaks of 
“ the memoirs drawn up by the Apostles, 
which are called gospels (euangelia).” 
according to«Matthew] as delivered hy 
Matthew, implies authorship or editor- 
ship, It is not merely eciuivalent to of 
Matthew, which would have been said, had 
it been meant. Nor does it signify that 
the original teaching was Matthew’s, and 
the present gospel drawn up after that 
teaching. Eusebius tells us, that Mat- 
thew “ delivered to writing the gospel 
according to him.” 

Chap. 1 . 1 — 17.] Genealogy op Jesfs 
Cheist. 1. book of the generation] 

Not always used of a pedigree only ; see 
relf. Here however it appears that it 
refers exclusively to the genealogy, by 
“ Jesus ChrisV^ being used in the enun- 
ciation, and the close being Jesus which 
is called Christ,^* Then ver. 17 forms a 
conclusion to it, and ver. 18 passes on to 
other matter. Jesus] See on ver. 21. 

Christ] The word is ecjuivalent to 
the Hebrew Messiah, anointed. It is 
used of kings, priests, prophets, and 
of the promised Deliverer. It is hero 
used (see ver. 16) in that sense in which 
VOL. I. ^ 


it became affixed to Jesus as the name of 
our Lord. It does not once thus occur 
in the progress of the Evangelic 
only in the prefatory parts of the Gos- 
pels, here and vv. 16, 17, 18 : Mark i. 1 ; 
John i. 17, and once in the mouth of our 
Lord Himself, John xvii. 3 j but conti- 
nually in the Acts and E])istles. This may 
serve to shew that the evangelic memoirs 
themselves were of earlier date than their 
incorporation into our present Gospels. 

son . . . son] both times refers to 
our Lord. Son of David was an especial 
title of the Messiah ; see reff. That He 
should be son of Abraham, was too solemn 
a subject of prophecy to be omitted here, 
even though implied in the other. These 
words serve to shew the character of the 
Gospel, as written /or Jeivs. Luke, ch. iii. 
23 If., carries his genealogy further back. 

2. and bis brethren] These addi- 
tions probably indicate that Matt, did not 
take his genealogy from any family^ or 
public documents, but constructed it him- 
self. 3.] These children of Judah 

were not bom in marriage : see Gen, 
xxxviii. 16—30. Both the sons are named, 
probably as recalling the incident con- 
nected with their birth. The reason for 
the women (Thamar, Bahab, Ruth, and 
Bathsheba) being iiientioned, has been 
variously assigned : it might be, to meet 
the objection of the Jews to our Lord*s 
birth : or for the sake of mirnde accuracy. 
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hRuthiv.18. of Thamar; and ^Phares begat Esrom; and ^Esrom 
begat Aram; ^ and ^^Aram begat Aminadab; and ^Ami- 
k\ nadab begat Naasson; and ^Naasson begat Salmon; -^and 
ii^Kingsxiv. h Salmon begat Booz of Pachab; and ^Booz begat Obed 
m^i Kings XV, Ruth; and ^Obed begat Jesse; ® and ^ Jesse begat 
ni Kings XV. king; and ^ David the king begat Solomon of 

p2King8viii. ker [®' that fiad been the wife'\ of Urias ; 7 and ^ Solomon begat 
q see 2 Roboam ; and ^ Roboam begat Abia ; and ^ Abia begat Asa ; 
r 2*^ings ^ ^ begat Josaphat ; and ® Josaphat begat Joram ; 

B2^ing8xvi. and P Joram begat Ozias; ^ and ^Ozias begat Joatham ; 
t2^Kingsxx. and ^Joatham begat Achaz ; and ® Achaz begat Ezckias ; 
" ‘Ezckias begat Maiiasses; and “Manasscs begat 
Amoii; and ^Amon begat Josias; and ^Joiias begat 
Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were 

not expressed in the original. • 

It most probably is, that the Evangelist count of the character commcfhly assigned 
omitted what was ordinary, but stated to her. 8. Joram . . Ozias] I'hri^o 
what was doubtful or singular. It has kings, viz. Aliaziah, .Toash, Ainaziali 
boon suggested, that as these women are (1 Chron. iii. 11, 12), are lu^re omitted, 
of Gentile origin or dubious chara(^ter. Some think that they were erased on a.e- 
they may be mentioned as introducing the count of their connexion, by means of 
calling of Gentiles and sinners by our Athaliah, with the accursed house of Ahab. 
Lord: also, that they may serve as types Simeon is omitted *by Moses in blessing the 
of the ipother of our Lord, and are conse- tribes (Dent, xxxiii.) : the descendants of 
quently named in the course of the genea- Zebulun and Dan arc passed over in 
logy, as she is at the end of it. 1 Chron., and none of the latter tribe are 

5. Baobab] It has been imagined, on chro- sealed in Rev. vii. Rut more probably 
hological grounds, that this Hachab must such erasioii, oven if justifiable by that 
be a different person from Ilahab of Jeri- reason, was not made on account of it, but 
cho. But those very grounds completely for convcnieriee, in order to square the 
tally with their identity. For Naashon numbers of the different p )rtion8 of the 
(father of Salmon), prince of Judah genealogies, as here. Compare, as illus- 
(1 Chron. ii. 10), offered his offering at the trating such omissions, 1 Chron. viii. 1 
sotting up of the tabernacle (Nuin. vii. 12) with Gen. xlvi. 21. 11. Josias . . . 

39 years before the taking of Jericho. So Jechonias] Eliakim, son of Josiah and 
that Salmon would be of. mature age at father of Jechonias, is omitted ; which was 
or soon after that event ; at which time objected to the Christians by Porphyry. 
Rahab was probably young, as her father The reading which inserts Joacim (i. e. 
and mother were living (Josh. vi. 23). Nor Eliakim) rests on hardly any foundation, 
is it any objection that Achan, the fourth and would make fifteen generations in the 
in descent from Judah by Zara, is contem- second ** fourteen.” The solution of the 
porary with Salmon, the sixth of the other difficulty by supposing the name to apply 
branch : since the generations in the line to both Eliakim and his son, and to mean 
of Zara average 69 years, and those in the the former in ver. 11 and the latter in vcr. 
line of Phares 49, both within the limits of 12, is unsupported by example, and con- 
probability. The diflSculty of the interval trary to the usage of the genealogy. When 
of 366 years between Rahab and David w^e notice that the Irethren of Jechonias 
does not belong to this passage only, but are his uneles, and find tins way of si)eak- 
equally to Ruth iv. 21, 22 ; and is by no ing sanctioned by 2 Chron. xxxvi. 10, where 
means insuperable, especially when the ex- Zedekiah, one of these, is called his brother, 
trerae old age of Jesse, implied in 1 Sam, we are led to seek our solution in some 
xvii. 12, is considered. — I may add that, recognized manner of speaking of these 
considering RahaVs father and mother kings, by which Eliakim and his son were 
were alive, the house would hardly be not accounted two distinct generations, 
called the house of Mahab except on ac- If we compare 1 Clyon. iii. 16 with 2 Kings 
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carriei away to Babylon : and after they were brought 
to Babylon, ^Jechonias begat Salathicl ; and Salathiel ^ \ 
begat Zorobabel ; and Zorobabel begat Abiud ; and 
Abiud begat Eliakim ; and Eliakim begat Azor ; and 
*Azor begat Sadoc ; and Sadoc begat Achim ; and Achim 
begat Eliud ; and EKud begat Eleazar ; and Eleazar 
begat Matthan ; and Matthan begat Jacob ; and Jacob 
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born 
Jesus, who is called Christ. ^7 go all the generations 
from Abraham to David are fourteen generations ; and 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon are 
fourteen generations ; and from the carrying away into 
Babylon u^to Christ arc fourteen generations. 

Now the ^ birth of Jesus Christ was on this vrise : ® TThoi 
as his mother JJary was espoused to Joseph, before they 
came togother, she was found with child of the Holy 

^ read, generation. ® render, Eor when. 

XXIV. 17, wc can hardly fail to see that from Abraham to David, of course iriclu- 
there is some confusion in the records of sive. The second from David (again in- 
,1 osialds family. In the latter jmssage, elusive) to the migraiion; which gives 
where we have “ his father’s brother,” the no name, as before, to be included in both 
LXX render “ his son.” 12. Jecho- the second and third periods, but which is 
nias .... Salathiel] So also the genealogy mentiom;d simultaneously with the beget- 
in 1 Chron. iii. 17. When, therefore, it is ting of Jechonias, leaving him for the third 
denounced (Jer. xxii. 30) that Jechoniah period. This last, then, takes in from 
should be ‘ childless,’ this word must be .fechonias to Jesus CmiisT inclusive. So 
understood as explained by the rest of the that the three stand thus, according to 
verse, ‘ for j,io man of his seed shall i)rosper, the words of this verse ; (1) from Abraham 
sitting upon th^hrone of David and nding to David. (2) From David to the migra- 
any more in ,Tudah.’ Salathiel . . . tion to Babylon, i. e. about the time when 

Zorobabel] There is no difficulty here Josiah begat .Jechonias. (3) From the mi- 
which does not also exist in the 0. T. gration (i. e. from Jechonias) to Christ. 
Zerubbahel is there usually called the son 18—25.] Ciecumstances oe his Bieth. 

of Shealtiel (Salathiel). Ezra iii. 2, &c. 18. espoused] i. e. betrothed. The 

Neh. xii. 1, &c. Hag. i. 1, &c. In 1 Chron. interval betw'een betrothal and the con- 
iii. 19, Zerubbahel is said to have been summation of marriage was sometimes 
the son of Pedaiah, brother of Salathiel. considerable, during which the betrothed 
Either this may have been a difterent Zerub- remained in her father’s house, till the 
babel, or Salathiel may, according to the bridegroom came and fetched her. See 
law, have raised up seed to his brother. Dcut. xx. 7. came together] Hero 

13. Zorobabel Abiud] Abiud to be understood of living together in one 

is not mentioned as a son of the Zerub- house as man and wife. Chrysostom well 
babel in 1 Chron. iii. — Lord A. Hervey, suggests, that the conception was not 
On the Genealogies of our Lord, p. 122 ff., allowed to take place before the betrothal, 
has made it probable that Abiud is iden- both that the matter might take place more 
tical with the Hodaiah of 1 Chron. iii. 24, in privacy, and that the Blessed Virgin 
and the Juda of Luke iii. 26. — On the might escape slanderous suspicion, 
comparison of this genealogy with that was found] not merely for was, as some 
given in Luke, see notes, Luke iii. 23 — 38. have said, but in its proper meaning : — 

17. fourteen generations] If we she was discovered to be, no matter by 
carefiilly obseiwe Matthew’s arrangement, whom. The words ‘*of (hy) the Holy 
we shall have no difficulty in completing Ghost,” are the addition of the Evangelist 
the three **fourteens/\ For the first is declaring the matter of fact, and do not 

B 2 



4 


ST. MATTHEW. 


I. 19—25. 


Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a jus-^ man, 
and not willing to make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily. But while he thought 
on these things, behold, ^the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife : for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
yEzek.xxxvi. JESUS.* for HE shall ^save his people from their sins. 

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
d render^ an. 


belong to the discovery. 19. husband] 
so called, though they were as yet hut 
betrothed : so in Gen. xxix. 21. Deut. xxii. 
24. just] “and not willing’^ is, not 

the explanation of just, but an additional 
particular. He was a strict observer of the 
law,— aiul (yet) not willing to exiM)se her. 
The sense of "klnd,^ * 'merciful" proposed 
by some instead of just, is inadmissible. 

privily] Not * lolfhout anif 'mriting 
of dlvorce'^nent/ which would have been 
unlawful ; hut according to the form ])re- 
scrihed in Deut, xxiv. 1. The hushand 
might (utht^r do this, or adoi)t the stronger 
course^of bringing his wife to justice openly. 
The punishment in this case would have 
been death by stoiuTig, Deut, xxii, 23. 

20. behold] answers to the Hebrew 
‘Giinneh,” and is frequently used by Matt, 
and Luke to introduce a new event or 
change of scene: not so often by Mark, 
and never with this view' in John, 
an angel] The announcement was made 
to Mary openly, but to doseph in a dream ; 
f(w in Mary^s case faith and concurrence 
of will were necessary, — the communica- 
tion w’as of a higher kind, — and referred 
to a thing future ; but here it is simply 
an advertisement for caution's sake of an 
event wdiich had already ha})pened, and is 
altogether a communication of an inferior 
order: see Gen. xx. 3. Hut see on the 
other hand the remarks at the close of the 
notes on ver. 21. son of David] These 
words would recall Joseph's mind to the 
promised seed, the expectation of the 
families of the lineage of David, and at 
once stamp the message as the announce- 
ment of the birth of the Messiah. May it 
not likewise be said, that this appellation 
would come with more force, if Mary also 
w'ere a daughter of David ? The addition, 
“thy wife," serves to remind Joseph of 
that relation which she already held by 
betrothal, and which he was now exhorted 
to recognize. See above on ver. 19. 


21. Jesns] The same name as Joshua, the 
former deliverer of Tsrae^ Philo says, 
“Jesus is, being interpreted, ‘The salva- 
tion of the Lord.'" He] emphati- 

cally : He alone : best rendered, perhaps, 
‘ it is He that." * his people] In the 
primary sense, the Jews, whom alone 
Joseph could have understood the words : 
but in the larger sense, all wlio believe on 
Him : an exjJanation which the tenor of 
))roj)hecy (cf. Gen. xxii. 18 : Deut. xxxii. 
21), and the subsequent admission of the 
Gentiles, w'arrant. Cf. a similar use of 
‘ Israel’ by St. Peter, Acts v. 31. from 
their sins] It is remarkable that in this 
early ])art of the evangelic history, in the 
midst of pedigrees, and the disturbances of 
thrones by the supposed temporal King of 
the Jews, we have so clear an indication 
of the spiritual nature of the office of 
Christ. One circumstance c^f this kind 
outweighs a thousand cfivils against the 
historical reality of the narraUon. If I 
mistake not, this announcement reaches 
further into the deliverance to be wrought 
by Jesus, than any thing mentioned by the 
Evangelist subsequently. It thus bears 
the internal impress of a message from 
God, treasured up and related in its ori- 
ginal formal terms. — “Sins" is not put 
for the punishment of sin, but is the sin 
itself — the practice of sin, in its most 
pregnant sense. ‘ How suggestive it is,' 
remarks Hishop Ellieott, ‘ that wdiile to the 
loftier spirit of Mary the name of Jesus is 
revealed with all the prophetic associations 
of more than David’s glories — to Joseph, 
perchance the aged Joseph, who might 
have long seen and realized his own spiri- 
tual needs, and the needs of those around 
him, it is specially said, thou shalt call his 
name Jesus : for He shall save his people 
from their sins" Historical Lectures on 
the Life of our Lord, p. 56. 22. that 

it might be fulfilled] It is impossible 
to interpret tha^ in any other sense than 
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was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, z Be- * 
hold, ® a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised 
from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, 
and took unto him his wife : and knew her not till she 
had brought forth t her firstborn son : and he called his name 
JESUS. 

II. 1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea 
in the days of tierod the king, behold, there came ^ wise ” ll. Acts xvi. 


® render^ the. 

in order that. The words “all this was 
doiie/^ and tl» uniform usage of the N. T., 
forbid any other. Nor, if rightly viewed, 
does the passage require any other. What- 
ever may have been the partial fulfilment 
of the prophej^y in the time of Ahaz, its 
reference to a difierent time, and a higher 
deliverance, is undeniable : and then, what- 
ever causes contributed to bring about all 
this, might be all summed up in the fulfil- 
ment of the divine purpose, of which that 
prophecy was the declaration. The ac- 
complishment of a promise formally made 
is often alleged as the cause of an action 
extending wider than the promise, and 
purposed long before its utterance. And 
of course these remarks apply to every 
passage where the })hrase is used. Such a 
construction can have but one meaning. 
If such meaning involve us in difficulty 
regarding ^^he nrojfiiecy itself, far better 
leave such difficlilty, in so doubtful a matter 
as the interpretation of prophecy, unsolved, 
than create one in so simple a matter as 
the rendering of a phrase whose meaning 
no indilferent person could doubt. The 
immediate and literal fulfilment of the pro- 
})hecy seems to be related in Isa. viii. 1 — 4. 
Yet there the child was not called Em- 
manuel : but in ver. 8 that name is used 
as applying to one of far greater dignity. 
Again, Isa. ix. 6 seems to be a reference to 
this prophecy, as also Micah v. 3. 

23. the virgin] the words are from the 
Septuagiiit. Such is the rendering of the 
LXX. The Hebrew word is the more 
general term, “ the young woman** and is 
so translated by Aquila. they shall call] 
This indefinite plural is surely not without 
meaning here. Men shall call — i. c. it 
shall be a name by which He shall be called 
— one of his appellations. The change of 
person seems to shew, both that the pro- 
phecy had a literal fulfilment at the time, 
and that it is here quoted in a form suited 
to its greater and tinai fulfilment. The 


f 

^ read, a 8011. 

Hebrew has, ‘ thou shalt call* (fern.). 

Emmanuel] i. e. God (is) with us. 
In Isaiah, prophetic primarily of deliver- 
ance from the then impending war; but 
also of final and glorious deliverance 
by the manifestation of God in the flesh. 

26.] With regard to the much-contro- 
verted sense of this verse we may observe, 
(1) That the primA. facie impression on 
the reader certainly is, that knew her 
not was confined to the period of time 
here mentioned. (2) That there is no- 
thing in Scripture tending to remove this 
impression, either (a) by narration, — and 
the very use of the term, “ hretkren of 
the Lord** (on which - see note at ch. 
xiii. 55), without qualification, shews that 
the idea was not repulsive : or {h) by im- 
plication,— for every where in the N. T. 
marriage is sjx^ken of in high and honour- 
able terms; and the words of the angel 
to Joseph rather imply, than discoun- 
tenance, such a supposition. (3) On the 
other hand, the words of this verse do not 
require it : the idiom being justified on the 
contrary hypothesis. See my Greek 'i'est. 
On the whole it seems to me, that no one 
would ever have thought of interpreting 
the verse any otherwise than in Us primd 
facie meaning, except to force it into 
accordance with a preconceived notion 
of the perpetual virginity of Mary. It 
is characteristic, and historically instruc- 
tive, that the great impugner of the view 
given above should be Jerome, the ini- 
pugner of marriage itself: and that liis 
opponents in its interpretation should 
have been branded as heretics by after- 
ages. See a brief notice of the contro- 
versy in Milraan, Hist, of Latin Chris- 
tianity, i. 72 ft‘. he called] i. e. Joseph; 
see ver. 21. 

Chap. II. 1—12.] Visit and adoea- 
TioN OF Magi from the East. 

1. Bethlehem of Judsca] There was an- 
other Bethlehem in the tribe of Zebulun, 
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'’?Ki’n”w^ ’’ *0 Jerusalem, ® saying, Wnere is he 

«o. jo).i.». jg King of the Jews? for we have seen his star 


near the sea of Galilee, Josh. xix. 15. The 
name Bethlehem -Judah is used, Judges xvii. 
7, 8, 9 : 1 Sam. xvii. 12. Another name 
for our Bethlehem was Ephrath; Gen. 
XXXV. 19 ; xlviii. 7 ; or Ephrata, Micah v. 2. 
It was six lloman miles to the south of 
Jerusalem, and was known as ‘the city 
of David,’ the origin of his family, Ruth 
i. 1, 19. in the days of ‘Herod] 

Heeod the Geeat, son of Antipatcr, an 
IdumEcan, hy an Arabian mother, made 
king of Juda3a on occasion of his having 
fled to Rome, being driven from liis te- 
trarchy by the pretender Antigonus. This 
title was confirmed to him after the battle 
of Actium by Octavianus. He sought to 
strengthen his throne by a series of cruel- 
ties and slaughters, putting to death even 
his wife Mariamne, and his sons Alexander 
and Aristobulus. His cruelties, and his 
afiectation of Gentile customs, gained for 
him a liatred among the Jews, which 
neither his magnificent rebuilding of the 
temple, nor his liberality in other public 
works, nor his provident care of the people 
during a severe famine, could mitigate. 
He died miserably, five days after he had 
put tondeath his son Antipater, in the 
seventieth year of his age, the thirty- 
eighth of his reign, and the 760th year of 
Rome. The events here related took place 
a short time before his death, but neces- 
sarily more than forty days ; for he spent 
the last forty days of his life at Jericho 
and the baths of Callirrhoe, and therefore 
would not be found by the magi at Jeru- 
salem. The history of Herod’s reign is 
contained in Josephus, Antt. books xiv. — 
xvii. It would be useless to detail all 

the conjectures to which this history has 
given rise. From what has been written 
on the subject it would appear, (1) That 
the East may mean either Arabia, Persia, 
Chaldcea, or Parthia, with the propinces 
adjacent. See Judges vi. 3: Isa. xli. 2; 
xlvi. 11 : Num. xxiii. 7. Philo speaks of 
“the Eastern nations, and their leaders 
the Parthians.” In all these countries 
there were magi, at least persons who in 
the wider sense of the word were now 
known by the name. The words in ver. 2 
seem to point to some land not very near 
Judsea, as also the result of Herod’s en- 
quiry as to the date, shewn in “two 
years old.” (2) If we place together 
(a) the prophecy in Num. xxiv. 17, which 
could hardly be unknown to the Eastern 
astrologers, — and (h) the assertion of 
Suetonius “that there prevailed an an- 


cient and consistent opinion in all the 
East, that it was fated that at that time 
those should go forth from Judvea who 
should rule the empire — and of Tacitus, 
to the same effect and nearly in the same 
words, — and {c) the prophecy, also likely 
to be known in the East, of the seventy 
weeks in Daniel ix. 21; — we can, I think, 
be at no loss to understand liow any re- 
markable celestial apf)earance at this time 
should have been interj)retQd as it was. 
(3) There is no ground for supposing tlie 
magi to have been three in number (as 
first, apparently, by L#o the Great, a.I). 
450) ; or to have been kin^. The first 
tradition a})pears to have arisen from the 
number of their gifts : the second, from 
the prophecy in Isa. .lx. 3. Tertullian 
seems to deduce it from th^ similar pro- 
phecy in Ps. Ixxii. 10, tor, he says, the 
Magi were most commonly kings in the 
East. 2. his star] There is a ques- 

tion, whether this expression of the magi, 
we have seen his star, points to any 
miraculous appearance, or to something 
observed in the course of their watching 
the heavens. We know the magi to have 
been devoted to astrology : and on com- 
paring the language of our text with this 
undoubted fact, 1 confess that it appears 
to me the most ingenuous way, fairly to 
take account of that fact in our exegesis, 
and not to shelter ourselves from an ap- 
parent djjfiinjilty by the hypothesis of a 
miracle. Wherever siipefhatural agency 
is asserted, or may he reasonably inferred, 
1 shall ever be found foremost to insist on 
its recognition, anti impugn every device 
of rationalism or semi -rationalism ; but it 
does not therefore follow, that I should 
consent to attempts, however well meant, 
to introduce miraculous interference where 
it does not appear to be borne out by the 
narrative. The principle on which this 
commentary is conducted, is that of 
honestly endeavouring to ascertain the 
sense of the sacred text, without regard 
to any preconceived systems, and fearless 
of any possible consequences. And if the 
scientific or historical researches of others 
seem to contribute to this, my readers will 
find them, as far as they have fallen within 
my observation, made use of for that pur- 
pose. It seems to me that the preliminary 
question for us is. Have we here in the 
sacred text a miracle, or have we some 
natural appearance which God in His 
Providence used as a means of indicating 
to the magi the Ifirth of His Son ? Dif- 
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ferent minds may feel differently as to the 
answer to this question. And, seeinj^ 
^ that inueli lias been said and written on 
this note in no friendly sjiirit, I sub- 
mit that it is not for any man to charge 
another, who is as firm a believer in the 
facts related in the sacred text as he him- 
self can be, with jveakening that belief, 
because he feels an honest conviction that 
it is here relating, not a miracle, but a 
natural appearance# It is, of course, the 
far safer wav, as far as reputation is con- 
cerned, to nitroducc miraculous agency 
wlienwcr possible : but the present Editor 
aims at truth, not popularity. 

Now we l^rn from astronomical calcu- 
lations, that a remarkable conjunction of 
the planets of our system took place a 
short time before the birth of our Lord. 
In the year of Home 747, on the 29th of 
May, there%as a conjunction of .Tupiter 
and Saturn in the 20tli degree of the 
constellation Pisces, close to the first point 
of Aries, which was the part of the 
heavens noted in astrological science as 
that in which the signs denoted the great- 
est and most noble events. On the 29th 
of September, in the same year, another 
conjunction of the same planets took jdacc, 
in the lOtli degree of Pisces : and on the 
6th of December, a third, in the 15th 
degree of the same sign. Supposing the 
magi to have seen the first of these 
conjunctions, they saw it actuidly in the 
East ; for on the 2yth of May it would 
rise 3^ luJtirs l^ffore sunrise. If they then 
took their journey, and arrived at Jerusa- 
lem ill a little more than five months (the 
journey from Ikibylon took Ezra four 
months, see Ezra vii. 9), if they jierformed 
the route from Jerusalem to Bethlehem in 
the evening, as is implied, the December 
conjunction^ in 15° of Pisces, would be be- 
fore them in the direction of JBethlehemy 
li hour east of the meridian at sunset. 
These circumstances would seem to form a 
remarkable coincidence with the history in 
our text. They are in no way inconsistent 
with the word star, which cannot surely 
(see below) be pressed to its mere literal 
sense of one single star, but understood in 
its wider astrological meaning : nor is this 
explanation of the star directing them to 
Bethlehem at all repugnant to the plain 
words of vv. 9, 10, importing its motion 
from s.E. tow^ards s.w., the direction of 
Bethlehem. We may further observe, 
that no part of the text respecting the 
staff asserts y or even implies y a miracle ; 
and that the very sligjjit apparent incon- 


sistencies with the above explanation are 
no more than the report of the magi 
themselves, and the general belief of the 
age would render unavoidable. If this 
subservience of the superstitions of as- 
trology to the Divine purposes be objected 
to, we may anSwer with Wetstein, “We 
must infer therefore that these men came 
to their conclusion from the rules of their 
art : which though beyond all doubt futile, 
vain, and delusive, might yet be some- 
times permitted to hit on a right result. 
Hence appears the w'onderful wisdom of 
God, who used the wickedness of men to 
bring Joseph into Egypt,— who sent the 
King of Babylon against the Jews by 
auguries and divinations (Ezek. xxi. 21, 
22), and in this instance directed the 
magi to Christ by astrology.” 

It may be remarked that Abarbanel the 
.lew, who knew nothing of this conjunc- 
tion, relates it as a tradition, that no con- 
junction could be of mightier import tlian 
that of Ju})iter and Saturn, which planets 
were in conjunction A.M. 2365, before 
the birth of Moses, in the sign of Pisces ; 
and thence remarks that that sign was 
the most significant one for the Jews. 
From this consideration he concludes that 
the conjunction of tliese planets* in tliat 
sign, in his own time (a.d. 1463), be- 
tokened the near approach of the birth of 
the Messiah. And as the Jews did not 
invent astrology, but learnt it from the 
Chahheans, this idea, that a conjunction 
in Ihsces betokened some great event in 
Judiua, must have prevailed among Chal- 
dman astrologers. , 

It is fair to notice the influence on the 
position maintained in this note of the 
fact which seems to have been substan- 
tiated, that the jflanets did not, during 
the year n.c. 7, approach each other so as 
to be mistaken by any eye for one star : 
indeed not “within double the apparent 
diameter of the moon.” I submit, that 
even if this were so, tlie inference in the 
note remains as it was. The conjunction 
of the two planets y complete or incom- 
plete, w'ould be that w'hich would bear 
astrological significance, not their looking 
like one star. The two bright planets 
seen in the east, — the two bright planets 
standing over Bethlehem, — tliese would 
on each occasion have arrested the atten- 
tion of the magi; and this appearance 
would have been denominated by them his 
star. in the east] i. e. either in the 

Dastem country from which they camcy 
or in the Eastern quarter of the heavens. 
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the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. ^ And when he had gathered all the 
priests and ® scribes of the ‘'people together, he de- 
manded of them where Christ should be bom. ^ And they 
said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judsea: for thus it is 
dMicAttv. 2 . written by the prophet, ® ** And thou Bethlehem, s[in the] 
land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda : 
for out of thee shall come a Governor, thdt shall rule my 
people Israel. 7 Then Herod, when he had privily called 
the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the 
star appeared. ^ And he sent them to Bethleliem, and 
said, Go and search diligently for the young child ; and 
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may 
come and worship him also. ^ When they had heard the 
king, they departed ; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the yoimg child was. When they saw the star, 

% not expressed in the original. 


to worship him] i. e. to do homage 
to him, in the Eastern fashion of prostra- 
tion. 8. was troubled] Josephus repre- 
sents these troubles as raised by the Phari- 
sees, whfi prophesied a revolution. Henxl, 
as a foreigner and usurper, feared one was 
horn King of the Jews : the i)eople, worn 
away by seditions and slaughters, feared 
fresh tumults and wars. There may also 
be a trace of the popular notion that the 
times of the Messiah would be ushered in 
by great tribulations. 4. when 

he had gathered] i. .e. says Lightfoot, 
he assembled the Sanhedrim. For the 
Sanhedrim consisting of seventy-one mem- 
bers, and comprising Priests, Levites, 
and Lsraelites, under the term chief 
priests” are contained the two first of 
these, and under ** scribes of the people” 
the third. the chief priests are 

most likely the High Priest and those 
of his race, — any who had served the 
office, — and perhaps also the presidents 
of the twenty -four courses (1 Chron. 
xxiv. 6). the Scribes consisted of the 
teachers and interpreters of the Divine 
law, the lawyers of St. Luke. But the 
elders of t?^ people are usually men- 
tioned with these two classes as making 
up the Sanhedrim. See ch. xvi. 21 ; xxvi. 
3, 59. Possibly on this occasion the chief 
priests and Scribes only were summoned, 
the question being one of Scripture learn- 
ing. 6. And thou] This is a free 
paraphrase of the prophecy in Micah v. Z, 


It must be remembered that though the 
'words arc the answer of the Sanhedrim 
to Herod, and not a citation of the pro- 
phet by the Evangelist, yet they are 
adopted by the latter as correct, 
princes] or thousands (LXX). The tribes 
were divided into thousands, and the 
names of the thousands inscribed in the 
public records of their respective cities. 
In Judges vi. 15 Gideon says “ Behold my 
thousand is weak in Mcnasseh'' (see 
English version, margin), on which Rabbi 
Kimchi annotates, “ Some understand 
Alphi to mean ' my father,' as if 
it were Alluph, whose signification is 
‘ prince or lord.* ** And thus, it appears, 
did the Sanhedrim understand the word 
(which is the same) in Micah v. 2. The 
word, without points, may mean either 
“ among the thousands,” or among the 
princes.” Out of thee shall come] 

It has been remarked that the singular 
expression, which occurs both in Tacitus 
and Suetonius (see above), there should go 
forth from Judceaf may have been derived 
from these words of the LXX. 9.] 
stood over may mean ^ over that part of 
Bethlehem where the young child was,* 
which they might have ascertained by en- 
quiry . Or it may even mean, ‘ over the whole 
town of Bethlehem* If it is to be under- 
stock as standing over the house, and thus 
indicating to the magi the position of the 
object of their search, the whole incident 
uiust be regarded a| miraculous. But this 
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they fejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
® presented unto him ® gifts; ^gold, and ^frankincense, 
and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream 
that they should not return to Herod, they departed 
into their own country another way. ^hen they 

were departed, behold, ^ tJm angel of the Lord appeareth 
to Joseph in a dream, saying. Arise, and take the young 
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word : for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took 
the young child and his mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt : and was there until the death of Herod : 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 

^ render i an. 


is not necessarily implied, even if the 
words of the text he literally understood ; 
and in a matter like astronomy, where 
popular language is so universally broad, 
and the Scriptures so generally use popular 
language, it is surely not the letter, but 
the spirit of the narrative with which wo 
are con(;erned. 11. with Mary] No 

stress must he laid on the omission of 
Joseph here. In the j)arallel account as 
regarded J;he shepherds, in Luke ii. 16, he 
is mentioned.* I would rather regard the 
omission hero as indicating Vi simple matter 
of fact, and contributing to shew the 
truthfulness of the narrative : — that Joseph 
happened not to he present at the time. 
If the meaning of the house is to he ])resscd 
(as in a matter of detail 1 think it should), 
it will confirm the idea that Joseph and 
Mary, probably under the idea that the 
child was to be brought up at Bethlehem, 
dwelt there some time after the Nativity. 
Epiphanius supposes that Mary was at 
this time on a visit to her kindred at 
Bethlehem (possibly at a Passover) as 
m\ich as two years after our LoixVs birth. 
But if Mary had kindred at Bethlehem, 
how could she be so ill -provided with 
lodging, and have (as is implied in Luke 
ii. 7) sought accommodation at an inn ? 
And the supposition of two years having 
elapsed, derived probably from the **two 
years old” of ver. 16, wull involve us in 
considerable difficulty. There seems to be 
no reason why the magi may not have 
come within the forly days before the 


Purification, which itself may have taker! 
place in the interval between their de- 
parture and Herod’s discovery that tlu^y 
had mocked him. No objection can be 
raised to this view from the “t^yo years 
old” of ver. 16 : see note there. The gene- 
ral idea is, that the Purification was pre- 
viotts to the visit of the magi. B(!ing 
persuaded of the historic reality of these 
narratives of Matt, and Luke, we shall 
find no difficulty in also believing that, 
tvere we acquainted with all the events as 
they happened, their reconcilement would 
he an easy matter ; whereas now the two 
independent accounts, from not being 
aware of, seem to exclude one another. 
This will often be the case in ordinary life ; 
e. g. in the giving of evidence. And no- 
thing can more satisfactorily shew the 
veracity and independence of the nar- 
rators, where their testimony to the main 
facts, as in the present case, is consen- 
tient. treasures] chests or hales, in 
which the gifts were carried during their 
journey. The ancient Fathers were fond 
of tracing in the gifts symbolical mean- 
ings : “ as to the king, the gold : as to one 
who was to die, the myrrh : as to a god, 
the frankincense.” Origen, against Celsus ; 
and similarly Irenams. We cannot con- 
clude from these gifts that the magi came 
from Arabia, — as they were common to 
all the East. Strabo says that the best 
frankincense comes from the borders of 
Persia. 

13 — 23 .] Fligut into Egypt. 
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the prophet, saying, e Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the 
wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew 
all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
i coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to 
the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. 
Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 
hjjia.xxxi. 16. prophet, saying, ^^^In llama was there' a voice heard, 
^ [lamentation andl weeping, and great mourning, Bachel 
^ render y borders I see eh. iv. 13, where the word in the original is thesamf. ^ omit. 


13.] Tlie command was immediate; and 
.Josepli made no delay. He must be un- 
derstood, on account nights* below, 

as having arisen the same night and do- 
jiarted forthwith. Egypt, as near, as a 
Moman province and independent of Herod, 
and much inhabited by Jews, was an easy 
and convenient refuge. 15. Out of 

Egypt] This citation shews the almost 
universal application in the N. T. of the 
jnophetic writings to the expected Mes- 
siah, as the general antitype of all the 
events of the typical dispensation. We 
shall have occasion to remark the same 
again and again in the course of the (los- 
].H'ls. It seems to have been a received 
axiom ol' interpretation (which has, by its 
adoption in the N. T., received the sanc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit Himself, and now 
stands for our guidance), that the subject 
of all allusions, the represented in all 
])arables and dark sayings, was He who was 
to come, or the (urcumstunces attendant 
on His advent and reign. — The words 
are written in Hosea of the children of 
Israel, and are rendered from the Hebrew. 
— A similar expression with regard to 
Israel is found in Exod. iv. 22,23. that 
it might be fulfilled must not be ex- 
plained away : it never denotes the event 
or mere result, but always the purpose. 

16.] Josephus makes no mention 
of this slaughter ; nor is it likely that he 
would have done. Probably no great 
number of children perished in so small a 
place as Bethlehem and its neighbourhood. 
The modern objections to this narrative 
may be answered best by remembering 
the monstrous character of this tyrant, 
of whom Josephus asserts, “a dark choler 
seized on him, maddening him against 
all.'^ Herod had marked the way to his 
throne, and his reign itself, with blood; 
had murdered his wife and three sons 
(the last just about this time) ; and was 
likely enough, in blind fury, to have made 
no enquiries, but given the savage order 


at once. — Besides, there might have been 
a reason for not making enquiry, but 
rather taking the couVse Ijg did, which 
was sure, as he thought, to answer the 
end, without divulging the purpose. The 
word privily in ver. 7 seems to fixvour 
this view. was mocked] The Evan- 

gelist is speaking of Herod^j^view of the 
matter. the borders thereof] Tlie 

word coasts is the common rendering of 
the Greek horia in the A, V. It does not 
imply any bordering on a sea shore, but is 
an old use for parts, or neighbourhood, 
as cote in French. See margin of A. V. 

the borders thereof will betoken the 
insulated houses, and hamlets, which be- 
longed to the territory of Bethlehem, 
from two years old] This expression must 
not be taken as any very certain indication 
of the time when the star did actually 
appear. The addition and under implies 
that there was uncertainty in Herod’s 
mind as to the age pointed owt ; ^nd if so, 
why might not the jealous tyrant, al- 
though he had accurately ascertained the 
date of the star’s aj)pearing, have taken a 
range of time extending before as well 
as after it, the more surely to attain 
his point ? 17. that which was 

spoken by Jeremy] Apparently, an accom- 
modation of the prophecy in Jer. xxxi. 15, 
which was originally written of the Baby- 
lonisli caixtivity. We must not draw any 
fanciful distinction between “then was 
fulflUed” and “that might be fulfilled,” 
but rather seek our explanation in the 
acknowledged system of prophetic inter- 
pretation among the Jews, still extant in 
their rabbinicul books, and now sanctioned 
to us by N. T. usage; at the same time 
remembering, for our caution, how little 
oven now we understand of the full bear- 
ing of prophetic and typical words and 
acts. None of the expressions of this pro- 
phecy must be closely and literally pressed. 
The link of connexion seems to be RacheVs 
sepulchre, which (G^n. xxxv. 19 : sec also 
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weepifig for her children, and would not be comforted, 
because they are not. But when Herod was dead, be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph 
^in Egypt, saying. Arise, and take the young child and 
his mother, and go into the land of Israel : for they are 
dead which sought the young child’s life, 
arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came 
into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archc- 
laus did reign ^in Judooa in the room of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go thither: being warned 

of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gali- 
lee : and he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth : 

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro- 
phets, ^Ile shall be called a Nazarene. i see note. 

^ render y over. ® render, and. 


1 Sam. X. 2) was ‘ in the way to Beth- 
lehem and from tliat circumstance, per- 
ha])s, the inhabitants of that place are 
called her children. We must also take 
into account the close relation between 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which 
liad long subsisted. Hamah was six miles 
to the north of Jerusalem, in the tribe of 
Benjamin (Jer. xl. 1 : ^‘Er-Ham, marked 
by the village and green i)atch on its 
summit, the most conspicuous object from 
a distance in the approach to .Jerusalem 
from the South, is certainly ‘Hamah of 
Benjamin.^ Stanley, Sinai and Pales- 
tine, p. 2 i3)s so that neither must this 
part of the prophecy be stric.tly taken. 

20. for they are dead] The xJ'iral 
here is not merely idiomatic, nor for 
lenity and forbearance, in speaking of 
the deadj but perhaps a citation from 
Exod. iv. 19, where the same words are 
spoken to Moses, or betokens, not the num- 
ber, but the category. Herod the Great 
died of a dreadful tlisease at Jericho, in the 
seventieth year of his age, and the thirty- 
eighth of his reign, A.u.c. 750. 22.] 

Aechelaus was the son of Herod by 
Malthace, a Samaritan woman ; he was 
brought up at liomc ; succeeded his father, 
but never had the title of king, only that 
of Etlmarch, with the government of Idu- 
msea, Judma, and Samaria, the rest of his 
father^s dominions being divided between 
his brothers Philip and Antipas. But, 
(1) very likely the word reiyn is here used 
in the wider meaning : — (2) Archelaus did, 
in the beginning of his reign, give out and 
regard himself as king : (3) in ch. xiv. 9, 
Herod the Tetrarch ^s called the King , — 


In the ninth year of his government Arche- 
laus was dethroned, for having governt'd 
cruelly the Jews and Samaritans, who sent 
an embassy to Rome against him, and was 
banished to Vienne, in Gaul. This account 
gives rise to some difficulty as comx)ared 
with St. Luke/s history. It would cer- 
tainly, on a first view, appear that this 
Evangelist was not aware that Nazareth 
had been before^ this tlie abode of Joseph 
and Mary. And it is no real objection to 
this, that he elsewhere calls Nazareth “ Ills 
country,^ cJi. xiii. 51, 57. It is x)crhaps just 
possible that St. Matthew, writing for 
Jews, although well aware of the jwevious 
circumstances, may not have given them 
a place in his history, but inacle the birth 
at Bethlehem the prominent point, seeing 
that his account begins at the birth (ch. i. 
18), and does not localize what took place 
before it, which is merely inserted as sub- 
servient to that great leading event. If 
this view be correct, all we could expecjt 
is, that his narrative would contain no- 
thing inconsistent with the facts related in 
Luke ; which we find to be the case. — I 
should prefer, however, believing, as more 
consistent with the fair and conscientious 
interpretation of our text, that 8t. Mat- 
thew himself was not aware of the events 
related in Luke i. ii., and wrote under the 
impression that Bethlehem was the original 
dwelling-place of Joseph and Mary. Cer- 
tainly, had we only his Gospel, this infer- 
ence from it would miiversally be made, 
turned aside must not be pressed into the 
service of reconciling the two accounts by 
being rendered ‘ returned i for the same 
word is used (vcr. 14) of the journey to 
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III. ^ In those days came John the Baptist, preaching 


Egypt. 23. that it might he fulfilled] 

These words refer to the divine purpose in 
the event, not to that of Joseph in bring- 
ing it about. which was spoken by 

the prophets] These words are nowhere 
verbatim to be found, nor is tliis asserted 
by the Evangelist ; but tliht the sense of 
the 'prophets is such. In searching for 
such sense, the following hypotheses have 
been made — none of them satisfactory : — 
(1) Euthymius says, ** Do not enquire what 
prophets said this: for you will not find 
out : because many of the prophetic books 
have perished, some in the captivities, some 
by neglect of the Jews, some also by foul 
play.’" So also Chrysostom and others. 
But the expression “ hy the prophets*^ 
seems to have a wider bearing than is thus 
implied. (2) Others say, the general sense 
of the prophets is, that Christ should be 
a despised person^ as the inhahitants of 
Nazareth were (John i. 47). But surely 
this part of the Messiah’s prophetic cha- 
racter is not general or prominent enough, 
in the absence of any direct verbal con- 
nexion with the word in our text, to found 
such an interpretation on : nor, on the 
other hand, does it appear that an inlia- 
bitant of Nazareth, as such, was despised ; 
only that the obscurity of the town was, 
both by Nathanael and the Jews, con- 
trasted with our Lord’s claims. (3) Tlie 
Nazariies of old were men holy and con- 
secrated to God; e, g. Samson (Judg. xiii, 
5), Samuel (1 Sam. i. 11), and to this the 
words are referred by Tertullian, Jerome, 
and others. But {a) our Lord did not (like 
John the Baptist) lead a life in accordance 
with the Nazarite vow, but drank wine, 
&c., and set himself in marked contrast 
with John in this very particular (ch. xi. 
18, 19) ; and (i) the word here is not 
NazaHte, but Nazarene, denoting an in- 
habitant of Nazareth. (4) There may be 
an allusion to the Hebrew Netserf a 
branch, by which name our Lord is culled 
in Isa. xi. 1, and from which word it ap- 
pears that the name Nazareth is probably 
derived. So “ learned Hebrews’* men- 
tioned by Jerome on Isa. xi. 1, and others. 
But this word is only used in the place 
cited ; and in by far the more precise pro- 
phecies of the Branch, Zech. iii. 8 ; vi. 12 : 
Jcr. xxiii. 5 ; xxxiii. 15, and Isa. iv. 2, the 
word Tsemach” is used. — I leave it, there- 
fore, as an unsolved difficulty. 

Chap. III. 1 — 12.] Peeaohing and 
BAPTISM OP John. Mark i. 1—8 : Luke iii. 
1 — 17 (John i. 6 — 28). Here the synoptic 
narrative (i. e. the narrative common to the 


three Evangelists) begins, its extent being 
the same as that specified by Peter in Acts 
i. 22, ^from the baptism of John unto that 
same day that He was taken up from us* 
For a comparison of the narratives in the 
various sections, see notes on St. Mark. 
In this Gospel, I have generally confined 
myself to the subject -n^atter. 1. In 

those days] The last matter mentioned was 
the dwelling at Nazareth : and though we 
must not take the connexion strictly as 
implying that Joseph dwelt there all the 
intermediate thirty years, those days** 
must be understood to mean that we take 
up the persons of the narrative where wo 
left them ; i. e. dwelling at NajZareth. 
came] literally, comes forward—* makes 
his appearance." Euthymius asks the ques- 
tion, whence 1 and answers it, from the 
recesses of the uriJderness. But this can 
hardly be, owing to the *‘inHhe wilder- 
ness** following. The verb is used abso- 
lutely. The title ‘‘John the Baptist ** shews 
that St. Matthew was writing for those 
who well knew John the Baptist as an 
historical ])ersonage. .losephus, in men- 
tioning him, calls him John who is called 
the Baptist.** John was strictly speaking 
a prophet ; belonging to the legal dispensa- 
tion ; a rebuker of sin, and preacher of 
repentance. The expression in St. Luke, 
“ the word of Ood came to John** is the 
usual formula for the divine commission of 
the Prophets (Jer. i. 1 : Ezek. vi. 1 ; vii. 1, 
Ac.). And the effect of the Holy Spirit on 
John was more in accordance ^irith the O. T. 
than the N. T. inspiration ; more of a 
sudden overpowering influence, as in the 
Prophets, than a gentle indwelling mani- 
fested through the individual character, 
as in the Apostles and Evangelists. — The 
baptism of John was of a deeper signi- 
ficance than that usual among the Jews 
in the case of proselytes, and formed an 
integral part of his divinely appointed 
office. It was emphatically the baj^tism of 
repentance (Luke iii. 3), but not that of 
regeneration (Titus iii. 5). We find in 
Acts xviii. 24—26 ; xix. 1 — 7, accounts of 
persons who had received the baptism of 
John, who believed, and (in Apollos’s case) 
taught accurately the things (i. e. facts) 
concerning the Lord ; but required in- 
struction (in doctrine), and rebaptizing in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Whether the 
baptism j)ractised by the disciples before 
the Kesurrection was of the same kind, and 
required this renewal, is uncertain. The 
fact of our Lord Himself having received 
baptism from John, ^ decisive against the 
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in tlie wilderness of J udaea, ^ and saying, ^ Repent ye : J 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. ^ For this is he 

that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, sayins:, ^ The live Me^ised 

n . • m 'r. 1 by St. John. 

voice 01 one crying in the wilderness, rrepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight. And the same 
John had his raiment of earners hair, and a leathern 
girdle about his loins ; and his meat was locusts and wild 
honey. ^ Theii went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaoa, 
and all the region round about Jordan, ^ and were bap- 


identity of*the two rites, as also against 
the idea derived from Acts xix. 4, that 
John used the formula I baptize thee in 
the name Him who is to corned His 
whole mission was calculated, in accord- 
ance with the office of the law, which gives 
the knowledge of sin (Rom. iii. 20), to 
bring men’s minds into that state in which 
the liedeffiier invites them (ch. xi. 28), 
as weary and heavy laden, to come to Him. 

in the wilderness] Where also he 
had been brought up, Luke i. 80. This 
tract was not strictly a desert, but thinly 
peopled, and ahounding in ])astures for 
flocks. This wilderness answers to ** all 
the connfrif round about Jordan” in Luke 
iii. 3. See note on ch. iv. 1. 2. Repent] 

Used by the Baptist in the O. T. sense of 
turning to God as His people, from the 
S])iritual idolatry and typical adultery in 
which the faithless among the Jews were 
involved. This, of course, included personal 
amendment in individuals. 8ee Luke iii. 
10 — 14.* Jo«e])hus describes John as “ com- 
manding the Jews to practise virtue, and 
justice to their neighbour, and piety towards 
God, and thus to receive his l»aptism.” 

the kingdom of heaven] An expres- 
sion peculiar in the N. T. to St. Matthew, 
llie more usual one is “ the Kingdom 
of God but the Kingdom of heaven” is 
common in the Rabbiniiiul writers, who do 
not however, except in one or two places, 
mean by it the reign of the Messiah, but 
the Jewish religion — the theocracy. Still, 
from the use of it by St. Matthew here, 
and in ch. iv. 17, x. 7, we may conclude 
that it was used by the Jews, and under- 
stood, to mean the advent of the Christ, 
probably from the prophecy in Dan. ii. 44 ; 
vii. 13, 14, 27. 3. For this is he] 

Hot the words of the Baptist, meaning 
*\for I am he,” as in .John i. 23, but of the 
Kvangelist ; and is” is not for was,” 
but is the prophetic present, representing 
to us the place w'hich the Baptist fills in 
the divine purposes. Of for, Bengel says 
well, that it gives ^he cause why John 


then came forward, as described in ver. 1, 
2, viz. because it had been thus predicted. 
— The primary and literal ai)plication of 
this prophecy to the return from captivity 
is very doubtful. If it ever had such an 
application, we may safely say that its pre- 
dictions were so imperfectly and sparingly 
fulfilled in that return, or any thing which 
followed it, that we are necessarily directed 
onward to its greater fulfilment — the an- 
nouncement of the kingdom of Christ. 
Euthymius remarks, that the ways and 
paths of the Lord are men’s souls, which 
must be cleared of the thorns of passion 
and the stones of sin, and thus made 
straight and level for His approach. 

4. And the same John] rather, now John 
himself, recalling the reader froA the pro- 
iJietic testimony, to the person of John. 
As John was the Elias of ])rophecy, so we 
find in his outward attire a striking simi- 
larity to Elias, who was “ an hairy man, 
and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins.” 2 Kings i. 8. The garment of 
camel’s hair was not the camel’s skin with 
the hair on, which would be too heavy to 
wear, hut raiment woven of camel’s hair. 
From Zech. xiii. 4, it seems that such a 
dress was known as the prophetic, garb : 
‘ neither shall they (the prophets) wear a 
rough garment to deceive.’ locusts] 
There is no difficulty here. The locust, 
permitted to he eaten, Levit. xi. 22, was 
used as food by the lower orders in Juda3a, 
and mentioned by Strabo and Pliny as 
eaten by the iEthiopians, and by many 
other authors, as articles of food. Jerome 
mentions it as the custom in the East and 
Libya : and Shaw found locusts eaten by 
the Moors in Barbafy. (Travels, p. 164.) 

wild honey] See 1 Sam. xiv. 25. 
Here again there is no need to suppose 
any thing else meant but honey made by 
wild bees. Schulz found such honey in 
this very wilderness iri our own time. See 
Psalm Ixxxi. 16 : Judg. xiv. 8 ; Deut. 
xxxii. 13. 5.] all the region round about 

Jordan means all the neighbourhood of 
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tized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. ' But .when 
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism, he said unto them, “ 0 ^ generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? ® Bring 

^ render, ofispring. 


Jordan not included in 'Jerusalem and 
Judaia before mentioned. Parts of Pcrjea, 
Samaria, Galilee, and Gaulonitis come under 
tills denomination. — There need be no sur- 
prise at such multitudes going out to 
John. The nature of his announcement, 
coupled with the prevalent expectation of 
the time, was enough to produce this 
etfect. See, as strictly consistent with this 
account, chap. xi. 7 — 15. 6. were 

baptized] When men were admitted as 
proselytes, three rites were performed — 
circumcision, baptism, oblation ; when 
icomen, two — baptism and oblation. The 
baptism was administered in the day-time, 
by immersion of tlie whole person ; and 
while standing in the w’ater the proselyte 
was instructed in certain portions of the 
law. The whole families of proselytes, in- 
cluding infants, were baptized. It is most 
probable that John’s baptism in outward 
form resembled that of proselytes. See 
above, on ver. 1. Some deny that the pro- 
selyte baptism was in use before the time 
of John : but the contrary has been gene- 
rally supposed, and maintained. Indeed 
the baptism or lustration of a jiroselytc on 
admission would follow, as a matter of 
course, by analogy from the constant legal 
practice of lustration after all unclcan- 
nesses : and it is difficult to imagine a 
time when it would not be in use. Be- 
sides, it is highly improbable that the 
Jews should have borrowed the rite from 
the Christians, or the Jewish hierarchy 
from John. confessing their sins] 

Prom the form and expression, this does 
not seem to have been merely ‘ shewing a 
contrite spirit,’ ‘ confessing themselves sin- 
ners,’ but a particular and individual con- 
fession; not, however, made privately to 
John, but before the people: see his ex- 
hortation to the various classes in Luke iii. 
10 — 16 : nor in every case, but in those 
which required it. 7. Pharisees and 
Sadducees] These two sects, according to 
Josephus, Antt. xiii. 6. 9, originated at the 
same period, under Jonathan the High 
Priest (b.c. 159—141). The Pharisees, 
deriving their name probably from “ Pa- 
rash,** ‘ he separated,’ took for their dis- 
tinctive practice the strict observance of 
the law and all its requirements, written 
and oral. They had great power over the 


people, and are numbered by Josephus, as 
being, about the time of, the death of Herod 
the Great, above 6000. We find in the 
Gospels the I’harisees the most constant 
opponents of our Lord, and His discourses 
frequently directed against them. The 
character of the sect as a whofe was hypo- 
crisy ; the outside acknowledgment and 
honouring of God and his law, but inward 
and practical denial of Him ^ which ren- 
dered them the enemies of the simplicity 
and genuinenc^ss which characterized our 
Lord’s teac;hing. Still, among them were 
undoubtedly pious and worthy men, honour- 
ably distinguished from the Mass of the 
sect ; John iii. 1 ; Acts v. 34. The various 
))oints of their religious and moral belief 
will be treated of as they occur in the text 
of the Gospels. The Sadducees arc 
said to have derived their name from one 
Sadok, about the time of Alexander the 
Great (b.c. 323) ; but they were named 
from the Hebrew Tsaddik, righteousness, 
more probably. They rejected all tradi- 
iion, but did not, as some have supposed, 
confine their canon of Scripture to the 
Pentateuch. The denial of a future state 
does not appt^ar to ha ve been an original 
tenet of Sadduceism, but to have sprung 
from its abuse. The parti^^alai* side of 
religionism rc])re8ented by the Sadducees 
was bare literal moral conformity, without 
any higher views or hopes. They thus 
escaped the dangers of tradition, but fell 
into deiidness and worldliness, and a denial 
of spiritual infiueiice. While our Lord was 
on earth, this state of mind was very pre- 
valent among the educated classes through- 
out the Komau empire ; and most of the 
Jews of rank and station were Sadducees. 
— The two sects, mutually hostile, are 
found frequently in the G(3Bpels united 
in opposition to our Lord (see ch. xvi. 1, 
6, 11 ; xxii. 23, 34 ; also Acts iv. 1) ; the 
Pharisees representing hypocritical super- 
stition ; the Sadducees, carnal unbelief. 

come] It would appear here as 
if these Pharisees and Sadducees came 
with others, and because others did, with- 
out any worthy motive, and they were 
probably deterred by his rebuke from 
undergoing baptism at his hands. Wo 
know, from Luke vii. 30, that the Phari - 
sees in general * wer^ not baptized of him* 
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forth, tjaerefore fruits meet for repentance : ^ and think not 
to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our “father: » John vm. ss, 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham. And now o \_aho] the ax is 
laid unto the root of the trees : therefore “every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. I indeed baptize you with water uitto repent- 
ance : but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize you 
with tlie Holy Ghost, and with fire : whose fan is in his 
hand, and* he will throughly purge his floor, and gather 

0 omit 


the wfkth to come] The reference 
of John’s ministry to the prophecy con- 
cerning Elias, Mai. iii. 1 ; iv. 5 (Mark i. 2), 
would naturally suggest to men’s minds 
‘the wrath #r) come’ there also foretold. 
It was the general expectation of the 
Jews that troublous times would accom- 
pany the appearance of the Messiah. 
John is now speaking in the true cha- 
racter of a })rophet, foretelling the wrath 
soon to be poured on the Jewish nation. 

8.] therefore cxi)resses an inference from 
their apparent intention of fleeing from 
the wrath to come : q. d. ‘ if you are 
really so minded,’ ... 9. think not 

to say] Not merely e(}ui valent to say not 
but, Do not fancy you may say, &c. The ex- 
pression to say within yourselves, as simi- 
lar expressions in Scripture (e. g. Ps. x. 
6, 11 ; xiv.*l : i. 1(1 j ii. 15, al. fr.), is 

used to signify the act by which outward 
circumstances are turned into thoughts 
of the mind. of these stones] The 
pebbles or shingle on the beach of the 
Jordan. He y)ossibly referred to Isa. li. 
1, 2. This also is proyflietic, of the ad- 
mission of the (lentile church. See Koin. 
iv. 16 : (hil. iii. 29. Or we may take the 
interpretation which Chrysostom prefers, 
also referring to Isa. li. 1, 2: Think not 
that your 'perishing will leave Abraham 
without children : for Ood is able to 
raise him vp children even f rom stones^ as 
He created man out of dust at the begin- 
ning. The present tenses, *Hs laidf 
“is cut downf imply the law, or habit, 
which now and henceforward, in the 
kingdom of heaven prevails : *from this 
time it is so! 11. whose shoes, A:c.] 
Lightfoot shews that it was the token 
of a slave having become his master’s pro- 
perty, to loose his shoe, to tie the same, 
or to carry the necessary articles for him 
to the bath. The expr|psion8 therefore in 


all the Gospels amount to the same, 
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire] This 
was literally fiilfllled at the day of Pente- 
cost : but Orige’ii and others refer the 
words to the baptism of the righteous by 
the Holy Spirit y and of the wicked by fire. 
I have no (loubt that this is a mistake in 
the present case, though apparently (to 
the su{>crficial reader) borne out by ver. 12. 
The double symbolic reference of Arc, else- 
where found, e. g. Mark ix. 50, as purify- 
ing the good and consuming the (wil, 
though illustrated by these verses, is 
hardly to be pressed into the intdlrpreta- 
tion of fire in this verse, the ])rophecy 
here being solely of that higher and more 
l)erfect baptism to which that of John was 
a mere introduction. To separate ott' 
“ with the Holy Ghost ” as belonging to one 
set of persons, iind “ tcith fire ” as belonging 
to another, when both arc united in “ you!* 
is in the last degree harsh, besides intro- 
ducing confusion into the whole. The 
members of com])arison in this verse are 
strictly parallel to one another : the bap- 
tism by ^eatery the end of which is “re- 
pentance!* a mere transition state, a note 
of preparation, — and the baptism by the 
Holy Ghost and fircy the end of which is 
(ver. 12) sanctificationy the entire aim 
and purpose of man’s creation and re- 
newal. Thus the official superiority of 
the llcdecmer (which is all that our Evan- 
gelist here deals with) is fully brought 
out. The suy)eriority of nature and pre- 
existence is reserved for the fuller and more 
dogmatic account in .Tohn i. 12 . 

whose fan, &c.] In the Rabbinical work 
Midrash Tehillim, on Ps. ii., the same 
figure is found: “The winnowing is at 
hand : they throw the straw into the fire, 
the chaff to the wind, but preserve the 
wheat in the floor j so the nations of the 
world shall be the conflagration of a fur- 
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Jiis wheat into the gamer ; but he wiU burn up tl^ chaflf 
with unquenchable fire. 

p ch. ii. 22. 13 Then cometh J esus p from Galilee to Jordan unto J ohn, 

to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ^ 
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so 
now: for ‘thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 


nace : but Israel alone shall be preserved.” 

his floor] i. e. the contents of the ham- 
floor. Thus in Job xxxix. 12, “he will 
bring home thy seed, and gather thy 
harn** (literally). Or perhaps owing to 
the verb (shall cleanse from one end to the 
other), the/oor itself ^ which was an open 
hard-trodden space in the middle of the 
field. See “ The Land and the Book,” p. 
538 ff., where there is an illustration. 
“ Very little use is now made of the fan^ 
but I have seen it employed to purge the 
floor of the refuse dust, which the owner 
throws away as useless,” p. 540. 
chaff] Not only the chaffs but also the 
straw : see reft*. : ‘ all that is not wheat.’ 

13—17.] Jesus himself baptized by 
HIM. Mark i. 9—11: Luke iii. 21, 22. 
It does not appear exactly when the bap- 
tism of our Lord took place. If the com- 
parative age of the Baptist is taken into 
account, we should supjjose it to have been 
about six months after this latter began 
his ministry. But this is no sure guide. 
The place was Bethany (the older read- 
ing), beyond Jordan; John i. 28. 

13. to be baptized] Why should our Lord, 
who was without sin, have come to a 
baptism of repentance ? Because He was 
made sin for us : for which reason also 
He suffered the curse of the law. It be- 
came Him, being in the likeness of sinful 
ilesh, to go through those appointed rites 
and purifications which belonged to that 
flesh. There is no more strangeness in 
His having been baptized by Jolm, than 
in His keeping the Passovers. The one 
rite, as the other, belonged to sinners— 
and among the transgressors Jle wa^ 
numbered. The prophetic words in Ps. xl. 
12, spoken in the person of our Lord, indi- 
cate, in the midst of sinlessness, the most 
profound apprehension of the sins of that 
nature which He took upon him. I cannot 
suppose the baptism to have been sought 
by our Lord merely to honour John, or as 
knowing that it would he the occasion of a 
divine recognition of his Messiahshij), and 
thus preordained by God : but bond fide, 
as bearing the infirmities and carrying the 
sorrows of mankind, and thus beginning 


here the triple baptism of water, fire, and 
blood, two parts of which were now ac- 
complished, and of the third of which He 
himself speaks, Luke xii. 59, and the be- 
loved Apostle, 1 John v. 8. — His baptism, 
as it was our Lord’s closing act of obe- 
dience under the La\^^, in His hitherto 
concealed life of legal sifomission, His 
fulfilling all righteousness, so was His 
solemn inauguration and anointing for the 
higher official life of mediatorial satisfac- 
tion which was now opening upon Him. 
See Rom. i. 3, 4. We must not forget 
that the working out of perfect righteous- 
ness in our flesh by the entire and spotless 
keeping of God’s law (Deut. vi. 25), was, 
in the main, accomplished during the 
thirty years previous to our Lord^s official 
ministry. 14. forbad] Rather, tried 

to hinder: the word implies the active 
and earnest preventing, with the gesture, 
or hand, or voice. There is only an ap- 
parent inconsistency between the speech 
of John in this sense, and the assertion 
made by him in John i. 33, ‘ 1 knew him 
not.’ Let us regard the matter in this 
light: — John begins his jniirlstry by a 
commission from God, who also admo- 
nishes him, that He, whose Forerunner he 
was, would be in time revealed to him by 
a special sign. Jesus comes to bo bap- 
tized by him. From the nature of his 
relationship to our Lord, he wmld not but 
know those events whicli had accompanied 
his birth, and his subsequent life of holy 
and unblameable purity and sanctity. My 
impression from the words of this verse 
certainly is, that he regarded Him as the 
Messiah. Still, his belief wanted that 
full and entire assurance which the occur- 
rence of the predicted sign gave him, 
which the word knew implies, and which 
would justify him in announcing Him to 
his disciples as the Lamb of God. 

15. now] The exact meaning is difficult. 
It cannot well be that which the A. V. at 
first sight gives, that something was to be 
done now, inconsistent with the actual and 
hereafter-to-be-manifested relation of the 
two persons. Rather — ‘ though what has 
been said (ver. 14) is true, yet the time is 



13—17. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


17 


Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was bap- 
tized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the <1 i 

heavens were opened unto him, and he saw ‘ithe Spirit of ^ 

God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him : 17 and « 

lo a voice from heaven, saying, ®Thi8 is my ^beloved Son, xvii. 

in whom I am well pleased. . 2 let;fA’ 7 . 


not come for that : — as yet, now, are we 
in another relation (\'iz. our Lord as the 
fulfiller of the law, John as a minister of 
it), therefore puffer it* “This ^ now* is 
spoken from the Lord’s foreknowledge, 
that this relation of subjection to John 
was only temporaiiy, and that hereafter 
their relative situations would be in- 
verted.” Meyer. Stier remarks that now 
was fulfilled the prophetic annomicement 
of Ps. xl. 7, 8. us] not for me, but 

for me and thee. I cannot help thinking 
that this word glances at the relationship 
and previous acknowledged destinations of 
the speakers. It has however a wider 
sense, as spoken by Him who is now first 
coming forth officially as the Son of Many 
extending over all those ivhose baptism 
plants them in his likeness, Rom. vi. 
righteousness] requirements of the law. 
See ch. vi. 1, where the sense is general, 
as here. 16. baptized] On this ac- 

count I would make the following remarks. 

(1) The appearance and voice seem to have 
been manifested to our Lord and the Bap- 
tist only. They may have been alone at the 
time : or, if not, we have an instance in Acts 
ix. 7, of sucm aff appearance being confined 
to one person, while the others present were 
imconscious of it. We can hardly however, 
with some of the Fathers, say, that it 
was “ a spiritual beholding** — or that 
**the appearance was a vision, not reality** 

(2) The Holy Spirit descended not only in 
the manner of a dove, but in bodily shape 
(II Luke) : which I cannot understand in 
any but the literal sense, as the bodily 
SHAPE OP A DOVE, Seen by the Baptist. 
There can be no objection to this, the 
straightforward interpretation of the nar- 
rative, which docs not equally apply to 
the Holy Spirit being visible at all, which 
John himself asserts Him to have been 
(John i. 32 — 34), even more expressly 
than is asserted here. Why the Creator 
Spirit may not have assumed an organized 
body bearing symbolical meaning, as well 
as any other material form, does not seem 
clear. This was the ancient, and is the 
only honest interpretation. All the mo- 
dem explanations of the “ like a dove,** as 
importing the manner coming down, 

VOL. I. 


belong to the vain rationalistic attempt to 
reduce down that which is miraculous. The 
express assertion of St. Luke, and the fact 
that all four Evangelists have used the 
same expression, which they would not 
have done if it were a mere medium of com- 
parison, are surely a suflacient refutation of 
this rationalizing (and, I may add, blun- 
dering) interpretation. (3) Two circum- 
stances may be noticed respecting the man- 
ner of the descent of the Spirit : it was, as 
a dove: — the Spirit as manifested in our 
Lord was gentle and benign. Tliis was not 
a sudden and temporary descent of the 
Spirit, but a permanent though special 
anointing of the Saviour for his holy office. 
It * abode upon Him,* John i. 32. And 
from this moment His ministry and media- 
torial work (in the active official sense) 
begins. Immediately, the Spirit carries 
Him away to the wilderness; the ^ay of 
His return thence (possibly ; but see notes 
on John i. 29) John j)oints Him out as the 
Lamb of God : then follows the calling of 
Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael, and 
the third day after is the first miracle at 
the marriage in Cana. But we must not 
imagine any change in the nature or person 
of our Lord to have taken place at his bap- 
tism. The anointing and crowning are but 
signs of the official assumption of the power 
which the king has by a right independent 
of, and higher than these. (4) The whole 
narrative is in remarkable parallelism with 
that of the Transfiguration. There we have 
our Lord supernaturally glorified in the 
presence of two great prophetic personages, 
Moses and Elias, who sj)eak of His decease, 
— on the journey to which He forthwith 
sets out (ch. xvii. 22, compared with xix. 
1); and ac.companied by the same testi- 
mony of the voice from heaven, uttering 
the same words, with an addition accordant 
with the truth then symbolized. (6) In 
connexion with apocryphal additions, the 
following are not without interest : When 
Jesus had gone down to the water, aflame 
was lit up in the Jordan : and when He 
had come up from the water, lo, the 
heavens, &c. See also, my Greek Test, 
on this passage. 

C 
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lY^ 1 Then was Jesus “led up of the spirit into tne wil- 
^zek.iii.14, ] 3 g tempted of the devil. ^ And when he had 

V see note. ^ fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred. ^ And when the tempter came to him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bre^d. ^ But he answered and said. It is written, 
wDBUT.vUi.8. w shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 


Chap. IV. 1 — 11.] Temptation op 
Jesus. Mark i. 12, 13 : Luke iv. 1 — 13. 

1. led up of (by) the spirit] The 
Spirit carried Him away, (see Acts viii. 39,) 
driveth Mark i. 12. Had St. Luke’s 
was led in (thus literally) the Spirit^* 
been our only account, we might have sup- 
posed what took place to have been done 
in a vision : but the expressions in the 
two other Evangelists entirely preclude 
this. The desert here spoken of may either 
be the traditional place of the Temptation 
near Jericho (thence called Quarantaria : 
it is described in “ the Land and the Book,” 
p. 617, as a high and precipitous mountain, 
with its side facing the plain perpendicu- 
lar, and apparently as high as the rock of 
Gibraltar, and with caverns midway be- 
low, hewn in the rock), or as scripture 
parallelism between Moses, Elias, and our 
Lord,fc leads one to think, the Arabian 
desert of Sinai. to be tempted] The 
express purpose of His being led up. Hence 
it is evident that our Lord at this time was 
not Hed up’ of his own will and design: 
but, as a part of the conflict with the 
Power of Darkness, He was brought to the 
Temptation. As He had been subject to 
his earthly parents at Nazareth, so now 
He is subject, in the outset of his official 
course, to his Heavenly Parent, and is by 
His will thus carried up to be tempted. 
In reverently considering the nature and 
end of this temptation, we may observe, 
(1) That the whole is undoubtedly an ob- 
jective historical narrative^ recording an 
actual conflict between our Redeemer and 
the Power of Evil. (2) That it is unde- 
termined by the letter of the sacred text, 
whether the Tempter appeared in a bodily 
shape, or, as a spirit, was permitted to 
exert a certain power, as in ver. 5, and 
ver. 8, over the person of our Lord, even 
as the Holy Spirit did in ver. 1. If the 
latter were the case, the words spoken at 
the various stages of the temptation, were 
suggested by this Evil Power to the soul 
of our Redeemer. But (3) such an inter- 
pretation, while it cannot justly be accused 
of unreality by any who do not reject be- 
lief in the spiritual world, hardly meets 
the expressions of the text, ^*came (ap- 


proached) to him,** ver. 9, and “leaveth 
him,** ver. 11. Nor do the two members 
of ver. 11 correspond to one another in this 
case, for the angels must haye been visible 
and corporeal, as in the parallel case at 
Gethseraane, Luke xxii. 43. 2. when 

he had fasted] Not ir the wider ecclesi- 
astical sense of the word, J)ut its strict 
meaning, of abstaining from all food what- 
ever ; Luke, ver. 2. Similarly Moses, Exod. 
xxxiv. 28 ; and Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 8. 
he was afterward an hungred] Then pro- 
bably not during the time itself. The period 
of the fast, as in the case of Moses, was 
spent in a spiritual ecstasy, during which the 
wants of the natural body were suspended. 

3. when the tempter came] From 
the words of both St. Mark and St. Luke, 
it appears that our Lord was tempted also 
during the forty days. Whether the words 
of St. Mark, “ he was with the wild beasts,** 
allude to one kind of temptation, is uncer- 
tain : see note on Mark i. 13. — The words 
came to him** need not be understood of 
the first approach, but the first recorded — 
‘ at a certain time the tempter approaching, 
&c.’ If thou be] “ thinking to be- 
guile Him with his flattefy,” Chrys. Or, 
as Euthymius, “ thinking that He would 
be irritated by this address, as being re- 
proached with not being the Son of God.” 
At all events, there is no doubt expressed, 
as some think. Son of God] Our Lord 
does not give way to the temptation, so as 
to meet him with an open declaration, ‘ I 
am the vSon of God :’ thus indeed He might 
have asserted his lordship over him, but 
not have been his Conqueror for us. The 
first word which He uses against him, 
reaches far deeper: * Man shtdl not live,’ 
&c. ** This, like the other text, is taken 

from the history of Israel’s temptation in 
the wilderness : for Israel represents, in a 
foreshadowing type, the Son of Man, the 
servant of God for Righteousness, the one 
that was to come, in whom alone that na- 
ture which in all men has degenerated into 
sin, * fulfils all righteousness* Adam 
stood not, — Israel according to the flesh 
stood not, — when the Lord their God 
tempted them ; but rather, after Satan’s 
likeness, tempted their God : but now the 
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that prOceedeth out of the mouth of God. ® Then the devil 
taketh him up into the * holy city, and setteth him on P a i Neh. ii. j, w. 

^ ^ ^ xlviii 2* 

pinnacle of the temple, ^ and saith unto him, If thou be lx. h. 

Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, ^ He Rev.Jx? 2 : 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee : and in their y ^ 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him. It is 
written again, *Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. zD«»jt vi.i8. 
^ Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, ^nd sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
and the glory of them ; ^ and saith unto him, All these 
things will I giye thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 

* P render y the. 


second Adam is come, the true Israel, by 
whose obedience the wa/y of life is again 
made known a«d opened — ‘ that man truly 
liveth on and in the eternal word of God.^ ** 
Stier’s ** Words of the Lord Jesus.” Ob- 
serve also how our Lord resists Satan in 
His humanity; at once here numbering 
Himself with men, by adducing man** as 
including His own case ; and not only so, 
hut thus speaking out the mystery of his 
humiliation, in which He had foregone his 
divine Power, of his own will. — By ‘ erery 
word (or ' thing* for the noun is not ex- 
pressed in the original) that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God* we must understand, 
every arrangement of the divine will ; God, 
who ordinarily sustains by bread, can, if it 
please Him, fus%in by any other means, as 
in the case alluded to. Compare John iv. 
32, 34. 6. taketh him up] power being 

most probably given to the tempter over 
the person of our Lonl. In St. Luke, this 
temptation stands third. The real order 
is evidently that in the text; for other- 
wise our Lord^s final answer, ver. 10, would 
not be in its place. It may be observed, 
that St. Luke makes no assertion as to 
succession, only introducing each tempta- 
tion with and : whereas “ then** and 
** again** here seem to mark succession. For 
“ the holy city” see reff. setteth him 
— by the same power by which he brought 
Him. pinnacle] The general opi- 

nion, that our Lord was placed on Herod's 
royal portico, is probably right. That por- 
tico overhung the ravine of Kedron from a 
dizzy height, so as to make one giddy with 
looking down, as described by Josephus, 
Antt. XV. 11. 5. The argument that it was 
probably on the other side, next the cowrt, 
is grounded on the perfectly gratuitous 
assumption, that an exhibit^n to the people 
was intended. There w no authority for 


this in the text ; the temptation being one 
not of ambition, hut of presumption. The 
inference from Eusebius, who, quoting 
Hegesippus, (Hist. ii. 23,) describes James 
the Just as set on and thrown from the 
pinnacle of the temple, among the people, 
is not decisive : for this term might em- 
brace either side, as ‘ the comice,’ or ‘ the 
parapet’ would. 6. it is written] 

cited (nearly verbatim from the LXX, as 
almost all the texts in this narrative) as 
applying to all servants of God in geaeral, 
and ^ fortiori to the Son of God ; not as a 
prophecy of the Messiah. 7. again] 
not * on the contrary,’ which the original 
word never simply means, not even in Gal. 
V. 3 : 1 John ii. 8. The addition of a second 
Scripture qualifies and interprets the first ; 
but does not refute it. 8.] The enquiry 
where and what this mountain was, is en- 
tirely nugatory, no data being furnished by 
the text. Bheweth him all the k. 
of the world] The additional words in 
Luke, “ in a moment of time,** are valu- 
able as pointing out to us clearly the 
supernatural character of the vision. If it 
be objected, that in that case there was no 
need for the ascent of the mountain, — I 
answer, that such natural accessories are 
made use of frequently in supernatural 
revelations : see especially Rev. xxi. 10. 
The attempts to restrict “the world” to 
Palestine, (wliich was, besides, God’s pecu- 
liar portion and vineyard, as distinguished 
from the Gentile world,) or the Roman 
empire, are mere subterfuges : as is also the 
giving to “ sheweth” the sense of “ points 
out the direction of.” In this last 

temptation the enemy revealshimself openly, 
as the P’rince of this world, and as the 
father of lies ; for though power is given 
him over this world and its sons, his asser- 
tion here is most untrue. 10 .] Ouy 
2 
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me. Then saith J esus unto him, Get thee hence,' Satan : 
aD.^T vi.i 8 : Written, ®Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 

and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leave th 
^ 43.^H?b.i:i4. him, and, behold, angels came and ^ ministered unto him. 

^ Now when ^ Jesus had heard that John was cast into 

c ch. xiv. 8. 

see Acts iu. hu departed into Galilee ; and leaving Nazareth, 


^ readj he. 

Lord at once repels him openly ; not that 
He did not know him heforcy — hut because 
he had thus openly tempted Him j but not 
even this of His own power or will ; He 
adds, for it is written, — again, as Man, 
appealing to the Word of Gtxl. — From this 
time, our Lord is known by the devils, and 
casts them out by a word. Mark i. 24-, 34- ; 

iii. 11 ; V. 7. 11. leaveth Mm] but 

only for a seasoUy see |1 Luke. The con- 
flict, however often renewed in secret (of 
which we cannot 8j)eak), was (;ertainly 
again waged in Oethsemane : see Luke 
xxii. 53, compare John xiv. 30. The ex- 
pression in Luke x. 18, must be otherwise 
understood : see note there. minis- 

tered] viz. with food, as in the case of 
Elias, 1 Kings xirf. 6, 7. 

12 — 22,] Jesus begins his Ministry. 
Cal£ing of Peter, Andrew, James, 
AND John. Mark i. 14 — 20. Luke iv. 
14, 15. Between the last verse and this is 
a considerable interval of time. After re- 
turning from the Temptation (see note on 
John i. 28, end) our Lord was pointed out 
by John the Baptist, (ib. vv. 29 — 34,) 
and again on the morrow to two of his 
disciples, Andrew and (probably) John, 
who followed Him, and were (on the next 
day ? SCO note, John i. 44) joined by Simon 
Peter (35— 43) : then on the morrow Philip 
and Nathanael were called (44- — 52) ; three 
days after was the marriage in Cana (ii. 
1 — 11) ; then our Lord went down to 
Capernaum and remained not many days 
(12) ; then followed the Passover ; the 
cleansing of the temple (13 — 22) ; the be- 
lief of many on Jesus (23 — 25 ) ; the dis- 
course with Nicodemus (iii. 1 — 21) ; the 
baptizing by Jesus (i. e. his disciples) 
(22 — 24); the question about purifying, 
and testimony of the Baptist (25 — 3(>) ; 
the journey through Samaria into Galilee, 
and discourse with the woman of Samaria 
(iv. 1 — 42) ; the return to Cana, and heal- 
ing of the ruler^s son in Cajjernaum 
( 43 — 54 ) . and the journey to Jerusalem 
related in John v. 1. After that chapter 
St. John breaks oft’ the first part of his 
narrative ; and between his v. 47 and vi. 1, 
comes in the synoptic narrative. Matt. 

iv. 12— xiv. 16 : Mark i. 14 — vi. 30 : Luke 


^ render, ^ delivered up. 

iv. 14 — ix. 10. This omission is in re- 
markable consistency with St. Matthew’s 
account of his own calling in ch. ix. 9. 
Being employed in his business in the 
neighbourhood of Capernaum, he now first 
becomes personally cfcquainted with the 
words and actions of ouP Lord. From 
what circumstance the former miracle in 
Capernaum had not attracted his atten- 
tion, we cannot, of course, definitely say ; 
we can, however, easily i'onceivc. Our 
Lord was not then in Capernaum ; for the 
ruler sent to Him, and the cure was 
wrought by word at a distance. If Mat- 
thew’s attention had not been called to 
Jesus before, he might naturally omit 
such a narrative, whi(;h John gives pro- 
bably from ]>ersonal knowledge. The syn- 
optic narrative generally omits this whole 
section of our Lord’s travels and ministry. 
Its sources of information, until the last 
visit to Jerusalem, seem to have been 
exclusively Qalilcean, and denved from 
persons who became attached to Sim at 
a later period than any of the events re- 
corded in that first po^ti^'x of John*s 
Qospel, The objections to this view are, 
the narrative, in the three Gospels, of the 
baptism and temptation ; but the former 
of these would be abundantly testified by 
John’s disciples, many of whom became 
disciples of Jesus; and the latter could 
only have been derived from the mouth 
of our Lord Himself. 12. delivered 

up] This seems to have been the usual 
and well-known term for the imprison- 
ment of John. The same word in the 
original is also the usual one for 
the betrayal and apprehension of our 
Lord Himself. departed] re- 

tired, withdrew; see ch. ii. 22, and note. 
No notice is given whence this withdrawal 
took place. The narrative is evidently 
taken up after an interval, and without 
any intention that it should follow closely 
on ver. 11. Wicseler secs in this a proof 
that St. Matthew recognized a ministry in 
Judiea during the interval. 1 cannot quite 
think this, but certainly he does not 
exclude it. 13. leaving Nazareth] 
Not on account; of the behaviour of the 
Nazarenes to Him after the preaching in 
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he ca»ie and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea 
coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim : that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, ^ The land of Zabulon, and the land of Ncphtha- disA.ix.i, 2 . 
lim, [® b^~] the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles ; the people which sat in darkness saw 
great light ; and to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time 
Jesus began to preach, and to say, ® Repent : for the king- e cb.m. 2 : i. 
dom of heaven is at hand, i® And Jesus, walking by the 
sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon ^called Peter, and f John i. 42. 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea : for they 


• ® not expressed 

the Synagogue, Luke iv. 28, 29, as some- 
times stipposed; see notes, ib. ver. 31. 

Capejpiaum] This town, on the 
borders of the lake of Gennesareth, was cen- 
tral in situation, and in the most populous 
and frequented part of Galilee. It be- 
sides was the residence of four at least of 
the Apostles, Andrew and Peter, and 
James and ,Iohn — and j)rohably of Mat- 
thew. ‘‘ Kepliar Nahum, the village of 
consolation. So Josephus. It is from 
this time called ‘ His own city* ch. ix. 1, 
see also ch. xvii. 2t. 15.] This pro- 

phecy is spoken with direct reference to 
the days of the Messiah. It is here freely 
rendered from the Hebrew, without any 
regard to the LXX, which is wholly 
different. ,This, coming so immediately 
after a 8tring%f quotations literally from 
the LXX, seems to mark the beginning of 
a new portion of the Gospel, agr(*cably to 
what was said before. the way 

of the sea] the country round the coast 
of the lake. All the members of this 
sentence are in apposition with one 
another ; thus beyond Jordan is not a de- 
scription of the land before spoken of, 
which was not thus situated, but of a 
different tract. The later meaning of the 
phrase, as signifying the tract to the west 
of the Jordan, and which naturally sprung 
up during the captivity, is not to be 
thought of in Isaiah, who wrote before 
that event. Galilee of the Gentiles] 

Galilee superior, near to Tyre and Sidon, 
which was inhabited by a variety of na- 
tions. 17. began to preach . .] That 
is, began His ministry in Galilee. The 
account of Matthew, being that of an eye- 
witness, begins where his own experience 
began. It is not correct to suppose, as 
some of the German Commentators have 
done, (De Wette, Stouss,) that this 


in the original. 

preaching of repentance was of a different 
character from the after -teaching of our 
Lord : we recognize the same formula, 
though only partly cited, in ch. x. 7 : Luke 
X. 10, and find our Lord still preaching 
repentance, Luke xiii. 3, after repeated 
declarations of His Messiahship. 

18. by the sea of Galilee] The lake of 
Gennesareth or Tiberias (John vi. 1), called 
in the O. T. “ the sea of Chinnereth,^^ 
Num. xxxiv. 11, or Chinneroth, Josh. xii. 
3. It is of an oval shape, about 13 geo- 
graphical mih;s long, and 6 broad : *and is 
traversed by the .Jordan from N. to s. 
“ Its most remarkabh? feature is its deep 
depression, being no less than 700 feet 
below the level of the ocean.^^ See the 
interesting article by Mr. P(;rter in Smith’s 
Biblical Dictionary. If we give any 

consideration to the circumstances here 
related, we cannot fail to see that the ac- 
count in .Tohn is admirably calculated to 
complete the narrative. We have there 
furnished to us the reason why those two 
brethren were so ready to arise and follow 
One, whom, if we had this account only, 
we should infer they had never before 
seen. Add to this, that there is every 
probability that one of the other pair of 
brethren, John the son of Zebedee, is 
there described as having gone with An- 
drew to the dwelling of our Lord. It ^so 
tends to confirm the chronological view 
here taken, that Philip, the only one 
mentioned expressly by John as having 
been called by Jesus, is not mentioned here 
as called : and that Andrew, and the other 
disciple of John the Baptist, clearly were 
not called by Jesus in John i. 35 40, or 
the words “ abode with him that day* 
could not have been used : that these two 
continued disciples of the Baptist, is not 
probable ; but that they were henceforth. 
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were fishers. And he saith tinto them, Follow me, and 
g Luke 7 . 10. I make you ® fishers of men. And they straight- 
way left their nets, and followed him. ^nd going on 
from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets; and he called them. 

And they immediately left the ship and their father, and 
followed him. 

i cn. ix. SO: 

Mart ^14 ^ And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 

r^dinS synagogues, and preaching the ^gospel of the ^kingdom, 


but not invariably, attached to our Lord. 
I believe that the disciple whom Jesus 
loved was in His company duriiif]^ the 
whole of the events in John ii. iii, iv. and 
V., and on His return from Judaja with His 
disciples, John having for a time returned 
to his business, as our Lord was now resi- 
dent in Cajiernaum, received, as here re- 
lated, this more solemn and final call. We 
must remember, that the disciples would 
naturally have gone up to Jerusalem at 
the Passover, John ii. 23, without a call 
from the Lord, and by what they saw 
there would become more firmly attached 
to him. The circumstance related in John 
xxi., that even after they were assured of 
the Rbsurrection, the Apostles relumed to 
their occupation as fishermen, gives addi- 
tional probability to the usual explanation 
of the call in our text. 20. left their 
nets, and followed him] \.q, from this time 
they were constant followers of the Lord. 
But when He happened to be in the neigh- 
bourhood of their homes, they resumed their 
fishing; cf. Luke v. 1 — 11, which occur- 
rence was, in my belief, different from, and 
later than the one related in our text. See 
notes there. 

23 — 26.] He makes a Circuit op 
Galilee. (Mark i. 39 .* Luke iv. 44, or- 
dinarily ; but qu. ? There is no neces- 
sity for believing this circuit of Galilee to 
be identical with those, even if we read 
Galilee in the passage in Luke. Our 
Lord made many such circuits.) 

23. synagogues] These were the places 
of religious assembly among the Jews 
after the return from the captivity. Tra- 
dition, and the Targums, ascribe a very 
early origin to synagogues : and Heut. 
xxxi. 11, and Ps, Ixxiv. 8, are cited as 
testimonies of it. But the former pas- 
sage does not necessarily imply it ; and it 
is doubtful whether that Psdm was not 
itself written after the captivity. They 
are generally supposed to have originated 
in Babylon, and thence to have been 


brought, at the return, into the mother 
land. See Neh. viii. 1 — 8. At the Chris- 
tian era there were synagogues in every 
town, and in some larger towns several. 
See Acts ix. 2, 20. In .Terusalem, accord- 
ing to the Rabbinical writings, there were 
upwards of 450. (See Acts vi. 9, and 
note.) The people assembleH in them on 
sabbath and festival days, and in later 
times also on the second and fifth days of 
each week, for public prayer and the hear- 
ing of portions of Scripture. See Imke iv. 
16 ; Acts xiii. 15. The officers of the 
synagogues were (1) the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, Luke viii. 49; xiii. 14: Acts xviii. 
8, 17, who had the care of public order, 
and the arrangement of the service ; 
(2) the Elders, Luke vii. 3, Mark v. 22 : 
Acts xiii. 15, who seem to have formed a 
sort of council under the presidency of the 
Ruler ; (3) the legate or angel of the as- 
sembly, who was the reader of prayers, and 
also secretary and messengtx’ m the syna- 
gogues ; (4) the minister (Luke iv. 20), or 
chapel clerk, whose office was to prepare 
the books for reading, to sweep, open, and 
shut the synagogue. Besides these, there 
appear to have been alms-gatherers. The 
synagogue was fitted up with seats, of 
which the first row' were an object of 
ambition with the scribes (ch. xxiii. 6). 
A pulpit for the reader, lamps, and a chest 
for keeping the sacred books, appear to 
complete the furniture of the ancient 
synagogue. Punishments, e. g. scourging, 
were inflicted in the synagogues. (See 
ch. X. 17 ; xxiii. 34 : Luke ix. 49 : Acts 
xxii. 19; xxvi. 11.) The catechizing also 
of children seems to have taken place 
there, as also disputations on religious 
questions.— Our Lord was allowed to read 
and teach in the synagogues, although of 
mean extraction according to the flesh, 
because of His miracles, and His supposed 
character as the professed leader and 
teacher of a religious sect. preach- 

ing the gospel] Eor the exact meaning of 
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and haling all manner of sickness and all manner of dis- 
ease among the people. ^ And his fame went throughout 
all Syria : and they brought unto him all sick people that 
were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those 
Vhich were possessed with devils, and those which were 
^lunatick, and those that had the * palsy; and he healed 
them. And there followed him great multitudes of 
people from Galilee, and from *"Decapolis, and from Jeru- 
Salem, and from Judsoa, and from beyond Jordan. “vYuS 

V. 1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into ^ a 

^ render, the. 


these words, ^ comf)are the declaration in 
the synagogue at Nazareth, Luke iv. 16 — 
30. 24. Syria] Answering to “ all 

the region round about Galilee,^^ Mark i. 
28. On the possessed with devils, see note 
on ch. viii. 28. The lunatick were probably 
epileptics : see an instance in ch. xvii. 14 
and parallels. 25. Decapolis] A 

district principally east of the Jordan, so 
called from ten cities, some of the names 
of which arc uncertain, beyond 

Jordan] Peraea. The country east of the 
Jordan, between the rivers Jabbok and 
Arnon. See Jos. B, J. iii. 3. 3. 

Chapp. V. VI. VIL] The Seemon 
ON THE Mount. In this form peculiar to 
Matthew. Without attempting a 

solution of the many difficulties which 
beset the question of time, place, and 
arrangement of our Lord^s Sermon on the 
Mount, I Aial4 state the principal views of 
these subjects, and make some remarks 
upon them. One of the weightiest ques- 
tions is, as to the identity or otherwise of 
the Sermon with that given in Imke vi. 
20 — 49. There is (I) the view that they 
are identical. This is generally taken by 
ordinary readers of Scripture, from their 
similarity in many points. It is also taken 
by most of the modem German Commen- 
tators, who uniformly reject every attempt 
at harmonizing by supposing the same or 
similar words to have been twice uttered. 
This view is, however, beset by difficulties. 
For {a) the Sermon in Luke is expressly 
said to have been delivered after the 
selection of the Apostles : whereas that in 
the text is as expressly, by continual con- 
secutive notes of time extending to the 
call of Matthew, (before which the 
Apostles cannot have been chosen,) placed 
before that event. And it is wholly 
unlikely that St. Matthew, assuming him 
to be the author of our Gospel, would 
have made a discourse which he must 


have heard immediately after his call as 
an Apostle, take place before that call. — 
Then (b) this discourse was spoken on a 
mountain, — that, after descending from a 
mountain, in the plain. Possibly this 
may be got over, by rendering St. Luke's 
expression “ on a level place." See note 
on Luke : and the citation from Stanley 
below. And again (c), the two discourses 
are, though containing much common 
matter, widely different. Of 107 verses in 
Matt., Luko^^ontains only thirty : his 
four beatitudes are balanced by as many 
woes : and in his text, parts of the sermon 
are introduced by sayings, which ¥io not 
precede them in Matt. (e. g. Luke vi. *89 
ft'., 45 ff.), but which naturally connect 
Math them. (II) St. Luke epitomized 
this discourse, leaving out whatever was 
unsuitable for his Gentile readers, e. g. ch. 
V. 17 — 38. But this is improbable : for 
Luke in several verses is fuller than 
Matthew, and the whole discourse, as 
related by him, is connected and con- 
secutive. (Ill) The two discourses are 
wholly distinct. This view is maintained 
by Greswell, vol. ii. Diss. xi., and prin- 
cipally from the arguments above noticed. 
But it also is not without grave diffi- 
culties, especially if we suppose, as most 
do, that Luke had the Gospel of Matthew 
before him. Tliat two discourses wholly 
distinct should contain so much in common, 
seems unlikely and unnatural. It is hardly 
credible that two great public special oc- 
casions should be selected by the Lord 
near the commencement of His ministry, 
and two discourses delivered to the same 
audience, not identical, which might have 
been very probable, and impressive from 
that very circumstance, — nor consecutive, 
nor explanatory the one of the other, but 
only coinciding in fragments, and not even 
as two different reports at the distance of 
some years might be expected to do. Add 
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Eph.vi. 19. Jobiii.lal. 


to this, that those parts of the discourseB 
in which Luke and Matthew agree, occur 
in both in almost the same order, and that 
the beginning and conclusion of both are 
the same. (IV) St. Matthew gives a 
general cowpendium of the sayings of our 
Lord during this part of Sis ministry^ of 
which St. Luke’s discourse formed a por- 
tion^ or perhaps was another shorter com- 
pendium. But the last stated objection 
applies with still greater force to this 
liypothesis, and renders it indeed quite 
untenable. Besides, it labours under the 
chronological difficulty in all its bearings. 
And to one who has observed throughout 
the close contextual connexion of the 
parts in this discourse, it will be quite 
incredible that they should be a mere 
collection of sayings, set down at hazard. 
See notes throughout. (V) The apparent 
discrepancies are sometimes reconciled by 
remembering, that there is no fixed time 
mentioned in any JEvange List for the special 
ordination of the ApostleSy and that it is 
very doubtful whether thcM were at any 
set moment so ordained ^all together. 
Thus Matthew may have .been a usual 
hearer ^f our Lord, and present with the 
whole of the Apostles, as related in Luke, 
though not yet' formally summoned as 
related in Matt. ix. 9 ff. The introduction 
of the discourse in Luke by the words 
** And it came to pass in those days** 
(which I maintain to l)e, on Luke vi. 12, 
not only possibly , but expressly indefinite, 
and to indicate that the event so intro- 
duced may have happened at any time 
during the current great period of our 
Lord’s ministry, before, during, or after, 
those last narrated,) allows us great 
latitude in assigning Luke’s discourse to 
any precise time. This, however, leaves 
the difficulties (above stated under I) in 
supposing the discourses identical, in force, 
except the chronological one. — With re- 
gard to the many sayings of this sermon 
which occur, dispersed up and down, in 
Luke, see notes in their respective places, 
which will explain my view as to their 
connexion and original times of utter- 
ance, in each several instance. See also 
notes on Luke vi. 20 — 49. 1. the 

mountain] Either some hill near Caper- 
naum well known by this name, and called 
by it in the reff. to Mark and Luke, (tra- 
dition, not earlier probably than the Cru- 
sades, which points out a hill between 
Capernaum and Tiberias as the Mount of 


Beatitudes, near the present Saphet, is in 
such a matter worthless as an authority. 
But the situation seems to modern travel- 
lers [sec Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, ’ p. 
368] “ so strikingly to coincide with the 
intimations of the gospel narrative, as 
almost to force the inference that in this 
instance the eye of those who selected the 
spot was for once rightly guided. It is 
the only height seen in this direction from 
the shores of the lake of Gennfjsareth. The 
plain on which it stands is easily accessible 
from the lake, and from that plain to the 
summit is but a few nfinutes’ walk. The 
platform at the top is evidfj'ntly suitable 
for the collection of a multitude, and cor- 
responds precisely to the ‘level place’ to 
which He would ‘ come down ’ as from one 
of its higher horns to addresc the people. 
Its situation is central both to the pea- 
sants of tlie Galilman hills, and the fisher- 
men of the Galilaian lake, between which 
it stands, and would therefore be a na- 
tural resort both to Jesus and His dis- 
ciples when th(iy retired for solitude 
from the shores of the sea, and also to the 
crowds who assembled ‘ from Galilee, from 
Hccapolis, from Jerusalem, from Judjea, 
and from beyond Jordan.’ None of the 
other mountains in the neighbourhood 
could answer equally well to this descrip- 
tion, inasmuch as they are merged into 
the uniform barrier of hills round the 
lake : whereas this stands «epax ate — ‘ the 
mountain,’ which alone could lay claim 
to a distinct name, with the exception of 
the one height of Tabor, which is too dis- 
tant to answer the requirements,”) or the 
mountain district^ certainly imported by 
the word in ch. xiv. 23. — See a full descrip- 
tion of the locality in Tholuck, Bergpredigt, 
ed. 3, pp. 63 AT. his disciples] in the 
wider sense : including those of the AiX)s- 
tles already called, and all who had, either 
for a long or a short time, attached them- 
selves to him as hearers. See John vi. 66. 

2. opened his mouth] as in reff., a 
solemn introduction to some discourse or 
advice of importance. them] i. e. his 
disciples. The discourse (see vv. 13, 14, 
20, 48 ; ch. vi. 9 ; vii. 6) was spoken 
directly to the disciples, but (see vii. 28, 
29) also generally to the multitudes. It 
is a divine commentary on the words with 
which His own and the Baptist’s preach- 
ing opened : “ Ltepent : for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.** It divides itself 
into various great sections, which see below. 
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saying, ® Blessed are the ® poor in spirit : for their’s is the 0 Prov. 
kingdom of heaven. ^ Blessed are they that ^ mourn : for pL.ixi.2,8. 
they shall be comforted. ^ Blessed are the ^ m«ek : for they 
shall inherit the earth. ® Blessed are they which do hun- 
*ger and thirst after righteousness : for they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful : for ^they shall obtain mercy. rPsA.xii.i. 


3 — 16 .] The Desceiption of the 
Loed's Disciples, theie Blessedness, 
AND Dignity. 3 . the poor in spirit] 
He said not, the poor in possessions, but 
‘in spirit:' i. e. the lowly in purpose and 
in soul." Eufhymius. “ Wliat is ‘ the poor 
in spirit?' the humble and contrite in 
heart." Chrys. — ^The meaning of volun- 
ta/ry poverty as that of the religious 
orders, giveiiby some of the Fathers, and 
by many lloinish interpreters, is out of the 
question. As little can the hare literal 
sense of the words, which Julian scoffed 
at, be undeif tood : viz. those who arc ill- 
furnished in mind, and uneducated. See 
Kcv. iii. 17. The idea (Do Wette) is not 
improbable, that our Lord may have had 
a reference to the poor and subjugated 
Jewish people around him, once members 
of the theocracy, and now expectants of 
the Messiah’s temporal kingdom; and, 
from their condition and hopes, taken 
occasion to preach to them the deeper 
spiritual truth. their’s is the king- 

dom of heaven] See Luke iv. 17 — 21 : 
James ii. 5. The kingdom must here be 
understood in its widest sense : as the 
combination of all rights of Christian 
citizenshi][f i» this world, and eternal 
blessedness in the next, ch. vi. 33. But 
Tholuck well observes, that all the senses 
of “ the kingdom of Ood/’ or “ of heaven, 
or “ of Christ,” arc only different sides of 
the same great idea — the subjection of all 
things to God in Christ. 4 .] The 

spiritual qualification in the former verse 
must be carried on to this, and the mourn- 
ing understood to mean not only that on 
account of sin, but all such as happens to 
a man in the spiritual life. All such 
mourners are blessed: for the Father of 
mercies and God of all consolation being 
their covenant God, His comfort shall 
overbear all their mourning, and taste the 
sweeter for it. In Luke ii. 25, the Mes- 
siah's coming is called “ the consolation of 
Israel.” — This beatitude is by many edi- 
tors placed after ver. 5. But the autho- 
rity is by no means decisive, and I cannot 
see how the logical coherence of the sen- 
tence is improved by it. — In placing these 
two beatitudes first, the Lord follows the 
order in Isa. Ixi. 1, which He proclaimed 


in the synagogue at Nazareth, Luke iv. 18. 

6. the meek] A citation from Ps. 
xxxvii. 11. The usual dividers and al- 
lotters of the earth being mighty and 
proud conquerors, and the Messiah being 
expected as such a conqueror, this an- 
nouncement that the meek should inherit 
the earth, struck at the root of the tem- 
poral expectations of power and wealth 
in the Messiah's kingdom. This meek- 
ness is not mere outward lowliness of de- 
meanour, but that true meekness of Eph. 
iv. 2, whose active side is love, and its 
passive side long-suffering. On the pro- 
mise, compare Isa. Ivii. 13 — 15 ; lx. 21 ; 
1 Cor. iii. 22. That kingdom of God 
which begins in the hearts of the disciples 
of Christ, and is not “of (sprung ’from) 
this ivorld,” shall work onwards till it 
shall become actually a kingdom over this 
earth, and its subjects shall inherit the 
earth: first in its millennial, and finally 
in its renewed and blessed state f3r e^er. 

6.] See Ps. evii. 9; Ixv. 4; xxii. 
26 : Isa. xli. 17. This hunger and thirst 
is the true sign of that new life on which 
those born of the Spirit (John iii. 3, 5) 
have entered ; and it is after righteousness, 
i. e. perfect conformity to the holy will of 
God. This was His meat, John iv. 34. 
They shall be satisfied — in the new heaven 
and new earth, in which dwelleth righte- 
ousness, 2 Pet. iii. 13. Compare the 
remarkable parallel Ps. xvii. 15. This 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, is 
admirably set forth in the three first 
petitions of the Lord's prayer, — ‘ Hallowed 
be Thy name — Thy kingdom come — Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.' 

7. merciful] “We may shew 
mercy, not by alms only, but by words : 
and if we have no other way, by tears. 
For manifold is the form of mercy, and 
wide is this command : They shall obtain 
mercy, here, from men; and there, from 
God," Euthymius, expanding Chrysostom. 
This beatitude comprises every degree of 
sympathy and mutual love and help ; from 
that fulness of it which is shed abroad in 
those who have been forgiven much, and 
therefore love much, — down to those 
first beginnings of the new birth, even 
among those who know not the Lord^ 
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■ Pi.xxir.*, 8 Blessed are the “pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
® Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called ^ the 
children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of 
heayen. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,' 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Eejoice, and be exceeding 
glad : for great is your reward in heaveH : for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets which were before you. Ye 
^ render. SOns. 


which are brought out in ch. xxv. 
37^ — 40, where see notes. 8 . 

pure in heart] See Ps. xxiv. 4, 6. It 
is no Levitical cleanness, nor mere moral 
purity, that is hero meant : but that inner 
purity^ which (Acts xv. 9) is brought about 
by faith, has its fruit (1 Tim. i. 5) in lone ; 
which is opposed to all double minded- 
ness (James i. 8), and all hypocrisy and 
outward colouring; so that the pure in 
heart are those who have their hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience/* There 
is an allusion to the nearer vision of God 
attained by progressive sanctification, of 
which St. Paul speaks, 2 Cor. iii. 18, — 
begun indeed in this life, but not per- 
fected till the next, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

9. -peacemakers] More than * the peace- 
ful* (Vulg.). It is doubtful whether the 
word ever has this meaning. Thus Euthy- 
mius, mostly after Chrysostom : They who 
not only are themselves not men of strife, 
but make peace between others when at 
strife. They shall be called sons of God, 
because they have imitated His only Son ; 
whose office it is to bring together the 
separated and to reconcile those at vari- 
ance. But even thus we do not seem to 
reach the full meaning, which probably is, 
they that work peace ” not confining 
the reference to the reconciliation of per- 
sons at variance : see note on James iii. 
18. shall be called] implies the 

reality, as in ver. 19; shall (not only be, 
but also) be called, i. e. recognized, in the 
highest sense, both generally, and by the 
Highest Himself, as such. Let it ever be 
remembered, according to the order of 
these beatitudes, and the assertion of James 
iii. 17, that the wisdom from above is first 
purey then peaceahlcy implying no compro- 
mise with evil. And it is in the working 
out of this purity that Luke xii. 51 is espe- 
cially true. St. Augustine remarks, that 
martyrs are made not by the mere fact of 
suffering, but by the cause for which they 
suffer. And therefore it is added, *for 
righteousness* sake/ 10. persecuted] 


See 1 Pet. iii. 14; iv. 14, which probably 
refers to this verse. The repetition of the 
promise in ver. 3 is a clQ^e of the string of 
promises as it began. U..] With the 

preceding verse the beatitudes end, in their 
general reference, and in this our Lord ad- 
dresses Sis disciples particularly. The 
actions described in this verse are the ex- 
pansion of persecuted in the^ last. 

12. your reward] A reward, not of debt, 
but of grace, as the parable in ch. xx. 1 ff. 
clearly represents it. ‘An expression,^ as 
He Wette observes, ‘ taken from our earthly 
commerce, and applied to spiritual things \* 
in which however we must remember, that 
the principal reference is to God as the 
giver, and not to us as the deservers : see 
the parable above cited, where the reward 
is not what was earnedy but what was cove- 
nanted. These words, in heaveUy must not 
be taken as having any bearing on the 
question as to the future habitation of the 
glorified saints. Their use ir^, this and 
similar expressions is not Id^aly but spiri- 
tualy indicating the blessed state when the 
kingdom of heaven shall have fully come. 
The local question is to be decided by 
wholly different testimonies of Scripture ; — 
by the general tenor of prophecy, and the 
analogies of the divine dealings : and all of 
these seem to point rather to this earth, 
purified and renewed, than to the heavens 
in any ordinary sense of the term, as the 
eternal habitation of the blessed. 

BO persecuted they] For instance, Jere- 
miah was scourged, Jer. xx. 2 ; Zechariah 
son of Jehoiada w^as stoned, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
21 ; Isaiah, according to Jewish tradition, 
was sawn asunder by Manasseh. — The 
reasoning implied in ‘for* may be thus 
filled up : “ and great wiU be their reward 
in heaven.” 13.] The transition from 
the preceding verses is easy and natural, 
from the persecuted for righteousness* 
sake/* of which vv. 11, 12 were a sort of 
application, and the allusion to the ancient 
Prophets, to **ye are the salt of the 
earth/* — Elisha l^aled the unwholesome 
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are the salt of the earth : but ‘ if the salt have lost his sa- ‘ LlkVxTv*^^ 
vour, wherewith shall it be salted ? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. “Ye are the light of the world. A city "Pwi.u.is. 

• ^ V Y Mark iv. 21. 

that is set on an hill cannot be hid. v Neither do men 


water by means of salt (2 Kings ii. 20), 
and the ordinary use of salt for culinary 
purposes is to prevent putrefaction : so 
(see Gen. xviii. 23 — 33) are the righteous, 
the people of God, in this corrupt world. 

It hardly seems necessary to find 
instances of.the actual occurrence of salt 
losing its savour, for this is merely hypo- 
thetical. Yet it is perhaps worth noticing, 
that Maundrell, in his travels, found salt in 
the Valley oS Salt, near Gehul, which had 
the appearance, but not the taste, having 
lost it by exposure to the elements (see 
the citation below) ; — and that Schottgen 
maintains that a kind of bitumen from the 
Dead Sea was called ‘ salt of Sodom/ and 
was used to sprinkle the sacrifices in the 
temple; which salt was used, when its 
savour was gone, to strew the temple pave- 
ment, that the priests might not slip. This, 
however, is but poorly made out by him. 
Dr. Thomson, ‘ The Land and the Book,’ 
p. 381, mentions a case which came under 
his own observation : where a merchant of 
Sidon had stored up a quantity of salt in 
cottages with earthen floors, in conse- 
(|uence of which the salt was spoiled, and 
Dr. T. saw “ large quantities of it literally 
thrown into the street, to be trodden under 
foot of mqp and beasts.” He adds, “ It is 
a well-known* fact that the salt of this 
country, when in contact with the ground, 
or exposed to rain and sun, does become 
insipid and useless. From the manner in 
which it is gathered, much earth and 
other impurities are necessarily collected 
with it. Not a little of it is so impure 
that it c-annot be used at all : and such 
salt soon effloresces and turns to dust — 
not to fruitful soil, however. It is not only 
good for nothing itself, but it actually de- 
stroys all fertility wherever it is thrown : 
and this is the reason why it is cast into 
the street.” the eai^ means man- 

kind, and all creation : but with a more 
imoard reference, as to the working of the 
salt, than in “ the world” ver. 14, where 
the light is something outwardly shewn, 
shall it be salted] it, i. e. 
the salt. The sense is : * If you become 
untrue to your high calling, and spiritually 
eflete and corrupted, there are no ordinary 
means by which you can be re-converted 
and brought back to your former state, 
inasmuch as you have* no teachers and 
guides over you, but ought yourselves to 


be teachers and* guides to others.’ But 
we must not from this suppose that our 
Lord denies all repentance to those who 
have thus fallen : the scope of His saying 
must be taken into account, which is not 
to crush the fallen, but to quicken the 
sense of duty, and cause His disciples to 
walk worthily of their calling. (See Heb. 
vi. 4 — 6, and note on Mark ix. 49, 50.) 

The salt in the sacrifice is the 
type of God’s covenant of sanctificationy 
whereby this earth shall be again hallowed 
for Him : His people are the inhstrumentsy 
in His hand, of this wholesome salting : all 
His servants in general, but the teachers 
and ministers of His covenant in particular. 
There does not appear to be any allusion 
to ecclesiastical excommunication. 

14. the light of the world] And yet only 
in a lower and derivative sense ; Christ 
Himself being the true light which light- 
eth every many” John i. 9; “the light of 
the world,” viii. 12. His ministers are 
** candles y” John v. 35, and “lights/’ Phil, 
ii. 15, receiving their light, and only bwrn- 
ing/br a time : lights lightedy whereas He 
is the Light lightingy as Augustine. And 
here too, light in this verse = candle in 
ver. 15, where the comparison is resumed. 
So also Eph. V. 8 : — light, as partaking of 
His Light : for every thing lighted (see 
note, ib. ver. 13) is light. . cannot 

be hid] Of course it is possible that 
our Lord may have had some town before 
Him thus situated, but not JBethulia, 
whose very existence is probably fabu- 
lous, being only mentioned in the apocry- 
phal book of Judith. Recent travellers, 
as Dr. Stanley and Thomson (Sinai and 
Palestine, p. 429 : The Land and the Book, 
p. 273), have thought that, notwithstand- 
ing the fact shewn by Robinson, that the 
actual city of Safed was not in existence 
at this time, some ancient portion of it, 
at all events its fortress, which is ‘ as aged 
in appearance as the most celebrated ruins 
in the country ’ (Thomson), may have been 
before the eye of our Lord as He spoke. 
It is * placed high on a bold spur of the 
Galilsean Anti-Lebanon,’ and answers well 
to the description of a city ‘ lying on the 
mountain top.’ * The only other in view 
would be the village and fortress of Tabor, 
distinctly visible from the mount of Beati- 
tudes, though not from the h i lls on the 
lake side. Either or both of these would 
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Kght a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stick ; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
wiPet.ii.i2. 16 Let your Kght so shine before men, that they may ^see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, 
xRom.x.4. Qj. projphets: am not come to destroy, but to fulfil, 

y Luke xvi. 17. 16 For vorily I say unto you, ^ Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 


suggest the illustration, which would he 
more striking from the fact, that this 
situation of cities on the tops of the hills 
is as rare in Galilee, as it is common in 
Judaea.' Stanley, as above. But the 
CnrECH or God, the citi/ on a hill (Isa. 
ii. 2 : Gal. iv. 26 : see also Heb. xii. 22), 
in allusion to their present situation, on 
a mountain, is most probably the leading 
thought. 16. do men light] literally, 
do they light : shewing, in the spiritual re- 
ference of the parable, that these lights of 
the world arc ‘ lighted ' by Him for whose 
use they are. See above. 16. so] 

i. e. like a candle on a candlestick — like 
a city on a hill ; not merely, ‘so ... . 
that,' as our English version seems rather 
to imply. By rendering in like man- 
ner, the ambiguity will be avoided. The 
sense oF this verse is as if it were “ thaty 
se^ng your good works they may ^c/^ 
.... the latter verb, and not the former, 
carrying the purpose of the action. Thus 
the praise and glory of a well -lighted and 
brilliant feast would be given, not to the 
lights, but to the master of the house; 
and of a stately city on a hill, not to the 
buildings, but* to those who built them. 

The whole of this division of our 
Lord's sermon is addressed to all His fol- 
lowerSy not exclusively to the ministers of 
his word. All servants of Christ are the 
salt of the earth, the light of the world 
(Phil. ii. 15). And all that is here said ap- 
plies to us all. But k fortiori does it ai)ply 
in its highest sense, to those who are, among 
Christians, selected to teach and be exam- 
ples; who are as it were the towers and 
pinnacles of the city, not only not hid, but 
seen far and wide above the rest. 

17—48.] The second paet oe the ser- 
mon, in which our Lord sets forth His 
relation, as a lawgiver, to the law of 
Moses, especially as currently interpreted 
according to the letter only. 17. 

I am come] more properly, I came. Ob- 
serve how our Lord, through the whole 
sermon, sets forth Himself, in his proceed- 
ing forth from God, as truly “ He that was 
to come:’ the law, or the pro- 

phets] It is a question whether our Lord 
includes the prophecies, properly so called, 


in His meaning here. * I think not : for no 
person professing himself to be the Messiah 
would be thought to contradict the pro- 
phecies, but to fulfil them. Neither, it 
appears, does He here allude to the sacri- 
ficial and typical parts 'of the law, but to 
the moral parts of both the* law and the 
prophets; which indeed he proceeds to 
cite and particularize. If however we 
prefer to include both ceremonial and 
moral in this assertion, we jnay under- 
stand it in its more general sense, as ap- 
plying, beyond the instances here given, 
to His typical fulfilment of the law, which 
could not as yet be unfolded, 
to fulfil] This verb implies more than the 
mere fulfilling : it has the sense of filling 
out or expanding : i. e. here, giving a 
deeper and holier sense to — fulfilling in 
the spirit, which is nobler than the letter. 
Theophylact compares the ancient law to a 
sketch, which the painter docs not wipe 
out, but fills in. The gnostic Marcion cha- 
racteristically enough maintained that the 
Judaizing Christians had altered this verse, 
and that it originally stood, — thir>k ye that I 
came to fulfil, &c. ? I came to destroy, not 
to fulfil. 18. verily] literally. Amen : 
equivalent to ^Hruly” in St. Luke, ix. 27; 
xii. 44; xxi. 3. jot (Iota) is the Hebrew 
Jod, the smallest letter in the alphabet ; tit- 
tles, literally horns, horn-like projections, 
are the little turns of the strokes by which 
one Hebrew letter differs from another simi- 
larto it. The Rabbinical writings have many 
sayings similar in sentiment to this, but 
spoken of the literal written law. It 
is important to observe in these days how 
the Lord here includes the O. T. and all 
its unfolding of the divine purposes re- 
garding Himself, in His teaching of the 
citizens of the kingdom of heaven. I 
say this, because it is always in contempt 
and setting aside of the O. T. that ra- 
tionalism has begun. First, its historical 
truth — then its theocratic dispensation and 
the types and prophecies connected with 
it, are swept away ; so that Christ came to 
fulfil nothing, and becomes only a teacher 
or a martyr: and thus the way is paved 
for a similar rej^tion of the N. T. ; — 
beginning with the narratives of the birth 
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all bef fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven : but whosoever 
, shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you. That except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the king- 


and infancy, as theocratic myths — ad- 
vancing to the denial of His miracles — 
then attacking the truthfulness of His own 
sayings which are grounded on the O. T. 
as a revelation from God— and so finally 
leaving us nothing in the Scriptures but, 
as a German wrilter of this school has ex- 
pressed it, •h mythology not so attractive 
as that of Greece/ That this is the course 
which unbelief has mn in Germany, should 
be a pregnant warning to the decriers of 
the 0. T. ainong ourselves. It should be a 
maxim for every expositor and every stu- 
dent, that Scripture is a lohole^ and stands 
or falls together. ITiat this is now begin- 
ning to be deeply felt in Germany, we have 
cheering testimonies in the later editions 
of their best Commentators, and in the 
valuable work of Stier on the discourses of 
our Lord. [Since however these words 
were first written, we have had lamentable 
proof in England, that their warnings 
were not unneeded. The course of unbe- 
lief which has issued in the publication of 
the volume entitled Essays and Iteviews,” 
has been in character and progress, exactly 
that abo^e ^lescribcd : and owing to the 
injudicious treatment which has multiplied 
tenfold the circulation of that otherwise 
contemptible work, its fallacies are now 
in the hands and mouths of thousands, 
who, from the low standard of intelligent 
Scriptural knowledge among us, will never 
have the means of answering them. 1862. 
To this it may now be added, that even a 
Bishop of the Church of England has come 
before the world as a chamjnon of that un- 
belief, in its first phase as described above. 
We may hope that his work, judging from 
the blunders already detected in the ren- 
derings of Hebrew words on which his ar- 
guments are founded, will soon be added 
to tlie catalogue of attacks by which the 
enemies of our holy faith have damaged 
nothing save their own reputation and 
influence. 1863.] 19.] There is 

little difficulty in this verse, if we con- 
sider it in connexion with the verse pre- 
ceding, to which it is bound by the 
therefore and the these, and with the fol- 
lowing, to which the for (ver. 20) unites it. 
Bearing this in miim, we see (1) that 
break, on account of what follows in ver. 


20 and after, must be taken in the higher 
sense, as referring to the spirit and not 
the letter: whosoever shall break (liave 
broken), in the sense presently to be laid 
down. (2) That these least command- 
ments refers to one jot or tittle above, 
and means one of these minute commands 
which seem as insignificant, in comparison 
with the greater, as the jot and tittle in 
comparison with great portions of writing. 

(3) That shall be called least does not 
mean * shall he excluded from/ inasmuch 
as the question is not of keeping or not 
keeping the commandments of God in a 
legal sense, but of appreciating, and caus- 
ing others to appreciate, the import and 
weight of even the most insignificant parts 
of God*8 revelation of Himself to man ; and 
rather t})erefore applies to teachers than 
to Christians in general, though to them 
also through the break** an(j do/* 

(4) That no deduction can he drawn from 
these words, binding the Jeunsh law, or 
any part of it, as such, upon Christians. 
That this is so, is plainly shewn by what 
follows, where our Lord proceeds to pour 
upon the letter of the law the fuller light 
of the spirit of the Gospel: thus lifting 
and expanding (not destroying) every jot 
and tittle of that precursory dispensation 
into its full meaning in the life and prac- 
tice of the Christian; who, by the in- 
dwelling of the divine Teacher, God’s Holy 
Spirit, is led into all truth and purity, 

(5) That these words of our Lord are 

decisive against such perso7is, whether 
ancient or modern, as would set aside the 
Old Testament as without significance, or 
inconsistent with the New. See the pre- 
ceding note, and the Book of Common 
Prayer, Article vii. On shall be 

called, see note on ver. 9. 20.] An 

expansion of the idea contained in lulfll, 
ver. 17, and of the difierence between 
break, which the Scribes and Pharisees 
did by enforcing the letter to the neglect 
of the spirit — and do and teach, in which 
particulars Christians were to exceed the 
Pharisees, the punctilious observers, and 
the Scribes, the traditional expounders of 
the law. righteousness, purity of 

heart and life, as set forth by example in 
the doing, and by precept in the teaching. 
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dom of heaven, Ye have heard that it was said by^them 
' DMt.Tfi}?' of old time, * Thou shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill 
shaR be in danger of the judgment : 22 j gay unto you, 


The whole of the rest of our Lord’s sermon 
is a comment on, and illustration of, the 
assertion in tliis verse. scribes] Per- 
sons devoted to the work. of reading and 
expounding the law, whose office seems 
first to have become frequent after the 
return from Babylon. They generally ap- 
pear in the N. T. in connexion with the 
Pharisees : but it appears from Acts xxiii. 9, 
that there were Scribes attached to the 
other sects also. In Matt. xxi. 15, they 
appear with the chief priests ; but it is in 
the temple y where (see also Luke xx. 1) 
they acted as a sort of police. In the de- 
scription of the assembling of the great 
Sanhedrim (Matt. xxvi. 3 : Mark xiv. 53; 
XV. 1) we find it composed of chief priestsy 
elderSy and Scribes : and in Luke xxii. 66, 
of chief priests and Scribes. The Scribes 
uniformly opposed themselves to our Lord ; 
watching Him to find matter of accusa- 
tion, Luke vi. 7; xi, 53, 54; perverting 
His sayings. Matt. ix. 3, and His actions, 
Luke V. 30 ; xv. 2 ; seeking to entangle 
Him by questions, Matt. xxii. 35 (see note 
there) ; Luke x. 25 ; xx. 21 ; and to em- 
barrass Him, Matt. xii. 38. Their autho- 
rity, as Expounders of the law is recognized 
by our Lord Himself, Matt, xxiii. 1, 2; 
their adherence to the oral traditionary 
exposition proved, Matt. xv. 1 fi’. ; the re- 
spect in which they were held by the people 
shewn, Luke xx. 46; their existence in- 
dicated not only in Jerusalem, but also in 
Galilee, Luke v. 17, — and in Rome, Jo- 
sephus, Antt. xviii. 3. 5. They kept schools 
and auditories for teaching the youth, 
Luke ii. 46 ; Acts v. 34, compared with 
xxii. 3 ; arc called by Josephus expounders 
of our patriarchal lawsy Antt. xvii. 6. 2 ; 
sophistsy B. J. i. 33. 2. The literal ren- 
dering is shall abound more than the 
Scribes and Pharisees,” i. e. more than 
that of the S. and P. Notice, that not 
only the hypocrites among the Scribes 
ana Pharisees are here meant; but the 
declaration is, *‘Your righteousness must 
be of a higher order than any yet attained, 
or conceived, by Scribe or Pharisee.” 
ye shall in no case enter, &c.] A very 
usual formula (see ch. vii. 21 ; xviii. 3 ; 
xix. 17, 23, 24 ; John iii. 5 al.) ; implying 
exclusion &om the blessings of the Chris- 
tian state, and from the inheritance of 
eternal life. 21—48.] Six examples 
of the true FULFILMENT of the law by 
Jesus. — Fiest example. The law of 
murder. 21. Ye have heard] viz. by 
the reading of the law in the synagogues. 


and the expositions of the Scribes, 
by them of old time] In this case, Moses 
and his traditional expounders are classed 
together ; but the words may also be ren- 
dered, * to the ancients,' — which last inter- 
pretation seems to me ‘to be certainly the 
right one. Meyer has well observed that 
'‘it was said to them of old time” corre- 
sponds to “but I say to you,” and the 
“I” to the understood subject of “was 
said.” He has not, however, apprehended 
the deeper truth which underlies the omis- 
sion of the subject of was^saidy that it was 
the same person who said bothj It will 
be noticed that our Lord does not here 
speak against the abuse of the* law by 
tradition, but that every instance here 
given is either from the law itself or such 
traditional teaching as was in accordance 
with it (e. g. the latter part of this verse is 
only a formal expansion of the former). 
The contrasts here are not between the 
law misunderstood and the law rightly un~ 
derstoody but between the law and its 
ancient expositiony which in their letter, 
and as given, were empty y — and the same 
as spiritualized y fulfilled y by Christ : not be- 
tween two lawgivers y Moses and Christ, but 
between they of old time and you ; between 
(the idea is Chrysostom’s) the children by the 
same husband, of the bondwoman and of the 
freewoman. The above remarks comprise 
a brief answer to the important ^)yit some- 
what misapprehended question, whether 
our Lord impugned the Mosaic law itself, 
or only its inadequate interpretation by 
the Jewish teachers ? There is no incon- 
sistency in the above view with the as- 
sertion in ver. 19 : the just and holy and 
true law was necessarily restricted in 
meaning and degraded in position, until 
He came, whose office it was to fulfil and 
glorify it. the judgment] viz. the 

courts in every city, ordered Deut. xvi. 18, 
and explained by Josephus Antt. iv. 8. 14 
to consist of seven men, and to have the 
power of life and death. But “ the judg- 
ment^' in the next verse (see note) is the 
court of judgment in the Messiah’s king- 
dom. 22.] Tlie sense is : ' There 

were among the Jews three well-known 
degrees of guilt, coming respectively under 
the cognizance of the local and the supreme 
courts ; and after these is set the Gehenna 
of fire, the end of the malefactor, whose 
corpse, thrown out into the valley of Hin- 
nom, was devoured by the worm or the 
fiame. Similarly, in the spiritual king- 
dom of Christ, shall the sins even of 
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That ^ whosoever is angry with his brother [^without a 
cause] shall be in danger of the judgment : and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, ‘^Raca, shall be in danger of 
the council : but whosoever shall say, ^ Thou fool, shall be in “““•'^•20- 
danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring ^ thy gift to cch. Yiii. 4 . 
the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee ; 24 leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 


then come and ofier thy gift. 

•7 omitted hy some of the oldest MSS. 
the ancient authorities are much divided. 

thought and word he brought into judg- 
ment and punish^, each according to its 
degree of guftt, but even the least of them 
before no less a tribunal than the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ.’ The most important 
thing to keep in mind is, that there is no 
distinction hind between these punish- 
ments, only of degree. In the thing com- 
pared, the ^fudgmenV^ inflicted death by 
the sword, the counciV* death by stoning, 
and the disgrace of the Gehenna of fire** 
followed as an intensification of the horrors 
of death ; but the punishment is one and 
the same — death. So also in the subject 
of the similitude, all the punishments are 
spiritual ; all result in eternal death ; but 
with various degrees (the nature of which 
is as yet hidden from us), as the degrees of 
guilt have been. So that the distinction 
drawn by the Romanists between venial 
and mortal sins, finds not only no coun- 
tenance, bhtfdirect confutation from this 
passage. The words here mentioned must 
not be superstitiously supposed to have any 
damning power in themselves (see below), 
but to represent states of anger and hos- 
tility, for which an awful account hereafter 
must be given. Raca] i. e. empty ; a 

term denoting contempt, and answering to 
‘‘ 0 vain man,** James ii. 20. Moreh] 
Two interpretations have been given of this 
word. Either it is (1), as usually under- 
stood, a Greek word, ^ Thou fool* and used 
by our Lord Himself of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ch. xxiii. 17, 19, — and ** fools** 
(literally senseless**) of the disciples, Luke 
xxiv. 25 ; or (2) a Hebrew word, signifying 
* rebel,* and the very word for uttering which 
Moses and Aaron were debarred from en- 
tering the land of promise: . . . ‘Hear 
now, ye rebels,’ Num. xx, 10. In pre- 
sence of this doubt, it is best to leave 
the word untranslated, as was done 
with Baca before. hell hr©] more 

properly, the Gehenna of fire. To the 
S.E. of Jerusalem was ^ deep and fertile 
valley, called ‘ the vale of Hinnom,* and 


26 -with thine ad- dLukexu.ss, 

Jerome pronounces the words spurious ; but 
^ render, Moreh. 

rendered “ Gehenna,” Josh, xviii. 16 LXX. 
In this valley (also called Tophet, Isa. xxx. 
33 : Jer. vii. 31) did the idolatrous Jews 
burn their children to Moloch, and Josiah 
(2 Kings xxiii. 10) therefore polluted it ; 
and thenceforward it was the place for the 
casting out and burning all oflal, and the 
corpses of criminals ; and therefore its 
name, “ the Gehenna of fire,** was used to 
signify the place of everlasting punishment. 

23 f. Therefore] An inference from 
the guilt and danger of all bitterness and 
hostility of mind towards another, declared 
in the preceding verse. thy gift, is any 
kind of gift — sacrificial or eucharistic. 
hath ought against thee is remarkable, as 
being purposely substituted for the Con- 
verse. It is not what complaints we have 
against others that we are to consider at 
such a time, but what they have against 
us; not what ground we have given for 
complaint, but what complaints they, as 
matter of fact, make against us. See the 
other side dealt with, Mark xi. 25. 

24.] be reconciled : i. e. become reconciled 
— Myself without being influenced by the 
status of the other towards thee. Remove 
the ofience, and make friendly overtures 
to thy brother, first belongs to “ go thy 
way,** not to “ he reconciled :** “ first go 
thy way” is opposed to “ then come,” the 
departure to the return, not “be recon- 
ciled” to “offer.” No conclusion what- 
ever can be drawn from this verse as to the 
admissibility of the term altar as apj)lied 
to the Lord’s Table under the Christian 
system. The whole language is Jewish, 
and can only be understood of Jewish rites. 
The command, of course, applies in f^l 
force as to reconciliation before the Chris- 
tian offering of praise and thanksgiving^ in 
the Holy Communion j but further nothing 
can be inferred. 26.] The whole of 
this verse is the earthly example of a spi- 
ritual duty wliich is understood, and runs 
parallel with it. The sense may be given : 
‘As in worldly affairs, it is prudent to 
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'^^rsary quickly, ® whiles thou art in the way with him; 
lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, 
and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast 
into prison. ^6 Yerily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no 
means come out thence till thou hast paid the uttermost 
farthing. 27 Ye have heard that it was said [* bp them of 
fExo».«.i4. old time\ *^Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 I say 

Dbut.v. 18. mi 1 1 1 • i 1 . 

^^^0 you, ® That whosoever looketn on a woman to lust 
!h after her hath y committed adultenj ivith her already in his 
Markix.i^ 29 h If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out. 


make up a matter with an adversary be- 
fore judgment is passed, which may deliver 
a man to a hard and rigorous imprisonment, 
so reconciliation with an offended brother 
in this life is absolutely necessary before 
his wrong cry against us to the Great 
Judge, and we be cast into eternal con- 
demnation/ — The adversary, in itB abstract 
personification^ is the offended law of Qody 
which will cry against us in that day for 
all wrongs done to others ; but in its con- 
crete representation it is the offended hro- 
thery who is to us that law, as long as he 
has its claim upon us. The way, in the 
interpretation, is the way in which all men 
walk, ^the ^*way of all the earth^* of 
1 Kings ii. 2, the “ way whence 1 shall not 
return^’ of Job xvi. 22. In the civil pro- 
cess, it represents the attempt at arbitra- 
tion or private arrangement before coming 
into court. 26.] These words, as in 

the earthly example they imply future 
liberation, because an earthly debt can be 
paid in most cases, so in the spiritual coun- 
terpart they amount to a negation of it, 
because the debt can never bo discharged. 
We have until he should pay what was 
due,^^ in ch. xviii. 30, where the payment 
was clearly impossible. The minister is the 
officer of the court who saw the sentences 
executed. If we are called on to assign a 
meaning to it in the interpretation, it must 
represent the chief of those who in ch. 
xviii. 34, are hinted at by “ the tormentors 
viz. the great enemy, the minister of the 
divine wrath. farthing, the fourth 

part of an as, 

27 — 30.] Second example. The law 
of adultery. 28. whosoever looketh . .] 
The precise meaning should in this verse be 
kept in mind, as the neglect of it may lead 
into error. Our Lord is speaking of the 
sin of adultery y and therefore, however the 
saying may undoubtedly apply by implica- 
tion to cases where this sin is out of the 
question — e. g. to the impure beholding of 


y rendery adulterously used her. 

an Mwmarried woman \ytith a view to for- 
nication (it being borne in ij^^ind that spi- 
ritually, and before God, all fornication is 
adultery, inasmuch as the unmarried per- 
son is bound in loyalty and chastity to 
Sim : see Stier below) — yet the direct 
assertion in this verse must be understood 
as applying to the cases where this sin is 
in question. And, again, the looketh on . . . 
to lust after, must not be interpreted of 
the casual evil thought which is checked by 
holy wat(difulncss, but the gazing icith a 
view to feed that desire. And again, 
hath adiilterously used her already in 
his heart, whatever it may undoubtedly 
imply respecting the guilt incurred in 
God^s sight, does not directly state any 
thing ; but plainly understood, affirms that 
the man who can do this — viz. ^ gaze with 
a view to feed unlawful desire* — has already 
in his heart passed the barrier of criminal 
intention; made up his mind, stifled his 
conscience ; in thought, committed the 
deed. But perhaps there is justice in 
Stier’s remark, that our Lord speaks here 
after the O. T. usage, in which, both in the 
seventh commandment and elsewhere, adul- 
tery also includes fornication; for mar- 
riage is the becoming one flesh, — and there- 
fore every such union, except that after the 
manner and in the state appointed by God, 
is a violation and contempt of that holy or- 
dinance. The rendering of the A. V., ‘‘ hath 
committed adultery with her,” is objection- 
able, as making her a party to the sin, which 
the original does not. 29.] Chrysos- 

tom observes, that these commands relate 
not to the limbs themselves, which are not 
in fault, but to the evil desire, which is. An 
admonition, arising out of the truth an- 
nounced in the last verse, to withstand the 
first springs and occasions of evil desire, 
even by the sacrifice of what is most useful 
and dear to us. We may observe here, 
that our Lord grounds His precept of the 
most rigid and decisive self-denial on the 
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and ca!6t it from thee : for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell. {{ right hand 

pfiend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee : for it is pro- 
fitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.. 

31 It hath been said, ^Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
let him give her a writing of divorcement : 32 hut I say unto 
you, ^ That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for k £h. zix. 0. 
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery : 
and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery. . 


33 Agaiif, ye have heard that it 

considerations of the truest self-interest , — 

it is profitable for thee. See ch. xviii. 
8, 9, and notfis. 

31, 82.] Thibd example. The law of 
divorce. See note on ch. xix. 7 — 9. Light- 
foot gives a form of the " writing of divorce- 
ment^ which was a divorcement a mensd 
et thoro, and placed the woman abso- 
lutely in her own power, to marry whom 
she pleased. In Dcut. xxiv. 1, the allow- 
able reason of divorce is ‘some unclean- 
ness.' This the disciples of Shammai in- 
terpreted only of adultery ; those of Hillel 
of any thing which amounted to unclean- 
ness in the eyes of the husband. 

82.] fomioation must be taken to mean 
sin, not only before marriage, but after it 
also, in a wi^er sense, as including adultery 
likewise. In xiie similar places, Mark x. 
11 ; Luke xvi. 18, this exception does not 
occur; see however our ch. xix. 9. The 
figurative senses of fornication cannot be 
admissible here, as the law is one having 
reference to a definite point in actual life ; 
and this, its aim and end, restricts the 
meaning to that kind of fornication im- 
mediately applicable to the case. Other- 
wise this one strictly guarded exception 
would give indefinite and universal lati- 
tude. oanseth her to commit adul- 
tery] viz. by her second marriage, thus 
put within her power. and whoao- 

ever] How far the ma/rriage of the inno- 
cent 'party after separation (on account of 
fornication) is forbidden by this or the 
similar passage ch. xix. 9, is a weighty 
and difficult question. By the Homan 
Church such marriage is strictly forbidden, 
and the authority of Augustine much 
cited, who strongly upholds this view, but 
not without misgivings later in life. On 
the other hand, the J^otestant and Greek 
Churches allow such Viarriage. Cer- 
VOL. I. 


hath been said by them 

tainly it would appear, from the literal 
meaning of our Lord's words, that it 
should not be allowed: for if by such 
divorce the marriage be altogether dis- 
solved, how can the woman be said to 
commit adultery by a second marriage? 
or how will St. Paul's precept (1 Cor. vii. 
11) find place ? for stating this as St. Paul 
does, prefaced by the words ** not I, but 
the Lord,** it must be understood, and has 
been taken, as referring to this very verse, 
or rather (see note there) to ch. xiji^ 6 ff., 
and consequently can only suppose fornica- 
tion as the cause. Besides which, the 
tenor of our Lord's teaching in other 
places (see above) seems to set before us 
the state of marriage as absolutely indis- 
soluble fw such, however he may sanction 
the expulsion a mensd et thoro of an un- 
faithful wife. Those who defend the other 
view suppose divorced to mean, unlaw- 
fully divorced, not for fornication: and 
certainly this is not improbable. We may 
well leave a matter in doubt, of which 
Augustine could say, that it was so 
obscure, that error on either side is venial. 

38—37.] Fotjeth example. The law 
of oaths. 83, 84.1 The exact mean- 

ing of these verses is to be ascertained by 
two considerations. (1) That the Jews 
held all those oaths not to be binding, in 
which the sacred name of Ood did not 
directly occur : — see Philo and Lightfoot 
cited in my Gr. Test. A stress is to be 
laid on this technical distinction in the 
quotation made by our Lord; and we 
must understand as belonging to the 
quotation, ‘ but whatever thou shalt swear 
not to the Lord may be transgressed.' 
(2) Then our Lord passes so far beyond 
this rule, that He lays down (including in 
it the understanding that all oaths must be 
kept if made, for that they are fdl ulti- 
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Thou slialt not forswear thyself, hut ’“shalt 
m beut. xxilL perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but I say unto 
n James V. 12. you, " Swoar not at all; neither by heaven; for it is 
oisA.ixvi.i. oQod’s throne : nor by the earth ; for it is his ° footstool * 
tPsA.xivm.2. neither by Jerusalem ; for it is the ^ city of the great King. 

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black. ^ •‘^7 But let your 
communication be, Yea, yea ; Nay, nay : for whatsoever is 
uExoD.xii.24. more than these cometh of evil. 


38 Ye have heard that 

xlx. 21. 

mately referable to swearing by God) the 
rule of the Christian community, which is 
not to swea/r at all ; for that every such 
means of strengthening a man’s simple 
affirmation arises out of the evil in human 
nature, is rendered requisite by the dis- 
trust that sin has induced, and is, there- 
fore, out of the question among the just 
and true and pure of heart. See James v. 
12, and note there, as explanatory why, in 
both cases, swearing by the name of God 
is not specified as forbidden. In the 
words, * Swear not at all,’ our Lord does not 
80 much make a positive enactment by 
which all swearing is to individuals for- 
bidd^, e. g. on solemn occasions, and for 
t!?e satisfaction of others, (for that w^ould 
be a mere technical Pharisaism, wholly at 
variance with the spirit of the Gospel, and 
inconsistent with the example of Ood 
himself, Heb. vi. 13 — 17 ,* vii. 21 j of the 
Lord when on earth, whose “ verily verily 
1 say unto you^* was a solemn assevera- 
tion, and who at once respected the solemn 
adjuration of Caiaphas, ch. xxvi. 63, 64; 
of Ris Apostles, writing under the guid- 
ance of His Spirit, see Gal. i. 20 : 2 Cor. 
i, 23 : Rom. i. 9 : Phil. i. 8, and especially 
1 Cor. XV. 31 ; of Ris holy angels, Rev. x. 
6,) as declare to us, that the proper state 
of Christians is, to require no oaths ; that 
when evil is expelled from among them, 
every yea and nay will be as decisive as an 
oath, every promise as binding as a vow. 
We observe {a) that these verses imply 
the unfitness of vows of every kind as rules 
of Christian action ; (ft) that the greatest 
regard ought to be had to the scruples of 
those, not only sects, but individuals, who 
object to taking an oath, and every facility 
given in a Christian state for their ulti- 
ifiate entire abolition. 84, 85.] Com- 
pare ch. xxiii. 16 — 22. Dean Trench 

observes (Serm. on Mount, p. 55), ‘ Men 
had learned to think that, if only God’s 
name were avoided, there was no irreve- 
rence in the frequent oaths by heaven, by 


it bath been said, “ An eye for an 

the earth, by Jerusalem, by their own 
heads, and these brought in on the 
slightest need, or on no neftl at all; just 
as now-a-days the same lingering half- 
respect for the Holy Name will often 
cause men, who would not be wholly pro- 
fane, to substitute for that •name sounds 
that nearly resemble, but are not exactly 
it, or the name, it may be, of some hea- 
then deity.’ 36.] Thou hast no control 
over the appearance of grey hairs on thy 
head — thy head is not thine own ; — thou 
Bwearest then by a creature of God, whose 
destinies and changes are in God’s hand ; 
so that every oath is an appeal to God, 
And, indeed, men generally regard it as 
such now, even unconsciously. 

Yea, yea; Nay, nay] The similar place, 
James V. 12, admirably illustrates this — *Het 
your yea he yea, and your nay nay — let 
these only be used, and they in simplicity 
and unreservedness. fometh of evil] 

The gender of evil is ambiguous, as it 
may be also in the Lord’s prayer, ch. vi. 
13: but see note there. It is quite im- 
material to the sense, in which gender we 
understand it ; for the evil of man’s cor- 
rupt nature is in Scripture spoken of as 
the worlc of ^Hhe evil One,’^ and is itself 

that which is evil.** See John viii. 44 : 
1 John iii. 8. 

38—41.] Fifth example. The law 
of retaliation. 38.] That is, such 

was the public enactment of the Mosaic 
law, and, as such, it implied a private 
spirit of retaliation which should seek 
such redress; for the example evidently 
refers to private as well as public retri- 
bution. Here again our Lord appears 
to speak of the true state and perfection 
of a Christian community, — not to forbid, 
in those mixed and but half-Christian 
states, which have ever divided so-called 
Christendom among them, the infliction 
of judicial penalties for crime. In fact 
Scripture speal^, Rom. xiii. 4, of the 
minister of such infliction as the minister 
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eye, an^ a tooth for a tooth: ^9 tut I say unto you, ^That "^JerpVov.^. 
ye resist not evil : but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 
right cheek, ^ turn to him the other also. ^ And if any w isa. i. o. 
man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let 
him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel 
thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to* him that 
asketh thee, and ^frorn him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away. 


of God. But as before, our Lord shews 
us the condition to which a Christian com- 
munity should tend^ and to further which 
every private Christian’s own endeavours 
should be directed. , It is quite beside the 
purpose for tl^ world to say, that these 
precepts of our Lord are too highly 
pitched for humanity, and so to find an ex- 
cuse for violating them. If we were dis- 
ciples of His in the true sense, these pre- 
cepts would, iiT their spirit, as indicative of 
frames of mind, be strictly observed ; and, 
as far as we are His disciples, we shall 
attain to such their observance. 

Here again, our Lord does not contradict 
the Mosaic law, but expands and fulfils it, 
declaring to us that the necessity for it 
would be altogether removed in the com- 
plete state of that kingdom which He 
came to establish. Against the notion 
that an eye for an eye &c. sanctioned 
all kinds of private revenge, Augustine 
remarks that the ancient precept was 
rather intended to allay, than to stimulate 
anger; as a^limit to vindictiveness, not 
a licence. • 39.] Here again, wo 

have our divine Lawgiver legislating, not 
in the bondage of the letter, so as to stul- 
tify His disciples, and in many circum- 
stances to turn the salt of the earth into 
a means of corrupting it, — but in the 
freedom of the spirit, laying down those 
great principles which ought to regulate 
the inner purposes and consequent actions 
of His followers. Taken slavishly and 
literally, neither did our Lord Himself 
conform to this precept (John xviii. 22, 
23), nor His Apostles (Acts xxiii. 3). But 
truly, and in the spirit, our blessed Re- 
deemer obeyed it ; ‘ He gave his back to 
the smiters, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair, and hid not his face 
from shame and spitting ’ (Isa. 1. 6) : and 
his Apostles also, see 1 Cor. iv. 9 — 13. 

evil] i. e. here, the evil man; 
'him who injures thee.' Or, perhaps, in 
the indefinite sense, as before, evil, gene- 
rally, 'when thus directed against thee.' 
Only, the other possible meaning there, 

' the evil One,' is precluded here. “ Resist 
the devil," James iv. 7 ; but not this pas'- 


ticular form of his working (viz. malice 
directed against thyselH so as to revenge 
it on another. 40, 41.] See note on 

ver. 39. This is of legal contention only, 
and is thus distinguished from the violence 
in ver. 39. take away, i. e. in pledge 
for a debt : see Exod. xxii. 6. coat, the 
inner and less costly garment ; cloke, the 
outer and more valuable, used also by the 
poor as a coverlet by night (Exod. as 
above). In Luke vi. 29 the order is in- 
verted, and appears to be that in which 
the two garments would be taken from the 
body, that verse referring to abstraction 
by violence. See the apostoHc comment 
on this precept, 1 Cor. vi. 7. compel] 
The original word is one derived from the 
Persian name of the post -couriers who carried 
the government despatches : and is tl^^nce 
used of any compulsory pressing" to go on 
service. ‘ The Jews particularly objected to 
the duty of furnishing posts for the Roman 
government; and Demetrius, wishing to 
conciliate the Jews, promise^ among other 
things, that their beasts of burden should 
not be pressed for service. Hence our Sa- 
viour represents this as a burden.' J osephus. 
The billeting of the Roman soldiers and 
their horses on the Jews was one kind of 
this compulsion. 42.] The proper 

understanding of the command in this verse 
may be arrived at from considering the 
way in which the Lord Himself, who de- 
clares, ‘If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I wHl do it' (John xiv. 14), per- 
forms this promise to us. It would ob- 
viously be, not a promise of love, but a 
sentence of condemnation to us, under- 
stood in its bare literal sense; but our 
gracious Saviour, knowing what is good 
for us, so answers our prayers, that we 
never are sent empty away; not always, 
indeed, receiving what we ask, — but that 
which, in the very disappointment, we 
are constrained thankfully to confess is 
better than our wish. So, in his humble 
sphere, should the Christian giver act. To 
give every thing to every one — the sword 
to the madman, the alms to the impostor, 
the criminal request to the temptress — 
would be to act as the enemy of others 
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yDwt.xxiii. 43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, yThou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and yhate thine enemy. ^But I 
*Love your enemies, \^hless them that 
^ ^hem that hate yow,] and ®pray fo*.’ 

them which despitefully use you^ andT^ persecute you; 
^ that ye* may be ^ the children of your Father which is in 
b Job XXV. 8. heaven: for he maketh his ^ sun to rise. on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what 
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
^7 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others ? do not even the ^publicans so ? 
° Leviriiiis: ® Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 

Xll. 2. 

* omit. render y SOUS. 

^ Ttie oldest and lest authorities hare Gentiles the Samt. 

and ourselves. Ours should be a higher unthankful and evil, — the more firmly 
and deeper charity, flowing from those shall we assure, and the more nobly illus- 
inner springs of love, which are the sources trate, our place as sons in His family, as 
of outward actions sometimes widely di- having entered into the Kingdom of 
vergent j whence may arise both the timely heaven. for] i. e. because, ‘ in that 
concession, and the timely refusal. gives the particular in which the con- 

borrow] without usury y which was for- formity implied by ^^sons** consists. 
liid(%n by the law, Exod. xxii. 25 : Lcvit. There is a sentiment of Seneca remarkably 
XXV. 37 : Dcut. xxiii. 19, 20. parallel : “ If thou wouldest imitate the 

43 — 48.] Sixth example. The law gods, confer benefits even on the ungrate- 
of love and hatred. 43.] The Jews Ihl: for the sun rises on the wicked as 

called all Gentiles indiscriminately ^ ene^ well as on others, and the seas are open for 
mies! In the Pharisaic interpretation pirates' use.” 46. publicans] This 

therefore of the maxim (the latter part of race of men, so frequently Itientioned as 
which, although a gloss of the Rabbis, is the objects of hatred and contempt among 
a true representation of the spirit of the the Jews, and coupled with sinners, were 
law, which was enacted for the Jews as not properly the fuhlicanSy who were 
a theocratic people), it would include the wealthy Romans, of the rank of knights, 
** hatred for manlcindf with which the farming the revenues of the provinces; 
Jews were so often charged. Rut our but their underlings, heathens or renegade 
Lord's * fulfilment ' of neighbourly love Jews, who usually exacted with reckless- 
extends it to all mankind — not only foreign ness and cruelty. “ The Talmud classes 
nations, but even those who are actively them with thieves and assassins, and re- 
employed in cursing, reviling, and perse- gards their repentance as impossible.” 
cuting us ; and the hating of enemies is, Wordsw. In interpreting these verses we 
in His fulfilment of it, no longer an in- must carefully give the persons spoken of 
dividual or national aversion, but a coming their correlative value and meaning : ye, 
out and being separate from all that rebel. Christians, sons of God, the true theo- 
46. sons] i. e. in being like Sim. cracy, the Kingdom of heaveUy — these. 
Of course there is allusion to our state of ** publicans** or “ Gentiles, ** men of this 
children by covenant and adoption; but world, actuated by worl^y motives, — 
the Ukeness is the point especially here * what thank have ye in being like them ? * 
brought out. So imitators of God, Eph. 47. salute] Here, most probably in 

V. 1. The more we lift ourselves above its literal sense, Jews did not salute Gen- 
the world’s view of the duty and ex- tiles ; Mohammedans do not salute Chris- 
pediency of revenge and exclusive dealing, tians even now in the East. 48. Be ye] 
into the mind with which the 'righteous The original is Ye sliall be : not altogether 
J udge, strong and patient, who is pro- imperative in ipeaning, but including the 
vok^ every day,' yet does good to the imperative sense ; such shall be the state. 
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VI. 1-^4. 

in heayen is perfect. VI. ^ ® Take heed that ye do not 
your ^ alms before men, to be seen of them : otherwise ye 
have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a 
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 3 
when thou doest* alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 


right hand doeth : ^ that thine 

c some MSS. have “ But take heed.” 

the aim of Christians. perfect] 

complete, in your love of others ; not one- 
sided, or exclusive, as these just mentioned, 
but all-embracing, and God-like, = “ mer^ 
ciful” Luke vi. 36. ye is emphatic. 
No countenance is given by this verse to 
the ancient IJelagian or the modern heresy 
of perfectibility in this life. Such a sense 
of the words would be utterly at variance 
with the whole of the discourse. See espe- 
cially vv. 22, 29, 32, in which the imper- 
fections and conflicts of the Christian are 
fully recognized. Nor, if we consider this 
verse as a solemn conclusion of the second 
part of the Sermon, does it any the more 
admit of this view, asserting as it does that 
likeness to God in inward purity, love, and 
holiness, must be the continual aim and 
end of the Christian in all the depart- 
ments of his moral life. But how far from 
having attained this likeness we are, 
St. Paul sbe^s us (Phil. iii. 12) ; and 
every Christian feels, just in the pro- 
poriion in which he has striven after 
it. 

Chap. VI. 1—18.] The Third divi- 
sion OP THE Sermon, in which the dis’ 
ciples of Christ are warned against hypo^ 
critical display of their good deeds, hy 
the examples of abmes of the duties of 
almsgiving (ver. 2), praying (ver. 5), and 
fasting (ver. 16). 1.] The discourse 

of our Lord now passes from actions to 
motives; not that He has not spoken to 
the heart before, hut then it was only by 
inference, now directly. righteons- 

neas] not ‘ benevolence , or ‘ alms* as 
in rabbinical usage, — for this meaning is 
never found in the N. T., and here we 
have doing alma treated of as a dis- 
tinct head below. It is best then to 
understand righteonaneaa os in ch. y. 
20, as a general term, including the 
three duties afterwards treated of. 

The words to bo seen of (by) them 
clearly define the course of action ob- 


alms may be in secret: 

d read, righteousness. 

jected to : — ^not the open benevolence of 
the Christian who lets his light shine 
that men may glorify God, but the osten- 
tation of him whose object is the praise 
and glory coming from man. “ For,” says 
Chrysostom, “a man may do his go^ 
deeds before men, but not in order to be 
seen by them ; and a man may do them 
not before men, but in order to be seen by 
them.” 

2—4.] First example. Almsgiving. 

2. sound a trumpet] A proverbial 
expression, not implying any such custom 
of the hypocrites of that day, but the 
habit of self-laudation, and display of 
good works in general. Many Commen- 
tators, among whom are Calvin and''^Ben- 
gel, think that the words are to be taken 
literally : and Euthymius mentions this 
view. But Lightfoot says, that he finds 
no trace of such a practice among the 
customs in almsgiving. before thee] 

According to the way in which the former 
verse is taken, these words are variously 
understood to apply to the trumpet being 
held up before the mouth in blowing, or to 
another person going before. gyna- 

gogues] If this bears the ordinary mean- 
ing of places of worship, the literal mean- 
ing of the previous words cannot well be 
maintained. The synagogues, as after- 
wards the Christian churches, were the 
regular places for the collection of alms. 

have] literally, have in fuU,-^ 
exhaust : not have their dAie reward. 

3.] thy, emphatic ; see ch. v. 48. This 
is another popular saying, not to be 
pressed so as to require a literal in- 
terpretation of it in the act of alms- 
giving, but implying simplicity, both of 
intention and act. Equally out of place 
are all attempts to explain the right and 
left hand symbolically, as was once the 
practice. The sound sense of (^rysostom 
preserves the right interpretation, where 
even Augustine strays into symbolism. 
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and thy Father which seeth in secret ® himself si? all re- 
ward thee ® openly. 

^ And when ^ thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the comers of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward, ® But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast ’shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
dLuvexiv. 14 . seeth in secret shah “^reward thee [S openly], 7 But 

eEccie».T.2. jq pray, ®use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 

^ 20^20“ do : ^for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. ® Be not ye therefore like untq-them : for 
your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before 
gLukoxi.8, ye ask him. ® After this manner therefore pray ye : ^ Our 

e himself and “ openly” are omitted hy some of the olde^i MSS, 
f some old authorities hancy “ ye pray, ye shall not be.” 
g omitted hy some of the oldest MSS. 

4. openly] before men and angels ; at desire of faith, but because it is of such a 
the resurrection of the just. lengthy has been such a nmnher of times 

6 — 15.] Second example. Trayer. repeated. 'J'he repetitions of Paternosters 
5. standing] No stress must be and Ave Marias in the Romish Church, as 
laid on this word as implying ostentation ; practised by them, are in direct violation 
for it was tlie ordinary posture of prayer, of this precept ; the number of rei>etitions 
Sec t Sam. i. 26 : 1 Kings viii. 22. The being prescribed, and the efficacy of the 
command in Mark (xi. 25) runs, “ ichen ye performance made to depend on it. But 
stand praying . . See also Luke xviii.ll, the repetition of the Lord’s Prayer in the 
18. Indeed, of the two iwsitions of j)rayer, Liturgy of the Church of England is not 
considering the place, kneeling would have a violation of it, nor that of the Kyrie 
been the more singular and savouring of Eleison, because it is not tli^ number of 
ostentation. The synagogues were places these which is the object, b'it each has its 
of prayer ; so that, as Theophylact, it is appropriate place and reason in that 
not tile place which matters, but the which is pre-eminently a reasonable ser- 
manner and intent. 6. enter, &c.] vice. Our Lord was also denouncing a 

Both Chrysostom and Augustine caution Jetmsh error. Lightfoot quotes from the 
us against taking this merely literally: Rabbinical writings, ** Jilvery one who 
and warn us, as above, that there may be multiplies prayer, is heard’' 
ostentation oven in the secret chamber, as 9 — 13.] The Lobd’s Pbayer. 
there may be the avoiding of it in the 9.] There is very slender proof of what is 
open church. 7.] On the original often asserted, that our Lord took nearly 

meaning of the word rendered “ use vain the whole of this prayer from existing 
repetitions’’ see in my Gr. Test. Taking Jewish fonnulro. Not that such a view of 
the word in its largest meaning, that of the matter would contain in it any thing 
saying things irrelevant and senseless, it irreverent or objectionable; for if pious 
may well include all the various senses con- Jews had framed such petitions, our Lord, 
tended for. What is forbidden is not who came to fulfil every thing that was 
muck praying, for our Lord Himself good under the Old Covenant, might, in a 
passed whole nights in prayer ; not pray- higher sense and spiritual meaning, have 
ing in the same words, for this He did in recommended the same forms to His dis- 
the very intensity of His agony at Geth- ciples. But such does not appear to have 
semane ; but the making number and been the fact. Lightfoot produces only the 
length a point of observance, and ima- most genertd common-place parallels for 
gining that prayer will be heard, not the petitions, from the Rabbinical books, 
because it is the ^nuine expression of the With regard to the prayer itself 
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Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come. “Thy will be done in earth, as it “Itaxii. 


wc may remark, 1. The whole passage, 
vv. 7 — 15, is digressive from the subject 
%{ the first part of this chapter, which is 
the discouragement of the performance of 
religious duties to bo seen of men, and is 
resumed at ver. 16. Neander therefore 
supposes that this passage has found its 
way in here as a sort of accompaniment 
to the preceding verses, but is in reality the 
answer of our Lord to the request in Luke 
xi. 1, more fully detailed than by that 
Evangelist. But to tliis I cannot assent, 
believing our Lord’s discourses as given by 
this evangelist to bo no collections of 
scattered sayings, but veritable reports of 
continuous iftterances. That the request 
related in Luke should afterwards have 
been made, and similarly answered, is by 
no means improbable. (That he should 
have thus rented it with this gospel before 
him, is more than improbable.) 2. It has 
been questioned whether the prayer was 
regarded in the very earliest times as a set 
form delivered for liturgical use by our 
Lord. The variations in Luke have been 
regarded as fatal to the supposition of its 
being used liturgical ly at the time when 
these Gospels were written. But see notes 
on Luke xi. 1. It must be confessed, that 
we find very few traces of such use in 
early times. Tholuck remarks, “ It does not 
occur in the Acts, nor in any writers be- 
fore the third century. In Justin Martyr 
we find, that the minister prays ‘ ac- 
cording to«lq| pcjwer’ . . . Cyprian and 
Tertullian m^e the first mention of the 
prayer as a * lawful and ordinary prager* ” 
An allusion to it has been supposed to 
exist in 2 Tim. iv. 18, where see note. 
3. The view of some that our Lord gave 
this, selecting it out of forms known and 
in use, as a prayer ad interim, till the 
effusion of the Spirit of prayer, is inad^ 
missible, as we have no , traces of any such 
temporary purpose in our Saviour’s dis- 
courses, and to suppose any such would, 
amount to nothing less than to set them 
entirely aside. On the contrary, pne work 
of the Holy Spirit on the disciples was, to 
bring to their mind all things whatsoever 
He had scM unto them, the depth of such 
sayings only then first being revealed to 
them by Him who took of the things of 
Christ and shewed them to them, John 
xiv. 26. After this manner] thus. 

Considering that other manners of pray- 
ing have been spoken of above, the “ vain 
repetition ” and the ** much speaking f the 
word, especially in its present position of 


primary emphasis, cannot well bo other- 
wise understood than ' in these words* as 
a specimen of the Christianas prayer (the 
ye holds the second place in emphasis), no 
less than its pattern. This, which would 
be the inference from the context here, is 
decided for us by Luke xi. 2, when ye 
pray, say—. Our Father] This was a 
fonn of address almost unknown to the 
Old Covenant : now and then hinted at, 
as reminding the children of their rebel- 
lion (Isa. i. 2 ; Mai. i. 6), or mentioned as 
a last resource of the orphan and desolate 
creature (Isa. Ixiii. 16); but never brought 
out in its fulness, as indeed it could not be, 
till He was come by whom we have re- 
ceived the adoption of sons. “ The prayer 
is a fraternal one ; He saith not. My 
Father, as if prayed for himself only : but 
Our Father, as embracing in one prayer all 
who are known as brethren in Christ.” 
Aug. which art in heaven] The$e 

opening words of the Lord’s Prayer set 
clearly before us the state of the Chris- 
tian, as believing in, depepding upon, 
praying to, a real objective personal GoD, 
lifted above himself ; to approach whom he 
must lift up his heart, as the eye is lifted 
up from earth to, heaven. This strikes at 
the root of all pantheistic error, Which 
regards the spirit of man as identical with 
the Spirit of God, — and at the root of all 
deism, testifying as it does our relation 
to and covenant dependence on our heavenly 
Fatlier. The local heavens are no 
further to be thought of here, than as 
Scripture, by a parallelism of things natu- 
ral and spiritual deeply implanted in our 
race, universally speaks of heaven and 
heavenly, as applying to the habitation 
and perfections of the High and Holy One 
who inhabiteth Eternity. Hallowed 

be thy name] De Wette observes : ‘ God’s 
Name is not merely His appellation, which 
we speak with the mouth, but also and 
principally the idea which we attach to it, 
— His Being, as far as it is confessed, re- 
vealed, or known.’ The ‘ Name of God ’ in 
Scripture is used to signify that revelation 
of Himself which He has made to men, 
which is all that we know of Him : into 
the depths of His Being, as it is, no 
human soul can penetrate. See John xvii. 

6 : Rom. ix. 17. Hallow here is in the 
sense of keep holy, sanctify in our hearts, 
as in ref. 1 Pet. 10. Thy kingdom come] 

Thy kingdom here is the fulness of the 
accomplishment of the kingdom of God, so 
often spoken of in prophetic Scripture; 
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is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And 

^ch.xTiiiji, forgive us our debts, as we ^ forgive our debtors. And 

djohSfiiiLw. ®lead us not into temptation, but ‘^deliver us from evil: 
* [}for thine is the kingdom^ and the poicery and the glory , for 


^ read, have forgiveu. 

and by implication, all that procesg of 
events which lead to that accomplishment. 
Meyer, in objecting to all ecclesiastical 
and spiritual meanings of ‘ Thy kingdom,* 
forgets that the one for which he contends 
exclusively, the Messianic kingdom, does 
in fact include or imply them adl. 

Thy win be done] i. e. not, ‘may our 
wiU be absorbed into thy will;* but may 
it be conformed to and subordinated to 
thine. The literal rendering is. Let thy 
win be done, as in heaven, (so) also on 
earth. These last words, “ as in 

heaven^ so also on earth” may be re- 
garded as applying to the whole of the 
three preceding petitions, as punctuated 
in the text. A slight objection may per- 
haps be found in the circumstance, that 
the kingdom of God cannot be said to 
have come in heaven, seeing that it has 
always been fully established there, and 
thus the accuracy of correspondence in 
the particulars will be marred. It is true, 
this may be escaped by understanding, 
May thy kingdom come on earth, so as to 
be*u^ fully established, as it is already in 
heaven. So that 1 conceive we are at 
liberty to take the prayer either way. 

11. oar daily bread] our— as 
‘ created for us* * provided for our use by 
Thee.* The word rendered dally has been 
very variously explained. For a discus- 
sion of the probable derivations and mean- 
ings, I must refer to my Gr. Test. I 
have there seen reason to prefer the sense 
required for our subeistenoe— proper for 
our auitenaiioe. So that the expression 
will be equivalent to St. Jame8*s “ things 
which are needful for the body ** (ii. 16), 
and the expressions are rendered in the 
Syriac version by the same word. Thus 
only, thii day has its proper meaning. 
The ** day by day** in Luke xi. 3 is 
different; see there. It is a question, 
how fer the expression may be understood 
spiritually — of the Bread of Life. The 
answer is easy : viz. that we may safely 
thus understand it, provided we keep in 
the foreground its primary physical mean- 
ing, and view the other as involved by 
implication in that. To understand the 
expression of the Eucharist primarily, or 
even of spiritual feeding on Christ, is to 
miss the plain reference of the petition to 
our daily physical wants. But not to re- 


^ omit. 

cognize those spiritual senses, is equally to 
miss the great truth, that the “ we ** whose 
bread is prayed for, aye not mere animals, 
but cpmposed of body, soul, and spirit, all 
of which want daily nourishment by Him 
from whom all blessings flow. 12. our 
debts] i. e. sins, short- comings, and 
therefore ‘debts:* answers to 
passes** ver. 14. Augustine remarks, that 
those sins are not meant which are remit- 
ted in the regeneratiofl of ^{)apti8m, but 
those which are contracted day by day 
from the bitter fruits of worldly contact 
by our infirmity. as we] Not ‘/or 
we also,* &c. (as in Luke), nor *in the 
same measure as we also,* &c.; but like as 
we algo, &c. ; implying similarity in the 
two actions, of kind, but no comparison of 
degree. ‘ Augustine uses the testimony of 
this prayer against all proud Pelagian 
notions of an absolutely sinless state in this 
life * (Trench) ; and answers the various 
excuses and evasions by which that sect 
escaped from the conclusion. have 

forgiven here implies that (see ch. v. 23, 
24) the act of forgiveness of others is com^ 
pleted before we approach the throne of 
grace. 13.] The sentiment is not in any 
way inconsistent with the Christian’s joy 
when he falls into divers temptations,** 
James i. 2, but is a hurnbi: telf-distrust 
and shrinking from such trial in the 
prospect. 'Ihe leading into temptation 
must bo understood in its plain literal 
sense : so will make with the temptation 
also a way to escape, 1 Cor. x. 13. There 
is no discrepancy with James i. 13, which 
speaks not of the providential bringing 
about of, but the actual solicitation of, the 
temptation. Some have attempted to 
fix on leading into and entering into 
temptation, the meaning of bringing into 
the power of, and entering into, so as 
to be overcome by, temptation. But 
this surely the words will not bear. 

But must not be taken as 
equivalent to ^but if thou dost, deliver,* 
&c. ; but is rather the opposition to the 
former clause, and forms in this sense, but 
one petition wdth it , — * bring us not into 
conflict with evil, nay rather deliver (rid) 
us from it altogether.* In another view, 
however, as expressing the deep desire of 
all Christian hearts to be delivered from 
all evil (for the is here certiunly 
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ever, j^men,] For if ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you : but ®if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses. 

• Moreover ^when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, 
of a sad countenance : for they disfigure their faces, 
that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say 
unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when 

thou fastest, ^anoint thine head, and wash thy face ; gr Dan. x.s. 

that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto 
thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee [i openly]. 

i omit. 


neuter; the introduction of the mention 
of ‘ the evil one ' would seem here to be 
incongruous. Besides, compare the words 
of St. Paul,^ Tim. iv. 18, which look very 
like a reminiscence of this prayer: see 
note there) these words form a seventh 
and most affecting petition, reaching far 
beyond the last. They are the expression 
of the yearning for redemption of the sons 
of God (Rom. viii. 23), and so are fitly 
placed at the end of the prayer, and as the 
sum and substance of the personal peti- 
tions. 

The doxology must on every ground of 
sound criticism be omitted. Had it 
formed part of the original text, it is ab- 
solutely inconceivable that almost all the 
ancient authorities should with one consent 
have omitfticKt. They could have had no 
reason for doing so ; whereas the habit of 
terminating liturgical prayers with ascrip- 
tions of praise would naturally suggest 
some such ending, and make its insertion 
almost certain in course of time. And 
just correspondent to this is the evidence. 
We find absolutely no trace of it in early 
twieSf in any family of MSS. or in any 
expositors. The ancient Syriac version 
has it, but whether it always had, is 
another question. It is quite open for us 
to regard it with Euthymius as “ a solemn 
ending, added by the holy lights and lead- 
ers of the Church,** and to retain it as such 
in our liturgies ; but in dealing with the 
sacred text we must not allow any dpriori 
considerations, of which we are such poor 
judges, to outweigh the almost unanimous 
testimony of antiquity. The inference to 
be drawn from the words of St. Paul, 2 
Tim. iv. 18, is rather against, than for the 
genuineness of the doxology. The fact 
that he there adds a doxology, diflerent 
from that commonly lyad here, seems to 


testify to the practice, begun thus early, 
of concluding the Lord^s prayer with a 
solemn ascription of glory to God. This 
eventually fell into one conventional form, 
and thus got inserted in the sacred text. 

14, 16.] Our Lord returns (for) to 
explain the only part of the prayer which 
peculiarly belonged to the new law of 
love, and enforces it by a solemn assurance. 
On the sense, see Mark xi. 25, and the 
remarkable parallel, Ecclesiasticus xxviii. 2 : 

Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he 
hath done unto thee, so shall thy si^^^lso 
be forgiven when thou prayest** 

16 — 18.] Thied example. Fasting. 
Another department of the spiritual life, 
in which reality in the sight of Ood, and 
not appearance in the sight of man, must 
be our object. While those verses deter- 
mine nothing as to the manner and extent 
of Christian fasting, they clearly recognize 
it as a solemn duty, ranking it with alms- 
giving and prayer ; but requiring it, like 
them, (see ch. ix. 14 — 17,) to spring out of 
reality, not mere formal prescription. 

16. disfigure] The word literally means 
make to disappear. Hence some have ex- 
plained it, hide, cover up, viz. in mourning 
costume. But in later Greek the meaning 
was to disfigure. One writer uses it of 
women who paint their faces. The allu- 
sion is therefore not to covering the face, 
which could only be regarded as a sign of 
mourning, but to the squalor of the un- 
clcansed face, and hair of the head and 
beard, as the contrast of washing and 
anointing shews. 17.1 i. e. * appear 

as usual ;* ‘ seem to men the same as if 
thou wert not fasting.^ It has been ob- 
served that this precept applies only to 
voluntary and private fasts, (such as are 
mentioned Luke xviii. 12,) not to public 
and eiyoined ones. But this distinction 
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Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where ^moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal : but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal : for where your treasure is, there will 

j^itexi. 84 , your heart be also. ^^^The light of the body is the 
eye : if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body 
shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy 
whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, '^how great is that 
kLukexviis. darkness! ^ ‘'No man can serve two masters: for either 

k render, how dark is the darlmess ! • 


does not seem to be necessary; the one 
might afford just as much occasion for 
ostentation as the other. 

19—84 .] Prom cautions against the 
hypocrisy of formalists, the discourse na- 
turally passes to the eniire dedication of 
the heart to God, from which all duties of 
the Christian should bo performed. In 
this section this is enjoined, 1. (vv. 19 — 
24) with regard to cartlily treasures, from 
the impossibility of serving God and 
Mammon : 2. (vv. 25 — 34) with regard to 
earKfly cares, from the assurance that our 
Father careth for us. 19, 20. rust] 

The word is more general in meaning than 
mere rust : it includes the * ivear and 
tear* of time, which eats into and con- 
sumes the fairest possessions. The laying up 
treasures in heaven would accumulate the 
**hags that wax not old, a treasure that 
faileth not,*' of Luke xii. 33, corresponding 
to the reward** of ch. v. 12, and the 
** shall reward thee*' of vv. 4, 6, 18. See 
1 Tim. vi. 19 : Tobit iv. 9. break 

through] usually joined with “ a house,** as 
in ch. xxiv. 43, where the word in the 
original is the same. 21.] The connexion 
witll the foregoing is plain enough to any 
but the shallowest remler. ‘ The heart is, 
where the treasure is.’ But it might be 
replied, '1 will have a treasure on, earth 
and a treasure in heaven also : a divided 
affection.’ This is dealt with, and its im- 
practicability shewn by a parable from 
nature. 22, 23. The light] as 

lighting and guiding the body and its 
members; not as containing light in it- 
self. Similarly the inner light, the con- 
science, lights the spirit and its facul- 
ties, but by light supernal to itself. 

single, i. e. clear, untroubled in 
vision, as the eye which presents a well- 


defined and single image to the brain, 
evil, i. e. perverse, as the eye which dims 
and distorts the visual images, full of 
light, rather, in full light, as an object 
in the bright sunshine; full of darknesa, 
rather, as an object in the deep shade. 

If therefore &c.] Render, as in margin. 
If then the LiaHX which is in thee is 
darkness, how dark is the dabkness ! 
i. e. ‘ if the conscience, the eye and 
light of the soul, be darkened, in how 
much grosser darkness will all the passions 
and faculties be, which are of themselves 
naturally dark I* This interpretation is 
that of nearly all the ancient fathers and 
versions. Stier expands it well : “ As the 
body, of itself a dark mass, has its light 
from the eye, so we have her% compared to 
it the sensuous, bestial life of men, their 
appetites, desires, and aversions, which be- 
long to the lower creature. This dark re- 
gion — human nature under the gross domi- 
nion of the flesh —shall become spiritualized, 
enlightened, sanctified, by the spiritual 
light: but if this light be darkness, how 
great must then the darkness of the sensu- 
ous life he!” The A. V., which agrees 
with the usual modern interpretation, 
makes the words a mere expression of the 
greatness of the darkness thereby occa- 
tjioried, and thus loses the force of the 
sentence. 24.] And this division in 
man’s being cannot take place — he is and 
must be one — light or dark — serving God 
or Mammon. serve] Not merely 

* serve,' as we now understand it, but in 
that closer sense, in which he who serves 
is the slave of, i. e. belongs to and obeys 
entirely. See Rom. vi. 16, 17. for 

either .... or] is not a repetition ; but 
the suppositions are the reverse of one 
another : as Moyer expresses it, ‘ He will 



19—28. 


ST, MATTHEW. 


43 


he will hate the one, and love the other ; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. * Ye cannot serve 

oc mi /» T- 1 m James iv. 4. 

God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, ^ ^ Take m Vhluvl'e!*' 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
ttrink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is 
not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment ? 

26 Behold the "fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they ? 

27 Which of you by taking ^ thought can add one cubit 

unto his ^ stature ? 28 take ye o thought for 

raiment ? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; 

1 render^TvikQ not anxious thought. ^ render, anxious thought. 


^ render, age. 

either hate A and love B, or cleave to A 
and despisc^B:^ the one and the other 
keeping their individual reference in both 
members. hate and love must be given 
their full meaning, or the depth of the 
saying is not reached : the sense loiie less, 
disparage, for hate, would not bring out 
the opposition and division of the nature 
of man by the attempt. mammon] 

the Chaldee word for riches. Mammon 
does not appear to have been the name 
of any Syrian deity, as some assert. 

26. Therefore] A direct inference from 
the foregoing verse : the plainer, since 
the verb signifies ‘to be distracted/ ‘to 
have the mind drawn two ways/ The 
A. V., ‘ TcSfo^no thought,^ does not express 
the sense, but gives rather an exaggera- 
tion of the command, and thus makes it 
unreal and nugatory. Take not anxious 
thought, is far better. In Luke xii. 29 we 
have “ live not in careful suspense ” (A. V. 
marg.). Is not the life] The argu- 

ment is, ‘Shall not He who gave us the 
greater, ajso give us the less ? ^ 

26.] The two examples, of the birds and 
the lilies, are not parallel in their ap- 
plication. The first is an argument from 
the less to the greater ; that our heavenly 
Father, who feeds the birds, will much 
more feed us : the second, besides this ap- 
plication, which ^er. 30) it also contains, 
is a reproof of the vanity of anxiety about 
clothing, which, in all its pomp of gorge- 
ous colours, is vouchsafed to the inferior 
creatures, but not attainable by, as being 
unworthy of, us. Notice, it is not said, 
“ Soto not, reap not, gather not into 
harns — the birds are not our example 
to follow in their habits, for God hath 
made us to differ froin them — the doing 


0 render, aiixious thought. 

all these things is part of our " how much 
better are ye,'’ and increases the force 
of the d fortiori ; but it is said, “ he not 
anxious,** — not in suspense** (Luke 
xii. 21). your Father, not their 

Father: — thus by every accessory word 
does our Lord wonderfully assert the 
truths and proprieties of creation, in which 
we, his sons, are His central work, and 
the rest for us. of the air, and after- 
w'ards of the field, as Tholuck remarks, are 
not superfluous, but servo to set foiwthe 
wild and uncaring freedom of the birds and 
plants. I may add, — also to set forth their 
lower rank in the scale of creation, as be- 
longing to the air and the field. Who 
could say of all mankind, “ the men of 
the world V* Thus the d fortiori is more 
plainly brought out. 27.] These 

words do not relate to the statu/re, the 
adding a cubit to which (=: a foot and a 
half) would be a very great addition, in- 
stead of a very small one, as is implied 
here, and expressed in Luke xii. 26, “j/* 
then ye he not able to do that thing which 
is least,”— but to the time of life of each 
hearer j as Tlieophylact on Luke xii. 26, 
“The measure of life is with God alone, 
and each man cannot set the measure of 
his own age.” So the best Commentators : 
and the context seems imi^ratively to re- 
quire it ; for the object of food and clothing 
is not to enlarge the hodyt but to prolong 
life. The application of measures of space 
to time is not uncommon, See Bs. xxxix. 
5 : Job ix. 25 : 2 Tim. iv. 7. Miinnermus, 
a Greek poet, speaks of “ cubit* s length of 
time** See other examples in my Gr. Test. 

28.] Consider, implying more at- 
tention than “ Behold.” The birds fly by, 
and we can but look upon them : the flowers 
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tliey toil not, neither do they spin ; ^9 and yet I s(iy unto 
you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these, so Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little 
faith P SI Therefore P take no thought, saying. What shall 
we eat ? dl*. What shall we drink ? or, V^erewithal shall 
we be clothed ? S2 (for after all these things do the Gen- 
tiles seek :) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things. S3 ®8eek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. S4 Take therefore no 
^thought for the morrow: for the morrdw phaU take 

P render, take not anxious thought. *1 render, anxious thought. 


are ever with us, and we can watch their 
^owth. These lilies have been supposed 
to be the crown imperial, (fritillaria impe- 
rialis,) which grows wild in Palestine, or 
the amaryllis lutea, (Sir J. E. Smith,) whose 
^Iden liliaceous flowers cover the autumnal 
nelds of the Levant. Dr. Thomson, “ The 
Land and the Book,” p. 256, believes the 
Huleh lily to be meant : it is very large, 
and the three inner petals meet above, and 
for^ ^ gorgeous canopy, such as art never 
approached, and king never sat under, even 
in his utmost glory. And when I met 
this incomparable flower, in all its love- 
liness, among the oak woods around the 
northern base of Tabor, and on the hills of 
Nazareth, where our Lord spent His youth, 
I felt assured that it was this to which 
He referred.” Probably, however, the 
word here may bo taken in a wider hu- 
rt, as signifying all wild flowers. 

.] We here have the declaration of the 
Creator Himself concerning the relative 
glory and beauty of all human pomp, com- 
pared with the meanest of His own works. 
See 2 Chron. ix. 15 — 28. And the mean- 
ing hidden beneath the text should not 
escape the student. As the beauty of the 
flower is unfolded by the divine Creator 
Spirit from within, from the laws and 
capacities of its own individual life, so 
must all true adornment of man be un- 
folded /^om within by the same Almighty 
Spirit. See 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. As nothing 
from without can defile a man, (eh. xv. 11,) 
so neither can any thing from without 
adorn him. Our Lord introduces with 
** I iay unto you” His revelations of om- 
niscience: see ch. xviii. 10, 19. 

80. the grasa] The wild flowers which 
form part of the meadow-growth are 


counted as belonging to the grass, and are 
cut down with it. Cut grasst which soon 
withers from the heat, is still used in the 
East for firing. See The Land and the 
Book,” p. 341. the oven] “ a covered 
earthen vessel, a pan, wider at the bottom 
than at the top, wherein bread was baked 
by putting hot embers round it, which 
produced a more equable heat than in the 
regular oven.” Wilkinson and Webster^s 
note. 32. for your heavenly Father 

knoweth] This second ‘‘for” brings in an 
additional reason. 33. seek ye first] 
Not with any reference to seeking all 
these things after our religious duties, 
e. g. beginning with prayer days of avarice 
and worldly anxiety, but make* ^our g^eat 
object, as we say, your first care, 
his righteousness] Not here tha forensic 
righteousness of justification, but the spi- 
ritual purity inculcated in this discourse. 
His righteousness answers to His perfec- 
tion, spoken of in ch. v. 48, and is another 
reference to the being as our lieavenly 
Father is. In the Christian life which 
has been since unfolded, the righteousness 
of justification is a necessary condition 
of likeness to God ; but it is not the righte- 
ousness here meant. shall be added 

unto you] There is a traditional saying 
of our Lord, Ash ye for great things, 
and small things shall he added unto 
you : ash for heavenly things, and earthly 
things shall he added unto you,’'* 

34.] literally, for the morrow will care 
for it, viz. for itself, the morrow men- 
tioned above : i. e. will bring care enough 
about its own matters : implying, — ‘ after 
all your endeavour to avoid worldly cares, 
you will find quite enough and more 
of them when to^3morrow comes, about 
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thougRt for \jthe things o/] itself. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 

VIL IP Judge not, that ye be not judged. ^ Eor p 
• with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and JarneB iy. 11, 
*iwith what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again. ^ And why beholdest thou the, mote that 
is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye ? ^ Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye ; 
and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye ? ^ Thou hypo- 
crite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye ; and 
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 


^ omit, 

to-morrow itself : do not then increase 
those of to-day by introducing them before 
their time. A hint, as is the following 
evil thereof, that in this state of sin and 
infirmity the command of ver. 31 will 
never be completely observed. 

Crap. VII. 1—12.] Of our conduct 

TOWARDS OTHER MEN : ‘parenthetically 
illustrated^ vv. 7 — 11, hy the benignity 
and wisdom of Ood in his dealings with 
us. The connexion with the last chapter 
is immediaielyy the wo»l evil, in which 
a glance is given by the Saviour at the 
misery and sinfulness of human life at its 
best ; — and now precepts follow, teaching 
us how we are to live in such a world, and 
among otjiers sinful like ourselves : — me- 
diately, an^ more generally it is, the con- 
tinuing caution against hypocrisy, in our- 
selves and in others. 1.] This does 

not prohibit all judgment (see ver. 20, 
and 1 Cor. v. 12) ; but, as Augustine, en- 
joins us to interpret others charitably in 
all cases where doubt may exist as to the 
motives of their actions. judge has 
been taken for “condemn” here ; and this 
seems necessary, at least in so far that it 
should be taken as implying an ill ^judg- 
ment. For if the command were merely 
‘not to form authoritative judgments of 
others,' the second member, “ that ye be 
‘not judged,” would not, in its right in- 
terpretation, as applying to Ood’s judg- 
ment of us, correspond. And the ** con- 
demn not,” which follows in Luke vi. 37, 
is perhaps to be taken rather as an ad- 
ditional explanation of judge, than as a 
climax after it. judged] i. e. ‘ by 

God,' for so doing ;-^a parallel expression 
to ch. V. 7 ; vi. 15 ; not ‘ by others.* The 
bare passive, without the agent expressed, 
is solemn and emphmtic. See note on 


Luke vi. 38; xvi. 9; and xii. 20. The 
sense then is, ‘that you have not to an- 
swer before God for your rash judgment 
and its consequences.' The same remarks 
apply to ver. 2. 3 — 5.] Light- 

foot produces instances of this proverbial 
saying among the Jews. With them, 
however, it seems only to be used of a 
person retaliating rebuke; whereas our 
Lord gives us a further application of 
it, viz. to the incapability of one involved 
in personal iniquity to form a righijudg- 
ment on others, and the clearness ^ven 
to the spiritual vision by conflict with 
and victory over evil. There is also no 
doubt here a lesson given us of the true 
relative magnitude which our own faults, 
and those of our brother, ought to hold in 
our estimation. What is a mote to one 
looking on another, is to that other himself 
a beam : just the reverse of the ordinary 
estimate. 3.] beholdest, from without, 
a voluntary act : considerest not, appre- 
hendest not, from within, that which is 
already there, and ought to have excited 
attention before. The same distinction is 
observed in Luke. 4.] how wilt thou 
say, is “ how canst thou say ” in Luke : 
Luther renders it “ how darest thou say V* 
5. Thou hypocrite] “ He calls this man 
a hypocrite, as usurping the office of a 
physician, when he really fills the place of 
a sick man : or as in pretence busying him- 
self about another man's fault, but in realitv 
doing it with a view to condemning him.'' 
Euthymius. shalt thou see clearly, 
with purified eye. The close is remarkable. 
Before, to behold the mote was all — to 
stare at thy brother's faults, and as people 
do who stand and gaze at an object, attract 
others to gaze also : — but now, the object 
is a very different one — to cast out the 
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brother's eye. ® Give not that which is holy unto the 
10,11.'*^ * dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend 
“ wd*^;Sieii. ^ “ -^®k, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall* 
xv'l?* ‘ find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you : ® for every 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that secketh findeth ; 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. ^ Or what 
man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he 
give him a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him 
a serpent ? If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good thing&^o them that 


mote — to help thy brother to be rid of his 
fault, by doin^ him the best and most diffi- 
cult office of Christian friendship. The 
beholding was vain and idle ; the seeing 
clearly is for a blessed end, viz. (ch. xviii. 
16) to gain thy brother, 6.] The 

connexion, see below, that which Is 
holy] Some have thought this, in the 
GrecK, to be a mistranslation of a 
Chaldee word signifying an earring, or 
amulet ; but the connexion is not at aU 
improved by it. Pearls bear a resem- 
blance to peas or acorns, the food of 
swiiferbut earrings none whatever to the 
food of dogs. The similitude is derived 
from the holy things,*’ the meat offered 
in sacrifice, of which no unclean person 
was to eat (Lev. xxii. 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 16). 
Similarly in the ancient Christian Liturgies 
and Fathers, *Hhe holy things” are the 
consecrated elements in the Holy Commu- 
nion. Thus interpreted, the saying would 
be one full of meaning to the Jews, As 
Dean Trench observes (Serm. Mount, 
p. 136), “ It is not that the dogs would 
not eat it, for it would be welcome to 
them ; but that it would be a profanation 
to give it to them, Exod. xxii. 31,” The 
other part of the similitude is of a different 
character, and belongs entirely to the 
swine, who having cast to them pearls, 
something like their natural footl, whose 
value is inappreciable by them, in fury 
'trample them with their feet, and turning 
against the donor, rend him with their 
tusks. Tlie connexion witli the foregoing 
and following verses is this : “ Judge not,” 
&c. ; “ attempt not the correction of others, 
when you need it far more yourselves 
still, “ he not such mere children, as not to 
distinguish the characters of those with 
whom you have to do. Give not that which 
is holy to dogs,” &c. Then, as a humble 
hearer might be disposed to reply, ‘ f this 


last he a measure of the divine dealings, 
what bounties can I eycpect at God*s hand ?* 
(ver. 7), ‘ ask of God, and He will give to 
each of you : for this is His outn will, that 
you shall obtain hy asking (ver. 8), — good 
things, good for each in his place and 
degree (vv. 10, 11), not unwholesome or 
unfitting things. Tlierefore (ver. 12) do 
ye the same to others, as ye ivish to he 
done, and as God does, to you : viz. give 
that which is good for each, to each, not 
judging uncharitably on the one hand, nor 
casting pearls before siuine on the other* 
7.] The three similitudes are all to 
be understood of prayer, and form a 
climax. 8.] Tlic only limitation to 

this promise, which, under various forms, 
is several times repeated by our Lord, is 
furnished in vv. 9 — 11, and iiTrJhmes iv. 3, 
“ Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss” 9.] There arc two questions 

here, the first of which is broken off. See 
a similar construction in cb. xii, 11. The 
similitude of bread (a loaf) and a stone 
also appears in eb, iv. 3. Luke (xi. 12) 
adds the egg and the scorpion. 11. 

evil] i. e, in comparison with God. It is 
not necessary to suppose a rebuke conveyed 
liere, but only a general declaration of the 
corruption and infirmity of man. Augus- 
tine remarks, in accorchince with this view, 
that the persons now addressed are the 
same who had been taught to say ‘ Our 
Father* now. Stier remarks, ‘‘ This 
saying seems to me the strongest proof of 
original sin in the whole of the holy scrip- 
tures.” lledeii Jesu, i. 236. good 

things] principally, His Holy Spirit, Luke 
xi. 13. The same argument a fortiori is 
used by our Lord in the parable of the unjust 
judge, Luke xviii. 6, 7. 12.] Trench 

(Serm. on the Mount, p. 143) has noticed 
Augustine’s refutatipn of the sneer of in- 
fidels (such as Gibbon’s against this pre- 
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ask him ? Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them : ‘ for 
this is the law and the prophets. 

^ 13 u Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat : 3^ because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it. ® 
of false prophets, which come to you in sheep^s clothing, ^cnh ?|i. 
but inwardly they are ^ravening wolves, i® ^Ye shall 
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figg of thistles ? ^7 Even so every good tree 
bringeth jfcrth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth 

® render, But beware. 


cept), that simo of our Lord’s sayings have 
been before written by heathen authors. 

Pythagoras said this, Plato said it. . . . 
Well, if any of them is found to have 
said a thing which Christ also said, we 
congratulate him, we do not follow him. 
But, it is said, he came before Christ. 
So then, if a man speaks truth, he is 
to be esteemed prior to truth itself.” 

Therefore is the inference indeed 
from the preceding eleven verses, but m- 
mediately from the give good things to 
them that ask him, just said, — and thus 
closing this section of the Sermon with a 
lesson similar to the last verse of ch. v., 
which is, in^ged, the ground -tone of the 
whole Sermon — ‘ Bo ye like unto God/ 
even so, viz. after the pattern of all 
things whatsoever ; not those iMngs 
themselves, because what might suit iis, 
might not suit others. We are to think 
what we should like done to us, and then 
apply that rule to our dealings with 
others: viz. by doing to them what we 
have reason to suppose they would like 
done to them. This is a most important 
distinction, and one often overlooked in the 
interpretation of this golden maxim. 

13—27.] The conclusion of the dis- 
course : — setting forth more strongly and 
personally the dangers of hypocrisy, both 
in being led aside by hypocritical teachers, 
and in our own inner life. — The gate 
stands at the end of the way, as in the 
remarkable parallel in the Table of Cebes ; 
** Do you see a certain small door, and a 
certain path in front of the door, which 
is not much frequented, but only a few 
walk in it ? . . . this is the way which 
leads to true discipline.” 14.] because 
gives a second reason, bn which that in 


vcr. 13 depends : strive, &c., for broad is, 
&c., because narrow is, &o. The reason 
why the way to destruction is so broad, 
is because so few find their way into the 
narrow path of life. This is not merely an 
arbitrary assignment of the because, but 
there is a deep meaning in it. The reason 
why so many perish is not that it is so 
ordained by God, who will have all to come 
to the knowledge of the truth, — but be- 
cause so few will come to Christ, thaf^ey 
may have life ; and the rest perish in their 
sins. See notes on ch. xxv. 41. 
strait] literally, restricted, — crushed in, 
in breadth. 16.] The connexion is, — 
strive to enter ^c . : but be not misled by 
persons who pretend to guide you into it, 
but will not do so in reality. These 

false prophets, directly, refer to those who 
were soon to arise, to deceive, if possible, 
even the very elect, ch. xxiv. 24; and 
indirectly, to all such false teachers in all 
ages. in sheep’s clothing] There may 
be allusion to the prophetic dress, ch. iii. 4 ; 
but most probably it only means that, in 
order to deceive, they put on the garb and 
manners of the sheep themselves. 

16.] The fruits are both their corrupt 
doctrines and their vicious practices, as 
contrasted with the outward shews of 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, their 
sheep’s clothing to deceive. See James iii. 
12; ch. xii. 33, 34. 17. a corrupt 

tree] See also ch. xiii. 48. From these 
two verses, 17, 18, the Manichfleans de- 
fended their heresy of the two natures, 
good and bad : but Augustine answers 
them, that such cannot possibly be their 
meaning, as it is entirely contrary to the 
whole scope of the passage (see for example 
ver. 13), and adds, A bad tree then can- 
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f fotth evil fruit. good tree cannot bring forth evil 

fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
^ y Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 

johuxT.a,®. ^Yie fire. Wherefore by their fruits 

ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, 
* *Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but 

bL^ii.w. he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
23 Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord, have we 
* prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name have cast 
out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful works ? 
'’Sike*Sii *36 ^ profess unto them, ^ I never knew you : 

® depart from me, ye that work iniquity.^ 24? Therefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 
I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock ; 25 and the rain descended, and the floods 


not bear good fruit : but it may, from bad, 
become good, in order to the bearing good 
finiit.” On the other hand, these verses 
were his weapon against the shallow Pela- 
gian scheme, which would look at men’s 
deeds apart from the living root in man 
out of which they grew, and suppose that 
man’s unaided will is capable of good. 
Trench, Serm. on the Mount, p. 150. 

20.*^ e shall know them] The original has 
more force ; * ye shall thoroughly know 
them ;’ see 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 21.] The 

doom of the hypocritical false prophets 
introd/uces the doom of all hypocrites ^ and 
brings on the solemn close of the whole, in 
which the hypocrite and the true disciple 
are paraholically compared. — Observe that 
here the Lord sets Himself forth as the 
Judge in the great day, and at the same 
time speaks not of '*my will,” but “the 
will of my Father an important and 
invaluable doctrinal landmark in this very 
opening of His ministry in the first Gospel. 
The context must rule the meaning of such 
wide words as saith. Here it is evidently 
used of mere lip homage ; but in “ no man 
can lay that Jesus is the Lord,* 1 Cor. 
xii. 8, the ** seeing** has the deeper mean- 
ing of a genuine heartfelt confession. To 
seek for discrepancies in passages of this 
kind implies a predisposition to find them : 
and is to treat Holy Scripture with less 
than that measure of candour which we 
give to the writings of one another. 

22. in that day] perhaps refers to ver. 19 ; 
or it may be the expression so common in 
the prophets of the great day of the Lord : 
0 . g. Isa. ii. 20 ; ixv. 9 al. fr. So the Jews 
caUed the great day of judgment “that 
day.” m thy name] perhaps better by 


thy name, that name having filled out our 
belief, and been the object of our confes- 
sion of faith. prophesied] i. e., as so 
often in N. T., preached, not necessarily 
foretold future events, 1 Cor. xii. 10, 
and note. On cast out devils, see note on 
ch. viii. 32. 23.] See Luke xiii. 

25 — 27. will I profess (more pro- 

perly, confess) is here remarkable, as a 
statement of the simple truth of facts, as 
opposed to the false colouring and self- 
deceit of the hypocrites — * I will tell them 
the plain truth.’ I never knew you, 
i. e. in the sense in which it is said, John 
X. 14, “ I know my sheep the things 
that are mine), and am known hy them.** 
Neither the preaching Christ, nor doing 
miracles in His Name, is an infallible sign 
of being His genuine servants, but only 
the devotion of life to God’s will which this 
knowledge brings about. 24. these 

sayings of mine] more probably, these 
sayings from me: see Acts i. 4, ye hare 
heard of (from) me. The expression, these 
sayings, seems to bind together the Ser- 
mon, and preclude, as indeed does the 
whole structure of the Sermon, the sup- 
position that these last chapters are 
merely a collection of sayings uttered 
at different times. I will Uken] 

Meyer and Tholuck take this word to 
signify, not will compare* but ‘2 
%mll make at that day like* But it 
is, perhaps, more in analogy with the 
usage of the Lord’s discourses to under- 
stand it, I will compare: so ch. xi. 
16: Luke xiii. 18. 26.] This simi- 

litude must not be pressed to an alle- 
gorical or symbolical meaning in its de- 
tails, e. g. so tbit the rain, floods, and 
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came, ajid the winds blew, and beat upon that house ; and 
it fell not : for it was founded upon rock. ^6 every- 
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them 
* not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his 
Gouse upon the sand : "7 and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house ; 
and it fell : and great was the fall of it. And it came 
to pass, when Jedus had ended these sayings, ^the people 
were astonished at his doctrine : for he taught them as iv. 82. Jobu 

one having authority, and not as tt the scribes. 

YIII. 1 When he was come down from the mountain, 
great multitudes followed him. ^ And, behold, there came 
a leper an^J. worshipped him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, 

t render, the. read, their. 

winds should mean three distinct kinds of chapter), as it were, a solemn procession of 
temptation ; l^ut the Rock, as signifying miracles, confirming the authority with 
Him who spoke this, is of too frequent use which our Lord had spoken. 2.] This 
in Scripture for us to overlook it here ; same miracle is related by St. Luke with- 
cf. 2 Sam. xxii. 2 [Ps. xviii. 2], 32, 47 ; out any mark of definiteness, either as to 
xxiii. 3 : Ps. xxviii. 1 ; xxxi. 2, al. fr. ; time or place, — And it came to pass, 
Ixi. 2: Isa. xxvi. 4 (Heb.) ; xxxii. 2; xliv. 8 wTien he was in a certain city , . In 
(Heb.) : 1 Cor. x. 4, &c. He founds his this instance there is, and can be, no doubt 
house on a rock, who, hearing the words that the transactions are identical : and 
of Christ, brings his heart and life into this may serve us as a key-note, by which 
accordance with His expressed will, and is the less obvious and more intricate hargjp- 
thus by faith in union with Him, founded nies of these two narrations may be ar- 
on Him. Whereas he who merely hears ranged. The plain assertion of the account 
His words, but does them not, has never in the text requires that the leper should 
dug down to the rock, nor become united have met our Lord on His descent from the 
with it, nor has any stability in the hour mountain, while great multitudes were 
of trial. the rock, — the sand, — following Him. The accounts in St. Luke 

the articles are categorical, importing and St. Mark require no such fixed date, 
that these two were usually found in the Tliis narrative therefore fixes the occur- 
country where the discourse was deli- rence. I conceive it highly probable that 
vered ; — in the rain, the floods, the winds, St. Matthew was himself a hearer of the 
the same, implying that such trials of the Sermon, and one of those who followed 
stability of a house were common. In our Lord at this time. From St. Lukovs 
the whole of the similitude, reference is account, the miracle was performed in, or 
probably made to the prophetic passage rather, perhaps, in the neighbourhood of, 
Isa. xxviii. 15 — 18. 27. great] All some city ; what city, does not appear, 

the greater, because such an one as here As the leper is in all three accounts related 
supposed is a professed disciple — hearing to have come to Jesus (“ And behold^’’ im- 
these sayings — and therefore would have plying it in Luke), he may have been out- 
the further to fall in case of apostasy. side the city, and have run into it to our 

29.] Chrysostom^s comment is, For Lord. a leper] The limits of a note 
He did not say what He said on the allow of only an abridgment of the most 
authority of others, quoting Moses or the important particulars relating to this dis- 
prophets, but every where alleging Him- ease. Bead Leviticus xiii. xiv. for the 
self to be the One who had the power. Mosaic enactments respecting it, and its 
For when giving the law, he ever added, nature and symptoms. Sec also Exod. iv. 

‘ But I say to you* shewing that He him- 6 : Num. xii. 10 : 2 Kings v. 27 ; xv. 5 : 
self was the Judge.” 2 Chron. xxvi. 19, 21. The whole ordi- 

Chap. VIII. 1 — 4.] Healing or a nances relating to leprosy were symbolical 
LEPER. Mark i. 40 — 45. Luke v. 12 — 14. and typical. The disease was not conta- 
We have now (in this aixl the following gious : so that the view which makes them 
VoL. I. E 
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thou canst make me clean. ^ And Jesus put fQrth his 
hand, and touched him, sa3dng, I will; be thou clean. 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. ^ And J esus 
saith unto him. See thou tell no man ; but go thy way, * 


mere sanitary regulations is out of the ques- 
tion. The fact of its non-contagious nature 
has been abundantly proved by learned 
men, and is evident from the Scripture 
itself; for the priests had continually to 
be in close contact with lepers, even to 
handling and examining them. We find 
Naaman, a leper, commanding the armies 
of Syria (2 Kings v. 1) ; Gehazi, though a 
leper, is conversed with by the king of 
Israel (2 Kings viii. 4, 5); and in the 
examination of a leper by the priest, if a 
man was entirely covered with leprosy, he 
was to be pronounced clean (Levit. xiii. 
12, 13). The leper was not shut out from 
the synagogue, nor from the Christian 
churches. Besides, the analogy of the 
other uncleannesses under the Mosaic law, 
e. g. having touched the dead, having an 
issue, which are joined with leprosy (Num. 
V. 2), shews that sanitary caution was not 
the motive of these ceremonial enactments, 
but a far deeper reason. This disease was 
specially selected, as being the most loath- 
some and incurable of all, to represent the 
efiect of the defilement of sin upon the once 
ppro and holy body of man. ‘^Leprosy 
was, indeed, nothing short of a living death, 
a poisoning of the springs, a corrupting of 
all the humours, of life ; a dissolution, little 
by little, of the whole body, so that one 
limb after another actually decayed and 
fell away.” (Trench on the Miracles, 
p. 213.) See Kum. xii. 12. The leper was 
the type of one dead in sin : the same em- 
blems are used in his misery as those of 
mourning for the dead ; the same means of 
cleansing as for uncleanness through con- 
nexion with death, and which were never 
used except on these two occasions. Com- 
pare Num. xix. 6, 13, 18, with Levit. xiv. 
4 — 7. All this exclusion and mournful 
separation imported the perpetual exclusion 
of the abominable and polluted from the 
true city of God, as declared Rev. xxi. 27. 
And David, when after his deadly sin he 
utters his prayer of penitence, ^ Purge me 
with hyssop, and 1 shall be dean,’ Ps. li. 
7, doubtless saw in his own utter spiritual 
uncleanness, that of which the ceremonial 
undeanness that was purged with hyssop 
was the type. Thus in the above-cited 
instances we find leprosy inflicted as the 
punishment of rebellion, lying, and pre- 
sumption. 'I put the plague of leprosy 
in an house' (Levit. xiv. 84), ' Remember 
what the Lowl thy God did to Miriam' 


(Dent. xxiv. 9), and other passages, point 
out this plague as a peculiar infliction 
from God. ‘*The Jews termed it 'the 
finger of God,’ and emphatically ‘ The 
stroke.’ They said that it attacked first 
a man’s house; and if he did not turn, 
his clothing ; and then, if he persisted in 
sin, himself. So too, they said, that a 
man’s true repentance was the one con- 
dition of his leprosy leaving him.” Trencli, 
p. 216. The Jews, from the prophecy Isa. 
liii. 4, had a traditiop that the Messiah 
should be a leper. wqjshipped him] 
falling on his face, Luke v. 12; kneel- 
ing to him'' Mark i. 40. These diflerences 
of expression are important. See begin- 
ning of note on this verse. Lord] Not 
here merely a title of respebt, but an ex- 
pression of faith in Jesus as the Messiah. 
"This is the right utterance of * Lord,' 
which will never be made in vain.” Stier. 
When Miriam was a leper, "Moses cried 
unto the Lord, saying, Heal her now, 0 
God, I beseech thee,” Num. xii. 13. 

3. touched him] He who just now ex- 
pansively fulfilled the law by word and 
commands, now does the same by act and 
deed : the law had forbidden the touching 
of the leper, Levit. v. 3. It was an act 
which stood on the same ground as the 
healing on the Sabbath, of which we have 
so many instances. So likewise the pro- 
phets Elijah and Elisha to#Jfied the dead 
in the working of a miracle on them 
(1 Kings xvii. 21 ; 2 Kings iv. 34). The 
same almighty powder which suspends 
natural laws, supersedes ceremonial laws. 

Here is a noble example illustrating 
His own precept so lately delivered, ‘ Give 
to him that asketh thee.’ Again, we can 
hardly forbear to recognize, in His touching 
the leper, a deed symbolic of His taking on 
him, touching, laying hold of, our nature. 
The same remarkable w ord is used in the 
Greek in Luke xiv. 4, "and taking hold 
of him, he healed him,” and in Heb. ii. 16, 
"He taketh not hold of angels, but he 
taketh hold of the seed of Abraham.” 

4. See thou tell no man] Either 
(1) these words were a moral admonition, 
having respect to the state of the man 
("teaching him not to boast and seek 
admiration,” as Chrysostom), for the in- 
junction to silence w^as not our Lord’s 
uniform practice (see Mark v. 19, || L.), 
and in this case they were of lasting 
obligation, that the cleansed leper was not 
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shew tkyself to the priest, and ® offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

s And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there 
came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, ® and saying. 
Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and 
heal him. ® The centurion answered and said. Lord, I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof ; but 
speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 
^ For I am a man under authority, having soldiers imder 


to make his healing a matter of boast 
hereafter; or (2) ttiey were a cautionary 
admonition, Ally binding till he should 
have shewn himself to the priest, in order 
to avoid delay in this necessary duty, or 
any hindrance which might, if the matter 
should first ]je blazed abroad, arise to his 
being pronounced clean, through the ma- 
lice of the priests; or (3), which I believe 
to be the true view, our Lord almost uni- 
formly repressed the fame of His miracles, 
for the reason given in ch. xii. 15 — 21, 
that, in accordance with prophetic truth. 
He might be known as the Messiah not by 
wonder-working power, hut by the great 
result of His work u^wn earth : see ch. 
xii. 16 — 19. Thus the Apostles always 
refer primarily to the Kesurrection, and 
only incidentally, if at all, to the wonders 
and signs. (Acts ii. 22 — 24 ; iii. 13 — 16.) 
These latter were tokens of power common 
to our Lord ^jjd his followers ; but in His 
great conflict, ending in His victory. He 
trod the winepress alone. shew thy- 

self to the priest] Head Levit. xiv. 1 — 32. 
This command has been used in support 
of the theory of satisfaction by priestly 
confession and penance. But even then 
(Trench on the Miracles, p. 221, where 
see instances cited) the advocates of it are 
constrained to acknowledge that Christ 
alone is the cleanser. It is satisfactory, to 
observe this drawing of parallels between 
the Lovitical and (popularly so called) 
Christian priesthood, thus completely shew- 
ing the fallacy and untenableness of the 
whole system ; all those priests being types, 
not of future human priests, hut of Him, 
who ahidetn a Priest for ever in an un- 
changeable priesthood, and in Wliom not 
a class of Christians, but all Christians, 
are in the true sense priests unto God. 

a testimony unto them] A testi- 
mony both to, and against them. The 
man disobeyed the injunction, so that our 
Lord could no more enter the city openly : 
see Mark i. 45. • 

E 


6—13.] Healing of the oentfeion^s 
SEEVANT. Luke vii. 1 — 10, where we have 
a more detailed account of the former part 
of this miracle. On the chronological ar- 
rangement, see Introduction. The cen- 
turion did not himself come to our Lord, 
but sent elders of the Jews to Him, who 
recommended him to His notice as loving 
their nation, and having built them a 
synagogue. Such variations, the concise 
account making a man do hy himself 
the fuller one relates that he did hy another, 
are common in all written and oral narra- 
tions. In such cases the fuller account is, 
of course, the stricter one. Augustine, 
answering Faustus the Manichaean, who 
wished, on account of the words Sur 
Lord in ver. 11, to set aside the wiiole, 
and used this variation for that purpose, 
makes the remark, so important in these 
days, ** Does not our human custom fur- 
nish abundance of such instances ? Shall 
we read, and forget how we speak ? Could 
we exjKJct that Scripture would speak with 
us otherwise than in our own manner?” 
On the non-identity of this miracle with 
that in John iv. 46 ft*., see note there. 

6. centurioh] he was a Gentile, see 
ver. 10, but one who was deeply attached 
to the Jews and their religion; possibly, 
though this is uncertain, a proselyte of 
the gate (no such term as devout,” 
** fearing God,” is used of him, as com- 
monly of these proselytes, Acts x. 2 al.). 

6.] From Luke we learn that 
it was *'a slave, who was precious to 
him.” The centurion, perhaps, had hut 
one slave, see ver. 9. 8 .] The cen- 

turion heard that the Lord was coming, 
Luke vii. 6, and sent friends to Him with 
this second and still humbler message. 
He knew and felt himself, as a heathen, 
to be out of the fold of God, a stranger 
to the commonwealth of Israel; and there- 
fore unworthy to receive under his roof 
the Redeemer of Israel. 9.] llie 

meaning is, * I know how to obey, being 

2 
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me : and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth ; . and to 
another, Come, and he- cometh ; and to my servant. Do 
this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he mar- 
velled, and said to them that followed. Verily I say unto 
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
bLukexiii. 2 o. 11 And I say unto you, '^That many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
cch.xxi.48. Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, But ®the 
^ children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer dark- 
ness : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way ; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his ser- 
vant was healed in the selfsame hour. • 

And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw 
dicor.ix.5. ^wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever. And he 
touched her hand, and the fever left her : and? she arose, 
and ministered unto ^ them. 

When the even was come, they brought unto him 
^ render, SOns. read, him. 


myself under authority : and in turn know 
how others obey, having soldiers under 
me:* interring, rif then I, in my sub- 
ordinate station of command, am obeyed, 
how TOUch more Thou, who art over all, 
and whom diseases serve as their Master!’ 
That this is the right interpretation, is 
shewn by our Lord’s special commendation 
of his faith, ver. 10. 10. marvelled] 

to be accepted simply as a fact, as when 
Jesus rejoiced, wept, was sorrowful; not, 
as some have foolishly done, to be ra- 
tionalized away into a mere lesson to teach 
us what to admire. The mysteries of our 
Lord’s humanity are too precious thus to 
be sacrificed to the timidity of theologians. 

12. the sons] the natural heirs, 

but disinherited by rebellion. outer 

darkness] the darkness outside, i. e. out- 
side the lighted chamber of the feast, see 
ch. xxii. 13, and Eph. v. 7, 8. These verses 
are wanting in St. Imke, and occur when 
our Lord repeated them on a wholly dif- 
ferent occasion, ch. xiii. 28, 29. Compare 
a remarkable contrast in the Rabbinical 
books illustrating Jewish pride : “ God stiid 
to the Israelites, In the world to come 
I will spread for you a vast table, which 
the Gentiles shall see and be confounded.” 

13. was healed] Of what precise 
disease does not appear. In Luke he was 
“ ready to die ” — here he is ” sich of the 
palsy, grievously tormented.** But though 
these descriptions do not agree with the 


character of palsy among us, we read of a 
similar case in 1 Macc. ix. 65, 56: ^^At 
that time was Alcimus plagued, and his 
enterprizes hindered: for his mouth was 
stopped, and he was taken with a palsy, so 
that he could no more speak any thing, 
nor order any thing concerning his house. 
So Alcimus died at that time with great 
torment.” The disease in the text may 
have been an attack of Tetanus, which 
the ancient physicians included under 
paralysis, and which is more common in 
hot countries than with us. It could 
hardly have been apoplexy, which usually 
bereaves of sensation. 

14—17.] Healing of Petee’s wife’s 

MOTHEE, AND MANY OTHEES. Mark i. 
29 — 34. Luke iv. 38 — 41. From the other 
Evangelists it appears, that our Lord had 
just healed a dsemoniac in the synagogue 
at Capernaum : for they both state, ‘ when 
they were come out of the synagogue, they 
entered into the house of Simon and An- 
drew,’ &c. Both Mark and Luke are fuller 
in their accounts than the text. The ex- 
pression (of the fever) it left her, is com- 
mon to the three, as is also the circum- 
stance of her ministering immediately 
after : shewing that the fever left her, not, 
as it would have done if natural means 
had been used, weak and exhausted, but 
completely restored. 16.] at sunset, 

Mark ver. 32 : Luke ver. 40. From 8t. 
Mark we learif that the whole city was 
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many tliat were possessed with devils : and he cast out the 
spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick : 

17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, ® Himself took our infirmities, and ® u. 24 . 
bare our sicknesses. 18 Now when Jesus saw great multi- 
tudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto 
the other side. And a certain scribe came, and said 
unto him. Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests.; but the Son of man 

^ render, a : see LuJce vii. *7. 


collected at the door ; from St. Luke, that 
the daemons cried out and said^ * Thou 
art Christ the Son of God.* And from 
both, that our Lord ‘permitted them not to 
speak f for they knew Him. They brought 
the sick in flie evening, either because it 
was cool, — or because the day^s work was 
over, and men could be found to carry 
them, — or perhaps because it was the sab- 
bath (see Mark i. 21, 29, 32), which ended 
at sunset. 17.] The exact sense in 

which these words are qhoted is matter of 
difficulty. Some understand took and bare 
as merely ‘ took away,’ and ‘ healed.’ But 
besides this being a very harsh interpre- 
tation of both words, it entirely destroys 
the force of Himself, and makes it ex- 
pletive. Others suppose it to refer to the 
personal fatigue, (or even the spiritual ex- 
haustion, [^shausen,] which perhaps is 
hardly conSfent with sound doctrine,) 
which our Lord felt by these cures being 
long protracted into the evening. But I 
believe the true relevancy of the prophecy 
is to be sought by regarding the mira- 
cles generally to have been, as we know so 
many of them were, lesser and typical out- 
shewings of the great work of bearing the 
sin of the world, which He came to ac- 
complish ; just as diseases themselves, on 
which those miracles operated, are all so 
many testimonies to the existence, and 
tyjxjs of the effect, of sin. Moreover in 
these His deeds of mercy, He was ‘ touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities :’ wit- 
ness His tears at the grave of Lazarus, 
and His sighing over the deaf and dumb 
man, Mark vii. 34. The very act of com^ 
passion is (as the name imports) a suffer- 
ing with its object; and if this be true 
between man and man, how much more 
strictly so in His case who had taken upon 
Him the whole burden of the sin of the 
world, with all its sad train of sorrow and 
suffering. • 


18— IX. 1.] Jesus crosses the lake. 
Incidents before embarking. He 
stills the storm. Healing of two 
DEMONIACS in the LAND OF THE Ga- 
darenes. Mark iv. 35 — v. 20 : Luke ix. 
57—60; viii. 22 — 39, on which passages 
compare the notes. 18.] It is ob- 

viously the intention of St. Matthew to 
bind on the following incidents to the oc- 
currence which he had just related. 

19.] Both the following incidents are 
placed by St. Luke long after, during our 
Lord’s last journey to .Jerusalem. For it 
is quite impossible (with Gres well. Hiss, 
iii. p. 155 sq.) in any common fairness of 
interpretation, to imagine that two such 
incidents should have twice happened, and 
both times have been related together. It 
is one of those cases where the attempts of 
the Harmonists do violence to every prin- 
ciple of sound historical criticism. Every 
such difficulty, instead of being a thing to 
he wiped out and buried up at all hazards 
(I am sorry to see, e. g., that Dr. Wordsw. 
takes no notice, either here or in St. 
Luke, of the recurrence of the two nar- 
ratives), is a valuable index and guide to 
the humble searcher after truth, and is 
used by him as such (see Introduction). 

20. the Son of man] '^It is 
thought that this phrase was taken from 
Daniel vii. 13, to which passage our Saviour 
seems to allude in ch. xxvi. 64, and pro- 
bably Stephen in Acts vii. 56. It ap- 
pears from John xii. 34, that the Jews 
understood it to mean the Messiah ; and 
from Luke xxii. 69, 70, that they con- 
sidered the Son of Man to mean the same 
as the Son of God’* Dr. Burton. It is 
the name by which the Lord ordinarily 
in one pregnant word designates Himself 
as the Messiah — the Son of God mani- 
fested in the flesh of man — the second 
Adam. And to it belong aU those con- 
ditions, of humiliation, suffering, and ex- 
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hath not where to lay his head. And anothea of his 
disciples said unto him, ^Lord, suiSer me first to go and 
bury my father. 22 Jesus said unto him, Follow me ; 
and let the dead bury their dead. 

23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples 
followed him. 24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest 
in the sea, insomuch that the ship was * covered with the 
waves ; but he was asleep. 25 And his disciples came to 
him, and awoke him, saying. Lord, save us : we perish. 
23 And he saith unto them. Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of 

Pr. Ixv, 5 — 7! V V ^ 

little faith ? Then he arose, and ^ rebuked the winds and 


* render, 

altation, which it behoved the Son of Man 
to go through. 81.] In St. Luke we 
find, that our \iOiTd^ previously commanded 
him to follow Him. Clement of Alexandria 
reports this as having been said to Philip. 
But if so, He had long ago ordered Philip 
to follow Him, taking St. Luke’s order of 
the occurrence. A tradition of this nature 
was hardly likely to be wrong; so that 
perhaps the words Follow me are to be 
taken (as in John xxi. 19, 22) as an admo- 
nition occasioned by some slackness or 
symptom of decadence on the part of the 
Apostle. Tlie attempt to evade the strong 
words of our Lord’s command by supposing 
that to bury my father means, * to reside 
with my father till his death* (Theophy- 
lact), is evidently futile, since first to ao 
and hv/ry ” is plainly said of an a^t waiUng 
to he done ; and the reason of our Lord’s 
rebuke was the peremptory and all-super- 
seding nature of the command Follow 
me** 22. the dead] First time, as 

Rev. iii. 1, spiritually, — second, literally 
dead. The two meanings are similarly 
used in one saying by our Lord in John xi. 
25, 26. See Heb. vi. 1 ; ix. 14 ; and the 
weighty addition in Luke, ver. 62. 

23.] This journey across the lake, with its 
incidents, is placed by St. Mark and St. 
Luke after the series of parables com- 
mencing with that of the sower, and re- 
corded in ch. xiii. By Mark with a precise 
note of sequence : the same day, when the 
even was come, he saith unto them,” Mark 
iv. 36. 2^. behag covered] compare 

Mark iv. 37 : Luke viii. 23. By keeping to 
the strict imperfect sense, we obviate all 
necessity for qualifying these words : the 
ship was becoming covered, &c. All lakes 
bordered by mountains, and indeed all hilly 
coasts, are liable to these sudden gusts of 
wind. 25.] lord, save us : we perish == 
Master, carest thou not that we perish, 


being covered. 

C' 

Mark iv. 38 = Master, Master, we perish, 
Luke viii. 24. On these and such like 
variations, notice the following excellent and 
important remarks of Augu^ine : “ The 
sense of the disciples waking tlie Lord and 
seeking to be saved, is one and the same : 
nor is it worth while to enquire which of 
these three was really said to Christ. For 
whether they said any one of these three, 
or other words which no one of the Evan- 
gelists has mentiohed, but of similar import 
as to the truth of the sense, what matters 
it?” We may wish that he had always 
spoken thus. Much useless labour might 
have been spared, and men’s minds led to 
the diligent enquiry into the real difficulties 
of the Gospels, instead of so many spending 
time in knitting cobwebs. But Augustine 
liimself in the very next sentence, descends 
to the unsatisfactory ground of the Har- 
monists, when he adds, “ Though it may he 
also, that when many were calling upon 
Him, all these may have been said, one hy 
one, another hy another.** His mind how- 
ever was not one to rest contented with 
such sophisms ; and all his deeper and more 
earnest sayings are in the truer and freer 
spirit of the above extract. [The above 
remarks are more than ever important, now 
that a reaction towards the low literal har- 
monistic view has set in, and the inspiration 
of the mere letter is set up against those 
who seek for life in searching the real 
spirit of the Scriptures. 1862.] 

26.] The time of this rebuke in the text 
precedes, but in Mark and Luke follows, 
the stilling of the storm. See the last 
note. They were of little faith, in that 
they were afraid of perishing while they 
had on board the slumbering Saviour: 
they were not faithless, for they had re- 
counse to that Saviour to help them. There- 
fore He acknowledges the faith which 
they had; answers the prayer of faith, by 
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the sea^; and there was a great calm. 27 But the men 
marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him ? 

28 And when he was come to the other side into the 
country of the y OergesemSy there met him two possessed 
with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, 

y read, Gadarenes. 


working a perfect calm : but rebukes them 
for not having the stronger, firmer faith, 
to trust Him even when He seemed in- 
sensible to their danger. The symbolic 
application of this occurrence is too striking 
to have escaped general notice. The Saviour 
with the company, of His disciples in the 
ship tossed onithe waves, seemed a typical 
reproduction of the Ark bearing mankind 
on the flood, and a foreshadowing of the 
Church tossed by the tempests of this 
world, but having Him with her always. 
And the personal application is one of 
comfort, and strengthening of faith, in 
danger and doubt. 27. the men] 

The men who were in the ship, besides 
our Lord and His disciples. 28.] 

Among the difficulties attendant on this 
narrative, the situation and name of the 
place where the event happened are not 
the least. Origen discusses the three, Qe- 
rasa, which he found in the text in his 
time, but pronounces to be a city of Arabia, 
having no sea or lake near it, — Oadara, 
which he found in a few MSS., but disap- 
proves, as a city of Judaaa, not near any lake 
or sea with cliffs j — and Qergesa, which he 
says is a cit,^5h the lake of Tiberias, with 
a clift’ hanging over the lake, where the 
spot of the miracle was shewn. Notwdth- 
standing this, it appears very doubtful 
whether there ever was a town named Ger- 
gesha (or -sa) near the lake. There were the 
Gergashites (Joseph, i. 6. 2) in former 
days, but their towns had been destroyed 
by the Israelites at their first irruption, 
and never, that we hear of, afterwards 
rebuilt (see Deut. vii. 1 : Josh. xxiv. 11). 
Gcrasa (now Dscherasch) lies much too far 
to the East. The town of Gadara, alluded 
to in the text, was a strong chief city in 
Pereea, opposite Scy thopolis and Tiberias to 
the East, in the mountain, at whose foot were 
the well-known warm baths. It was on 
the river Hieromax, and sixty stadia from 
Tiberias, a Greek city (see reft*, to Jose- 
phus and Eusebius in my Gr. Test.). It 
was destroyed in the civil wars of the 
Jews, and rebuilt by Pompeius, presented 
by Augustus to King Herod, and after 
his death united to the province of 
Syria. It was one of the#ten cities of De- 


capolis. Burckhardt and others believe 
that they have found its ruins at Omkeis, 
near the ridge of the chain which divides 
the valley of Jordan from that of the sea of 
Tiberias. Tlie territory of this city might 
well extend to the shore of the lake. It 
may be observed, that there is nothing in 
any of the three accounts to imply that 
the city was close to the scene of the 
miracle, or the scene of the miracle close 
to the herd of swine, or the herd of swine, 
at the time of their possession, close to the 
lake. Indeed the expression “ a good wag 
off from themf ver. 30, implies the con- 
trary with regard to the swine. It ap- 
pears, from Burckhardt, that there are 
many tombs in the neighbourhood of the 
ruins of Gadara to this day, hewn in the 
rock, and thus capable of affording shelter. 
It may be well in fairness to observe, that 
“ Oerges&}%€8 ” can hardly have arisen, as 
sometimes represented, entirely from Ori- 
gen’s conjecture, as it pervades so many 
MSS. and ancient (it is true, not the most 
ancient) versions. We cannot say that a 
part of the territory of Gadara may*not 
have been known to those who, like Mat- 
thew, were locally intimate with the shores 
of the lake, by this ancient and generally 
disused name. Still however, we are, I 
conceive, bound in a matter of this kind to 
follow the most ancient extant testimony. 
See further on the parallel places in 
Mark and Luke. two possessed 

with devils] In Mark v. 2, and Luke 
viii. 27, but one is mentioned. All three 
Evangelists have some particulars pecu- 
liar to themselves ; but Mark the most, 
and the most striking, as having evidently 
proceeded from an eye-witness. The “ we 
are mawg ” of Mark is worth noticing, in re- 
ference to the discrepancy of number in the 
two accounts, as perhaps connected with 
the mention of more than one by our 
Evangelist, who omits the circumstance 
connected with that speech. exceed- 
ing fierce] See the terribly graphic ac- 
count of St. Mark (v. 3—6). The dsemo- 
niac was without clothes, which though re- 
lated only by St. Luke (viii. 27), yet, with 
remarkable consistency, appears from St. 
Markus nan’ative, where he is described aa 
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so that no man might pass by that way. And, behold, 
they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, 
[* Jesus y"] thou Son of God? art thou come hither to tor- 
ment us before the time ? And there was a good way 
off from them an herd of many swine feeding. So the 
devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us 
to go away into the herd of swine, And he said unto 
them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into 
* omit. 


sitting, clothedf and in his right mind, at 
Jesus’s feet, after his cure. so that 

no man] Peculiar to this Gospel. 29.] 
before the time, is peculiar to this Gos- 
pel : Son of God, common to all. 

80. a good way off] The Vulgate rendering, 
not far offf does not seem accordant with 
the other accounts, both of which imply 
distance : Mark v. 11 : Luke viii. 32. These, 
especially the first, would seem to imply that 
the swine were on the hills, and the scene 
of the miracle at some little distance, on 
the plain. 31.] St. Mark and St. Luke 
give, as the ground of this request, that 
they might not be sent out of the land = 
into the abj/ss, i. e. out of their permitted 
residence on earth to torment before the 
time in the abyss. See note on Luke. 

32.] This remarkable narrative 
brings before us the whole question of 
DJEMONIAOAL POSSESSIONS in the Gos- 
pels, which I shall treat here once for all, 
and* refer to this note hereafter. I 
would then remark in general, (1. 1) that 
the Gospel narratives are distinctly pledged 
to the historic truth of these occurrences. 
Either they are true, or the Gospels are false. 
For they do not stand in the same, or a 
similar position, with the discrepancies in 
detail, so frequent between the Evangelists ; 
but they form part of that general ground- 
work in which all agree. (2) Nor can it 
be said that they represent the opinion of 
the timcy and use words in accordance with 
it. This might have been difficult to answer, 
but that they not only give such expressions 
as possessed with devils, deemonized (Mark 
V. 16 : Luke viii. 36), and other like ones, 
but relate to us words spoken by the Lord 
Jesus, in which the personality and pre- 
sence of the daemons is distinctly implied. 
See especially Luke xi. 17 — 26. Now either 
our Lord spoke these words, or He did not. 
If He did not, then we must at once set aside 
the concurrent testimony of the Evangelists 
to a plain matter of fact ; in other words 
establish a principle which will overthrow 
equally every fact related in the Gospels. 
Il‘ He did, it is wholly at variance with 


any Christian idea of the perfection of 
truthfulness in Him who was Truth itself, 
to suppose Him to have used such plain 
and solemn words repeatedly, before His 
disciples and the Jews, in fticouragement 
of, and connivance at, a lying supersti- 
tion. (3) After these remarks, it will be 
unnecessary to refute that view of daemo- 
niacal possession which makes it iden- 
tical with mere bodily disease, — as it is in- 
cluded above ; but we may observe, that 
it is every where in the Gospels distin- 
guished from disease, and in such a way 
as to shew that, at all events, the two 
were not in that day confounded. . (See 
ch. ix. 32, 33, and compare Mark vii. 32.) 
(4) The question then arises. Granted the 
plain historical truth of doemoniacal pos- 
session, WHAT WAS IT ? This question, 
in the suspension, or withdrawal, of the 
gift of ‘ discerning of spirits ’ in the mo- 
dern Church, is not easy to answer. But 
we may gather from the Gospel narratives 
some important ingredients for our de- 
scription. The dsemoniac v/iis one whose 
being was strangely interpenetrated {^pos- 
sessed ’ is the most exact word that could 
be found) by one or more of those fallen 
spirits, who are constantly asserted in 
Scripture (under the name of daemons, 
evil spirits, unclean spirits, their chief 
being the devil or Satan) to be the enemies 
and tempters of the souls of men. (See 
Acts v. 3 : John xiii 2, and passim.) He 
stood in a totally different position from 
the abandoned wicked man, who morally is 
given over to the devil. This latter would 
be a subject for punishment; but the 
daemoniac for deepest compassion. There 
appears to have been in him a double will 
and double consciousness — sometimes the 
cruel spirit thinking and speaking in him, 
sometimes his poor crushed self crying out 
to the Saviour of men for mercy ; a ter- 
rible advantage taken, and a personal 
realization, by the malignant powers of 
evil, of the fierce struggle between sense 
and conscience in the man of morally 
divided life. H«ice it has been not im- 
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the he^d of swine : and, behold, the whole herd of swine 
ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished 
in the waters. ^3 that kept them fled, and went 

their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what 


probably supposed, that some of these 
dsemohiacs may have arrived at their 
dreadful state through various progressive 
degrees of guilt and sensual abandonment. 
‘Lavish sin, and especially indulgence in 
sensual lusts, superinducing, as it would 
often, a weakness in the nervous system, 
which is the especial band between body 
and soul, may have laid open these un- 
happy ones to the fearful incursions of 
the powers of darkness/ (Trench on the 
Miracles, p. Ijp.) (5) The frequently urged 
objection. How comes it that this malady 
is not now among us ? admits of an easy 
answer, even if the assumption be granted. 
The period of our Lord’s being on earth 
was certainljr more than any other in the 
history of the world under the dominion 
of evil. The foundations of man’s moral 
being were broken up, and the ‘ hour and 
power of darkness’ prevailing. Trench 
excellently remarks, ‘ It was exactly the 
crisis for such soul-maladies as these, in 
which the spiritual and bodily should be 
thus strangely interlinked, and it is no- 
thing wonderful that they should have 
abounded at that time; for the predo- 
minance of certain spiritual maladies at 
certain epochs of the world’s history, which 
were specially fitted for their generation, 
with their gradual decline and disappear- 
ance in otirel’s less congenial to them, is 
a fact itself admitting no manner of ques- 
tion’ (pp. 162, 163). Besides, as the 
same writer goes on to observe, there can 
be no doubt that the coming of the Son 
of God in the flesh, and the continual 
testimony of Jesus borne by the Church in 
her preacliing and ordinances, have broken 
and kept down, in some measure, the 
grosser manifestations of the power of 
Satan. (See Luke x. 18.) But (6) the 
assumption contained in the objection 
above must not be thus unreservedly 
granted. We cannot tell in how many 
cases of insanity the malady may not even 
now be traced to direct dmmoniacal pos- 
session. And, finally, (7) the above view, 
which 1 am persuaded is the only one 
honestly consistent with any kind of belief 
in the truth of the Gospel narratives, will 
offend none, but those who deny the exist- 
ence of the world of spirits altogether, and 
who are continually striving to narrow the 
limits of our belief in that which is in- 
visible; a view which |it every step in- 


volves difficulties far more serious than 
those from which it attempts to escape. 
But (II.) a fresh difficulty is here found in 
the latter part of the narrative, in which 
the devils enter into the swine^ and their 
destruction follows. (1) Of the reason of 
this permission, we surely are not com- 
petent judges. Of this however we are 
sure, that ‘ if this granting of the request 
of the evil spirits helped in any way the 
cure of the man, caused them to resign 
their hold on him more easily, mitigated 
the paroxysm of their going forth (see 
Mark ix. 26), this would have been motive 
enough. Or still more probably, it may 
have been necessary, for the permanent 
healing of the man, that he should have 
an outward evidence and testimony that 
the hellish powers which held him in 
bondage had quitted him.’ (Trench, p. 172.) 
(2) The destruction of the swine is not for 
a moment to be thought of in the matter, 
as if that were an act repugnant to the 
merciful character of our Lord’s miracles. 
It finds its parallel in the cursing of the 
fig-tree (ch. xxi. 18 — 22) ; and we may 
well think that, if God has appointed so 
many animals daily to be slaughtered for 
the sustenance of men’s bodies. He may 
also be pleased to destroy animal life when 
He sees fit for the liberation or instruction 
of their souls. Besides, if the confessedly 
far greater evil of the possession of men by 
evil spirits, and all the misery thereupon 
attendant, was permitted in God’s in- 
scrutable purposes, surely much more this 
lesser one. Whether there may have been 
special reasons in this case, such as the 
contempt of the Mosaic law by the keepei‘s 
of the swine, we have no means of judg- 
ing: but it is at least possible. (3) The 
fact itself related raises a question in our 
minds, which, though we cannot wholly 
answer, we may yet approximate to the 
solution of. How can we imagine the 
bestial nature capable of the reception of 
dmmoniac influence ? If what has been 
cited above be time, and the unchecked 
indulgence of sensual appetite afforded an 
inlet for the powers of evil to possess the 
human dtemoniac, then we have their in- 
fluence joined to that part of man’s nature 
which he has in common with the brutes 
that perish, the animal and sensual soul. 
We may thus conceive that the same 
aTiiunql and sensual soul in the brute may 
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was befaUen to the possessed of the devils. ^ And, be- 
hold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus : and when 
they saw him, they ^besought him that he would depai:t 
Tuke^v.8. out of their coasts. IX. l And he entered into a ship, and 
Acts xvi. 89. over, and came into his own city. 

^ And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the 
palsy, lying on a bed : and J esus seeing their faith said 
unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, be of good cheer ; thy 
sins be forgiven thee'], 

3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within them- 
*M‘a?kx«: 16 . selves. This man blasphemeth. ^ And Jesus ^knowing 
their thoughts said. Wherefore think ye evil in your 


cxxxb^ 3. hearts ? ^ For whether 


be receptive of similar dromoniacal influence. 
But with this weighty difierence : that 
whereas in man there is an individual, im- 
mortal spirit, to which alone hel6ngs his 
personality and deliberative will and rea- 
son, and there was ever in him, as we 
have seen, a struggle and a protest against 
this tyrant power ; the oppressed soul, the 
real * I,^ calling out against the usurper — 
this would not be the case with the brute, 
in whom this personality and reflective 
consciousness is wanting. And the result 
in the text confirms our view ; for as soon 
as the daemons enter into the swine, their 
ferocity, having no self-conserving balance 
as in the case of man, impels them head- 
long to their own destruction, 34 .] 
This request, which is related by all three 
Evangehsts, was probably not from hu- 
mility, but for fear the miraculous powers 
of our Lord should work them still more 
worldly loss. For the additional particulars 
of tliis miracle, sec Mark v. 15, 16, 18 — 20 : 
Luke viii. 35, and notes. IX. 1 .] Cer- 
tainly this verse should bo the sequel of 
the history in the last chapter. It is not 
connected with the miracle following; — 
which is placed by St. Luke at a different 
time, but with the indefinite introduction 
of came to pass on a certain day.” 

his own city] Capernaum, where 
our Lord now dwelt ; cf. ch. iv, 13. 

2 — 8 .] HBALINa OP A PAEALTTIC AT 
Capeenaitm. Mark ii. 1 — 12 : Luke v. 17 
— 26, in both of which the account is 
rnore particular. 2. their faith] 

Namely, in letting him down through the 
roof, because the whole house and space 
round the door was full, Mark ii. 4. 
their must be supposed to include the sick 
man, who was at least a consenting party 


is easier, to say, Tby sias be for- 

omit. 

to the bold step which they took. These 
words are common to the three Evan- 
gelists, as also thy sins he forgiven.” 

Neander has some excellent re- 
marks on this man^s disease. Either it 
was the natural consequence of sinful in- 
dulgence, or by its means the feeling of 
sinfulness and guilt was more strongly 
aroused in him, and he recognized the 
misery of his disease as the punishment 
of his sins. At all events spiritual and 
bodily pain seem to have been connected 
and interchanged within him, and the 
former to have received accession of 
strength from the presence of the latter. 
Schleiermacher supposes the haste of these 
bearers to have originated in Tfne prospect 
of our Lord^s speedy departure thence ; 
but, as Neander observes, wo do not know 
enough of the paralytic's own state to be 
able to say whether there may not have 
been some cause for it in the man him- 
self. 4 . knowing] lit., seeing ; viz. 

by the spiritual power indwelling in Him. 
See John ii. 24, 25. No other inter- 
pretation of such passages is admissible. 
St. Mark's expression, perceived in his 
spirit,” is more precise and conclusive. 
From wherefore to thine house is common 
(nearly verbatim) to the three Evangelists. 

5.] 111 our Lord's argument it must 

be carefully noted, that He does not ask, 
which is easiest, to forgive sins, or to raise 
a sick man — for it could not be affirmed 
that that of forgiving was easier than this 
of healing — but, which is easiest, to claim 
this power or that, to say Thy sins be 
forgiven thee, or to say. Arise and walk ? 
That (i. e. the former) is easiest, and I will 
now prove my right to say it, by saying 
with effect and Mlith an outward consc- 
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given [J> thee ] ; or to say, Arise, and walk ? « But that 
ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, 
take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 7 And he arose, 
and departed to his house. ® But when the multitudes 
saw it, they ^marmlled^ and glorified Q-gd, which had given 
such power unto men. 

^ And as J esus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, 
named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom : and he 


saith unto him, Follow me. And 

^ omit, 

quence setting its*seal to my tnitli, the 
harder wordjSArise and walk. By doing 
that, which is capable of being put to the 
proof, I will vindicate my right and power 
to do that which in its very nature is in- 
capable of being proved. By these visible 
tides of Goa’s grace I will give you to 
know in what direction the great under- 
currents of His love arc setting, and that 
both are obedient to My word. From 
this, which I will now do openly and be- 
fore you all, you may conclude that it is 
‘no robbery’ (Phil. ii. 6, but see note 
there) upon my part to claim also the 
I)Ower of forgiving men their sins.” Trench 
on the Miracles, p. 206. 6. the Son 

of man] The Messiah : an expression re- 
garded by the Jews as equivalent to ^‘ihe 
Christ, the Son of Ood,** ch. xxvi. 63. 
See also John v. 27. “The Alexandrian 
Fathers, in^heir conflict with the Nes- 
torians, made use of this passage in proof 
of the entire transference which there was 
of all the properties of Christ’s divine 
nature to His human; so that whatever 
one had, was so far common, that it might 
also be predicated of the other. It is quite 
true that had not the two natures been 
indissolubly knit together in a single Per- 
son, no such language could have been 
used; yet 1 should rather suppose that 
‘ Son of Man’ being the standing title 
whereby the Lord was well jfleased to 
designate Himself, bringing out by it that 
He was at once one with humanity, and 
the crown of humanity. He does not so 
use it that the title is every where to be 
pressed, but at times simply as equivalent 
to Messiah.” Trench, p. 208. on 

earth] Distinguished from in heaven,” 
as in ch. xvi. 19 ; xviii. 18. Bengel finely 
remarks, “ This saying savours of heavenly 
origin.” The Son of Man, as God mani- 
fest in man’s fiesh, has on man’s earth 
that power, which in its fountain and 
essence belongs to Godwin heaven. And 


be arose, and followed 

® read, were afraid. 

this not by delegation, but “because He 
(being God) is the Son of Man.” John 
V. 27. then saith he] See a similar 
interchange of the persons in construction, 
Gen. iii. 22, 23. 8. unto men] Not 

plur. for sing. *to a man* nor, *for the 
benefit of men f but to mankind. They 
regarded this wonder-working as some- 
thing by God granted to men — to man- 
kind; and without supposing that they 
had before them the full meaning of their 
words, those words were true in the very 
highest sense. See John xvii. 8. In 
Mark they say, “ We nether saw it in this 
fashion ;” in Luke, have seen strange 
things to-day” 

9—17.] The CALLixa of Matthew; 

THE FEAST CONSEQUENT ON IT : EN- 
QUIRY OF John’s disciples respecting- 

FASTING : — AND OUR LoRD’S ANSWER. 

Mark ii. 13 — 22 : Luke v. 27 — 39. Our 
Lord was going out to the sea to teach, 
Mark, ver. 13. All three Evangelists con- 
nqct this calling with the preceding mira- 
cle, and the subsequent entertainment. 
Tlie real difficulty of the narrative is the 
question as to the identity of Matthew in 
the text, and Levi in Mark and Luke. I 
shall state the arguments on both sides. 
(1) There can be no question that the 
three narratives relate to the same client. 
They are identical almost verbatim : in- 
serted between narratives indisputably 
relating the same occurrences. (2) The 
almost general consent of all ages has sup- 
posed the two persons the same. On 

the other hand, (3) onr Gospel makes not 
the slightest allusion to the name of Levi, 
either here, or in ch. x. 3, where we find 
“ Matthew the publican” among the Apos- 
tles, clearly identified with the subject of 
this narrative : whereas the other two JEvcm- 
gelists, having in this narrative spoken ot 
Levi, in their enumerations of the Apos- 
tles (Mark iii. 18 ; Luke vi. 15), mention 
Matthew without any note of identijica- 
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him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the 
house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat 
down with him and his disciples. ^ And when the Pha- 
risees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your 
jch.xi.i9. Master with ^ publicans and sinners? But when Jesus 

Luke XV. 2. - 

heard that, he said unto them]. They that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick, gQ jq ^^d 


tion with the Levi called on this occasion. 
This is almost inexplicable, on the suppo- 
sition of his having borne both names. 
(4) JEarl/y tradition separates the two 
persons. Clement of Alexandria, quoting 
from Hcracleon the Gnostic, mentions 
Matthew, Philip, Thomas, Levi, and many 
others, as eminent men who had not suf- 
fered martyrdom from a public confession 
of the faith. (5) Again, Origen, when Cel- 
sus has called the Apostles publicans and 
sailors, after acknowledging Matthew the 
publican, adds, “ And there may be also Levi 
a publican among Jesus’s followers. But 
he was not of the number of His Apostles, 
except according to some copies of Mark’s 
Gospel.” It is not quite clear from this, 
whether the copies of Mark substituted 
Levi’s (?) name for Matthew’s, or for some 
other : but most probably the latter. (6) 
It certainly would hence appear, as if 
there were in ancient times an idea that 
the two names belonged to distinct per- 
sons. But in the very passages where it is 
mentioned, a confusion is evident, which 
prevents us from drawing any certain con- 
clusion able to withstand the general 
testimony to the contrary, arising from 
the prima facie view of the Gospel narra- 
tive. (7) It is probable enough that 
St. Matthew, in his own Gospel, would 
mention only his apostolic name, seeing 
that St. Mark and St. Luke also give him 
this name, when they speak of him as an 
Apostle. (8) It is remarkable, as an in- 
dication that St. Matthew’s frequently 
unprecise manner of narration did not 
proceed from want of information, — that 
in this case, when he of all men must have 
been best informed, his own account is the 
least precise of the three. (9) With re- 
gard to the narrative itself in the text, \re 
may observe, that this solemn and peculiar 
call seems (see ch. iv. 19, 22) hardly to 
belong to any hut an Apostle ; and that, 
as in the case of Peter, it here also implies 
a previous acquaintance and discipleship. 
(10) We are told in Luke v. 29, that Levi 
ma^ him a great feast in his house ; and, 
similarly, Mark has ** in his house.” The 


narrative in our text is so closely identical 
with that in Mark, that it is impossible to 
suppose, with Greswell, that a different 
feast is intended. The arguments by 
which he supports hi% view are by no 
means weighty. From the words the 
house, he infers that the house was not 
that of Matthew, but that in which our 
Lord usually dwelt, which he supposes to 
be intended in several other places. But 
surely the article might be used without 
any such significance, or designating any 
particular house, — as would be very likely 
if Matthew himself is here the narrator. 
Again, Greswell presses to verbal accuracy 
the terms used in the accounts, and at- 
tempts to shew them to be inconsistent 
with one another. But surely the time is 
past for such dealing with the historic 
text of the Gospels ; and, besides, he has 
overlooked a great inconsistency in his 
own explanation, viz. that of making in 
the second instance, according to him. 
Scribes and Pharisees present at the feast 
given by a Publican, and exclaiming 
against that which they themselves were 
doing. It was not at, but after the feast 
that the discourse in vv. 11 — 17 took 
place. And his whole inference, that the 
great feast must be the great meal in the 
day, and consequently in the evening, 
hangs on too slender a thread to need 
refutation. The real difficulty, insuperable 
to a Harmonist, is the connexion here of 
the raising of .Taeirus’s daughter with this 
feast : on which see below, ver. 18. 

11.] These Pharisees appear to have been 
the Pharisees of the place : Luke has 
“ their Scribes and Pharisees.” The very 
circumstances related shew that this re- 
monstrance cannot have taken place at the 
feast. The Pharisees say the words to the 
disciples : our Lord hears it. This denotes 
an occasion when our Lord and the dis- 
ciples were present, but not surely inter- 
mixed with the great company cf publi- 
cans. 12. whole . . . sick] Both 

words, in the application of the saying, 
must he subjectively (an ironical 

concession, as Calrin, Meyer) ; as referring 
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learn \^at that meaneth, will have mercy, and iiot 
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, ^ but i iZ* 
sinners [® to repentance^. 

Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why 
do we and the Pharisees “ fast oft, but thy disciples fast 
not? And Jesus said unto them. Can the children of 
the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with 
them ? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall 
be taken from them, and then shall they fast, No man 

® omit, ^ Tender^ SOnS. 

to their respective opinions of themselves ; before : hut also to many other passages, 
as also righteous ^nd sinners, ver. 13 : — in which the Bride is the Church of God, 
not as thougjji the Pharisees were ohjec- the Bridegroom the God of Israel. Sec 
tively either “ whole or “ righteous** especially Isa. liv. 5 — 10 Heb. and E. V. 
however much objective truth ^^sick** As Stier (i. 320, edn. 2) observes, the 
and “ sinners ** may have had as applied article the here must not he considered as 
to the publicans and sinners. merely introduced on account of the para- 

13.] The ^hple of this discourse, with hie, as usual elsewhere, but the parable 
the exception of the citation, is almost itself to have sprung out of the emphatic 
verbatim in Mark, and (with the ad- name, ‘"the bridegprooni.” The sons of 
dition of “ /o repentance**) Luke also, the bridechamber are more than the mere 
14.] According to the detailed nar- guests at the wedding ; they are the 
rative of St. Mark (ii. 18) it was the dis- bridegroom’s friends who go and fetch the 
ciplcs of John and of the Pharisees who bride. the days will come] How 

asked this question. St. Luke continues sublime and peaceful is this early an- 
the discourse as that of the former Phari- nouncement by our Lord of the bitter 
sees and Scribes. This is one of those passage before Him ! Compare the words 
instances where the three accounts imply of our Christian poet : ‘ measuring with 
and confirm one another, and the hints calm presage the infinite descent.’ It has 
incidentally dropped by one Evangelist been asked, “AVhat man ever looked so 
form the prominent assertions of the other, calmly, so lovingly, from such a height 
fasting often of the disciples of down to such a depth ! ” shall be] 
.Tohn mus^Siot be understood as done in more properly, shall have been taken from 
mourning for their master’s imprisonment, them : when His departure shall have 
hut as belonging to the asceticism whidi taken place. and then shall (better, 

John, as a preacher of repentance, incul- will) they fast] These words are not a de- 
cated. On the fasts of the Pharisees, sec claration of a duty, or of an ordinance, as 
Lightfoot in loc. 16. mourn] binding on the Church in the days of her 

^\fasi** Mark and Luke. The difference Lord’s absence : the whole spirit of what 
of these two words is curiously enough one follows is against such a supposition : but 
of Greswell’s arguments for the non- they declare, in accordance with the pa- 
identity of the narratives. Even if there rallel word “ mourn f that in those days 
were any force in such an argument, we they shall have real occasion for fasting ; 
might fairly set against it that the Greek sorrow enough; sec John xvi. 20: — a fast 
word rendered taken is common to all of God’s own appointing in the solemn 
three Evangelists, and occurs nowhere purpose of His will respecting them, not 
else in the N. T. the bridegroom] one of their own arbitrary laying on. 
This appellation of Himself had from our This view is strikingly brought out in 
Lord peculiar appropriateness as addressed Luke, where the question is, “ Can ye 
to the disciples of John. Their master make the sons, &c. fastf i. e. by your 
had himself used the figure, and the very rites and ordinances ? “ but, &c.” and 
word in John hi. 29. Our Lord, in calling then shall they fast : there is no constraint 
Himself the Bridegroom, announces the in this latter case ; they shall (will) fast, 
fulfilment in Him of a whole cycle of And this furnishes us with an analogous 
0. T. prophecies and figures : very pro- rule for the fasting of the Christian life : 
bably with immediate reference to Hosea that it should be the genuine offspring of 
ii., that prophet having been cited just inward and spiritual sorrow, of the sense 
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putteth a piece of S new cloth unto an old ganpent, for 
that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, 
and ^ the rent is made worse, If either do men put new 
wine into old bottles : else the bottles break, and the wine 
runneth out, and the bottles perish : but they put new wine 
into new bottles, and both are preserved. 

18 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there 


& literally, un-fuUed. 

of the absence of the Bridegroom in the 
soul, — not the forced and stated fasts of 
the old covenant, now passed away. It is 
an instructive circumstance that in the 
Keformed Churches, while those stated 
fasts which were retained at their first 
emergence from Popery are in practice 
universally disregarded even by their best 
and holiest sons, — notliing can be more 
affecting and genuine than the universal 
and solemn observance of any real occa- 
sion of fasting placed before them by God^s 
Providence. It is also remarkable how 
uniformly a strict attention to artificial 
and prescribed fasts accompanies a hanker- 
ing after the hybrid ceremonial system of 
Rome. Meyer remarks well that 

then refers to a definite point of time, not 
to the whole subsequent period. 

16.] Our Lord in these two parables con- 
trasts the old and the new, the legal and 
evangelic dispensations, with regard to 
the point on which He was questioned. 
The idea of the tveddiny seems to run 
through them; the preparation of the 
robe, the pouring of the new wdne, are 
connected by this as their leading idea to 
one another and to the preceding verses. 

The old system of prescribed fasts 
for fasting’s sake must not be patched 
with the new and sound piece; the com- 
ificte and beautiful whole of Gospel light 
and liberty must not be engrafted as a 
mere addition on the worn out system of 
ceremonies. For the filling it up, the 
completeness of it, the new patch, by its 
weight and its strength pulls away the 
neighbouring w'eak and loose threads by 
which it holds to the old garment, and a 
worse rent is made. Stier notices the 
prophetic import of tliis parable : in how 
sad a degree the Lord’s saying has been 
fulfilled in the History of the Church, by 
the attempts to patch the new, the Evan- 
gelic state, upon the old worn out cere- 
monial system. ‘Would,’ he adds, ‘that 
we could say in the interpretation, as in 
the parable. No man doeth this!* Tlie 
robe must be all view, all consistent : old 
things, old types, old ceremonies, old 
burdens, sacrifices, priests, sabbaths, and 


“ render, a worse rent IS made. 

holy days, all are passed away : behold 
all things are become new. a worse 

rent is made] a worse rent, because the 
old, original rent was included within the 
circumference of the patch, whereas this 
is outside it. 17.] This parable is 
not a repetition of the prevk as one, but a 
stronger and more exact setting forth of 
the truth in hand. As is frequently our 
Lord’s practice in His parables, He ad- 
vances from the immediate^ subject to 
something more spiritual and higher, and 
takes occasion from answering a cavil, 
to preach the sublimest truths. The gar- 
ment was something outward ; this wine 
is poured in, is * something inward, the 
spirit of the system. The former parable 
respected the outward freedom and simple 
truthfulness of the New Covenant ; this 
regards its inner spirit, its pervading prin- 
ciple. And admirably does the parable 
describe the vanity of the attempt to keep 
the new wine in the old shin, the old cere- 
monial man, unrenewed in the spirit of liis 
mind : the shins are hrohen : the new wine 
is something too living and ^yong for so 
weak a moral frame ; it shafters the fair 
outside of ceremonial seeming; and the 
wine runneth out, the spirit is lost; the 
man is neither a blameless Jew nor a 
faithful Christian ; both are spoiled. And 
then the result : not merely the damaging, 
but the utter destruction of the vessel, — 
the shins perish. According to some ex- 
positors, the new patch and neto wine 
denote the fasting ; the old garment and 
old bottles, the disciples. This view 

is stated and defended at some length by 
Ncander; but I oum seems to me, as to 
I)e Wette, far-fetched. For how can fast- 
ing be called a patch of new (unfulled) 
cloth, or how compared to new wine ? 
And Neander himself, when he comes to 
explain the important addition in Luke 
(on which see Luke v. 39, and note), is 
obliged to change the meaning, and un- 
derstand the new wine of the spirit of the 
Gospel. It was and is the custom in the 
East to carry their wine on a jouniey in 
leather bottles, generally of goats’ skin, 
sometimes of asse^^ or camels’ skin. 
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came certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My 
daughter is even now dead : but come and lay thy hand 
upon her, and she shall live. And Jesus arose, and fol- 
lowed him, and so did his disciples. And, behold, a 
woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve 
years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his gar- 
ment : for she said within herself, If I may but touch 
his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him 
about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good 
comfort; ®thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 
woman was made whole from that hour. And when 
Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels 
and the people making a noise, ^ he said unto them. 

Give place : for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And 
they laughed him to scorn. ^5 when the people were 
put forth; he went in, and took her by the hand, and the 
maid arose. the fame hereof went abroad into aU 

that land. 

18 — 26.] Raising- of Jaeirvs’s designates the particular tassel which was 
DAUGHTER, AND HEALING OF A WOMAN touclicd. 22.] The cure was effected 

with an issue of BLOOD. Mark v. on her touching our Lord's garment, Mark 
21 — 43 ; Luke viii. 41 — 56. In Luke and v. 27 — 29 : Luke viii. 44. And our Lord 
Mark this miracle follows immediately enquired who touched Him (Mark, Luke), 
after the casting out of the devils at for He perceived that virtue 4lad gone out 
Gadara, and our Lord’s recrossing the of Him (Luke). She, knowing what had 
lake to Capernaum ; but without any pre- been done to her, came fearing and trem- 
cise note of time as here. He may well bling, and told Him all. 24.] No 
have been by the sea (as seems implied by inference can be drawn from these words 
Mark and Luke), when the foregoing con- as to the fact of the maiden’s actual 
versation wfth the disciples of John and death ; for our Lord uses equivalent words 
the Pharisees took place. The account in respecting Lazarus (John xi. 11). And if 
the text is the most concise of the three ; it be answered that there He explains the 
both Mark and Luke, but especially the sleep to mean death, wo answer, that this 
latter, giving many additional particulars, explanation is only in consequence of the 
The miracle forms a very instructive point disciples misunderstanding his words. In 
of comparison between the three Gospels, both cases the words are most probably 
18. a certain ruler] A ruler of the used with reference to the speedy awaken- 
synagogue, named Jaeirus. In all except ing which was to follow ; “Think not the 
the connecting words, ** while he spake damsel dead, but sleeping; for she shall 
these things unto them,*^ the account in the soon return to life.” Luke appends, after 
text is summary, and deficient in particu- “ they laughed him to scorn /* — “ knowing 
larity. I have therefore reserved full an- that she was dead/* in which words there 
notation for the account in Luke, which is at least no recognition by the Bvaii- 
see throughout. is even now dead] gelist of a mere apparent death. 

She was not dead, but dying ; at the last 25.] took her by the hand is common to 
extremity St. Matthew, omitting the the three Evangelists. From Luke we 
message from the ruler’s house (Mark v. learn that our Lord said Maid, arise:** 
35 : Luke viii. 49), gives the matter sum- from Mark we have the words He actually 
marily in these words. 20.] The uttered, Talitha Cum : from both we learn 

“ hem,” see ref, Num.. was the fringe or that our Lord only took with him Peter, 
tassel which the Jews were commanded to James, and John, and the father and 
wear on each corner of their outer gar- mother of the maiden, — that she was 
ment, as a sign that they were to be holy twelve years old, — and that our Lord com- 
unto God. The article, ^ in ch. xiv. 36, manded that something should be given 
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27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind ipen fol- 
lowed, crying, and saying. Thou '’son of David, have mercy 
on us. 28 when he was come into the house, the 
blind men came to him : and J esus saith unto them, ’Be- 
lieve ye that I am able to do this ? They said unto him, 
Yea, Lord. 29 Then touched he their eyes, saying. Ac- 
cording fb your faith be it unto you. And their eyes 
were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, 
cch.vin. 4 : ®See that no man know it. But they, when they were 
^ Mwk Yii. departed, spread abroad his fame in all that country. 

32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a 
dumb man possessed with a devil. 33 And when the devil 


her to eat. She was an only daughter, 
Luke vhi. 42. 

27 — 31.] Healing of two blind 
MEN. Peculiar to Matthew. 27.] de- 
parted thence is too vague to bo taken as a 
fixed note of sequence ; for “ thence may 
mean the house of Jaeinis, or the town 
itself, or even that part of the country, — 
as ver. 26 has generalized the locality, and 
implied some pause of time. son of 

Bavid] a title of honour, and of recog- 
nition as the Messiah. It is remark- 
able that, in all the three narratives of 
giving sight^to the blind in this Gospel, 
the title Son of Bavid appears. 

28. the house] perhaps, as Euthymius, 
the house of some disciple. Or, the house 
which our Lord inhabited at Capernaum ; 
or perhaps the expression need not mean 
any particular house, merely, as we some- 
times use the expression, the houses as 
opposed to the open air. to do this] 

i. c. the healing, implied in have mercy 
on usP 29.] Toiiching, or anoint- 

ing the eyes, was the ordinary method 
which our Lord took of impressing on the 
blind the action of the divine power which 
healed them. Ch. xx. 34 : Mark viii. 25 ; 
John ix. 6. In this miracle however wo 
have this peculiar feature, that no direct 
word of power passes from our Lord, but 
a relative concession, making that which 
was done a measure of the faith of the 
blind men : and from the result the degree 
of their faith appears. Stier remarks, 
“ We may already notice, in the history of 
this first period of our Lord^s ministry, 
that, from having at first yielded imme- 
diately to the request for healing. He 
begins, by degrees, to prove and exercise 
the faith of the applicants.’^ 30. 

straitly charged] The word is said to 
mean “ to command with threatening** 

to enjoin austerely.** The purpose of 


our Lord’s earnestness appears to have 
been twofold : (1) that He might not bo 
so occupied and overpressed with applica- 
tions as to have neither time nor strength 
for the preaching of the Gospel : (2) to 
prevent the already -excited people from 
taking some public measure of recognition, 
and thus arousing the malice of the Phari- 
sees before His hour was come. No 
doubt the two men were guilty of an act 
of disobedience in thus breaking the Lord’s 
solemn injunction : for obedience is better 
than sacrifice ; the humble observance of 
the word of the Lord, than the most labo- 
rious and wide-spread will -worship after 
man’s own mind and invention. Trench 
(Miracles, p. 197) well remarks, that the fact 
of almost all the Romish interpreters having 
applauded this act, “ is very characteristic, 
and rests on very deep diftererides.” 

32 — 34.] Healing of a dumb DiE- 
MONTAC. Peculiar to Matthew. The 
word as they went out places this miracle 
in direct connexion with the foregoing. 
This narration has a singular affinity with 
that in ch. xii. 22, or still more with its 
parallel in Luke xi. 14. In both, the same 
expression of wonder follows; the same 
calumny of the Pharisees; only that in ch. 
xii. the daomoniac is said (not in Luke xi.) 
to have been likewise blind. These cir- 
cumstances, coupled with the immediate 
connexion of this miracle with the cure of 
the blind men, and the mention of ‘the 
Son of David ’ in both, have led some to 
suppose that the account in ch. xii. is a 
repetition, or slightly differing version of 
the account in our text, intermingled also 
with the preceding healing of the blind. 
But the supposition seems unnecessary, — 
as, the habit of the Pharisees once being 
to ascribe our Lord’s expulsion of devils 
to Beelzebub, the repetition of the re- 
mark would bo jiatural : — and the other 
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was cast out, tlie dumb spake : and the multitudes mar- 
velled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. ^ But the 
Pharisees said, ^ He casteth out devils through the prince d ch. xu. 24. 
of the devils. And ® Jesus went about all the cities and ® 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and 
every disease \} among the people], But when he saw 
the multitudes, ^ he was moved with compassion on them, fMarkvi.34. 
because they \fainted^ and were scattered abroad, ^as sheep 
having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, Seiclxxxiv. 
^ The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few ; 

33 pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest. 

X. 1 And when he had called unto him his twelve dis- 
ciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all man- 
i omit, ^ read, were harassed. 


coincidences, though considerable, arc not 
exact enough to warrant it. This was a 
dumbness caused by da3moniacal posses- 
sion : for the difference between tliis and 
the natural infirmity of a deaf and dumb 
man, see Mark vii. 31 — 37. 33. so 

seen] viz. the casting out of devils: — 
‘ never was seen io be followed by such 
results as those now manifested.* See 
above. 

35 — 38.] Our Lord’s compassion por 
THE MULTITUDE. Peculiar io Matthew. 
In the same ..my as ch. iv. 23 — 25 intro- 
duces the Sermon on the Mount, so do 
these verses the calling and commission- 
ing of the Twelve. These general de- 
scriptions of our Lord’s going about and 
teaching at once remove all exactness of 
date from the occurrence which follows — 
as taking place at some time during the 
circuit and teaching just described. Both 
the Sermon on the Mount and this dis- 
course are introduced and closed with 
these marks of indefiniteness as to time. 
This being the case, we must have re- 
course to the other Evangelists, by whose 
account it appears (as indeed may be im- 
plied in ch. X. 1), that the Apostles had 
been called to their distinct office some 
time before this. (See Mark iii. 16 : Luke 
vi. 13.) After their calling, and selection, 
they probably remained with our Lord for 
some time before they were sent out upon 
their mission. 36. the multitudes] 

Wherever He went, in all the cities. 

harassed] plagued, — viz. literally, 
with weariness in following Him; or spi- 
VOL. I. 


ritually, with the tyranny of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, their heavy burdens, ch. 
xxiii. 4. scattered abroad] neglected, 
cast hither and thitlier, as sheep would be 
who had wandered from their pasture. 
The context shews that our Lord’s com- 
passion was excited by their being without 
competent spiritual leaders and teachers. 

37.] The harvest was primarily 
that of the Jewish people, the multitudes 
of whom before Him excited the Lord’s 
compassion. Chrysostom remarks that wo 
see not only our Lord’s freedom from vain- 
glory, in sending out his disciples rather 
than drawing all notice to Himself, but 
His wisdom, in giving them this prelimi- 
nary practice for their future work : 
making, as he expresses it, Palcestine a 
palcestra for the world. The Lord, 
says Chrysostom, having given this com- 
mand, does not join them in such a prayer, 
but Himself sends them out as labourers 
— showing plainly that He Himself is the 
Lord of the harvest, and recalling to them 
the Baptist’s image of the threshing-floor, 
and One who shall purge it. 

X. 1 — XL 1.] Mission op the Twelve 
Apostles. Mark vi. 7 — 13 : Luke ix. 1 — 
6, — for the sending out of the Apostles: 
Mark iii. 13—19 : Luke vi. 13— 16,— for 
their names. On the characteristic differ- 
ences between this discourse and that de- 
livered to the Seventy (Luke x. 1 ff.) see 
notes there. Notice, that this is not 

the choosing, but merely the mission of 
the twelve. The choosing had taken place 
some time before, but is not any where dis- 



66 


ST. MATTHEW. 


X. 


ner of disease. ^ Uow the names of the twelve apostles are 
1 John 1.43. these ; The first, Simon, * who is called Peter, and Andrew 

tinctly detailed by tbe Evangelists. i. 13. All seem to follow one common out- 

2.] We have in the N. T.fovr catalogues line, but till it up very differently. The 
of the Apostles: the present one, — and following table will shew the agreements 
those at Mark iii. 16, — Luke vi. 14, — Acts and differences : — 



Matthew x. \ 

Mark iii. 16. 

Luke vi. 14. 

Acts i. 13. 

1 

1 Simon Peter | 

2 

Andrew 

J ames 

Andrew 

John 

3 

James 

John 

James 

James 

4 

John 

Andrew 

John 

Andrew 

6 

Philip 1 

6 


Bartholomew 


Thomas 

7 1 

Thomas 

Matthew 

Bartholomew 

8 1 

Matthew 

Thomas ^ 

Matthew 

9| 

James (the son) of Alphajus. | 

10 

Lebbffius 

Thaddaeus 

Simon called 

Zelotes 

Simon Zelotes 

11 

Simon the C/ananaean 

Judas (the bro.) of flames. 

12 

Judas Iscariotes 

Judas Isearioth 


Vacant. 


From this it appears (1), that in all four 
three clctsses are enumerated, and that 
each class contains (assuming at jirescnt 
the identity of Lebbmus with Thaddaeus, 
and of Thaddseus with Judas (the brother) 
of James), the same persons m^\ four, but 
in different order, with the following ex- 
ceptions; — that (2) Veter y PJdlipf James 
(the son ?) of Alphmus, and Judas Iscariot 
hold the same places in all four, (3) That 
in the first class the two arrangements are 
(a)y that of Matt, and Luke (Gospel), — 
Veter and Andrew, brothers ; James and 
John, brothers ; — i. e. according to their 
order of calling and connexion, and with 
reference to their being sent out in couples, 
Mark vi. 7 : (b) Mark and Luke (Acts), 
— Peter, James, John, (the three princi- 
pal,) and Andrew ; — i. e. according to their 
personal pre-eminence. In the second 
class (r), that of Matt., Mark, and Luke 
(Gospel), — Philip and Bartholomew, Mat- 
thew and Thomas, — i. e. in couples: (d) 
Luke (Acts), — Philip, Thomas, Barth,, 
Matth^ (reason uncertain). In the third 
class (e). Matt, and Mark, — James (the 
son ?) of Alphceus and {Lehb,) Thaddwus, 
Simon the Cananman and Judas Iscariot ; 
i. e. in couples : (/) Luke (Gosp. and Acts) 
James (the son ?) of Alphteus, &mon Zelo- 
tes, Judas (the brother ?) of James 2 iW^Judae 
Iscariot (uncertain), {g) Thus in all four, 
the leaders of the three classes are the 
same, viz. Peter, Philip, and James (tbe 
son?) of Alphteus; and the traitor is 
always last. (4) It would appear then 
that the only difficulties are these two: 


the identity of Lebboous with Thadda3us, 
and with Judas (the brother ?) of J ames, and 
of Simon the Canantean with Simon Zelotes. 
These will be discussed under the names. 

The first] Not only as regards ar- 
rangement, or mere priority of calling, but 
as first in rank among equals. This is clearly 
shewn from James and John and Andrew 
being set next, and Judas Iscariot the 
last, in all the catalogues. We find Simon 
Peter, not only in the lists of the Apostles, 
but also in their history, prominent on 
various occasions before the* rest. Some- 
times he speaks in their name (Matt. xix. 
27 ; Luke xii. 41) ; sometimes answers 
when all are addressed (Matt. xvi. 16 ||) ; 
sometimes our Lord addresses him as 
principal, even among the three favoured 
ones (Matt. xxvi. 40 : Luke xxii. 31) ; 
sometimes he is addressed by others as 
representing the whole (Matt. xvii. 24 : 
Acts ii. 37). He appears as the organ 
of the Apostles after our Lord’s ascen- 
sion (Acts i. 15 ; ii. 14 ; iv. 8 ; v. 29) : the 
first speech, and apparently that which 
decided the Council, is spoken by him. 
Acts XV. 7. All this accords well with the 
bold and energetic character of Peter, and 
originated in the unerring discernment 
and appointment of our Lord Himself, 
who saw in him a person adapted to take 
precedence of the rest in the founding of 
His Church, and shutting (Acts v. 3, 9) 
and opening (Acts ii. 14, 41 ; x. 5, 46) the 
doors of the kingdom of Heaven. That 
however no such idea was current among 
the Apostles as that he was destined to be 
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2 , 3 . 

his broijier ; J ames [} the son\ of Zebedee, and J ohn his bro- 
ther ; ^ Philip, and Bartholomew ; Thomas, and Matthew 
the pubKcan ; J ames [} the sort] of Alphaeus, and Leb- 

^ not expressed in the original. 

^ these words are variotisly read : see note. 


the Frimate of the future Churchy is as 
clear as the facts above mentioned. For 
(1) no trace of such a pre-eminence is 
found in all the Fpistles of the other 
Apostles ; hut when he is mentioned, it is 
cither, as 1 Cor. ix. 5, as one of the Apos- 
tles, one example among many, hut in no 
wise the chief ; — or as in Gal. ii. 7, 8, with 
a distinct account of a peculiar province 
of duty and preaching being allotted to 
him, viz. theip^postlesliip of the circumci- 
sion, (see 1 Pet. i. 1,) as distinguished from 
Paul, to whom was given the apostlcship 
of the uncircumcision; — or as in Gal. ii. 

9, as one of the principal pillars, together 
with James*and John; — or as in Gal. ii. 

11, as subject to rebuke from Paul as from 
an equal. And (2) wherever hy our Lord 
Himself the future constitution of His 
Church is alluded to, or hy the Apostles 
its actual constitution, no hint of any such 
primacy is given (see Tiote on Matt. xvi. 

18), but the whole college of Apostles are 
spoken of as absolutely equal. Matt. xix. 

27, 28 ; XX. 26, 28 : Eph. ii. 20, and many 
other places. Again (3) in the two Epis- 
tles which we have from his own hand, 
there is nothing for, but every thing 
against, such a supposition. He exhorts 
the presbyters as being their co-presbyter 
(1 Pet. V. f) : describes himself as a |mr- 
taker of the glory that shall be revealed : 
addresses his second Epistle to them that 
have obtained the like precious faith with 
ourselves (2 Pet. i. 1) : and makes not the 
slightest allusion to any pre-eminence over 
the other Apostles. So that first here 

must be understood as signifying the pro- 
minence of Peter among the Apostles, as 
well as his early calling. (See John i. 42.) 

called Peter] Or Cephas, so 
named by our Lord Himself (John as 
above) at His first meeting with him, and 
again more solemnly, and wuth a direct 
reference to the meaning of the name. 
Matt. xvi. 18. Andrew] He, in 

conjuncti'^n with John (see note on John 
i. 37 — 41), was a disciple of the Baptist, 
and both of them followed our Lord, on 
their Master pointing Him out as the 
Lamb of God. They did not however 
from that time constantly accompany 
Him, but received a more solemn calling 
(see Matt. iv. 17 — 22 : Luke v. 1 — 11) — in 
the narrative of wliich J*eter is promi- 

F 2 


nent, and so first called as an Apostle, 
at least of those four. James (the son) 
of Zebedee, and John his brother] Part- 
ners in the fishing trade with Peter and 
Andrew, Luke v. 10. 3. Philip, and 

Bartholomew] Philip was called by our 
Lord the second day after the visit of 
Andrew and John, and the day after the 
naming of Peter. He was also of Beth- 
saida, the city of Andrew and Peter, James 
and John. Andrew and Philip are 

Greek names. See John xii. 20 — 22. 
Bartholomew, i. e. in Heb., son of Talmai 
or Tolomceus, has been generally supposed 
to be the same with Nathanael of Cana 
in Oalilee ; and with reason : for (1) the 
name Bartholomew is not his own name, 
but a patronymic : — (2) He follows next 
in order, as Nathanael, in John i. 46, to 
the Apostles just mentioned, with the 
same formula which had just been used 
of Phili})"s own call (ver. 44), — “ Fhilip 
findeth Nathanael — ^(3) He is there, as 
here, and in Mark and Luke (Gospel), in 
connexion with Philip (that he was his 
brother, was conjectured by Dr. Donald- 
son ; but rendered improbiible by the fact 
that John in the case of Andrew a few 
verses above, expressly says “ he findeth his 
own brother Simon, whereas in ver. 46 
no such specification occurs) : — (4) in John 
xxi. 2, at the appearance of our Lord on 
the shore of the sea of Tiberias, Nathanael 
is mentioned as present, where seven 
apostles (“ disciples ”) are recounted. 
Thomas, and Matthew the publican] 
Thomas, in Greek Didymus (the twin). 
John xi. 16 ; xx. 24; xxi. 2. Matthew 
the publican is clearly by this appellation 
identified with the Matthew of ch. ix. 9. 
We hear nothing of him, except in these 
two passages. Dr. Donaldson believed 
Matthew and Thomas to have been twin 
brothers. Eusebius preserves a tradition 
that Thomas's real name was Judas. 

James (the son^ of Alphaus] From John 
xix. 25, some infer (but see note there), 
that Mary the (wife) of Clopas was sister 
of Mary the mother of our Lord. From 
Mark xv. 40, that Mary was the mother of 
James ^Hhe little,” which may be this 
James. Hence it would appear, if these 
two passages point to the same person, 
that Alphteus = Clopas. And indeed the 
two Greek names are but different ways of 
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bseus, whose surname was Thaddoeus] ; ^ Simon the “ Ca- 
naanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. ^ These 
» Bee Acts i. 8. twclvc Jcsus scut forth, and commanded them, sajing, ® Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 

^ read^ Cananaean. 


expressing the Hebrew name. If this 
be so, then this James the Less may f os ‘ 
sihly he “ the brother of the Lord men- 
tioned Gal. i. 19 apparently as an apostle, 
and one of His brethren mentioned 
Matt. xiii. 55 (where see note) (?). But 
on the difficulties attending this view, see 
note on John vii. 5. Lebbaeus] Much 
difficulty rests on this name, both from the 
various readings, and the questions arising 
from the other lists. The received reading 
appears to be a conjunction of the two 
ancient ones, Lcbbaius and Thaddseus : the 
latter of these having been introduced 
from Mark: where, however, one of the 
ancient MSS. has Lebhceus. Whichever of 
those is the true reading, the Apostle him- 
self has generally been supposed to be 
identical wdth “ Judas of James ** in both 
Luke^s catalogues, i. e. (sec note there) 
Judas the brother (Dr. Donaldson sup- 
posed son : see note on Luke xxiv. 13) of 
James, and so son of Alplimus, and com- 
monly supposed to be (?) one of the bre- 
thren of the Lord named Matt. xiii. 55. 
In John xiv. 22 we have a ‘ Judas, not 
Iscariot,’ among the Apostles : and the 
catholic epistle is written by a * Judas 
brother of James.’ What in this case the 
names Lebbteus and Thadda3us are, is im- 
possible to say. So that the whole rests 
on conjecture, which however does not 
(jontradict any known fact, and may be 
allowed as the only escape from the diffi- 
culty. 4. Simon the Cananaean] 

This is not a local name, but is derived 
from Canan, which is equivalent to Zelotes 
(Luke, Gospel and Acts). We may there- 
fore suppose that before his conversion 
he belonged to the sect of the Zealots, who 
after the example of Phinehas (Num. xxv. 
7, 8) took justice into their own hands, and 
punished offenders against the law. This 
sect eventually brought upon Jerusalem its 
destruction. Judas Iscariot] Son of 

Simon ( J ohn vi. 71 ; [xii. 4 various reading;] 
xiii. 2, 26). Probably a native of Keriotli 
in Juda, Josh. xv. 25. Ish Kerioth, a man 
of Kerioth, as Istobus, a man of Tob, 
Joseph, Antt. vii. 6. 1. That the name 
Iscariot cannot be a surname, as Bp. Mid- 
dleton supposes, the expression Judas 
Iscariot the son of Simon” used in all the 
above places of John, clearly proves. Dr. 
Donaldson assumed it as certain that the 


Simon last mentioned was the father of 
Judas Iscariot. But surely this is very 
uncertain, in the case of so common a 
name as Simon. 6 . Baying] If we 

compare this verse with ch. xi. 1, there 
can be little doubt that this discourse of 
our Lord was delivered at one time, and 
that, the first sending of the Twelve. 
How often its solemn injunctions may have 
been repeated on similar occasions we can- 
not say : many of them reeppear at the 
sending of the Seventy in Luke x. 2 ff. 

Its primary reference is to the then 
mission of the Apostles to prepare His 
way ; but it includes, in tl)e germ, in- 
structions prophetically delivered for the 
ministers and missionaries of the Gospel 
to the end of time. It may bo divided 
into THUEE GEEAT POiiTiONS, in cach of 
which different departments of the subject 
are treated, but which follow in natural 
6C(]uencc on one another. In the fiest 
of these (vv. 5 — 15), our Lord, taking up 
the position of the messengers whom He 
sends from the declaration witli which the 
Baptist and He Himself began their mi- 
nistry, “ The Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” gives them commands, mostly lite- 
ral, and of present import, for their mis- 
sion to the cities of Israel. J'his portion 
concludes with a denunciation of judgment 
against that unbelief which should reject 
their preaching. The SECOJVi) (vv.lG — 23) 
refers to the general mission of the Apos- 
tles as developing itself, after the Lord 
should be taken from them, in preaching 
to Jeivs and Oentiles (vv. 17, 18), and 
subjecting them to persecutions (vv. 21, 
22). This portion ends with the end of 
the apostolic period properly so called, 
ver. 23 referring primarily, to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. In this portion there 
is a foreshadowing of what shall be the 
lot and duty of the teachers of the Gospel 
to the end, inasmuch as the ‘coming of 
the Son of Man’ is ever typical of His 
final coming to judgment. Still the direct 
reference is to the Apostles and their mis- 
sion, and the other only by inference. 
The THiED (vv, 24 — 42), the longest and 
weightiest portion, is spoken directly (with 
occasional reference only to the Apostles 
and their mission [ver. 40]) of all disciples 
of the Lord, — their position, — their en- 
couragements, — .their duties, — and finally 
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^Samaribaiis enter ye not : ® but go rather to the ®lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 7 And as ye go preach, saying, 

^The kingdom of heaven is at hand. ^ Heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils : freely 
ye have received, ® freely give. ^ Provide neither gold, dS’.iu. 2 ; iv. 
nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip for your 
journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet ® staves : 
for ^the workman is worthy. of his meat. And into 
whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is 
worthy ; and there abide till ye go thence. And when 

® read, a staff. 


concludes with the last great reward 
(ver. 42). •In these first verses, 5, 6, — 
we have the location; in 7, 8, the pur- 
pose ; in 9, 10, the fitting out ; and in 
11 — 14, the manner of proceeding y — of 
their mission : ver. 15 concluding with a 
prophetic denouncement, tending to im- 
press them with a deep sense of the im- 
portance of the ofiice entrusted to them. 

Samaritans] The Samaritans were 
the Gentile inhabitants of the country 
between .Tudaja and Galilee, consisting of 
heathens whom Shalmaneser king of As- 
syria brought from Babylon and other 
places. Their religion was a mixture of 
the worship of the true God with idolatry 
(2 Kings xvii. 24 — 41). The Jews had no 
dealings with them, John iv. 9. They ap- 
pear to have been not so unready as the 
Jews to receive our Lord and Uis mission 
(John iv. 59 — 4'2 : Imke ix. 51 If., and 
notes) ; — but this prolnbition rested on 
judicial reasons. See Acts xiii. 46. In 
Acts i. 8 the prohibition is expressly taken 
oft*: ‘Ye shall be witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Juda3a, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.^ 
And in Acts viii. 1, 5, 8, we find the re- 
sult. See ch. xv. 21 — 28. 6. the 

lost sheep] See besides reff., ch. ix. 36 : 
John X, 16. 7.] This announcement 

shews the preparatorg nature of this first 
apostolic mission. Compare, as shewing 
the difference of their ultimate message to 
the world, Col. i. 26 — 28. 8. freely, 

&c.] See Acts viii. 18 — 20. 9. Pro- 

vide neither . . .] All the words following 
depend on this verb, and it is explained by 
the parallel expressions in Mark and Luke. 
They were to make no preparations for 
the journey, but to take it in dependence 
on Him who sent them, just as they 
were. This forbidden provision would be 
of three kinds (1) Money : in Mark (vi. 8) 
(literally) “ brass'’ in Luke (ix.3) “ silver 
here all the three current ♦metals in order 


of value, connected by the nor, intro- 
ducing a climax — no gold, nor yet silver, 
nor yet brass — in their girdles (so, lite- 
rally, Luke X. 4). In the Greek it is, 
^ no gold, nor even silver, nor even brass.' 
So again in ver. 10. (2) Food ; here scrip, 

in Mark no scrip, no bread similarly 
Luke. (3) Clothing — neither two coats : 
so Mark and Luke. — neither shoes; in 
Mark expressed by “ he shod with san- 
dals explained in Luke x. 4 by “ carry 
no shoes," i. e. a second pair. — nor yet a 
staff = “ save a staff only " Mark. They 
were not to procure expressly for this 
jo\irney even a staff: they were to take 
with them their usuul staff only. The 
missing of this explanation has probably 
led to the reading staves both here and 
in Luke. If it be genuine, it does not mean 
two staves ; for who would ever think of 
taking a t^pare stall’? but a staff each. 
The whole of this prohibition was tempo- 
rary only ; for their then journey, and no 
more. 8ee Luke xxii. 35, 36. 10. for 

the workman . . .] This is a common truth 
of life — men give one who works for them 
his food and more ; here uttered however 
by our Lord in its highest sense, as applied 
to the workmen in His vineyard. See 
1 Cor. ix. 13, 14 : 2 Cor. xi. 8 : 3 John 8. 
It is (as Sticr remarks, vol. i. p. 352, ed. 2) 
a gross perversion and foolish bondage to 
the letter, to imagine that ministers of 
congregations, or even missionaries among 
the heathen, at this day are bound by the 
literal sense of our Lord’s commands in 
this .passage. But we must not therefore 
imagine that they are not bound by the 
spirit of them. This literal first mission 
was hut a foreshadowing of the spiritual 
subsequent sending out of the ministry 
over the world, which ought therefore in 
spirit every where to be conformed to 
these rules.‘ 11. worthy] Inclined to 
receive you and your message , — worthy 
that you should become his guest. Such 
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ye come into an house, salute it. And if the house he 
worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not 
gps.xixv.i8. worthy, let your peace » return to you. And whosoever 
shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart 
^ActsIiiLsi: out of that house or city, ^ shake off the dust of your feet. 
icbVS'.22,24. 15 Yerily I say unto you, Ht shall be more tolerable for the 
land of ^odom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than 
for that city. 

15 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
k Rom. xvi. 19. wolves : be ye therefore ^ wise as serpents, and ^ harmless 

1 1 Cor. xiv. 20. -r. i p i *11 t t 

ixiv^o. doves. 1 ' But beware oi men : lor they will ^ deliver 
n Acts V. 40. you up to the councils, and they will " scourj^c you in their 


persons in this case would be of the same 
kind as those spoken of Acts xiii. 48 as 
disposed to eternal life^^ (see there). 
The precept in this verse is very much 
more fully set forth by Luke, x. 7 IF. 
till ye go thence] i. e. Until ye depart 
out of the city. 13.] The peace men- 
tioned is that in the customary Eastern 
salutation, Peace be with you. Luke has 
Feace he to this house (x. 5). Compare with 
the spirit of vv. 10— 13,— ch. vii, 6. Stier 
remarks that the spirit of these commands 
binds Christian ministers to all accus- 
tomed courtesies of manner in the coun- 
tries and ages in which their mission may 
lie. So we lind the Greek salutation in- 
stead of the .Jewish form of greeting, 
Acts XV. 23 : James i. 1. And the same 
spirit forbids that repelling official pride 
by which so many ministers lose the adec- 
tions of their people. And this is to be 
without afvy respect to the ivorthiness or 
otherwise of the inhabitants of the house. 
In the case of unworthiness ^ ‘ let your 
peace return (see Isa. xlv. 23) to you,’ 
i. e. * be as though you had never spoken 
it.’ 14.] See Acts, in the references. 

A solemn act which might have two 
meanings : (1) as Luke x. 11 expresses at 
more length, — ' We take nothing of yours 
with i}8, we free ourselves from all con- 
tact and communion with you ; ’ or (2), — 
which sense probably lies beneath both 
this and ver. 13, ‘We free ourselves from 
all participation in your condemnation: 
will have nothing in common with those 
who have rejected God’s message.’ See 
1 Kings ii. 6, where the shoes on the feet 
are mentioned as partakers in the guilt 
of hlood. It was a custom of the Pliari- 
sees, when they entered Judfea from a 
Gentile land, to do this act, as renouncing 
all communion with Gentiles : those then 
who would not receive the apostolic mes- 
sage were to be treated as no longer 


Israelites, but Gentiles. 'Mius the verse 
forms a kind of introduction to the next 
portion of the discourse, where the future 
mission to the Gentiles is treated of. 

The or city brings in the alternative ; 
“ house, if it be a house that rejects you, 
city, if a whole city.” 16.] Tha first 

verily I say unto you; with which ex- 
pression our Lord closes each portion of 
this discourse. day of judgment, 

i. c. of final judgment, = “ that day^* 
Luke X. 12. It must be noticed that this 
denunciatory part, as also the command 
to shake off the dust, applies only to the 
people of Israel, who had been long pre- 
pared for the message of the Gospel by 
the Law and the Prophets, and recently 
more particularly by John the Baptist; 
and in this senses it may still apply to 
the rejection of the Gospel professing 
Christians; but as it was not then ap- 
plicable to the Gentiles, so neither now 
can it be to the heathen who know not 
God. 

16 — 23.] vSecond part of the his- 
COTTRSE. See above on ver. 5, for the 
subject of this portion. 16.] I is not 

without iiK^aning. It takes up again the 
subject of their sending, and reminds them 
Who sent them. send forth, Gr. 

apostello, is in direct connexion with their 
name Apostles. sheep in the midst 
of wolves] This comparison is used of the 
people of Israel in the midst of the Gen- 
tiles, in a Rabbinical work cited by Stier : 
see also Ecclus. xiii. 17. 17. beware] 

The wisdom of the serpent is needed for 
this part of their course ; the simplicity of 
the dove for the take not anxious thought 
in ver. 19. The but turns from the in- 
ternal cliaracter to behaviour in regard 
of outward circumstances. councils] 

See Acts iv. 6, 7 ; v. 40. They are the 
courts of seven (on which see Deut. xvi. 
18), appointed* in every city, to take 
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synagogjues ; and ye shall be brought before ® governors 

and ^ kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and ^xim.iv.w. 

the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no 

thought how or what ye shall speak : for p it shall be given pExod.iv. 12 . 

you in that same hour what ye shall speak, Por it is 

not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which q 2 Sam. xxiii. 

speaketh in you. ^ And the brother shall deliver up the aTrmAv.w 

brother to death, and the father the child: and the chil- rslew.ss.se. 

dren shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to 

be put to death. 22 ye shall be hated of all men for 

my name’s sake : but ® he that endureth to the end shall s ch. xiiv. 18. 

0 ® render, take not anxious thought. 


cognizance oft causes both civil and cri- 
minal, ch. V. 21 : here perhaps put for 
any courts of assembly in general. The 
scourging in the synagogues is supposed 
to have been inflicted by order of the 
Tribunal 01 Three, who judged in them. 

18. and] literally, yea ; and more- 
over; assuming what has just been said, 
and passing on to something more, 
governors — Proconsuls, Proprmtors, Pro- 
curators, as (Pontius Pilate,) Felix, Festus, 
Gallio, Sergius Paulus. kings, as 

(Herod,) Agrippa. The former verse was 
of Jewish persecution j this, of Gentile : 
the concluding words shew that the 
scope of both, in the divine purposes, as 
regarded the Apostles, was the same, viz. 
for a testimony. The testimony is in 
both senses — a testimony to, and against 
them (see ch. viii. 4, note), and refers to 
both sets of persecutors : to them, i. e. the 
Jews (not the rulers and kings/* fox i\\cy 
arc in most cases Gentiles themselves), and 
to the Gentiles. It was a testimony in the 
best sense to Sergius Paulus, Acts xiii. 7, 
but against Felix, Acts xxiv. 25 ; and this 
double power ever belongs to the word of 
God as preached — it is a ‘‘ two-edged 
sword** (Rev. i. 16 ; ii. 12). 19. take 

not anxious (or distracting^ thought] A 
spiritual prohibition, answering to the 
literal one in vv. 9, 10. See Exodus iv. 
12. 80. For it is not ye . . . .] 

This shews the reference of the command 
to a future mission of the Apostles, see 
John XV. 26, 27. (1) It is to be observed 

that oui Lord never in speaking to His 
disciples says our Father, but either my 
Father (ch. xviii. 10), or your Father (as 
here), or both conjoined (John xx. 17) ; 
never leaving it to be inferred that God is 
in the same sense His Father and our Fa- 
ther. (2) It is also to be observed that 
in the great work of God in the world, 
human individuality sinVs down and va- 


nishes, and God alone, His Christ, His 
Spirit, is the worker. 21.] 

Spoken perhaps of official information 
given against Christians, as there are no 
female relations mentioned. But the 

general idea is also included. 22. all 
men] i. e. all else hut your seines ; not, as 
sometimes interpreted, a strong expres- 
sion, intended to signify many, or the 
majority of mankind. but he that 

endureth] In order to understand these 
words it is necessary to enter into the 
charimter of our Lord’s prophecies respect- 
ing His coming, as having an immediate 
literal, and a distant foreshadowed fulfil- 
ment. Throughout this discourse and the 
great prophecy in ch. xxiv., we find the 
first apostolic period used as a typo of the 
whole ages of the Church ; and the ven- 
geance on Jerusalem, which historically 
put an end to the old dispensation, and 
was in its place with reference to that 
order of things, the coming of the Son of 
Man, as a type of the final coming of the 
Lord. These two subjects accompany and 
interpenetrate one another in a manner 
wholly inexplicable to those who are un- 
accustomed to the wide import of Scrip- 
ture prophecy, which speaks very generally 
not so much of events themselves, points 
of time, — as of processions of events, all 
ranging under one great description. 
Thus in the present case there is certainly 
direct reference to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; the end directly spoken of is that 
event, and the shall be saved the preser- 
vation provided by the warning after- 
wards given in ch. xxiv. 15 — 18. And the 
next verse directly refers to the journeys 
of the Apostles over the actual cities of 
Israel, territorial, or where Jews were 
located. But as certainly do all these 
expressions look onwards to the great final 
coming of the Lord, the end of all pro- 
phecy; as certainly the shall be saved 
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be saved. But ‘when they persecute you in this city, 
“■ AotaMi'; flee ye into another : for verily I say unto you, Ye shall 
iiv.8. ■ not '9 have qone over the cities of Israel, “till the Son of man 
be come. 

^ ^ disciple is not above his master, nor the servant 
above his lord. ^5 is enough for the disciple that he be 
v*ifL‘48, master, and the servant as his lord. ^ If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more 
shall they call them of his household? ^6 Yeav them not 
xMarkiv.22. therefore : *for there is nothing covered, that shall not be 

Luke xU. 2. O ' 


revealed ; and hid, that 

P render, 

here bears its fall scripture meaning, of 
everlasting salvation ; and the endurance 
to the end is the finished course of the 
Christian; and the precept in the next 
verse is to apply to the conduct of 
Christians of all ages with reference to 
ersecution, and the announcement that 
ardly will the Gospel have been fully 
preached to all nations (or, to all the 
Jewish nation^ i. c. effectually) when the 
Son of Man shall come. It is most im- 
portant to keep in mind the great pro- 
phetic parallels which run through our 
Lord’s discourses, and are sometimes sepa- 
rately, sometimes simultaneously, pre- 
sented to us by Him, 

24 — 42.] Third part op the dis- 
course. See note on vcr. 5. It treats of (I.) 
the conflicts (vv. 24 — 26), duties (vv. 26-- 
28), and encouragements (vv. 28 — 32) of all 
Christ’s disciples. (II.) The certain issue 
of this fight in victory ; the confession by 
Christ of those who confess Him, set in 
strong light by the contrast of those who 
deny Him (vv. 32, 33) ; the necessity of 
conflict to victory, by the nature of Christ’s 
mission (vv. 34 — 37), the hind of self- 
devotion which he requires (vv. 37 —39) : 
concluding with the solemn assurance that 
no reception of His messengers for His 
sake, nor even the smallest labour of love 
for Him, shall pass without its final 
reward. Thus we are carried on to the 
end of time and of the course of the 
Church. 24.] This proverb is used 

in dilferent senses in Luke vi. 40 and 
John xiii. 16. The view here is, that dis- 
ciples must not expect a better lot than 
their Master, but be well satisfied if they 
have no worse. The threefold relation of 
our Lord and His followers here brought 
out may thus be exemplified from Scrip- 
ture: disciple and teacher. Matt. v. 1; 
xxiii. 8 : Luke vi. 20 ; servant and lord. 


shall not be laiown. What I 
finish. 

a 

John xiii. 13 : Luke xii. 35 — 48 : Rom. i. 
1 : 2 Pet. i. 1 : Jude 1 ; master of the 
house and household, Matt. xxvi. 26 — 29 || : 
Luke xxiv. 30 : Matt. xxiv. 45 ft*. |1. 

25. Beelzebub] (or— bul) (ulither Mord 
of dung,’ — or, as in 2 Kings i. 2, ^ lord of 
fiies,’ — a god worshipped at Ekron by the 
Philistines ; there is however another 
derivation more probable than either of 
these, from baal, lord, and zehoul, a house, 
by which it would exactly correspond to 
the term used.) — A name by which the 
prince of the devils was called by the Jews, 
ch. xii. 24, — to whicli accusation, probably 
an usual one (see ch. ix. 34), and that in 
John viii. 48, our Ijord probably refers. 
In those places they had not literally 
called Him Beelzebub, but He speaks of 
their mind and intention in those charges. 
They may however have literally done so 
on other unrecorded occasions. 26 ] 

The force of this is : ‘ Notwithstanding 
their treatment of Me your Master, Mine 
will be victory and triumph ; therefore ye, 
My disciples, in your turn, need not fear.’ 
Compare Rom. viii. 37. for there 

is nothing] This solemn truth is again 
and again enounced by our Lord on 
different occasions, and with different 
references. See Luke viii. 17; xii. 2. 
The former part of the verse drew com- 
fort and encouragement from the past: 
this does so from the future. ‘ All that is 
hidden must be revealed — (1) it is God’s 
purpose in His Kingdom that the ever- 
lasting Gospel shall bo freely preached, and 
this purpose ye serve. (2) Beware then of 
hypocrisy (see Luke xii. 2) through fear of 
men, for all such will be detected and 
exposed hereafter : and (3) fear them not, 
for, under whatever aspersions ye may 
labour from them, the day is coming which 
shall clear you and condemn them, if ye 
are fearlessly doing the work of Him that 
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tell yoi^ in darkness, that speak ye in light : and what ye 
hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 28 ^.nd 
y fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul : but rather fear him which is able to destroy ^ 
toth soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold 


sent you’ (ch. xiii. 43). 27.] An 

expansion of the duty of freeness and 
boldness of speech implied in the last 
verse. The words may hear two meanings : 
either (1) that which Chrysostom gives, 
taking the expressions relatively, of His 
speaking to them only, and in a little 
corner of Palestine, as compared with the 
subsequent publicity of the Word ; or (2) 
as this part of thc.discourse relates to the 
future princijkally, the secret speaking may 
mean the communication which our Lord 
would hold with them hereafter by His 
Spirit, which they were to preach and pro- 
claim. See^Acts iv. 20. These senses do 
not exclude one another, and are possibly 
both implied. There is no need, with 
Lightfoot and others, to suppose any allu- 
sion to a custom in the synagogue, in the 
words hear in the ear. They are a com- 
mon expression, derived from common 
life : we have it in a wider sense Acts xi. 
22, and Gen. 1. 4. upon the house- 
tops] On the flat roofs of the houses. 
Thus we have in Josephus, Going up on 
the roof, and with his hand quieting their 
tumult ... he said . . . .” 28.] On 

the latter part of this verse much question 
has of late been raised, which never was, 
as far as I have been able to find, known 
to the older inteiqn’eters. Stier desig- 
nates it as ‘ the only passage of Scripture 
whose words may equally apply to God 
and the enemy of souls.’ He himself is 
strongly in favour of the latter interpre- 
tation, and defends it at much length ; 
hut I am quite unable to assent to his 
opinion. It seems to me at variance with 
the connexion of the discourse, and with 
the universal tone of Scripture regarding 
Satan. If such a phrase as “ to fear the 
devil ” could be instanced as equivalent to 
“ to guard against the devil,” or if it could 
be shewn that any where power is attributed 
to Satan analogous to that indicated by 
able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell,” I should then be open to the doubt 
whether he might not here bo intended; 
but seeing that fear not,” indicating ter- 
ror, is changed into ^‘fear ” so usually fol- 
lowed by “ God ” in a higher and holier 
sense (there is no such contrast in ver. 26, 
and therefore that verse cannot be cited 
as ruling the meaning of this), and that 
God alone is throughout the Scripture 


the Almighty dispenser of life and death 
both temporal and eternal, seeing also 
that Satan is ever represented as the con- 
demned of God, not one able to destroy, I 
must hold by the general interpretation, 
and believe that both here and in Luke xii. 
3 — 7 our Heavenly Father is intended, as 
the right object of our fear. As to this 
being inconsistent with the character in 
which He is brought before us in the next 
verse, the very change of meaning in 
*^fear” would lead the mind on, out of 
the terror before spoken of, into that 
better kind of fear always indicated by 
that expression when applied to God, and 
so prepare the way for the next verse. 
Besides, this sense is excellently in keep- 
ing with ver. 29 in another way. ‘ Fear 
Him who is the only Dispenser of Death 
and Life : of death, as here ; of life, as in 
the case of the sparrows for whom He cares.’ 

* Fear Him, above men : trust Him, in spite 
of men.’ In preparing the 2nd edn. of 
my Greek Test., I carefully reconsidered the 
whole matter, and went over Stier’s argu- 
ments with the connexion of the discourse 
before me, but found myself more than 
ever persuaded that it is quite impossible, 
for the above and every reason, to apply 
the words to the enemy of souls. The 
similar passage, James iv. 12, even in the 
absence of other considerations, would bo 
decisive. Full as his Epistle is of our 
Lord’s words from this Gospel, it is hardly 
to he doubted that in “ there is one lawgiver 
\^and judge^ who is able to save and to 
destroy,” he has this very verse before him. 
The depth of this part of the discourse I 
take to be, the setting before Christ’s mes- 
sengers their Heavenly Father as the sole 
object of childlike trust and childlike fear 
— the former from His love, — the latter 
from His power, — His power to destroy, it 
is not said, them, but absolute, body and 
soul, in hell. Hero is the true depth of 
the discourse ; but if in the midst of this.* 
great subject, our Lord is to be conceived 
as turning aside, upholding as an object of 
fear the chief enemy, whose ministers and 
subordinates He is at the very moment 
commanding us not to fear, and speaking 
of him as he that is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell, to my mind ^ true 
and deep connexion is broken. 

29 . ■parrows] any small birds. a far- 
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for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall, on the 
' ground without your Father, so * the very hairs of 

ii®“ Acir your head are aU numbered, s' Fear ye not therefore, ye 
a Bom. X. 9, 10 . moie valuG tnan many sparrows. 32 a ^j^QgQgyej. 

b Rev. ill. 6. therefore shall confess me before men, ^hun will I confess 
also before my Father which is in heaven. 33 ® who- 

soever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny be- 
dLukexii.49 fore my Father which is in heaven. 34 d Think not that I 
am come to send peace on earth : I came not to send peace, 
aMicAH^di.e. but a sword. 35 Por I g^n come to set a man ^at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36 » And 
bLukexiv. 2 e. g man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37 ^ jjg 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me : and he that loveth son or daughter more than me 
c ch. xvi. 24. jg worthy of me. 38 c And he that taketh not his cross, 
d joimxu. 26 . and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 djj^ 

^ findeth his life shall lose it : and he that ® loseth his life 

^ literallify behind. ^ render^ hath found. 

® render, hath lost. 


thing] Gr. assarion. This word, de- 
rived from ‘ as,* was used in Greek and 
Hebrew to signify the meanest, most insig- 
nificant amount. fall on the ground] 
which birds do when struck violently, or 
when frozen, wet or starved : it is there- 
fore equivalent to die : “ not one of 
them is forgotten before Qod** Luke 
xii. 6. 30.] See 1 Sam. xiv. 45 : Luke 

xxi. 18 : Acts xxvii. 34. The your is 
emphatic, corresponding to the ye at the 
end of ver. 31. But the emphatic ye 
spoken directly to the Apostles, is gene- 
ralized immediately by the whosoever in 
ver. 32. 32. confess me] The context 

shews plainly that it is a practical con- 
sistent confession which is meant, and also 
a practical and enduring denial. The Lord 
will not confess the confessing Judas, nor 
deny the denying Peter j the traitor who 
denied Him in act is denied ; the Apostle 
who confessed Him even to death will be 
confessed. Cf. 2 Tim. ii. 12. We may 
observe that both in the Sermon on the 
Mount (ch. vii. 21 — 23) and here, after 
mention of the Father, our Lord describes 
Himself as the Judge and Arbiter of 
eternal life and death, 34.] In Luke 
xii. 61 — 53 this announcement, as here, is 
closely connected with the mention of our 
Lord’s own sufferings (ver. 38). As He 
won His way to victory through the con- 
tradiction of sinners and strife, so must 


those who come after Him. The imme- 
diate reference is to the divisions in fami- 
lies owing to conversions to Christianity. 
Ver. 35 is quoted nearly literally from 
Micah vii. 6. When we read in Com- 
mentators that these divisions were not 
the purpose, hut the inevitable results 
only, of the Lord’s comingj^. we must 
remember that with God, results are all 
purposed. 37.] Compare Deut. 

xxxiii. 9, and Exod. xxxii. 26 — 29, to which 
passages this verse is a reference. Stier 
well remarks, that under the words worthy 
of me there lies an exceeding great reward 
which counterbalances all the seeming 
asperity of this saying. 38.] How 

strange must this prophetic announce- 
ment have seemed to the Apostles ! It 
was no Jewish proverb (for crucifixion was 
not a Jewish punishment), no common 
saying, which our Lord here and so often 
utters. See ch. xvi. 24 : Mark x. 21 : 
Luke ix. 23. He does not here plainly 
mention His Cross; but leaves it to be 
understood, see ver. 25. This is one of 
those sayings of which John xii. 16 was 
eminently true. 39. his life ... it] 
refer to the same thing, but in somewhat 
different senses. The first “ life ” is the 
<^f this world, which we here all count 
so dear to us ; the second, implied in ‘‘ it,” 
the real life of man in a blessed eternity, 
hath found = “ loveth,** John xii. 
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XL 1, 2. 

for my gake shall find it. ^ ® He that receiveth you re- 
ceiveth me, and ^he that receiveth me receiveth him that f 
sent me. ^ He that receiveth a prophet in the name of 
a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that 
receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man 
shall receive a righteous man’s reward. ^ And whoso- ^ jje 
ever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup IJ; 
of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say 
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

XI. 1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an 
end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence 
to teach and to preach in their cities. ^ Now when John 


25 = “ will save,** Mark viil. 35. The 
past participles are used in anticipation, 
with reference to that day when the loss 
and ^ain shall become apparent. But hath 
found” and “hath lost” are again some- 
what different in position : the first imply- 
ing earnest desire to save, but not so the 
second any will or voluntary act to destroy. 
This is brought out by the for my sake, 
which gives the ruling providential ar- 
rangement whereby the losing is brought 
about. But besides the primary meaning 
of this saying as regards the laying dowm 
of life literally for Christ’s sake, we cannot 
fail to recognize in it a far deeper sense, 
in which he who loses his life shall find 
it. In Luke ix. 23, the taking up of the 
cross is to be “ daUy ; ” in ch. xvi. 24 jj Mk. 
“ let him d^ng himself’’ is joined with it. 
Thus we have the crucifying of the life of 
this w^orld, — the death to sin spoken of 
Kom. vi. 4 — 11, and life unto God. And 
this life unto God is the rt^al, true life, 
which the self-denier shall find, and pre- 
serve unto life eternal. 8ee John xii. 25 
and note. 40.] Here in the conclu- 

sion of the discourse, the Lord recurs 
again to His Apostles whom He was send- 
ing out. From ver. 32 has been connected 
with whosoever, and tlierefore general. 

receiveth, see ver. 14; but it 
has here the wider sense of not only 
receiving to house and board, — but re- 
ceiving in heart and life the message of 
which the Apostles were the bearers. On 
the sense of the verse, see John xx. 21, 
and on him that sent me, “ I send you’* 
ver. 16, and Heb. iii. 1. There is a dif- 
ference between the representation of 
Christ by His messengers, which at most 
is only official, and even then broken by 
personal imperfection and infirmity (see 
Gal. ii. 11 i iv. 13, 14),— -and the perfect 
unbroken representation of the Eternal 


Father by His Blessed Son, John xiv. 9 : 
Heb. i. 3. 41. a prophet’s reward] 

either, such a reward as a prophet or a 
righteous man would receive for the like 
service, — or, such a reward as a prophet or 
a righteous man shall receive as such. 
Chrysostom. in the name of] i. e. 

because he is : i. e. ‘for the love of 
Christ, whose prophet he is.’ Tlie sense 
is, ‘ He wdio by receiving (see above) a 
prophet because he is a prophet, or a holy 
man because he is a holy man, recognizes, 
enters into, these states as ap|)ointed by 
Me, shall receive the blessedness of these 
states, shall derive all the spiritual benefits 
which these states bring with them, and 
share their everlasting reward.’ 

42. these little ones] To whom this 
applies is not very clear. Hardly, as some 
think, to the despised and meanly -esteemed 
for Christ’s sake. 1 should rather imagine 
some children may have been present : for 
of such dotis our Lord elsewhere use this 
term, see eh. xviii. 2 — 6. Though perha])s 
the expression may be meant of lower and 
less advanced converts, thus keeping up 
the gradation from the prophet. This 
however hardly seems likely : for how 
could a diseiple be in a downward grada- 
tion from a righteous man ? his 

(i. e. the doer’s) reward : not, ‘ the reward 
of one of these little ones,’ as before a 
prophet’s reward, a righteous man’s re- 
ward. XI. 1. thence] No fixed lo- 

cality is assigned to the foregoing dis- 
course. It was not delivered at Caper- 
naum, but on a journey, see ch. ix. 35. 

their cities is also indeterminate, ns 
in ch. iv. 23 ; ix. 35. 

2—30.] MESsAaE of enquiky feom 
THE Baptist : our Lord’s answer, 

AND DISCOimSE THEREON TO THE MUL- 
TITUDE. Luke vii. 18 — 35. There have 
been several different opinions as to the 
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“ had heard ‘in the prison the works of Christ, he sent * tm 

t read, by means of. 


reason why this enquiry was made. I will 
state them, and append to them my own 
view. (1) It has been a very generally 
received idea that the question was asked 
for the sake of the discijples themselves^ 
with the sanction of thoir master, and for 
the purpose of confronting them, who 
were doubtful and jealous of our Lord, 
with, the testimony of His own mouth. 
This view is ably maintained by Chrysos- 
tom, and has found strenuous defenders in 
our own day. The objections to it are, — 
that the text evidently treats the question 
as coming from John himself ; the answer 
is directed to John ; and the following dis- 
course is on the character and position of 
John. These are answered by some with 
a supposition that John allowed the en- 
quiry to he made in his name 5 but surely 
our Saviour would not in this case have 
made the answer as we have it, which 
clearly implies that the object of the 
miracles done was John^s satisfaction. 
(2) The other great section of opinions on 
the question is that which supposes doubt 
to liave existed, for some reason or other, 
in the Baptist’s own mind. This is upheld 
by Tertullian and others, and advocated 
by De Wettc, who thinks that the doubt 
was perhaps respecting not our Lord’s 
mission, but His way of manifesting Him- 
self, which did not agree with the theo- 
cratic views of the Baptist. This he con- 
siders to be confirmed by vcr. 6. Olshauscn 
and Neander suppose the ground of the 
doubt to have lain partly in the Mes- 
sianic idea of the Baptist, j)artly in the 
weakening and bedimming effect of impri- 
sonment on John’s mind. Lightfoot car- 
ries this latter still further, and imagines 
that the doubt arose from dissatisfac.tion at 
not being liberated from prison by some 
miracle of our Lord. Others have sup- 
posed that John, perplexed by the various 
reports about the worker of these mitacles, 
sent his disciples to ascertain whether it 
was really Ho who had been borne witness 
to by himself. (3) It appears to me that 
there are objections against each of the 
above suppositions, too weighty to allow 
either of them to be entertained. There 
can be little doubt on the one hand, that 
our Saviour’s answer is directed to John, 
and not to the disciples, who are bona fide 
messengers and nothing more ; — Go and 
shew John ” can I think bear no other in- 
terpretation : and again the words ** blessed 
is he, whosoever shall not he offended in 
me** must equally apply to John in the 
first place, so that, in some sense, he had 


been oflended at Christ. On the other 
hand, it is exceedingly difficult to suppose 
that there can have been in John’s own 
mind any real doubt that our Lord was 
He that should come, seeing that he him- 
self had borne repeatedly such notable 
witness to Him, and that under special 
divine direction and manifestation (see ch. 
iii. 16, 17 : John i. 26—37). The 
idea of his objective faith being shaken by 
his imprisonment is quite inconsistent not 
only with John’s character, but with our 
Lord’s discourse in this place, whose de- 
scription of him seems almost framed to 
guard against such a rupposition. 

The last hypothesis above > mentioned is 
hardly probable, in the fonn in which it is 
put. We can scarcely imagine that John 
can have doubted who this Person was, or 
have been confounded by tlie, discrordant 
rumours -which reached him about His 
wonderful works. But that one form of 
this hypothesis is the right one, I am cer- 
tainly disposed to believe, until some more 
convincing considerations shall induce me 
to alter my view. (4) The form to which 
I allude is this : John having heard all 
these nqiorts, being himself fully con- 
vinced Who this Wonderworker was, was 
b(K*oming impatient under the slow and 
unostentatious course of our Lord’s self- 
manifestation, and desired to obtain from 
our Lord’s own mouth a declaration which 
should set such rumours at rest, and (pos- 
sibly) which might serve for a public 
profession of His Messiahship, from -udiieh 
hitherto He had seemed to shrink. Ho 
thus incurs a share of the same rebuke 
which the mother of our Lord reccivetl 
(John ii. 4) ; and the purport of the an- 
sw^er returned to him is, that the hour 
was not yet come for such an open de- 
claration, but that there were sufficient 
proofs given by the works done, to render 
all inexcusable, who should be oflended in 
Him. And the return message is so far 
from being a satisfaction designed for the 
disciples, that they are sent back like the 
messenger from Gabii to Sextus Tar- 
quinius, with indeed a significant narra- 
tive to relate, but no direct answer ; they 
were but the intermediate transmitters of 
the symbolic message, known to Him who 
sent it, and him who received it. It is 
a fact not to be neglected in connexion 
with this solution of the difficulty, that 
John is said to have heard of the works, 
not of Jesus, but of (the) Christ: the 
only place where that name, standing 
alone, is given to^our Lord in this Gospel. 
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of his disciples, ^ and said unto him, Art thou ^he that ^ w- 
should come, or do we look for another? ^ Jesus an- JJ: fohlivi’. 
swered and said unto them. Go and shew John again those cil.xxix.is: 
things which ye do hear and see : ^ the ® blind receive xU5.7. [ John 
tfieir sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and ^ the poor ^have ^LukeVvA’s. 
the gospel preached to them : ® and blessed is he, whoso- e lea. vlii. 14, 
ever shall not ®be offended in me. 

7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the 
multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness to ^see? ^a reed shaken with the wind ? 

^ liter all i{, are evangelized. 

^ rersder^ gaze upon, (the toord in uv. 8, 9, is different)) 


So that it would seem as if the Evangelist 
had purposely avoided saying of Jesus, 
to shew that the works were reported to 
John not as\hoso of the Person whom he 
had known as Jesus, but of the Deliverer 
— the Christ; and that he was thus led 
to desire a distinct avowal of the identity 
of the two. I have before said that the 
opening ])art of the ensuing discourse seems 
to have been designed to jircvent, in the 
minds of the multitude, any such un- 
worthy estimations of John as those above 
cited. The message and the answer 
might well beget such suspicions, and 
could not from the nature of the case be 
explained to them in that deeper meaning 
which they really bore ; but the character 
of John here given would ellcctually pre- 
vent them,'*aftcr hearing it, from enter- 
taining any such idea. 2. had 

heard] Prom his oivn disciples, Luke vii. 
18. The place of his imprisonment was 
Machserus, a frontier town between the 
dominions of Aretas and Herod Antipas. 
Our Lord in that hour wrought many 
cures, Luke ver. 21. Verses 4 — 6 are nearly 
verbatim in the two Gospels. 5.] The 
words the dead are raised up have occa- 
sioned some difficulty ; but surely without 
reason. In Luke, the raising of the 
widow’s son at Nain immediately precedes 
this message ; and in this Gospel we have 
had the ruler’s daughter raised. These 
miracles might be referred to by our Lord 
under the words the dead are raised 
up ; for it is to be observed that He bade 
them tell John not only what things they 
saw, but what things they had heard, as 
in Luke. It must not be forgotten 
that the words here used by our Lord 
have an inner and spiritual sense, as 
betokening the blessings and miracles of 
divine grace on the souls of men, of 


which His outward and visible miracles 
were symbolical. The words are mostly 
cited from Isa. xxxv. 5, where the same 
spiritual meaning is conveyed by them. 
They are quoted here, as the words of Isa. 
liii. are by the Evangelist in ch. viii. 17 
as applicable to their partial external ful- 
filment, which however, like themselves, 
pointed onward to their greater spiritual 
completion. the poor have the 

gospel preached to them (are evange- 
lized)] Stier remarks the coupling of these 
miracles together, and observes that with 
the dead are raised, this is united, as being 
a thing hitherto unheard of and strange, 
and an especial fulfilment of Isa. Ixi. 1. 

6.] See note on ver. 2. offended 
in] scandalized at, take offence at. 

7—30.] The discourse divides itself into 
Tvro PARTS : (1) vv. 7—19, the respective 
characters and mutual relations of John 
and Christ : (2) vv. 20 — 30, the condem- 
nation of the unbelief of the time — ending 
with the gracious invitation to all the 
weary and heavy laden to come to Sim, 
as truly He that should come. 

7.] The following verses set forth to the 
people the real character and position of 
John ; identifying him who cried in the 
wilderness with him who now spoke from 
his p'ison, and assuring them that there 
was the same dignity of office and mission 
throughout. They are not spoken till 
after the departure of the disciples of 
John, probably because they were not 
meant for them or John to hear, but for 
the people, who on account of the question 
which they had heard might go away with 
a mistaken depreciation of Jolm. And our 
Lord, as usual, takes occasion, from re- 
minding them of the impression made on 
them by John’s preaching of repentance, 
to set forth to them deep truths regarding 
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® But what went ye out for to see ? a man clothe^ in soft 
raiment ? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ 
houses. ^ But what went ye out for to see ? a prophet ? 

*^Si*26:Luke ^ y^^> ^ prophet. For 

tWs is he, of whom it is written, ^ Behold, I send my mes- 
L^ke 1 . 76 . senger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thee. ‘Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen a greater than John the 
Baptist : notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom 


His own Kingdom and Office. 

8. But] i. e. what was it, if it was not 
that ? what went ye out] The 

repetition of this question, and the order 
of the suggestive answers, are remarkable. 
The first sets before them the scene of 
their desert pilgrimage — the banks of Jor- 
dan with its reeds, but no such trifles 
were the object of the journey : this sug- 
gestion is rejected without an answer. 
The second reminds them that it was a 
man — but not one in soft clothing, for 
such are not found in deserts. The third 
brings before them the real object of their 
pilgrimage in his holy office, and even 
amplifies that office itself. So that the 
great Forerunner is made to rise gradually 
and sublimely into his personality, and 
thus his preaching of repentance is revived 
in their minds. in soft raiment] 

Contrast this with the garb of John as 
described ch. iii. 4. Such an one, in soft 
raiment, might be the forerunner of a 
proud eartlily prince, but not the preacher 
of repentance before a humble and sufier- 
ing Saviour j might be found as the courtly 
flatterer in the palaces of kings, but not 
as the stem rebuker of tyrants, and 
languishing in their fortress dungeons. 

9.] We read, ch. xxi. 26, that 
' all accounted J ohn as a prophet.' — 
John was more than a prophet, because 
he did not write of, but saw and pointed 
outy the object of his prophecy and be- 
cause of his proximity to the kingdom of 
God, He was moreover more than a pro- 
phet, because he himself was the subject 
as well as the vehicle of prophecy. But 
with deep humility he applies to himself 
only that one, of two such prophetic pas- 
sages, which describes him as a voice of 
one cryingy and omits the one which gives 
him the title of mg messenger y here cited 
by our Lord. 10. thy] Our Lord here 
changes the person of the original pro- 
phecy, which is mg. And tliat He does 
§ 0 , mAing that which is said by Jehovah 
of HimseK, to be addressed to the Mes- 
siah, is, if such were needed (compare also 


Luke i. 16, 17, and 76), no mean indica- 
tion of His own eternal and co-equal God- 
head. It is worthy of remark that all 
three Evangelists quote this prophecy 
similarly changed, altlibugl^, St. Mark has 
it in an entirely difterent place. Also, 
that the high dignity and honour, which 
our Lord here predicates of the Baptist, 
has a further reference : He was thus 
great above all others, because he was the 
forerunner of Christ. How great then 
above all others and him, must HE be. 

11. hath . . . risen] Not merely a 
word of course, but especially used of pro- 
phets and judges, see relf., and once of our 
Saviour Iliinself, Acts v. 30. he 

that is least] This lias been variously ren- 
dered and understood. Chrysostom and 
other ancient interpreters, put the pause 
after least f and take the words “ ia the 
Kingdom of heaven with what follows ; 
understanding “ he that is least " of our 
Lord. But such an interpretation is 
surely adverse to the spirit of the whole 
discourse. We may certainly Say that our 
Lord in such a passage as this would not 
designate Himself as “ he that is least '' 
compared with John, in any sense ; nor 
again is it our Ijord's practice to speak of 
Himself as one in the Kingdom of heaven, 
or of His own attributes as belonging to 
or dependent on that new order of things 
which this expression implies, and which 
was in Rim rather than He in it. Again, 
the analogy of such passages as Matt. v. 
19 ; xviii. 1, would lead us to connect the 
preceding adjective least with in the King- 
dom of heaven, and not the following. 
The other, the usual interpretation, I 
am convinced, is the right one : but he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven, is 
greater than he. There is very likely 
an allusion to Zech. xii. 8 : “He that is 
feeble among them at that day shall be as 
David." Thus the parallelism is com- 
plete: John, not inferior to any born of 
women — but these, even the least of them, 
are born of amther birth (John i. 12, 13 ; 
iii. 5). John, the nearest to the King and 
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of heaven is greater than he. * And from the days of 
John tfie Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the 
prophets and the law prophesied until John : and if ye 

Vill receive it, this ^ is ^ Elias, which ivm for to come. ’ tuke vui. s. 

^He that hath ears \'^to hear\ let him hear. 

^ render^ shall COmC. * omitted in some of the best MSS. 


tlie Kingdom — standing on the threshold 
— but never having himself entered ; thessy 
*‘in the Kingdom,^* subjects and citizens 
and indwellers of the realm, whose citizen- 
ship is in heaven. He, the friend of the 
Bridegroom : they, however weak and 
unworthy members, Jlis Bodgy and His 
Spouse. ^ 12.] The sense of this 

verse has been much disputed. (1) the 
verb rendered suffereth violence ** has 
been taken in a middle sense; fforcihly 
introduces ^itself y breaks in with violence, 
as in the similar passage Luke xvi. 16. 
Certainly such a sense agrees better with 
*Hs preached” which we find in Luke, 
than the passive explanation : but it seems 
incionsistent with the latter half of the 
verse to say that it breaks in by force, and 
then that others break by force into it. 
(2) the verb is taken passively ; * suffereth 
violence.’ And thus the construction of 
the verse is consistent : ‘ and the violent 
take it by force.’ Believing this latter 
interpretation to be right, we now come to 
the question, in what sense are these 
words spoken ? Is the verb in a good or 
a bad sens • ? Does it mean, ‘ is taken by 
force, and the following, ‘ and men vio- 
lently press in for their share of it, as 
for plunder ;^ — or does it mean, Hs vio- 
lently resisted, and violent men tear it to 
pieces r (viz. its opponents, the Scribes 
and Pharisees P) This latter meaning 
bears no sense as connected with the dis- 
course before us. The subject is not the 
resistance made to the kingdom of heaven, 
but the difference between a prophesied 
and a present kingdom of heaven. The 
fifteenth verse closes this subject, and the 
complaints of the arbitrary prejudices 
of "this generation’ begin with ver. 16. 
We conclude then that these words imply 
From the days of John the Baptist until 
now (i. e. inclusively, from the beginning 
of his preaching), the ki^dom of heaven 
is pressed into, and violent persons — 
eager, ardent multitudes — seize on it. Of 
the truth of this, notwithstanding our 
Lord’s subsequent reproaches for unbelief, 
we have abundant proof from the multi- 
tudes who followed, and outwent Him, 


and thronged the doors where He was, 
and would (John vi. 15) take Him by 
force to make Him a king. But our Lord 
does not mention this so much to com- 
mend the violent persons, as to shew the 
undoubted fact that He that should come 
was come : — that the kingdom of heaven, 
which before had been the subject of dis- 
tant prophecy, a closed fortress, a treasure 
hid, was now undoubtedly upon earth 
(Luke xvii. 21 and note), laid open to the 
cntran(;e of men, spread out that all might 
take. Thus this verse connects with ver. 
28, “ Come unto Me all,” and with Luke 
xvi. 16, every man presseth into it.” 
Compare also with this throwing open of 
the kingdom of heaven for all to press 
into, the stern prohibition in Exod. xix. 
12, 13, and the comment on it in Heb. 
xii. 18—24. 13, 14.] The whole body 

of testimony as yet has been prophetic , — 
the Law and Prophets, from the first till 
Zacharias the priest and Simeon and 
Anna prophesied; and according to the 
declaration of prophecy itself, John, in 
the spirit and power of Elias, was the 
forerunner of the great subjecit of all pro- 
phecy. Neither this — nor the testimony 
of our Lord, ch. xvii. 12— is inconsistent 
with John’s own denial that he was Elias, 
John i. 21. For (1) that question was 
evidently asked as implying a re-appear 
ance of the actual Blias upon earth : and 
(2) our Lord cannot be understood in 
either of these passages as meaning that 
the prophecy of Malachi iv. 5 received its 
full completion in John. For as in other 
prophecies, so in this, we have a partial 
fulfilment both of the coming of the Lord 
and of His forerunner, while the great 
and complete fulfilment is yet future — 
at the great day of the Lord. Mai. iv. 1. 
The words here are not which was 
for to come,” but are strictly future, 
who shall come. Compare ch. xvii. 11, 
where the future is used. The if ye will 
(are willing to) receive it must be taken 
as referring to the partial sense of the ful- 
filment implied : for it was (and is to this 
day) the belief of the Jews that Elias in 
person should come before the end. 
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But whereunto shall I liken this generation ? it is 
like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto 
their fellows, and saying. We have piped unto you, and 
ye have not danced ; we have mourned [y unto you^ and 
ye have not lamented. Yot John ,came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say. He hath a devil. The son 
of man came eating and drinking, and they say. Behold 
mch.ix.io. a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publi- 

Luke XV. 1 f, , . -Tk , • 1 j 

cans and sinners. But wisdom * ts justmed ^ of her chil- 


dren. 

y omitted in 
* render^ was. 

16.] These words are generally used by 
our Lord when there is a further and 
deeper meaning in His words than is ex- 
pressed: as here — ‘if John the Baptist 
is Elias, and Elias is the forerunner of the 
coming of the Lord, then know surely 
that the Lord is comc.^ 16. But] 

Implying ‘ the men of this generation have 
ears, and hear not ; will not receive this 
saying : are arbitrary, childish, and pre- 
judiced, not knowing their own mind.' 

whereunto shall I liken] See similar 
questions in Mark iv. 30 : Luke xiii. 18, 
20; and note on eh. vii. 2 1 . like unto 
children : as children in their games imi- 
tate the business and realities of life, so 
those in the great realities now before 
them shew all the waywardness of children. 
The similitude is to two bodies of children, 
the one inviting the other to play, first at 
the imitation of a wedding, secondly at 
that of a Mineral; — to neither of which 
will the others respond. Stier remarks 
that the great condescension of the preach- 
ing of the Gospel is shewui forth in this 
parable, where the man sent from God, 
and the eternal Word Himself, are repre- 
sented as children among children, speak- 
ing the language of their sports. Com- 
pare Heb. ii. It. It must not be sup- 
j) 08 ed that the two bodies of children are 
two divisions of the Jews, as some (e. g. 
Gish.) have done : the children who call 
are the Jews ^ — those called to, the ttco 
Freachers ; both belonging, according to 
the flesh, to this generation, — but neither 
of them corresponding to the kind of 
mourning (in John's case) with which the 
Jews would have them mourn, or the kind 
of joy (in the Lord's case) with which 
the Jews would have them rejoice. The 
converse application, which is commonly 
made, is against the is like unto children, 
by which the first children must be the 
children of this generation ; and nothing 


some of the lest MSS. 

i. e, at the hands of. 

can be more perplexed than tp, understand 
is like unto as meaning ^may he illus- 
trated hy* and invert the persons in the 
parable. Besides which, this interpreta- 
tion would lay the waywardness to the 
charge of the Freachers, not "to that of 
the Jews. 18. neither eating nor 
drinking] Luke vii. 33 fills up this ex- 
pression by inserting bread and wine. See 
ch. iii. 4. The neglect of John’s preach- 
ing, and rejection of his message, is im- 
plied in several places of the Gospels (see 
ch. xxi. 23 — 27: .John v. 35); but hence 
only do we learn that they brought against 
him the same charge which they after- 
wards tried against our Lord. See John 
vii. 20; x. 20. 19.] Alluding to 

our Lord’s practice of frequenting en- 
tertainments and feasts, e. g. the mar- 
riage at Cana, the feast in Levi’s bouse, 
&c. See also ch. ix. 14. ‘‘But] lite- 
raUy, and : i. e. and yet ; see Jolm xvi. 32. 

wisdom] the divine wisdom which 
hath ordered these things. was justi- 
fied — the same tense as “ ca?we” both times 
— refers to the erent, q. d., ‘ they w’ere 
events in which wisdom was justified, &c.* 
The force of the past tense is not to be 
lost by giving a present meaning to either 
of the verbs. The meaning seems to be, 
that the waywardness above described was 
not universal, but that the children of 
wisdom (in allusion probably to the Book 
of Proverbs, which constantly uses similar 
expressions : see ch. ii. I ; iii. I, 1 1, 2l ; 
iv. I, &c.) w^ere led to receive and justify 
(=: clear of imputation) the Wisdom of 
God, who did these things. Cf. Luke vii. 
29, where in this same narrative it is said, 
the publicans justified Ood. The children 
of wisdom are opposed to the wayward 
children above, the chWAUke to the child- 
ish; and thus this verse serves as an intro- 
duction to the saying in ver. 25. of, 
not exactly equivalent to ‘ by* but imply- 
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20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most 
of his mighty works were done, because they repented not : 

21 Woe unto thee, Ohorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
f^r if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago ” in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto, you, It " i”- 7, 

shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of ° 
judgment, than for you. 23 thou, Capernaum, p ^ which 
art exalted untoJieaven, shalt be bro^lght down to ^hell : for 
if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 


^ the hest^ mss* read, shalt thoU be 
be brought. 

ing ‘ at the hands of' the person whence the 
justification^omes. 20 — 30.] Second 

PART OP THE DISCOURSE. See on ver. 7. 

20. Then began he] This expres- 
sion betokens a change of subject, but 
not of locality or time. The whole chapter 
stands in such close connexion, one part 
arising out of another (e. g. this out of 
ver. 16—19), and all pervaded by the same 
great undertone, which sounds forth in 
vv. 28 — 30, that it is quite impossible 
that this should be a collection of our 
Lord^s sayings uttered at difterent times. 

I would rather regard the then began he 
as a token of the report of an ear-witness, 
and as pointing to a j)ause or change of 
manner on 4ihe part of our Lord. See 
note on Luke x. 13. because they 
repented not] Connect this with the first 
subject of our Lord’s preaching, ch. iv. 17. 
The reference is to some unrecorded mira- 
cles, of which we know (Luke iv. 23 ; 
John xxi. 25) that there were many. 

21. Chorazin] According to Jerome, a 
town of Galilee, two (according to Euse- 
bius twelve, but most likely an error in 
the transcriber) miles from Capernaum. 
It is nowhere mentioned except here and 
in the similar place of Luke. Beth- 
saida] Called a city, John i. 45, — a village 
(literdly), Mark viii. 23, — inOalilee, John 
xii. 21 ; — on the western hank of the lake 
of Gennesaret, near the middle, not far 
from Capernaum ; the birth-place of Simon 
Peter, Andrew, and Philip. Both this and 
Chorazin appear to be put as examples of 
the lesser towns in which our Lord had 
wrought His miracles (the towns, literally, 
village-towns, of Mark i. 38), as distin- 
guished from Capernaum, the chief town 
(ver. 23) of the neighbourhood. Tyre 
and Sidon] These wealthy cities, so often the 
VOL. I. 


exalted unto heaven ? thou shalt 
® in the original, HadeS. 

subject of prophecy, had been chastised by 
God’s judgment under Nebuchadnezzar 
and Alexander, but still existed (Acts xii. 
20 ; xxi. 3, 7 ,* xxvii. 3). repented ... in 
sackcloth and ashes is probably an allu- 
sion to Jonah iii. 6, or to general Eastern 
custom. 23.] The sense has been 

variously interpreted. Some suppose it to 
allude to the distinguished honour con- 
ferred on Capernaum by our Lord’s resi- 
dence there. Others to the rich fisheries 
carried on at Capernaum, by means of 
which the town was proud and prosperous. 
Others refer the expression to the lofty 
situation q/* Capernaum, which however is 
very uncertain. The first interpretation 
appears to me the most probable, seeing 
that our Lord chose that place to be the 
j)rincipal scene of His ministry and resi- 
dence, “ his own city," ch. ix. 1. The very 
sites of these three places are now matter 
of dispute among travellers. See Robin- 
son, vol. iii. pp. 283 — 300. Dr. Thom- 
son, ** the Land and the Book,” p. 359, 
was sure he found Chorazin in the ruins 
bearing the name Khorazy, lying in a side 
valley of the Wady Nashif, which runs 
down to the lake on the East of Tell Hdm 
(Capernaum). And this, in spite of Dr. 
Ilobinson’s rejection of the identification. 

in Sodom] The comparison between 
sinful Israel and Sodom is common in the 
O. T. See Deut. xxxii. 32 : Isa. i. 10 : 
Lam. iv. 6 : Ezek. xvi. 46—57. it 

would have remained] This declaration of * 
the Lord of all events, opens to us an 
important truth, that the destruction of 
Sodom was brought about, not by a neces- 
sity in the divine purposes — still less by a 
connexion of natural causes — but by the 
iniquity of its inhabitants, who, had they 
turned and repented, might have averted 
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day. ^ But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for 
thee. 

q Luke X. 21 . 25 that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, 

^ Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because ’^thou hast 
2 cS.Hl i 4 . hid these^ things from the wise and prudent^ ®and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. ^6 Even so, Father : for so it 
* xiii » seemed good in thy sight. ^7 ‘All things ^are delivered 
2. icor.xv. xxnto me ®of my Father: and no man knpweth the Son, 


^ render i Were. 

tl)eir doom. The same is strikingly set 
before us in the history of Jonah’s preach- 
ing at Nineveh. 24, and 22.] These 

verses are connected with those respectively 
preceding them thus : — ‘ If these mighty 
works had been done in Tyro and Sidon — 
in Sodom — they would have, &c. ; hut, 
since no such opportunity was afforded 
them, and ye, llethsaida, Chorazin, and 
Capernaum, have had and rejected such, 
it shall be more tolerable, &c.’ And as to 
the auying of our Lord, " If more warnings 
had been given they would have repented,’ 
— it is not for the infidel to say, ‘ Why 
then were not more given?’ — because 
every act of God for the rescue of a sinner 
from his doom is purely and entirely of 
free and undeserved grace, and the pro- 
portion of such means of escape dealt out 
to men is ruled by the counsel of His will 
who is holy, just, and true, and willeth not 
the death of the sinner ; hut whose ways 
are past our finding out. We know enough 
when we know that all are inexcusable, 
having (see Rom. i. ii.) the witness of God 
in their consciences ; and our only feeling 
should be overflowing thankfulness, when 
we find ourselves in possession of the light 
of the glorious Gospel, of which so many 
are deprived. ’J'hat the reference here 
is to the last great day of judgment is evi- 
dent, by the whole being spoken of in the 
future. Had our Lord been speaking of 
the ouUoard judgment on the rebellious 
cities, the future might have been used of 
themt but could not of Sodom, which was 
already destroyed. This shall he more 
tolerable is one of those mysterious hints 
at the futijre dealings of God, into which 
we can penetrate no further than the 
actual words of our Lord reveal, nor say 
to what difference exactly they point in 
the relative states of those who are com- 
pared. See also Luke xii. 47, 48. 

26.] This is certainly a continuation of 
the foregoing discourse ; and the an- 
swered, which seems to have nothing to 


® Le. by. 

refer to, does in reality refer to the words 
which have immediately preceded. The 
at that time is not chro,.ologicalf but 
gives additional solemnity to what follows. 
There may have been a slight break in 
the discourse ; the older interpreters, and 
others, insert the return of t^ie Apostles ; 
but I do not see any necessity for it. The 
whole ascription of praise is an answer : 
an answer to the mysterious dispensations 
of God’s Providence above recounted. 
With regard to the arrangement in Luke, 
sec note on Luke x. 21. I thank thee] 
Not merely, ‘ I praise Thee,^ but in the 
force of the Greek word, I confess to Thee, 
‘ I recognize the justice of Thy doings ;’ 
viz. in the words Even so, Father, &c. 
Stier remarks that this is the first public 
mention by our Lord of His Father ; the 
words in ch. x. 32, 33 having been ad- 
dressed to the twelve (but see John ii. 16). 
Wc have two more instances of such a 
public address to his Father, John xi. 41 ; 
xii. 28 ; and again Luke xxiii. 34. It is 
to be observed that He does not address 
the Father as His Lord, but as Lord of 
heaven and earth ; as He who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His ivill, Eph. 
i. 11. hast hid .... hast revealed] 
more properly, didst hide, and didst re- 
veal ; in the deeper and spiritual sense of 
the words ; the time pointed at being 
that in the far past, when the divine 
decrees as to such hiding and revealing 
were purposed. See 1 Cor. ii. 9—12. 
these things, these mysterious arrange- 
ments, by which the sinner is condemnefl 
in his pride and unbelief, the humble and 
childlike saved, and God justified when He 
saves and condemns. These are * revealed* 
to those who cun in a simple and teachable 
spirit, as babes, obey the invitation in vv. 
28 — 30, but * hidden* from the wise and 
clever of this world, who attempt their 
solution by the inadequate instrumentality 
of the mere human understanding. See 
1 Cor. i. 26 - 3L 27.] In one other 
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but thew Father; "neither knoweth any man the Father, u John 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son ^ will reveal 
him. 

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, '"and v John ^ 
learn of me ; for I am meek and ^ lowly in he^rt : * and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. ^Oypor my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light. y ^ s- 

^ i. e. is minded to. 


place only in the three first Gospels (be- 
sides the similar passage, Luke x. 22) does 
the expression the Son occur; viz. Mark xiii. 
32. The spirit of«this verse, and its form 
of expression,®are quite those of the Gospel 
of John ; and it serves to form a link of 
union between the three synoptic Gospels 
and the fourth, and to point to the vast 
and weighty mass of discourses of the 
liord whi(;h are not related exce})t by 
John. We may also observe another point 
of union : — this very truth (John iii. 35) 
had been part of the testimony home to 
Jesus by the Baptist — and its rej)ctition 
here, in a discourse of which the character 
and office of the Baptist is the suggestive 
groundwork, is a coincidence not surely 
without meaning. The verse itself is in 
the closest connexion with the preceding 
.and following, and is best to be understood 
in that connexion : all things were de- 
livered to me answers to ^^tliou hast re- 
vealed” ill vcr. 25 (on the tenses, sec note 
above, ver.^5), only revealed” could not 
be used of the Eternal Son, for He is 
Himself the Revealer; — no man (no one) 
knoweth the Son . . . ., none but the 
Almighty Father has full entire possession 
of the mystery of the Person and Office of 
the Son ; it is a depth hidden from all 
being but His, Whose Purposes are evolved 
in and by it neither ... the Father . . . 
nor does any fully apprehend, in the depths 
of his being, the love and grace of the 
Father, except the Son, and he to whom 
the Son, by the Eternal Spirit, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, will reveal 
Him. Then in close connexion with the 
to whomsoever the Son will, which by 
itself might seem to bring in an arbitrari- 
ness into the divine counsel, follows, by 
the Eternal Son Himself, the Come unto 
me, all ... , the wonderful and merciful 
generalization of the call to wisdom unto 
salvation. 28.] This is the great 

and final answer to the question. Art thou 
Se that should come, or do we look for 
another 1 As before, we may observe the 
closest connexion between this and the 

G 


preceding. As the Son is the great Re- 
vealer, and as the to whomsoever He will 
is by His grace extended to all the weary 
— all who feel their need — so He here in- 
vites them to receive this revelation, learn 
of Me. But the way to this heavenly 
wisdom is by quietness and confidence, 
rest unto the soul, the reception of the 
divine grace for the pardon of sin, and the 
breaking of the yoke of the corruption of 
our nature. No mere man could have 
spoken these words. They are parallel 
with the command in Isa. xlv. 22, which 
is spoken by Jehovah Himself. labour 
and are heavy laden] the active and passive 
sides of human misery, the labouring and 
the burdened, are invited. Doubtless, out- 
ward and bodily misery is not shut out ; 
but the promise, rest to your souls, is 
only a spiritual j^romise. Our Lord does 
not promise to those who come to Him 
freedom from toil or burden, but rest in 
the soul, which shall make aU yokes easy, 
and all burdens light. The main invita- 
tion however is to those burdened with 
the yoke of sin, and of the law, which was 
added because of sin. All who feel that 
burden are invited. 29.] learn of 

me, both ^ from My example,^ which how- 
ever is the lower sense of the words, and 
^from My teaching,^ from which alone the 
rest can fiow ; the revelation of vv. 25 and 
27. ye shall find rest unto your souls 
is quoted from Jer. vi. 16 Heb. Thus we 
have it revealed here, that the rest and 
joy of the Christian soul is, to become like 
Christ : to attain by His teaching tliis 
meekness and lo wliness of His. Olshau- 
sen makes an excellent distinction between 
lowly in heart, an attribute of divine Love 
in the Saviour, and lowly, or poor, in 
spirit, ch. v. 3 : Prov. xxix. 23, which can 
only be said of sinful man, knowing his 
unworthiness and need of help. heart 
is only here used of Christ. 30.] 

easy, ‘ not exacting i answering to ^ kind, 
spoken of persons, Luke vi. 35. See 1 John 
V. 3. Owing to the conffict with evil ever 
incident to our corrupt nature even under 
2 
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BDeut.wiii. XII. 1 At that time ® Jesus went on the sabbath day 
through the corn ; and his disciples were an hungred, and 
began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. ^ But when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy dis- 
ciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath 
b 1 Sam. xxi. 6. 3 hc Said uuto them. Have ye not read ^ what 

David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were 
with him ; ^ how he entered into the house of God, and did 
® eat ® the shewbrcad, which was not lawful for him to eat, 

d XX ix^ neither for them which were with him, ^ but only for the 
viii. 81 : xxiv. priests ? ^ Or have ye not read in the ® law, how that on 

9. Johuvii. the sabbath days the priests in the tempje profane the 
sabbath, and are blameless? ^ But I say unto" you. That 
18 . Mai.ii'i. in this place is one greater than the temple. 7 But if ye 


S read, that whicli is greater. 


grace, the rest which Christ gives is yet 
to be viewed as a yoke and a burden, seen 
on this its painful side, of conflict and 
sorrow : but it is a light yolce ; the inner 
rest in the soul giving a peace which 
passeth understanding, and bearing it up 
against all. Sec 2 Cor. iv. IG. 

XII. 1 — 8.] The disciples pluck eaes 

OP CORN ON THE SaBBATH. OtJE Loed’S 
ANSWER TO THE PHARISEES THEEEON. 
Mark ii. 23 — 28 : Luke vi. 1 — 5. In Mark 
and Luke this incident occurs after the 
discourse on fasting related Matt. ix. 14 
sq. ; but in the former without any definite 
mark of time. The expression at that time 
is, I conceive, a more definite mark of con- 
nexion than we find in the other Gospels, 
but cannot here be fixed to the meaning 
which it clearly has in ch. xi. 25, where 
the context determines it. We cun merely 
say that it seems to have occurred about 
the same time as the last thing mentioned 
— ill the same journey or season. The 
plucking the ears was allowed Deut. xxiii. 
25, but in the Talmud expressly forbidden 
on the Sabbath. It was also (Levit. xxiii. 
14, apparently, but this is by no means 
certain : see note on Luke) forbidden until 
the sheaf of first-fruits had been presented 
to God, which was done on the second day 
of the feast of unleavened bread at the 
Passover. This incident, on that supposi- 
tion, must have occurred between that day 
and the harvest. It is generally supposed 
to have been on the first Sabbath after 
the Passover. For a fuller discussion of 
the time and place, see note on Luke as 
before. 3.] It appears from 1 Sam. 

xxi. 6, that hot bread had been put in on 
the day of David^s arrival ; which there- 


fore, Levit. xxiv. 8, was a sabbath. The 
example was thus doubly appropriate. 
Bengel maintains, on the commonly re- 
ceived interpretation of Luke vi. 1, that 
1 Sam. xxi. was the lesson for the day. 
But the Jewish calendar of lessons cannot 
be shewn to have existed in the form 
which we now have, in the time of the 
Gospel history. 6.] The priests were 

ordered to ofter double ofterings on the 
Sabbath (Num. xxviii. 9, 10), and to place 
fresh (hot, and therefore baked that day) 
shewbrcad. In performing these com- 
mands they must commit many of what 
the Pharisees would call profanations of 
the Sabbath. So that, as Stier (ii. 4), 
not only does the sacred history furnish 
examples of exception to the law of the 
Sabbath from necessity, but the Law itself 
ordains work to be done on the Sabbath 
as a duty. 6.] The Greek has merely 
greater, and the best MSS. have it in the 
neuter gender, which sustains the parallel 
better : a greater thing than the temple 
is here. See John ii. 19. The inference 
is, *lf the priests in the temple and for 
the temple’s sake, for its service and ritual, 
profane the Sabbath, as ye account pro- 
fanation, and are blameless, how much 
more these disciples who have grown 
hungry in their appointed following of 
Him who is greater than the temple, the 
true Temple of God on earth, the Son 
of Man !' I cannot agree with ^tier that 
the neuter would represent only “ some- 
thing greater, more weighty than the 
temple, — namely, merciful consideration of 
the hungry, or the like it seems to me, 
as above, to bear a more general and sub- 
lime sense than fhe masculine ; see ver. 41, 
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had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and « ^ v®* 
not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the giiiltless. ® 

8 For the Son of man is Lord even] of the sabbath day. 

9 Ajid when he was departed thence, he went into 
their synagogue : and, behold, there was a man 

which had his hand i withered. And they asked him, 
saying, ^Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days ? ^ 
that they might accuse him. ^^And he said unto them, 

What man j shall there he among you, that shall have 

one sheep, and ^ if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, i 

will he not lay hold on it, and lift it cut? jJqw t- 

much then is a man better than a sheep! Wherefore 

it is law^ to do well on the sabbath days, Then 

saith he to the man. Stretch forth thine hand. And he 

stretched it forth ; and it wns restored whole, like as the 


^ oMt. ^ literally, dry. 

&c. 7.] The law of this new Temple- 

service is the law of charity and love ; — 
mercy and not sacrifice, see ch. ix. 13; — 
all for man’s sake and man’s good ; — and 
if their hearts had been ready to receive 
our Lord, and to take on them this ser- 
vice, they would not have condemned the 
guiltless. 8.] On the important verse 
preceding this in Mark ii. 27, see note 
there. The sense of it must here be sup- 
plied to complete the inference. Since 
the Sabbath was an ordinance instituted 
for the use and benefit of man, — the Son 
of Man, >»ho has taken upon Him full 
and complete Manhood, the great repre- 
sentative and Head of humanity, has this 
institution under his own power. See this 
teaching of the Lord illustrated and ex- 
panded in apostolic practice and injunc- 
tions, Rom. xiv. 4, 5, 17 : Col. ii. 16, 17. 

9 — 14.] Healing op the withered 
HAND. Mark iii. 1—6: Luke vi. 6—11. 

9. when he was departed thence] 
This change of place is believed by Gres- 
well to have been a journey back to Galilee 
after the Passover. (Diss. viii. vol. ii.) It 
is true that no such change is implied in 
Mark and Luke ; but the words here 
point to a journey undertaken, as in ch. 
xi. 1 ; XV. 29, the only other places in this 
Gospel where the expression occurs. In 
John vii. 3, the cognate expression, ** De- 
part hence” is used of a journey from 
Galilee to Judaja. So that certainly it is 
not implied here, (as Meyer, al., suppose) 
that the incident took place on the same 
day as the previous one. We know from 
Luke vi. that it was on another (the 


j read, IS there. 

next?) sabbath. their] not, of the 

Pharisees ; but of the Jews generally, of 
the people of the place. 10.] This 

narrative is found in Mark and Luke with 
considerable variation in details from our 
text, those two Evangelists agreeing how- 
ever with one another. In both these ac- 
counts, they {the Scribes and Pharisees, 
Luke) were watching our Lord to see 
whether He would heal on the Sabbath : — 
and He {knotving their thoughts, Luke) 
ordered the man to stand forth in the 
midst, and asked them the question here 
given. The question about the animal 
does not occur in either of them, but in 
Luke xiv. 5, on a similar occasion. The 
additional particulars given are very in- 
teresting. By Luke, — it was the right hand ; 
by Mark, — our Lord looked round on them 
with anger, being grieved for the hardness 
of their hearts .-—and the Herodians were 
joined with the Pharisees in their counsel 
against Him. See notes on Luke, 
dry] withered,” literally dried up,” 
as in Mark : of which the use had been 
lost and the vital powers withered. The 
construction of this verse is involved : 
there is a double question, as in ch. vii. 9. 

Our Lord evidently asks this as 
being a thing allowed and done at the 
time when He spoke : but subsequently 
(perhaps, suggests Stier, on account of 
these words of Christ), it was forbidden in 
the Talmud ; and it was only permitted 
to lay planks for the beast to come out^ 
13.] Our Lord does no outward 
act: the healing is performed without 
even a word of command. The stretch- 
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^joh?J?i8V Then ^the Pharisees went out, and held a coun- 

x.89:xi.68. agauist him, how they might destroy him. But 
iseech.x.23. whon Jesus knew it, *he withdrew himself from thence: 
m ch. xii. 2. and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them 

nch.ix.8o. all; and ® charged them that they should not make 
him known : ^7 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
oisA.xiii.i. ty Esaia^ the prophet, saying, ° Behold my servant, 
whom I have chosen; my beloved, i’in whom my soul is 
well pleased : I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall 
shew judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, 
nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the 
streets. ^ bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking 
flax shall he not quench, till he send forth ^judgi^ent unto 
victory, in Eis name shall the Gentiles ^ trust. 

Erkiif il‘ ^ Then was brought unto him one possessed with a 

devil, blind, and dumb : and he healed him, insomuch that 
the blind and~\ dumb both spake and saw. And all 
the people were amazed, and said. Is not this the son of 

^ render, the judgment. 1 render, hope. 

^ omitted in some of the oldest MSS. 


ing forth the hand was to prove its sound- 
ness, w’hich the divine power wrought in 
the act of stretching it forth. Thus his 
enemies were disappointed, having no legal 
ground against Him. 14.] This is 

the first mention of counsel being taken 
by the Pharisees {and Herodians, Mark, 
as above) to put our Lord to death. 

16 — 21 .] Peculiar in this form to Mat^ 
ihew. See Mark iii. 7 — 12 : Luke vi. 17 — 
19. 16.] them all : see similar ex- 

pressions, cb. xix. 2 : Luke vi. 19 ; — i. e. 
‘ all who wanted healing* 16. charged 
them] see ch. viii. 4, and note. 17.] 

On that it might he fulfilled, see note on 
ch. i. 22. It must not be understood ‘ and 
thus was fulfilled:* it is used only of the 
purpose, not of the result, here or any 
where. It is strange that any should be 
found, at this period of the progress of 
exegesis, to go back to a view which is 
both superficial and ungrammatical. The 
prophecy is partly from the LXX, partly 
an original translation. The LXX have 
' Jacob my servant . . . Israel my chosen 
. . . ,^ but the Rabbis generally understood 
it of the Messiah. 18.] he shall shew 
(announce) judgment to the Gentiles, viz. 
in his office as Messiah and Judge. In 
these words the miyesty of his future 
glory is contrasted with the meekness 


about to be spoken of : q. d. ‘ And yet He 
shall not,’ &c. 20.] A proverbial ex- 

pression for, ‘ He will not crush the con- 
trite heart, nor extinguish the slightest 
spark of repentant feeling in the sinner.’ 

Until He shall have brought out 
the conflict, the cause, the judg^nent, unto 
victory, — caused it, i. e. to issue in vie- 
tory : — i. c. such shall be bis behaviour 
and such his gracious tenderness, during 
the day of grace : while the conflict is 
yet going on, — the judgment not yet de- 
cided. 

22—45.] Accttsation of casting out 
DEVILS BY Beelzebub, and our Lord’s 
DISCOURSE THEREON. DeMAND OF A 

SIGN FROM Him : His further dis- 
course. Mark iii. 20—30 : Luke xi. 14— 
36, where also see notes. This account is 
given by Luke later in our Lord’s minis- 
try, but without any fixed situation or 
time, and with less copiousness of detail. 
See also ch. ix. 32, and notes there. St. 
Mark (iii. 23 — 29) gives part of the dis- 
course which follows, but without any de- 
terminate sequence, and omitting the mi- 
racle which led to it. 23. Is not this] 
This form of question is properly a doubt- 
ful denial. Involving in fact a surmise in 
the affirmative. ‘ Surely this is not . . . ? ’ 
the son of David] see ch. ix. 27, 
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David >? ’^But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, rch.ix.si, 

^ This fello w doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the 
prince of the devils. And Jesus ® knew their thoughts, « 
and said unto them. Every kingdom divided against itself 1^-23. 
i% brought to desolation ; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand : 20 and if Satan cast out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall ‘then his 
kingdom stand ? And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, 
by whom do your children cast them out ? therefore they 


^ render, This man. 

and note. 24.] St. Mark states (Hi. 
22) that this accusation was brought by 
the ** scribes ^ho *came down from Jeru- 
salem ; Luke (xi. 15), by “ some of them,'* 
i. e. of the multitude. On the charge it- 
self, Trench remarks, ' A rigid monotheistic 
religion like the Jewish, left but one way 
of escape l¥om the authority of miracles, 
which once were acknowledged to be in- 
deed such, and not mere collusions and 
sleights of hand. There remained nothing 
to say but that which we find in the N. T. 
the adversaries of our Lord continually 
did say, namely, that these works were 
works of hell.^ 25.] The Pharisees 
said this covertly to some among the mul- 
titude j see Luke, vv. 15, 17. “ There is 
at first sight a difficulty in the argument 
which our Saviour draws from the oneness 
of the kingdom of Satan: viz. that it 
seems the very idea of this kingdom, that 
it should he this anarchy ; blind rage and 
hate not (mly against God, but each part 
of it warring against every other part. 
And this is most deeply true, that heU is 
as much in arms against itself as against 
Heaven : neither does our Lord deny that 
in respect of itself that kingdom is in- 
finite contradiction and division : only He 
asserts that in relation to the kingdom of 
goodness it is at one : there is one life in 
it and one soul in relation to that. Just 
as a nation or kingdom may embrace 
within itself infinite parties, divisions, dis- 
cords, jealousies, and heartburnings : yet, 
if it is to subsist as a nation at all, it must 
not, as regards other nations, have lost 
its sense of unity; when it does so, of 
necessity it falls to pieces and perishes.^’ 
Trench, Miracles, p. 58. We may observe 
(1) that our Lord here in the most solemn 
manner re -asserts and confirms the truths 
respecting the kingdom of evil which the 
Jews also held. The kingdoms are so set 
parallel with one another, that the denial 
of the reality of the one with its chief, or 
the supposing it founded merely in assent 


render, SOnS. 

on the part of our Lord to Jewish no- 
tions, inevitably brings with it the same 
conclusions with regard to the other. 
They are both real, and so is the conflict 
between them. (2) That our Lord here 
appeals not to an insulated case of cast- 
ing out of devils, in which answer might 
have been made, that the craft of Satan 
might sometimes put on the garb and 
arts of an adversary to himself, for his 
own pui’poses, — but to the general and 
uniform tenor of all such acts on his part, 
in which He was found as the continual 
Adversary of the kingdom of Satan. (3) 
That our Lord proceeds to shew that the 
axiom is true of all human societies, even 
to a family, the smallest of such. (4) That 
He does not state the same of an indi- 
vidual man, ^ Everg man divided against 
himself, falleth,* rests upon deeper grounds, 
which will be entered on in the notes on 
vv. 30, 31. 27.] The interpretation 

of this verse has been much disputed; 
viz. as to whether the casting out by the 
sons of the Pharisees (scholars, — disciples ; 
see 2 Kings ii. 3 and passim) were real or 
pretended exorcisms. The occurrence men- 
tioned Luke ix. 49 does not seem to apply ; 
for there John says. Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy Name, which 
hardly could have been the case with those 
here referred to. Nor again can the vaga- 
bond Jews, exorcists, of Acts xix. 13 be 
the same as these, inasmuch as they also 
named over the possessed the name of the 
Lord Jesus : or at all events it can be no 
such invocation which is here referred to. 
In Josephus (Antt. viii. 2. 5) we read that 
Solomon “ left forms of exorcism, by which 
they cast out dmmons so that they never 
return. And,” he adds, ‘‘ this kind of cure 
is very common among us to this day.” 
It is highly necessary to institute this 
enquiry as to the reality of their exorcisms : 
for it would leave an unworthy impression 
on the reader, and one very open to the 
cavils of unbelief, were we to sanction the 
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shall be your judges. But if I cast out devils by the 
* Luke Spirit of God, then Hhe kingdom of God is come unto you. 

^ enter into a strong man’s house, 

and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man ? 
and then he will spoil his house. He that is not with 
vMarkifi. 2 R. 1® against me; and he that gathereth not with me 
HebfvLV^* scattereth abroad. Wherefore I say unto you, ^ All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men : 


idea that our Lord would have solemnly 
compared with his own miracles, and 
drawn inferences from, a system of im- 
posture, which on that supposition, these 
Pharisees must have known to be such. 

I infer then that the sons of the Pharisees 
did realhf cast out devils, and I think this 
view is confirmed by what tbe multitudes 
said in ch. ix. 33, where upon the dumb 
speaking after tbe devil was cast out they 
exclaimed, “ It never was so seen in Is- 
rael meaning that this was a more com- 
plete healing than they had ever seen be- 
fore, The difficulty has arisen mainly 
from forgetting that miracles, as such, are 
no test of truth, but have been permitted 
to, and prophesied of, false religions and 
teachers. See Exodus vii. 22 } viii. 7 : ch. 
xxiv. 24, &c. : Deut. xiii. 1—5. There is 
an important passage in Justin Martyr, in 
which he says that the Name of the Son 
of God Himself never failed to cast out 
daemons, whereas those of the Jewish 
kings, prophets, and patriarchs, failed. 
** But,^' he adds, ** if you used the Name 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
perhaps it might prevail.” Irenseus says 
that by this invocation the Jews cast out 
daemons even in his time. Jerome, Chry- 
sostom, and others understood “ your sons** 
to mean the Apostles. your judges, 

in the sense of convicting you of partiality. 

28. by the Spirit of God] equivalent 
to **hy the finger of Ood,** Luke ; see Exod. 
viii. 9. is come, emphatic in position ; 
but merely, has come unto (upon) you : not 
‘ is already upon you,^ i. e. ‘ before you 
looked for it,' — as Stier and Wesley. 

29.1 Luke has the word “a stronger** 
applied to the spoiler in this verse j a title 
given to our Lord by the Baptist, ch. iii. 
11 and parallels ; see also Isa. xl. 10 ; xlix. 
24, 25 ; liii. 12. Compare note on Luke xi. 
21 f., which is the fuller report of this 
parabolic saying. 80.] These words 

have been variously understood. Chrysos- 
tom and Euthymius understand them to 
refer to the devil : Bengel, Schleiermacher, 
and Neander, to the Jewish exorcists 
named above. Grotius and others under- 


stand it as merely a general proverb, and 
the *^me** to mean ^ any one,* and here to 
apply to Satan, the sense being, * If I do 
not promote Satan* s kingdom, which I have 
proved that I do not, then I must he his 
adversary* But this il*s on all accounts 
improbable : see below on fathereth and 
scattereth. We must regard it as a say- 
ing setting forth to us generally the entire 
and complete disjunction of the two king- 
doms, of Satan and God. There is and 
can be in the world no middle party : 
they who are not with Christ, who do not 
gather with Him, — are against Him and 
his work, and as far as in them lies are 
undoing it. See Rom. viii. 7. And thus 
the saying connects itself with the follow- 
ing verse: — this being the case, Where- 
fore I say unto you, — the sin of an open 
belying of the present power of the Holy 
Spirit of God working in and for His 
Kingdom, assumes a character surpassingly 
awful. This saying is no way inconsistent 
with that in Mark ix. 40: Luke ix. 50. 
That is not a conversion of this, for 
the terms of the respective propositions 
are not the same. See note on Mark 
ix. 40. As usual, this saying of our 
Lord reached further than the mere occa- 
sion to w'hich it referred, and spoke forcibly 
to those many half-persuaded hesitating 
persons who flattered themselves that they 
could strike out a line avoiding equally 
the persecution of men and the rejection 
of Christ. He informed them (and in- 
forms us also) of the impossibility of such 
an endeavour. In the gathereth there 
is an allusion to the idea of gathering tl^ie 
harvest : see ch. xiii. 30 : John xi. 52, and 
for scattereth, John x. 12, in all which 
places the words exactly bear out their 
sense here. 31, 32.] WTierefore, be- 
cause this is the case : see last note. No- 
tice again the I say unto you, used by our 
Lord when He makes some revelation of 
things hidden from the sons of men: see 
ch. vi. 29, and xviii. 10, 19 : and ver. 36 
below. The distinction in these much- 
controverted verses seems to be, between 
(1) the sin and blasphemy which arises 
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^but the blasphemy ^against the JELoly Ghost shall not be wActsvH.si. 
fors^ven* unto men. And whosoever ^speaketh a word xch.xi.io-. 

^ in n .1111^^ 1. xiU.66. John 

against the Son of man, ^it shall be forgiven him: buty^!}^;fi3 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be 
f(frgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world 
to come. Either make the tree good, and *his fruit z ch. vii. 17. 
good ; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruifcorrupt : 
for the tree is known by his fruit. 0 generation of ' 
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? ^ for bLukevi.45. 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 


® render y of the Spirit. 

from culpable ignorance and sensual blind- 
ness, as that of the fool who said in his 
heart ‘ There ^s no God,^ — of those who, 
e. g. Saul of Tarsus, opposed Jesus as not 
being the Christ ; which persons, to what- 
ever degree their sin may unhappily ad- 
vance, are capable of enlightenment, re- 
pentance, and pardon : — and (2) the blas- 
phemy of those who, acknowledging God, 
and seeing his present power working by 
his Holy Spirit, openly oppose themselves 
to it, as did, or as were very near doing 
(for our Lord does not actually imply that 
they had incurred this dreadful charge), 
these Pharisees. They may as yet have 
been under the veil of ignorance ; but this 
their last proceeding, in the sight of Him 
who knows the hearts, approximated very 
near to, or perhaps reached, this awful 
degree of guilt. The principal misunder- 
standing of this passage has arisen from 
the prejudice which possesses men’s minds 
owing to the use of the words, *the sin 
against the Holy Ghost.’ It is not a par- 
ticular species of sin which is here con- 
demned, but a definite act shewing a state 
of sin, and that state a wilful determined 
opposition to the present j)ower of the 
Holy Spirit; and this as shewn by its 
fruit, blasphemy. The declaration, in sub- 
stance, often occurs in the N. T. See 

1 John V. 16, and note on *\sin” there: 

2 Tim. iii. 8 : Jude 4, 12, 13 : Heb. x. 

26 — 31 ; vi. 4 — 8. No sure inference 

can be drawn from the words neither in 
the world to come — with regard to for- 
giveness of sms in a future state. Olshau- 
sen remarks that a parallel on the other 
side is found in ch. x. 41, 42, where the 
recognition of divine power in those sent 
from God is accompanied with promise of 
eternal reward. He himself however un- 
derstands the passage (as many others 
have done) to imply forgiveness on repent- 
ance in the imperfect state of the dead 
before the judgment, and considers it to 


P render, oflfepring. 

be cognate with 1 Pet. iii. 18 ff. Augustine 
speaks very strongly : “It could not be 
said with truth of any, that ' it shall not 
be forgiven them neither in this world 
nor either in the world to come,’ un- 
less there were some who are to be for- 
given not in this world, but in the world 
to come.” See, on the whole subject, note 
on 1 Pet. iii. 18 ff. In the almost en- 
tire silence of Scripture on any such doc- 
trine, every principle of sound interpre- 
tation requires that we should hesitate 
to support it by two difficult passages, 
in neither of which does the plain con- 
struction of the words absolutely require 
it. The expressions this world (equi- 
valent to “ this present world f Tit. 
ii. 12 : 2 Tim. iv. 10 ; “ this timef 

Mark x. 30 ; “ the course (age) of this 
world,” Eph. ii. 2 ; “ this present evil 
world,” Gal. i. 4) and the world to come 
(see Mark x. 30 ; equivalent to “ that 
world,” Luke xx. 35 ; “ the ages to come,” 
Eph. ii. 7) were common among the .Tews, 
and generally signified respectively the 
time before and after the coming of the 
Messiah. In the N. T. these significations 
are replaced by — the present life, and that 
to come : the present mixed state of wheat 
and tares, and the future completion of 
Messiah’s Kingdom after the great har- 
vest. These terms seem to differ from 
*^the kingdom of heaven” or “q/* God,” 
in never being spoken of, or as in, indi- 
viduals, but as an age of time belonging 
to the universal Church. 33 , 34 .] 

not, as generally understood, equivalent 

to * represent as r for then the 

clause *for out &c.’ loses its meaning : — 
but literally, make. The verse is a pa- 
rable, not merely a similitude. ‘ There 
are but two ways open : either make the 
tree and its fruit both good, or both bad : 
for by the fruit the tree is known.’ How 
make, the parable does not say : but let us 
remember, the Creator speaks, and sets 
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A good man out of ^ the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things : and an evil man out of ^ the 
evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto 
you, That every idle ^word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment. For By 
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
c ch. xvl. 1. shalt be fcondemned. ‘'Then certain of the scribes and of 

John il. 18. 

icor.i.22. Pharisees answered, saying. Master, we would see a 
sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, 
^vil and ‘^adulterous generation seeketh after a sign ; 

John iv. 48. there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the 

<1 read, his gOod treasure. ^ ^ render, his. 

s render, Sayillg. « 


forth a law of his own creation, with 
which our judgments must be in accord. 
This verse resumes again the leading argu- 
ment, and sets forth the inconsistency of 
the Pharisees in representing Him as in 
league with evil, whose works were uni- 
formly good. But the words have a 
double reference : to our Lord Himself, 
who could not be evil, seeing that His 
works were good j and (which leads on to 
the next verse) to the Pharisees, who 
could not speak good tilings, because their 
works were evil. 36 — 37.] The trea- 

sure spoken of is that inner storehouse 
of good and evil only seen by God and 
(partially) by ourselves. And on that ac- 
count— because words, so lightly thought 
of by the world and the careless, spring 
from the inner fountains of good and ill, 
therefore they will form subjects of the 
judgment of the great day, when the 
whole life shall be unfolded and pro- 
nounced upon. See James iii. 2 — 12. 
idle is perhaps best taken here in its 
milder and negative sense, as not yet de- 
termined on till the judgment: so that 
our Lord’s declaration is ii deduction “a 
minori,” and if of every idle saying, then 
how much more of every wicked saying ! 

37.] The speech, being the overflow 
of the heart, is a specimen of what is 
within: is the outward utterance of the 
man, and on this ground will form a sub- 
ject of strict enquiry in the great day, 
being a considerable and weighty part of 
our works. 38.] St. Luke (xi. 15, 

16) places the accusation of casting out 
devils by Beelzebub and this request to- 
gether, and then the discourse follows. It 
seems that the first part of the discourse 
gave rise, as here related, to the request 
for a sign (from Heaven) ; but, as we 
might naturally expect, and as we learn 


from St. Luke, on the part of different 
persons from those who made the accusa- 
tion, In consequence of our Lord de- 
claring that His miracles we^e wrought 
by the Holy Ghost, they wish to see some 
decisive proof of this by a sign, not from 
Himself, but from Heaven. The ac- 
count in ch. xvi. 1 — 4 manifestly relates 
to a different occurrence : see notes there. 
Cf. John vi. 30, 31; xii. 28. 39.] 

adulterous (see reff.), because they had 
been the peculiar people of the Lord, and 
so in departing from Him had broken the 
covenant of marriage, according to the 
similitude so common in the prophets. 

The expression there shall no sign 
be given to it does not, as has been intiin- 
tained, exclude our Lord’s miracles from 
being signs: but is the directi answer to 
their request in the sense in which we 
know they used the word, ‘ a sign, not 
wrought by him, and so able to be sus- 
pected of magic art, but onafrom Heaven.^ 
Besides, even if this were not so, how can 
the refusing to work a miracle to satisfy 
them, aftect the nature or signification of 
those wrought on different occasions, and 
with a totally different view ? The sign 
of Jonas is the most remarkable fore- 
shadowing in the 0. T. of the resurrection 
of our Lord. It was of course impossible 
that His resurrection should be represented 
by an actual resurrection, as his birth was 
by births (Isaac, Samson, Samuel, Maher- 
shalalhashbaz), and His death by deaths 
(Abel ; the substitute for Isaac ; Zecha- 
riah the prophet ; the daily and occasional 
sacrifices) ; so that we find the events 
symbolic of his resurrection (Joseph’s his- 
tory ; Isaac’s sacrifice ; Daniel’s and Jo- 
nah’s deliverance), representing it in a 
figure (lit., a parable,'^ Heb. xi. 19). In 
the case before us the figure was very re- 
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prophet Jonas : ^ ® for as Jonas was three days and three e Jonah 1,17. 
nights in the whale's belly ; so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

^The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this ^ Ktek'ilJi’ J}* 
generation, and shall condemn it : ^'because they repented 27 . 
at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than 
Jonas is here, h queen of the south shall rise up in 
the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it : 
for she came from the uttermost parts. of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon ; and, behold, ^a greater than Solo- 
mon is here, When the unclean spirit is gone out of 

88 render, there is more than Jonas here. ^ render, there is 

more than Solomon here. tt render. But when. 


markable, and easily to be recognized in 
the O. T. narrative. For Jonah himself 
calls the belly of the sea monster (Jonah 
ii. 2), ‘the^elly of Hades,' = the heart 
of the earth here. And observe, that the 
type is not of our Lord's body being depo- 
sited in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathma, 
for neither could that be called ‘ the heart 
of the earth,' nor could it be said that 
‘the Son of Man' was there during the 
time ; but of our Lord’s personal descent 
into the place of departed souls : — see 
Eph. iv. 9: 1 Pet. iii. 19, and note on 
Luke xxiii. 43. 40.] If it be neces- 

sary to make good the three days and 
nights during which our Lord was in the 
heart of the earth, it must be done by 
having recourse to the Jewish method of 
computing ^me. In the Jerusalem Tal- 
mud (cited by Lightfoot) it is said “ that 
a day and night together make up a day 
(night-dag), and tliat any part of such 
a period is counted as the whole.” See 
Gen. xl. 13, 20 : 1 Sam. xxx. 12, 13 : 
2 Chron. x. 5, 12 : Hos. vi. 2. 41.] 

In this verse there is no reference to the 
sign of Jonas spohen of above, but to a 
different matter, another way in which he 
should be a sign to this generation. See 
Luke xi. 29 f., and note. (But the preach- 
ing of Jonas to the Ninevites was a sign 
after his resurrection : so shall the preach- 
ing of the Son of Man by His Spirit in His 
Apostles be after His resurrection. Stier.) 

On the adjective, here and ver. 42, being 
in the neuter, see above, ver. 6, note. 

There is more than Jonas here] No matter 
so worthy of arousing repentance had ever 
been revealed or preached as the Gospel : 
no matter so worthy of exciting the earnest 
attention of all. And the Lord Himself, 
the Announcer of this Gospel, is greater 
than all the sons of men : his preaching. 


greater than that of Jonah : his wisdom, 
than that of Solomon. 42. The queen 
of the south] Josephus calls her the 
woman w^ho then reigned over Egypt 
and ^Ethiopia, i. e. over Meroe (whose 
queens were usually called Candace. Plin. 
Hist. vi. 29). Abyssinian tradition agrees 
with this account, calls her Maqueda, and 
supposes her to have embraced the Jewish 
religion in Jerusalem. The Arabians on 
the other hand also claim her, calling her 
Balkis, which latter view is j)robably nearer 
the truth, Sheba being a tract in Arabia 
Felix, near the shores of the Red Sea, 
near the present Aden, abounding in spice 
and gold and precious stones. 

43.] This important parable, in the simili- 
tude itself, sets forth to us an evil spirit 
driven out from a man, wandering in his 
misery and restlessness through desert 
places, the abodes and haunts of evil 
sj)irits (see Isa. xiii. 21, 22 ; xxxiv. 14), 
and at last determining on a return to his 
former victim, whom he finds so prepared 
for his purposes, that he associates with 
himself seven other fiends, by whom the 
wretched man being possessed, ends miser- 
ably. In its interpretation we may trace 
three distinct references, each full of 
weighty instruction. (1) The direct ap- 
plication of the parable is to the Jewish 
people, and the parallel runs thus : — The 
old dmmon of idolatry brought down on the 
Jews the Babylonish captivity, and was 
cast out by it. They did not after their 
return fall into it again, but rather en- 
dured persecution, as under Antiochus 
Epiphanes. The emptying, sweeping, and 
garnishing may be traced in the growth of 
Pharisaic hypocrisy and the Rabbinical 
schools between the return and the coming 
of our Lord. The re-possession by the one, 
and accession of seven other spirits more 
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ijobE 7 . ^ a man, *he walketh througli dry places, seeking rest, and 
findeth none. ^ Then he saith, I will return into my 
house from whence I came out ; and when he is come, he 
findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, 
and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked 
k Heb.vi. 4 : thau Hmself, and they enter in and dwell there : ^ and the 

X. i/6. *2 Pet# M ^ 

ii’.io; 21,2-2.' last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so 
shall it be also unto this wicked generation. 

While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother 
“his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with 
him. ^7 Then one said unto him. Behold, thy mother and 
ijabV. u).^' thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 
^ But he answered and said unto him that told him. Who 
is my mother ? and who are my brethren ? And he 
stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, 
mother and my brethren. For “•<vhosoever 
ku. nllb. shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 

malicious than the first, hardly needs often do the reli^jious lives of men spend 
explanation. The desperate infatuation of themselves in the sweeping and garnish - 
the Jews after our Lord’s ascension, their ing (sec Luke xi. 39, 40), in formality and 
hitter hostility to His Church, their miser- hypocrisy, till utter emptiness of real 
able end as a people, arc known to all. faith and s})irituality has prepared them 
Chrysostom, who gives in the main this for that second fearful invasion of the 
interpretation, notiees their continued in- Evil One, which is indeed worse than the 
fatuation in his own day: and instances first! (See lleb. i. 4, 6 ; 2 Pet. ii. 20 — 22.) 
their joining in the impieties of Julian. 46 — 50.] His Mother and Brethren 
(2) Strikingly parallel with this runs the seek to speak with Him. Mark iii. 
history of the Christian Church. Not 31 — 35. Luke viii. 19 — 21. *ln Mark the 
long after the apostolic times, the golden incident is placed as here : in Luke, after 
calves of idolatry were set up by the the parable of the sower. 46.] In 

Church of Rome. What the effect of the Mark iii. 21 we are told that his relations 
captivity was to the Jews, that of the went oiit to lay hold on Him, for they said y 
Reformation has been to Christendom. He is beside Himself : and that the reason 
The first evil spirit has been cast out. of this was his continuous labour in teach - 
But by the growth of hypocrisy, secu- ing, which had not left time so much as to 
larity, and rationalism, the house has be- eat. There is nothing in this care for his 
come empty, swept, and garnished : swept bodily health (from whatever source the 
and garnished by the decencies of civiliza- act may have arisen on the part of his 
tion and discoveries of secular knowledge, brethren, see John vii. 5) inconsistent with 
but empty of living and earnest faith, the known state of his mother s mind (see 
And he must read prophecy but ill, who Luke ii. 19, 51). They stood, i. e. 
does not see under all these seeming outside the throng of hearers around our 
improvements the preparation for the Lord ; or, perhaps, outside the house. He 
final development of the man of sin, the meets their message with a reproof, which 
great re-possession, when idolatry and the at the same time conveys assurance to His 
seven worse spirits shall bring the out- humble hearers. He came for all men : 
ward frame of so-called Christendom to a and though He was born of a woman. He 
fearful end. (3) Another important ful- who is the second Adam, taking our entire 
filment of the prophetic parable may be humanity on Him, is not on that account 
found in the histories of individuals. By more nearly united to her, than to all 
religious education or impressions, the those who are united to Him by the 
devil has been cast out of a man ; but how Spirit ; nor bound to regard the call of 
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XIIL ^ The same day went Jesus out of the house, and 
sat by the sea side. ^ And great multitudes were gathered 
together unto him, so that ®he went into a ship, and sat; a Luke v. 3. 
aqd the whole multitude stood on the shore. ^ And he 
spake many things unto them in parables, saying. Behold, 

^ render. In that day. 


earthly relations so much as the welfare 
of those whom He came to teach and to 
save. It is to be noticed that our 
Lord, though He introduces the additional 
term into his answer, does not (and 
indeed could not) introduce, inasmuch as 
He never speaks of any earthly Father. 
See Luke ii. 49. All these characteristics 
of the motht% of our Lord are deeply 
interesting, both in themselves, and as 
building up, when put together, the most 
decisive testimony against the fearful 
superstition ^hich has assigned to her the 
place of a goddess in the Romish mytho- 
logy. Great and inconceivable as the 
honour of that meek and holy woman 
was, we find her repeatedly (see John 
ii. 4) the object of rebuke from her divine 
Son, and hear Him here declaring, that 
the honour is one which the humblest 
believer in Him has in common with her. 

Sticr remarks (Redon Jesu, ii. 57 note), 
that the juxtaposition of sister and mother 
in the mouth of our Lord makes it pro- 
bable that the brethren also were his actual 
brothers according to the desh : see note 
on ch. xiii. 55. 

Chap. XIIL 1—62.] The seven pa- 
EABLES. (The parallels, see under each.) 

1, 2.] Mark iv. 1. 1. In that 

day] These words may mean literally, as 
rendered in the A. Y., the same day. But 
it is not absolutely necessary. The words 
certainly do bear that meaning in Mark 
iv. 35, and important consequences follow 
(see note there) ; but in Acts viii. 1 they 
are as evidently indefinite. The instances 
of their occurrence in John (xiv. 20; xvi. 
23, 26) are not to the point, their use 
there being prophetical. 3. in para- 

bles] The senses of this word in the N. T. 
are various. My present concern with it 
is to explain its meaning as applied to the 
** parables ’’ of our Lord. (1) The Fa/ra- 
hie is not a Fable, inasmuch as the Fable 
is concerned only with the maxims of 
worldly prudence, whereas the parable 
conveys spiritual truth. The Fable in its 
form rejects probability, and teaches 
through the fancy, introducing speaking 
animals, or even inanimate things ; whereas 
the Parable adheres to probability, and 
teaches through the imagination, intro- 


ducing only things which may possibly 
happen. “ A parable is a story of that 
which purports to have happened, — has 
not actually happened, but might have 
happened.” (2) Nor is the Parable a 
Myth : inasmuch as in Mythology the 
course of the story is set before us as the 
truth, and simple minds receive it as the 
truth, only the reflective mind penetrating 
to the distinction between the vehicle and 
the thing conveyed; whereas in the Pa- 
rable these two stand distinct from one 
another to all minds, so that none but the 
very simplest would ever believe in the 
Parable as fact. (3) Nor is the Parable a 
Proverb : though the Greek word {para- 
hole) is used for both in the N. T. (Luke 
iv. 23 ; V. 36 : Matt. xv. 14, 15.) It is 
indeed more like a Proverb than cither of 
the former; being an expanded Proverb, 
and a Proverb a concentrated parable, or 
fable, or result of human experience ex- 
pressed without a figure. Hence it will bo 
seen tliat the Provt^rb ranges far wider 
than the parable, which is an expansion 
of only one particular case of a proverb. 
Thus ‘ Physician heal thyself^ would, if 
expanded, make a parable ; “ dog eat dog,” 
a fable ; “ honesty is the best policy,” 
neither of these. (4) Nor is the Parable 
an Allegory ; inasmuch as in the Allegory 
the imaginary persons and actions are 
placed in the very places and footsteps of 
the real ones, and stand there instead of 
them, declaring all the time by their 
names or actions who and what they are. 
Thus the Allegory is self- interpreting, and 
the persons in it are invested with the 
attributes of those represented ; whereas 
in the Parable the courses of action re- 
lated and understood run indeed })arallel, 
but the persons are strictly confined to 
their own natural places and actions, which 
are, in their relation and succession, typical 
of higher things. (5) It may well hence 
be surmised what a Parable is. It is a 
serious narration, within the limits of 
probability, of a course of action point- 
ing to some moral or spiritual Truth ; 
and derives its force from real analogies 
impressed by the Creator of all things on 
His creatures. The great Teacher by Pa- 
rables therefore is He who needed not that 
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a sower went forth to sow ; ^ and when he sowed, some 
[seeds] fell by the way side, and the fowls came and de- 
voured them up : ^ some fell upon stony places y where they 
had not much earth : and forthwith they sprung up, be- 
cause they had no deepness of earth : ^ * and when the sun 
was up, they were scorched ; and because they had no root, 
they withered away. 7 And some fell among y thorns ; 
and the thorns sprung up, and choked them : ^ but other 
b Oer).xxvl.l2, fell into * good groundy and brought forth fruit, some ^ an 
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. ^ Who hath 
ears to hear\ let him hear. the disciples came, 

V render, the. ^ render, the stony places. ^ render, but. 

y render, the thoms. * render, the gOod ground. ' ’ 8- omit. 


any should testify of man ; for He knew 
what was in man, John ii. 25 : moreover. 
He made man, and orders the course and 
character of human events. And this 
is the reason why none can, or dare, teach 
by parables, except Christ. We do not, as 
He did, see the inner springs out of whicli 
flow those laws of eternal truth and jus- 
tice, which the Parable is framed to 
elucidate. Our parables would be in dan- 
ger of perverting, instead of guiding 
aright. The Parable is especially adapted 
to different classes of hearers at once : it 
is understood by each according to his 
measure of understanding. 8ee note on 
ver. 12. The seven Parables related 

in this chapter cannot bo regarded as a 
collection made by the Evangelist as re- 
lating to one subject, the Kingdom of 
Heaven and its development ; they are 
clearly indicated by ver. 53 to have been 
all spoken on one and the same occasion, 
and form indeed a complete and glorious 
whole in their inner and deeper sense. 
The first four of these parables appear to 
have been spoken to the multitude from 
the ship (the interpretation of the parable 
of the sower being interposed); the last 
three, to the disciples in the house. 

From the expression he began in the 
parallel place in St. Mark, compared with 
the question of the disciples in ver. 10, — 
and with ver. 34, — it appears that this 
was the first beginning of our Lord^s 
teaching by parables, expressly so delivered, 
and projMjrly so called. And the natural 
sequence of things here agrees with, and 
confirms Matthew’s arrangement against 
those who would place (ns Ebrard) all this 
chapter before the Sermon on the Mount. 
He there spoke without parables, or 
mainljr so ; and continued to do so till the 
rejection and misunderstanding of his 


teaching led to His judicially adopting 
the course here indicated, without a para- 
ble spaJee lie not {nothing)^ unto them. 
The other order would be inconceivable; 
that after such parabolic teaching, and 
such a reason assigned for it, the Lord 
should, that reason remaining in full force, 
liave dCvSorted his jiarabolic teaching, and 
opened out his meaning as plainly as in 
the Sermon on the Mount. 3- — 9.] 

The Sowek. Mark iv. 2 — 9: Luke viii. 
4 — 8. See note on the locality in vv. 51, 
52. 3.] For the explanation of the 

parable see on vv. 19 — 23. 4. by tho 

way side] by (by the side of, along the 
line of) the path through the field. Luke 
inserts “ and it was trodden down,'* and 
after fowls of the heaven." 5.] the 

stony places ( “ the rock ” Luke), places 
where the native rock is but slightly covered 
with earth (which abound in Palestine), 
and where therefore the radiation from 
the face of the rock would cause the seed 
to spring up (jnickly, the shallow earth 
being heated by the sun of the day before. 

6.] root moisture" Luke. If 
the one could have struck down, it would 
have found the other. 7. among the 
thorns] In places where were the roots of 
thorns, beds of thistles, or such like, 
sprang up := “ sprung up with it " Luke : 
Mark adds and it yielded no fruit" 
8. fruit] After Mark inserts “ that 
sprang up and increased," Luke gives 
only ** an hundredfold." 9.] is 

common to all three Evangelists (Mark 
and Luke insert hear"). 

10—17.] OuE Lord’s reason eor 

TEACHING IN PARABLES. Mark iv. 10— 
12. Luke viii. 9, 10, but much abridged. 

10.] the disciples = “ they that 
were about him with the twelve," Mark. 
This question t(y)k place during a pause in 
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and said junto him, Why speakest thou unto them in para- 
bles? He answered and said unto them, Because ‘^it is cicor.ii.io. 
given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abun- 
dance : but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in 
parables : because they seeing see not ; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand, i^ And in them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, ® By hearing e vi^p. ^ 
ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye ictax^iviu; 
shall see, and shall not perceive : l^ for this people’s heart x?! f/ 
is waxed gross, and their ears ^are dull of hearing, and ^Meb.v.ii. 


our Lord^s teaching, not when He had 
entered the house, ver. 36. The question 
shews the newness of this method of teach- 
ing to the dkciples. It is not mentioned 
in Mark : only the enquiry into the mean- 
ing of the parable just spoken : nor in 
Luke : hut the answer implies it. 

11.] The Kingdom of Heaven, like other 
Kingdoms, has its secrets (mysteries, — see 
a definition by St. Paul in Rom. xvi. 25 f., 
— viz. Something kept secret since the 
world began, but now made manifest’^) 
and inner counsels, which strangers must 
not know. These are only revealed to the 
humble diligent hearers, to you : to those 
who were immediately around the Lord 
with the twelve; not to them = ‘■HheresV* 
Luke, = ‘‘ them that are toUhont ’’ Mark. 
(1 Cor. V. Hii 13.) it is not given is re- 
presented by “ in parables” Luke, and “ all 
things are done in parables” Mark. 12.] 

In this saying of the Lord is summed up the 
double force— revealing and concealing 
properties of the parable. By it, he who 
hath , — he who not only hears with the 
ear, but understands with the heart, has 
more given to him ; and it is for this 
main purpose undoubtedly that the Lord 
spoke parables ; to be to His Church reve- 
lations of the truth and mysteries of His 
Kingdom. Hut His present purpose in 
speaking them, as further explained be- 
low, was the quality possessed by them, 
and declared in the latter part of this 
verse, of hiding their meaning from the 
hard-hearted and sensual. By them, he 
who hath not, in whom there is no spark 
of spiritual desire nor meetness to receive 
the engrafted word, has taken from him 
even that which he hath {'^seemeth to 
have,” Luke) ; even the poor confused no- 
tions of heavenly doctrine which a sensual 
and careless life allow him, are further 
bewildered and darkened* by this simple 


teaching, into the depths of which he can- 
not penetrate so far as even to ascertain 
that they exist. No practical comment 
on the latter part of this saying can be 
more striking, than that which is fur- 
nished to our day by the study of the 
German rationalistic (and, I may add, 
some of our English harmonistic) Com- 
mentators ; while at the same time we may 
rejoice to see the ap])roxiinate fulfilment 
of the former in such commentaries as 
those of Olshausen, Neandcr, Stier, and 
Trench. In ch. xxv. 29, the fuller mean- 
ing of this saying, as applied not only to 
hearing, but to the whole spiritual life, is 
brought out by our Lord. 13.] be- 

cause they seeing see not, &c. = (in Mark, 
Luke; similarly below) ^Hhat seeing they 
may . . . not . . &c. In the deeper 

view of the purpose of the parable, both of 
these run into one. Taking the saying of 
ver. 12 for our guide, we have “ whosoever 
hath not ,” — “ because seeing they see not,” 
— and **from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath ,” — “ that seeing they may 
not see” The difficulties raised on these 
variations, and on the prophecy quoted in 
vv. 14, 15, have arisen entirely from not 
keeping this in view. 14, 16.] This 

prophecy is quoted with a similar reference 
John xii. 40 : Acts xxviii. 26, 27 ; see also 
Rom. xi. 8. is fulfilled] is being 

fulfilled, ‘ finds one of the stages of its ful- 
filment a partial one having taken place 
in the contemporaries of the prophet. 
Tlie prophecy is cited verbatim from the 
LXX, which changes the iiiqxjrative of 
the Hebrew (* Make the heart of this peo- 
ple fat," &c., E. V.) into the indicative, as 
bearing the same meaning. in them 

properly signifies relation, ‘ with regard to 
them." is waxed ^oss] literally, 

grew fat; from prosperity. are 

dull of hearing] literally, heard heavily. 
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their eyes they have closed ; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and 
'^LukYx.23. ^ should heal them, But ^ blessed are your eyes, for 
they see : and your ears, for they hear. For verily I 
^ 2 saiif'xxiu ' nntq you, ^ That many prophets and righteous men 
IS. have desired to see those things which ye see, and have 
not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them. 

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower, When 
ioi..iv. 23 . any one heareth the word *of the kingdom, and under- 
standeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth 


‘ sluggishly and imperfectly* their 

eyes they have closed] (Heb. ^smeared 
over.*) All this have they done : all 
this is increased in them by their con- 
tinuing to do it, and all lest they should 
(and so that they cannot) hear, see, 
understand, and be saved. I 

should heal them = “ it should he for- 
given them ** Mark. This citation gives 
no countenance to the fatalist view of 
the passage, but rests the whole blame 
on the hard-heartedness and unreadiness 
of the hearers, which is of itself the cause 
why the very preaching of the word is a 
means of further darkening and condemn- 
ing them (see 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4). 

16, 17.] See ref. Prov. These verses occur 
again in a different connexion, and with 
the form of expression slightly varied, Luke 
X. 23, 24. It was a saying likely to be 
repeated. On the fact that prophets, &c. 
desired to sec those things, see 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5 : Job xix. 23 — 27 : also Exod. iv. 
13, and Luke ii. 29 — 32. 

18 — 23.] iNTERrKETATION OF THE PA- 
EABLE OF THE SOWER. Mark iv. 10 — 
20. Luke viii. 9 — 18, who incorporate 
with the luiswer of our Lord to the re- 
quest of the disciples, much of our last 
section. 18.] Hear, in the sense of 
the verse before — hear the true meaning 
of, 'hear in your hearts* With regard 
to the Parable itself, we may remark that 
its great leading idea is that ** mystery of 
the Kingdom^ according to which tlie 
grace of God, and the receptivity of it 
by man, work ever together in bringing 
forth fruit. The seed is one and the same 
every whore and to all : but seed does not 
spring up without earth, nor does earth 
bring forth without seed ; and the success 
or failure of the seed is the consequence of 
the adaptation to its reception, or other- 
wise, of the spot on which it falls. But 


of course, on the other hand, as the en- 
quiry, “ Wliy is this ground rich, and that 
barren ? ** leads us up into the creative 
arrangements of God, — so a ^'similar en- 
quiry in the spiritual interpretation would 
lead us into the inscrutable and sovereign 
arrangements of Him who ‘ preventeth us 
that we may have a good will, and work- 
eth with us when we have that will ’ (Art. 
X. of the Church of England). See, on 
the whole, my Sermons before the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, February, 1858. 

19.] In Luke we have an important pre- 
liminary declaration, implied indeed here 
also : the seed is the word of Qod ** 

This word is in this parable especially 
meant of the word preached, though the 
word written is not excluded ; nor the 
word unwritten — the providencv^s and judg- 
ments, and even the creation, of God. 
(See Horn. x. 17, 18.) The similitude in 
this parable is alluded to in 1 Pet. i. 23 : 
James i. 21. The sower is first the Son 
of Man (ver. 37), then His ministers and 
servants (1 Cor. iii. 6) to the end. He 
sows over all the field, unlikely as well as 
likely places; and commands His sowers 
to do the same, Mark xvi. 15. Some, 
Stier says, have objected to the parable a 
want of truthful correspondence to reality, 
because sowers do not thus waste their 
seed by scattering it where it is not likely 
to grow ; but, as he rightly answers,- — the 
simple idea of the parable must be borne 
in mind, and its limits not transgressed — 
'a sower went out to sow* — his sowing- 
— sowing over all places is the idea of the 
parable. We see him only as a sower, not 
as an economist. The parable is not 
about Him, but about the seed and what 
happens to it. He is the fit representa- 
tive of Qod, who giveth liberally to all 
men, and upbraideth not, James i. 5. 
and understandbtli it not is peculiar to 
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away thg,t which, was sown in his heart. This is he which 
^ received seed by the way side. ^ But he that ® received 
the seed into stony 'places^ the same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon ^ with joy receiveth it ; yet hath he not 
root in himself, but dureth for a while : for when tribula- 
tion or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by, 

^ he is offended. ^2 gg qI^q -that ^ received seed ™ among the is 
thorns is he that heareth the word ; ^ and the care of ® this n/Tim!vi:9. 
worlds and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and 
he becometh unfruitful. 23 he that ^ received seed into 


c render, was sown upon the stony places. 

® read, the World. 

t render, Was SOWn upon. 


^ render, waS SOWn. 
d render, waS SOWn. 
c 

Matthew, and very important ,* as in Mark 
and Luke this . first class of hearers are 
without any certain index to denote them. 
The reason of this not understanding is 
clearly set forth by the parable : the 
heart is hardened, trodden down j the seed 
cannot penetrate. the wicked one 

= “ Satan ” (Mark, who also inserts 
“ immediately ”), = “ the devil ” (Luke). 
The parable itself is here most satisfactory 
as to the manner in which the Evil One 
proceeds. By fowls of the air — passing 
thoughts and desires, which seem insigni- 
ficant and even innocent — docs Satan do 
his work, and rob the heart of the precious 
seed. St. Luke adds the purpose of Satan in 
taking away the word : “ lest they should 
helieve and he sashed** he that was 
sown by tfie way side (not, as A. V. “ he 
that received seed hy the way side ”). This 
is not a confusion of similitudes, — no 
'primary and secondary interpretation^ of 
the seed , — but the deep truth, both of na- 
ture and of grace. The seed sown spring- 
ing up in the earth, becomes the plant, 
and bears the fruit, or fails of bearing it ; 
it is therefore the representative, when 
sown, of the individuals of whom the dis- 
course is. And though in this first case it 
does not spring up, yet the same form of 
speech is kept up : throughout they are 
they that were sown, as, when the question 
of bearing fruit comes, they must be. We 
are said to be " hoTm again hy the word of 
God,” 1 Pet. i. 23. It takes us up into 
itself, as the seed the earth, and we be- 
come a new plant, a new creation ; cf. also 
below, ver. 38, “ the good seed, are the 
children of the Kingdom” 20 , 21 .] 

In this second case, the surface of the 
mind and disposition is easily stirred, soon 
excited ; but beneath lies a heart even 
harder than the trodden, way. So the 
VOL. I. 


plant, springing up under the false heat of 
excitement, having no root struck down 
into the depths of the being, is, when the 
real heat from without arises which is 
intended to strengthen and forward the 
healthy-rooted plant, withered and de- 
stroyed. The Greek word signifies not 
only ' dureth for a while,’ but also ‘ is 
the creature of circumstances,’ changing 
as they change. Both ideas are included. 
St. Luke has, " in time of temptation fall 
away,” thus accommodating themselves to 
that time. 22.] In tliis third sort, 

all as regards the soil is well; the seed 
goes deep, the plant springs up; all is 
as in the next case, with but one excep- 
tion, and that, the hearing of fruit — 
becometh unfruitful = bring no fruit to 
perfection (Luke). And this because the 
seeds or roots of thorns are in, and are 
suffered to spring up in the heart, and to 
overwhelm the plant. There is a divided 
will, a half-service (see on ch. vi. 25) which 
ever ends in the prevalence of evil over 
good. This class is not confined to the 
rich : riches in Scripture is not riches ab- 
solutely, as possessed, but riches relatively, 
as estimated by the desire and value for 
them. St. Mark adds, and the lusts of {the) 
other things, viz. the other things which 
shall be added to us if we seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
The identity of the seeds sown with the 
individuals of these classes, as maintained 
above, is Strikingly shewn in Luke here : 
that which fell among thorns, {these) are 
they &c. (viii. 14.) We may notice : (I) 
That there is in these three classes a peo- 
GBESS, and that a threefold one : — (1) in 
TIME : — the first receives a hindrance at 
the very outset: the seed never springs 
up ; — the second after it has sprung up, 
but soon after: -the third when it has 
H 
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the good ground is he that heareth the word, aijid under- 
standeth it ; which also heareth fruit, and bringeth forth, 
some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying. The 
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which ^ sowed good 
seed in his field : but while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 go the servants of 
the householder came and said unto him. Sir, didst not 

^ so^ne of the best MSS. read, had SOWed. 


enteredy sprung and come to maturity : 
or while it is so coming. — (2) in apparent 
DEGREE. The cTiniax is apparently from 
had to better ; — the first understand not : 
the second understand and feel : the third 
understand, feel, and practise, lint also 
(3) in REAL DEGREE, from bad to worse. 
Less awfhl is the state of those*, who under- 
stand not the word and lose it immediately, 
than that of those, who feel it, receive it 
with joy, and in time of trial fall atvay : 
less awful again this last, than that of 
those who understand, feel, and practise, 
but are fruitless and impure. It has 
been notie'cd also that the first is more tlic 
fault of careless inalt entire oiitldiiood ; 
the second of ardent shallow youtu ; the 
third of worldly self-seeking age. (II) 
That these classes do not exclude one 
another. They arc great general divi- 
sions, the outer circles of which fall into 
one another, ns they very likely might in 
the field itself, in their different combina- 
tions. 23.] Here also the fourth 

class must not be undcrstoixl as a decided 
well-marked company, excluding all the 
rest. For the soil is not good by nature : 
the natural man reeeivoth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; but every predispo- 
sition to receive them is of God : — even 
the shallow soil covering the rock, even 
the thorny soil, received its power to take 
in and vivify the seed, trom God. So that 
divine grace is the enabling, vivifying, 
cleansing power throughout : and these 
sown on the good land are no naturally 
good, amiable, or pure class, but those 
prepared by divine grace — receptive, by 
granted receptive power. The sowing is 
not necessarily the first that has ever 
taken place: the field has been and is 
continually resown, so that the care of 
the husbandman is presupjK)sed. Again, 
no irresistible grace or absolute decree of 
God must be dreamt of here. God work- 
ing not barely upon, but with man, is, as 


we said above, the mystery of the King- 
dom here declared, — see* Jer, iv. 3; 
Hosea x. 12 : Gal. vi. 7. See note on 
Luke viii. 15. an hundred, sixty, 

thirty, the different degrees of faithful- 
ness and devotedness of life, .with which 
fruit is brought forth by different classes 
of persons. There is no point of compari- 
son with the different classes in the parable 
of the talents : for he who had five talents 
yielded the same increase as he who had two. 

24— 30.] Second parable. Tue 
TARES OF TDE FIELD. Peculiar to Mat- 
thew. For the explanation of this parable 
see b(‘low, vv. 36—43. 24.] is likened 

unto a man, i. e. ‘ is like the whole circum- 
stances about to be detailed’ ; like the case 
of a man,* &c. A similar form of con- 
stniction is found in ch. xviii. 23, and in 
other parables in Matthew. 26.] 

men; i.e. not, ‘ the men* belopging to the 
owner of the field, but men generally : and 
the cxj)res8ion is used only to designate 
‘ in the night time* not to charge the ser- 
vants with any want of watchfulness, 
sowed] more than this : the verb means, 
sowed over the first seed. tares] 

The Greek word is zizania ; apparently 
the darnel, or bastard xvheat (lolium al- 
bum), so often seen in our fields and by 
our hedgerows ; if so, what follows will be 
explained, that the tares appeared when 
the wheat came into ear, having been 
previously not noticeable. It appears to 
be an Eastern word. Our Lord was 
speaking of an act of malice practised in 
the East : — persons of revengeful disposi- 
tion watch the ground of a neighbour being 
ploughed, and in the night following sow 
destructive weeds. (The practice is not 
unknown even in England at present. 
Since the publication of the first edition 
of my Greek Test., a field belonging to 
myself, at Gaddesby in Leicestershire, 
was maliciously sown with charlock [sina- 
pis arvensis] ov^r the wheat. An action 
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thou sow good seed in thy field ? from whence then hath 
it tares ? He said unto them, i An enemy hath done 
this. ^ The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we 
gp and gather them up ? But he said. Nay ; lest while 
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. 20 1 LQf IqIJi together until the harvest : and 
in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers. Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
them : but ® gather the wheat into my barn. ° ' 

21 Another parable put he forth unto them, sajdng. The 
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which 
a man tool^ and sowed in his field : 23 which indeed is the 
least of all seeds : but when it is grown, it is the greatest 
among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

22 Anotlber parable spake he unto them ; The kingdom 

1 literally, a man [which is) an enemy. ^ read, They. 

1 render, Leavc both to grow. 


at law was brought by the tenant, and 
heavy damages obtained against the of- 
fender.) 29.] Jerome in loc. says: 

Between wheat and tares, which we call 
lolium, as long as both are in the blade, 
and the stalk is not yet in ear, there is a 
great similitude, and discrimination is dif- 
ficult, if not impossible.’’ Jeroiiu^, it must 
be remembered, resided in Palestine. 

31, 32.] Mird parable. The grain 
OP MUSTARD SEED. Mark iv. 30—34: 
Luke xiii. 18, 19. On the connexion of 
this parable with the two last, Chrysostom 
observes : Having told them that of the 
seed three parts perish, and only one is 
jireserved, and that in the preserved por- 
tion itself there is such deleterious mix- 
ture, — for fear they might say * And who 
then and how many will bo the faithful ?’ 
Ho goes on to remove this fear by the 
parable of the mustard seed, helping their 
faith, and shewing them that, all this not- 
withstanding, the kingdom shall spread 
and flourish.” The comparison of king- 
doms to trees was familiar to the Jews ; 
see Daniel iv. 10 — 12, 20 — 22 : Ezek. xxxi. 
3—9; xvii. 22—24: Ps. Ixxx. 8 — 11. 

32. least of all] literally, less than all. 
The words are not to be pressed to their 
literal sense, as the mustard seed was a 
W’ ell -known Jewish type for any thing 
exceedingly small. The mustard tree at- 
tains to a large size in Judaja. See cita- 
tions from Lightfoot in mj Greek Test. 
This parable, like most others respecting 


the kingdom of God, has a double refer- 
ence — general and individual. (1) In the 
general sense, the insignificant beginnings 
of the kingdom are set forth : the little 
babe cast in the manger at Bethlehem; 
the Man of sorrows with no place to lay 
His Head ; the crucified One ; or again 
the hundred and twenty names who were 
the seed of the (fimrch after the Lord 
had ascended ; then we have the Kingdom 
of God waxing onward and spreading its 
branches here and there, and different 
nations coming into it. “Ho must in- 
crease,” said the great Forerunner. We 
must beware however of imagining that 
the outward Cfmrchform is this King- 
dom. It has rather reversed the parable, 
and is the worldly power waxed to a great 
tree and the Churches taking refuge under 
the shadow of it. It may be, where not 
corrupted by error and superstition, sub- 
servient to the growth of the heavenly 
plant : but is not itself that plant. It is 
at best no more than (to change the figure) 
the scaftblding to aid the building, not the 
building itself. (2) The individual appli- 
cation of the parable points to the small 
beginnings of divine grace; a word, a 
thought, a passing sentence, may prove to 
be the little seed which eventually fills 
and shadows the whole heart and being, 
and calls ‘ all thoughts, all passions, all de- 
lights’ to come and shelter under it. 

83.] Fourth parable. The leaven. 
Luke xiii. 20, 21. Difificultics have been 
2 
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of heaven is like imto leaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in para- 
pP 8 A.ixxviii. hies; and without a parable spake he ^not unto theqi: 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro- 
0. cSu i! 26. phet, saying, p I wiU open my mouth in parables ; ^ I will 

^ read, nothing. 


raised as to the interpretation of this 
parable which do not seem to belong to it. 

It has been questioned whether leaven 
must not be taken in the sense in which it 
so often occurs in Scripture, as symbolic of 
pollution and corruption. See Exod. xii. 
15, and other enactments of the kind, 
passim in the law ; and ch. xvi. 6 : 1 Cor. 

V. 6, 7. And some few have taken it thus, 
and explained the parable of the progress 
of corruption and deterioration in the 
outward visible Church. But then, how 
is it said that the Kingdom of Mearen is 
like this leaven ? For the construction is 
not the same as in ver. 24, where the 
similitude is to the whole course of things 
related, but answers to a grain of mus^ 
tard seed which a man took*^ &c. ; so 
“ leaven, which a woman took” &c. Again, 
if the progress of the Kingdom of Heaven 
be towards corruption, till the tohole is 
corrupted, surely there is an end of all the 
blessings and healing influence of the 
Gospel on the world. It will be seen that 
such an interpretation cannot for a mo- 
ment stand, on its own ground ; but much 
less when we connect it with the parable 
preceding. The two are intimately re- 
lated. That was of the inherent self- 
developing power of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, as a seed, containing in itself the 
principle of expansion ; this, of the power 
which it possesses of penetrating and assi- 
milating a foreign mass, till all be taken 
up into it. And the comparison is not 
only to the power, but to the ejfect of 
leaven also, which has its good as well as 
its bad side, and for that good is used: 
viz. to make wholesome and fit for use 
that which would otherwise be heavy and 
insalubrious. Another striking point of 
comparison is in the fact that leaven, as 
used ordinarily, is a piece of the leavened 
loaf put amongst the new dough, just as 
the Kingdom of Heaven is the renewal of 
humanity by the righteous Man Christ 
Jesus. Tne Parable, like the last, has 
its general and its individual application : 
• (1) in the penetrating of the whole mass 
of humanity, by degrees, by the influence 
of the 8pii*it of God, so strikingly wit- 


nessed in the earlier ages by the dropping 
of heathen customs and worship ; — in mo- 
dem times more gradually and secretly 
advancing, but still to be plainly seen in 
the various abandonments of criminal and 
unholy practices (as e. g. im our own time 
of slavery and duelling, and the increasing 
abhorrence of war among Christian men), 
and without doubt in the end to be sig- 
nally and universally manifested. But 
this cflect again is not to ^ie traced in 
the establishment or history of so-called 
Churches, but in the hidden advancement, 
without observation, of that deep leaven- 
ing power which works in’espective of 
human forms and systems. (2) In the 
transforming power of the ‘new leaven' 
on the whole being of individuals. “In 
fact the Parable does nothing less than 
set forth to us the mystery of regenera- 
tion, both in its first act, which can be 
but once, as the leaven is but once hidden ; 
and also in the consequent (subsequent ?) 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, which, as the 
ulterior working of the leaven, is continual 
and progressive." (Trench, pi 97.) Some 
have contended for this as the sole appli- 
cation of the parable; but not, I think, 
rightly. As to whether the woman has 
any especial meaning, (though I am more 
and more convinced that such considera- 
tions are not always to be passed by as 
nugatory,) it will hardly iSe of much con- 
sequence here to enquire, seeing that 
women bakers would be every where a 
matter of course. Tliree of these mea- 
sures, which composed an ephah, appear 
to have been the usual quantity prepared 
for a baking : see Gen. xviii. 6 : Judg. 
vi. 19 : 1 Sam. i. 24. This being the case, 
we need not perhaps seek for any sym- 
bolical interpretation : though Olshausen’s 
hint that the body, soul, and spirit may 
perhaps be here intended can hardly but 
occur to us, and Stier’s, that “ of the three 
sons of Noah was the whole earth over- 
spread," is worth recording. 

34, 36.] Conclusion of the paeables 
SPOKEN to the multitudes. Mark iv. 
33, 34. 35. that it might be fol- 

fiUed] Sec iA)te on ch. i. 22. The pro- 
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utter things which have been kept secret from the founda- 
tion of the world. 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into 
the house : and his disciples came unto him, saying, De- 
dare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. ^7 He , 
answered and said [J^unto them]y He that soweth the good 
seed is the Son of man; ^the field is the world; the pm x.is. 

' ' Col. i. 0. 

^ omit. 


pTiety •according to the superscription of 
Psalm Ixxviii., is Asaph, so called 2 Chron. 
xxix. 30, LXX. 

36—43.] Interpretation op the 

PARABLE op THE TARES OP THE FIELD. 
Peculiar to ^atthew, 38.] This verse 
has been variously interpreted, notwith- 
standing that its statements are so plain. 
The consideration of it will lead us into 
that of the general nature and place of 
the parahlcWtself. The field is the world ; 
if understood of the Church, then the 
Church only as commensurate with the 
worlds Oo ye into aU the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 
xvi. 15) ,• THE Church standing for the 
WORLD, not, the world for the Church. 
And the parable has, like the former ones, 
its various references to various counter- 
workings of the Evil One against the 
grace of God. Its two principal references 
are, (1) to the whoU history of the world 
from beginning to end ; tlie coming of sin 
into the world by the malice of the devil, — 
the mixed state of mankind, notwithstand- 
ing the development of God’s purposes by 
the dispensations of grace, — and the final 
separation of the good and evil at the end. 
The very declaration ‘the harvest is the 
end of the world’ suggests the original 
sowing as the beginning of it. Yet this 
sowing is not in the fact, as in the parable, 
one onlyy but repeated again and again. 

In the parable the Lord gathers as it 
were the whole human race into one life- 
timey as they will be gathered in one harvest, 
and sets that forth as simultaneous, which 
has been scattered over thfe ages of time. 
But (2) as applying principally to the King- 
dom of heaven, which lay in the future and 
began with the Lord’s incarnation, the para- 
ble sets forth to us the universal sowing of 
GOOD SEED by the Gospel : it sows no had 
seed : all this is done by the enemy, and 
further we may not enquire. Soon, even 
as soon as Acts v. in the History of the 
Church, did the tares begin to appear; and 
in remarkable coincidence with the wheat 
bringing forth fruit (see Acts iv. 32 — 37). 
Again, see Acts xiii. 10, where Paul calls 


Elymas by the veryname, of the devil.” 

And ever since, the same has been the 
case; throughout the whole world, where 
the Son of Man sows good seed, the Enemy 
sows tares. And it is not the office, how- 
ever much it may be the desire, of the ser- 
vants of the householder, the labourers in 
His field, to collect or root up these tares, 
to put them out of the world literally, or 
of the Church spiritually (save in some few 
exceptional cases, such as that in Acts v.) ; 
this is reserved for another time and for 
other hands, — for the harvest, the end; 
for the reapers, the angels, (3) It is also 
most important to notice that, as the 
Lord here gathers up ages into one season 
of seed time and harvest, so He also 
gathers up the various changes of human 
character and shiftings of human will into 
two distinct classes. We are not to sup- 
pose that the wheat can never become 
tares, or the tares wheat : this would be 
to contradict the purpose of Him who 
willeth not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he should be converted and 
live ; and this gracious purpose shines 
through the command “ lei both grow to- 
gether” — let time be given (as above) 
for the leaven to work. As in the parable 
of the sowbr, the various classes were the 
concentrations of various dispositions, all 
of which are frequently found in one and 
the same individual, so here the line of 
demarcation between wheat and tares, so 
fixed and impassable at last, is during the 
probation time, the time of growing to- 
gether, not yet determined by Him who 
will have all to he saved, arid to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. In the very 
first example, that of our first parents, the 
good seed degenerated, but their restora- 
tion and renewal was implied in the pro- 
mises made to them, and indeed in their 
very punishment itself ; and we their pro- 
geny are by nature the children of wrath, 
till renewed by the same grace. The 
parable is delivered by the Lord as know- 
ing all things, and describing by the final 
result; and gives no countenance what^ 
ever to predestinarian error. (4) The pa* 
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‘ Mn viiLk * children of the kingdom, but ' the tares 

^ johu liL si are the ® children of the wicked one ; the eneiny that 
tjocnii.18. sowed them is the devil; ‘the harvest is the end of the 
world ; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; so shall it 
be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send 
'‘n'eYii‘i '2 angels, ^and they shall gather out of his king- 

dom all things that ofiend, and them which do iniquity ; 
^^^and shall cast them into furnace of fire: there 
wS.viii.i2. shall be ^wailing and gnashing of teeth. ^^Then TshaU 
X Dan.^xu. 3 .^ the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
' their Father. Who hath ears to hear\ let him hear. 

^ Again^ the kingdom of heaven is like unjo treasure 
hid in a field ; ^ the which when a man hath founds he hideth, 
yphu.iii.7,8. and for joy thereof goeth and ^selleth ail that he hath, 
* buyeth that field. 

® render, SOUS. P render, the. 

^ render, the wailing and the gnashing. ^ omit, 

® omit, ^ render, which a man found, and hid. 


rable has an historical importance, having 
been much in the mouths and writings 
of the Donatists, who, maintaining that 
the Church is a perfectly holy congrega- 
tion, denied the applicability of this Scrip- 
ture to convict them of error, seeing that 
it is spoken not of the Church, but of the 
world: missing the deeper truth whicli 
would have led them to see that, after all, 
the world is the Church, only overrun by 
these very tares. the good seed, 

(these) are the sons strikingly sets forth 
again the identity of the seed, in its 
growth, with those who are the plants : 
see above on ver. 19. the sons of 
the kingdom] not in the same sense as 
in ch. viii. 12, — sons there, by covenant 
and external privilege: here , — by the ef- 
fectual grace of adoption: the KiNanoM, 
there, in mere paradigm, on this imperfect 
earth : here, in its true accomplishment, 
in the new heavens and earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness : but in their state 
among the tares, waiting for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God. 41. 

tMngs that offend] generally understood 
of those men who give cause of offence, 
tempters and hinderers of others: it is 
better to understand it rather of things, 
as well as men, who are afterwards de- 
signated. 43.] shall shine, literally, 
sldne out (their light here being enfeebled 
and obscur^), as the sun from a cloud, 
of their Pather, answering to the som. 


ver. 38. This sublime announcement is over 
and above the interpretation of the parable. 

44.] Fifth parable. The hidden 
Treasure. Peculiar to Matthew, This 
and the following parable are closely con- 
nected, and refer to two distinct classes 
of persons who become possessed of the 
treasure of the Gospel. Notice that these, 
as also the seventh and last, are spoken 
not to the multitude, hut to the disciples. 

In this parable, a man, labouring 
perchance for another, or by accident in 
passing, finds a treasure which has been 
hidden in a field ; from joy at having found 
it he goes, and selling all he has, buys the 
field, thus (by the Jewish law) becoming 
the possessor also of the treasure. Such 
hiding of treasure is common even now, 
and was much more common in the East 
(see Jer. xli. 8 : Job hi. 21 : Prov. ii. 4). 

This sets before us the case of a 
man who unexpectedly, without earnest 
seekmg, finds, in some part of the outward 
Church, the treasure of true faith and 
hope and communion with God ; and having 
found this, for joy of it he becomes pos- 
sessor, not of the treasure without the 
field (for that the case supposes impos- 
sible), but of the field at all hazards, to 
secure the treasure which is in it : i. e. he 
possesses himself of the means of grace 
provided in that branch of the Church, 
where, to use a common expression, he 
has “gotten his good:’^ he makes that 
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant 
man seelang goodly pearls : who, when he had foimd 
“one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, 
and bought it. 

^7 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 
that was cast into the sea, and ^ gathered of every kind l b ch. xxii. 10. 
4*8 which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. So shall it be at the end of the world : the angels 
shall come forth, and ® sever the wicked from among the cch.xxv. 82 . 
just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire : there 


field his own^ 46, 48.] Sixth pa- 
rable. The pearl op great price. 
In this parable our Lord sets before us, 
that although in ordinary cases of finding 
Hhe truth as it is in Jesus, ^ the buying of 
the field isHhe necessary prelude to be- 
coming duly and properly possessed of it ; 
yet there are cases, and those of a nobler 
kind, where such condition is not neces- 
sary. We have here a merchantman , — 
one whose business it is , — on the search 
for goodly pearls ; i. e. a man who intel- 
lectually and spiritually is a seeker of 
truth of the highest kind. “ He whom 
this pursuit occupies is a merchantman; 
i. e. one trained, as well as devoted, to 
business. The search is therefore deter- 
minate, discriminate, unremitting. This 
case then corres]K)nds to such Christians 
only as from youth have been trained up 
ill the wa^ which they should go. In 
these alone can be the settled habits, the 
etiectual self-direction, the convergence to 
one point of all the powers and tendencies 
of the soul, which are iiuliinited by the 
illustration."^ (Knox’s Remains, i. 460.) 
Hut as the same writer goes on to observe, 
even here there is a discovery, at a parti- 
cular time. Tlie person has been seeking, 
and finding, goodly pearls; what is true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good 
report : but at last he finds one pearl of 
great price — the efficacious principle of 
inward and spiritual life. We hear of no 
emotion, no great joy of heart, as before; 
but the same decision of conduct ; he sells 
all and buys it. He chooses vital Chris- 
tianity, at whatever cost, for his portion. 
But here is no Ji(M. The pearl is bought 
pure — by itself. It is found, not unex- 
pectedly in the course of outward ordi- 
nances, with which therefore it would 
become to the finder inseparably bound 
up, — but by diligent search, spiritual and 
immediate, in its highest and purest 


form. Trench instances Nathanael and 
the Samaritan woman as examples of the 
finders without seeking : — Augustine, as 
related in his Confessions (we might add 
St. Paul, see Phil. iii. 7), of the diligent 
seeker and finder. Compare with this 
parable Prov. ii. 3 — 9, and to see what 
kind of buying is not meant, Isa. Iv. 1 ; 
ch. XXV. 9, 10. Also see Rev. iii. 18. 

47 — 52.] Seventh parable. The 
DRAW-NET. Peculiar to Matthew. 

47.] The net 8ix)ken of is a drag, or draw- 
net, drawn over the bottom of the water, 
and permitting nothing to escape it. The 
leading idea of this parable is the ultimate 
separation of the holy and unholy in the 
Church, with a view to the selection of 
the former for the master’s use. We may 
notice that the fishermen are kept out of 
view and never mentioned: the compari- 
son not extending to them . A net is cast 
into the sea and gathers of every kind (of 
fish : not of things, as mud, weeds, &c., 
as some suppose); when this is full, it 
is drawn to shore, and the good collected 
into vessels, while the had (the legally un- 
clean, those out of season, those putrid or 
maimed) are east away. This net is the 
Church gathering from the sea (a common 
Scripture similitude for nations : see Rev. 
xvii. 15: Isa. viii.7 : Ps. Ixv. 7) of the world, 
all kinds (see Rev, vii. 9) ; and when it 
is full, it is drawn to the hank (the limit 
of the ocean, as the end [literally, consume 
maiion^ is the limit of the world [literally, 
agef), and the angels (not the same as the 
fishers; for in the parable of the tares 
the servants and reapers are clearly dis- 
tinguished) shall gather out the wicked 
from among the just, and cast them into 
everlasting punishment. It is plain that 
the comparison must not be strained be- 
yond its limits, as our Lord shews us that 
the earthly here gives but a faint outline 
of the heavenly. Compare the mere ** coat 
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shall be ^wailing and gnashing of teeth. Jesus saith 

unto them,'] Have ye understood all these things'"? They 
say unto him, Yea[, ^ Lord]. Then said he unto them, 
Therefore every scribe which is ^ instructed unto the king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a man that is an household^V, 
d Cant. vii. 18. which bringeth forth out of his treasure ^things new and 
old. 

^ render, the wailing and the gnashing. 

^ omit, ^ omitted in some of the oldest OAithorities, 

* literally, made a disciple : see ch. xxviii. 19. 


away'* of the one, with the fearful anti- 
type of vv. 49, 50. 61, 62.] Solemn 

CONCLUSION OF THE PAEABLES. Wlien 
our Lord asks, * Have ye understood all 
these things?^ and they answer, ‘Yea, 
[Lord,]^ the reply must he taken as spoken 
from their then standing -point, from which 
hut little could he seen of that inner and 
deej)er meaning which the Holy Spirit has 
since unfolded. And this circumstance 
explains the following parabolic remark 
of our Lord; that every scribe {they, in 
their study of the Lord’s sayings, answer- 
ing to the then scribes in their study of 
the Law) who is instructed (discipled), 
enrolled as a disciple and taught as such, 
is like an householder (the Great House- 
holder being the Lord Himself, (compare 
ch. xxiv. 45) who puts forth from his store 
new things and old ; i. e. ‘ ye yourselves, 
scribes of the Kingdom of Heaven, in- 
structed as ye shall fully be in the mean- 
ing of these sayings, are (shall be) like 
householders, from your own stores of 
knowledge respecting them hereafter bring- 
ing out not only your present understand- 
ing of them, hut ever new and deeper 
meanings.’ And this is true of every 
scribe : JJ^eT^real spiritually -learned scribe 
of the Kingdom of Heaven is able, from 
the increasing stores of his genuine experi- 
mental knowledge of the word (not merely 
from books or leaming, or the Bible itself, 
but out of his treasure), to bring forth 
things new and old. The therefore 
is an expression of consequence, but not a 
strong one : answering nearly to our Well, 
then. Tliis is perhaps the fittest place 
to make a few general remarks on this 
wonderful cycle of Parables. We observe, 
(1) How naturally they are evolved from 
the objects and associations surrounding 
our Lord at the time (see on this the very 
interesting section of Stanley, Sinai and 
Palestine, ch. xiii. § 2, p. 420 ff., “ On the 
Parables”). He sat in a boat in the sea, 
teaching the people who were on the land. 
His eye wander^ over the rich plain of 


Gennesaret : — the field-paths, the stony 
places, the neglected spots choked with 
wild vegetation, the plots of rich and deep 
soil, were all before him. Th^same imagery 
prevails in the parable of the tares of the 
field, and in that of the mustard seed ; and 
the result of the tilling of the land is asso- 
ciated with the leaven in the lump. Then 
He quits the sea-shore and' enters the 
house with the disciples, lliere the link 
to the former parable is the exposition of 
the tares of the field. Prom the working 
of the land for seed to finding a treasure 
in a field the transition is easy — from the 
finding without seeking to seeking eaniestly 
and finding, easy again : from the seed to 
the buried treasure, from the treasure to 
the pearl, — the treasure of the deep, — 
again simple and natural. The pearl re- 
calls the sea ; the sea the fishermen with 
their net ; the mixed throng lining the 
beach, the great day of separation on the 
further bank of Time. (2) The seven 
Parables compose, in their inifier depth of 
connexion, a great united whole, begin- 
ning with the first sowing of the Church, 
and ending with the consummation. We 
must not, as Stier well remarks, seek, with 
Bengel, &c., minutely to apportion the series 
prophetically, to various historical periods : 
those who have done so (see Trench, 
p. 142, edn. 4) have shewn caprice and 
inconsistency ; and the parable, though 
in its manifold depths the light of pro- 
phecy sometimes glimmers, has for its 
main object to teach, not to foretell. More 
than a general outline, shewn by the pro- 
minence of those points to which the re- 
spective parables refer, in the successive 
periods of the Church, we can hardly ex- 
pect to find. But as much we unques- 
tionably do find. The apostolic age was 
(1) the greatest of all the seed times of 
the Church : then (2) sprang up the tares, 
heresies manifold, and the attempts to root 
them out, almost as pernicious as the here- 
sies themselves ; nay, the so-called Church 
Catholic was for ages employed in rooting 
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And it came to pass that when Jesus had finished 
these parables, he departed thence. ^4 when he was ech. 11.28. 

come into his own country, he taught them in their syna- 
gogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, 
Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works? ^Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his 
mother called Mary? and «his brethren, James, and 


up the wheat also. Notwithstanding this 
(3) the little seed waxed onward — the 
kingdoms of the earth came gradually in 
— (4) the leaven was secretly penetrating 
and assimilating. Then is it, (5) during 
the period of dissensions, and sects, and 
denominations, that here and there by 
this man anci that man the treasure shall 
be found : then is it, (6) during the in- 
crease of secular knowledge, and cultiva- 
tion of the powers of the intellect, that 
merchantmen shall seek goodly pearls up 
and down The world, and many shall find, 
each for himself, the Pearl of Price. And 
thus we are carried on (7) through all the 
ages during which the great net has been 
gathering of every kind, to the solemn day 
of inspection and separation, which will 
conclude the present state. 

63—68.] Teaching, and eejection, 
AT Nazareth. Markvi. 1 — 6. See Luke 
iv. 16—29 and notes. 63, 64.] his 
own country, viz. Nazareth. Perhaps the 
proceedings of ch. viii. 18 — ix. 34 are to 
be inserted between those two verses. In 
Mark iv. 35, the stilling of the storm and 
voyage to the Gadarenes are bound to the 
above parJbles by what appears a distinct 
note of sequence : ‘ the same day, when the 
even was come* The teaching was on the 
Sabbath (Mark). 65. his brethren] 

It is an enquiry of much interest and some 
difficulty, who these were. After long 
examination of the evidence on the sub- 
ject, I believe that the truth will best 
be attained by disencumbering the mind 
in the first place of all d priori considera- 
tions, and traditions (which lost are very 
inconsistent and uncertain), and fixing 
the attention on the simple testimony of 
Scripture itself. I will trace bre- 

thren f or “ the brethren of the Lordf 
through the various mentions of them in 
the N. T., and then state the result ; placing 
at the end of the note the principal tradi- 
tions on the subject, and the difficulties 
attending them. (I) The expression ** His 
brethren** occurs nine times in the Gospels, 
and once in the Acts. Of these the three 
first are in the narratives of the coming of 
His mother and brethren to speak with 
Him, Matt. xii. 46 : Mark iii. 31 ; Luke 


viii. 19 : the two next are the present pas- 
sage and its || in Mark vi. 3, where they 
are mentioned in connexion with His 
mother and sisters ; the/o«r others are in 
John ii. 12; vii. 3, 5, 10; in the first of 
which He and his mother and brethren 
and disciples are related to have gone down 
to Capernaum : and in the three last His 
brethren are introduced as urging Him to 
shew Himself to the world, and it is stated 
that they did not believe on Him. The 
last is in Acts i. 14, where we read that 
the Apostles ‘ continued in prayer and sup- 
plication with the women, and with Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his bre- 
thren.* In another place, 1 Cor. ix. 5, 
Paul mentions *^the other Apostles, and 
the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas.** 
Such are all the places where the meaning 
is undoubted, that persons called, and being 
in some usual sense, brethren of the Lord, 
are mentioned. (Besides these the Lord 
Himself uses the words “my brethren,** 
Matt, xxviii. 10; John xx. 17, but appa- 
rently with a wider meaning, including at 
least the eleven Apostles in the term, as Ho 
does in Matt. xii. 49, and parallels.) Now I 
would observe (a) that in all the mentions 
of them in the Gospels, except those in John 
vii., they are in connexion with His mo- 
ther : the same being the case in Acts i. 14. 
(6) That it is nowhere asserted or im- 
plied that any of them were of the num- 
ber of the Twelve ; but from John vii. 6, 
following upon vi. 70 (by after these 
things** vii. 1), they are excluded from 
that number, St. John would certainly not 
have used the words “/br neither did his 
brethren believe on him,** had any of them 
believed on Him at that time (see this 
substantiated in note there) : — and again 
in Acts i. 14, by being mentioned after 
the Apostles have been enumerated by 
name, and after the mother of Jesus, 
they are indicated at that time also to 
have been separate from the twelve, 
although then certainly believing on 
Him. (c) Their names, as stated here 
and in Mark vi. 3, were Jacob (James), 
Joseph (or Joses), Simon, and Judas, 
all of them among the commonest of Jew- 
ish names. Of Joseph (or Joses ; — cer- 
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y Josesy and Simon, and Judas ? And his sisters, are 
they not all with us? Whence then hath this inan all 
these things ? ^7 And they ^ were offended ^ in him. But 

y read, Joseph ; some MSS. have John. * render, at. 


tainly not the Joseph Bamahas Justus of 
Acts i. 23 ; see ib. vcr. 21) and Simon 
(not Simon CanansBus or Zelotes : see 
above) we "know from Scripture nothing. 
Of the two others we have the following 
traces — {d) Jacob (James) appears in the 
apostolic narrative as the Lords brother. 
Gal. i. 19 : he is there called an apostle. 
This however determines nothing as to 
his having been among the Twelve (which 
is a very different matter) ; for Paul and 
Parnahas are called apostles. Acts xiv. 
(4) 14, and Paul always calls himself such. 
See also Item. xvi. 7 ; 1 Thess. ii. 7 com- 
pared with i. 1. That he is identical with 
the James of Gal. ii. 9, whom Paul men- 
tions with Cephas and John as having 
given him and Barnabas the right hand 
of fellowship, fourteen years after the 
visit in ch. i. 19, does not appear for 
certain, but has been pretty generally 
assumed. (See this whole subject dis- 
cussed in the Introduction to the Epistle of 
James.) (e) The Jude who has left an 
epistle, and was brother of James, not only 
docs not call himself an apostle, vcr. 1 (as 
neither does James, nor indeed John him- 
self, so that this cannot he urged), but in 
ver. 17 (see note there) seems to draw 
a distinction between himself and the 
Apostles. Whether this indicates that the 
James and Jude, the authors of the Epis- 
tles, were two of these brethren of the 
Lord, is uncertain ; but it may at least be 
mentioned in the course of our enquiry. 

1 shall now state the result of that 
enquiry, which has been based on Scrip- 
ture testimony only. (1) That there were 
four persons known as *'Ilis hrethrenf or 
“ the brethren of the Lord/' not of the 
NUMBEBOF TUE TWELVE. (2) That theso 
jKjrsons are found in all places (with the 
above exception) where their names occur 
in the Gospels, in immediate connexion with 
Mary, the mother of the Lord. [It is a 
strange phamomenon in argument, that it 
should have been maintained by an ortho- 
dox writer, that my inference from this 
proves too much, because Joseph is here 
introduced as His father : as if a mistake 
of the Jews with regard to a supernatural 
fact, which they could not know, inva- 
lidated their cognizance of a natural fact 
which they knew full well.] (3) That not 
a word is any where dropped to prevent 
us from inferring that these brethren were 
llis relations in the same literal sense as 


we know His mother to have been ; but 
that His own saying, where He distin- 
guishes His relations according to the flesh 
from His disciples (ch. xii. 50 and parallels), 
seems to sanction that inference. (4) That 
nothing is said from which it can be in- 
ferred whether Joseph had been married 
before he appears in the Gospel history ; — 
or again, whether these brethren were, 
according to the flesh, older or younger 
than our Lord. (5) That the silence of 
the Scripture narrative leaves it free for 
Christians to believe these have been 
real (younger) brethren and sisters of our 
Lord, without incurring any imputation 
of unsoundness of belief as to His miracu- 
lous conception. That such an imputation 
has been cast, is no credit to Vlie logical 
correctness of those who have made it, 
who set down that, because this view has 
been taken by imjmgners of the great 
Truth just mentioned, therefore it eventu- 
ally leads, or may fairly be ustid towards 
the denial of it ; lor no attempt is made to 
shew its connexion with such a conclu- 
sion. The fact is, that the two matters, 
the miraculous conception of the Lord 
Jesus by the Holy Ghost, and the sub- 
sequent virginity of His mother, are es- 
sentially AND entirely distinct i sec 
note on Matt. i. 25 : see also, res])ecting a 
suj)posed ditticulty attending this view, 
note on John xix. 27. (II) I?' will now 
state the principal traditionary views re- 
specting the brethren of tlie Lord. (1) 
That they were all sons of Alphoius (or 
Clopas) and Mary {he sister of the mother 
of our Lord; and so cousins of Jesus, 
and called agreeably to Jewish usage His 
brothers. This is the view taken in a 

remarkable fragment of Pajnas, adopted by 
Jerome, and very generally received in 
ancient and modern times. But it seems 
to me that a comparison of the Scripture 
testimonies cited above will prove it un- 
tenable. One at least of the sons of this 
Alpha3us was an apostle, of the number of 
the twelve, viz. James the son of Alpha3U8 
(see all the lists, on ch. x. 3); which (see 
above) would exclude hhn from the num- 
ber of the brethren of the Lord. But even 
if one of the four could be thus detached 
(which, from John vii. 5, 1 cannot believe), 
it is generally assumed that Judas of 
James " (so in the Greek) (see Luke’s two 
lists as above) is Jude the brother of 
James ; and if so, this would be another 
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XIV. 1, 2. 

Jesus said unto them, ‘A prophet is not without honour, 
save in His own country, and in nis own house. And he 
did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

XIV. ^ At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the 
fame of Jesus, ^ and said unto his servants, This is John 
the Baptik ; ^ he is risen from the dead ; and therefore 
a render, he himself. 


son of Alphaeus, and another subtraction 
from the number who did not believe on 
Him. Again Matthew (see note on Matt, 
ix. 9), if identical with Levi (Mark ii. 14), 
was another son of Alpheeus ; which 
would make a fiftli brother, and leave 
therefore, out of Jive, three heliering on 
Sim at the time when it was said, neither 
did his hret'kren believe on Sim.’* This 
view besides labours under the difficulty 
arising from these brethren accomj)anying 
and being found in connexion witli Mary 
the mothei;^)f our Lord, whereas through- 
out that time their own mother was living. 
The way in which the assertors of this 
view explain John vii. 5, is either by sup- 
posing that all the brethren are not there 
implied, or that all are not here mentioned ; 
both supijositions, it seems to me, very 
unlikely (compare e. g. John’s minute 
accuracy where an exception was to be 
made, cli. vi. 23, 24). (2) That they were 

children of Joseph hij a former marriage 
(or even by a later one with Mary wife of 
Clopas, to raise up seed to Ids dcaid brother , 
— as Clo})as is said to have b(‘en : but this 
needs no refutation). 4'liis view was taken 
by several ^early Fathers, and mentioned 
by Origen, who says respecting it, “ those 
ivho maintain this, wish to uphold the per- 
petual virginitg of Mary.” This however, 
wliile by no means impossible, and in some 
respects agreeing with tlie apparent posi- 
tion of these brothers as older (according 
to the flesh) than the Lord (John vii. 3), 
has no countenance whatever in Scripture, 
either in their being called sons of any 
other woman, or in any distinct mention 
of Joseph as their father, which surely in 
this case would be required. (HI) On 
the d priori considerations which have 
influenced opinions on this matter, see 
note on Matt. i. 25 ; and on the traditional 
literature, see the references given in my 
Greek 'lestament. Neander brings out 
the importance of the view which 1 have 
above, under (1), endeavoured to justify, 
as shewing that the account of the miracu- 
lous conception is not mythical, in which 
case all would have been arranged to suit 
the views of virginity from which it had 
arisen, — but strictly historical, found as it 


is with no such arrangements or limitations. 

58.] did not ; could not do, Mark 
vi. 6, where see note. On the identity, or 
not, of this preaching at Nazareth with 
that related much earlier by Luke iv. 16 
sq., see note there. 

Chap. XIV. 1—12.] Hebod heaes of 

THE FAME OF JeSTTS. PaEENTHETICAL 

account of the heath of John the 
Baptist. Mark vi. 14 — 29. Luke ix. 7 
—9, who does not relate the death of J ohn, 
1.] This Herod was Herod Antipas, 
son of Herod the Great, by Malthace, a Sa- 
maritan woman, — and own brother of Arche- 
laus. The portion of the kingdom allotted 
to him by the second will of his father (in 
the first he was left as king) was the 
tetrarchy of Galilee and Perma (Jos. Antt. 
xvii. 8 . 1). He married the daughter of 
the Arabian king Aretas ; but having 
during a visit to his half-brother Herod 
Philip (not the tetrarch of that name, but 
another son of Herod the Great, disin- 
heinted by his father) become enamoured 
of his wife Herodias, he ])revailcd on her 
to leave her husband, and live with him. 
(See below, on ver. 4.) This step, accom- 
l)anied as it was with a stipulation of 
putting away the daughter of Aretas, 
involved him in a war with his father-in- 
law, which however did not break out till 
a year before the death of Tiberius (a.h. 
37, u.c. 790), and in which he was totally 
defeated and his army destroyed by Aretas; 
a divine vengeance, according to the Jews 
as rejx>rted by Josephus, for the death of 
John tlu; Baptist. He and Herodias after- 
wards went to Rome at the beginning 
of Caligula’s reign, to complain of the 
assumption of the title of king by Agrippa 
his nephew, son of Aristobulus; but Caligula 
having heard the claims of both, banislied 
Antipas and Herodias to Lyons in Gaul, 
whence he was afterwards removed to 
Spain, and there died. The following 

events apparently took place at Machterus, 
a frontier fortress between Penea and 
Arabia : sec below on ver. 10. It was 
the fame of the preaching and miracles^ of 
the Twelve, on their mission, of which 
Herod heard,— probably in conjunction 
with the works of Christ : see parallel 
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^ mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. 3 j^or 
Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put 
him in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother ® Philipps wife. 
^ John said unto him, ^It is not lawful for thee to 
have her. ^ And when he would have . put him to death, 
b 0 h.xxi. 2 a. he feared the multitude, ^because they counted him as a 
prophet. ® But when Herod’s birthday was kept, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased 
Herod. 7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to give 
her whatsoever she would ask. ® And she, being before 
instructed of her mother, said. Give me here John Baptist’s 
head in a ^ charger. ^ And the king was sorry : never- 
theless for the oath’s sake, and them which sat with him 
at meat, he commanded it to be given her. And he 

^ or, the powers work mightily in him. 

® read, his brother’s. ^ i. e. a large ’dish. 

place in Mark. 2.] he himself is lest John’s power of persuading the people 

emphatic ; equivalent in English to “ it is might be turned to seditious purposes. 
he and no other, that ”... In Luke 6. birthday] Some hold that the word here 
ix. Q it is said that Herod was perplexed means the feast of Herod’s accession : but 
because it was said of some that John was they give no proof that it ever had such a 
risen from the dead. Tlicre is no iueon- meaning. A great feast was given to the 
sistency in these accounts: the report nobility of Galilee, Mark vi. 21. Thedamsel’s 
originated with others : but if Herod was name was Salome, daughter of Herodias by 
perplexed concerning it, he, in the terrors her former husband Philip. She afterwards 
of a guilty conscience, doubtless gave ut- married her uncle Philip, tetrarch of Ituraea 
terance to these words himself. There is and Trachonitis : and he dying childless, she 
no evidence that Herod was a Sadducce, became the wife of her cousin Aristobulus 
or a disbeliever in the resurrection as son of Herod, king of Chalcis, by whom 
then held by the Pharisees. See also she had three sons, Herod, Agrippa, and 
note on Mark viii. 14. There is no Aristobulus. The dance was probably 
allusion here to the transmigration of a pantomimic dance. 9.] the king 

souls, but to the veritable bodily resur- was a title which Herod never properly 
rection, and supyx)sed greater power ac- possessed. Subsequently to this event, 
quired by having passed through death. Herodias prevailed on him to go to Pome 
This is an incidental confirmation of John to get the title, which had been granted 
X. 41, where we read that John wrought to his nephew Agrippa, He was opjK)8ed 
no miracle while living. 4.] The by the emissaries of Agrippa, and was 

marriage was unlawful for these three exiled to Lugdunum. Herod was grieved, 
reasons: (1) The former husband of He- because he heard John gladly (Mark vi. 20), 
radios, Philip, was still living. This is and from policy did not wish to put him 
expressly asserted by Josephus. (2) The to death on so slight a cause. This is not 
former wife of Antipas was still living, inconsistent with his wishing to put him to 
and fled to her father Aretas on hearing of death : his estimate of John was wavering 
his intention to marry Herodias. (3) An- and undecided, and he was annoyed at the 
Upas and Herodias were already related decision being taken out of his hands by a 
to one another within the forbidden degrees demand, compliance with which would be 
of consanguinity. For she was daughter irrevocable. 10.] It appears from the 
of Aristobulus, the brother of Antipas and damsel’s expression give me here, and this 
Philip. 5.] This verse is further verse, that the feast was held either at 

expanded in Mark vi. 20, which see. Macheerus or at no great distance from it. 
Josephus, not being aware of any other Antipas had a palace near ; but he was not 
grounds for his imprisonment, alleges there on account of the war with Aretas, — 
purely political ones, that Herod was afraid see above. 
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sent, and beheaded John in the prison. And his head 
was brought in a ^ charger, and given to the damsel : and 
she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came, 
ajid took up the body, and buried it, and went and told 
Jesus. 

13 c ■\\rjien Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship cch.x. 23 : xu. 
into a desert place apart : and when the people had heard 
thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. And 
Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was ‘ict.ix.se. 
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their 
sick. And when it was evening, his disciples came to 
him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now 
past ; sen^ the multitude away, that they may go into the 
villages, and buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said 
unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 

17 And they say unto him. We have here but five loaves, 
and two fishes. He said. Bring them hither to me. 

And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 
grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, ® he blessed, and brake, and gave e ch. xv. 30 . 

^ . a large dish. 

13 — 21 .] Feebino of the five thoh- His place of retirement. 15 .] This 

BAND. Mark vi. 30 — 44. Luke ix. 10 — 17. evening was the first evening, the decline 
John vi. 1 — 13, where also see notes. of the day, about 3 p.m. ; the evening, in 

13 .] There is some difficulty here in con- ver. 23, after the miracle, was late in tits 
ceiving how the narration is to proceed night. the time is now past] i. e. the 
continuously. Tlie death of the Baptist is time of the day is now late, 
evidently retrospectively and parenthcti- 16 , 17 .] give ye them to eat, which is 
cally inserted ; and yet the retirement of common to the three first Evangelists, is 
our Lord in this verse seems to be the im- considerably expanded in the more de- 
mediate consequence of his hearing of that tailed account of John, ver. 3 — 7 ; it was 
occurrence. But this may well have been Andrew who spoke in ver. 17, and the five 
so ; for (1) the disciples of John would be loaves and two fishes were brought by a 
some days in bringing the news from Ma- lad : John vi. 8, 9. Tliey were barley 
chaorus to Capernaum, and the report loaves and {salt) fish ; ibid. And wc have 
mentioned in ver. 1 might reach Herod (|)erhap8, but see note there) the vast 
meantime; (2) the expression with which concourse accounted for in John by the 
that report is introduced, At that timefi fact that the Passover was at handy and 
extends it over a considerable space of so they were collected on their journey to 
time; and (3) the message which the Jerusalem. See a very similar mira- 

disciples of John brought to our Lord cle in 2 Kings iv. 42 — 44 ; only then there 
might have included both particulars, the were twenty barley loaves and an hundred 
death of their Master, and the saying of men. Sec also Numbers xi. 21, 22. 

Herod respecting Himself. He went 19 . blessed] St. Luke supplies *Hhemfi i. e. 

across the lake (John vi. 1) into a desert the loaves and fishes : St. John has for it 
place belonging to the city called Beth- gave thanks. Both arc one. The thanks 
saida (Luke ix. 10). His retirement (Luke, to heaven is the blessing on the meat. This 
ibid., and Mark vi. 30) was connected also miracle was one of symbolic meaning for 
with the return of the twelve from their the Twelve, who had just returned from 
mission ; compare the full and affecting their mission, as pointing to the ** freely 
account of the whole transaction in Mark ye receivedy freely give’* of ch. x. 8 in a 
vi. 30-35. 14 .]. went forth, from higher sense than they then could have 
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the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multi- 
tude. ^ And they did all eat, and were filled : and they 
took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets 
full. And they that had eaten were about five thousand 
men, beside women and children. 

And straightway ® Jesus constrained his disciples to 
get into ^ a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, 
while he sent the multitudes away. And when he had 
sent the multitudes away, lie went up into 8 a mountain 
apart to pray : and when the evening was come, he was 
there alone. But the ship was now in the midst of the 
sea, tossed with waves : for the wind was contrary. 25 
in the fourth watch of the night ^ Jesus went unto them, 
walking on the sea. 26 when the disciples saw him 
fjobiz.8. ^walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is ^ a 
spirit ; and they cried out for fear. 27 But straightway 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer ; it is I ; 
be not afraid. 28 Peter answered him and said. Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 


® read^ he. ^ render, the. 

8 render^ the. ^ read, he. 

i render, an apparition : literally, a phantasm. 


understood it ; — but see the symbolic im- 
port of the miracle treated in the notes to 
John vi. Meyer well remarks, that 
the jprocess of the miracle is thus to be 
conceived : — the Lord blessed, and gave 
the loaves and fishes to the disciples, as 
they were ; and then, during their distri- 
hutimi of them, the miraculous increase 
took place, so that they broke and distri- 
buted enough for all, Tlie cophinus 
(which is the word here rendered basket) 
was the usual accompaniment of the Jew ; 
see quotation from Juvenal in my (Ir. 
Test. Reland su])poses that the basket 
was to carry their own meats on a journey, 
for fear of pollution by eating those of the 
Gentiles. 21.] beside women and 

children is peculiar to Mutt., altliough 
this might have been inferred from men 
being mentioned in the other three Evan- 
gelists. See note on John vi. 10. 

22 — S3.] Jestjs walks on the sea. 
Mark vi. 45 — 52. (Luke omits this in- 
cident.) John vi. 16—21. The conviction 
of the people after the foregoing miracle 
was, that Jesus was the Messiah; and 
their disposition, to take Him by force, 
and make Him a king. See John vi. 14, 
15. For this reason lie constrained His 
disciples to leave Him, because they were 


but too anxious to second this wish of the 
multitude ; and their dismissal was there- 
fore an important step towards the other. 

22.] Mark adds “to Bethsdida,^^ John 
“ to Capernaum : ” for the Bethsaida, the 
city of Philip and Andrew and Peter, was 
distinct from Bethsaida Julias, in whose 
neighbourhood the miracle took place, — 
and in the direction of Capernaum. 

26.] The fourth loatch according to the 
Roman calculation, which was by this 
time common among the Jews (who* them- 
selves divided the night into three parts or 
watches). This would he, — near the vernal 
equinox, which this was, — iettceew three 
and six in the morning. The words walk- 
ing on the sea arc common to the three 
Evangelists, and can have no other mean- 
ing here, than that the Lord walked 
bodily on the surface of the water. In 
Job ix. 8 we read of the Almighty, ** Which 
alone spreadeth out the heavens, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the sea.^* 
Mark adds “ and would have passed by 
them John, “ and drawing nigh unto the 
ship."* See notes on John. 28.] This 
narrative respecting Peter is peculiar to 
Matthew. It is in very strict accordance 
with his warm and confident character, 
and has been calldli almost a ‘ rehearsal ^ of 
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he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of 
the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But 
when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid ; and be- 
ginning to sink, he cried, saying. Lord, save me. And 
immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught 
him, and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt ? And when they were come into the 
ship, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship 
came and worshipped him, saying. Of a truth thou art the 
Son of God. 

34' And when they were gone over, they came into the 
land of Gennesaret. 35 when the men of that place 
had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country 
round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased ; 

33 and besought him that they might only touch the hem 
of his garment : and ^ as many as touched were made per- 
fectly whole. 

XV. 1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which 
were of Jerusalem, saying, ^ Why do thy disciples trans- 
gress ^ the tradition of the ciders ? for they wash not their a coi. n. s. 
hands when they cat bread. 3 he answered and 
said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the command- 

liis denial afterwards. It contains one of see note on ch. ix. 20. 
the most pointed and striking revelations Chap. XV. 1 — 20.] Discourse con- 
which we have of the nature and analogy CERNIng eating with unwasiieh 
of faith ; ^nd a notable example of the hands. Mark vii. 1 — 23. From Mark 
power of the higher spiritual state of man it aj)pears that these Scribes and Pliarisees 
over the inferior laws of matter, so oft(;n liad come expressly from Jerusalem to 
brought forward by our Lord. See ch. watch our Lord : most probably after that 
xvii. 20; xxi. 21. 32.] John (vi. 21) Passover which was nigh at the time of 

adds “ and immediately the ship teas at feeding the live thousand, John vi. 4. 
the land whither they went:** — see note 2.] The Jews attached more importance 
there. 83.] These persons were pro- to the traditionary exposition than to the 

bably the crew of the ship, and distinct Scripture text itself. They compared the 
from the disci})les. On Son of God, see written word to water; the traditionary 
ch. iv. 3. It is the first time that exposition to the wine which must be 
our Lord is called so by men in the three mingled with it. The duty of washing 
first Gospels. See ch. iii. 17 ; iv. 3 ; before meat is not inculcated in the law, 
viii. 29 : and .lolm i. 34, 50. This feeling but only in the traditions of the Scribes, 
of amazement and reverence pervaded the So rigidly did the Jews observe it, that 
disciples also : see the strong expressions llabbi Akiba, being imprisoned, and having 
of Mark vi. 62. water scarcely sufficient to sustain life 

34 — 36,] Mark vi. 53 — 56. Gennesar or given him, preferred dying of thirst to 
Gennesaret, a district from which the lake eating without washing his hands, 
was also occasionally so called, extended The “ elders ** here, as in Hcb. xi. 2, must 
along its western shore. Josephus gives a be taken to mean the ancients. See ref. 
glowing description of the beauty and fer- Heb. 8. ye also] The also implies 

tility of this plain, Jewish Wars, iii. 10. 7. that there was a transgression also on their 
At its northern end was Capernaum, near part — acknowledging that on the part of 
which our Lord landed, as would appear the disciples. the commandment of 

from John vi. 21, 25. , 36.] On hem, God] A remarkable testimony from our 
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ment of God ^ ly your tradition ? ^ For God coimnanded, 
EJJfiSs *’ ^ Honour thy father and mother : and, ® He that 

prov- Ixiu: cuTseth father or mother, let him die the death. ^But 
cExod.Lu^y® Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, 
^ « gift, hy whatsoever thou mightest he profited hy me ; 

2o': and honour not his father or his mother^ he shall he free. 

Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none 
effect ^ hy your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias 
^ prophesy of you, saying, ® ^ This people draweth nigh 

unto me with their mouthy andP^ honoureth me with their 
lips ; but their heart is far from me. ® But in vain they 
e ija. «ix^ do worship me, ® teaching for doctrines the commandments 
22. Tit.i.i 4 . Qf men. And he called the multitude, and said unto 
them, Hear, and understand: ^Xot that which goeth 
1 Tim. w. 4. into the mouth defileth a man ; but that which cometh out 
Tit. i. 16. mouth, this defileth a man. Then canre his dis- 

ciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees 
were offended, after they heard this saying ? But he 
^^nswered and said, ^ Every plant, which my heavenly 
Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them 


^ render, for the sake of. 

1 render, That wherein thou mightest have been benefited by me, 
is a gift [to God] : [he is free,'] and shall not honour his father or his 
mother. render, for the sake of. ^ omit. 


Lord to the divine origin of the Mosaic 
law : not merely of the Decalogue, as such, 
for the second command quoted is not in 
the Decalogue, and it is to be observed 
that where the text has God commanded, 
Mark (vii. 10) has Moses said. 6.] 

Lightfoot on this verse shews that the ex- 
pression cited by our Lord did not always 
hind the utterer to consecrate his pro- 
perty to religious uses, but was by its 
mere utterance sufficient to absolve him 
from the duty of caring for his parents : 
see further on the word Corban in Mark 
vii, 11. The construction of this and the 
following verse is ; But ye say, Whosoever 
ffhftll say to his father or mother, That 
from wMch thou mightest have been 
henefiti^ by me, is an offering (conse- 
crated to God ; see above) .... (under- 
stand, is free). [And] such an one will 
certainly not honour his [father or his 
mother]. Of course the latter member 
of the sentence is our Lord^s saying, not 
that of the Pharisees. 8 .] The por- 

tion of Isaiah from which this citation is 
made (ch. xxiv. — xxxv.) sets forth, in alter- 
nate threatenings and promises, the punish- 


ment of the mere nominal Israel, and the 
salvation of the true Israel of God. And, 
as so often in the prophetic word, its 
threats and promises are for all times of 
the Church ; — the particular event then 
foretold being but one fulfilment of those 
deeper and more general declarations of 
God, which shall be ever having their suc- 
cessive illustrations in His dealings with 
men. 10.] “ He leaves the Scribes 

and Pharisees, as incorrigible, and already 
silenced and put to shame, and turns His 
discourse to the multitude as more worthy 
of being addressed.” Euthymius. 

12.] Tliis took place after our Lord had 
entered the house and was apart from the 
multitude: see Mark ver. 17. tiiig 
(literally the) saying] the saying addressed 
to the multitude in ver. 11. 13.] The 

plant is the teaching of the Pharisees, alto- 
gether of human, and not of divine plant- 
ing. That this is so, is clear by let them 
alone'* following, and by the analogy of 
our Lord’s parabolic symbolism, in wnich 
seed, plant, &c., are compared to doctrine, 
which however in its growth becomes iden- 
tified with, an^ impersonated by, its reci- 
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alone: ^they be blind leaders of the blind. And if tbe ^ Jfjj ’g®- 
blind leati. the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. Then LukYvi. a?: 
answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this 
parable. And ^ Jesus said, *Are ye also yet without 9 . 
understanding ? ^7 Do not ye yet understand, that ^ what- kicor.vi.ia. 
soever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and 
is cast out into the P draught ? But * those things which 1 James iii.e. 
proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart ; and 
they defile the man. i^“For out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false Jer. xvii. 0. 
witness, blasphemies : these are the things which defile 
a man : but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a 
man. „ 

21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the ^ coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And, behold, ^ a woman of Canaan 
came out^of the same coasts, and cried ® unto him, saying. 

Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, thou son of David ; my 

0 read, he. P i. e. thc sink, or Sewer. ^ render, parts. 

r render, a Canaanitish woman of those districts came out. 

® omii. 

pients and disseminators. See this Ulus- ders of Canaan/ has been quoted as sup- 
trated in notes on the parable of the sower, porting the other view ; but the usage of 
ch. xiii. On this verse see John xv, 1, 2. our Evangelist himself seems to carry 
16.] The saying in ver. 11, which greater weight. And the question is not 
is clearly the subject of the question, was one of importance ; for our Lord did not 
not strictly a parable, but a plain declara- go to teach or to heal, but, as it would 
tion ; so that either l^eter took it for a appear, to avoid the present indignation of 
parable, — or the word must be taken in its the Pharisees. Markus account cer- 
wider sense* of ‘ an hard saying.^ Stier tainly implies that the woman was in the 
thinks that their questioning as to the same place where our Lord was wishing to 
meaning of parables in ch. xiii. had habi- be hid, and could not. 22. a 

tuated them to asking for explanations in Canaanitish woman of those districts came 
this form. 16.] The saying in ver. 11 out] i. e from her house, or town, or vUlage. 
was spoken for the multitude, who were They were going by the way, see ver. 23. 
exhorted Hear and understand much The inhabitants of these parts are 

more then ought the disciples to have un- called Canaanites, Num. xiii. 29; Judg. i. 
derstoodit. 17.] “ The mouth, through 30, 32, 33 ; Exod. vi. 15 ; Josh. v. 1. St. 
which, as Plato said, mortal things go in, Mark calls her “ a Greek, i. e. a heathen 
but immortal things go out. For there by religion, and “a Spro-Phoenician by 
go in meats and drinks, the perishable food nation " and describes her only as having 
of the perishable body : but there go forth , come to our Lord in the house. But by 
words, the immortal laws of the immortal the account in our text, she had been 
soul, by which the life of the reason is crying after the Lord and the disciples by 
directed.” Philo. the way previously; and St. Mark’s account 

21 — 2H.] The Canaanitish woman, must be understood to begin at ver. 26. 
Mark vii. 24 — 30 : omitted by Luke. It From Mark iii. 8, Luke vi. 17, we learn 
is not quite clear whether our Lord actu- that the fame of our Lord had been spread 
ally passed the frontier into the land of in these parts, and multitudes from thence 
the heathen, or merely was on the frontier, had come to Him for healing. It was not 
The usage of in Matthew this woman’s dwelling-place, but her dc- 
favours the former supposition : see ch. ii. scent, which placed the bar between her 
22 ; xvi. 13 ; also for coasts, ch. ii. 16 ; iv. and our Lord’s ministrations. The expres- 
13; viii. 34. Exod. xvi. 35, ‘to the bor- sion Son of David'' shews her acquiunt- 

VoL. 1. • I 
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daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he 
answered her not a word. And his disciples came and 
besought him, saying, Send her away ; for she crieth after 
“ answered and said, ^ I am not sent but unto 

S'n^i. 16 : the lost sheep of the house of Israel. ^5 Then came she 
and worshipped him, saying. Lord, help me. But he 
answered and said. It is not meet to take the children’s 
“phiLiiLs. bread, and to cast it to ^^dogs. And she said. Truth, 
Lord : ^ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from ^ their 
masters^ table. ^8 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 
0 woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very 
hour. 29 Jesus departed from thence, an^ came nigh 
unto the sea of Galilee ; and went up into ^ a mountain, 
aiid sat down there. p And great multitudes came unto 

^ render, the dogS. ^ render, for* even. 

• render, for perspicuity, the table of thcir masters. 

^ render^ the. 


ance with Jewish expressions and expecta- 
tions ; hut the whole narrative is against 
the supposition, that she may have been 
a proselyte of the gate. 23.] The 
reason alleged by the disciples must be 
coupled with our Lord’s unwillingness to 
be known, stated by St. Mark (vii. 24), 
and means, ‘ she will draw the atten- 
tion of all upon us/ Send her away 
does not necessarily imply granting her 
request, nor the contrary ; but simply 
dismiss her, leaving the method to our 
Lord Himself. 24.] See ch. x. 5. 

Such was the purpose of our Lord’s per- 
sonal ministry; yet even that was occa- 
sionally broken by such incidents as this. 
The ‘ fountain sealed ’ sometimes broke its 
banks, in token of the rich flood of grace 
which should follow. See Rom. xv. 8. 

25.] came she, i. e. into the house 
where our Lord was. See Mark vii. 24, 

26. dogs] literally, little dogs. 
No contempt is indicated by the dimi- 
native, still less any allusion to the 
daughter of the woman : the word is com- 
monly used of tame dogs, as diminutives 
frequently express familiarity. 

27.] The sense of the original is not given 
by * yet * in the E. V. . The woman, in her 
humility, accepts the appellation which 
our Lord gives her, and grounds her plea 
upon an inference from it. Her words 
also have a reference to let the children 
first he filled f expressed by Mark vii. 27. 
It is. Yea, Lord : for even the dogs eat : 
or, for the dogs too eat. Our Lord, in the 


use of the familiar diminutive, has ex- 
pressed not the uncleanness of the dog so 
much, as his attachment to and dependence 
on the human family : she lays hold on 
this favourable point and makes it her 
own, ‘ If we are dogs, then may we fare as 
such; — be fed with the crumbs of Thy 
mercy.’ She was, as it were, under the 
edge of the table — close on the confines of 
Israel’s feast. Some say that the crumbs 
are the pieces of bread on which the 
hands were wiped ; but the •• which fall ” 
looks more like accidental falling, and the 
Greek word better expresses minute crumbs. 

28.] In Mark, For this saying, 
go thy way/* The greatness of the 
woman’s faith consisted in this, that in 
spite of all discouragements she continued 
her plea ; and not only so, but accepting 
and laying to her account all adverse cir- 
cumstances, she out of them made reasons 
for urging her request. St. Mark gives 
the additional circumstance, that on re- 
turning to her house she found the devil 
gone out, and her daughter lying on the 
bed. 

29—39.] Healing by the Sea op 
Galilee. Peculiar to Matthew (see Mark 
vii. 31—37). Feedino op the fotje 
THOUSAND. Mark vih. 1—10. 

29.] the mountain is the high land on the 
coast of the lake, not any particular 
mountain. From this account it is uncer- 
tain to which side of the lake our Lord 
came ; from Mark vii. 31 we learn that 
it was to the eastern side, through the 



23 -~ 36 . 


ST. MATTHEW. 


115 


him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ 
feet ; and he healed them : insomuch that the multitude 
wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed 
to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see : and 
they glorified the God of Israel. 

32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I 
have compassion on the multitude, because they continue 
with me now three days, and have nothing to eat : and I 
^will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the 
way. 33 q his disciples say unto him. Whence should ** 
we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great 
a multitude ? 34 Jesus saith imto them. How many 

loaves have ye ? And they said. Seven, and a few little 
fishes. 35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down 
on the gfDund. 36 And ^ he took the seven loaves and the 
fishes, and ® gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his « IJ- 

^ render, am not willing to. 


midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 

30.] The maimed are properly persons 
maimed in the hands. The word is also 
sometimes used of the feet. The meaning 
need not he, that a wanting member was 
supplied to these persons ; hut that a 
debility, such as that arising from paralysis 
or wound, was healed. cast them 

down, not in neglect, but from haste and 
rivalry. , 81.] St. Mark (vii. 32 — 37) 
gives an instance of dumb speaking, 
the God of Israel] Perhaps this last word 
is added as an expression of the joy of the 
disciples themselves, who contrasted the 
fulness and abundance of the acts of mercy 
now before them, with the instance which 
they had just seen of the difficulty with 
which the faith of a Gentile had prevailed 
to obtain help. 32.] The modern 

German interpreters assume the identity 
of this miracle with that narrated in ch. xiv. 
14 ff. If this be so, then our Evangelists 
must have invented the speech attributed to 
our Lord in ch. xvi. 9, 10. But, as Ebrard 
justly remarks, every circumstance which 
could vary, does vary, in the two accounts. 
The situation in the wilderness, the kind 
of food at hand, the blessing and breaking, 
and distributing by means of the disciples, 
these are common to the two accounts, and 
were likely to be so : but here the matter 
is introduced by our Lord Himself with 
an expression of pity for the multitudes 
who had continued with Him three days : 
here also the provision is greater, the num- 


bers arc less than on the former occasion. 
But there is one small token of authenticity 
which marks these two accounts as refer- 
ring to two distinct events, even had we 
not such direct testimony as that of ch. 
xvi. 9, 10. It is, that whereas the baskets 
in which the fragments were collected on 
the other occasion are called by all four 
Evangelists cophini, those used for that 
purpose after this miracle are in both Matt, 
and Mark spyndes. And when our Lord 
refers to the two miracles, the same dis- 
tinction is observed ; a particularity which 
could not have arisen except as pointing to 
a matter of fact, that, whatever the dis- 
tinction be, which is uncertain, different 
kinds of baskets were used on the two 
occasions. Perhaps the strangest reason 
for supposing the two identical is an 
imagined difficulty in the question of the 
disciples, “ Whence should we have ” &c., 
so soon after the former miracle ; as if the 
same slowness to believe and trust in 
divine power were not repeatedly found 
among men, and instanced in Scripture 
itself ; — compare Exod. xvi. 13 with Num. 
xi. 21, 22 : and read in Exod. xvii. 1 — 7 
the murmurings of the Israelites imme- 
diately after their deliverance at the 
Sea. And even could we recognize this 
as a difficulty, it is not necessarily implied 
in the text. Our Lord puts the matter to 
them as a question, without the slightest 
intimation of His intention to supply the 
want supematurally. They make answer 
2 



116 


ST. MATTHEW. 


XV. 37-39. 


disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. ^7 And they 
did all eat, and were filled : and they took up of the broken 
meat that was left seven baskets full. ^8 they that 
did eat were four thousand men, beside women and chil- 
dren. And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, 
and came into the coasts of y Magdala. 

»ch.xii.88. XVI. 1 The ® Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, 
and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign 
from heaven. ^ He answered and said unto them, When 
it is evening, ye say. It will be fair weather : for the sky 
is red. ^ And in the morning. It will be foul weather to 
day : for the sky is red and lowering. 0 ye hypocrites, 
ye can discern the face of the sky ; but can ye not discern 
the signs of the times ?] ^ A wicked and adulterous gene- 

y read, Magadan. ^ 

* omitted in some of the oldest authorities : see the similar •place, ch. xii. 38. 

in the same spirit, without venturing (as heavens among the heathen . . . .” And 
indeed it would have been most unbecom- for such a notion they alleged the bread 
ing in them to do, see John ii. 3, 4) to sug- from heaven given by Moses (see John vi. 
gest the working of a miracle. 31), the staying of the sun by Joshua 

37. ] The basket here spoken of (spyris) (Josh. x. 12), the thunder and rain by 

was large enough to contain a man’s body, Samuel (1 Sam. xii. 17, compare Jer. xiv. 
as Paul was let down in one from the wall 22), and Elijah (James v. 17, 18). And 
ofDamascuSjActs ix. 25. Greswell supposes thus we find that immediately after the 
that they may have been used to sleep in, first miraculous feeding the same demand 
during the stay in the desert. was made, John vi. 30, and answered by 

89.] Of Magadan nothing is known, the declaration of our Lord that He was 
Li^tfoot shews Magdala to have been the true bread from heaven. And what 
only a Sabbath-day’s journey from Cham- more natural likewise, than tljat our Lord 
nath Gadara on the Jordan, and on the should have uniformly met the demand by 
east side of the lake : but probably he is the same answer, — the sign of Jonas, one 
mistaken, for most travellers place it so calculated to bafile his enemies and 
about three miles from Tiberias, on the hereafter to fix the attention of His dis- 
west side of the lake, where is now a vil- ciples ? Here however that answer is ac- 
lage named Madschel. Dalmanutha, men- companied by other rebukes sufficiently 
tioned by St. Mark (viii. 10), seems to have distinctive. It was now probably the 
been a village in the neighl^urhood. evening (see Mark viii. 10, “ straightway'^'). 

Chap. XVI. 1 — 4.] Request eoe a and our Lord was looking on the glow in 
SIGN FROM HEAVEN. Mark viii. 11 — 13, the west which suggested the remark in 
but much abridged. See also Luke xii. 64 ver. 2. On the practice of the Jews to 
and notes. 1.] See notes at ch. xU. demand a sign, see 1 Cor. i. 22. 

38. There is no ground for supposing 2.] Mark viii. 12 adds ‘‘ Ee sighed deeply 
that this narrative refers to the same in his spirit . . . omitting however 
event as that. What can be more natural the sentences following. The Jews were 
than that the adversaries of our Lord much given to prognosticating the rains, 
should have met His miracles a^in and &c. of the coming season in each year, 
again with this demand of a sign from 3.] of the times, generally. The Jews 
heaven 1 For in the Jewish superstition had been, and were, most blind to the 
it was held that daemons and false gods signs of the times, at all the great crises of 
could give signs on earth, but only the their history ; — and also particularly to the 
true God signs from heaven. In the times in which they were then living, 
apocryphal Epistle of Jeremiah, ver. 67, The sceptre had departed from Judah, the 
we re^ of the gods of the heathen, lawgiver no longer came forth from 

Neither can they shew signs in the between liis feet, the prophetic weeks of 
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ration apeketh after a sign ; and there shall no sign be 
given unto it, but the sign of the prophef\ Jonas. And 
he left them, and departed. ^ And when his disciples were 
cpme to the other side, they ^ had forgotten to take bread. 

6 Then Jesus said unto them. Take heed and beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 7 And 
they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we 
have taken no bread. ® Which when Jesus perceived, he 
said [® unto theni], 0 ye of little faith, why reason ye among 
yourselves, because ye have brought no bread ? ® ^ Do ye 

not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of 
the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up P 
10 the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how cch.xv.si. 

many baskets ye took up ? How is it that ye do not 
understand that I spake it not to you ^ concerning bread, 
that ye sTiould beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees ? Then understood they how that he bade 
them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 

When Jesus came into the ^^coasts of Caesarea Philippi, 


omitted in the oldest MSS, ” render^ forgot. 

® omit, ^ read, concerning bread ? But beware . . . 


render, parts *. see ch. xv. 21. 

Daniel were just at their end; yet they 
discerned none of these things. 

4.] See note on ch. xii. 39. 

5 — 12.] Warning against the lea- 
ven OE THE Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Mark viii. 13 — 21. 6.] This cross- 

ing of the lake was not the voyage to 
Magadan mentioned in ch. xv. 39, for 
after the dialogue with the Pharisees, 
Mark adds (viii. 13), ** entering into the 
ship again he departed to the other side!^ 
they forgot to take bread; viz. 
on their land journey further. This is 
also to be understood in Mark (viii. 14), 
who states their having only one loaf in 
the ship, not to shew that they had for- 
gotten to take bread before starting, but 
as a reason why they should have provided 
some on landing. 6. the leaven] See 
beginning of note on ch. xiii. 33. It is 
from the penetrating and diffusive power 
of leaven that the comparison, whether 
for good or bad, is derived. In Luke 
xii. 1, where the warning is given on a 
wholly different occasion, the leaven is 
explained to mean, hypocrisy ; which is of 
all evil things the most penetrating and 
diffusive, and is the charge ivhich our Lord 
most frequently brings against the Jewish 


sects. In Mark we read, ** and the 
leaven of Herod.** The Herodians were 
more a jx)litical than a religious sect, the 
dependants and supporters of the dynasty 
of Herod, for the most part Sadducees in 
religious sentiment. These, though di- 
rectly opjx)sed to the Pharisees, were yet 
united with them in their persecution of 
our Lord, see ch. xxii. 16 : Mark hi. 6. 
And their leaven was the same, — hypo- 
crisy, — however it might be disguised by 
external difference of sentiment. They 
were all unbelievers at heart. 

8 — 12.] Not only had they forgotten 
these miracles, but the weighty lesson 
given them in ch. xv. 16 — 20. The re- 
proof is much fuller in Mark, where see 
note. On the two sorts of baskets 

{pophini on the former occasion, spyrides 
on the latter), see note, ch. xv. 36. 

This voyage brought them to Bethsaida: 
i. e. Bethsa’ida Julias, on the North- 
Eastern side of the lake, see Mark vui. 22, 
and the miracle there related. 

18 — 20.] Confession of Peter. Mark 
viii. 27 — 30. Luke ix. 18 — 21. Here 
St. Luke rejoins the narrative common to 
the three Evangelists, having left it at 
ch. xiv. 22. We here begin the second 
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he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I 
dch.xiv. 2 . p 14 d gome say that 

thou art] John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Je- 
remias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But 
®?ohnvi*69: whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered 
D'i5 V 6 ‘'‘ ^ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

® not expressed in the original. 


great division of our Saviour’s ministry on 
earth, introductory to His sufferings and 
death. Up to this time we have had no 
distinct intimation, like that in ver. 21, of 
these events. This intimation is brought 
in by the solemn question and confession 
now before us. And as the former period 
of His ministry was begun by a declaration 
from the Father of His Sonship, so this 
also, on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

13. Caesarea Philippi] A town in 
Gaulonitis at the foot of Mount Libanus, 
not far from the source of the Jordan, a 
day’s journey from Sidon, once called 
Laish (Jiidg. xviii. 7, 29) and afterwards 
Dan (ibid.), but in later times Paneas, or 
Panias, from the mountain Panium, under 
which it lay. The tetrarcli Philip enlarged 
it and gave it the name of Caesarea. In 
after times King Agrippa further enlarged 
it and called it Neronias in honour of the 
Emperor Nero. This must not be con- 
founded with the Caesarea of the Acts, 
which was Cffisarea Stratonis, on the Medi- 
terranean. See Acts x. 1, 'and note. The 
following enquiry took place hy the tvay^ 
Mark viii. 27. St. Luke gives it without 
note of place, but states it to have been 
asked on the disciples joining our Lord, 
who was praying alone, Luke ix. 18. 

The reading of the last words of the verse 
is somewhat uncertain. Some of the 
oldest authorities have, Who do men say 
that the Son of Man is 1 Some wpuld 
render as if our Lord had said, ‘ Who say 
men that I am ? the Son of Man V i. e. the 
Messiah I but this is inadmissible, for the 
answer would not then have been expressed 
as it is, but affirmatively or negatively. 
Equally inadmissible is Olshausen’s render- 
ing, ' Me, who am, as ye are aware, the 
Son of Man ?’ an expression, Olshausen 
says, by w'hich the disciples would be led 
to the idea of the Son of Qod. But 
then this would destroy the simplicity of 
the following question. But who say ye 
that I am? because it would put into 
their mouths the answer intended to be 
given. The A. V. has beyond' doubt the 
right rendering of this reading : and the 
Son of Man is a pregnant expression, 
which we now know to imply the Messiah- 


ship in the root of our human naturcy and 
which even then was taken by the Jews 
as = the Son of Gody (see Luke xxii. 69, 
70,) wdiich would serve as a test of the 
faith of the disciples, according to their 
understanding of it. 14.J It is no 

contradiction to this verdfet that some 
called him the Son of David (ch. ix. 27 ; 
xii. 23 ; xv. 22) ; for either these were or 
were about to become His disciples, or are 
quoted as examples of rare fai^h, or as in 
ch. xii. 23, it was the passing doubt on 
the minds of the multitude, not their 
settled opinion. The same may be said of 
John vii. 26, 31 ; iv. 42. On our Lord’s 
being taken for John the Baptist, see ch. 
xiv. 2, from which this would appear to be 
the opinion of the Herodians. one of 
the prophets] “ that one of the old pro- 
phets is risen againf Luke ix. 19. It was 
not a metempsychosis, but a bodily resurrec- 
tion which was believed. On Elias, see note 
at ch. xi. 14. J eremiah is mentioned first as 
being accounted by the Jews first in the pro- 
phetic canon. The confession is not made 
in the terms of the other answer : it is not 
‘ we say ’ or ‘ 1 say,’ but Thou art. It is 
the expression of an inward conviction 
wrought by God’s Spirit. The excellence 
of this confession is, that it brings out 
both the human and the divine nature of 
the Lord : the Christ is the Messiah, the 
Son of David, the anointed King : the Son 
of the living God is the Eternal Son, 
begotten of the Eternal Father, not ‘ Son 
of God’ in any inferior figurative sense, 
not one of the sons of God, of angelic 
nature, but the Son of the LiviNa 
God, having in Him the Sonship and 
the divine nature in a sense in which 
they could he in none else. This was a 
view of the Person of Christ quite distinct 
from the Jewish Messianic idea, which 
appears to have been that he should 
be a man born from men, but selected by 
God for the office on account of his emi- 
nent virtues. This distinction accounts 
for the solemn blessing pronounced in the 
next verse. 16.] The word living must 
not for a moment be taken here as it some- 
times is used, (^. g. Acts xiv. 15,) as merely 
distinguishing the true God from dead 
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And tjesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but ^my Father which is in heaven. 
i^^And I say also unto thee. That ^ thou art Peter, and “ p”!?/* 

upon this rock I will build my church ; and ^ the gates of Isa. xxxviii. 


idols : it is here emphatic, and imparts 
force and precision to Son. That 

Peter, when he uttered the words, under- 
stood by them in detail all that we now 
understand, is not of course here asserted : 
hut that they were his testimony to the 
true Humanity and true Divinity of the 
Lord, in that sense of deep truth and re- 
liance, out of which springs the Christian 
life of the Chych. 17.] Blessed art 
thou, as in ch. v. 4, &c., is a solemn ex- 
pression of blessing, an inclusion of him to 
whom it is addressed in the kingdom of 
heaven, not a mere word of praise. And 
the reason i/f it is, the fact that the Father 
had revealed the Son to him (see ch. xi. 
25 — 27) ; cf. Gal. i. 15, 16, in which passage 
the occurrence of the word “ reveal ’’ seems 
to indicate a reference to this very saying 
of the Lord. The whole declaration of 8t. 
Paul in that chapter forms a remarkable 
parallel to the character and promise given 
to St. Peter in our text,— as establishing 
Paul’s claim to be another such rock or 
pillar as Peter and the other great Apos- 
tles, because the Son had been revealed in 
him not of man nor by men, but by God 
Himself. The name Simon Bar-jona is 
doubtless used as indicating his fleshly 
state and txtraction, and forming the 
greater contrast to his spiritual state, 
name, and blessing, which follow. The 
same ' Simon sem of Jonas’ is uttered when 
he is reminded, by the thrice repeated en- 
quiry, * Lovest thou me ? ’, of his frailty, in 
his previous denial of his Lord. 18.] 

The name Peter (not now first given, but 
prophetically bestowed by our Lord on His 
first interview with Simon, John i. 43) or 
Cephas, signifying a rock, the termination 
being only altered from Petra to Petros 
to suit the masculine appellation, denotes 
the personal position of this Apostle in 
the building of the Church of Christ, He 
was the first of those foundation-stones 
(Rev. xxi. 14) on which the living temple 
of God was built : this building itself be- 
ginning on the day of Pentecost by the 
laying of three thousand living stones on 
this very foundation. That this is the 
simple and only interpretation of the words 
of our Lord, the whole usage of the New 
Testament shews : in which not doctrines 
nor confessions, but men, are uniformly the 
pillars and stones of the spiritual building. 


See 1 Pet. ii. 4— 6j 1 Tim. iii, 15 (where 
the pillar is not Timotheus, but the con- 
gregation of the faithful) and note : Gtd. 
ii. 9 : Eph. ii. 20 : Rev. iii. 12. And it is 
on Peter, as by divine revelation making 
this confession, as thus under the influence 
of the Holy Ghost, as standing out before 
the Apostles in the strength of this faith, 
as himself founded on the one foundation, 
Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. iii. 11 — that the 
Jewish portion of the Church was built. 
Acts ii. — V., and the Gentile, Acts x., xi. 
After this last event, we hear little of him ; 
but during this, the first building time, he 
is never lost sight of : see especially Acts i. 
15; ii. 14, 37 ; iii. 12 ; iv. 8; v. 15, 29 ; 
ix. 34, 40; x. 25, 26. We may certainly 
exclaim with Bengel, All this may he 
said with safely ; for what has this to do 
with UomeV* Nothing can be further 
from any legitimate interpretation of this 
promise, than the idea of a perpetual pri- 
macy in the successors of Peter ; the very 
notion of succession is precluded by the 
form of the comparison, which concerns 
the person, and him only, so far as it in- 
volves a direct promise. In its other and 
general sense, as applying to all those 
living stones (Peter’s own expression for 
members of Christ’s Church) of whom the 
Church should be built, it implies, as 
Origen excellently comments on it, say- 
ing, that all this must be understood as 
said not only to Peter, as in the letter of 
the Gospel, but to every one who is such 
as Peter here shewed himself, as the spirit 
of the Gospel teaches us. The application 
of the promise to St. Peter has been elabo- 
rately impugned by Dr. Wordsworth. His 
zeal to appropriate the rock to Christ 
has somewhat overshot itself. In arguing 
that the term can apply to none but God, 
he will find it difficult surely to deny all 
reference to a rock in the name Peter. 
To me, it is equally difficult, nay im- 
possible, to deny all reference, in ‘^upon 
this rock,” to the preceding word Peter. 
Let us keep to the plain straightforward 
sense of Scripture, however that sense 
may have been misused by Rome, 
church] This word occurs but in one 
place besides in the Gospels, ch. xviii. 17, 
and there in the same sense as here, viz, 
the congregation of the faithful: only 
there it is one portion of that congrega- 
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ich.xviii.i8. hell shall not prevail against it. ^ And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed ^iii 
kch.xvii.9. heaven. ^ Then charged he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was [t Jesus] the Christ. From that 
1 oh. XX. 17. time forth began Jesus to * shew unto his disciples, how that 
he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 

^ omit. 


tion, here the whole. The gates of 

hell (Hades), by a well-known Oriental 
form of speech, is equivalent to Wm power of 
the kingdom of death. The form is still 
preserved when the Turkish empire is 
known as * the Ottoman Porte.’ This 
promise received a remarkable literal ful- 
filment in the person of Peter in Acts xii. 
6—18, see especially ver. 10. The 
meaning of the promise is, that over the 
Church so built upon him who was by the 
strength of that confession the Rock, no 
adverse power should ever prevail to ex- 
tinguish it. 19.] Another personal 

promise to Peter, remarkably fulfilled in 
his being the first to admit both Jews and 
Gentiles into the Church ; thus using the 
power of the keys to open the door of sal- 
vation. As an instance of his shutting it 
also, witness his speech to Simon Magus, 
Acts viii. 21. whatsoever thou shalt 

bind&c.] This same promise is repeated 
in ch. xviii. 18, to all the disciples gene- 
rally, and to any two or three gathered 
together in Christ’s name. It was first 
however verified, and in a remarkable and 
prominent way, to Peter. Of the binding, 
the case of Ananias and Sapphira may 
serve as an eminent example : of the 
loosing, the Such as I have, give I thee,” 
to the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of 
the Temple. But strictly considered, the 
binding and loosing belong to power 
of legislation in the Church committed to 
the Apostles, in accordance with the Jew- 
ish way of using the words bind and loose 
for prohibit and allow. They cannot re- 
late to the remission and retention of sins, 
for though to loose sins certainly appears 
to mean to forgive sins, to bind sins for 
retaining them would be altogether with- 
out example, and, I may add, would bear 
no meaning in the interpretation : it is not 
the sin, but the sinner, that is bound, 
“ liable to eternal sin” (so in text) (Mark 
iii. 29b Nor can the ancient custom of 
fastening doors by means of cord be alluded 
to j for the expressions clearly indicate 


something bound and something loosed, 
and not merely the power of the keys just 
conferred. The meaning iij. John xx. 23, 
though an expansion of this in one parti- 
cular direction (see note there), is not to 
be confounded with this. 20.] See 

note on ch. viii. 4. 

21—28.] OuE Loed ann«ttnces His 
APPROACHIN& Death and Resueeeo- 
TTON. Rebuke op Peter. Mark viii. 
31 — ix. 1. Luke ix. 22—27. See note on 
ver. 13. Obscure intimations had before 
been given of our Lord’s future sufferings, 
sec ch. X. 38 : John iii. 14, and of His 
resurrection, John ii. 19 (x. 17, 18 ?), but 
never yet plainly, as now. With St. Mark’s 
usual precise note of circumstances, he 
adds, “ Ke spake that saying openly” 
21.] On roust, which is common to 
the three Evangelists, see Luke xxiv. 26 : 
John iii. 14, and ch. xxv. 54. 
suffer many things] “fte rejected” in 
Mark and Luke. These many things were 
afterwards explicitly mentioned, ch. xx. 
18 : Luke xviii. 31, 32. elders and 

chief priests and scribes] The various 
classes of members of the Sanhedrim : see 
note on ch. ii. 4. On the prophecy 

of the resurrection, some have objected 
that the disciples and friends of our Lord 
appear not to have expected it (see John 
XX. 2 : Luke xxiv. 12). But we have it 
directly asserted (Mark ix. 10 and 32) 
that they did not understand the saying, 
and therefore were not likely to make it a 
ground of expectation. Certainly enough 
was known of such a prophecy to make 
the Jews set a watch over the grave (Matt, 
xxvii. 63), which of itself answers the ob- 
jection. Some Commentators reason about 
the state of the disciples after the cruci- 
fixion, just as if they had not suffered any 
remarkable overthrow of their hopes and 
reliances, and maintain that they must 
have remembered this precise prophecy if 
it had been given by the Lord. But on 
the other hand we must remember how 
slow despondency is to take up hope, and 
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raised again the third day. Then Peter took him, and 
S began to rebuke him, saying, ^ Be it far from thee^ Lord : 
this shall not be unto thee. ^ But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: “thou art an «iRom.viii.7. 
offence unto me : for thou savourest not the things that be 
of God, but those that be of men. 24.uXhen said J^sus » x. 
unto his disciples. If any man will come after me, let him 5T?Sii!i2: 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. ^5 Yot 
•whosoever will save his life shall lose it : and whosoever ® jofniiLbS* 
will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 20 Yot what ^ is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own i soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for 

fir the oldest MS. reads, saith to him, rebuking him. 

^ render, God be gracious to thee. 

i some of the best MSS. read, shall a man be profited. j render, life. 

how many of the Lord's sayings must rebukes. 23.] As it was Peter's 

have been completely veiled from their spiritual discernment, given from above, 
eyes, owing to their non -apprehension of which made him a foundation-stone of the 
His sufferings and triumph as a whole. Church, so is it his carnality, proceeding 
He Himself reproaches them with this from want of unity witli the divine will, 
very slowness of belief after His resur- which makes him an adversary now. Com- 
rection. It is in the highest degree im- pare ch. iv. 10, also Eph. vi. 12. thou 

probable that the precision should have art an offence unto me] literally, Thou 
been given to this prophecy after the event, art my stumbling-block (not merely a 
as Meyer supposes : both from the character stumbling-block tome), rock (petra) of 
of the Gospel History in general (see Prole- offence,'' in Peter's own remarkable words, 
gomena), and because of the carefulness and 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8, — joined too with the very 
precision in the words added by St. Mark ; expression, which the builders disalloioed 
see above. 22.] The same Peter, wdio (rejected), which, as above noticed, occurs 
but just n^w had made so noble and spiri- in this passage in Mark and Luke. Be- 
tual a confession, and received so liigh a fore this rebuke St. Mark inserts ^*when 
blessing, now shews the weak and carnal he had turned about and loohed on his 
side of his character, becomes a stumbling- disciples," that the reproof might be be- 
block in the way of his Lord, and earns fore them all. 24.] When he had 

the very rebuff with which the Tempter called the people unto him with his dis- 
before him had been dismissed. Nor is ciples also, Mark viii. 34; he said to them 
there any thing improbable in this; the all, Luke ix. 23. This discourse is a so- 
expression of spiritual faith may, and fre- lemn sequel to our Lord's announcement 
queiitly does, precede the betraying of respecting Himself and the rebuke of 
carnal weakness ; and never is this more Peter : teaching that not only He, but 
probable than when the mind has just also His followers, must suffer and self- 
been uplifted, as Peter's was, by com- deny; that they all have a life to save, 
mendation and lofty promise. took more precious than all else to them ; and 

(hold of) him] by the dress or hand, or that the great day of account of that life’s 
perhaps took Him aside privately. welfare should be ever before them. On 

Tlic “ lie it far from thee" of the A. V. is this and the following verse, see ch. x. 38, 
literally, (God be) gracious (or, pro- 39. After his cross liuke inserts “ daily." 
pitious) to thee. this shall not be 26.] There is apparently a refer- 

unto thee] It is an authoritative declara- ence to Psalm xlix. in this verse. Com- 
tion, as it were, on Peter's part, This shall pare especially the latter part with ver. 
not happen to thee, implying that he 7, 8, of that Psalm. lose his own 
knew better, and could ensure his divine life = *Hose himself," Luke. Compare 
Master against such an event. It is this also 1 Pet. i. 18. what shall a man 

spirit of confident rejection of God's re- give in exchange for his Iffe 1] We must 
vealed purpose which th^ Lord so sharply not here render soul, but life, understand- 
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p oh. uvi. 64. tis j soul ? *7 For P the Son of man shall come in the fflory 
his Father ^ with his angels ; and then he shall reward 
r jo“b xxxiv.ii. every man according to his ^ works. Verily I say unto 

pg. 12. i/ ► 

There be some standing here, which shall not taste of 
0 .^®’ death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom, 
ipi Tw' XYII. 1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, 

llev.il. 2S: Xiii. 12. 


j render j life. 

ing it in the higher sense, life here and 
hereafter. 27 .] A further revelation 

of this important chapter respecting the 
Son of Man. He is to be Judge or all — 
and, as in ch. xiii. 41, is to appear with 
His angels, and in the glory of His Father 
— the glory which Thou hast given me,** 
John xvii. 22. Mark and Luke place here, 
not this declaration, but that of our ch. 
X. 33. Our Lord doubtless joined the two. 
Compare ch. xxiv. 30 ; xxv. 31. For 

implies, *'And it is not without reason 
that I thus speak : a time will come when 
the truth of what I say will be shewn.^* 
his work, considered as a whole : 
his habit of action. 28 .] This declara- 
tion refers, in its full meaning, certainly 
not to the transfiguration which follows, for 
that could in no sense (except that of being 
s. foretaste; compare Peter's own allusion 
to it, 2 Pet. i. 17, ivhcre he evidently treats 
it as such) be named ^the Son of Man 
coming in his Kingdom,' and the expres- 
sion, some . . . which shall not taste of 
death, till . . . , indicates a distant event, — 
but to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the full manifestation of the Kingdom of 
Christ by the annihilation of the Jewish 
polity ; which event, in this aspect as well 
as in all its terrible attendant details, was 
a type and earnest of the tinal coming of 
Christ. See John xxi. 22, and compare 
Deut. xxxii. 36 with Heb. x. 30. This 
dreadful destruction was indeed judgment 
beginning at the house of God. The in- 
terpretation of Meyer, &c., that our Lord 
referred to His ultimate glorious coming, 
the time of which was hidden from Him- 
self (see Mark xiii. 32 : Acts i. 7), is self- 
contradictory on his own view of the Per- 
son of Christ That our Lord, in His 
humanity in the flesh, did not know the 
day and the hour, we have from His own 
lips : but that not knowing it. He should 
have uttered a determinate and solemn 
prophecy of it, is utterly impossible. His 
venly I say unto you always introduces 
His solemn and authoritative revelations 
of divine truth. The fact is, there is a 
reference back in this discourse to that in 
ch. X., and the coming here spoken of is the 


^ render, Work. 

same as that in ver. 23 there. Stier well 
remarks that this cannot be the great and 
ultimate coming, on account of the terms 
of the announcement, which imply that 
they should taste of death after they had 
seen it, and would therefore be inapplicable 
to the final coming. This *18 denied by 
Wordsworth, who substitutes for the simple 
sense of shall not taste of death** the 
far-fetched one, “ shall not feel its bitter- 
ness," “ shall not taste of the (^eath of the 
soul,** and then, thus interpreting, gives 
the prophecy, as it seems to me, the very 
opposite of its plain sense : they will not 
taste of death till 1 come : much less will 
they taste of it then.** 

Chap. XVII. 1 -- 13 .] The teansei- 
GUKATION. Mark ix. 2—13. Luke ix. 
28 — 36. This weighty event forms the 
solemn installation of our Lord to His 
sufterings and their result. Those three 
Apostles were chosen to witness it, who 
had before witnessed His power over death 
(Mark v. 37), and who afterwards were 
chosen to accompany Him in His agony 
(ch. xxvi. 37), ami were (John xv 2 : Mark 
xvi. 7) in an especial sense witnesses of 
His resurrection. The Two who appeared 
to them were the representatives of the 
law and the prophets : both had been re- 
moved from this world in a mysterious 
manner : — the one without death, — the 
other by death indeed, but so that his 
body followed not the lot of the bodies 
of all ; both, like the Greater One with 
whom they spoke, had endured that super- 
natural fast of forty days and nights : 
both had been on the holy mount in the 
visions of Goil. And now they came, en- 
dowed with glorified bodies before the 
rest of the dead, to hold converse with the 
Lord on that sublime event, which had 
been the great central subject of all their 
teaching, and solemnly to consign into 
His hands, once and for all, in a sym- 
bolical and glorious representation, their 
delegated and expiring power. And then 
follows the Divine Voice, as at the Bap- 
tism, commanding however here in addi- 
tion the sole hearing and obedience of 
Him whose pow«r and glory were thus 
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and John his brother, and bnngeth them up into an high 
mountain apart, ^ and was transfigured before them : and 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
the light. ^ And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias talking with him. ^ Then answered Peter, and 
said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here : if thou 


testified. There can arise no question of 
the absolute historical reality of this nar- 
ration. It is united by definite marks 
of date with what goes before ; and by 
intimate connexion with what follows. It 
cannot by any unfairness be severed from 
its context. Nor again is there any thing 
mentioned which casts a doubt on the 
reality of the appearances (see below, on 
vision, ver. 9). The persons mentioned 
were seen by all — spoke — and were re- 
cognized. The concurrence between the 
three Evangelists is exact in all the cir- 
cumstances,^ and the fourth alludes, not 
obscurely, to the event, which it was not 
part of his purpose to relate; John i. 14. 
Another of the three spectators distinctly 
makes mention of the facts here related, 
2 Pet. i. 16 — 18. I cannot but add, 
having recently returned from the sight 
of the wonderful original at Home, that 
the great last picture of Rafiaelle is one of 
the best and noblest comments on this 
jwrtion of the Gospel history. Tlie events 
passing, at the same time, on, and under, 
the Mount of Transfiguration, are by tlie 
painter combined, to carry to the mind 
of the spectator the great central truth, 
There is noiie but Christ to console and to 
glorify our nature. It is a touching re- 
flection, that this picture was left un- 
finished by the painter, and carried in his 
funeral procession. 1.] “ About an 

eight days after these sayings,^’ Luke ix. 
28. The one computation is inclusive, the 
other not ; or perhaps, from the abouV* 
being inserted, the one is precise, the 
othei’ roughly stated. The time of the 
transfiguration was probably night, for the 
following reasons. (1) St. Luke informs us 
that the Lord had gone up to the mount 
to pray ; which He usually did at night 
(Luke vi. 12 ; xxi. 37 ; xxii. 39 ; Matt, 
xiv. 23, 24 al.). (2) All the circumstances 
connected with the glorification and accom- 
panying appearances would thus be more 
prominently seen. (3) The Apostles were 
asleep, and are described, Luke, ver. 32, 
as ^haring kept awake through it* (4) 
They did not descend till the next day 
(Luke, ver. 37), which would be almost 
inexplicable had the event happened by 
day, but a matter of course if by night, 
an high mountairy] The situation 


of this mountain is uncertain. It was pro- 
bably not Tabor, according to the legend ; 
for on the top of Tabor then most likely 
stood a fortified town (De Wette, from 
Kobinson). Nor is there any likelihood 
that it was Panium, near Cmsarea Philippi, 
for the six days would probably be spent 
in journeying; and they appear imme- 
diately after to have come to Capernaum. 
It was most likely one of the mountains 
bordering the lake. 8t. Luke speaks of it 
merely as the mountain** (country). 
Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, p. 399, con- 
tends for Hermon : as does, though doubt- 
ingly. Dr. Tliomson, the Land and the 
Book, p. 231. Stanley thinks tliat our 
Lord would still be in the neighbourhood 
of Cajsarea Philippi : and that “ it is im- 
possible to look up from the plain to the 
towering peaks of Hermon, almost the 
only mountain which deserves the name 
in Palestine, and one of whose ancient 
titles (‘ the lofty peak ") was derived from 
this very circumstance, and not be struck 
with its appropriateness to the scene .... 
High up on its southern slopes there must 
be many a point where the disciples could 
be taken ‘ apart by themselves.* Even the 
transient comparison of the celestial splen- 
dour with the snow, where alone it could 
be seen in Palestine, should not perhaps 
be wholly overlooked.** 2.] was trans- 
figured “ “ the fashion of his countenance 
was altered,** Luke. In what way, is not 
stated; but we may conclude from what 
follows, by being lighted with radiance 
both fi’om without and from within, 
white as the light =: “ white and glisten- 
ing,** Luke ; exceeding white 

snow~\ so as no fuller on earth can white 
them,** Mark. 8.] There need be no 

question concerning the manner of the 
recognition of Moses and Elias by the dis- 
ciples : it may have been intuitive and im- 
mediate. We can certainly not answer 
with Olshausen, that it may have arisen 
from subsequent information derived from 
our Lord, for Peter*s words in the next 
verse jireclude this. St. Luke adds, “ who 
appeared in glory, and spake of his rfe- 
cease, which he should accomplish in Jeru- 
salem.** 4.] St. Luke inserts, that the 
Apostles had been asleep, but wakened 
through this whole occurrence ; — thereby 
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wilt, 1 let m make here three tabernacles ; one for thee, and 
a 2 Pet. i. 17. one for Moses, and one for Elias. ^ “While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them : and behold a 
b ch. iii. 17. voice out of the cloud, which said, ^ This is my beloved 
d D?ut xviVi. ^ whom I am well pleased ; ^ hear ye him. ^ ® And 
ui.22;2^®‘“ when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and 
afraid. 7 And Jesus came and ^touched them^ 
18 . Rev.i.i7. Arise, and be not afraid. ^ And when they had 

lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 
goh.xvi.2o. 9 ^^ as they came down from the mountain, ^ Jesus 
charged them, saying. Tell the vision to no man, until the 
Son of man be risen again from the dead, And his dis- 
hMai. iv.B. ciples asked him, saying, ^ Why then say the scribes that 
Elias must first come? And ^ Jesus answered and said 
i Mai. iv. 6 . unto them, Elias truly ^ shall first come, and * restore all 

Luke i. 10, , ' ^ 

17 . Acta ill. things. ^ But I say unto you, That Elias is confe already, 
uh!'x*v.\t 10. and they knew him not, but * have done unto him what- 
m ch. xvi, 21. soever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man 
n ch. xi. 14 . Bufier of them. “ Then the disciples understood that he 
spake unto them of John the Baptist. And when they 

^ read, I will make. read, he. 

^ some of the oldest authorities read, truly cometh and shall restore. 


distinguishing it from a mere vision of 
sleep ; and that this speech was made 
** as they departed from him” Both 
Mark and Luke add, that Peter knew not 
what he said : and Mark — ^^for they were 
sore afraid” The speech was probably 
uttered with reference to the sad an- 
nouncement recently made by our Lord, 
and to which his attention had been re- 
called by the converse of Moses and Elias. 

It is one of those remarkable coin- 
cidences of words which lead men on, in 
writing, to remembrances connected with 
those words, that in 2 Peter i. 14, 15, 
tabernacle and decease {exodus, as here) 
have just been mentioned before the allu- 
sion to this event : see note there. 

Lord] rabbi, Mark, — Master, Luke. 

6.] theni, viz. our Lord, Moses and Elias. 
St. Luke adds, “ they feared as they entered 
into the cloud,” That the Apostles did 
not enter the cloud, is shewn by the voice 
being heard out of the cloud. The hear 
him, and disappearance of the two hea- 
venly attendants, are symbolically con- 
nected, — as signifying that God, who had 
spoken in times past to the Fathers by the 
Prophets, henceforth would speak by His 
Son. Vv. 6, 7 are peculiar to Matthew. 


9 .] No unreality is implied in the word 
vision, for it is expressed hy^^what they had 
seen ” in Mark and in Luke : see Num. xxiv. 
3, 4. St. Luke, without mentioning the 
condition of titne imposed on them, re- 
markably confirms it by saying, “ they told 
no man in .those days . , . ” 

10.] The occasion of this enquiry was, that 
they had just seen Elias withdrawn from 
their eyes, and were enjoined not to tell 
the vision. How then should this be ? 
If this was not the coming of Elias, 
was he yet to come ? If it was, how was 
it so secret and so short ? On ver. 

12, see note on ch. xi. 14. Our 
Lord speaks here plainly in the future, 
and uses the very word of the prophecy 
Mai. iv. 6. The double allusion is only 
the assertion that the Elias (in spirit and 
power) who foreran our Lord’s first coming, 
was a partial fulfilment of the great pro- 
phecy which announces the real JElias 
(the words of Malachi will hardly bear any 
other than a personal meaning), who is 
to forerun His greater and second coming. 

14 — 21 .] Healing of a possessed 
LUNATIC. Mark ix. 14 — 29. Luke ix. 
37 — 42. By much the fullest account of 
this miracle is contained in Mark, where 
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were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain 
man, kneehng down to him, and saying, Lord, have 
mercy on my son : for he is Ixmatick, and sore vexed ; for 
ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 

•And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not 
cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, 0 faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you ? 
how long shall I suffer you ? bring him hither to me. 

1^ And Jesus ^rebuked the devil ; and he departed out of him: 
and the child was cured from that very hour, i® Then 
came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said. Why could not 
we cast him out ? And Jesus said unto them. Because 
of your P unbelief : for verily I say unto you, °If ye have "fco^xuh. 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain. Remove hence to yonder place ; and it shall 
remove ; • and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting. 22 pAnd while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said ^ = 

unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the 7 .“^" 
hands of men : 23 and they shall kill him, and the third 
day he shall be raised again. And they were exceeding 
sorry. 

2 ^ And when they were come to Capernaum, they that 
received tribute money came to Peter, and said. Doth 

0 render, rebuked him, and the devil departed out of him. 

P some old MSS. read, little faith, 

<1 render, the two drachmas. 

see notes. It was the next day : see Luke 
ix. 37, and note on our ver. 1. Our Lord 
found the Scribes and the disciples dis- 
puting (Mark). 15.] He was an only 
son, Luke ix. 38. The da?mon had de- 
prived him of speech, Mark ix. 17. 

17.] Bengel remarks, that in our Lord’s 
severe reproof, the disciples are numbered 
with the multitude. 19.] It was in 

the house, Mark ix. 28. 

22, 23.] Our Lord’s second an- 
nouncement OP His death and re- 
surrection. Mark ix, 30 — 32. Luke 
ix. 43 — 45. This followed immediately 
after the miracle (Mark ix. 30). Our Lord 
went privately through Galilee; For he 
taught his disciples, &c. : — the imparting 
of this knowledge more accurately to His 
disciples, which He had begun to do in the 
last chapter, was the reason for His privacy. 

Fof more particulars, see Luke ver. 45: 

Mark ver. 32. , 


24—27.] Demand of the sacred 
tribute, and our Lord’s reply, Pe- 
culiar to Matthew. The narrative con- 
nects well with the whole chapter, the 
aim of the events narrated in which is, to 
set forth Jesus as the undoubted Son of 
God. 24. the two drachmas] This 

was a sum paid annually by the Jews of 
twenty years old and upwards, towards the 
temple in Jeimsalem. Exod. xxx. 13: 2 
Kings xii. 4; 2 Chron. xxiv. 6, 9. Jo- 
sephus says of Vespasian, “He levied a 
tribute on the Jews all over the world, 
compelling each man to pay two drachmas 
yearly into the Capitol, as they formerly 
used to do to the temple at Jerusalem.” 
It does not quite appear whether this pay- 
ment was compulsory or not; the ques- 
tion here asked would look as if it were 
voluntary, and therefore by some declined. 
Many Commentators both ancient 
and modern, and among them no less names 
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not your master pay ^ tribute ? He saith, Yes. And 
when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying, What thinkest thou, Simon ? of whom do the 
kings of the earth take custom or tribute ? of their own 
» children, or strangers ? Peter saith unto him. Of 
strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the ® children 
free. ^7 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go 
thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that 
first cometh up ; and when thou hast opened his mouth, 
thou shalt find a Apiece of money : that take, and give unto 
them for me and thee. 

a Luke xxii.24. XVIII. 1 At *^that same time came the disciples imto 
Jesus, saying, ^ Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven ? ^ And Jesus called a little child unto him, and 


^ render, the two drachmas. ^ i, e. anticipated. 

8 render, SOUS. ^ render, a statcr. ^ render, Wlfo then is. 


than Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Je- 
rome, and Augustine, seem to have missed 
the meaning of this miracle, by interpret- 
ing the payment as a cml one, which it 
certainly was not. Peter answered in the 
affirmative, probably because he had known 
it paid before. 25, 26.] The wdiole 
force of this argument depends on the fact 
of the payment being a divine one. It 
rests on this : ^If the sons arc free, then 
on Me, being the Son of God, has this tax 
no claim.' tribute is here the ren- 

dering of census, money taken according 
to the reckoning of the census , — a capita- 
tion tax. strangers, all who are not 
their children, those out of their family. 

27.] In this, which has been pro- 
nounced the most difficult miracle in the 
Gospels, the deeper student of our Lord's 
life and actions will find no difficulty. 
Our Lord's words amount to this : — “ that, 
notwithstanding this immunity, we (gra- 
ciously including the Apostle in the earthly 
payment, and omitting the distinction be- 
tween them, which was not now to be 
told to any), that we may not offend 
them, will pay what is required — and shall 
find it furnished by God's special provi- 
dence for ns." In the foreknowledge and 
power which this miracle implies, the 
Lord recalls Peter to that great confes- 
sion (ch. xyi. 16), which his hasty answer 
to the collectors shews him to have again 
in part forgotten. Of c6urse the 

miracle is to be understood in its literal 
historic sense. The rationalistic interpre- 
tation, that the fish was to be sold for the 
money (and a wonderful price it would be 


for a fish caught with a hook), is refuted 
by the terms of the narrative, — and the 
mythical one, besides the utter inapplica- 
bility of all mythical interpretation to any 
part of the evangelic history, — by the 
absence of all possible occasion, and all pos- 
sible significancy, of such a myth. The 
stater ■=zfour drachmas — the exact payment 
required for two persons. for, lite- 

rally, instead of, because the payment w^as 
a redemption paid for the person, Exod. 
XXX. 12. To this also refers the ^^free** 
above. me and thee — not as 

in John xx. 17 : — because the ’^footing on 
which it was given was different. 

Chap. XVIII. 1 — 35.] Discourse re- 
specting THE GREATEST IN THE KING^ 
DOM or HEAVEN. Mark ix. 33—50. Luke 
ix. 46 — 50. 1 .] In Mark we learn 

that this discourse arose out of a dispute 
among the disciples who should he the 
greatest. It took place soon after the 
last incident. Peter had returned from 
his fishing ; see ver. 21. The dispute had 
taken place before, on the way to Caper- 
naum. It had probably been caused by 
the mention of the Kingdom of God as at 
hand in ch. xvi. 19, 28, and the prefer- 
ence given by the Lord to the Three. In 
Mark it is our Lord who asks them what 
they were disputing about, and they are 
silent. At that same time need not 
necessarily refer to the incident last re- 
lated, It may equally well be understood 
as indicating the presence in the mind of 
the querist of something that had passed 
in the preceding dispute. 2.] From 

Mark ix. 36 it apj)ears, that our Lord first 
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set him in the midst of them, ^ and said, Verily I say 
unto you, ^Except ye be ^converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven- 
^ ® Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this Kttle c ch. XX. 27. 

. , xxiii. 11. 

child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

^ And whoso shall receive one such little child in my dch.x.4j. 
name receiveth me. ^ But whoso shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world 
because of ^ offences ! for it must needs be that ^ offences ei cor.xi.io. 
come; but ^woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh ! ? ® Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot ^ offend « ch. v. 20 , so. 

thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee : it is better 
for thee to enter into y life halt or maimed, rather than 
having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting 
fire. ^ And if thine eye ^ offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee : it is better for thee to enter into y life 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into 
hell fire. Take heed that ye despise not one of these 

V literally, turned. ^ liierally, scandals, or stumbling-blocks. 

^ literally, SCandalize. y render, the life [to come]. 

placed the child in the midst, and then ever goes on no further with the discourse : 
took it in His arms : possibly drawing a St. Mark inserts also our ch. x. 42. The 
lesson for His disciples from its ready punishment here mentioned, drowning, 
submission and trustfulness, 3. may have been practised in the sea of 

turned] Tiie word also conveys the idea Galilee ; see Jerome cited in my Gr. Test, 
of turning hack from the course pre- He Wette however denies this, saying that 
viously begun, viz. that of ambitious it was not a Jewish punishment; but it 
rivalry. Without this they should not certainly was a Roman, for Suetonius men- 
only not be pre-eminent in, but not tions it as practised by Augustus on the 
even admitted into, the Christian state — rapacious attendants of CaiusCsesar: and on 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 4 .] Not a certain Macedonian also : see as above. 

“ as this Utile child humhleth itself:” the millstone] the word implies a stone 

child was naturally humble : and such as belonging to a mill turned by an ass, and 
the child was by nature, we are to be by therefore larger than the stones of a hand- 
choice. 6.] Having shewn the child mill. 7.] See 1 Cor. xi. 19. Stier 
as the pattern of humility, the Lord pro- suggests that Judas, who took olfence at 
ceeds to shew the honour in which children the anointing in Bethany, may have been 
are held in His heavenly kingdom ; and on other occasions the man by whom the 
not only actual, but spiritual children — offence came, and so this may have been 
for both are understood in the expression said with special reference to him. Still 
one such little child. The receiving in its general import is undeniable and plain, 
my name is the serving (Mark ix. 35) with See also Acts ii. 23. 8.] The connexion 

Christian love, and as belonging to Christ is — ‘ Wilt thou avoid being the man on 
(see also ch. xxv. 40). 6.] Here St. whom this woe is pronounced? —then cut off 

Mark and St. Luke insert the saying of all occasion of offence in thyself first! 
John respecting one casting out dmmons in The cautions following are used in a wider 
Jesus' name, who followed not with the sense than in ch. v. 29, 30. In Mark, the 
Apostles : which it appears gave rise to ffoot! is expanded into a separate iteration 
the remark in this verse. St. Luke how- of the command. everlasting fire 
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Kttle ones ; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels 
^'Lukei.ii* always ^behold the face of my Father which is in 
^ ix- io. heaven. * * F or the Son of man is come to save that which 

was lost.l J^How think ye ? if a man have an hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave 
^the ninety and nine, and goetJi into the mountains, and 

* this verse is omitted in several of the oldest a/uihoriiies. 

«■ render, the ninety and nine on the mountains, and goeth and 
seeketh. 


(literally tlie fire which is eternal), which 
here first occurs, is more fully expressed in 
Mark, vv. 43, 44 ff. 10.] Hitherto our 
text has been parallel with that of Mark 
ix. ; from this, Matthew stands alone. 

The warning against contempt of these little 
ones must not be taken as only implying 
that special care must be taken not to 
scandalize them, nor indeed as relating 
exclusively, or even principally, to children. 
We must remember with what the dis- 
course began — a contention who should be 
greatest among them : and the little ones 
are those who are the furthest from these 
‘ greatest,^ the humble and new-born babes 
of the spiritual kingdom. And despise 
must be understood of that kind of con- 
tempt which ambition for superiority 
would induce for those who are by weak- 
ness or humility incapacitated for such a 
strife. There is no doubt that children 
are included in the word little ones, as they 
are always classed with the humble and 
simple-minded, and their character held 
up for our imitation. The little children 
in the outward state of the Church are 
in fact the only disciples who are sure to 
be that in reality, which their Baptism 
has put upon them, and so exactly answer 
to the wider meaning here conveyed by 
the term ; and those who would in after- 
life enter into the kingdom must turn 
back, and become as these little children — 
as they were when they had just received 
the new life in Baptism. The whole dis- 
course is in deep and constant reference to 
the covenant with infants, which was to 
be made and ratified by an ordinance, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, just as then. 

On the reason assigned in the latter part of 
this verse, there have been many opinions ; 
some of which (e. g. that given by Webster 
and Wilkinson, ‘ angels, their spirits after 
death ; * a meaning which the word never 
bore, and one respecting which our Lord 
would not have spoken in the present 
tense, with always) have been broached 
merely to evade the plain sense of the words, 
which is — that to individuals (whether in- 


variably, or under what circumstances of 
minor detail, we are not informed) certain 
angels are allotted as their especial atten- 
dants and guardians. We know elsewhere 
from the Scriptures, both (^f the Old and 
New Testament (Ps. xxxiv. 7 ; xci. 11 : 
Heb. i. 14 ai.), that the angels do minister 
about the children of God: and what 
should forbid that in this service, a pre- 
scribed order and appointed duty should 
regulate their ministrations? Nay, is it 
not certain by analogy that such would 
be the case ? But this saying of our Lord 
assures us that such is the ease, and that 
those angels whose honour is high before 
God are entrusted with the charge of the 
humble and meek, — the children in age 
and the children in grace. The phrase 
I say unto you, as in Luke xv. 7, 10, is 
an introduction to a revelation of some 
previously unknown fact in the spiritual 
w'orld. Stier has some very beautiful 
remarks on the guardian angels, and on 
the present general neglect of the doctrine 
of angelic tutelage, which has heen doubt- 
less a reaction from the idolatrous angel- 
worship of the Church of Rome (see Acts 
xii. 15 : Daniel xii. 1 : in the former case 
we have an individual, in the latter a 
national guardianship). behold the 

face, &c., i. e. are in high honour before 
God ; not perhaps especially so, but the 
meaning may be, ‘for they have angelic 
guardians, who always^ &c. See Tobit 
xii. 15. 11.] The angels are the ser- 

vants and messengers of the Son of Man ; 
and they therefore (for &c.) are appointed 
to wait on these little ones whom He 
came to save; and who, in their utter 
helplessness, are especially examples of that 
which was lost. ‘Here,^ remarks Stier,' 

* is Jacobis ladder planted before our eyes : 
beneath are the little ones; — then their 
angels; — then the Son of Man in heaven, 
in whom alone man is exalted above the 
angels, Who, as the Great Angel of the 
Covenant, cometh from the lh*esence and 
Bosom of the Father; — and above Him 
again (ver. 14) the Father Himself, and 
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seeketh tkat whicli is gone astray P 13 if go be that 
he find it, verily I say unto you, lie rejoiceth more of that 
sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 
i^,Even so it is not the will ^ of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 

16 Moreover ^if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and teU him his fault between thee and him alone : if 
he shall hear thee, ^ thou hast gained thy brother, l® But 
if he win not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in “the mouth of two or three witnesses ®^®ry ” 
word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the ® church : but if he neglect to 
hear the ® church, let him be unto thee as an ® heathen ^i4.®1‘john 

^ literally, in the presence of your Father. 

® literally, the congregation or assembly. 

His good pleasure.' 12, 13.] See not waiting till he comes to apologize, 

notes on Luke xv. 4 — 6, where the same hast gained, in the higher sense, reclaimed, 
parable is more expanded. Compare also gain^ for God, see reff. : and for thyself 
Ezek. xxxiv. 6, 11, 12. 14.] This too: ‘‘for before, thou hadst lost him, 

verse sets forth to us the worJc of the Son having been broken off from thy society by 
flw accomplishing the will of the Father; the offence,” Euthymius. 16.] The 

— for it is unquestionably the Son who is first attempt of brotherly love is to heal the 
the Good Shepherd, searc tog for the lost, wound, to remove the offence, in secrecy ; 
ver. 11. For similar declarations see Ezek. to cover the sin : but if this cannot be 
xviii. 23 ; xxxiii. 11 : 2 Pet. iii. 9. The done, the next step is, to take two or 
inference from this verse is — ‘then whoever three, still, in case of an adjustment, jprc- 
despises or scandalizes one of these little venting publicity ; but in the other event, 
ones, acts in opposition to the will of your providing sufficient legal witness. See 
Father in Heaven.' Observe, when the reff. and John viii. 17. Compare St. 
dignity of the little ones was asserted, it Paul's apparent reference to these words 
was my Father ; now that a motive directly of our Lord, 2 Cor. xiii. 1. 17. neglect 

acting on the conscience of the Christian to hear] The original verb is a stronger 
is urged, it is your Father. word than this, implying something of 

16—20.] Of the method of pboceed- obdsiracy : refuse to hear. the church 
INO WITH AN offending beother : AND (literally assembly), by what follows, cer- 
OF the power of the Christian as- tainly not ‘the Jewish synagogue' (for 
bemblt in such cases. 16.] The how could w. 18 — 20 be said in any sense 

connexion of this with the precedi^ is: q/’eY but the congregation of Christians; 
Our Lord has been speaking of offonces i. e. in early times, such as in Acts iv. 32, 
(stumbling-blocks), which subject is the the one congregation, — in after times, that 
ground-tone of the whole discourse. One congregation of which thou and he are 
kind is, when thou sinnest against another, members. That it cannot mean the Church 
vv. 7 — 14. A second kind, when thy bro- as represented by her rulers, appears by 
ther sins against thee. The remedy for the vv. 19, 20, — where any collection of be- 
former must be, in each individual being lievers is gifted with the power of deciding 
cautious in his own person, — that of the in such cases. Nothing could be further 
latter, in the exercise of brotherly love, from the spirit of our Lord's command 
and if that fail, the authority of the con- than proceedings in what are oddly enough 
gregation, w. 15 — 17. Then follows an called ‘ ecclesiastical ' courts, 
exposition of what that authority is, w. let him be, &c.] ‘let him no longer he 
18 — 20. On this verse see Levit. xix. accounted as a brother, but as one of those 
17, 18. This direction is only in case of without,' as the Jews accounted Gentilee 
personal offence against ourselves, and then and Publicans. Yet even then not with 
the injured person is to seek private ca?- hatred, see 1 Cor. v. 11, jmd compare 
planation, and that by goinf to his injurer. Cor. ii. 6, 7, and 2 These, iii. 14, 15. 

VoL. I. K 
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** P^bHcan. is Verily I say nnto you; ^ Wtat- 

ioor.v.4. gQgygj. jQ gj^g^ji earth shall be bound in heaven: 

and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven, ^ Again I say unto you, That if two of you 

shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall 

qijohniii. 22 . q ghall bc done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. ^ For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

Then came Peter to him, and said. Lord, how oft shall 
TLukexvii.4. my brother sin against me, and I forgive him ? 'till seven 
times ? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, 
soh.vi.i4. Until seven times: ®but, Until seventy times seven. 

Col. 111. 15. .- 11 . 1 ^ T 

Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto ® a 

certain king, which would take account of his servants. 
^ And when he had begim to reckon, one was brought 
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. ^5 

^ some of the oldest MSS. read, Again verily I say. 

® literally y a man (which was) a king. 

18 .] This verse reasserts in a wider and rules just laid down, but felt a difficulty as 
more general sense the grant made to to the limit of his exercise of forgiveness. 
Peter in ch. xvi. 19. It is here not only The Rabbinical rule was, to forgive 

to him as the first stone, but to the whole three times and no more ; this they justified 
building. See note there, and on John xx. by Amos i. 3, &c.. Job xxxiii. 29, 30 LXX, 
23, between which and our ch. xvi. 19 this and marg. E. V. The expression ‘ seven 
is a middle point. This refers to that times a day * is found Prov. xxiv, 16, in con- 
entire accordance of hearty faith, which nexion with sinning and being restored : see 
could hardly have place except also in also Levit. xxvi. 18 — 28. In our Lord^s an- 
accordance with the divine will. It was swer we have most likely a refSrence to Gen. 
apparently misunderstood by the Apostles iv. 24. 22.] On seventy times seven, 

James and John ; — see St. Mark’s account, Chrysostom remarks, that our Lord does 
ch. X. 35, in which they nearly repeat these not here lay down a number, but prescribes 
words. Notice again the [verily] I say that which is infinite and continuous and 
unto you : see on ch. xvi. 28. 20.] A everlasting. 23. Therefore] ^ because 

generalization of the term church (assem- this is so,’ because unlimited forgiveness is 
bly), and the powers conferred on it, which the law of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
renders it independent of particular forms servants here are not slaves, but ministers 
of government or ceremonies, and estab- or stewards. By the commanding to he 
lishes at once a canon against pseudo- sold of ver. 25 they could not be slaves in 
Catholicism in all its forms ; compare 1 Cor. the literal sense. But in Oriental lan- 
i. 2. there am I must be understood guage all the subjects of the king, even the 

of the presence of the Spirit and Power great ministers of state, are called slaves, 
of Christ, see chap, xxviii. 20. The individual example is one in high trust, 

21 — 86 .] Reply to Petee’s question or his debt could never have reached the 
BBSPEOTINQ- THE LIMIT OF FOROIVENESS ; enormous sum mentioned. See Isa. i. 18. 
ASB BY OCCASION, THE PARABLE OF THE 24.] Whether these are talents of 

FORGIVEN BUT UNFORGIVING SERVANT, silver or of gold, the debt represented is 
See Luke xvii. 3, 4. It is possible that enormous, and far beyond any private 
Peter may have asked this question in man’s power to discharge. 10,000 talents 
virtue of the power of the keys before (ch. of silver is the sum at which Haman 
xvi. 19) entrusted to him, to direct him in reckons the revenue derivable from the de- 
the use of them : but it seems more likely, struction of the whole Jewish people, Esth. 
that it was asked as in the person of any iii. 9. Trench remarks (Parables, p. IM) 
individual : that Peter wished to follow the that we can best appreciate the sum by 
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forasmucli as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him 
‘to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. ^6 The servant therefore fell 
down, and worshipped him, saying, [^Lord,] have patience 
wifb me, and I will pay thee all. ^7 Then the lord of that 
servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and 
forgave him the debt. jj^t the same servant went out, 
and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an 
hundred pence : and he laid hands on him, and took him 
by the throat, saying. Pay [s me] that thou owest. And 
his fellowservant fell down [S at his feet], and besought 
him, saying. Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
[S all], so^ind he would not : but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow- 

^ omitted in some of the oldest cmthorities, 

* fif omitted hy tJte oldest MSS. 


comparing it with other sums mentioned 
in Scripture. In the construction of the 
tabernacle, twenty-nine talents of gold 
were used (Exod. xxxviii. 24) : David pre- 
pared for the temple 3000 talents of gold, 
and the princes 5000 (1 Chron. xxix. 
4 — 7) : the Queen of Sheba presented to 
Solomon 120 talents (1 Kings x. 10) : the 
King of Assyria laid on Hezekiah thirty 
talents of gold (2 Kings xviii. 14) : and in 
the extreme impoverishment to which the 
land was brought at last, one talent of 
gold was laid on it, after the death of 
Josiah, by tBe King of Egypt (2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 3). 25 .] See Exod. xxii. 3 ; 

Levit. XXV. 39, 47; 2 Kings iv. 1. The 
similitude is however rather from Oriental 
despotism : for the selling was under the 
Mosaic law softened by the liberation at 
the year of jubilee. The imprisonment 
also, and the tormentors, vv. 30, 34, favour 
this view, forming no part of the Jewish 
law. 26 .] Luther explains this as the 
voice of mistaken self-righteousness, which 
when bitten by sense of sin and terrified 
with the idea of punishment, runs hither 
and thither, seeking help, and imagines it 
can build up a righteousness before God 
without having yet any idea that God 
Himself will help the sinner. Trench 
remarks, 'It seems simpler to see in the 
words nothing more than exclamations 
characteristic of the extreme fear and an- 
guish of the moment, which made him 
ready to promise impossible thin^, even 
mountains of gold,” p. 127. 28 .] Per- 

haps we must not lay stress on went out, as 
inmcating any wrong frame of mind alre^y 


begun, as some do : — the sequel shews how 
completely he had ‘gone out' from the 
presence of his Lord. At all events the 
word corresponds to the time when the 
trial of our principle takes place: when 
we ‘ go out ' from the presence of God in 
prayer and spiritual exercises, into the 
world. We may observe, that forgive- 
ness of sin does not imply a change of 
heart or principle in the sinner. The 

fellow-servant is probably not in the same 
station as himself, but none the less a 
fellow-servant. The insignificance of the 
sum is to shew us how trifling any offence 
against one another is in comparison to 
the vastness of our sin against God. 
Chrysostom finely remarks : “ He paid no 
regard even to the words by which he 
owed his own deliverance, —the petition 
which won for him the forgiveness of those 
ten thousand talents : he recognized not 
the harbour where he escaped his impend- 
ing shipwreck: the posture of the sup- 
pliant did not remind him of his lord's 
kindness : but rejecting all such considera- 
tions in his avarice and his cruelty and his 
unforgiveness, he was more cruel than 
any wild beast, seizing and throttling his 
fellow -servant. What doest thou, 0 man ? 
Seest thou not that thou art exacting from 
thyself 1 drawing the sword against thy- 
self retorting upon thyself the denial, and 
refusing for thyself the free forgiveness ?” 

that thou owest must be understood 
as a haughty expression of one ashamed to 
meet the mention of the paltry sum really 
owing, and by this very expression gene- 
ralizing his unforgiving treatment to oil 
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servants saw what was done, they were , very sorry, and 
came and told unto their lord all ■ that was done. Then 
his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, 0 
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee aU that debt, because 
thou desiredst me : shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on 
thee ? ^ And his lord was wroth, and deKvered him to 
the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due [^-unto 
uProv.ni.u. 36 ugQ likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 

Jai^eli li! 15. . 

brother [} their tre8pa^8e8\, 

XIX. 1 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished 
these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and Cu-me into the 
• cb.xu.i6. k coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan ; ^ ^and great multitudes 
followed him ; and he healed them there. 

3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and 
saying ^ unto him. Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife for every cause ? ^ And he answered and said unto 

k omitted in the oldest MSS. ^ omitted in the oldest MSS. 

k render^ borders. ^ omit. 


who owed him ought. 81.] The fel- 
low-servants were grieved, the lord is 
angry. Anger is not man^s proper mood 
towards sin, but sorrow (see Ps. cxix. 136), 
because all men are sinners. These fellow- 
servants are the praying people of God, 
who plead with Him against the oppression 
and tyranny in the world. 82.] “ When 
he owed 10,000 talents, he never called him 
wicked, nor reviled him, but had compas- 
sion on him.^' Chrysostom. 84. the 
tormentors] not merely the prison-keepers, 
but the torturers. Remember he was to 
have been sold into slavery before, and now 
his punishment is 'to he greater. The con- 
dition following would amount in the case 
of the sum in the parable to perpetual im- 
prisonment. So Chrysostom, “ that is, for 
ever j for he will never repay.'* See note 
on ch. V. 26. There is a difficulty made, 
from the punishment of this debtor for 
the very debt which had been forgiven, and 
the question has been asked, ‘ whether sins 
once remitted come back again.* But it is 
the spiritual meaning which has here ruled 
the form of the parable. He who falls from 
a state of grace falls into a state of con- 
demnation, and is overwhelmed with ‘all 
that debt,* not of this or that actual sin 
formerly remitted, but of a whole state of 
enmity to God. Meyer well remarks, 
that the motive held up in this parable 


could only have full light cast on it by the 
great act of Atonement which the Lord 
was about to accomplish. We may see 
from that consideration, how properly it 
belongs to this last period of His ministry. 

86.] my Father, not your Father, as 
in the similar declaration in ch. vi. 14, 15. 
This is more solemn and ‘denunciatory, 
“ for it is not seemly that God should be 
called the Father of such an one, so wicked 
and malicious.” Chrysostom. 

Chap. XIX. 1 — 12.] Reply to the 
Phaeisees* question conceening di- 
VOECE. Mark x. 1 — 12. This appears to 
be the journey of our Lord into the region 
beyond Jordan, mentioned John x. 40. If 
so, a considerable interval has elapsed since 
the discourse in ch. xviii. 1.] The 

borders of Judssa beyond Jordan forms one 
continuous description. Bethany, where He 
went, was beyond Jordan, but on the con- 
fines of Judsea. See notes on Mark x. 1, 
and Luke ix. 61. 2.] This agrees 

with what is said John x. 41, 42. For 
healed, St. Mark has 8.] This 

was a question of dispute between the rival 
Rabbinical schools of Hillel and Shammai ; 
the former asserting the right of arbitrary 
divorce, from Deut. xxiv. 1, the other de- 
nying it except in case of adultery. It was 
also, says De Wette, a delicate question in 
the place where our Lord now was, — in the 
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them, Have ye not read, '^that he which made them at the bGeB.i.j 7 j ▼. 
beginning made them male and female, ^ and said, ® For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife: and ^they twain shall be one flesh? 

® "V^Tierefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asun- 
der. 7 They say unto him, ® Why did Moses then com- ® 
mand to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away P ® He saith unto them, Moses because of the hard- 
ness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives : 
but from the beginning it ^was not so. ® ^And I say unto 
you. Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, •and shall marry another, committeth adultery : 

“ rendevy hath not been. 

dominions of. Herod Antipas. for the Hebrew. 5. one flesh] Stier re- 

eveiy cause ; — i. e. is any charge which a marks, that the essential bond of marriage 
man may choose to bring against his wife consists not in unity of spirit and souly by 
to justify him in divorcing her 1 4 — 6.] which indeed the marriage state should 

On these verses we may remark, (1) that ever be hallowed and sweetened, but with- 
our Lord refers to the Mosaic account of out which it still exists in all its binding 
the Creation as the historical fact of the power : — the wedded pair are one flesh, 
first creation of man ; and grounds his i. e. one man within the limits of their 
argument on the literal expressions of that united life in the fleshy for this world : be- 
narrative. (2) That He cites both from yond this limit, the marriage is broken by 
the first and second chapters of Genesis, the death of the flesh. And herein alone 
and in immediate connexion ; thus shewing lies the justification of a second marriage, 
them to be consecutive parts of a continuous which in no way breaks off the unity of 
narrative, — which, from their different die- love in spirit with the former partner, now 
tion, and apparent repetition, they have deceased. 7 — 9.] In this second ques- 

sometimes bqpn supposed not to be. (3) tion, the Pharisees imagine that they have 
That He quotes as spohen hy the Creator overthrown our Lord's decision by a per- 
the words in Gen. ii. 24, which were actu- mission of the law, which they call a corn- 
ally said by Adam j they must therefore be mand (compare ver. 7 with ver. 8). But 
understood as said in prophecy, by divine He answers them that this was done by 
inspiration, which indeed the terms made Moses on account of their hardness and 
use of in them would require, since the re- sinfulnessy as a lesser of evilsy and belonged 
lations alluded to by those terms did not to that dispensation which enteredy Rom. 
yet exist. As Augustine says, ‘God said v. 20; wtw added because of transgres- 
by man that which man foretold.' (4) sionsy Gal. iii. 19. This He expresses by 
That the force of the argument consists the your and you, as opposed to the general 
in the previous unity of male and female, terms used before. Only that fomioation, 
not indeed organically, but b^ implica- which itself breaks marriage, can be a 
tion, in Adam. Thus it is said in Gen. ground for dissolving it. The question, 
i. 27, He made them (man, as a race) whether demonstrated approaches to for- 
male (not, a male) and female (not, man nication, short of the act itself, are to be 
and woman) : but then the male and female regarded as having the same power, must 
were implicitly shut up in one ; and there- be dealt with cautiously, but at the same 
fore after the creation of woman from man, time with full remembrance that our Lord 
when one man and one woman were united does not confine the guilt of such sins to 
in marriage they should be one flesh, be- the outward act only : see ch. v. 28. St. 
cause woman was taken out of man. The Mark gives this last verse (9) as ^ken to 
answer then is, that abstractedly , from the the disciples in the ho<use; and his nnnute 
nature of marriage, it is indissoluble. The accuracy in such' matters of detail is well 
words they twain are in the Septuagint known. This enactment W our Loifl is % 
and the Samaritan Pentateuch, but not in formal repetition of what He had said be» 
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and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth oommit 
adultery, Hig disciples say unto him, If the case of the 
man be so with his wife, it is not “ good to marry. But 
he said unto them, «A11 men cannot receive this sajdng, 
save they to whom it is given, For there are some 
eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb : 
and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of 
** there be eunuchs, which ^have made themselves 
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is 
able to receive it, let him receive it. 

13 Then were there brought unto him little children, 
that he should put his hands on them, and pray : and the 
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer V little 
ich.xviii.*. children^ and forbid them not, to come unto me: for *of 
such is the kingdom of heaven, }^q laid his hands 

on them, and departed thence. 

13 And, behold, one came and said unto him, ^ [^Oood'] 

render, expedient. 0 render, made. 

P render, the little children : see Mark x. 14, where the words in the original 
a/re the same. 

q omit. See in St. Mark ctnd St. Lake. 


fore in the Sermon on the Mount, ch. v. 
32. Some expositors (principally modem) 
have fallen into the mistake of sup- 
posing that the dictum applies to the mar- 
rying a woman divorced on account of for- 
nication. But the full English way of 
rendering the sentence, would be, a woman 
thus divorced, viz. not on account of for- 
nication. 10.] the case, not the cause 
of divorce just mentioned ; nor, the condi- 
tion of the man with his wife ; but the 
account to be given, ‘ the original ground 
and 'principle' of the relationship of man 
and wife. The disciples apprehend that 
the trials and temptations of marriage 
would prove sources of sin and misery. 
This question and its answer are peculiar 
to Matthew. 11, 12.] this saying, 
viz. of yours. The for in ver. 12 shews 
that the sense is carried on. Our 

Lord mentions the three exceptions, the to 
Hohom it is gicen not to marry. 1. Those 
who f^m natural incapacity, or if not that, 
inaptitude, ha^oe no tendencies towards mar- 
riage: 2. Those who by actual physical 
deprivation, or compulsion from men, are 
prevented from marrying: 3. Those who 
m order to do the work of God more effec- 
tually (as e.g. St. Paul), abstain from mar- 
dago, see 1 Cor. vii. 26. The eunuchs and 
Made eunudis in the two first cases are to 


be taken both literally and figuratively : in 
the latter, figuratively only. It is to be 
observed that our Lord does not here utter 
a word from which ^any superiority can be 
attributed to the state of celibacy : the im- 
perative in the last clause being not a com- 
mand but a permission, as in^v. xxii. 17. 
His estimate for us of the expediency of 
celibacy, as a general question, is to be 
gathered from the parable of the talents, 
where He visits with severe blame the 
burying of the talent for its safer custody. 
The remark is Neander^s, and the more 
valuable, as he himself lived and died un- 
married. 

13—16.] The bringing of children 
TO Jesus. Mark x. 13 — 16. Luke xviii. 
15 — 17. After the long divergence of ch. 
ix. 61 — xviii. 14, Luke here again falls 
into the synoptic narrative. This incident 
is more fully related in Mark, where see 
notes. Our Evangelist has that he 

should put his hands on them, and pray 
(see Gen. xlviii. 14 : Acts vi. 6), where the 
other two have only ‘ that Me should touch 
them' The connexion in which it stands 
here and in Mark seems to be natural, im- 
mediately after the discourse on marriage. 
Some further remarks of our Lord, possibly 
on the fruit of marriage, may have given 
rise to the circumstance. 
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Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have 
eternal life P And he said unto him, ^ Why callest thou 
me good ? there is none good but one, that is, God : but if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. Ug 
saith unto him. Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do 
murder. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not 
steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness, ^Honour thy^ch,xv.4. 
father and thy mother : and, ^ Thou shalt love thy neigh- “ch® Ixlho®' 
hour as thyself. ^ The young man saith unto him. All 
these things have I kept [» from my youth up'] : what 
lack I yet? 21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be per- 
fect, "go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, “Lak2Si‘8S: 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and 

^ 85. 1 Tim. 

follow me. 22 But when the young man heard that say- 
ing, he went away sorrowful : for he had great possessions. 

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples. Verily I say unto 
you. That ° a rich man shall ^ hardly enter into the king- « fcSa’ * 26 . 
dom of heaven. 24 again I say unto you. It is easier 

^ read, Why askest thou me concerning good ? There is one 
good ; but . . r see note. 

8 omit. See in St. Mark and St. LuJce. ^ render, with difficulty. 


16 — 80 .] Answer to the enquiry of 

A RICH YOUNG MAN, AND DISCOURSE 
THEREUPON. Mark X. 17— 31. Lukexviii. 
18 — 30. 16.] From Luke ver. 18 we 

learn that he was a ruler : from Mark ver. 
17, that he ran to our Lord. The spirit 
in which he came, — which docs not how- 
ever appear here so plainly as in the other 
gospels, from the omission of good,** and 
the form of our Lord’s answer, — seems to 
have been that of excessive admiration for 
Jesus as a man of eminent virtue, and of 
desire to know from Him by what work 
of exceeding merit he might win eternal 
life. This spirit He reproves, by replying 
that there is but One Good, and that the 
walking by His grace in the way of holi- 
ness is the path to life. On the question 
and answer, as they stand in the received 
text, — and on their doctrinal bearing, see 
notes to Mark. This passage furnishes one 
of the most instructive and palpable cases 
of the smoothing down of apparent dis- 
crepancies by correcting the Gospels out of 
one an'^ther and thus reducing them to 
conformity. 18 .] De Wette observes 
well, that our Lord gives this enumeration 
of the commandments to bring out the 
self-righteous spirit of the young man, 
which He before saw. He only mentions 
those of the second table, having in ver. 
17, in His declaration respecting **good,** 


included those of the first. Mark has the 
addition of Defraud not,** representing 
probably the tenth commandment. 19 .] 
The addition of Thou shalt love Sfc. is 
peculiar to Matthew. 20 .] We may- 

remark that this young man, though self- 
righteous, was no hypocrite, no Pharisee : 
he spoke earnestly, and really strove to 
keep, as he really believed he had kept, all 
God’s commandments. Accordingly St. 
Mark adds, that Jesus looking upon him 
loved him : in spite of his error there was 
a nobleness and openness about him, con- 
trasted with the hypocritical bearing of 
the Pharisees and Scribes. 21 , 22 .] 
Our Lord takes him on his own shewing. 
As St. Mark and St. Luke add, " One thing 
is wanting to thee.** Supposing thy state- 
ment true, this topstone has yet to be 
laid on the fabric. But then it is to be 
noticed, that part of that one thing is 
Come and follow me {taking up thy cross, 
Mark). Stier remarks, that this was a 
test of his observance of the first com^ 
mandment of the first table; of break- 
ing which he is by the result convicted, 
24 .] Lightfoot brings instances 
from the Talmud of similar proverbial ex- 
pressions regarding an elephant : we have 
a case in ch. xxiii. 24, of a camel being 
put for any thing very large : and we -must 
remember that the object here was to set 
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for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. ^6 When his 
disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, 
Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and 
said unto them. With men this is impossible; but ^with 
fukei!#;. God all things are possible. ^7 Then answered Peter and 
him, Behold, ^we have forsaken all, and followed 
thee ; what shall we have therefore ? 28 Jesus said 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 
every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sis- 
ters, or father, or mother, or 101 / 6,1 or children, or lands, 
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 
*?ii”i ’83 everlasting Kfe. ®But many that are first shall 

Lukeiiii.8o. last ; and the last shall be first. XX. 1 For the king- 

u omitted in the oldest MSS. Origen expressly says that wife is not included, 

forth the greatest human impossibility, does not hide from them their reward: 
and to magnify divine grace, which could but tells them prophetically, that in the 
accomplish even that, 26.] Who, not new world, the accomplishment of that 
What rich man^ which would have been a regeneration which He came to bring in 
far shallower and narrower enquiry, but a (see Acts iii. 21 : Kev. xxi. 6 : Matt. xxvi. 
general question — what man 1 Besides 29), when He should sit on His throne of 
the usual reason given for this question, glory, then they also should sit (see in my 
* since all are striving to he rich* we Greek Test, on the peculiar force of the two 
must remember that the disciples yet different forms of the verb sit, as applied 
looked for a temporal Kingdom, and there- to our Lord, sitting on His throne as His 
fore would naturally be dismayed at hear- own act, and to the Apostles, as being pro- 
ing that it was so diflScult for any rich moted to, and taking their seaj^s on, their 
man to enter it. 26. beheld them] thrones, as the will of another) on twelve 

Probably to give force to and impress what thrones judging (see ref. 1 Cor.) the twelve 
was about to be said, especially as it was tribes of Israel (see Rev. xx. 4 ; xxi. 12, 
a saying reaching into the spiritual doc- 14; — one throne, Judas’s, another took, 
trines of the Gospel, which they could not Acts i. 20). At the same time he informs 
yet apprehend. this, salvation in them, ver. 29, that this reward should not 

general, and even of those least likely to in its most blessed particulars be theirs 
be saved. with, in both cases, means, ‘ in alone^ but that of every one who should 
the estimation of.’ 27.] The disciples, deny himself for Him (see 2 Tim. iv. 8) : 
or rather Peter speaking for them, recur and (ver. 30) cautions them, referring 
to the ** shalt have treasure in heaven** perhaps especially to Judas, but with a 
said to the young man, and enquire what view to all, as appears by the following 
their reward shall be, who have done parable, that many first should he IcLst, and 
all that was required of them. He does last first. On ver. 29, Stier remarks 
not ask respecting salvation, but some that the family relations are mentioned 
pre-eminent reward, as is manifest by the by St. Matthew in the order in which 
answer. The ' all’ which the Apostles had they would he left. On the other points 
left, was not in every case contemptible, requiring notice, see note on Mark x. 29, 
The sons of Zebedee had hired servants 30. 

(Mark i. 20), and Levi (Matthew ?) could Chap. XX. 1 — 16.] Paeablb op thb 
make a great feast in his house. But laboueees in the vineyaed. Peculiar 
whatever it was, it was their all, to Matthew. In interpreting this difficult 

28 — 80.] We may admire the simple truths Parable, we must first carefully observe 
fulness of this answer of our Lord. He its occasion and connexion. It is bound 
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dom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, 
which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into 


by the Tor to the conclusion of chap. 
XIX., and arose out of the question of Peter 
in ver. 27, what shall we ha/oe therefore ? 
(1) 4ts salient point is, that the Kingdom 
of God is of graccy not of debt ,* that they 
who were called firsty and h(we laboured 
longesty hare no more claim upon God 
{han those who were called last : but that 
to ally Sis covenant promise shall be fuU 
filled in its integrity, (2) Its primary 
application is to the Apostles y who had 
asked the question. They were not to be 
of such a spirit, as to imagine, with the 
murmurers in ver. 11, that they should 
have something supereminent (because 
they were called first, and had laboured 
longest) above those who in their own 
time were to be afterward called (see 
1 Cor. XV. 8 — 11). (3) Its secondwry ap- 
plications are to all those to whom such 
a comparison^ of first and last calledy will 
apply : — nationally y to the Jews, who were 
first called, and with a definite covenanty 
and the Heathens who came in after- 
wards, and on a covenant, though really 
made (see Jer. xxxi. 33 : Zech. viii. 8 : 
Heb. viii. 10), yet not so open and pro- 
minent individually y to those whose caU 
has been in early life, and who have spent 
their days in God’s active service, and 
those who have been summoned later; 
and to various other classes and persons 
between whom comparison, not only of 
time, but of advantages, talents, or any 
other distinguishing characteristic, can be 
made: that •none of the first of these can 
boast themselves over the others, nor look 
for higher place and greater reward, inas- 
much as there is but one “ gift ” of God 
according to the covenant of grace. And 
the “ first” of these are to see that they 
do not by pride and self-righteousness be- 
come the “ last,” or worse — be rejected, as 
nationally were the Jews; for among the 
many that are called, there are few chosen 
— many who will fail of the reward in the 
end. (4) In subordination to this leading 
idea and warning of the Parable must the 
circumstances brought before us be in- 
terpreted. The day and its hours are not 
any fixed time, such as the duration of the 
world, or our Lord’s life on earth, or the 
life of man, exclusively : but the natwral 
period, of earthly work as applied to the 
various meanings of which the parable is 
capable. The various times of hiring are 
not to be pressed as each having an ex- 
clusive meaning in each interpretation: 
they serve to spread the calling over the 
various periods, and to shew that it is 


again and again made. They are the 
qua/rters of the natural day, when the 
aliquot parts of the day’s wages could be 
earned, and therefore labourers would be 
waiting. The last of these is inserted for 
a special purpose, and belongs more ex- 
pressly to the instruction of the parable. 
(5) The hire bears an important part in 
the interpretation. I cannot with Stier 
(whose comment on this parable I think 
much inferior to his usual remarks) sup- 
pose it to mean “ the promise of this life” 
attached to godliness. His anxiety to es- 
cape from the danger of eternal life being 
matter of wages, has here misled him. But 
there is no such danger in the interpreta- 
tion of the parable which I believe to be 
the true one. The hire is the promise of 
the covenant, uniformly represented by our 
Lord and His Apostles as a ^rewa/rd* 
Matt. V. 12 : Luke vi. 35 ; xiv. 14 : John 
iv. 36: 1 Cor. iii. 14: 2 John 8: Heb. 
X. 35 ; xi. 6 al., reckoned indeed of free 
grace: but still, forensically considered, 
answering to, and represented by, * wages,’ 
as claimed under God’s covenant with man 
in Christ. (The freeness and sovereignty 
of God’s gift of grace is pointedly set be- 
fore us in ver. 14, It is my will to give 
&c.) This hire I believe then to be eternal 
life, or, in other words, God Himself 
(John xvii. 3). And this, rightly under- 
stood, will keep us from the error of 
supposing, that the parable involves a de- 
claration that all who are saved will be in 
an absolute equality. This gift is, and will 
be to each man, as he is prepared to re- 
ceive it. To the envious and murmurers, 
it will be as the fruit that turned to ashes 
in the mouth ; by their own unchristian 
spirit they will “ lose the things that they 
have wrought” (2 John 8), and their re- 
ward will be null: in other words, they 
will, as the spiritual verity necessitates, not 
enter into that life to which they were 
called. God’s covenant is fulfilled to them 
— they have received their denarius — but 
from the essential nature of the “hire” 
are disqualified from enjoying its use : for 
as Gregory the Great remarks, “ the king- 
dom of heaven none who murmurs, in- 
herits : none who inherits, can murmur.” 
To those who have known and loved God, 
it will be, to each, as he has advanced in 
the spiritual life, joy unspeakable and full 
of glory. 1. early in the morning] 
See Jer. xxxv. 14, and other places, 
labourers] in the primary meanii^ of the 
parable, ‘apostles, prophets, mimsters 
distinct from the vines in the vineyard* 
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fcis Tineyard. ^ AnA when he had agreed with the la- 
bourers for a penny a day, he sent them mto>his vine- 
yard. 3 lie went out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, ^ and said unto 
them ; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoeverj is 
right I will give you. And they went their way. ^ Again 
he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did like- 
wise. ® And about the eleventh hour he went out, and 
found others standing [’^ idle\ and saith xmto them. Why 
stand 3 "e here all the day idle ? 7 They say unto him. 
Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them. Go 
ye also into the vineyard and whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receiv^, ^ So when even was come, the lord of 
the vineyard saith unto his steward. Call the labourers, and 
give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the 
first. ^ And when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny, But 
when the first came, they supposed that they should have 
received more; and they likewise received every man a 
^ penny, And when they had received it, they mur- 
mured against the y good man of the house, saying. These 
last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them 
equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of 

^ render, denariuS. ^ omit, * omit, 

y render, householder, ds in ver, 1, where the word is the same. 


But inasmuch as every workman is himself 
subject to the treatment of the husband- 
man (see John xv. 1, 2), and every man in 
the l^ngdom of God is in some sense or 
other a worker on the rest, the distinction 
is not to be pressed — the parable ranges 
over both comparisons. vineyard] 

not the Jewish church only, as Greswell, 
Parables, iv. 355 if., maintains. The J ewish 
Church was God’s vineyard especially and 
typically; Bds Chu/rch in all ages is His 
true vineyard, see John xv. 1. 2.] 

The denarius a day was the pay of a Roman 
soldier in Tiberius’ time, a few years before 
this parable was uttered. Polybius (but in 
illustrating the exceeding fertility and 
cheapness of the country) mentions that 
the charge for a day’s entertainment in 
the inns in Cisalpine Gaul was half an as, 
z=:jgth of the denarius. This we may 
therefore regard as liberal pay for the day’s 
work. 8 , 4.] The third hour, at 

the equinox our 9 ajn., and in summer 8, 
was sometimes called **the height of the 
market,** the market was fullest. 


“The market-place of the w©rld is con- 
trasted with the vineyard of the Kingdom 
of God : the greatest man of business in 
worldly things is a mere idle gazer, if he 
has not yet entered on the true work which 
alone is worth any thing or gains any re- 
ward.” Stier. No positive stipulation 
is made with these second, but they are 
to depend on the justice of the house- 
holder. They might expect fths of a de- 
narius. From the same dialogue being 
implied at the sixth and ninth hour (“ hs 
did likewise ”) the “ whatsoever is right ” 
is probably in each case the corresponding 
part of the denarius, at least in their ex- 
pectation; so that it cannot he sand that 
no covenant was made. 8.] By the 

Mosaic law (Deut. xxiv. 15) the wages of 
an hired servant were to be paid him before 
night. This was at the twelfth hour, or 
sunset : see ver. 12. I do not think the 
steward must be pressed as having a 
spiritual meaning. If it has, it represents 
Christ (see Heb. iii. 6, and ch. li. 27). 
beginning is not merely expletive. 
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the day. But he anefwered one of {hem, and said, 

* FriendjT do thee no wrong : didst not thou agree with me 

for a » Take that thine is, and go thy way : ^ I 

will gm unto this last, even as unto thee. •Is it not aKoni.ix.fl. 

laVful for me to do what I will with mine own? 

thine eye evil, because I am good? ®So the last shall cch.’^di.w. 

be first, and the first last[: many be called, but few 

chosen]. 

17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve dis- 
ciples apart in the way, and said unto them, i® ® Behold, ech.xvi.21. 
we go up to Jerusalem ; and the Son of man shall be be- 
trayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they 
shall condemn him to death, 1^ ^and shall deliver him to ^®Ac? 8 *iii! i3. 
the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him : 
and the third day he shall rise again. 

20 Then came to him the mother of « Zebedee’s children ^ch.iv.ai. 
with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain 
thing of him. 21 And he said unto her. What wilt thou ? 

* more properly ^ Comrade, or Companion : see ch, xxii. 12 ; xxvi. 50. 

® rendeTy denarius. ^ render. It is my wiU to give. 

® render. Or is, ^ omitted in several of the oldest authorities, 

but definite, as in Luke xxiii. 6. 13, not be chosen. In ch. xxiii. 14 the refer- 

14.] Friend, at first sight a friendly word ence is different. 

merely, assumes a more solemn aspect 17 — 19.] Mark x. 32—34. Luke xviii. 
when we recollect that it is used in ch. 31 — 34. Fullee declaration of His 
xxii. 12 to the guest who had not the btjffeeinos and death — revealing His 
wedding garment ; and in ch. xxvi, 50 by being delivered to the Gentiles (but 
our Lord to Judas. go thy way hardly in Matthew only) His crucifixion. See 
denotes (as Stier in his Ist edu.) expulsion the note on the more detailed account in 
and separation from the householder and Mark. 

his employment ; it is here only a word of 20 — 28 .] Ambitious request of the 
course, commanding him to do what a mother op the sons op Zebedee; 
paid labourer naturally should do. our Lord's Reply. Mark x. 35 — 45 ; 

16. evil] hero envious : so also Prov. not related by Luke. This request seems 
xxviii. 22. 10.] The last were first, to have arisen from the promise made to 

as equal to the first ; first, in order of the twelve in ch. xix. 28. In Mark's ac- 
payment; first, as superior to the first count, the two brethren themselves make 
(no others being brought into comparison), the request. But the narration in the 
in that their reward was more in pro- text is the more detailed and exact; and 
portion to their work, and not marred by the two immediately coincide, by our Lord 
a murmuring spirit. The first were last addressing His answer to the two Apostles 
m these same respects. The last (ver. 22). The difference is no greater 

words of the verse belong not so much to than is perpetually to be found in narra- 
the payable, as to the first clause, and are tions of the same fact, persons being often 
placed to account for its being as there related to have done themselves what, accu- 
described ; for, while multitudes are called rately speaking, they did by another. 
into the vineyard, many, by murmuring The mother's name was Salome; — she . 
and otherwise disgracing their calling, had followed our Lord from GUlilee,— 
will nullify it, and so, although first by and afterwards witnessed the crucifixion, 
profession and standing, will not be of the see Mark xv. 40. Probably the two bre- 
humber of the elect: although called, will thren had directed this request through 
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hoii.xix.i8. She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons **may 
sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on ^ the left, 
in thy kingdom. 22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye 
irt.xrri.#®, know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of *the cup 
kLukexii.50. that I shall driii of \}and to he baptized with ^ the baptism 
that I am baptized witK\ ? They say unto him. We are 
^ -And he saith unto them, ^ Ye shall drink indeed 

Ixim.u!'!!. of my cup [fSand be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized witJi] : but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, 
in oh. XXV. 84. xg xxot mine to “give, but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Father. ^ And when the ten 
heard it, they were moved with indignation against the 
two brethren. But Jesus called them unto ' him, and 
said. Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise 
iiipet.v.8. authority upon them. But ®it shall not be so among 
och^niu.u. you: but ° whosoever wiU be great among you, let him be 

® read, thy. ^ omit. S omit, 

their mothefy because they remembered more the inner and spiritual bitterness, 
the rebuke which had followed their for- resembling the agony of the Lord Himself, 
mer contention about precedence. — and the haptism, which is an important 

21.] The places close to the throne were addition in Mark, more the outer acces- 
those of honour y as in Josephus, where sion of persecution and trial, — through 
speaking of Saul, he describes Jonathan which we must pass to the Kingdom of 
his son as seated on liis right hand, and God. On the latter image see Ps. xlii. 7; 
Abner the captain of the host on his left. Ixix. 2 ; cxxiv. 4. Stier rightly ob- 
In a Rabbinical work, it is said, that serves that this answer of our Lord con- 
God wiU seat the King Messiah at his tains in it the kernel of the -doctrine of the 
right hand, and Abraham at his left. Sacraments in the Christian Church : see 

One of these hreth/ren, John, the beloved Rom. vi. 1 — 7 : 1 Cor. xii. 13, and note on 
disciple, had his usual place close to the Luke xii. 50. Some explain their 

Lord, John xiii. 23 : the other was among answer as if they understood the Lord to 
the chosen Three (this request hardly can speak of drinking out of the royal cup, 
imply in their minds any idea of the rejec- and washing in the royal ewer : but the 
tion of Peter from his peculiar post of words are ye able to drink, and we are 
honour by the rebuke in ch. xvi. 23, for able, indicating a difficulty y preclude this, 
since then had happened the occurrences 23.] The one of these brethren was 

in ch. xvii. 1 — 8, and especially ib. vv. the first of the Apostles to drink the eup 
24 — 27). Both were called Boanerges, or of suffering y and he baptized with the hap^ 
the sons of thunder, Mark iii. 17. tism of bloody Acts xii. 1, 2 : the other 

They thought the kingdom of God was had the longest experience among them 
immediately to appear y Luke xix, 11. (f a life of trouble and persecution. 

22. J One at least of these brethren The last clause of the verse may be un- 
saw the Lord on His Cross— on His right derstood as in the text, ‘ is not mine to 
and left hand the crucified thieves. Bitter give, but it shall be given to them for 
indeed must the remembrance of this am- whom it is prepared of my Father ; * so 
bitious prayer have been at that moment ! Meyer, al. ; or, * is not mine to give, except 
Luther remarks, * The flesh ever seeks to to those for whom,^ &c. So Chiysostom 
be glorified, before it is crucified ; exalted, and others. If however we understand 
before it is abased.*^ The *cup* is a after but ‘it shall be given hy Me* the 
frequent Scripture image^ for joy or sor- two interpretations come to the same, 
row : see Ps. xxiii. 6 ; cxvi. 13 : Isa. li. 22 : ^ 26 — 2^] great .... fint, i. e. 

Matt. xxvi. 42. It here seems to signify in the next life, let him be ndniiter 
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your minister; **and whosoever will be ^ chief among 
you, ^lefhim he your servant: ^Sq^yen as the ""Son of lLSkViiii, 27 . 
TnnTi came not to be ministered unto, * but to minister, and 
‘ to give his life a ransom “ for many. 

•29 And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude 
followed him. And, behold, ^two blind men sitting by ’'Heb“u?’io®' 


^ render^ first. 

and servant here. Thus also the came, 
ver. 28, applies to the coming of the Son 
of man m the flesh only. a ransom 
for many, is a plain declaration of the 
sacrificial and vicarious nature of the death 
«f our liord. The principal usages (in the 
Greek Scriptures) of the word rendered 
ransom are the following ; — (1) a payment 
as equivalent for a life destroyed ; (2) the 
price of redemption of a slave ; (3) ‘ pro- 
pitiation for/ many here is equi- 

valent to “ftM” 1 Tim. ii. 6. No stress is 
to be laid on this word ^^many” as not 
being ** alV* here; it is placed in oppo- 
sition to the one life which is ^ven — the 
one for many — and not with any distinction 
from ally (I may observe once for all, 
that in the usage of these two words, as 
applied to our r^emption by Christ, *^alV' 
is the OBJECTIVE, *'many’* the subjective 
designation of those for whom Christ died. 
'H&died for ally as outward matter of fact ; 
but as matter of individual participation, 
the great multitude whom no man can 
number, ** many** will be the saved by Him 
in the end.) ' As the Son of man came to 
give His life for many and to serve many, 
so ye, being many, should be to each one 
the object of service and self-denial.^ 

29— 34J Hea-Ling of two blind 
MEN ON His depaetuee peom Jeeicho. 
Mark x. 46 — 52. Luke xviii. 35 — 43; 
xix. 1, with however some remarkable dif- 
ferences. In the much more detailed ac- 
count of St. Mark, we have but one blind 
man, mentioned by name as Bartimseus; 
St. Luke also relates it of only one, and 
besides says that it was ‘‘ as he was come 
nigh to Jericho.** The only fair account 
of such differences is, that they existed in 
the sources from which each Evangelist 
took his narrative. This later one is 
easily explained, from the circumstance 
having happened close to Jericho — in 
two accounts, just on leaving it— in the 
third, on approaching to it : but he must 
be indeed a slave to the letter, who 
would stumble at such discrepancies, and 
not rather see in them the corroborating 
coincidence of testimonies to the fact it- 
self, Yet some strangely suppose our 


ix.J8. Tch.lx,l7. 

^ read, stall be. 

Lord to have healed one blind man (as in 
Luke) on entering Jericho, and another 
(Bartimanis, as in Mark) on leaving it , — 
and St. Matthew to have, 'with his charac- 
teristic brevity in relating miracles,^ com- 
bined both these in one. But then, what 
becomes of St. Matthew's assertion, ** as 
they departed from Jericho V* Can we 
possibly imagine, that the Evangelist, 
having both facts before him, could com- 
bine them and preface them with what he 
must know to be inaccu/rate ? It is just thus 
that the Harmonists utterly destroy the 
credibility of the Scripture narrative. Ac- 
cumulate upon this the absurd improba- 
bilities involved in two men, under the 
same circumstances, addressing our Lord 
in the same words at so very short an 
interval, — and we may be thankful that 
biblical criticism is at length being eman- 
cipated from 'forcing narratives into ac- 
cordance.' See notes on Mark. 
Jeeicho, 150 stadia (18 rom. miles) n.e. 
of Jerusalem (Jos. B. J. iv. 8. 3), and 
60 (7.2 rom. miles) w. from the Jordan 
(Jos. ibid.), in the tribe of Benjamin (Josh, 
xviii. 21), near the borders of Ephraim 
(Josh. xvi. 7). The environs were like an 
oasis surrounded by liigh and barren lime- 
stone mountains,— well watered and fer- 
tile, rich in palm-trees (Deut. xxxiv. 3: 
Judg. i. 16 ; iii. 13), roses (Ecclus. xxiv. 14), 
and balsam (Jos. Antt. iv. 6. 1 al.). After 
its destruction by Joshua, its rebuilding 
was prohibited under a curse (Josh. vi. 
26), which was incurred by Hiel the Be- 
thelite in the days of Ahab (1 Kings xvi. 
34) : i. e. he fortified it, for it was an 
inhabited city before (see Judg. iii. 13: 
2 Sam. X. 5). We find it the seat of a 
school of the prophets, 2 Kings ii. 4 ff. 
After the captivity we read of it, Ezra 
ii. 34 ; Neh. vii. 86 ; and in 1 Macc. ix. 
60 we read that Jonathan strengthened 
its fortifications. It was much embellished 
by Herod the Great, who had a palace 
there (Jos. Antt. xvi. 5. 2 al.), and at this 
time was one of the principal cities of 
Palestine, and the residence of a chief pub- 
Ucan on account of the balsam trade 
(Luke xix. 1). At present there is on or 
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tihe way $ide, when they heard that Jesus passed hy, cried 
out, saying, Have mercy on us, 0 Lord, thou son of 
David. SI multitude rebuked them, ^ became 

they should hold their peace: but they cried the more, 
saying. Have mercy on us, 0 Lord, thou son of David. 

And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said. What 
will ye that I shall do unto you ? S3 They say unto him, 
Lord, that our ej^es may be opened. S4 go Jesus had com- 
passion on them, and touched their eyes : and immediately 
1 their eyes received sight, and they'] followed him. 

XXI. 1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and 


BZech.xiv.4. were come to Bethphag^, 

^ render y that. 

•near the site only a miserable village, 
Richa or Ericha. 80, 31.] The mul- 
titude appear to have silenced them, lest 
they should be wearisome and annoying to 
our Lord; not because they called Him 
the Son of David, — for the multitudes 
could have no reason for repressing this 
cry, seeing that they themselves (being 
probably for the most part the same per- 
sons who entered Jerusalem with Jesus) 
raised it very soon after : see ch. xxi. 9. 

I have before noticed (on ch. ix. 27) the 
singular occurrence of these words, *Son 
of David, ^ in the three narratives of heal- 
ing the blind in this Gospel. 32.] called 
thw = (literally) **saidy call ye him** 
Mark, ** commanded him to he brought** 
Luke. 34.] touched their eyes, not 
mentioned in the other Gospels. In 
both we have the addition of the Lord’s 
saying, **thy faith hath saved thee.** 
The question preceding was tp elicit their 
faith. 

Chap. XXI. 1—17.] Teittmphal en- 

TET INTO JeEU SALEM ; CLEANSINO OP 
THE TEMPLE. Mark xi. 1 — 11, 15. Luke 
xix. 29 — 44. John xii. 12—36. This 

occurrence is related by all four Evan- 
gelists, with however some dilferences, 
:douhtless easily accounted for, if we knew 
accuraitely the real detail of the circum- 
stances in chronological order. In John 
1), — our Lord came six days before the 
Passover to Bethany, where the anointing 
(of Matt. xxvi. 6—18) took place : and on 
the morrow, the triumphal entry into Je- 
rusalem was made. According to Mark 
xL 11, — on the day of the triumphal entry 
He only entered the city, went to the 
temple, and looked about on all things, — 
and then, when now it was late in the even- 
ing, returned to Bethany, and on the mor- 


unto ^ the mount of Olives, then 

^ read, they. ^ omit. 

row the cleansing of the temple took place. 
The account in Luke, which is the fhllest 
and most graphic of the four, agrees chrono- 
logically with that in the text. I would 
venture to suggest, that the supposition of 
the triumphal entry in Mark being related 
a day too soon, will bring all into unison. 
If this be so, our Lord’s first entry into 
Jerusalem vras private : probably the jour- 
ney was interrupted by a short stay at 
Bethany, so that He did not enter the city 
with the multitudes. That this was the 
fact, seems implied in Mark xi. 11. Then 
it was that, “ when Se had looked round 
about upon all things** He noticed the 
abuse in the temple, which next day He 
corrected. Then in the evening He went 
back with the twelve to Bethaliy, and the 
supper there, and anointing, took place. 
Meantime the Jews (John xii. 9) knew 
that he was at Bethany ; and many went 
there that evening to see Him and Lazarus. 
(Query, had not Lazarus followed Him to 
Ephraim?) Then on the morrow multi- 
tudes came out to meet Him, and the 
triumphal entry took place, the weeping 
over the city (Luke xix. 41), and the 
cleansing of the temple. The cursing of 
the fig-tree occurred early that morning, as 
He was leaving Bethany with the twelve, 
and before the multitude met Him or the 
asses were sent for. (On Matthew’s nar- 
rative of this event see below on ver. 18.) 
According to this view, our narrative omits 
the supper at Bethany, and the anointing 
(in its right place), and passes to the events 
of the next day. On the day of the week 
when this entry happened, see note on 
John xii. 1. 1. Bethphag^ = Heb. the 

house of figs : a considerable suburb, nearer 
to Jerusalem than Bethany, and some^ 
times reckoned part of the city. No trace 
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sent Jesus^ two disciples, ^^saying unto th^i, Go into the 
village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an 
ass tied, and a colt with her ; loose them, and bring them 
unjo me. ^ And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall 
say, The Lord hath need of them ; and straightway he will 
send them. All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, ^ ^Tell ye fte 
daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of “ an 
ass, ® And the disciples went, and did as Jesus com- 
manded them, and brought the ass, and the colt, and 
put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 

® ® And V)ery great multitude spread their garments in <=2 Kings ii. 
the way ; ^ others cut down branches from the trees, and d see Lev.xiiil. 
strawed them in the way. ^ And the multitudes that went 
P before^ ahd that followed, cried, saying, ® Hosanna to the 
son of David : ^Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord ; Hosanna in the highest. And when he was 
come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, sa}dng, Who ^luke “‘.w. 
is this? And the multitude said. This is Jesus ®^the yu.40:ix. ‘ 

^ render, a beast of burden. 

® render, the greater part of the multitude. P read, before him. 


of it now remains ; see ** The Land and the 
Book ”p. 697. 2,8,] the village over 

against yon, i. e. Bethphage, Mark and 
Luke mention the colt only, adding 
“ whereon never yet man sat ” (see note on 
Mark) : John “ ayoung ass.’* Justin Mar- 
tyr connects this verse with the prophecy in 
Gen. xlix. 11. The Lord, here, ‘ the 

LORD,’ Jehovah : most probably a general 
intimation to the owners, that they were 
wanted for the service of God, I cannot 
see how this interpretation errs against 
decorum, as Stier asserts. The meanest 
animals might be wanted for the service of 
the Lord Jehovah. And after all, what 
difference is there as to decorum, if we 
understand with him “ the Lord ” to sig- 
nify “the King Messiah The two dis- 
ciples were perhaps Peter and John : com- 
pare Mark xiv. 18 and Luke xxii. 8. 

4.1 A formula of our Evangelist’s (see ch. 
i. 22), spoken with reference to the divine 
counsels, but not to the intention of the 
doers of the act; for this application of 
prophecy is in John xii. 16 distinctly said 
not to have occurred to the disci/pies at 
the time, hut after Jesus was glorified. 

8, 7.] In Mark, “ they found the 
colt tied by tT^ door without, in a place 


where two ways met.** Our Lord sat on 
the foal (Mark, Luke), and the mother 
accompanied, apparently after the manner 
of a Sumpter, as prophets so riding would 
be usually accompanied (but not of course 
doing the work of a sumpter). That this 
riding and entry were intentional on the 
part of our Lord, is clear : and also that 
He did not thereby mean to give any 
countenance to the temporal ideas of His 
Messiahship, but solemnly to fulfil the 
Scriptures respecting Him, and to prepare 
the way for His sufferings, by a public 
avowal of His mission. The typical mean- 
ing also is not to be overlooked. In all 
probability the evening visit to the temple 
was on the very day when the Paschal 
Lamb was to be taken up — i. e. set apart 
for the sacrifice. 8 , 9 .^ Which was 

a royal honour : see 2 Kings ix. 13. 
a very great xnultitade, literally, the 
greater part of the moltitade. 

Hosanna] from Psalm cxviii. 25; = “save 
now,** a formula originally of supplication, 
but conventually of gratulation, so that it 
is followed by “to <^c.** and by “in^ the 
highest f meaning, * may it be also ratified 
in heaven!’ see 1 Kings i. 36: Luke ii. 
14^ where however it is an assertion, not a 
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hjohnii.i5. prophet, of Nazareth, of Galilee.' ^And Jesus went into 
the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
i^Tit.xir.36. 1 moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold ^ doves, 
kis^.ivi.7. 13 and said unto them. It is written, •‘My house shall be 
iJer.viLii. called the house of prayer ; ^ but ye ^ have made it a den of 
thieves. And the blind and the lame came to him in 
the temple ; and he healed them. And when the chief 
priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, 
and the children ® crying in the temple, and saying, Ho- 
sanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased, 
and said unto him, Hearest thou what these say ? And 
m Pi. viii. 8. Jesus saith unto them. Yea ; have ye never read, Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise ? ^7 And he left them, and went out of the city 

njohnxi.i8. “ Bcthany ; and he lodged there, in the 

^ render, the doves. ^ read, are making. 

8 render, that Were crying. 

wish. Luke has the Icing that cometh** these instead of the lambs for a trespass- 
John the king of Israel that comethP offering, Lev. v. 7 ; also for the purifica- 
12.] Compare the notes on John ii. tion of women, Lev. xii. 8 : Luke ii. 24. 
13 — 18. ITie cleansing related in our text 13.] Stier remarks that the verse 

is totally distinct from that related there, quoted from Jeremiah is in connexion with 
It is impossible to suppose that St. Matthew the charge of murder, and the shedding of 
or St. John, or any one but moderately innocent Hood (see Jer. vii. 6). On 
acquainted with the events which he under- the intention of this act of our Lord, see 
to^ to relate, should have made such a notes on John ii. 15. It was a purely 
gross error in chronology, as must be laid Messianic act ; see Mai. iii. 1 — 3. 
to the charge of one or other of them, if 15, 16.] The circumstance that the children 
these two occurrences were the same. I were crying ‘Hosanna to the Son of 
rather view the omission of the first in the David * in the temple, seems to me to fix 
sjrnoptic accounts as in remarkable con- this event, as above, on the day^ of the 
sistency with what we otherwise gather triumphal entry. Psalm viii. is fre- 

from the three Gospels — that their nar- miently cited in the N. T. of Christ : see 1 
rative is exclusively Qalilcean (with one Cor. xv. 27 : Heb. ii. 6 : Eph. i. 22. In 
exception, Luke iv. 44 in our text), until understanding such citations as this, and 
this last journey to Jerusalem, and conse- that in ver. 4, we must bear in mind the 
quently the first cleansing is passed over important truth, that the external fulfil- 
by them. On the difference from Mark, ment of a prophecy is often itself only a 
see note on ver. 1. Both comings of type and representation of that inner and 
Jehovah to His temple were partial fulfil- deeper sense of the prophecy which belongs 
ments of Mai. iii. 1 — 3, — which shall not to the spiritual dealings of God. 
receive its final accomplishment till His 17.] If this is to be literally understood of 
great and decisive visit at the latter day. the village (and not of a district round it. 
The temple here spoken of was the court including part of the Mount of Olives ; 
of the Gentiles. We have no traces see Luke xxi. 37), this will be the second 

of this marked in the 0. T. It appears to night spent at jJethany. I would rather 
have first arisen after the captivity, when of the two understand it literally, and that 
many would come from foreign lands to the spending the nights on the Mount of 
Jerusalem. This would also account for Olives did not begin till the next night, 
the money -chargers, as it was unlawful (Tuesday). 

(from Exod. XXX. 13) to bring foreign 18—22.] The ctjesb op the baebeh 
money for the offering of atonement. pig-teee. Mark xi. 12 — 14, 20 — 26, where 

doves] the poor were allowed to offer see notes. St. Luke omits the incident. 
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morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. And 
when he saw ^ a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and 
found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it. 

Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And 
presently the fig tree withered away. 20 when the 
disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the 
fig tree withered away ! 21 Jesus answered and said unto 

them. Verily I say unto you, °If ye have faith, and ^ doubt 
not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, 

^but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou re- 
moved, and be thou cast into the sea ; it shall be done. 

And '^all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- o 

lieving, ye shall receive. ijohniu!®* 

And when he was come into the temple, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he 
was teaching, and ® said. By what authority doest thou « 
these things ? and who gave thee this authority ? And 

^ render, one. 


The cursing of the fig-tree had in 
fact taken place on the day before, and 
tlie withering of it was now noticed. St. 
Mark separates the two accounts, which 
are here given together. We must re- 
member that this miracle was wholly 
typical and parabolical. The fig-tree was 
THE Jewish people— full of the leaves of 
an useless profession, but without fruit : — 
and further, all hypocrites of every kind, 
in every age. It is true, as De Wette ob- 
serves, that no trace of a parabolic mean- 
ing appears in the narrative (and yet 
strangely enough, he himself a few lines 
after, denying the truth of the miracle, 
accounts for the narrative by supposing it 
to have arisen out of a parable spoken by 
our Lord) ; but neither does there in that 
of the driving out the buyers and sellers 
from the temple, and in those of many 
other actions which we know to have been 
symbolic. 19.] one fig tree, i. e. a soli- 
tary fig-tree. It was the practice to plant 
fig-trees by the road-side, because it was 
thought that the dust, by absorbing the 
exuding sap, was conducive to the pro- 
duction of the fruit. 21, 22.] This 

assurance has occurred before in ch. xvii. 20. 
That truest and highest faith, which implies 
a mind and will perfectly in unison with that 
of God, can, even in its least degree, have 
been in Him only who spoke these words. 
And by it, and its elevating power over the 
functions and laws of inferior natures, we 
may reverently believe that His most 
VOL. I. 


notable miracles were wrought. It is ob- 
servable, that such a state of mind en- 
tirely precludes the idea of an arbitrary 
exercise of power — none such can there- 
fore be intended in our Lord’s assertion — 
but we must understand, — “ if expedient.’^ 
Though we cannot reach this faith in its 
fulness, yet every approach to it (ver. 21) 
shall be endued with some of its wonder- 
ful power, — in obtaining requests from 
God. See the remarkable and important 
addition in Mark xi. 25, 26. 

23 — 32.] Mark xi. 27 — 33. Luke xx. 
1 — 8. Our Lord’s authority ques- 
tioned. His reply. Now commences 
that series of parables, and discourses of 
our Lord with his enemies, in which He 
developes more completely than ever be- 
fore his hostility to their hypocrisy and 
iniquity: — and so they are stirred up to 
compass His death. 23. the chief 

priests and the elders of the people] 
St. Mark and St. Luke add the scribes, and 
so make up the members of the Sanhedrim. 
It was an official message, sent with a 
view to make our Saviour declare Himself 
to be a prophet sent from God — in which 
case the Sanhedrim had power to take 
cognizance of His proceedings, as of a pro- 
fessed Teacher. Thus the Sanhedrim sent 
a deputation to John on his appearing as a 
Teacher, John i. 19. The question was the 
result of a combination to destroy Jesus, 
Luke xix. 47, 48. They do not now ask^ 
as in John ii. 18, What sign shewest Thou 
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Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you 
one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you 
by what authority I do these things. The baptism of 
John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And 
they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, 
From heaven ; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then 
believe him ? ^6 if we shall say, Of men ; we fear the 

tch.ivi.s. people ; ‘for all hold John as a prophet. 27 And they an- 
swered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said 
unto them. Neither tell I you by what authority I do these 
things. But what think ye ? A certain man had two 
sons ; and he came to the first, and said, ^ Son, go work to 
day in my vineyard. Tie answered and said, I will not : 
but afterward he repented, and went. And he came to 
the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, 
I f/o], sir : and went not. Whether of &em twain 
did the will of his father? They say [^unto /lim], The 
first. Jesus saith unto them, ’^Verily I say unto you, 
That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of 

^ render y [My] child. 

not expressed in the original. ^ omit. 


unto uSy seeing thou doest these things ? 
for they had had many signs, which are 
now included in their “ these things** The 
second question is an expansion of tl»e first. 

25.] The baptism, meaning thereby 
the whole office and teaching^ of which the 
baptism was the central point and seal. 
If they had recognized the heavenly mis- 
sion of John, they must have also acknow- 
ledged the authority by which Jesus did 
these things, for John expressly declared 
that he was sent to testify of Him, and 
bore witness to having seen the Holy Spirit 
descend and rest upon Him. John i. 33, 
34. believe him, ‘ give credit to his 
words :* * for those words were testimonies 
to Me.* ■ 26.] These ‘ blind leaders of 

the blind* had so far made an insincere 
concession to the people’s persuasion, as to 
allow John to pass for a prophet ; but they 
shrunk from the reproof which was sure to 
follow their acknowledging it now. This 
consultation among themselves is related 
almost verbatim by the three Evangelists. 
The intelligence of it may have been 
originally derived from Nicodemus or Jo- 
seph of Arimathsea. The neither tell I 
yon of our Lord is an answer, not to their 
outward words, “ toe cannot tell** but to 
their inward thoughts, ** we will not tell.” 
28.] But what think ye 1 a formula 


of connexion— but doubtless here intended 
to help the questioners to the true answer 
of their difficulty about John’s baptism. 
The following parable (peculiar to Mat- 
thew) refers, under the image of the two 
sons, to two classes of persons, both sum- 
moned by the great Father to “ work in 
His vineyard” (see ch. xx. 1) ; both Jews, 
and of His family. The first answer the 
summons by a direct and open refusal — 
these are the open sinners, the publicans 
and harlots, who disobey God to His fa(;e. 
But afterwards, when better thoughts are 
suggested, they repent, and go. The second 
class receive the summons with a respect- 
ful assent (not unaccompanied with a self- 
exaltation and contrast to the other, im- 
plied in the emphatic I, lir) — having how- 
ever no intention of oljeying (there is no 
mention of a change of mind in this case) : 
but go not. These are fhe Scribes and 
Pharisees, with their shew of legal obedi- 
ence, who ‘‘said, and did not” (ch. xxiii. 
3). It will of course admit of wider ap- 
plications — to Jews and Heathens, or any 
similar pair of classes who may thus be 
compared. 31.] The go ... . before 
you may be taken either as declarative — 
go before you, in the matter of God’s 
arrangements, — or as assertive, of the mere 
matter of fact, are going before you. 1 
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God before you. For John came unto you in the way 
of rightebusness, and ye believed him not : ^ but the pub- v i.nke iii. u, 
licans and the harlots believed him : and ye, when ye had 
seen it, ^repented not afterward, that ye might believe 
him. 

33 Hear another parable : There was y a certain house- 
holder, ^ which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round w Ixxx. 0. 
about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, 
and let it out to husbandmen, and * * went into a far ^ '''''' 
country : 34 and when the time of the fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the husbandmen, ^ that they might 
receive ^-the fruits of it. *And the husbandmen took XX iv. 21: 
his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other servants more than the IctsVif.’S; 
first : and they did unto them likewise. 37 But last of all 

* ^render, did not even repent, 
y literally, a mail {w?ii.ch was) an householder. 

^ the original has only^ left the country. ^ or, his fruits. 

prefer this latter on account of the ex- couv^eythecontinued rejection of God^spro- 
planation following: — 'go before,' — w.o^ phets by the people of Israel, tiU at last 
entirely without hope for you, that you then/ rejected and killed^ ffis only Son, 

may follow, but not necessarily implying The householder planted a vineyard : i. e. 

your following. The door of mercy was ' selected it out of all His world, dcod fenced 

not yet shut for them : see John xii. 35; it in, and dug a receptacle for the juice 

Luke xxiii. 34. The idea of ‘shewing the (in the rock or ground, to keep it cool, 
way ' by being their example, is also in- into which it flowed from the press above, 
eluded. Tliere were publicans among the through a grated opening), and built a 
disciples, and probably repentant harlots tower (of recreation — or observation to 
among the women who followed the Lord, watch the crops).’ This exactly coincides 
32.] in the way of righteousness, with the state of the Jewish nation, under 
not only in the way of God’s command- covenant with God as His people. All 
ments, so often spoken of, but in the very these expressions are in Isaiah v. The 
path of ascetic purity which you so much letting out to husbandmen was probably 
approve ; yet perhaps it were better to let that kind of letting where the tenant 
the simpler sense here be the predominant pays his rent in kind, although the fruits 
one, and take righteousness for ‘ repent- may be understood of money. God began 
ance,’ as Noah is called a preacher of about 430 years after the Exodus to send 
righteousness (2 Pet. ii. 5) in similar cir- His prophets to the people of Israel, and 
cumstances. repent afterward are continued even till John the Baptist ; but 

words repeated from the parable (ver. 29), all was in vain ; they “ persecuted the 
and serving to fasten the application on prophets,” casting them out and putting 
the hearers. them to death. (See Neh. ix. 26 : Matt. 

33—46.] Parable of the vineyard xxiii. 31, 37: Heb. xi. 36—38.) The 
LET OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. Mark XU. different sendings must not be pressed; 
1 — 12 : Luke xx. 9 — 19. This parable is they probably imply the fulness and suf~ 
in intimate connexion with Isa. v. 1 AT., and Jiciency of warnings given, and set forth 
was certainly intended by our Lord as an the longsulfering of the Householder ; and 
express application of that passage to the the increasing rebellion of the husband- 
Jews of His time. Both St. Mark and St. men is shewn by their increasing ill-treat- 
Luke open it with a “ . . . ,” ment of the messengers. 37.] See 

as a fresh beginning, by our Lord, of a Luke ver. 13 : Mark ver. 6. Our Lord 
series of parables. St. Luke adds, that it sets forth His heavenly Father in human 
to the people. Its subject is, of wise deliberating, What shall I doV* 
L 2 
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he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence 
my son. ^8 when the husbandmen saw the son, they 
Meb.L'a. ^ among themselves, ^This is the heir; ^come, let us 

^rh:xxvi. 3 : kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. ®And they 
Shnxi 53. caught him, and cast him out of the vinevard, and slew 
® ActS n. him. ^ When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen ? They say 
imto him. He will miserably destroy those wicked men, 
^i? 7 fxvi 1 i.' ‘^and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, 
which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus 

^ or, within. 


(Luke) and “ it mwy he they will reverence 
him** to signify His gracious adoption, for 
man^s sake, of every means which may 
turn sinners to repentance. The difference 
here is fiilly made hetween the Son and all 
the other messengers ; see Mark, — “ having 
yet therefore one Son, his wellheloved . . :** 
and, as Stier remarks, this is the real and 
direct answer to the question in ver. 23. 
The Son appears here, not in his character 
of llcdeemer, but in that of a preacher — a 
messenger demanding the fruits of the 
vineyard. (See ch. iv. 17.) 38. This 

So Nicodemus, John iii. 2, “ we know 
that thou art a teacher come from Qod** 
even at the beginning of His ministry; 
how much more then after three years 
spent in His divine working. Tiie latent 
consciousness that Jesus was the Messiah, 
expressed in the prophecy of Caiaphas 
(John xi. 49 — 52; compare the Thou 
hast said of our ch. xxvi. 64), added no 
doubt to the guilt of the Jewish rulers 
in rejecting and crucifying Him, however 
this consciousness may have been accom- 
panied with ignorance of one kind or other 
in all of them, — see Acts iii. 17 and note. 

the heir] This the Son is in virtue 
of Sis human nature: see Heb. i. 1, 2. 

come, let us kill him] The very 
words of Gen. xxxvii. 20, where Joseph’s 
brethren express a similar resolution : and 
no doubt used by the Lord in reference to 
that history, so deeply typical of His re- 
jection and exaltation. Tliis resolution 
had actually been taken, see John xi. 53 : 
and that immediately after the manifesta- 
tion of His power as the Son of God 
in the raising of Lazarus, and also irame- 
diatdy after Caiaphas’s prophecy, 
let os seiEe] See John xi. 48. As far as 
this, the parable is History ; from this 
point, Prophecy. 39.] This is partly 
to be understood of our Lord being given 
up to the heathen to be judged ; but also 
literally, as related by all three Evan- 


gelists. See also John xix. 17, and Heb. 
xiii. 11, 12. In Mark the order is dif- 
ferent, “ they hilled him, and cast him out 
of the vineyard.** 40, 41.] See Isa. v. 
5. All means had been tried, and nothing 
but judgment was now left. Sj;. Mark and 
St. Luke omit the important words they 
say unto him, though St. Luke has given 
us the key to them, in telling us that the 
parable was spoken in the hearing of the 
people, who seem to have made the answer. 
Perhaps however the Pharisees may have 
made this answer, having missed, or pre- 
tended to miss, the sense of the parable ; 
but from the strong language used, I in- 
cline to the former view. Whichever said 
it, it was a self-condemnation, similar to 
that in ch. xxvii. 25 : the last form, as 
Nitzsch finely remarks (cited by Stier), 
of the divine warnings to men, ‘ when they 
themselves speak of the deeds which they 
are about to do, and pronounce judgment 
upon them.’ So striking, even up to the 
last moment, is the mysterious union of 
human free-will with divine foresight (see 
Acts ii. 23 : Gen. 1. 20), that after all other 
warnings frustrated, the conscience of the 
sinner himself interposes to save him 
from ruin. In the original tlie adverb 
rendered miserably ** is that belonging 
to the adjective rendered wicked.** This 
could hardly be given in a version in 
English : it may be represented by some 
such expression as, “ He will destroy 
them wretchedly, wretches as they are.** 
The which, applied to persons, is 
not equivalent to who ; it means, of a kiiid, 
who ; “ who ** would identify, “ which ** 
classifies. They do not specify who, but 
only of what sort, the new tenants will be. 
The clause is peculiar to Matthew. We 
may observe that our Lord here makes 
when the lord . . . cometh coincide with 
the destruction of Jerusalem, which is 
incontestably the overthrow of the wicked 
husbandmen. This passage forms therefore 
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saith unto tliem, ®Did ye never read in the scriptures, The ® 
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the kS ill?)! 
head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes ? ^ Therefore say I unto you, 

^T^e kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given fch.viii.i 2 . 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. ^ And 
^whosoever ^ shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, ^it wiU grind him to powder. jx!A im'. 

And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 
parables, they perceived that he spake of them. But 
when they sought to lay hands on him, Hhej feared the ^ 
multitude, because they took him for a prophet. Joimvii.4o. 

XXII. 1 And Jesus answered ^and spake unto them Hev.xix'^V, ' 
® render, hc that hath fallen. 


an important key to our LorcVs prophecies, 
and a decisiK^e justification for those who, 
like myself, firmly hold that the coming 
of the Lord is in many places to be iden- 
tified, primarily, with that overthrow. 

42.] A citation from the same 
Psalm of triumph from rohich the multi- 
tudes had taken their Hosannas. This 
verse is quoted with the same signification 
in Acts iv. 11 : 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7, where also 
the cognate passage Isa. xxviii. 16 is 
quoted, as in Rom. ix. 33. The builders 
answer to the husbandmen^ and the ad- 
dition is made in this changed similitude 
to shew them that thottgh they might reject 
and kill the Son, yet He would he vic- 
torious in the end. the head of the 
comer] The corner-stone binds together 
both walls of the building ; so Christ unites 
Jews and Gentiles in Himself. See the 
comparison beautifully followed into detail, 
Eph. ii. 20—22. On marvellous in 
our eyes, compare Acts iv. 13, 14. 

43.] Our Lord here returns to the parable, 
and more plainly than ever before an- 
nounces to them their rejection by God. 
The vineyard is now the kingdom of Ood. 
The nation here spoken of is not the Gen- 
tiles in general, but the Church of the truly 
faithful, — the “ holy nation, peculiar 
people” of 1 Pet. ii. 9 : see Acts xv. 14. 

44.] A reference to Isa. viii. 14, 15, 
and Dan. ii. 44, and a plain identification 
of the stone there mentioned with that in 
Ps. cxviii. The stone is the whole kingdom 
and power of the Messiah summed up in 
Himself. he that hath fallen .... 

he that takes offence, that makes it a stone 
of stumbling, (or perhaps, he that is super- 
imposed on it, as a stone in the building : 
but not so probably, as the breaking would 
want due interpretation,) shall be broken : 


see Luke ii. 34 : hut on whomsoever, as its 
enemy, it shall corns in vengeance, as pro- 
phesied in Daniel, it shall dash him in pieces. 
Meyer maintains that the meaning of the 
word is not this, but literally ‘ shall winnow 
him,* throw him ott* as chaC But the con- 
fusion thus occasioned in the parable is 
quite unnecessary. The result of win- 
nowing is complete separation and dash- 
ing away of the worthless part : and it 
is surely far better to understand this 
result as the work of the falling of the 
stone, than to apply the words to a part 
of the operation for which the falling 
of a stone is so singularly unsuited. 

45, 46.] All three Evangelists have this 
addition. St. Mark besides says “ and they 
left him and went their way,” answering 
to our eh. xxii. 22. Supposing St. Mark’s 
insertion of these words to be in the pre- 
cise place, we have the following parable 
spoken to the people and disciples: see 
below. 

Chap. XXII. 1—14.] Paeable op the 
MAEK iAGE OF THE King’b Son. Peculiar 
to Matthew. A parable resembling this 
in several particulars occurs in Luke xiv. 
15 — 24, yet we must not hastily set it 
down as the same. Many circumstances 
are entirely different : the locality and oc- 
casion of delivery difterent, and in both 
cases stated with precision. And the dif- 
ference in the stylo of the parables is cor- 
respondent to the two periods of their ut- 
terance. That in Luke is delivered earlier 
in our Lord’s ministry, when the enmity 
of the Pharisees had yet not fully mani- 
fested itself : the refusal of the guests is 
more courteous, their only i)enalty, exclu- 
sion ; — here they maltreat the servants, 
and are utterly destroyed. This binds 
the parable in close connexion with that 
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again by parables, and said, ^ The kingdom of heaven ^ is 
like unto ® a certain king, which made a ^ marriage for his 
son, 3 and sent forth his servants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding : and they would not come. Again, 
he sent forth other servants, saying. Tell them which are 
bProv.ix. 2 . Behold, I have prepared my & dinner : ^ my ^ oxen 

and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready : come 
unto the marriage. ^ But they made light of it, and went 
their ways, one to ^ his farm, another to his merchandise : 
® and the remnant took his servants, and entreated them 
spitefully, and slew them. 7 k ^(dien the king heard 

d literally, was likened. ® Uterally, a man {toMch a king. 

^ render, Wcdding-feast. N.B. This is not corrected in verses 4, 8, 9, 10 : 
hut it is in the original the same word throughout. 

? render, banquet : see note. ^ render, blllls. 
i render, his own. ^ read. But the king was wroth. 

of the \yickcd Imsbandmcn in the last and preached this same truth, with how- 
chapter, and with this period of our Lord’s ever the weighty addition of Come unto 
course. 2.] The householder of the Me. 4.] We now come to a diflerent 

former parable is tlie Kino here, wlio period of the Evangelic announcement, 
makes a marriage for his Son. The word Now, all is ready : ihe sacrifice, or the 

thus rendered is not always necessarily meat for the feast, is slain. We can 

‘ a marriage,’ but any great celebration, as hardly help connecting this with the de- 
accession to the throne, or coming of age, elaratioiis of our Lord in John vi. 51 — 59, 
&c. Here however the notion of a mar- and supposing that this second invitation 
riage is certainly included ; and the inter- is the preaching of the Apostles and Evan- 
pretation is, the great marriage sujgper gelists after the great sacrifice was offered. 
(Rev. xix. 9) of the Son of God : i. e. His That thus the slaying of the Lord is not 

full and complete union to His Bride the the doing of the invited, but is mentioned 

Church in glory : which would be to the as done for the Feast, is no real difficulty, 
guests the ultimate result of accepting the Both sides of the truth may be included 
invitation. See Eph. v. 25 — 27. The dif- in the jjaruhle, as they are in Acts ii. 23, 
ticulty, of the totality of the guests in this and indeed wherever it is set forth. The 
case constituting the Bride, may be les- discourse of Peter in that chapter is the 
sened by regarding the ceremony as an cxnnmo\\i^ivy ori all things are ready, 

enthronization, in which the people are come to the marriage. The meal desig- 
regarded as being es^K)used to their prince, nated is not that which we understand by 
On the whole imagery, compare Ps. xlv. dinner, but the meal at noon, with which 
3.] 'J’hese servants are not the pro- the course of marriage festivities began. 
pliets, not the same as the servants in This will give even greater ])reci8ion to 
ch. xxi. 34, as generidly interpreted the the meaning of the parable as applying to 
parable takes up its ground nearly from these preparatory foretastes of the great 
the conclusion of that former, and is alto- feast, which the Church of God now 
gether a Few Testament parable. The enjoys. As the former parable had an 
office of these servants was to those 0. T. foundation, so this: viz. Prov. ix. 

who had been invited, as was customary 1 ff. 6, 6.] Two classes are here 

(see Esth. v. 8 and vi. 14) j these being represented : the irreligious and careless 
the Jewish people, who had been before, people (notice his own farm, bringing out 
by their prophets and covenant, invited, the selfish spirit), and the rulers, who 
These first servants are then the first mes- persecuted and slew God*s messengers, 
sengers of the Gospel, — John the Bap- Stephen, — James the brother of John, 
tist, the Twelve, and the Seventy, — who James the Just, and doubtless other of the 
preached, saying ‘ The Kingdom of heaven Apostles, of whose end we have no certain 
is at hand.’ And even our Lord Himself account, perished by the hands or instiga- 
must in some sort be here included, inas- tiou of the Jews : they persecuted Paul 
much as He look the form of a servant, all thiough his life, and most probably 
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tJiereqf, he um wroth : and he sent forth “his armies, and “ 
de8tro5^ed* those murderers, and burned up their city. 

® Then saith he to his servants. The wedding is ready, but 
they which were bidden were not ‘‘worthy. » Go ye dch.i.n.is. 
th^efore into the ^highways, and as many as ye shall 
find, bid to the marriage, So those servants went out 
into the highways, and gathered ® together all as many as ech.xiii.ss, 
they found, both bad and good : and the wedding was 
furnished with guests. 

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw ^ coun. io, 
there a man ^ which had not on a wedding garment: and 


^ see note. 

0 

brought him to his death at last ; and the 
guilt of the death of the Lord abode upon 
them (ch. xxvii. 25). They repeatedly 
insulted and scourged the Apostles (sec 
Acts iv. 3 ; 18, 40). 7.] The oc- 

currence of this verse before the opening 
of the Feast to the Gentiles has perplexed 
some interpreters : but it is strictly exact : 
for although the Gos})el was preached to 
the Gentiles forty years before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, yet the iinal rejection of 
the Jews and the substitution of the Gen- 
tiles did not take jJace till that event. 

his armies] The Roman armies; 
a similar expression for the unconscious 
instruments of God^s anger is used Isa. 
X. 5 ; xiii. 5 ; Jer. xxv. 9 : Joel ii. 25. 
their city] no longer His, but their city. 
Coinpare your house, ch. xxiii. 38. This 
is a startling introduction of the interpre- 
tation into the parable ; we knew not 
before that they had a city. 8 — 10.] 

On not worthy, see Acts xiii. 46. were ; 
the past tense passes them by as done 
with. The highways here spoken of are 
the places of resort at the meetings of 
streets, the squares, or confluences of ways. 
De Wette and Meyer are wrong in saying 
that they are not in the city, ‘for that 
was destroyed it is not the city of the 
murderers, hut that in which the feast 
is supposed to he held, which is spoken of : 
not Jerusalem, but God's world, 
bad and good] Both the open sinners and 
the morally good together. See ch. xiii. 
47, where the net, collects of ecery kind, 
Stier remarks, that we might expect, 
from ch. xxi. 31, to find the guest who 
by and by is expelled, among the good. 
Here, so to speak, the first act of the para- 
ble closes ; and here is the situation of the 
Church at this day collected out of all 
the earth, and containing both bad and 
good. was filled is emphatic. 


^ render, filled. 

11 , 12 .] This second part of the parable is 
in direct reference to the word of pro- 
phecy, Zeph. i. 7, 8 : “ The Lord hath pre- 
pared a sacrifice, he hath hid his guests. 
And it shall come to pass in the day of the 
Lord^s sacrifice, that I will punish .... 
all such as are clothed with strange appa- 
reV* The coming of the King to see his 
guests is the final and separating Judg- 
ment of the Church, see ch. xxv. 19, — 
wdien that distinction shall be made, which 
God's ministers have no power nor right to 
make in adinis.sions into the visible Church. 
Y(‘t as Trench remarks (Parables, p. 207), 
this coming of the King is not exclusively 
the final one, but every trying and sifting 
judgment adumbrates it in some measure. 

With regard to the wedding gar- 
ment, we must not, I think, make too 
much of the usually cited Oriental custom 
of presenting the guests with such gar- 
ments at feasts. For (1) it is not distinctly 
])roved that such a custom existed; the 
passages usually quoted (Gen. xlv. 22 : 
Judges xiv. 12 : 2 Kings v. 22) are no- 
thing to the purpose; 2 Kings x. 22 
shews that the worshippers of Baal were 
provided with vestments, and at a feast : 
and at the present day those who are 
admitted to the presence of Royalty in the 
East are clothed with a caftan : but all 
this does not make good the assumption : 
and (2) even granting it, it is not to be 
pressed, as being manifestly not the salient 
point of this part of the parable. The 
guest was bound to provide himself with 
this projxjr habit, out of respect to the 
feast and its Author : how this was to be 
provided, does not here appear, but does 
elsewhere. The garment is the imputed 
and inherent righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus, put on symbolically in Baptism 
(Gal. hi. 27), and really by a true ^d 
living faith (ib. ver. 26), — without which 
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lie saith unto liim, Friend, how earnest thou in hither not 
having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 

Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 
jf ch.viii.i2. j-n away, an(f\ cast him ^ into outer dark- 

ness ; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teefeh. 
hch.xx.ie. 14 h Pqj. many are called, but few are chosen. 

13 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 
might entangle him in his talk, i^ And they sent out 
unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way 
of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man : for 
thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us there- 
fore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Caesar, or not? 13 But Jesus perceived their wick- 
edness, and said. Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
1^ Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto 
him a ^ penny, And he saith unto them. Whose is this 

“ omit. ® render, denarius. 


none can appear before God in His 
dom of Glory ; — Heb. xii. 14 : Phil. iii. 
7, 8 : Eph. iv. 24 : Col. iii. 10 : Rom. 
xiii. 14 : — which truth could not be put 
forward here, but at its subsequent mani- 
festation threw its great light over this 
and other such similitudes and expres- 
sions. This guest imagines his own gar- 
ment will be as acceptable, and therefore 
neglects to provide himself. See 1 John 
V. 10 : Isa. Ixiv. 6 ; Ixi. 10 : Rev. xix. 8. 

Friend] see note on ch. xx. 13. 

13, 14.] These servants {diaconoi, 
ministers) are not the same as the above, 
but the angels, see ch. xiii. 41, 49. The 
‘ binding of his feet and hands* has been 
interpreted of his being now in the night, 
in which no man can work ; but I doubt 
whether this be not too fanciful. Rather 
should we say, with Meyer, that it is to 
render his escape from the outer darkness 
impossible. In ver. 14 our Lord shews 
us that this guest, thus single in the 
parable, is, alas, to be the representative 
of a numerous class in the visible Church, 
who although sitting down as guests 
before His coming, have not on the wedding 
garment. 

15—82.] Reply concerning the 

LAWEXTLNESS OF TRIBUTE TO CAESAR. 

Mark xii. 13—17 : Luke xx. 20 — 26. On 
theSerodians, see above, ch. xvi. 6. By the 
union of these two hostile parties they per- 
haps thought that the ** spies'* or suborned 
persons" (Luke), who were to feign them- 


selves honest men, Luke xx. 20, would bo 
more likely to deceive our Lord. For this also 
is W\e\r flatterg here designed. ‘ The devil 
never lies so foully, as when he speaks the 
truth.* Meyer compares that other “we 
know that," John iii. 2. The application 
may have been as if to settle a dispute 
which had sprung up between the Pharisees, 
the strong theocratic repudiators of Ro- 
man rule, and the Herodians, the hangers- 
on of a dynasty created by Cffisar. In 
case the answer were negative, these last 
would be witnesses against Him to the 
governor (Luke xx. 20) ; as indeed they 
became, with false testimony, when they 
could not get true, Luke xxiii. 2 ; in case 
it were affirmative. He would be compro- 
mised with the Roman conquerors, and 
could not be the people’s Deliverer, their 
expected Messias ; which would funiish 
them with a pretext for stirring up the 
multitudes against Him (see Deut. xvii. 
15). 17.] The tribute here spoken of 

was a j)oll-tax, which had been levied since 
J udeea became a province of Rome. 

18 — 22.] Our Lord not only detects their 
plot, but answers their question; and in 
answering it, teaches fhera each a deep 
lesson. Tlie tribute money was a 
denarius : see on ch. xx. 2. It was a saying 
of the Rabbis, quoted by Lightfoot and Wet- 
stein, that ‘ wherever any king’s money is 
current, there that king is lord.’ The Lord’s 
answer convicts them, by the matter of fact 
that this money w’as current among them, 
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image and superscription ? They say unto him, Csosar^s. 

Then sailSi he unto them, * Render therefore unto Caesar ^ 
the things which are Caesar’s ; and unto God the things 
that are God’s. When they had heard these words, 
thfty marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 

The same day came to him the Sadducees, ^ which say k Acts xxiil. 8. 
P that there is no resurrection, and asked him, ^ 4 - saying, 

Master, ^ Moses said. If a man die, having no children, i dkut. xiv. 5. 
his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto 
his brother. Now there were with us seven brethren : 
and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, 
having no issue, left his wife unto his brother : like- 

wise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh. 

27 And last of all the woman died also. Therefore in 
the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven ? for 
they all had her. Jesus answered and said unto them, 

Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 
God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage, but are as [^the] angels of God 

P ready saying. ^ omit. 


of subjection to (Tiberius) Caesar, and re- 
cognition of that subjection : Pay there- 
fore, He says, the things which are Caesar's 
to Ceesar, and (not perhaps without refer- 
ence to the Herodians, but also with much 
deeper reference) the things that are God’s, 
to God. These weighty words, so much mis- 
understood, bind together, instead of sepa- 
rating, the political and religious duties of 
the followers of Christ. See Jer. xxvii. 
4 — 18 : Horn. xiii. 1 : 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14 : 
John xix. 11. The second clause compre- 
hends the first, and gives its true foundation : 
as if it had been, ‘ this obedience to Ccesar 
is but an application of the general principle 
of obedience to God, of Whom is all power.' 
Tlie latter clause thus reaches infinitely 
deeper than the former : just as our Lord 
in Luke x. 41, 42 declares a truth reaching 
far beyond the occasion of the meal. Man 
is the coinagey and hears the imagcy of 
God (Gen. i. 27) : and this image is not 
lost hy the fall (Gen. ix. 6 : Acts xvii. 29 : 
James iii. 9. See also notes on Luke xv. 
8, 9.) We owe then ourselves to God ; 
and this solemn duty is implied, of giving 
ourselves to Him, with all that we have 
and are. The answer also gives them the 
real reason why they were now under sub- 
jection to Casar : viz. because they had 
fallen from their allegiance to Ood. ‘The 
question was as if an adulterer were to 


ask, whether it were lawful for him to pay 
the penalty of his adultery.’ (Claudius, 
cited by Stier.) They had again and 
again rejected their theocratic inheritance ; 
— they refused it in the wilderness ; — they 
would not have God to reign over them, 
but a king; — therefore were they sub- 
jected to foreigners (see 2 Chron. xii. 8.) 

23—33.] Eeply to the Sadducees 
hespectino the besurkection. Mark 
xii. 18 — 27 : Luke xx. 27 — 40. From 
Acts xxiii. 8, the Sadducees denied resur- 
rection, angel, and spirit; consequently 
the immortality of the souly as well as 
the resurrection of the body. This should 
be borne in mind, as our Lord’s answer is 
directed against both errors. It is a mis- 
take into which many Commentators have 
fallen, to suppose that the Sadducees re- 
cognized only the Pentateuch : they ac- 
knowledged the prophets also, and rejected 
tradition only. 24. raise up seed] 

The firstborn son of such a marriage 
was reckoned and registered as the son 
of the deceased brother. 29, 80.] 

ye do not understand the Scriptures, 
which imply the resurrection (ver. 31), nor 
the power of God, before which all these 
obstacles vanish (ver. 30). See Acts xxvi. 
8 ; Rom. iv. 17 ; viii. 11 : 1 Cor. vi. 14. 

Our Lord also asserts here against 
them the existence of angelSy and reveals 
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in heaven. But as touching' the resurrection of the 
dead, have ye not read that which was spoken •unto you 
”'io^*Ti‘eb!x®: by God, saying, 32 m j Abraham, and the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ? God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living. And when the multitiide 
nch.vii. 28 . heard this, “ they were astonished at his doctrine. 

^ But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put 
. the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 

Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, and saying, 3G Master, which is 
the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto 
x.Y 2 ?ix%. bim, °Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the 
I,h7xix.y^' second is like unto it, p Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
Gall";*!!’ ®' thyself. ^OqOn these two commandments hang all the 
qch.vii.i 2 . law and the prophets. 

qq see note, 

to us the similarity of our future glorified thi.s coveuaut. It is an assertion which 
state to their present one. are as an- could not he made of an annihilated being 

gels of God in heaven] because the risen of the past. And notice? also, that Abra- 
will not he in heaveUy but on earth. The ham’s (&c.) body, having hiul ujx)n it the 
iZ<z 6 i»mic( 2 Zdeci 8 ion of a similar question was, seal of the covenant, is included in this, 
that a woman who had been the wife of Stier remarks that this is a weighty testi- 
two husbands on earth, is restored in the mony against the so-called ‘ sleep of the 
next life to the former of them. soul ’ in the intermediate state. Compare 

31 — 33.] Our Lord does not cite the strong “/or all live unto Him ” Luke xx. 38. 
testimonies of the Prophets, as Isa. xxvi. Thus the burden of the Law, ‘ I am the 
19 : Ezek. xxxvii. 1 — 14: Dan. xii. 2, but Loni) tht God,’ contains in it the seed of 
says, as in Luke (xx. 37), ‘ even Moses has immortality, and the hoj)e of the resur- 
shewn,’ &c., leaving those other witnesses roction. 

to be supplied. The books of Moses were 34—40.] Reply concerning the 
the great and ultimate appeal for all doc- great commandment. Mark xii. 28 — 
trine : and thus the assertion of the Resur- 34. In the more detailed acwnint of Mark 
rcction comes from the very source whence (Luke has a similar incident in another 
their difficulty had been constructed. On place, x. 25), this question does not appear 
the passage itself, and our Lord’s inter- as that of one maliciously tempting our 
pretation of it, much has been written. Lord : and his seems to me the view to be 
Certain it is, that our Lord brings out taken, — as there could not be any evil 
in this answer a depth of meaning in the consequences to our Lord, whichever way 
words, which without it w^e could not He had answered the question. See the 
discover. Meyer finely says, “ Our Lord notes there. 85. a lawyer] These 

here testifies of the conscious intent of were Mosaic jurists, whose special province 
God in speaking the words. Clod uttered was the interpretation of the Law. Scribe 
them, He tells us, to Moses, in the con- is a wider term, including them, 
flciousness of the still enduring existence of tempting] See above. 

Hispeculiar relation to Abraham, Isaac, and 36. which is the gpreat commandment] 
Jacob.” The groundwork of our Lord’s ar- This should more exactly be rendered, 
gument seems to me to be this : — the words which {what kind of a) commandment 
‘ I am thy God ’ imply a covenant ; there is great in the law I In Mark, other- 
is another side to them : “thou art Mine” wise. 40. the law and the prophets] 
follows upon “ I am thine.” Wlien God in the sense of ch. v. 17 ; vii. 12 : all the 
therefore declares that He is the God of details of God’s ancient revelation of His 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He declares will, by w^homsoever made. 
their continuance, as the other parties in 
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While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked thefli, saying, What think ye of ^ Christ ? whose 
son is he ? They say unto him, The son of David. Hq 
saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying, ^ ^ The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on ^ 
my right hand, till I » make thine enemies thy footstool ? If 
David then call him Lord, how is he his son ? ® And no sLuleitv.e. 

man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any 
man from that day forth ask him any more questions. 

XXIII. ^ Then spake J esus to the multitude, and to his 
disciples, ^ saying, ®The scribes and the Pharisees sit " 7. 

Moses’ seat : ^ all therefore whatsoever they bid you 
\f observe7\, observe and do ; but do not ye after their 

^ render y thc Christ ? 

® ready put thine enemies beneath thy feet ? ^ omit. 

41 — 46.] ^HE PiiAHiSEES HAEFLED BY Mattliew having arranged the scattered 
A QUESTION EEsrECTiNO CiiHiST AND sayings of the Lord into longer discourscs, 
David. Mark xii. 35 — 37. Luke xx. 41 — see Introduction to Matthew. A trace of 
44. [See also Acts ii. 34.] Our Lord this discourse is found in Mark xii. 38— 
now questions his adversaries (according 'lO : Luke xx. 45 — 47. In the latter place 
to Matt. : — in Mark and liuke He asks it is sj)oken to the disciples, in hearing 
the question not iOy hut concerning the of the crowd : which (see ver. 8 ff.) is the 
Scribes or interpreters of the law), and exact account of the matter. It bears 
again convicts them of ignorance of the many resemblances to the Sennon on the 
Scri])tures. From the universally re(‘og- Mount, and may be regarded as the so- 
nized title of the Messiah as the Son of lemn close, as that was the opening, of 
David, which by His question He elicits the Lord’s public teaching. It divides it- 
from them. He takes occasion to shew self naturally into three parts : (1) intro- 
them, who understood this title in a mere ductory description of the Scribes and 
worldly political sense, the difficulty arising l^harisces, and contrast to Christ’s dis- 
from David’s own rovertmee for this his ciples (vv. 1 — 12) : (2) solemn denuncia- 
Son : the solution lying in tlie incarnate tions of their hypocrisy (vv. 14 — 33) : (3) 
Godhead of the Christ, of which they were conclusion, and mournful farewell to the 
ignorant. 43. in spirit] i. e. by the temple and Jerusalem. 2.] Moses’ seat 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit : hy {in) is thc offi(;e of judge and lawgiver of the 
the Holy Mark. This is a weighty people: see Exod. ii. 13 — 25: Deut. xvii. 

declaration by our Lord of the inspiration i) — 13. Our Lord says, ‘In so far as the 
of the prophetic Scriptures. St. Mark (ver. Pharisees and Scribes enforce the law and 
37) adds to this “the common people preccjds of Moses, obey them : hut imitate 
heard him gladly.” Here then end the not their conduct.’ The verb ren- 

endeavours of His adversaries to entrap dered sit must not be pressed too strongly, 
Him by questions : they now betake them- as conveying blame, — ‘ have seated them- 
selves t(‘ other means. “ A new scene, as selves — it is merely stated here as a mat- 
it were, henceforth opens.” Hengel. ier of fact. Vv. 8, 10 however apply to 

Chap. XXIII. 1 — 39.] Denunciation their leadership as well as their faults; 
OP THE ScKiBES AND Phabisees. Pe- and declare that among Christians there 
culiar to Matthew. 1.] Much of the are to be none sitting on the seat of Christ, 
matter of this discourse is to be found in 3. all therefore] The therefore here 

Luke xi. and xiii. On its appearance there, is very significant : — because they sit on 
see the notes on those passages. There Moses’ seat : and this clears thc meaning, 
can, I think, be no doubt that it was deli- and shews it to be, ‘ all things which 
vered, as our Evangelist here relates it, they, as successors of Moses, out of his 
all at one time, and in these the last days law, command you, do ;’ there being a 
of our Lord’s ministry. On the notion distinction between their lawful teaching 
entertained by some recent critics, of St. as expounders of thc law, and their frivo- 



156 


ST. MATTHEW. 


XXIII. 


^ Jom.il. 17 , works: for ®they say, and do not. ^°For they bind 
oS"vY‘i 8® heavy burdens and grievous to be borne], and lay them 
on men’s shoulders ; but they themselves will not move 
dch.vi.1,2.5, them with one of their fingers. ^ But ‘^all their works 
® do for to be seen of men : ® they make broad tfieir 

Sov.^iii s. phylacteries, and enlarge ^the borders of their garments^ 
^ and love the uppermost 7 rooms at feasts, and the chief 
seats in the synagogues, 7 and greetings in the markets, 
^^«e? 2 Cor.i: aud to be called of men, Eabbi, Kabbi. ® ^But be not ye 
-4. 1 Pet. V. Eabbi : for one is your Master [* eren Christ] ; and 

all ye are brethren. ® And call no man your father upon 
the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 

a omitted in some ancient authorities. 


* literally, their hems. 

Ions traditions superadded thereto, and 
blamed below. 4.] The warning was, 
imitate them not — for they do not them- 
selves what they enjoin on others. And 
this verse must be strictly connected 
with ver. 3. The burdens then are 
not, as so often misinterpreted, human 
traditions and observances,* — but the 
severity of the law, which they enforce 
on others, but do not observe (see Rom. 
ii. 21 — 23) : answering to the weightier 
matters of the law of ver. 23. The 
irksomeness and unbearableness of these 
rites did not belong to the Law in itself, 
as rightly explained, hut were created by 
the rigour and ritualism of these men, who 
followed the letter and lost the spirit ; who 
spent all their labour in enforcing and am- 
plifying ceremonies. d — 7.] But wliat- 

ever they do perform, has but one motive. 

phylacteries, in the Hebrew, TephiU 
lin, were strips of parchment with certain 
passages of Scripture, viz, Exod, xiii. 11 — 
16 and 1 — 10 ; I)eut. xi. 13 — 21 ; vi. 4 — 9, 
written on them, and worn on the forehead 
between the eyes, on the left side next the 
heart, and on the left arm. The name in 
the text was given because they were con- 
sidered as charms. Tliey appear not to 
have been worn till after the captivity; 
and are still in use among the rabbinical 
Jews. Their use appears to have arisen 
from a superstitious interpretation of Exod. 
xiii. 9; Deut. vi. 8, 9. See Joseph. Antt. 
iv. 8. 13. The hems, or fringes, were com- 
manded to be worn for a memorial, Num. 
XV. 38. See note on ch. ix. 20. 

6, 7,] See Mark xvi. 38, 39: Luke xx. 
46, 47. On the uppermost place at 

feasts, see Luke xiv. 7. 8—10.] The 

prohibition is against loving, and in any 


y render, place. * omit, 

religious matter, using, such titles, signify- 
ing dominion over the faith of others. It 
must be understood in the spirit and not in 
the letter. Paul calls Timotheus his ^som* 
in the faith, 1 Tim. i. 2, and exhorts the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. xi. 1) to be followers 
of him as he of Christ. To understand 
and follow such commands in the slavery 
of the letter, is to fall into the very Pha- 
risaism against which our Lord is utter- 
ing the caution. See (e. g.) Banies^s note 
here. Eabbi: i. e. my master an 
expression used, and reduplicated as here, by 
scholars to their masters, who were never 
called by their own name by their scholars. 
So the Lord says, John xiii. 13, ye call 
me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for 
so I amP The Teacher is probably not 
Christ, as supplied here in the received 
text, but the Holy Spirit (see John xiv. 
26 : Jer. xxxi. 33, 34 : Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 
27), only not here named, because this 
promise was only given in private to the 
disciples. If this be so, we have God, in 
His Triunity, here declared to us as the 
only Father, Master, and Teacher of Chris- 
tians ; the only One, in all these relations, 
on whom they can rest or depend. They 
are all brethren : all substantially equal — 
none hy office or precedence nearer to Ood 
than another; none standing between his 
brother and Ood. ‘And the duty of all 
Christian teachers is to bring their hearers 
to the confession of the Samaritans in John 
iv. 42 ; ‘ “ Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying, for we have heard Him our- 
selves, and know that this is the Saviour 
of the worldy * 9.] Literally, name 

not any Father of yon on earth: no 
‘ Abba ' or ‘ Lapa * (see the account of the 
funeral of John Wesley, Coke and More’s 
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xnix. -.3. 
Luke xiv. 11: 
xviii.l4. 
JumeH iv. 6. 

1 Pet. V. 5. 


Neither be ye called ® masters : for one is your ^ Master^ 
even Chrii^. But ^he that is greatest among you shall 
be your ^servant, ^And whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased ; and he that shall humble himself shall be 
exalted. 

13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! 
for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven ^ against men : for 
ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in. ® [i^ TToe unto you, scribes and Tha- 
risees^ hypocrites! ^for ye devour widows^ houseSy and for i 2 ^Tiin.iiK 6 . 
pretence make long prayer : therefore ye shall receive the 
greater damnation 13 Woe unto you, scribes and Pha- 
risees, hypocrites ! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold 
more the ^ child of hell than yourselves, Woe unto you, 

^ ye blindi guides, which say, ^ Whosoever shall swear by k ch. x^v. i4. 
the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by 


* render, leaders. ^ render, leader. 

® render, ministering servant. 8ee note, 

^ literally, before men : i, e. in their faces, ® omit, 

^ render, SOn. 


Life, p. 441, and the opening of the Au- 
thor’s dedication of the hook). 11 .] 
It may serve to shew us how little the 
letter of a precept has to do with its true 
observance, if we reflect that he who of all 
the Heads of sects has most notably vio- 
lated this whole command, and caused 
others to do so, calls himself ‘ sertms ser- 
vorum Dei ’ servant of the servants of 
God”). — It must be noted (see margin) that 
the word here rendered “ servant ” in the 
A. V., is not that usually so translated 
(doulos), which properly means slave or 
bondsman : but diaconus, which is in the 
same version rendered minister in chap. xx. 
26. 12.] This often -repeated saying 

points here not only to the universal cha- 
racter of God’s dealings, but to the speedy 
humiliation of the lofty Pharisees ; and as 
such finds a most striking parallel in Ezek. 
xxi. 26, 27. 13.] In Luke xi. 52 it is 

added have taken away the key of 
knowledge ” — the Key being, not the Key 
(f, i.e. admitting to. Knowledge, but the 
Key which is the Knowledge itself, the true 
simple interpretation of Scripture, which 
would have admitted them, and caused 
them to admit others, into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, by the recognition of Him of whom 
the Scriptures testify; whereas now by 
their perverse interpretations they had shut 


out both themselves and others from it. 
See a notable instance of this latter in John 
ix. 24. They shut the door as it were in 
men’s faces who were entering. [On the 
interf)olated ver. 14, see notes on Mark 
(xii. 40). It is wanting in almost all the 
oldest authorities. It appears to have 
been inserted here by the copyists from 
Mark, as above, or from Luke xx. 47.] 
15.] And with all this betrayal of 
your trust as the teachers of Israel (.John 
iii. 10 literally), as if all your work at 
home were done. This was their work of 
supererogation — not commanded them, nor 
in the spirit of their law. The Lord speaks 
not here of those pious Godfearing men, 
who were found dwelling among the Jews, 
favouring and often attending their wor- 
ship — but of the proselytes of righteous- 
ness, so called, who by persuasion of the 
Pharisees, took on them the whole Jewish 
law and its observances. These were rare 
— and it was to the credit of our nature 
that they were. For what could such a 
proselyte, made by such teachers, become ? 
A disciple of hypocrisy merely — neither a 
sincere heathen nor a sincere J ew — doubly 
the child of hell : condemned by the reli- 
pon which he had left— condemned again 
by that which he had taken. 16 — 22.] 

The Jjord forbade all swearing to His own 
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the gold of the temple, he is a debtor. ^7 Ye fools, and 
m^Eiod.xix. blind: for ? whether is greater, the gold, or ' the temple 
that ^ sanGtifieth the gold ? And, Whosoever shall swear 
by the altar, it is nothing ; but whosoever ^ sweareth by 
the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools cind] 
nEiod.xxix. bHnd : for whether is greater, the gift, or the " altar that 
sanctifieth the gift ? 20 Whoso therefore ^ shall swear by 
the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21 
whoso ^ shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by 
bini that Ii^dwelleth therein. 23 And he that shall swear 
by heaven, sweareth by p the throne of God, and by him 
piS!^' that sitteth thereon. 23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pha- 
Act«vii. 49 . risees, hypocrites! for ye <>pa7j tithe a/* mint and anise and 
and ‘ihave omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone. 2^ Ye blind 
guides, which strain at a gnat, and ^swallow a camel. 
rMarkvii. 4 . 25 Woe uuto you, scrfbes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! ^for 

i, €. which of the two. ^ read, hath sanctified. 

^ render, shall SWear. ^ omiited in many ancient authorities. 

render, hath SWOm. ma7iy ancient authorities ready dwelt. 

® render, tithe {the verh), P render, straining OUt the. 

^ render, SWallowing the. 

disciples, ch. v. 34 ; and by the very same oath, but that all these things are called in 
reasoning — because every oath is really and to do so because of sanctity belonging to 
eventually an oath by God — shews these them, of which Qod is the primary source : 
Pharisees the validity and solemnity of — the order likewise of the things hal- 
every oath. This subterfuge became noto lowed, being, in their foolish estimate of 
rious at Rome. See citation in my Gr. Test, them, reversed : for the gold must be less 
The reading dwelt in ver. 21 is re- than the terwple ichich hallows it, and the 
markable ; God did not then dwell in the gift than the altar — not as if this were of 
Temple, nor liad He done so since the any real consequence, except to shew their 
Captivity. 23 , 24 .] It was doubtful, folly— for vv. 20—22, every oath is really 

whether Levit. xxvii. 30 applied to every an oath by God. But these men were ser- 
smallest garden herb: but the Pharisees, vants only of the temple (“j/oMr house, 
in their over -rigidity in externals, stretched ver. 38) and the altar, and had forgotten 
it to this, letting go the heavier, more dif- God. The straining the gnat, is not a mere 
ficult, and more important (see ver. 4) proverbial saying. ' The Jews (as do now” 
matters of the Law. In the threefold the Buddists in Ceylon and Hindostan) 
enumeration, our Lord refers to Micah vi. strained their wine, &c., carefully that 
8 (see also Hosea xii. 6)— where to do they might not violate Levit. xi. 20, 23,41, 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 42 (and, it might be added, Levit. xvii. 
with God, are described as being better 10—14). The “strain a gnat” incur 
than all offerings. these—these last, present auth. vers, for “ strain out a gnat ” 

are the great points on which your exer- of the earlier English vss., seems not to 
tions should have been spent — and then, if have been a mistake, as sometimes sup- 
for the sake of these they be observed, the posed, but a deliberate alteration, mean- 
others should not be neglected. The gold ing, “ strain [out the wine] at [the occur- 
here is probably not the ornamental gold, rence of] a gnat.” The camel is not only 
but the Corban— the sacred treasure. They opposed, as of immense size, but is also 
were fools and blind, not to know and see, joined with the other as being equally un- 
that no inanimate thing can witness an clean. 25 — 28 .] This woe is founded 
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ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, 
but withifi they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Xhou 
blind Pharisee, cleanse first ^ that which is within the cup 
and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 

27*Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites I- ® for 
ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, 
and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! because ye build the tombs of the 
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 
and say. If we had been in the days of our fathers, we 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of 
the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto your- 
selves, that *ye are the ^children of them which t t Acts vu. si. 

. 52. 1 Thess. 

the prophets. ^2 uEiH ye up then the measure of your 
fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye escape the * damnation of hell ? 

34^ w Wherefore behold I send unto you prophets, and wise w^h.xxi. 34 , 

^ render^ the inside of. ® render, SOnS. ^ render, murdered. 
render, also. ^ render, offspring. ^ render, judgment. 


not on a literally, but a typically denoted 
practice of the Pharisees. Our Lord, in 
the ever-deepening denunciation of His 
discourse, has now arrived at the delinea- 
tion of their tvhole character and practices 
by a parabolic similitude. are full of] 
The straining out of the gnat is a cleansing 
pertaining to the outside, as compared with 
the inner composition of the wine itself, of 
which the cup is full ; see Rev. xviii. 3. 
The exterior is not in reality pure when 
the interior is foul : it is not ‘ a clean cup,’ 
unless both exterior and interior be clean. 
Observe, the emphasis is on be : “ that its 
exterior also may not api>ear to be, but 
really become, pure.” 27.] The Jews 
used once a year (on the fifteenth of the 
month Adar) to whitewash the spots where 
graves were, that persons might not be 
liable to uncleanness by passing over them 
(see Num. xix. 16). This goes to the root 
of the mischief at once : your heart is not 
a temple of the living God, but a grave of 
pestilent corruption ; not a heaven, but a 
hell. And your religion is but the white- 
wash — hardly skin-deep.” 29 — 33.] 

The guilt resting on these present Pharisees, 
ftom being the last in a progressive series 
of generations of such hypocrites and per- 


secutors, forms the matter of the last Woe. 
The burden of this liypoerisy is, that they, 
being one with their fathers, treading in 
their steps, but vainly disavowing their 
deeds, were, by the very act of building 
the sepulchres of the prophets, joined with 
tlieir prophet -persecuting acts, convicting 
themselves of continuity with their fathers* 
wickedness. See, as clearly setting forth 
this view, Luke xi. ‘ Instead of the peni- 
tent confession, “We have sinned, we and 
our fathers,” this last and worst generation 
in vain protests against their participation 
in their fathers’ guilt, which they are mean- 
while developing to the utmost, and filling 
up its measure (Acts vii. 52).’ Stier. Again 
notice the emphasis, which is now markedly 
on sons ; thus bringing out that relation in 
all its fulness and consequences. 32.] 
Fill ye up also (as well as they) the measure 
(of iniquity) of your fathers. Ver. 33 
repeats almost verbatim the first denuncia- 
tion of the Baptist — in this, the last dis- 
course of the Lord : thus denoting the un- 
changed state of these men, on whom the 
whole preaching of repentance had now been 
expended. One weighty difference however 
there is : then it was, “ who hath warned 
you to flee ?” the wonder was, how they he- 
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men, and scribes: and ^some of them ye shall kill and 
y?h?‘x\® 7 . crucify; and ysome of them shall ye scourge in your 
zSv xviil synagogues, and persecute them from city to city : ^ that 

upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the 
* wohn‘iu.i 2 . earth, * from the blood of righteous Abel unto ^ the blood of 
xxiv. 2 o; 2 i. Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these 


thought themselves of escaping — now, how 
shall ye escape ? On serpents, see Rev. 
xii. 9. 84.] From the similar place in 

the former discourse (Luke xi. 49, see notes 
there) it would appear that the wherefore 
refers to the tohole last denunciation : — 
* since ye are bent upon filling up the iniqui- 
ties of your fathers, in God’s inscrutable pur- 
poses ye shall go on rejecting His messen- 
gers.’ Notice the difference between “ the 
wisdom of God ” in Luke xi. 49, and I, with 
its emphasis, here. These words are no- 
where written in Scripture, nor is it neces- 
sary to suppose that to be our Lord’s mean- 
ing. He speaks this as Head of His Church, 
of those whom He was about to send : see 
Acts xiii. 1 : 1 Cor. xii. 8 : Eph. iii. 5. He 
cannot, as some think, include Himself 
among those whom He sends — the Jews 
may have crucified many Christian teachers 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. And 
Eusebius relates from Hegesippus the cru- 
cifixion of Symeon son of Clopas, in the 
reign of Trajan. The and takes out the 
crucify the special, from iXio^'killf the 
gener^ ; with, of course, somewhat of em- 
phasis: yea, and even crucify** The 

prophets were the Apostles, who, in rela- 
tion to the Jews, were such — the wise 
men, Stephen and such like, men full of 
the Holy Ghost — the scribes, Apollos, Paul 
(who indeed was all of these together), and 
such. On scourge in your synagogues, 
see Acts v. 40; xxii. 19; xxvi. 11. 

36.] that, not *in such a way that* as 
some : but strictly in order that, 
righteous (or innocent) blood is a common 
expression in the 0. T. See 2 Kings xxi, 
16 ; xxiv. 4 : Jer. xxvi. 15 ; and more 
especially Lam. iv. 13, which perhaps our 
Lord referred to in speaking this, 
all the .... blood] Thus in Babylon, Rev. 
xviii. 24, is found the blood of all that 
were slain upon the earth. Every such 
signal judgment is the judgment for a 
series of long-crying crimes — and these 
judgments do not exhaust God’s anger, 
Isa. ix. 12, 17, 21. The murder of Abel 
was the first in the strife between un- 
righteousness and holiness, and as these 
Jews represent, in their conduct both in 
former times and now, the murderer of the 


first, they must bear the vengeance of the 
whole in God’s day of wrath. Who 

Zacharias son of Barachias is has been 
much disputed. We may conclude with 
certainty that it cannot be (as Augustine 
and Greswell suppose) a future Zacharias, 
mentioned by Josephus, as son of Baruch, 
and slain in the temple just before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem — for our Lord evi- 
dently speaks of an event past, and never 
prophesies in this manner elsewhere. Ori- 
gen has preserved a tradition, that Zacha- 
rias father of John the Baptist was slain 
by them in the temple ; but in the absence 
of all other authority, this must be sus- 
pected as having arisen from the difficulty 
of the allusion here. Most likely (see 
Lightfoot in loc., and note on Luke xi. 49) 
it is Zacharias the son of Jehoiada, who 
was killed there, 2 Chron. xxiv. 21, and of 
whose blood the Jews had a saying, that 
it never was washed away till the temple 
was burnt at the captivity. son of 
Barachias does not occur in Luke xi. 51, 
and perhaps was not uttered by the Lord 
Himself, but may have been inserted by 
mistake, as Zachariah the prophet was 
son of Barachiah, see Zech. i. 1. 
between the temple and the altar] He 
was killed in the priests* court, where the 
altar of bumt-offeririgs was. On ver. 36, 
see note on ch. xxiv. 34. It is no objec- 
tion to the interpretation there main- 
tained, that the whole period of the Jewish 
course of crime is not filled up by it : 
the death of Abel can by no explanation 
be brought within its limits or responsi- 
bility ; and our Lord’s saying reaches far 
deeper than a mere announcement of their 
responsibility for what they themselves had 
done. The Jews stood in the central point 
of God* s dealings with men ; and as they 
were the chosen for the election of grace, 
so, rejecting God and His messengers, 
they became, in an especial and awful 
manner, vessels of wrath. Our Lord 
mentions this last murder, not as being 
the last even before His own day, but 
because it was connected specially with 
the cry of the dying man, ‘ The Lord look 
upon it and require it* Compare Genesis 
iv. 10. This death of Zacharias was the 
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things shall come upon this generation. ^7 c q Jerusalem, cLukexiii.«4. 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, ^ and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered e ^eut. xxxii. 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
^uMer her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you. 

Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, ^ Blessed is ® 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

XXI Y. 1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the 
temple : and his disciples came to him for to shew him the 
buildings of the temple. ^ And y Jesus said unto them. 

See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, ^ There 

shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall Luke xix. 44. 

not be thrown down. 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 
^ y read, he answcred and said. 


last in the arrangement of the Hebrew 
Canon of the 0. T., though chronologically 
that of Urijah, Jcr. xxvi. 23, was later. 

37.] These words were before spoken 
by our Lord, Lukexiii. 34; see notes there, 
and compare ch. xxiv. 28. ye would 
not] See Isa. xxviii. 12; xxx. 15. The 
tears of our Lord over the perverseness 
of Jerusalem are witnesses of the freedom 
of man's will to resist the grace of 
Ood. how often would I have 

gathered must be understood of all the 
messages of repentance and mercy sent by 
the prophets, for our Lord’s words em- 
brace the whole time comprised in the 
historic survey of ver. 35, as well as His 
own ministry. On the similitude, see 
Deut. xxxii. 11: Ps. xvii. 8; xxxvi. 7; 
Ivii. 1 ; Ixi. 4 : Isa. xxxi. 5 : Mai. iv. 2. 

38, 39.] This is our Lord’s last and 
solemn departure from the temple — the 
true “ Let us dej)art hence.” your 
house— no more God's, but your house 
— said primarily of the temple, — then of 
Jerusalem, — and then of the whole land in 
which ye dwell. Ye shall not see me — 
He did not shew Himself to all the people 
after His resurrection, but only to chosen 
witnesses. Acts x. 41. till ye shall 
say] until that day, the subject of all 
prophecy, when your repentant people shall 
turn with true and loyal Hosannas and 
blessings to greet ‘ Him whom they have 
pierced:’ see Deut. iv. 30, 31: Hosea ui. 
4, 5: Zech. xii. 10; xiv. 8—11. Stier 
well remarks, ‘ He who reads not this in the 
prophets, reads not yet the prophets aright.’ 
Chap. XXIV. 1—61.] Peophecy op 
VoL. I. 


His coming, and of the times op the 
END. Mark xiii. 1 — 37. Luke xxi. 5 — 36. 
Matt, omits the incident of the widow’s 
mite, Mark xii. 41 — 44. Luke xxi. 1 — 4. 

1, 2.] 8t. Mark expresses their re- 
marks on the buildings ; see note there : — 
they were pr(4bably occasioned by ver. 38 
of the last chapter. Josephus writes, 
“CfBsar gave orders to pull down the 
whole city and the temple .... and all 
the area of the city was so levelled by the 
workmen, that a traveller would never 
believe that it had ])een inhabitetl.” 

3.] From Mark we learn, that it was Peter 
and James and John and Andrew who 
asked this question. With regard to the 
question itself, we must, 1 think, be care- 
ful not to press the clauses of it too much, 
so as to make them bear separate meanings 
corresponding to the arrangements of our 
Lord’s discourse. As expressed in the 
other Evangelists, the question was con- 
cerning the time, and the sign, of these 
things happening, viz. the overthrow of 
the temple and desolation of Judma, with 
which, in the then idea of the Apostles, 
our Lord’s coming and the end of the 
world were connected. Against this mis- 
take He warns them, vv. 6, 14, — Luke 
ver. 24, — and also in the two first parables 
in our ch. xxv. For the understand- 

ing of this necessarily difficult })rophetic 
discourse, it must be borne in mind that 
the whole is spoken in the pre^iant lan- 
guage of prophecy, in which various fulfil- 
ments are involved. (1) The view of the 
Jewish Church and its fortunes, as repre- 
senting the Christian Church and its his- 
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came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these 
things be ? and what shall be the sign of thy coining, and 
of the end of the world ? ^ And Jesus answered and said 

^jeTlxiv.uf' unto them, ^Take heed that no man deceive you. ^ ®For 
^ver.k ’ ‘ many shall come in my name, saying, I am ^ Chrid ; ^ and 
shall deceive many. ®And ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars : see that ye be not troubled : for all these 
e 2 Chron^xv.^ things must comc to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 Por 
zeci'iivns. nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against king- 
s' render, the Christ. 


tory, is one key to the interpretation of 
this chapter. Two parallel inier- 

pretations run through the former part as 
far as ver. 28 ; the destruction of J erusa- 
lem and the tiiial judgment being both 
enwrapped in the words, but the former, 
in this part of the chapter, predominating. 
Even in this part, however, we cannot tell 
how applicable the warnings given may 
be to the events of the la^t times, in which 
apparently Jerusalem is again to play so 
distinguished a part. From ver> 28, the 
lesser subject begins to be swallowed up 
by the greater, and our Lord’s second 
coming to be the predominant theme, with 
however certain hints thrown back as it 
were at the event which was immediately 
in question: till, in the latter part of the 
chapter and the whole of the next, the 
second advent, and, at last, the final judg- 
ment ensuing on it, are the subjects. 
(2) Another weighty matter for the under- 
standing of this prophecy is, that (see 
Mark xiii. 32) any ol)scurity or conceal- 
ment concerning the time of the Lord’s 
second coming, must be attributed to the 
right cause, which we know from His own 
mouth to be, that the divine Speaker 
Himself, in His humiliation, did not know 
the day nor the hour. All that He had 
heard of the Father, He made known unto 
His disciples (John xv. 15) : but that which 
the Father kept in His own power (Acts 
i. 7), He did not in His abased humanity 
know. He told them the attendant cir- 
cumstances of His coming ; He gave them 
enough to guard them from error in sup- 
posing the day to be close at hand, and 
from carelessness in not expecting it as 
near. Regarding Scripture prophecy as I 
do as a v^ole, and the same great process 
of events to be denoted by it all, it will be 
but waste labour to be continually at issue, 
in the notes of this and the succeeding 
chapter, with those who hold that the 
Q-ospel prophecies are inconsistent, in 
their description of the end, with those 
cfiter the Ascension, and those again with 


the millennial ones of the Apocalypse. 
How untenable this view is, 1 hope the 
following notes will shew; but to be con- 
tinually meeting it, is the office of polemic, 
not of exegetic theology. 4, 5.] Our 
liord does not answer the when, but by 
admonitions not to be deceived. See a 
question similarly answered, Luke xiii. 23, 
24*. For many . • • ] 'I'lds was the 
first danger awaiting them : not of being 
drawn away from Christ, but of imagining 
that these persons were Himself. Of such 
persons, before the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, we have no distinct record; doubtless 
there were such : but (see above) I believe 
the prophecy and warning to have a fur- 
ther reference to the latter times, in which 
its complete fulfilment must be looked for. 
'J'he persons usually cited as fulfilling this 
(Theudas, Simon Magus, Barchochab, &c.) 
are all too early or too late, and not cor- 
respondent to the condition, in My name, 
‘with My name as the ground of their 
pretences.’ See G reswell on the Parables, v. 
380 note. St. Luke gives an addition (ver. 
8) to the speech of the false Christs, “ and 
the time is at handf^ 6 — 8.] wars 

and rumours of wars there certainly were 
during this period ; but the prophecy must 
be interpreted rather of those of which the 
Hebrew Christians would be most likely 
to hear as a cause of terror. Such un- 
doubtedly were the three threats of war 
against the Jews by Caligula, Claudius, 
and Nero; of the first of which Josephus 
says, “that it would have brought exter- 
mination to the Jewish nation, had it not 
been for Caligula’s death.” Luke couples 
with wars commotions f — and to this 
nation against nation seems also to point. 
Tliere were serious disturbances, — (1) at 
Alexandria, which gave rise to the com- 
plaint against and deposition of Flaccus, 
and Philo’s work against him (a.d. 38), in 
which the Jews as a nation were the 
especial objects of persecution ; (2) at 
Seleucia about the same time, in which 
more than 50,000 Jews were killed ; (3) 
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dom : and there shall be famines {^and pesUlence&\, andf'?-* '?- 
earthquafies, in divers places. ^ All these are the beginning 
of ^ sorrows. ^ ^ Then shall they deliver you up to be 
afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all^Jf-'^i'^/ 
nations for my name’s sake. And then shall many ^be aTim^.is: 
offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one ^ 
another. ^ And many false prophets shall rise, and ^ shall i i^Tim. 


at Jamnia, a city on the coast of Judaea 
near Joppa. Many other such national 
tumults are recorded by Josephus. In 
one place he calls the sedition a preface of 
the siege. famine, and pestilence^ which 
is coupled to it in Luke, are usual com- 
panions. With regard to the first, Gres- 
well shews that the famine prophesied of 
in the Acts (xi. 28) happened in the ninth 
of Claudius,^ a.d. 49. It wiis great at 
Home, — and therefore probably Egypt and 
Africa, on which the Romans depended so 
much for supplies, were themselves much 
affected by it. Suetonius speaks of con- 
tinual droughts; and Tacitus of dearth 
of crops, and thence famine, about the 
same time. There was a famine in Judaea 
in the reign of Claudius (the true date of 
which however Mr. Greswell believes to be 
the third of Nero), mentioned by Josephus. 
And as to pestilences, though their occur- 
rence might, as above, be inferred from 
the other, we have distinct accounts of a 
pestilence at Rome (a.d. 65) in Suetonius 
and Tacitus, which in a single autumn 
carried off 30,000 ])erson8 at Rome. But 
such matters as these are not often related 
by historians, unless of more than usual 
severity. earthquakes] The principal 
earthquakes occurring between this jwo- 
phecy and the destruction of Jerusalem 
were, (1) a great earthquake in Crete, 
A.D. 46 or 47 j (2) one at Rome on the 
day when Nero assumed the manly toga, 
A.D. 51 ; (3) one at Apamaja in Phrygia, 
mentioned by Tacitus, a.d. 53 ; (4) one at 
Laodicea in Phrygia, a.d. 60 j (5) one in 
Campania. Seneca, in the year a.d. 68, 
writes : — ‘‘ How often have cities of Asia 
and Achsea fallen with one fatal shock ! 
how many cities have been swallowed up 
in Syria, how many in Macedonia ! How 
often has Cyprus been wasted by this 
calamity ! how often has Paphos become 
a ruin! News have often been brought 
us of the demolition of whole cities at 
once.*' The prophecy, mentioning in 
diners places (place for place, — i. e. here 
and there, each in its particular locality ; 
as we say, “ up and down ^9' seem 


to imply that the earthquakes should be in 
Judaea or Jerusalem. We have an account 
of one in Jerusalem, in Josephus, which 
Mr. Greswell (as above) places about Nov. 
A.D. 67. On the additions in Luke xxi. 
11, see notes there; and on this whole 
passage see the prophecies in 2 Chron. xv. 
5 — 7, and Jer. li. 45, 46. the begin- 
ning of sorrows (literally of birth -pangs)] 
in reference to the regeneration' (ch. xix. 
28), which is to precede the consummation 
of this age. So Paul in Rom. viii. 22, the 
whole creation . . . travaileth together until 
now. The death -tliroes of the Jewish state 
precede the ^ regeneration ' of the universal 
Christian Church, as the death -throes of 
this world the new heavens and new eartli. 

9 — 13.] Then, at this time,— during 
this period, not ‘after these things have 
happened.’ These words s(‘rve only defi- 
nitely to fix the time of the indefinite 
then, here and in ver. 10. The then in 
ver. 14 is, from the construction of the 
sentence, more definite. For kill you, 
Luke has some of you shall they cause to 
he put to death, viz. the Apostles. This 
sign was early given. James the brother 
of John was put to death, A.D. 44 ; Peter 
and Paul (traditionally) and James the 
Lord*s brother, before the destruction of 
Jerusalem : and possibly others. ye 

shall be hated] See Acts xxviii. 22. Taci- 
tus says that Nero, for the conflagration 
of Rome, persecuted the Christians, ‘ a race 
of men detested for their crimes also see 
1 Pet. ii. 12; iii. 16; iv. 14 — 16. In 

chap. x. 22, from which these verses are 
repeated, we have only “ of all” (men) — 
here nations is added, giving particularity 
to the prophecy. 10.] See 2 Tim. iv. 
16, and the repeated warnings against 
apostasy in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The persons spoken of in this verse are 
Christians. Tacitus says, that the first 
apprehended by Nero confessed, and then 
a great multitude were apprehended by 
their information, xv. 44-. On offended, 
see note, ch. xi. 6. On hate one 
another, compare the deadly hatred borne 
to St. Paul and his w^ork by the Judaizers, 

2 
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deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the 
^ Heb 5 if.’6,i4. love of ^many shall wax cold. k ^Jiat ^ slrnll endure 

ic|?w.*28V’' unto the end, the same shall be saved, And this ^ gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of de- 
solation, spoken of by “Daniel the prophet, ^ stand in the 


render, hath abounded. 

^ render, hath endured. 

In the Apocryphal works called the Cle- 
mentines, which follow teaching similar to 
that of the factions adverse to Paul in the 
Corinthian Church, he is hinted at under 
the name “ the enemy** (See Stanley, 
Essays on Apostolic Age, p. 877.) These 
Judaizing teachers, among others, are 
meant by the false prophets, as also that 
plentifuT crop of heretical teachers which 
sprang up every where with the good seed 
of the Gospel when first sown. See espe- 
cially Acts XX. 30: Gal. i. 7 — 9: Kom. 
xvi. 17, 18 : Col. ii. 17 — end : 1 Tim. i. 
6, 7, 20 j vi. 3—5, 20, 21 : 2 Tim. ii. 18 ; 
iii. 6 — 8 : 2 Pet. ii. (and Jude) : 1 John 

11. 18, 22, 23, 26 ; iv. 1, 3 : 2 John 7 : 
false apostles, 2 Cor. xi. 13. 

12 . ] It is against this iniquity especially 
that James, in his Epistle, and Jude, in 
more than the outward sense the brother 
of James, were called on to protest, — the 
mixture of heathen licentiousness with the 
profession of Christianity. But perhaps 
we ought to have regard to the past tense 
of the verb in the original, and interpret, 

‘ because the iniquity is filled up,' on ac- 
count of the horrible state of morality 
(parallel to that described by Thucydides, 
as prevailing in Greece, which had de- 
stroyed all mutual confidence), the love 
and mutual trust of the generality of 
Christians shall grow cold. of 

the many, — thus we have, ch. xxv. 5, 
'*they all slumbered and slept** Even 
the Church itself is leavened by the dis- 
trust of the evil days. See 2 Thess. ii. 3. 

13 .] primary meaning of this 
seems to be, that whosoever remained faith- 
ful till the destruction of Jerusalem, should 
be preserved from it. No Christian, that 
we know of, perished in the siege or after 
it : see below. But it has ulterior mean- 
ings, according to which the end will sig- 
nify, to an individual, the day of his death 
(see Rev. ii. 10), — his martyrdom, as in the 
case of some of those here addressed, — to 
the Cliurch, endurance in the faith to the 
end of all things. See Luke xxi. 19, and 
note. 14 .] We here again have the 


® render, tbe many ; e. most men. 

® render, standing. 

pregnant meaning of prophecy. The Gos- 
pel had been preached through the whole 
Roman world, and every nation had re- 
ceived its testimony, before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem : see Col. i. 6, 23 : 2 Tim. 
iv. 17. This was necessary not only as re- 
garded the Gentiles, but to give to God's 
people the Jews, who were scattered among 
all these nations, the opportunity of re- 
ceiving or rejecting the preaching of 
Christ. But in the wider sense, the words 
imply that the Gospel shall be preached in 
all the world, literally taken, before the 
great and final end come. The apostasy of 
the latter days, and the universal disper- 
sion of missions, are the two great signs of 
the end drawing near. 16. the abomi- 
nation of desolation] The Greek words are 
the LXX rendering of the Hebrew of Dan. 
xii. 11. The similar expression in ch. xi. 
31, is rendered in the same manner by the 
LXX. To what exactly the words in 
Daniel apply, is not clear. Like other pro- 
phecies, it is probable that they are preg- 
nant with several interpretations, and are 
not yet entirely fulfilled. They were in- 
terpreted of Antiochus Epiphanes by the 
Alexandrine Jews; thus 1 Macc. i. 54 wo 
read they set up the abomination of de- 
solation upon the altar.** Josephus refers 
the prophecy to the desolation by the Ro- 
mans. The principal Commentators have 
supposed, that the eagles of the Roman 
legions are meant, which were an abomina- 
tion, inasmuch as they were idols wor- 
shipped by the soldiers. These, they say, 
stood in the holy place, or a holy place, 
when the Roman armies encamped round 
Jerusalem under Cestius Gallus first, a.d. 
66, then under Vespasian, a.d. 68, then 
lastly under Titus, a.d. 70. Of these the 
first is generally taken as the sign meant. 
Josephus relates, B. J. ii. 20. 1, that after 
Cestius was defeated, “ many of the prin- 
cipal Jews removed from the city, a^ from 
a sinking ship." But, without denying 
that this time was that of the sign being 
given, I believe that all such interpreta- 
tions of its meaning are wholly inapplica- 
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holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand :) then 
let them f^hich be in Judsoa flee into the mountains : ^7 let 
him which is on the housetop not come down to take ^any 
thing out of his house : neither let him which is in the 

field return back to take his clothes. fir And ° woe unto oLukexxiii. 
them that are with child, and to them that give suck in 
those days ! But pray ye that your flight be not in the 


^ read^ the things. 

Lie. The error has mainly arisen from 
supposing that the parallel warning of St. 
Luke (ver. 20), “ When ye see Jerusalem 
encompassed with armies, then her desola- 
tion draweth nigh^^ is identical in meaning 
with our text and that of St. Mark. The 
two first evangelists, writing for .Tews, or 
as Jews, give the inner or domestic sign of 
the approaching calamity : which was to 
be seen in the temple, and was to be the 
abomination (always used of something 
caused by the Jews themselves, see 2 Kings 
xxi. 2 — 7: Ezek. v. 11; vii. 8, 9; viii. 
6 — 16) which should cause the desolation, 
— the last drop in the cup of iniquity. 
Luke, writing for Gentiles, gives the out- 
ward state of things corresponding to this 
inward sign. That the Roman eagles can- 
not he meant, is apparent : for the sign 
would thus he no sign, the Koman eagles 
having been seen on holy ground ybr many 
years past, and at the very moment when 
these words were uttered. Also holy place 
must mean the temple : see relf. 

Now in searching for some event which 
may have given such alarm to the Chris- 
tians, Josephus’s unconscious admission is 
important. The party of the Zelots, as we 
learn, had taken possession of the temple. 
In the next section he tells us that they 
chose one Phannius as their high priest, 
an ignorant and profane fellow, brought 
out of the field. I own that the above- 
cited passages strongly incline me to think 
that if not this very impiety, some similar 
one, about or a little before this time, was 
the sign spoken of by the Lord. In its 
place in Josephus, this very event seems to 
stand a little too late for our purpose (a.d. 
67, a year after the investment by Ces- 
tius) : but the narrative occurs in a de- 
scription of the atrocities of the Zelots, 
and without any fixed date, and they had 
been in possession of the temple from the 
very first. So that this or some similar 
abomination may have about this time 
filled up the cup of iniquity and given the 
sign to the Christians to depart. What- 
ever it was, it was a definite, well-marked 
event, for the flight was to be immediate, 


S render. But. 

on one day (see ver. 20), and universal 
from all parts of Judaea. Putting then St. 
Luke’s expression and the text together, I 
think that some internal desecration of 
the holy place by the Zelots coincided with 
the approach of Cestius, and thus, both 
from without and within, the Christians 
were w^arned to escape. See Luke xxi. 20. 

whoso readeth, let him understand] 
This I believe to have been an ecclesiastical 
note, which, like the doxology in ch. vi. 13, 
has found its way into the text. If the 
two first Gospels were published before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, such an admoni- 
tion would be very intelligible. The words 
may be part of our Lord’s discourse direct- 
ing attention to the prophecy of Daniel 
(see 2 Tim. ii. 7 : Dan. xii. 10) ; but this 
is not likely, especially as the reference to 
Daniel does not occur in Mark, where 
these words are also found. They cannot 
well be the words of the 'Evangelist, in- 
serted to bespeak attention, as this in the 
three first Gospels is wholly without ex- 
ample. 16 — 18.] The Christian Jews 

are said to have fled to Rella, a town de- 
scribed by Josephus as the northernmost 
boundary of Perma. Eusebius says they 
were directed thither by a certain prophetic 
intimation, which however cannot be this ; 
as Pella is not on the mountains, but be- 
yond them (but in order to reach it would 
not they have to fly exactly over [so literally 
here] the mountains ? See note on ch. 
xviii. 12) : — Epiphanius, that they were 
warned by an angel. 17.] A person 

might run on the flat-roofed houses in Je- 
rusalem from one part of the city to an- 
other, and to the city gates. Perhaps how- 
ever this is not meant, but that he should 
descend by the outer stall’s instead of the 
inner, which would lose time. 19, 20.] 
It will be most important that so sudden 
a flight should not be encumbered, by per- 
sonal hindrances, or by hindrances of ac- 
companiment, see 1 Cor. vii. 26 ; and that 
those things which are out of our power to 
arrange, should be propitious, — weather, 
and freedom from legal prohibition. The 
words neither on the sabbath day, are 
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pDan.ix: 20 ; wiiiter, neither on the sabbath day: for Pthen shall be 

Joel MT* 1 V ^ ^ 1 • • 

‘^•2- great tribulation, such as “ was not since the beginning oi 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except those days should be shortened, there should no 
^z^ch^'Iiv.^. saved : ‘^but for the elect’s sake those days shall 

be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, 
'vSVnl’^’ li^re is ^Christ, or there; believe it not. For there 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
“ 29 .‘'”Rom.~ great signs and wonders; insomuch that, ® if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, I 
have told you before. 20 Wherefore if they shall say unto 
you. Behold, he is in the desert ; go not forth : behold, he 

^ render, hath not been. ^ render, the Christ. 


peculiar to Matthew, and shew the strong 
Jewish tint which caused him alone to 
preserve such portions of our Lord’s say- 
ings. That they were not said as any 
sanction of observance of the Jewish Sab- 
bath, is most certain : hut merely as re- 
ferring to the positive impediments which 
might meet them on that day, the shut- 
ting of the gates of cities, &c., and their 
own scruples about travelling further than 
the ordinary Sabbath-day’s journey (about 
a mile English) ; for the Jewish Christians 
adhered to the law and customary observ- 
ances till the destruction of Jerusalem. 

21, 22.] In ver. 19 there is proba- 
bly also an allusion to the horrors of the 
siege, which is here taken up by the for. 
See Deut. xxviii. 49 — 57, which was lite- 
rally fulfilled in the case of Mary of Pe- 
rsea, related by Josephus. Our Lord 

still has in view the prophecy of Daniel 
(ch. xii. 1), and this citation clearly shews 
the intermediate fulfilment, by the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, of that which is 
yet future in its final fulfilment : for 
Daniel is speaking of the end of all things. 
Then only will these words be accomplished 
in their full sense : although Josephus (but 
he only in a figure of rhetoric) has ex- 
pressed himself in nearly the same lan- 
guage : “ All calamities from the beginning 
of time seem to me to shrink to nothing 
in comparison with those of the Jews.” 

22.] If God had not in his mercy 
shortened (by His decree) those days (« the 
days of vengeance Luke xxi. 22), the 
whole nation (in the ultimate fulfilment, 
allfiesh) would have perished; but for the 
sake of the chosen ones,— the believing,— 
or those who should believe,— or perhaps 
the preservation of the chosen race whom 
God hath not cast off. Bom. xi. 1,— they 
shall be shortened. It appears that be- 


sides the cvMing short in the Divine coun- 
sels, which must be hidden from us, vari- 
ous causes combined to shorten the siege. 
(1) Herod Agrippa had begun strengthen- 
ing the walls of .Terusalem in a way whicli 
if finished would have rendered them able 
to resist all human violence, but was 
stopped by orders from Claudius, a.d. 42 
or 43, Jos. Antt. xix. 7. 2. (2) llio Jews, 
being divided into factions among them- 
selves, had totally neglected any prepara- 
tions to stand a siege. (3) The magazines 
of corn and provision were burnt just be- 
fore the arrival of Titus ; the words of Jo- 
sephus are remarkable on this : Within 
a little all the corn was burnt, which would 
have lasted them many years of siege.” 
(4) Titus arrived suddenly, and the Jews 
voluntarily abandoned parts of the fortifica- 
tion (Jewish Wars, vi. 8. 4). (5) Titus him- 
self confessed, “ God has fought for us, and 
He it is who has deprived the Jews of these 
their fortifications : for what could human 
hands or engines do against these towers ?” 
Some such providential shortening of 
the great days of tribulation, and hasten- 
ing of God’s glorious Kingdom, is hero 
promised for the latter times. 23 — 26.] 

These verses have but a faint reference 
(though an unmistakeable one) to the time 
of the siege : their principal reference is 
to the latter days. In their first mean- 
ing, they would tend to correct the idea of 
the Christians that the Lord’s coming was 
to be simultaneous with the destruction of 
Jerusalem : and to guard them against 
the impostors who led people out into the 
wilderness (see Acts xxi. 38), or invited them 
to consult them privately, with the promise 
of deliverance. In their maiU view, they 
will preserve the Church firm in her wait- 
ing for Christ, through even the awful 
troubles of the latter days, unmoved by 
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is in the secret chambers ; believe it not. For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto 
the west ; so shall also] the coming of the Son of man 
be. 28 tFQj. wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. 

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days “ shall Amis v. io: 
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 

^ omit. 


enthusiasm or superstition, but seeing- and 
looking for Him who is invisible. On the 
signs and wonders^ see 2 Thess. ii. 9 — 12 : 
Deut. xiii. 1-3. 27, 28.] The coming 

of the Lord in the end, even as that in tlie 
type was, shall be a plain unmistakeable 
fact, understood of all ; — and like that 
also, sudden and all-pervading. But here 
again the full meaning of the words is oidy 
to be found in the final fulfilment of them. 
The lightnijig, lighting both ends of hea- 
ven at once, seen of all beneath it, can only 
find its full similitude in His Personal 
coming. Whom every eye shall see, Rev. i. 
7. 28.] The stress is on wheresoever 

and there, pointing out the universality. 
In the similar discourse, Luke xvii. 37, be- 
fore this saying, the disciples ask, ‘ Where, 
Lord V The answer is, — first, at Jeru- 
salem : where the corrupting body lies, 
thither shall the vultures (see below) gather 
themselves together, coming as they do 
from far on the scent of prey. Secondly, 
in its final fulfilment, — over the ivhole 
tvorld — for that is the carcase now, and 
the eagles the angels of vengeance. See 
Deut. xxviii. 49, which is probably here 
referred to ; also Hosea viii. 1 : Heb. i. 8. 
The interpretation which makes the car- 
case our Lord, and the eagles the elect, is 
quite beside the purpose. Neither is any 
allusion to the Roman eagles to be for a 
moment thought of. The birds meant by 
the original word are the vultures (vultur 
percnopterus, Linn.), usujdly reckoned by 
the ancients as belonging to the eagle kind. 

29. Immediately] All the difficulty 
which this word has been supposed to in- 
volve has arisen from confounding the 
partial fulfilment of the prophecy with its 
ultimate one. The important insertion in 
Luke (xxi. 23, 24) shews us that the tribu- 
lation includes wrath upon this people, 
which is yet being inflicted : and the tread- 
ing down of Jerusalem by the Gentiles, 
still going on (see note there) : and imme- 
diately after that tribulation which shall 
happen when the cup of Gentile iniquity is 
full, and when the Gospel shall have been 
preached in all the world for a witness, 
and rejected by the Gentiles, (in Luke, *Hhe 


times of the Gentiles befulfilled,”) shall the 
coming of the Lord Himself happen. On 
the indefiniteness of this assigned period 
in the prophecy, see note on ver. 3. (The 
expression in Mark is equally indicative of 
a considerable interval: those days, 

after that tribulation.”) The fact of His 
coming, and its attendant circumstances, 
being known to Him, but the exact time 
unknown, — He speaks without regard to the 
interval, which would be employed in His 
waiting till all things are put under His 
feet : see Rev. i. 1 ; xxii. 6 — 20. In 

what follows, from this verse, the Lord 
sj)caks mainly and directly of Kis great 
second coming. Traces there are (as e. g. 
in the literal meaning of ver. 34) of slight 
and indirect allusions to the destruction 
of Jerusalem; — as there were in the former 
part to the great events of ^vhich that is a 
foreshadowing : — but no direct mention. 
The contents of the rest of the chapter 
may be set Ibrth as follows : (ver. 29) 
signs which shall immediately precede 
(ver. 30) the coming of the Lord to judg~ 
ment, and (ver. 31) to bring salvation to 
His elect. The certainty of the event, 
and its intimate connexion with its pre- 
monitory signs (vv. 32, 33) ; the endur- 
ance (ver. 34) of the Jewish people till 
the end — even till Heaven and JSarth 
(ver. 35) pass away. But (ver. 36) of 
the day and hour none hnowelh. Its 
suddenness (vv. 37 — 39) and decisiveness 
(vv. 40, 41), — and exhortation (w. 42 — 
44) to be ready for it. A parable setting 
forth the blessedness of the watching, and 
miseiy of the neglectful servant (vv. 45 — 
end), and forming a point of transition to 
the parables in the next chapter, 
shall the sun he darkened] The darkening 
of the material lights of this world is used 
in prophecy as a type of the occurrence 
of trouble and danger in the fabric of 
human societies, Isa. v. 30 ; xiii. IQ ; 
xxxiv. 4: Jer. iv. 28: Dz^k. xxxii. 7, 8: 
Amos viii. 9, 10 : Micah iii. 6. But the 
tyjKi is not only in the trords of the pro- 
phecy, but also ill the events themselves. 
Such prophecies are to be understood lite- 
rally, and indeed without such understand- 
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light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
vDan.vii.is. heavcns shall be shaken : '"and then shall appear 

w zech. xii. 12. gjgj^ Qf gQj^ man in heaven : ^ and then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, ^and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
^ icon^xv'52. great glory. ^ And he shall send his angels with a great 
^ sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 32 ]^ow learn ^ a parable of the fig tree ; When his 


^ render, Voice. 

“ render, the parable from 
branch becometh tender. 

ing would lose their truth and significance. 
The physical signs shall happen (see Joel 
ii. 31 : Hagg. ii. 6, 21, compared with 
Heb. xii. 26, 27) as accompaniments and 
intensifications of the awful state of things 
which the description typifies. The Sun 
of this world and the church (Mai. iv. 2 : 
Luke i. 78 : John i, 9 : Eph. v. 14 ; 2 Pet. 
i. 19) is the Lord Jesus — the Light, is the 
Knowledge of Him. The moon — human 
knowledge and science, of which it is said 
(Ps. XXX vi. 9), ‘In thy light shall we see 
light reflected from, and drinking the 
beams of, the Light of Christ. The stars 
— see Dan. viii. 10 — are the leaders and 
teachers of the Church. The Knowledge 
of God shall be obscured — the Truth nigh 
put out — worldly wisdom darkened — the 
Church system demolished, and her teachers 
cast down. And all this in the midst of 
the fearful signs here (and in Luke, vv. 
25, 26, more at large) recounted ; not 
setting aside, but accompanying, their 
literal fulfilment. the powers of the 
heavens] not the stars, just mentioned ; 
— nor the angels, spoken of by and by, 
ver. 31 : but most probably the greater 
heavenly bodies, which rule the day and 
night, Gen. i. 16, and are there also dis- 
tinguished from the stars. See notes on 
2 Pet. iii. 10 — 12, where the stars seem 
to be included in the elements. Typically, 
the influences which rule human society, 
which make the political weather fair or 
foul, bright or dark; and encourage the 
fruits of peace, or inflict the blight and 
desolation of war. 30.] Tliis then, so 
emphatically placed and repeated, is a 
definite declaration of time, — not a mere 
sign of sequence or coincidence, as e. g. in 
ver. 23 ; — when these things shall have 
been somewhile filling men^s hearts with 
fear, — then shall &c. It is quite 

uncertain what the sign shall be : —plainly, 


the fig-tree: When now his 


not the Son of Man Himself, as some 
explain it (even Bengel, generally so valu- 
able in his explanations, says, '‘He Himself 
shall he the sign of Himself,^’ and quotes 
Luke ii. 12 as confirming thi^* view ; but 
there the swaddling clothes and the manger 
were the ‘sign,* not the Child), nor any 
outward marks on His body, as His 
wounds; for both these would confuse 
what the prophecy k(^eps distinct — the 
seeing of the sign of the Son of Man, 
and all tribes of the earth mourning, 
and afterwards seeing the Son of Man 
Himself. This is manifestly some sign in 
the Heavens, by which all shall know that 
the Son of Man is at hand. The Star of 
the Wise Men naturally occurs to our 
thoughts — but a star would not be a sign 
which all might read. On the whole 
1 think no sign completely answers the 
conditions, but that of the Cross : — and 
accordingly we find the Fathers mostly 
thus explaining the passage. But as our 
Lord Himself does not answer the question, 
“ What is the sign of thine appearing ? ** 
we may safely leave the matter. all 
the tribes of the earth] sec Zech. xii. 10 — 
14, where the mourning is confined to the 
families of Israel : — here, it is universal : 
see Kev. i. 7; also vi. 15—17. This com- 
ing of the Son of Man is not that spoken 
of ch. XXV. 31, but that in 1 Thess. iv. 16, 
17, and Bev. xix. 11 fi“., — His coming ad 
the commencement of the millennial reign 
to establish His Kingdom : see Dan. vii. 
13, 14. The power is the power of 
this Kingdom, not, the host of heaven. 

31.] This is not the great Trumpet 
of the general Tiesurrection (1 Cor. xv. 
52), except in so far as that may be spoken 
of as including also the first resurrection,: 
see on this verse the remarkable opening 
of Ps. 1., which is itself a prophecy of 
these same times. 32, 83, 34.] The 
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hranch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer i5 nigh : so likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that * it is near, even at the doors. «• 

Verily I say unto you, ^This generation shall not pass, 
till* all these things he fulfilled. ^ Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. iieb.i^ n. 

3G c But of that day and hour knoweth o no man, no, not c Acts i. 7. 
the angels of heaven, but my Father only. ^7 But as the 2 ret.iii. 10 . 
days of Noe were, so shall [P alsol the coming of the Son 
of man be. ^For as in the days thafc were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 


^ render y shall happen. 

English version in ver. 32 is ambiguous, 
besides being unfaithful. By “ of** is evi- 
dently meant from : but it seems as if it 
were only concerning. “ Learn,*’ says our 
Lord, “from the fig-tree the parable:” 
the natural pha?nomenon which may serve 
as a key to the meaning. This com- 
ing of the Lord shall be as sure a sign that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is nigh, as the 
putting forth of the tender leaves of the 
fig-tree is a sign that summer is nigh. 
Observe aU these things, — every one of 
these things, — this coming of the Son of 
Man includedy which will introduce the 
millennial Kingdom. As regards 

the parable, — there is a reference to the 
icithered fig-tree tvhich the Lord cursed : 
and as that, in its judicial unfruitfulncss, 
emblematized the Jewish people, so here 
the putting forth of the fig-tree from its 
state of winter dryness, symbolizes the 
future reviviscence of that race, which the 
Lord (ver. 34) declares shall not pass 
away till all be fulfilled. That this is 
the true meaning of that verse, must 
appear, when we recollect that it forms 
the conclusion of this parable, and is itself 
joined, by this generation passing away, 
to the verse following. We cannot, in 
seeking for its ultimate fulfilment, go hack 
to the taking of Jerusalem and make the 
words apply to it. As this is one of 

the points on which the rationalizing in- 
terpreters lay most stress to shew that the 
prophecy has failed^ I have taken pains 
to shew, in my Gr. Test., that the word 
here rendered generation has the meaning 
of a race or family of people. In all 
the places there cited, the word necessarily 
bears that signification : having it is true 
a more pregnant meaning, implying that 
the character of one generation stamps 
itself upon the race, as here in this verse 
also. The continued use of pajss away (the 


® render, IlOlie. P omit. 

word is the same in verses 34, 35) should 
have saved the Commentators from the 
blunder of imagining that the then living 
generation was meant, seeing that the pro- 
phecy is by the next verse carried on to 
the end of all things : and that, as matter 
of fact, the Apostles and ancient Christians 
did. continue to expect the Lord's coming, 
after that generation had passed away. 
But, as Stier well remarks, “ there are men 
foolish enough now to say, heaven and 
earth will never pass away, but the words 
of Christ pass away in course of time — ; 
of this, however, we wait the proof.” ii. 
505. all these things — all the signs 
hitherto recounted — so that both these 
words, and ye (in ver. 33), have their 
partial, and their full meanings, 
it is near — viz. the end. On ver. 35 see 
Bs. cxix. 89 : Isa. xl. 8; li. 6 : Ps. cii. 26. 

36.] that day, viz. of heaven and earth 
passing away ; or, perhaps referring to ver. 
30 ff. day and hour — the exact time 
— as we say, ‘ the hour and minute.* The 
very important addition to this verse in 
Mark, and in some ancient MSS. here, 
neither the Son, is indeed included in “ hut 
my Father only** but could hardly have 
been inferred from it, had it not been 
expressly stated : ch. xx. 23. All attempts 
to soften or explain away this weighty 
truth must be resisted : it will not do to 
say with some Commentators, “ He knows 
it not as regards us,** which, however well 
meant, is a mere evasion in the course 
of humiliation undertaken by the Son, in 
which He increased in wisdom (Luke ii. 
52), learned obedience (Heb. v. 8), uttered 
desires in prayer (Luke vi. 12, &c), — this 
matter was hidden from Him : and as I 
have already remarked, this is carefully to 
be borne in mind, in explaining the pro- 
phecy before us. 37 — 39.] This com- 

parison also occurs in Luke xvh. 26, 27, 
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m marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away ; so shall [<1 also] the coming of the Son of man be. 
^ Then shall two be in the field ; the one ^ shall he taken, 
and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at 
the mill ; the one ^ shall be taken, and the other left. 
ech.xxv.i3. 4^2 e ^atch therefore : for ye know not what ® hoar your 
I^^rd doth come. ^But know this, that if the goodman 
of the house had known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would not have suflercd 
Bch.xxv.i8 his house to be ^broken up. ^ ^ Therefore be ye also 
ready : for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
*»Acte^xx^ 28 . ijrian cometh. ^ Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
Heb.iii.6. ^] 2 oin his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give 


^ omit, 

® ready day. 

with the addition of ' the days of Lot ’ to 
it : see also 2 Pet. ii. 4 — 10 j iii. 5, (5. It 
is important to notice the confirmation, 
by His mouth who is Truth itself, of the 
historic reality of the flood of Noah. 

The expression drinking may serve to 
shew that it is a mistake to imagine that 
we have in Gen. ix. 20 the account of the 
first wine and its effects. The security 
here spoken of is in no wise inconsistent 
with the anguish and fear prophesied, 
Luke xxi. 25, 26, They say^ there is 
peace, and occupy themselves as if there 
were ; hut fear is at their hearts. On the 
addition in Luke xxi. 34 — 36, see notes 
there, 40, 41.] From this point (or 
perhaps even from ver. 37, as historic re- 
semblance is itself parabolic) the discourse 
begins to assume a parabolic form, and 
gr^ually passes into a series of formal 
parables in the next chapter. These 
verses set forth that, as in the times of 
Noah, men and women shall be employed 
in their ordinary work : see Exod. xi. 5 ; 
Isa. xlvii. 2. They also shew us that the 
elect of God will to the last he mingUd in 
companionship and partnership with the 
children of this world (see Mark i. 19, 20). 
We may notice, that these verses do not 
refer to the same as vv. 16 — 18. Then 
it is a question of volunta/ry flight ; now 
of hdng taken (by the angels, ver. 31 ; the 
present tense graphically sets the incident 
before us ; or perhaps describes the rule of 
proceeding. It is interesting to know that 
the word “ taken ** is the saipe verb in the 
original as receive^’ in John xiv. 3) or 
left. Nor again do they refer to the great 


^ render, IS. 

^ i. e. broken into. 

judgment of ch. xxv. 31, for then (ver. 32) 
all shall be summoned : — but they refer 
to the millennial dispensation, and the 
gathering of the elect to the Lord then. 
The “ women grinding at the mill ” has 
been abundantly illustrated by travellers, as 
even now seen in the East. See especially 
tlie Land and the Book, pp. 526, 7. 

42 — 44.] Our Lord liere resumes the tone 
of direct exhortation with which He com- 
menced. To the secure and careless He 
will come as a thief in the night ; to His 
own, as their Lord. Sec Obad. 5 : Rev. iii. 
3 ; xvi. 15 : 1 Thess. v. 1 — 10, where the 
idea is expanded at length. Compare ver. 
7 there with our ver. 49, and on the dis- 
tinction between those who arc of the day, 
and those who are of the night, see notes 
there. 45 — 47.J Our Lord had given 

this parabolic exhortation before, Luke xii. 
42—16. Many of these His last sayings 
in public are solemn repetitions of, and re- 
ferences to, things already said by Him. 
That this was the case in the present in- 
stance, is almost demonstrable, from the 
implicit allusion in Luke xii. 36, to the 
return from the wedding, which is here 
expanded into the parable of ch. xxv. 1 ff. 
How much more natural that our Lord 
should have preserved in his parabolic dis- 
courses the same leading ideas, and again 
and again gathered his precepts round 
them,- than that the Evangelists should 
have thrown into utter and inconsistent 
confusion, words w'hich would have been 
trea.sured up so carefully by them that 
heard them ; — to say nothing of the pro- 
mised help of the Spirit to bring to mind 



XXV. 1. ST. MATTHEW. 171 

them meat in due season? * Blessed is that servant, ^Kev.iri.w. 
whom hi^ lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 

Verily I say unto you, That ^he shall make him ruler k ch. XXV. 21, 
over all his goods. But \y-and^ if that evil servant shall 
say* in his heart. My lord delayeth his coming ; and 
shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and ^ to eat and 
drink with the drunken ; the lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for liim, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites ; ^ there ^ 12 : 

shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

XXV. 1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 


^ not expressed in the original. 

all that He l^ad said to them. Who 

then is] A question asked that each one 
may put it to himself y — and to signify the 
high honour of such an one. faithful 
and wise] Prudence in a servant can he 
only the consequence of faithfulness to his 
master. This verse is especially ad- 
dressed to the Apostles and ministers of 
Christ. Tlie give them (their) meat 
{zx. portion of meaty Luke xii. 42) answers 
to the description of the workman that 
need not he ashamed in 2 Tim. ii. 15. On 
ver. 47, compare ch. xxv. 21 : 1 Tim. iii. 
13: Rev. ii. 26; iii. 21, which last two 
piissages answer to the promise here, that 
each faithful servant shall he over all his 
master’s goods. That promotion shall not 
he like earthly promotion, wherein the 
eminence of one excludes that of another, 
— but rather like the diffusion of love, in 
which, the more each has, the more there 
is for all. 48 — 51.] The question is 

not here asked again, who is &c., but the 
transition made from the good to the bad 
servant, or even the good to the bad mind 
of the same servant, by the epithet evil. 

delayeth] then manifestly, a long 
delay is in the mind of the Lord : see 
above on ver. 29. Notice that this servant 
also is one set over the household — one 
who says my lord — and began well — but 
now begins to, &c. — falls away from his 
truth and faithfulness ; — the sign of which 
is that he begins (lit. shall have begun) to 
lord it over the elect (1 Pet. v. 3), and to 
revel with the children of the world. In 
consequence, though he have not lost his 
belief (‘‘my lord”), he shall be placed 
with those who believed not, the hypo- 
crites. 61.] The reference is to the 

punishment of cutting, or sawing asunder : 


^ read^ shall. 

see Dan. ii. 5; iii. 29 : Sus. ver. 59 : see 
also Heb. iv. 12; xi. 37. The expression 
here is perhaps not without a symbolical 
reference also to that dreadful sundering of 
the conscience and practice which shall be 
the reflective torment of the condemned : 
— and by tlie mingling and confounding 
of which only is the anomalous life of 
the wilful sinner made in this world toler- 
able. 

Chap. XXV. 1 — 13.] Parable of the 
Virgins. Peculiar to Matthew. 

1.] Then — at the period spoken of at the 
end of the last chapter, viz. the coming 
of the Lord to His personal reign — not 
His final coming to judgment. ten 
virgins] The subject of this parable is not, 
as of the last, the distinction between the 
faithful and unfaithful servants; no out- 
ward distinction here exists — all are vir- 
gins — all companions of the bride — all fur- 
nished with brightly -burning lamps — all, 
up to a certain time, fully ready to meet 
the Bridt'groom — the diflerence consists in 
some having made a provision for feeding 
the lamps in case of delay, and the others 
none — and the moral of the parable is the 
blessedness of endurance unto the end. 
“The point of the parable consists,” as 
Calvin remarks, in this, “that it is not 
enough to have been once girt and prepared 
for duty, unless we endure even to the end.” 
There is no qucvstioii here of apostasy, or 
unfaithfulness — but of the ivant of provi- 
sion to keep the light bright against the 
coming of the bridegroom, however delayed. 

Ten was a favourite number with 
the Jews — ten men formed a congregation 
in a synagogue. In a passage from Rabbi 
Salomo, cited' by Wetstein, he mentions 
ten lamps or torches as the usual number 
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^ S?*‘*Rev^iii. to meet ^ the bridegroom. ^ ^ And five of them were ^ wise^ 
bch.^p|i.V:' and five were ^ foolish, ^ ^ They that toere foolish took their 
lumps, and took no oil with them : ^ but the wise took oil 
in their vessels with their lamps. ^ While the bridegroom 
c 1 ThcBB. V. 6. XX tarried, they all slumbered and slept. ^ And at midnight 
there y was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom [yy cometJi] ; 
go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, 

^ in the ancient authorities these words are transposed. 

^ read.YoY the foolish, when they took their lamps. 


render, delayed. 

ill marriage processions : see also Luke xix. 
13. to meet the bridegroom] It 

would appear that these virgins hud left 
their own homes, and were waiting some- 
where for the bridegroom to come, — pro- 
bably at the house of the bride; for the 
object of the marriage procession was to 
fetch the hride to the hridegroom\*i house. 
Meyer however BU])poses that in this <rase 
the wedding was to be held in the bride’s 
house, on account of the thing signified — 
the (joining of the Lord to his Church ; — 
but it is better to take the ordinary cus- 
tom, and interpret accordingly, where we 
can. In both the wedding parables (see 
ch. xxii.) tlie hride does not appear — for 
she, being the church, is in fact the aggre- 
gate of the guests in the one case, and of 
the companions in the other. Wc may 
perhaps say that she is here, in the strict 
interpretation, the .Jewish Church, and 
these ten virgins Gentile congregations ac- 
companying licr. This went forth is not 
their final going out in vcr. 6, for only half 
of them did so, — but their leaving their 
own homes ; compare took, in vv. 3, 4. 
The interpretation is — these are souls come 
out from tlie world into the Church, and 
there waiting for the coming of the Lord — 
not hyjKicrites, but faithful souls, hearing 
their lamps (their own lamps; so, lite- 
rally : compare 1 Thess. iv. 4) — the inner 
spiritual life fed with the oil of Gixi’s Spirit 
(see Zech. iv. 2 — 12 ; Acts x. 38 ; Heb. i. 
9). All views of this parable which repre- 
sent the foolish virgins as having only a 
dead faith, only the lamp without the 
light, the body without the spirit, <fec., are 
quite beside the purpose ; — the lamps (see 
ver. 8) were all burning at first, and for a 
certain time. Whether the equal par- 
tition of wise and foolish have any deep 
meaning we cannot say ; it may be so. 

3, 4.] These were not torches, nor 
wicks fastened on staves, as some have 
supposed, but properly lamps : and the oil 
vessels (which is most important to the 
parable) were separate from the lamps. 


y see note. yy omit. 

nie lamps being the hearts lit with the 
flame of heavenly love and patience, sup- 
plied with the oil of the Spirit, — now comes 
in the dittcrence between the wise and fool- 
ish : — the one made no provision for the 
supply of this — the others did. How so ? 
The wise ones gave all diligence to make 
their calling and election sure (2 Pet. i. 10 
and 5—8), making their bodies, souls, and 
spirits (their vessels, 2 Cor. iv. 7) a means 
of supplying spiritual food for the light 
witliin, by seeking, in the appointed means 
of grace, more and more of God’s Holy 
Sj)irit. Tlie others did not this—hMi trust- 
ing that tlie light, once burning, would 
ever burn, made no provision for the 
strengthening of the inner man by watch- 
fulness and prayer. 6 — 7] delayed: 

compare ch. xxiv. 48, where the Greek 
verb rendered delayeth is the same. The 
same English rendering ought to have 
been kept here. But the thought of the 
foolish virgins is very difterent from that 
of the wicked servant : his — ‘ there will be 
])lenty of time, my Lord tarrieth — theirs, 
‘ surely He will soon be here, there is no 
need of a store of oil.’ This may serve to 
shew how altogether diverse is the ground 
of the two parables. they all slum- 

bered and slept] I believe no more is meant 
here than that all, being weak by nature, 
gave way to drowsiness : as indeed the wake- 
fulness of tlie holiest Christian, compared 
with what it should be, is a sort of slum- 
ber : — but, the while, how much dilference 
was there between them ! Some understand 
this verse of sleep in death. But, not to 
mention that this will not fit the machinery 
of the parable (see below on ver. 8), it would 
assume (they all) that none of the faithful 
would be living on earth when the Lord 
comes. a cry made] see Isa. Ixii. 

6 — 7: and the porter’s duty, Mark xiii. 
34. This warning cry is before the coming: 
see ver. 10. The exact rendering {^pre- 
sent, graphically setting the reality before 
us: there arlseth a cry. All 

now seem alike — all wanted their lamps 
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and ^trimmed their lamps. ^ And the foolish said unto dLukoiu.ss. 
the wise, (?ive us of your oil ; for our lamps are * gone out. 

^But the wise answered, saying, [0' so ;] lest there be 

not enough for us and you : but go ye rather to them that 

sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to 

buy, the bridegroom came ; and ^ they that were ready 

went in with him to ® the marriage : and ® the door was « xiw. 25. 

shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 

^Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, 

Verily I say mito you, I know you not. ^ Watch there- 

fore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein rri.v.e. 

the Son of man cometh\ uev. ivi.ir,. 

14 j h jPqj. f jif* kingdom of heaven ^s] ^ as a man ^ travelling 

into a far country, \jvho~\ called his own servants, and 

^ re wcZer,^ going Out. not expresfted in the original. 

^ render for perspicuity {the pronoun is feminine), the virgins. ® render, 
the marriage feast. ^ omit. ® not expressed in the original. 

t the original has only, leaving his country, or his home : see oh. xxi. 33. 

trimmed — but for the neglec^tful, there but simply that it was too late— for that 
is not wherewith. It is not enough to time. Y or \t h not the final coming of the 
have burnt, but to he burning, when He Lord to judgment, when the day of grace 
comes. Raise the wick as tliey will, what will be past, that is spoken of, — except in 
avails it if tlie oil is speJit ? trimmedj so far us it is hinted at in the background, 

“by pouring on fresh oil, and rcunoving and in the individual application of the 
the fungi about the wick : for the latter parable (virtually, not actually) coincides, 
purpose a sharp-])ointed wire was attached to each man, with tluj day of his death, 
to the lamp, which is still seen in the This feast is the marriage supper of Rev. 
bronze lamps found in sepulchres.'^ Webst. xix. 7 — i) (see also ib. xxi. 2) ; after which 
and Wilk. 8, 9.] are going out; — the.se improvident ones gone to buy their oil 
not as A. V., — ‘arc gone out and there shall \)o judged in common with the rest of 
is deep truth in this ; the lamps of the the dead, ibid. vv. 12, 13. Observe 
foolish virgins are not extinguished alio- here, I know you not is very different, as 
gether. lest there be not enough] the whole circumstances are different, from 

see Ps. xlix. 7 : Rom. xiv. 12. l^o man ** I never knew you,” in eh. vii. 23, where 
can have more of this provision than will the Depart from me” binds it to our 
supply his own wants. go ye rather] ver. 41, and to the time of the final judg- 

This is not said in mockery, as some sup- meni, spoken of in that parable. [See 

pose : but in earnest. them that sell] the note at the end of the chapter.] 

These are the ordinary dispensers of the 14—30.] Parable oe the talents. 
means of grace — ultimately of course God Peculiar to Matthew. The similar parable 
Himself, who alone can give his Spirit. containedinLukexix.il — 27 is altogether 
The counsel was good, and well followed — distinct, and uttered on a different occa- 
but the time was past. Observe that those sion : see notes there. 14.] The 

who sell are a joaWicwZar of persons — ellipsis is rightly supplied in the A. V., 
no mean argurpent for a set and appointed For [the kingdom of heaven is] as a 
ministry; and moreover for a minis- man, &c. Wc have this parable and the 
try. If they sell^ they receive for the thing preceding one alluded to in very few words 
sold : compare our Lord’s saying, Luke x. by Mark xiii. 34—36. In it we have the 
7. This selling hears no analogy with the active side of the Christian life, and its 
crime of Simon Magns in Acts viii. : com- danger, set before us, as in the last the 
pare our Lord’s other saying, Matt. x. 8. contemplative side. There, the foolish vir- 
10 — 12.] We are not told that they gins failed, from thinking their part too 
could not bvy—ihsii the shops were shut — easy — here the wicked servant fails, from 
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delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave 
?c?r‘.Si‘. 7. five talents, to another two, and to another one ^ to every 
iv.'ii: man according to his several ability; and straightway 

took his’ journey. Then he that had received the five 
talents went and traded with the same, and made them 
other five talents. And likewise he that had received 
two, he also gained other two. But he that had received 
one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord^s 
money. After a long time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had 
received five talents came and brought other five talents, 
saying, Lord, thou delivcredst unto me five talents : be- 
hold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His 
lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
86 i*vant : thou hast been faithful over a few things, ^ I will 
'“liJbl xih 2.^^* make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into ^ the 
joj^ of thy lord. 22 IJ0 that had received two talents 
came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents : 
behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 

His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 


thinking hlf too hard. The parahlo is still 
concerned with Christians (his own ser- 
vants), and not the world at large. 

We must remember the relation of master 
and slave, in order to understand his de- 
livering to them his property, and punish- 
ing them for not fructifying with it. 

16.] Ill Luke each receives the same^ but 
the profit made bg each is differ ent : see 
notes there. Here, in fact, they did each 
receive the same, for they received accord- 
ing to their ahllity — their character and 
jx)wers. There is no Pelagianism in this, 
for each man^s jxiwers are themselves the 
gift of God. 16 — 18.] The increase 

gained by each of the two faithful servants 
was the full amount of their talents : — of 
each will be retpiired as much as has been 
given. The third servant here is not to 
be confounded with the wicked servant 
in ch. xxiv. 48. This one is not actively 
an ill-doer y but a hider of the money en- 
trusted to him — one who brings no profit : 
see on ver. 24. 19 — 23. After a long 

time] Here again, as well as in the delay 
of ver. 5 and ch. xxiv. 48, we have an in- 
timation that the interval would be no 
short one. This proceeding is noty strictly 
speaking, the last judgment y but still the 
same as that in the former parable ; the 
beginning of judgment at the house of God 


— tbejudgm(‘nt of the millennial advent. 
This to the servants of Christ {his own ser- 
vants, ver. 14), is their final judgment — 
but not that of the rest of the world. We 
may observe that this great account differs 
from the coming of the bridegroom, inas- 
mucli as this is altogether concerned with 
a course of action past — that with a pre- 
sent state of preparation. This holds, in 
the individual application, of the account 
after the resurrection ; that, at the utmost 
(and not in the direct sense of the parable 
even so much), of being ready for his sum- 
mons at death. 20.] The faithful ser- 
vant does not take the praise to himself 
—thou deliveredst unto me is his confes- 
sion — and beside them the enabling cause 
of his gain ‘ without Me, ye can do no- 
thing,’ John XV. 5. This is plainer in Luke 
(xix. 16), “ Thy pound hath gained ten 
pounds.** See 1 Cor. xv. 10;— and on the 
joy and alacrity of these faithful servants 
in the day of reckoning, 1 Thess. ii. 19; 
2 Cor. i. 14 ; Phil. iv. 1. 21.] See the 

corresponding sentence in Luke xix. 17, and 
note. The joy here is not a feast, as some- 
times interpreted, but that joy spoken of 
Heb. xii. 2, and Isa.liii. 11 — that joy of the 
Lord arising from the completion of His 
work and labour of love, of which the first 
Sabbatical rest of the Creator was typical — 
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make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the 
joy of thyiord. ^ Then he which had received the one 
talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an 
hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering 
wh^e thou hast not strawed : and I was afraid, and 

went and hid thy talent in the earth : lo, [? there\ thou 
hast that is thine. "Pd jjJq answered and said unto 
him. Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewcst that. 
I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not 
strawed : thou oughtest therefore to have put my money 
to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury. Take therefore the 

& not expressed in the original. 


Gen. i. 31 ; ii. 2, — and of wliicli His faith- 
ftil ones shall in the end partake : see 
Heb. iv. 3 — Id : Rev. iii. 21. Notice 
the identity of the praise; and portion of 
him who had been faithful in leas, with 
those of the first. The words are, as 
has been well observed, “not, ‘good and 
sue^cessful servant,^ but ‘ good and faith' 
ful servant:’^’ and faithfulness does not 
depend on amount. 24, 26.] This 

sets forth the excuse which men are i)er- 
pctually making of human iiiHrmity and 
inability to keep God’s commands, when 
they never apply to that grace which might 
enable them to do so — an excuse, as here, 
self-convicting, and false at heart, 
reaping where thou hast not sown] The 
connexion of thought in this our Lord’s 
last parable, with His^r^^ (ch. xiii. 3 — 9), 
is remarkable. He looks for fruit where 
He has sown — this is truth : but not beyond 
the power of the soil by Him enabled — this 
is man*s lie, to encourage himself in idle- 
ness. I was afraid] see Gen. iii. 10. 
But that pretended fear, and this insolent 
speech, are inconsistent, and betray the 
falsehood of his answer. thou hast 

that is thine] This is also false — it was 
not so — for there was his lord^s time, — and 
his own labour, which was his lord's — to he 
accounted for. 26, 27.] St. Luke pre- 
fixes “ out of thine own mouth will I judge 
thee,"* — viz. ‘ because, knowing the relation 
between us, that of absolute power on my 
part over thee, — if thou hadst really 
thought me such an hard master, thou 
oughtest &c., in order to avoid utter ruin. 
But this was not thy real thought — thou 
wert wicked and slothful.^ thou 

knewest, &c. is not concessive, but hy- 
pothetici ; — God is not really such a 
Master. the exchangers, in Luke 


(xix. 23) the hanlc"" (exchange). 

There was a saying very current among 
the early Fathers, ye worthy ex- 

changers,"" which some of them seem 
to attribute to the Lord, some to one 
of the Apostles. It is supposed by some 
to be taken from this place, and it is 
just possible it may have been ; but it 
more likely was traditional, or from some 
apocryphal gospel. Suicer discusses the 
question, and inclines to think that it 
was a way of expressing the general moral 
of the two parables in Matt, and Luke. 

But, in the interpretation, who are 
these exchangers ? The explanation (Olsh., 
and adopted by Trench, Parables, p. 247) 
of their being those stronger characters 
who may lead the more timid to the useful 
employments of gifts which they have not 
energy to use, is objectionable (1) as not 
answering to the character addressed — 
he was not timid, but false and slothful : 
— and (2) nor to the facts of the case : 
for it is impossible to employ the grace 
given to one through another's means, 
without working one’s self. I rather 
take it to mean, ‘ If thou hadst really been 
afraid, &c., slothful as thou art, thou 
mightest at least, without trouble to thy- 
self, have provided that I should have 
not been defrauded of the interest of my 
money — but now thou art both slothful 
and wicked, in having done me this in- 
justice.’ Observe there would have been 
no praise due to the servant — hut "*that 
which is mine"" would not have lost its 
increase. The machinery of religious and 
charitable societies in our day is very 
much in the place of the exchangers. Let 
the subscribers to them take heed that 
they be not in the degraded case of this 
servant, even if his excuse had been genu- 
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talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten 
nch.xiii.is. talents. ^9 n every one that hath shall be given, 

and he shall have abundance : but from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath, 
cast ye the unprofitable servant "into outer darkness: 

zech i 6 be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

21 p li When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
fTheRslVv. -all the holy] angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
i/’ Rev*^?" throne of his glory : 22 and ^ before him shall be ga- 
qRom.iiv.io. thered ^ all naiiom : and he shall separate them one from 
Rei‘'ix: 11 another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the ffoats ; 

rEzek. xxxiv. a o 

iJ ch.xiii. 38 and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 

^ render, But when : literally. Whenever. ^ omitted in many of 

the oldest authorities. ^ rendery all the nations. 


ine. 28 — 31.] This command is an- 

swered in Luke xix. 25, by a remonstrance 
from those addressed, which the Muster 
overrules by stating the great law of His 
kingdom. On ch. xiii. 12, we have ex- 
plained this as applied to the system of 
teaching hy parables. Here it is pre- 
dicated of the whole Christian life. It is 
the case even in nature; a limb used is 
strengthened ; disused, becomes weak. The 
transference of the talent is not a matter 
of justice between man and man, but is 
done in illustration of this law, and in 
virtue of that sovereign power by which 
God does what He will with his own ; see 
Rom. xi. 29, and note there. In the outer 
darkness there is again an allusion to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, from which 
the useless servant being excluded, gnashes 
his teeth with remorse without : see ch. 
xxii. 13. 

31— -46.] The einal judgment of 

ALL THE NATIONS. Peculiar to Matthew. 
In the two former parables we have seen 
the difference between, and judgment of, 
Christians — in their inward readiness for 
their Lord, and their outward diligence 
in proffting by his gifts. And both these 
had reference to that first resurrection 
and millennial Kingdom, the reality of 
which is proved by tlie passages of Scrip- 
ture cited in the notes above, and during 
which all Christians shall bo judged. We 
now come to the great and universal 
judgment at the end of this period, also 
prophesied of distinctly in order in Rev. 
XX. 11 — 15 — in which all th^e dead, small 
and great, shall stand before God. This 
last great judgment answers to the judg- 
ment on Jerusalem, after the Christians 
had escaped from it ; to the gathering of 


the eagles (ministers of vengeance) to the 
carcase. Notice the precision' of the words 
in vcr. 31, when(ever) — this setting forth 
the indchniteness of the time— the but 
the distinction from the two parables fore- 
going ; and then, to mark a precise time 
when all this shall take place — a day of 
judgment. Compare, for the better 
understanding of the distinction and con- 
nexion of these ‘ two comings ’ of the Lord, 
1 Thess. iv. 16, 17, and 2 Thess. i. 7 — 10. 

This description is not a parable, 
though there are in it parabolic passages, 
e. g. as a shepherd, &c. : and for that very 
reason, that which is illustrated by those 
likenesses is not itself parabolic. It will 
heighten our estimation of the wonderful 
sublimity of this description, when we 
recollect that it was spoken by the Lord 
only three days before His sufferings. 

31. in his glory] This expression, 
repeated again at the end of the verse, is 
quite distinct from with ])ower and great 
glory ch. xxiv. 30; see Kev. xx. 11. This 
His glory is that also of all his saints, 
w'ith whom He shall be accompanied : see 
Jude, ver. 14. In this his coming they 
are with the angels, and as the angels ; 
see Kev. xix. 14 (compare ver, 8) : Zech. 
xiv. 5. 32.] The expression all the 

nations implies all the nations of the 
world, as distinguished from the elect 
already gathered to Him, just as the Gen- 
tiles were by that name distinguished from 
his chosen people the Jews. Among these 
are “the other sheep which He has, not 
of this fold,’" John x. 16. he shall 

separate] see Ezek. xxxiv. 17. Tlie sheep 
are those referred to in Rom. ii. 7, 10; the 
goats in ib. vv. 8, 9, where this judg- 
ment according to works is spoken of. 
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goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, ® inherit 
the kingdom ‘prepared for you from the foundation of the ^ 
world : for I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat : HeSl’xL io 

I yf-as thirsty, and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger, £k. xvii?.':. 
and ye took me in : 36 w naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
sick, and ye visited me: *I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 

Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? or 
thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 wken saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? 

3^^ or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee ? And the King shall answer and say unto them, 

Verily I say unto you, ^ Inasmuch as ye '^have done it unto y ProT.xiv.si : 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye ^ have done it 

* ^ render j did it. 

34.] The Kino— here for the first John xvii. 24 : 1 Pet. i. 20. 35. took 

and only time does the Lord give Himself me in] the idea of the word is, ^numbered 
this name : see Rev. xix. 16 : Rom. xiv. 9. me among your own circle.^ 37 — 40.] 

Come] Whatever of good tliese per- The answer of these righteous api)«ir8 to 
sons had done, was all from Rim from me to shew plainly that they are not to bo 
whom cometh every good gift — and the understood as being the covenanted ser- 
fruit of his Spirit, And this Spirit is vants of Christ. Such an answer it would 
only purchased for man by the work of l)e impossible for them to make, who had 
the ^ 11 , in whom the Father is well done all distinctly tcUh reference to Christy 
pleased : and to whom all judgment is and for his sake, and with his declaration 
committed. And thus they are the Messed of ch. x. 40 — 42 before them. Such a sup- 
of the Rather y and those for whom this po.siti(>n would remove all reality, as indeed 
kingdom is prepared. It is not to the it has generally done, from our Lord’s 
purpose to say that those blessed of ... . description. See the remarkable difference 
must be the elect of God in the stricter in the answer of the faithful servants, vv. 
sense (the Father) — and that, because the 20, 22. The saints are already in Ris 
Kingdom has been prepared for them judging the world with Him (1 

from the foundation of the world. For Cor. vi. 2)— accounted as parts of, repre- 
evidently this would, in the divine omni- sentatives of, Himself (vcr. 40) — in this 
science, be true of every single man judgment they are not the judged (John 
who shall come to salvation, whether be- v. 24; 1 Cor. xi. 31). But these who are 
longing to those who shall be found worthy the judged, hnow not that all their deeds 
to share the first resurrection or not. The of love have been done to and for Christ — 
Scripture assures us of two resurrections : they are overwhelmed with the sight of 
the Jirsty of the dead in Christ, to meet the grace which has been working in and 
Him and reign with Him, and hold (1 Cor. for them, and the glory which is now their 
vi. 2) judgment over the world : the second, blessed portion. And notice, that it is not 
of all the dead, to he judged according to the works, as such, but the lore which 
their works. And to what pur})ose would prompted them — that love which was their 
be a judgment, if all were to he con- faith, — which felt its way, though in dark- 
demned ? And if any escape condemna- ness, to Him who is Love — which is com- 
tion, to them might the words of this mended. 40. my brethren] Not neces- 
verse be used: so that this objection to sarily the saints with Him in glory — 
the interpretation does not apply. though primarily those — but also any of 

Election to life is the universal doctrine the great family of man. Many of those 
of Scripture; but not the reprobation of here judged may never have had oppor- 
the wicked : see below, on ver. 41. On tunity of doing these things to the saints 
fiDm the foundation of the world, see of Christ properly so called. In this 
VoL. 1. N 
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unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, * Depart from me, ye cursed, ®into ^everlasting fire, 
ach.xiii.4i), fQP devil and his angels: for I was an 

juded. hungred, and ye gave me no meat: 1 was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me 
not in : naked, and ye clothed me not : sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me not. ^ Then shall they also answer 
[fi him], saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto thee ? Then shall he answer 
cprov^xiv-sj^: them, saying, Verily I say unto you, ^ Inasmuch as ye did 
ix.6. one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 

dDan.xii. 2 . ^ And ^ thcso shall "o away into ® everlasting punishment : 

John V. 29. 1.1 . 1 .^* ^ 

itom.n.7ff. but the righteous mto me eternal. 

XXVI. 1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished 

^ render, the eternal fire which hath been prepared. 

^ omit. ® render, eternal {the word is the sawte in both places'). 


is fulfilled the covenant of God to Abra- 
ham, “in thy seed Bhall all the nations 
of the earth (so in LXX) be blessed.” 
Gen. xxii. 18. 41—43.] It is very 

important to observe the distinction be- 
tween the blessing, ver. 34, and the curse 
here. * Blessed — of my Father not 

' cursed of my Father,^ because all man^s 
salvation is of God — all his condemnation 
from himself. ^The Kingdom, prepared 
for you r but ‘ the fire, which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels* 
[greater definiteness could not be given 
than by the words in the original : that 
particular fire, that eternal fire, created 
for a special purpose] — not, for you : be- 
cause there is election to life — but there is 
no reprobation to death : — a book of Life 
— but no hook of Death ; no hell for man 
— because the blood of Jesus hath pur- 
chased life for all : but they who will 
serve the devil, must share unth him in the 
end. The repetition of all these par- 
ticulars shews how exact oven for every 
individual the judgment will be, Stier 
excellently remarks, that the curse shews 
the termination of the High Priesthood of 
Christ, in which office He only intercedes 
and blesses. Henceforth He is King and 
Lord — his enemies being now for ever put 
under his feet. 44, 45.] See note 
on ver. 37. The sublimity of this 
description surpasses all imagination — 
Christ, as the ^n of Man, the Shepherd, 
the King, the Judge — as the centre and 
end of lul human love, bringing out and 
rewarding his latent grace in those wlio 


have lived in love — everlastingly punishing 
those who have quenched it in an un- 
loving and selfish life— and in the accom- 
plishment of his mediatorial office, causing, 
even from out of the iniquities of a rebel- 
lious world, his sovereign mercy to re- 
joice against judgment. 46.] See 

John V. 28, 29 ; and as taking up the pro- 
phetic history at this point, Kev. xxi. 
1 — 8. Observe, the same epithet is used 
in the original for punishment and life — 
which are here contraries — for the life 
here spoken of is not bare existence, which 
would have annihilation for its opposite ; 
but )}lessedness and reward, to which 
punishment and misery are antagonist 
terms. As regards the interpretation of 
this chapter, the coincidence of these por- 
tions of Scripture prophecy with the pro- 
cess of the great last things in Rev. xx. 
and xxi. is never to be overlooked, and 
should be our guide to their explanation, 
however distrustful we may be of its cer- 
tainty. Those who set this coincidence 
aside, and interpret each portion by itself, 
without connexion with the rest, are clearly 
wrong. The only alternative view seems 
to be that which regards this as the judg- 
ment at the time of Israel's deliverance, 
previous to the Millennium. This has been 
urged on me lately by a very able cor- 
respondent : but I cannot see how it 
agrees with the great features of the 
description as pointed out above. 

Chap. XXVI. 1, 2.] Final annoitncb- 

MENT OP HIS SUFPEBINGS, NOW CLOSE AT 
HAND. (Mark xiv. 1. Luke xxii. 1.) The 
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all these sayings, he said unto his disciples, ^ Ye know that 
after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of 
man is P betrayed to be crucified. 3 a assembled 47 . 

together the chief priests, \jiand the scribes,'] and the elders 
of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was 
called Caiaphas, ^ and consulted that they might take 
Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. ^ But they said, Not ^ on 
the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people. ^johnii 1 2 
® ^ Now when Jesus was in ® Bethany, in the house of^Jhl^Liz! 

P or, delivered up : it is the same word as in ver. 15, 16, 21, ^c, 

^ omit. ^ render, durins* the feast. 


public office of our Lord as a Teacher 
having been now fulfilled. His priestly 
office begins to be entered upon. He had 
not completed all his discourses, for He 
delivered, aftjpr this, those contained in 
John xiv, — xvii. — but not in public ; only 
to the inner circle of his disciples. Prom 
this point commences the narrative of 
HIS PASSION. 2. after two days] 

This gives no certainty as to the time 
when the words were said : we do not 
know whether the current day was in- 
cluded or otherwise. But thus much of 
importance we learn from them : that the 
delivery of our Lord to be crucified, and 
the taking place of the Passover, strictly 
coincided. The solemn mention of them 
in this connexion is equivalent to a decla- 
ration from Himself, if it were needed, of 
the identity, both of time and meaning, 
of the two sacrifices ; and serves as the 
fixed point in the difficult chronological 
arrangement of the history of the 
Passion. The latter clause, and the 
Son of man . . . ., depends on ye know as 
well as the former. Our Lord had doubt- 
less before joined these two events together 
in His announcements to his disciples. To 
separate this clause from the former, 
seems to me to do violence to the con- 
struction. It would require and then the 
Son. . . . 

3_5.] Conspiracy of the Jewish 
AUTHORITIES. (Mark xiv. 1. Luke xxii. 
2.) This assembling has no connexion 
with what has just been related, but 
follows rather on the end of ch. xxiii. 

who was ^called Caiaphas is in Jose- 
phus, ** Joseph, who is also Caiaphas.” 
Valerius Gratus, Procurator of Judsea, had 
appointed him instead of Simon ben 
Kamith. He continued through the pro- 
curatorship of Pontius Pilate, and was 
displaced by the proconsul Vitellius, a.d. 
37 . See note on Luke iii. 2, and ehrono- 


logical table in introduction to Acts, 
who was called does not mean who was 
‘ surnamed,^ but (see ver. 14) implies that 
some name is to follow, which is more 
than, or difierent from, the real one of the 
person. Not during the feast] This 
expression must be taken as meaning the 
whole period of the feast — the seven days. 
On the feast-day (A. V.), i. e. the day on 
which the passover was sacrificed, they 
could not lay hold of and slay any one, 
as it was a day of sabbatical obligation 
(Exod. xii. 16). See note on ver. 17. 

6 — 13.] The anointinh at Bethany. 
(Mark xiv. 3—9. John xii. 1— -8. On 
Luke vii. 36 — 50, see note there.) This 
history of the anointing of our Lord is here 
inserted out of its chronological place. 
It occurred six days before the Passover, 
John xii. 1. It perhaps can hardly be 
said that in its position here, it accounts 
in any degree for the subsequent ap- 
plication of Judas to the Sanhedrim 
(vv. 14—16), since his name is not even 
mentioned in it : but I can hardly 
doubt that it originally was placed where 
it here stands by one who was aware 
of its connexion with that application. 
The paragraphs in the beginning of 
this chapter come in regular sequence, 
thus : Jesus announces his approaching 
Passion : the chief priests, &c. meet and 
plot His capture, but not dmring the feast : 
hut when Jesus was in Betharvy, &c. occa- 
sion was given for an offer to be made to 
them, which led to its being effected, after 
all, during the feast. On the rebuke given 
to Judas at this time having led to his 
putting into effect his intention of betray- 
ing our Lord, see note on John xii. 2. The 
trace of what I believe to have been the 
original reason of the anointing being in- 
serted in this place, is still further lost in 
St. Mark, who instead of when Jeius 
wai . . . hw and being ” . . . . just as 
2 
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Simon the leper, 7 there came unto him a woman having 
an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and' poured it 
on his head, as he sat at meat. ^ But when his disciples 
saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is 
this waste ? ® For this [® ointment] might have been sold 

for much, and given to the poor. When Jesus under- 
stood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman ? 
dPeut.xv.ii. fQj. }^ath wrought a good work upon me. ^ For ye 
® have the poor always with you; but ®me ye have not 
always. For in that she hath poured this ointment on 
28: ivii. n. my body, she did it for my burial. Verily I say unto 
you. Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of her. 

® omit. 


if the narrative were continued; and at 
the end, instead of our then . . . Judas 
. . . went .... has “awrf Judas . . . 

.... as if there were no con- 
nexion between the two. It certainly 
cannot be said of St. Matthew, that 
he relates the anointing as taking place 
two days before the Passover : of St. 
Mark it might be said. It may be ob- 
served that St. Luke relates nothing of 
our Lord’s visits to Bethany. 6. Si- 

mon the leper] Not at this time a leper, 
or he could not be at his house receiving 
guests. It is at least posslhlcy that ho 
may have been healed by our Lord. Who 
he was, is wholly uncertain. From Martha 
serving (John xii. 2), it would appear as if 
she were at home in the house (Luke x. 
38 sqq.) ; and that Taizarus was one of 
them that sat at meat need not necessarily 
imply that he W'as a guest properly so 
called. He had been probably (see John 
xii. 9) absent with Jesus at Ephraim, and 
on this account, and naturally for other 
reasons, would be an object of interest, and 
one of the sitters at table. 7. an 

alabaster box] It was the usual cruse or 
pot for ointment, with a long narrow neck, 
and sealed at the top. It was thought 
that the ointment kept best in these 
cruses. On the nature of the ointment, see 
note on “ spikenardy* Mark xiv. 3. his 
head] His feet, according to John xii. 3. 
See Luke vii. 38, and note there. 

8, his disciples] Judas alone is mentioned, 
John xii. 4. It may have been that some 
were found ready to second his remark, but 
that John, irom his peculiar position at the 
table, — iti as is probable, the same as in 


John xiii. 23, — may not have observed it. 
If so, the independent origin of the two 
accounts is even more strikingly shewn. 

waste] Bengcl remarks, that the 
word (literally, perdition) is the same 
as that by which Judas himself is 
called, John xvii. 12. 9. for much] 

300 denarii (John), — even more than that 
(Mark). On the singular relation which 
these three accounts bear to one another, 
see notes on Mark. 10.] It was not 
only ‘a good work,* but a noble act of 
love, which should be spoken of in all the 
churches to the end of time. On ver. 11, 
sec notes on Mark, where it is more fully 
expressed. 12.] I can hardly think 
that our Lord would have said this, unless 
there had been in Mary’s mind a distinct 
reference to His burial, in doing the act. 
All the company surely knew well that 
His death, and that by crucifixion, was 
near at hand ; can we suppose one who 
so closely observed his words as Mary, not 
to have been possessed with the thought of 
that which was about to happen ? The 
“ she is come aforehand to anoint ” of 
Mark (xiv. 8), and the against the dag 
of my burying hath she kept this^* of John 
(xii. 7), point even more strongly to her 
intention. 13.] The only case in 

which our Lord has made such a pro- 
mise. We cannot but be struck with 
the majesty of this prophetic announce- 
ment ; introduced with the peculiar and 
weighty verily I say unto you, — con- 
veying, by implication, the whole mystery 
of the gospel which should go forth from 
His Death as its source, — looking forward 
to the end of time, when it shall have 
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Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went 
unto the diief priests, and said unto them, ^ What will ^ 
ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you ? And they 
covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And 
from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 


been preached in the whole world, — and 
specifying the fact that this deed should be 
recorded wherever it is preached. We may 
notice (1) that this announcement is a dis- 
tinct prophetic recognition by our Lord 
of the existence of written records, in 
which the deed should be related ; for in 
no other conceivable way could the univer- 
sality of mention be brought about : (2) 
that we have here (if indeed we needed it) 
a convincing argument against that view 
of our three first Gospels which supposes 
them to have been compiled from an ori- 
ginal document; for if there had been 
such a document, it must have contained 
this narrative, and no one using such a 
Gospel could have failed to insert this nar- 
rative, accompanied by such a promise, in his 
own work, — which St. Luke has not done : 
(3) that the same consideration is equally 
decisive against St. luike having used, 
or even seen, our present Gospels of Mat- 
thew and Mark. (4) As regards the prac- 
tical use of the announcement, we see that 
though the honourable mention of a noble 
deed is thereby recognized by our Lord as 
a legitimate source of joy to us, yet by the 
very nature of the case all regard to such 
mention as a motive is excluded. The mo- 
tive was love alone. 

14 — 16 .] Compact of Judas with 
THE Chief Priests to betrat Him. 
(Mark xiv. 10, 11. Luke xxii. 3 — 6. See 
also John xiii. 2.) When this took place, 
does not appear. In all probability, im- 
mediately after the conclusion of our Lord’s 
discourses, and therefore coincidently w^ith 
the meeting of the Sanhedrim in ver. 3. 
As these verses bring before us the first 
overt act of Judas’s treachery, I will give 
here what appears to me the true estimate 
of his character and motives. In the main, 
my view agrees with that given by Nean- 
der. I believe that Judas at first became 
attached to our Lord with much the same 
view as the other Apostles. He appears to 
have been a man with a practical talent for 
this world’s business, which gave occasion 
to his being appointed the ’freasurer, or 
Bursar, of the company (John xii. 6 ; xiii. 
29). But the self-seeking, sensuous ele- 
ment, which his character had in common 
with that of the other Apostles, was deeper 
rooted in him ; and the spirit and love of 
Christ gained no such influence over him 


as over the others, who were more disposed 
to the reception of divine things. In pro- 
portion as he found our Lord’s progress 
disappoint his greedy anticipations, did his 
attachment to Him give place to coldness 
and aversion. The exhibition of miracles 
alone could not keep him faithful, when 
once the deeper appreciation of the Lord’s 
divine Person failed. We find by implica- 
tion a remarkable example of this in John 
vi. 60 — 66, 70, 71, where the denunciation 
of the one unfaithful among the Twelve 
seems to point to the (then) state of his 
mind, as already beginning to be scandalized 
at Christ. Add to this, that latterly the 
increasing clearness of the Lord’s an- 
nouncements of His approaching passion 
and death, w hile they gradually opened the 
eyes of the other Apostles to some terrible 
event to come, without shaking their 
attachment to Him, was calculated to in- 
volve in more bitter diRapi)()intment and 
disgust one so disposed to Him as Judas 
w^as. The actually exciting causes of 
the deed of treacheiy at this particular 
time may have bc^en many. The reproof 
administered at Bethany (on the Saturday 
evening probably), — disappointment at see- 
ing the triumphal entry followed, not by 
the adhesion, but by the more hitter enmity 
of the Jewish authorities, — the denuncia- 
tions of our Lord in ch. xxii. xxiii. render- 
ing the breach irreparable,— and perhaps 
His last announcement in ver. 2, making it 
certain that his death would soon take 
place, and sharpening the eagerness of the 
traitor to profit by it : — all these may 
have influenced him to apply to the chief 
priests as he did. With regard to his mo- 
tive in general, I cannot think that he 
had any design but that of sordid gain, to 
he achieved by the darhesi treachery. See 
further on this the note on ch. xxvii. 3. 

16 .] The verb rendered covenanted 
. . . .^or, may mean either weighed out, or 
appointed. That the money was paid to 
Judas (ch. xxvii. 3) is no decisive argument 
for the former meaning ; for it may have 
been paid on the delivery of Jesus to the 
Sanhedrim. The “ covenanted ” of St. Luke 
and ** promised ” of St. Mark would lead us 
to prefer the other. thftty pieces of 

silver] Thirty shekels, the price of the life 
of a servant, Exod. xxi. 32. Between three 
and four pounds of our money. St. Matthew 
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»Eioa.xii.i>, 17 8 H 0 W the first day of the feast of unleavened bread 


is the only Evangelist who mentions the 
sum. De Wette and others have supposed 
tliat the accurate mention of the thirty 
pieces of silver has arisen from the prophecy 
of Zechariah (xi. 12), which St. Matthew 
clearly has in view. The others have sim- 
ply money It is just possible that the 
thirty pieces may have been merely earnest- 
money : but a difficulty attends the suppo- 
sition ; if so, Judas would have been en- 
titled to the whole on our Lord being 
delivered up to the Sanhedrim (for this 
was all he undertook to do) ; whereas we 
find (ch. xxvii. 3) that, after our Lord^s 
condemnation, Judas brought only the 
thirty pieces back, and nothing more. See 
note there. 

17 — 19.] Pkepaeation foe cele- 
BEATING THE PASSOVEE. Mark xiv. 12— 
16. Luke xxii. 7 — 13. The whole narra- 
tive which follows is extremely difficult to 
arrange and account for chronologically. 
Our Evangelist is the least circumstantial, 
and, as will 1 think appear, the least exact 
in detail of the three. St. Mark partially 
fills up the outline; — but the account of 
St. Luke is the most detailed, and I be- 
lieve the most exact. It is to be. noticed 
that the narrative which St. Paul gives, 

1 Cor. xi. 23—25, of the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper, and which he states he 
‘ received from the Lordy coincides almost 
verbatim with that given by St. Luke. But 
while we say this, it must not be forgotten 
that over all three narratives extends the 
great difficulty of explaining the first day 
of unleavened bread (Matt., Mark), or 
*Hhe day of unleavened bread** (Luke), 
and of reconciling the impression unde- 
niably conveyed by them, that the Lord 
and his disciples ate the usual Passover, 
with the narrative of St. John, which not 
only docs not sanction, but I believe ab- 
solutely excludes such a supposition. I 
shall give, in as short a compass as 1 can, 
the various solutions which have been 
attempted, and the objections to them; 
fairly confessing that none of them satisfy 
me, and that at present I have none of 
my own. I will (1) state the grounds 
of the difficulty itself Tlie day alluded 
to in all four histories as that of the 
supper, which is unquestionably one and 
identical, is Thursday, the 13th of Nisan. 
Now the day of the Passover being slain 
and eaten was the 14th of Nisaii (Exod. 
xii. 6, 18 ; Lev. xxiii. 5 : Numb. ix. 3 ; 
xxviii. 16 : Ezek. xlv. 21), between the 
evenings (so literally in Heb.), which was 
interpreted by the generality of the Jews 
to mean the interval between ,the first 


westering of the sun (3 p.m.) and his set- 
ting, ^but by the Karaites and Samaritans 
that between sunset and darkness : — 
in either cose, how'ever, the day was the 
same. The feast of unleavened bread be- 
gan at the very time of eating the Passover 
(Exod. xii. 18), so that the first day of the 
feast of unleavened bread was the Ihih 
(Numb, xxviii. 17). All this agrees with 
the narrative of St. John, where (xiii. 1) the 
last supper takes place before the feast of 
the Passover — where the disciples think 
(ib. ver. 29) that Judas had been directed 
to buy the things which they had need of 
against the feast — where the Jews (xviii. 
28) would not enter into the judgment -hall, 
lest they should be defiled, but that they 
might eat the Passover (see note on John 
xviii. 28) — where at the exhibition of our 
Lord by Pilate (on the Friday at noon) it 
was (xix. 14) the preparation of the Pass- 
over — and where it could bo said (xix. 31) 
for that Sabbath day was an high day , — 
being, as it was, a double Sabbath, — the 
coincidence of the first day of unleavened 
bread, which was sabbatically hallowed 
(Exod. xii. 16), with an actual sabbath. 
But as plainly, it does not agree with the 
view of the three other Evangelists, 
who not only relate the meal on the 
evening of the 13th of Nisan to have 
been a Passover, but manifestly regard it 
as the ordinary legal time of eating it : 
“ on the first day of unleavened bread, 
when they killed the passover ” (Mark xiv. 
12), ''"when the Passover must be killed” 
(Luke xxii. 7), and in our Gospel by im- 
plication, in the use of the Passover, &c., 
wdthout any qualifying remark. 

The solutions which have been proposed 
are the following : (1) that the Passover 
which our Lord and his disciples ate, was 
not the ordinary, but an anticipatory one, 
seeing that He himself was about to bo 
sacrificed as the true Passover at the legal 
time. To this it may be objected, that 
such an anticipation would have been 
wholly unprecedented and irregular, in a 
matter most strictly laid down by the 
law : and that in the three Gospels there 
is no allusion to it, but rather every thing 
(see above) to render it improbable. (2) 
That our Lord and his disciples ate the 
Passover, but at the time observed by a 
certain portion of the Jews, while He 
himself was sacrificed at the time gene- 
rally obser^’ed. This solution is objec- 
tionable, as wanting any historical testi- 
mony whereon to ground it, being in fact 
a pure assumption. Besides, it is clearly 
inconsistent with Mark xiv. 12 : Luke 
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17, 18. 

the disciples came to J esus, sajdng unto him, Where wilt 
thou that*we prepare for thee to eat the passover ? 


xxii. 7, cited above. A similar objection 
lies against (3) the notion that our Lord 
ate the Passover at the strictly legal, the 
JeSs at an inaccurate and illegal time. 
(4) Our Lord ate only a commemorative 
Passover, such as the Jews now celebrate, 
and not a sacrificial Passover (Grotius). 
But this is refuted by the absence of any 
mention of a commemorative Passover be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem; besides 
its inconsistency with the above-cited pas- 
sages. (5) Our Lord did not eat the 
Passover at all. But this is plainly not 
a solution of the difficulty, but a setting 
aside of one of the differing accounts : 
for the three Gospels manifestly give the 
impression that He did eat it. (6) The 
solution offered by Chrysostom, on our 
ver. 58, is at least ingenious. The Council, 
he says, did not eat their Passover at the 
proper timfi, but ‘‘ on another day^ and 
broke the law, because of their eagerness 
about this execution .... they chose even 
to neglect the Passover, that' they might 
fulfil their murderous desire.^^ This had 
been suggested before in a scholium of 
Eusebius. But St. John^s habit of noticing 
and explaining all such exceptional cir- 
cumstances, makes it very improbable. I 
may state, as some solutions have been 
sent me by correspondents, that I have 
seen nothing besides the above, which jus- 
tifies any extended notice. 

I will conclude this note by offering a 
few hints which, though not pointing to 
any particular solution, ought I think to 
enter into the consideration of the ques- 
tion. {a) That, on the evening of the 
13th (i. e. the beginning of the 14th) of 
Nisan, the Lord ate a meal with his dis- 
ciples, at which the announcement that 
one of them should betray Him was made ; 
after which He went into the garden 
of Gethsemane, and was betrayed (Matt., 
Mark, Luke, John); — (h) That, in some 
sense or other, this meal was regarded as 
the eating of the Passover (Matt., Mark, 
Luke). (The same may be inferred even 
from John ; for some of the disciples 
must have gone into the prastorium, and 
have heard the conversation between our 
Lord and Pilate [John xviii. 33 — 38] : 
and as they were equally bound with the 
other Jews to eat the Passover, would 
equally with them have been incapa- 
citated from so doing by having incurred 
defilement, had they not eaten theirs pre- 
viously. It would appear too, from Joseph 
of Arimathsea going to Pilate during the 
preparation [Mark xv. 42, 43], that he also 


had eaten his passover.) (c) That it was 
not the ordinary passover of the Jews : 
for (Exod. xii. 22) when that was eaten, 
none might go out of the house until morn- 
ing; whereas, not only did Judas go out 
during the meal (John xiii. 29), but our 
Lord and the disciples went out when the 
meal was finished. Also when Judas went 
out, it was understood that he was gone 
to buy, which could not have been the 
case, had it been the night of eating the 
Passover, which in all years was sabbati- 
cally hallowed, (d) St. John, who omits 
all mention of the Paschal nature of this 
meal, also omits all mention of the distri- 
bution of the symbolic bread and wine. 
The latter act was, strictly speaking, an- 
ticipatory : the Body was not yet broken, 
nor the Blood shed (but see note on ver. 
26, end). Is it possible that the words 
in Luke xxii. 15, 16 may have been meant 
by our Lord as an express declaration of 
the anticipatory nature of that Passover 
meal likewise ? May they mean, ^ I have 
been most anxious to eat this Paschal meal 
with you to-night (before I suffer), for I 
shall not eat it to-morrow, — I shall not eat 
of it any more with you May a hint 
to the same effect be intended in my time 
is at hand (ver. 18), as accounting for the 
time of making ready — may the present 
tense itself (J will keep is literally I keep) 
have the same reference ? 

I may remark that the whole of the 
narrative of St. John, as compared with the 
others, satisfies me that he can never have 
seen their accounts. It is inconceivable, 
that one writing for the purpose avowed 
in John xx. 31, could have found the three 
accounts as we have them, and have made 
no more allusion to the discrepancy than 
the faint (and to all appearance undesigned) 
ones in ib. ch. xii. 1 ; xiii. 1, 29 ; xviii. 28. 

17 . the first day of . . . unleavened 
bread] If this night had been the ordinary 
time of sacrificing the Passover, the day 
preceding would not indeed have been 
strictly the first day of unleavened bread ; 
but there is reason to suppose that it was 
accounted so. The putting away leaven 
from the houses was part of the work of 
the day, and the eating of the unleavened 
bread actually commenced in the evening. 
Thus Josephus mentions eight days as con- 
stituting the feast, — including this day in 
it. Where wilt thou] The ‘ making 
ready* would include the following par- 
ticulars ; the preparation of the guest- 
chamber itself (which however in this case 
was already done, see Mark xiv. 15 and 
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lie said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him. 
The Master saith, My time is at hand ; I will keep the 
passover at thy house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them ; and they made 
ready the passover. 20 Jfow when the even was come, ‘’he 
sat down with the twelve. 21 as they did eat, he 
said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 
me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began 
every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I ? And 
hT«A.xii. 9 . he answered and said, ^Ile that dippeth his hand with me 
in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man 


note) j— the lamb already kept up from the 
10th (Exod. xii. 3) had to be slain in the 
fore- court of the temple (2 Chron. xxxv. 
5) — the unleavened bread, bitter herbs, &c., 
prepared ; — and the r(X)m arranged. This 
report does not represent the whole that 
passed : it was the Lord who sent the two 
disciples; and in reply this enquiry was 
made (Luke). 18.] The person spoken 
of was unknown even by name, as appears 
from Mark and Luke, where he is to be 
found by the turning in of a man with 
a pitcher of water. The Lord spoke not 
from any previous arrangement, as some 
have thought, but in virtue of His know- 
ledge, and command of circumstances. 
Compare the command ch. xxi. 2 f., and 
that in ch. xvii. 27. In the words to such 
a man here must be involved the addi- 
tional circumstance mentioned by St. Mark 
and St. Luke, but perhaps unknown to our 
narrator : see note on Luke xxii. 10, where 
the fullest account is found. The 

term the Maiter, common to the three 
accounts, does not imply that the man was 
a disciple of our Lord. It was the com- 
mon practice during the feast for persons 
to receive strangers into their houses gra- 
tuitously, for the purpose of eating the 
Passover : and in this description of Him- 
self in addressing a stranger, our Lord has 
a deep meaning, as (perhaps, but see note) 
in the Lord in ch. xxi. 3, — ‘Our Master 
and thine says.’ It is His form of ‘ press- 
ing’ for the service of the King of this 
e^h, the things that are therein. 

My time is not ‘the time of the feast* 
but my own time, i. e. for suffering : see 
John vii. 8, and often. There is no reason 
for supposing from this expression that the 
man addressed was aware of its meaning. 
The bearers of the message were ; and the 
words, to the receiver of it, bore with them 
a weighty reason of their own, which, with 
such a title as the Master prefixed, he was 
bound to respect. For these words we are 


indebted to St. Matthew’s narrative. 

20—25.] Jesus, celebkating the 
Passover, announces His betrayer. 
Mark xiv. 17 — 21. John xiii. 21 ff. 
Our Lord and the Twelve were a full 
Paschal company ; ten persons was the 
oMinary and minimum nufhber. Here 
come in (1) the expression of our Lord*s 
desire to eat this Passover before Sis 
suffering, Luke xxii. 15, 16 ; (2) the divi- 
sion of the first cup, ib. vv. 17, 18 ; (3) 
the washing of the disciples* feet, John 
xiii. 1— 20(? see note, .John xiii. 22). I 
mention these, not that I have any desire 
to reduce the four accounts to a har- 
monized narrative, for that 1 believe to 
be impossible, and the attempt wholly un- 
profitable ; but because they are additional 
circumstances, placed by their narrators 
at this period of the feast. I shall simi- 
larly notice all such additional matter, 
but without any idea of harmonizing the 
apparent discrepancies of the four (as ap- 
pears to me) entirely distinct and inde- 
pendent reports. 21.] This announce- 
ment is common to Matt., Mark, and 
John. In the part of the events of the 
supper which relates to Judas, St. Luke 
is deficient, giving no further report of 
them than w. 21 — 23. The whole minute 
detail is given by St. John, who bore a con- 
siderable part in it. 22.] In the ac- 
counts of St. Luke and St. John, this enquiry 
is made “ among themselves looking one on 
another P The real enquiry yirow the Lord 
was made hy John himself, owing to a sign 
from Peter. This part of John’s narra- 
tive stands in the highest position for 
accuracy of detail, and the facts related in 
it are evidently the ground of the other 
accounts. 23.] These first words re- 
present the answer of our Lord to John's 
question (John xiii. 26). The latter (ver. 
24) were not said now, but (Luke, vv. 21, 
formed part of the previous announce- 
ment in our ver. 21. 28.] I cannot 
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goeth ‘ as it is written of him : but ^ woe unto that man by * jffi,*-. 
whom the* Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for M.rVii.S, 
that man if he had not been born. 25 Then Judas, which 
betrayed him, answered and said, ^ Master, is it I ? lie 28.''Ycor; 
said unto him, Thou hast said. ^6 ^s they were k ch.' xviu. 7. 

^ John xvii.l2. 

t render. Uabbi. 


understand these words (which are peculiar 
to our Gospel) otherwise than as an imper- 
fect report of what really happened, viz. 
that the Lord dipped the sop^ and gave it 
to Judas, thereby answering the general 
doubt, in which the traitor had impudently 
presumed to feign a share. If the question 
Is it 1 1 before, represented looked on one 
another doubting, and was our narrator^s 
impression of what was in reality not a 
spolcen but a signified question, — why now 
also should not tliis question and answer 
represent that .ludas took part in that 
doubt, and Was, not hy word of mouth, hut 
by a decisive sign, of which our author 
was not aware, declared to be the traitor ? 
Both cannot have happened ; — for (John 
xiii. 28) no one knew (not even John, see 
note there) why Judas went out ; whereas 
if he had been openly (and it is out of the 
question to suppose a private communica- 
tion between our Lord and him) declared 
to be the traitor, reason enough would 
have been furnished for his immediately 
leaving the chamber. (Still, consult the 
note on Luke, vv. 24 — 30, where 1 have 
left room for modifying this view.) I am 
aware that this explanation will give offence 
to those who believe that every part of each 
account may be tessellated into one con- 
sistent and complete whole. Stier handles 
the above supposition very roughly, and 
speaks of its upholders in no measured 
terms. Valuable as are the researches of 
this Commentator into the inner sense of 
the Lord’s words, and ready as I am to 
acknowledge continual obligation to him, I 
cannot but tliink that in the whole inter- 
pretation of this part of the Gospel -history, 
he and his school have fallen into the error 
of a too minute and letter-serving exposi- 
tion. In their anxiety to retain every por~ 
tion of every account in its strict literal 
sense, they are obliged to commit many in- 
consistencies. A striking instance of this 
is also furnished in Mr. Birks’s Horae Evan- 
gelicBB, p. 411 : where in treating of this 
difficulty he says, “ If we suppose St. Mat- 
thew to express the substantial meaning of 
our Lord’s reply, rather than its precise 
words, the two accounts are easily recon- 
ciled. The question of Judas might concur 
with St. John’s private enquiry, and the 


same sign which revealed the traitor to 
the beloved disciple, would be an affirma- 
tive reply to himself, equivalent to the 
loords in the Gospel — ‘ Thou hast said.’ ” 
Very true, and nearly what I have main- 
tained above : but the literal harmonizers 
seem to be quite blind to the fact, that this 
principle of interpretation, which they use 
when it suits them, is the very one against 
which they so vehemently protest when 
others use it, and for the use of which they 
call them such hard names. On Thou hast 
said, see below, ver. 64, note. 

26—29.] Institution of the Loed’s 
S uppEE. Mark xiv. 22 — 25. Luke xxii. 
19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23 — 25. We may re- 
mark on this important part of our nar- 
rative, (1) That it was demonstrably our 
Lord’s intention to found an ordinance for 
those who should believe on Him; (2) 
that this ordinance had some analogy with 
that which He and the Apostles were then 
celehrating. The first of these assertions 
depends on the express word of the Apostle 
Paul; who in giving direjjtions for the 
due celebration of the rite of the Lord’s 
Supper, states in relation to it that he had 
received from the Lord the account of its 
institution, which he then gives. He who 
can set this aside, must set aside with it 
all apostolic ‘testimony whatever. The 
second is shewm by the fact, that what 
now took place was during the celebration 
of the Passover: that the same Paul 
states that Christ our Passover is sacri- 
ficed for us ; thus identifying the Body 
broken, and Blood shed, of which the 
bread and wine here are symbolic, with 
the Paschal feast. (3) That the key to 
the right understanding of what took 
place must be found in our Lord's dis- 
course after the feeding of the five thou- 
sand in John vi, since He there, and 
there only besides at this place, speaks of 
His fiesh and blood in the connexion found 
here. (4) It is impossible to assign to 
this event its precise place in the meal. St. 
Luke inserts it before the announcement 
of the treason of Judas : St. Matt, and 
St. Mark after it. It is doubtful whether 
the accounts found in the Talmud and 
elsewhere of the ceremonies in the Paschal 
feast are to be depended on : — they are ex^ 
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35 , eating, ' Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 
ml Cor. 1. 18. gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; "'•this is my 


ceedingly complicated. Thus much seems 
clear, — that our Lord blessed and passed 
round two cups, one before, the other after 
■ the supper, — and that He distributed the 
unleavened cake during the meal. More 
than this is conjecture. The dipping of 
the hand in the dish, and dipping and 
giving the sop, may also possibly corre- 
spond to parts of the Jewish ceremonial. 

26.] as they were eating, dur- 
ing the mealf — as distinguished from the 
distribution of the cup, which was after it. 

The definite article is before bread 
in the original, but no especial stress must 
be laid on it ; it would be the bread 
which lay before Him: see below. The 
bread would be unleavened ^ as the day 
was (see Exod. xii. 8). blessed it, 
and gave thanks, amount to the same in 
practice. The looking up to heaven, and 
giving thanks was a virtual * blessing ’ of 
the meal or the bread. It was customary 
in the Paschal meal for the Master, in 
breaking the broad, to give thanks for the 
fruit of the earth. Hut our Lord did 
more than this : He gave thanks, as Gro- 
tius observes, not only for the old creation, 
but for the new also, for the redemption of 
mankind, regarded as now accomplished. 
From this giving of thanks for^ and 
blessing, the c#ering, the Holy Communion 
has been from the earliest times also called 
eucharist {eucharistia, giving of thanks). 

brake it] It was a round cake 
of unleavened bread, which the Lord 
broke and divided : signifying thereby 
both the breaking of Hisf body on the 
Cross, and the participation in the benefits 
of his death by all His. Hence the act of 
communion was known by the name the 
breakixig of bread, Acts ii. 42. See 1 Cor. 
X. 16, also Isa. Iviii. 7 : Lam. iv. 4. 

Take, eat] Our Gospel alone has both 
words. “ Hat is spurious in Mark : both 
words, in 1 Cor. xi. 24. Here, they are 
undoubted: and seem to shew us (see 
note on Luke, ver. 17) that the Lord did 
not Himself partake of the bread or wine. 
It is thought by some however that He 
did: e. g. Chrysostom, ** He Himself 
drank His own Blood.** But the analogy 
of the whole, as well as these words, and 
Drink ye all of it ** below, lead us to a 
ditferent conclusion. Our Lords non -par- 
ticipation is however no rule for the ad- 
ministrator of the rite in after times. 
Although in one sense he represents Christ, 
blessing, breaking, and distributing; in 
another, he is one of the disciples, ex- 


amining himself, confessing, partaking. 
Throughout all Church ministrations this 
double capacity must be borne in ibind. 
Olshausen maintains the opposite view, and 
holds that the ministrant cannot unite in 
himself the two characters. But setting 
the inner verity of the matter for a moment 
aside, how, if so, should an unassisted 
minister ever communicate ? this is 
my body] this, which 1 now offer to you, 
this bread. The form of expression is im- 
portant, not being this bread, or this wine, 
but this, in both cases, or this cup, not the 
bread or wine itself, but the thing in each 
case ; — precluding all idea of a substantial 
change. is] On this much -contro- 

verted word itself no stress is to be laid. In 
the original tongue in which probably our 
Lord spoke, it would not be expressed : and 
as it now stands, it is merely the logical 
copula between the subject, this, and the 
predicate, my Body. The connexion of these 
two will require deeper consideration. First 
we may observe, as above of the subject, 
so here of the predicate, that it is not 
** My flesh** (althougli that very expres- 
sion is didactically used in its general 
sense in John vi. 51, as applying to the 
bread), but My Body. The body is made 
up of tiesh and blood ; and although analo- 
gically the bread may represent one and 
the wine the other, the assertion here is 
not to be analogically taken merely : this 
which 1 give you, (is) my Body. Under 
this is the mystery of my Body ; the asser- 
tion has a literal, and has also a spiritual 
or symbolic meaning. And it is the literal 
meaning which gives to the spiritual and 
symbolic meaning its fitness and fulness. 
In the literal meaning then, this (is) my 
Body, we have bread, ‘ the staff of life,' 
identified with the Body of the Lord : 
not that particular bread with that par- 
ticular flesh which at that moment con- 
stituted the Body before them, nor any 
particular bread wdth the present Body 
of the Lord in heaven : but this, the 
food of man, with my body. This is 
strikingly set forth in John vi. 51. Now 
the mystery of the Lord's Body is, that in 
and by it is all created being upheld : in 
Him all things consist, Col. i. 17 ; in Him 
was life, John i. 4. And thus generally, 
and in the widest sense, is the Body of the 
Lord the sustenance and upholding of all 
living. Our very bodies are dependent 
upon his, and unless by his Body standing 
pure and accepted beftre the Father, could 
not exist nor be nourished. So that to all 
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. 27 , 28 . 

bodv. And be took the cup, and e-aTe thanks, and arave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; =^8 for this is my 


living things, in this largest sense, to live^ 
is Christ. And all our nourishment and 
meftns of upholding are Christ. In this 
sense his Body is the Life of the world. 
Thus the fitness of the symbol for the 
thing now to be signified is shewn, not 
merely by analogy, but by the deep veri- 
ties of Redemption. And this general and 
lower sense, underlying, as it does, all the 
spiritual and higher senses in John vi., 
brings us to the symbolic meaning, which 
the Lord now first and expressly attaches 
to this sacramental bread. Rising 

into the higher region of spiritual things, 
— in and by the same Body of the Lord, 
standing before the Father in accepted 
righteousness, is all spiritual being upheld^ 
but by the inward and spiritual process 
of feeding upon Him by faith : of making 
that Body •our own, causing it to pass 
into and nourish our souls, even as the 
substance of the bread passes into and 
nourishes our bodies. Of this feeding 
upon Christ in the spirit by faith, is the 
sacramental bread the symbol to us. Wlien 
the faithful in the Lord’s Supper press 
with their teeth that sustenance, which is, 
even to the animal life of their bodies, 
the Body of Christ, whereby alone all 
animated being is upheld, — they feed in 
their souls on that Body of righteousness 
and acceptance, by partaking of which 
alone the body and soul are nourished 
unto everlasting life. And as, in the more 
general and natural sense, all that nou- 
rishes the body is the Body of Christ 
given for all, — so to them, in the inner 
spiritual sense, is the sacramental bread 
symbolic of that Body given for them , — 
their standing in which, in the adoption 
of sons, is witnessed by the sending abroad 
of the Spirit in their hearts. This last 
leads us to the important addition in Luke 
and 1 Cor, (but omitted here and in Mark) 
which is (being given, Luke, — omitted in 1 
Qor.) for you, — this do in remembrance of 
me. On these words we may remark (1) 
that the participle in the original is present; 
and, rendered with reference to the time 
when it was spoken, would be which is 
being given. The Passion had already 
begun; in fact the whole life on earth 
was this giving and breaking, consum- 
mated by his death ; (2) that the com- 
memorative part of the rite here eiyoined 
strictly depends upon the symbolic mean- 
ing, and that, for its fitness, upon the 
literal meaning. The commemoration is 
of Him, in so far as has come down 


into Time, and enacted the great acts of 
Redemption on this our world, — and shewn 
himself to us as living and speaking Man, 
an object of our personal love and afiec- 
tionate remembrance : — but the other and 
higher parts of the Sacrament have regard 
to the results of those same acts of Re- 
demption, as they are eternized in the 
counsels of the Father, — as the Lamb is 
slain from the foundation of the world 
(Rev. xiii. 8). 27. gave] He 

gave, not to each, but once for all ; in re- 
markable coincidence with Luke xxii, 17, 
take this and divide it amongst yourselves. 
This was after the meal was ended : like- 
wise also the cup after supper. (Luke 
and 1 Cor.) As remarked above, it is quite 
uncertain whether our Lord followed mi- 
nutely the Jewish practices, and we can- 
not tlierefore say whether the cup was one 
of wine and water mixed. It hardly fol- 
lows from the expression of ver. 29, of this 
fruit of the vine, that it was of unmixed 
wine. The word likewise (in Luke and 
1 Cor.) contains our details of taking and 
giving thanks in it. Brink ye all of 

it] Peculiar to Matthew, preserved how- 
ever in substance by Mark’s “ and they all 
drank of it. The all is remarkable, espe- 
cially with reference to the practice of the 
Church of Rome, which forbids the cup to 
the laity. Calvin remarks : “ Why did He 
simply command them to eat the bread, 
while of the cup He commanded them all 
to drink ? It is as if He had intended to 
anticij)ate the craft of Satan.” It is on 
all accounts probable, and this command 
confirms the probability, that Judas was 
present, and partook of both parts of this 
first communion. The expressions arc such 
throughout as to lead us to suppose that 
the same persons, the Twelve, were present. 
On the circumstance mentioned John xiii. 
30, which has mainly contributed to the 
other opinion, see note there. 28. for 
this is my blood of the [new] testament] 
8o St. Mark also, omitting /or and new. 
In Luke and 1 Cor. there is an important 
verbal difference. This cup is the new 
testament in my blood. But if we con- 
sider the matter closely, the real difference 
is but trifling, if any. Let us recur to the 
paschal rite. The lamb (Christ our pass- 
over) being killed, the blood (the blood of 
the covenant [testament], Exod. xxiv. 
8) is sprinkled on the doorposts, and is 
a sign to the destroying angel to spare 
the house. TTie blood of the covenant is 
the blood of the lamb. So also in th^j 
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o Jer. xxii. 81 . blood ® of the new] testament, which is shed Pfor many 
22.* remission of sins. 29 g^t I say unto you, I will 

not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father's king- 

^ omitted in many ancient OAithorities, or, being shed. 


new covenant. The hlood of the Lamb 
of God, slain for us, being not only, as in 
the former case, sprinkled on, but actually 
partaken spiritually and assimilated hy 
the faithful soul, is the hlood of the new 
covenant; and the sacramental cup, is, 
signifies, sets forth (1 Cor. xi. 26), this 
covenant in His bloody i. e. consisting in a 
participation in His blood. With this ex- 
planation let us recur to the words in our 
text. First it will be observed that there 
is not here that absolute assertion which 
*Hhi8 is My body** conveyed. It is not 
" this is my hlood ” absolutely. Wine, in 
generaly does not represent by itself the 
effects (on the creation) of the blood of 
Christ ; it, like every other nourishment of 
the body, is nourishment to us by and in 
Him, forasmuch as in Him all things con- 
sist ; but there is no peculiar propriety 
whereby it is to us his Blood alone. But 
it is m^e so hy a covenant office which it 
holds in his own declaration. Without 
shedding of blood, was no remission of sins 
under the old covenant: and blood was, 
throughout, the covenant sign of forgive- 
ness and acceptance. Now all this blood 
of sacrifice finds its true reality and fulfil- 
ment in the blood of Christ, shed for the 
remission of sins. This is the very pro- 
mise of the new covenant, see Heb. viii. 
8 — 13, as distinguished from the old : the 
remission of sins, once for all, — whereas 
the old had continual offerings, which 
could not do this, Heb. x. 3, 4. And of 
this remission, the result of the outpouring 
of the blood of Christ,— and most 
generally in bringing all creation into re- 
conciliation with the Father (see Col, i. 
20), — secondly and individually, in the 
application by faith of that blood to the 
beheving soul, — do the faithful in the 
Lord's Supper partake. which is [be- 
ing] shed for many {for you, Luke)] On 
the present participle, see above. The 
situation of the words in Luke is remark- 
able ; for the cup is the subject of the 
sentence, and the new testament the pre- 
dicate. See note there. many] See 

note, ch. xx. 28. Compare alw Heb. ix. 28. 

for the remission of sins] Peculiar 
to Matthew : see above. The connexion is 
not “ Drink it . for the remission of 
Mine/* In the Sacrament, not the forgive- 


ness of sins itself, but the refreshing and 
confirming assurance of that state cf for- 
giveness is conveyed. The disciples (with 
one exception) were clean before the insti- 
tution : John xiii. 10, 11. St. Paul, in 
1 Cor. xi. 25, repeats the Do this as oft as 
ye drink it in remembrance of Me. On 
the words as oft as ye drink it, see note 
there. In concluding this note, I will 

observe that it is not the office of a Com- 
mentator to enter the arena of controversy 
respecting transuhstantiation, further than 
by his interpretation bis opinions are made 
apparent. It will be seen how entirely op- 
posed to such a dogma is the *view above 
given of the Sacrament. Once introduce 
it, and it utterly destroys both the verity of 
Chrises Body, and the sacramental nature 
of the ordinance. That it lias done so, is 
proved (if further need be) by the mutila- 
tion of the Sacrament, and disobedience to 
the divine command, in the Church of 
Borne. See further notices of this in notes 
on 1 Cor. x. 16, and on John vi. 

29.] This declaration I believe to be dis- 
tinct from that in Luke xxii. 18. That 
was spoken over the first cup— this over 
one of the following. In addition to what 
has been said on Luke, we may observe, 
(1) that our Lord still calls the sacramental 
'cup the fruit of the vine, although by Him- 
self pronounced to be His Blood : (2) that 
these words carry on the meaning and. 
continuance of this eucbaristic ordinance, 
even into the new heavens and new earth. 
As Thiersch excellently says, “ The Lord's 
Supjier points not only to the past, but to 
the future also. It has not only a comme- 
morative, but also a prophetic meaning. In 
it we have not only to shew forth the Lord's 
death, until He come, hut we have also to 
think of the time when He shall come to 
celebrate his holy Supper with his own, 
new, in his Kingdom of Glory. Every 
celebration of the Lord's Supper is a fore- 
taste and prophetic anticipation of the great 
Marriage Supper which is prepared for the 
Church at the second appearing of Christ. 
This import of the Sacrament is declared 
in the words of the Lord, ‘ I will not drink 
henceforth, &c.' Tliese words ought never 
to be omitted in any liturgical form of ad- 
miuistering the Communion." 
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dom. And when they had sung an hymn, they went 
out into the mount of Olives. Then saith Jesus unto 
them. ‘1 All ve shall be offended because of me this night : <1 J»''" ^vi. si. 

f .Ti . ^ on. xl, tt. 

for it is written, ^ I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep r Zkch. xlil.7. 
of *the flock shall be scattered abroad. But after I am 
risen again, ®I will go before you into Galilee. Peter 
answered and said unto him, Though all meyi\ shall be 
offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 

34 Jesus said unto him. Verily I say unto thee. That this 
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 


^ not expressed in the original : it 
30 — 35.] Declabation that all 

SHOULD FOBSAKE HiM. CONFIDENCE OF 
Petee. Mark xiv. 26 — 31. See Luke 
xxii. 31 — 38 : John xiii. 36 — 38. Here, 
accurately speaking perhaps between sing- 
ing the hyn^n and going out^ come in the 
discourses and prayer of our Lord in 
John xiv., XV., xvi., xvii., spoken (see 
note on John xiv. 31) without change 
of place, in the supper-chamber. 

The hymn was in all jirobability the 
last part of that which the Jews called 
the Hallel, or great Hallel, which con- 
sisted of Psalms cxv. — cxviii. ; the for- 
mer part (Psalms cxiii. cxiv.) having 
been sung during the meal. It is un- 
likely that this took place after the 
solemn prayer in John xvii. 30. went 
out] St. Luke (ver. 39) adds as he was 
wont^^ — namely, every evening since his 
return to Jerusalem. 31.] All (em- 
phatic) ye seems to be used as distinguish- 
ing those present from the one, who had 
gone out. offended] The word is 

here used in a pregnant meaning, including 
what followed, — desertion, and, in one ease, 
denial. for it is written] This is a 
very important citation, and has been 
much misunderstood ; how much, may ap- 
pear from Grotius’s remark : that Zecha- 
riah’s words are not directly alluded to : 
nay, that in them rather is the saying used 
of some had shepherd. But, on the con- 
trary, if we examine Zech. xi., xii., xiii., 
we must I think come to the conclusion 
that the shepherd spoken of xi. 7 — 14, 
who is rejected and sold, who is said to 
have been pierced (xii. 10), is also spoken 
of in eh. xiii. 7. Stier has gone at length 
into the meaning of the whole prophecy, 
and especially that of the word ‘ my fellow,’ 
and shewn that the reference can be to no 
other tham the Messiah, 32.] In this 
announcement our Lord seems to have in 
mind the remainder of the verse in Zeeha- 
riah : ** and I will turn mine hand upon 


may mean, All [the disciples]. 

the little ones.” As this could not be 
died in any intelligible connexion with 
present circumstances, our Lord gives the 
announcement of its fulfilment, in a pro- 
mise to precede them (a pastoral office, see 
John x. 4) into Galilee, whither they should 
naturally return after the feast was over : 
see ch. xxviii. 7, 10, 16. 33.] Nothing 

can bear a greater impress of exactitude 
than this rej)ly. Peter had been before 
warned (sec note on Luke, vv. 31 — 34) ; 
and still remaining in the same spirit of 
self-confident attachment, now that he is 
included among the all, not specially 
addressed, — breaks out into this assevera- 
tion, which carries completely with it the 
testimony that it was not the first. Men do 
not bring themselves out so strongly, unless 
their fidelity has been previously attainted, 

34.] The very words in their order 
are, I doubt not, reported by St. Mark, — 
“ This day, even in this night, before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thriceT The contrast to Peter’s boast, and 
the climax, is in these words the strongest ; 
and the inference also comes out most 
clearly, that they likewise were not now 
said for the first time. T\\e first cock- 

crowing is at midnight ; but inasmuch as 
few hear it , — when the word is used gene- 
rally, we mean the second crowing, early 
in the morning, before dawn. If this view 
be taken, the cock -crowing and double cock- 
crowing amount to the same— only the 
latter is the more precise expression. It 
is most likely that Peter understood this 
expression as only a mark of time, and 
therefore received it, as when it was 
spoken before, as merely an expression of 
distrust on the Lord’s part; it was this 
solemn and circumstantial repetition of it 
which afterwards struck upon his mind, 
when the sign itself was literally fulfilled. 

A question has been raised whether 
cocks were usually kept or even allowed 
in Jerusdem. No such bird is mentioned 
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Peter said unto liim, Though I "^should die with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the dis- 
ciples. 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 


^ render, must. 


in the 0. T., and the Mischna states that 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the 
priests every where, kept no fowls, because 
they scratched up unclean worms. But 
the Talmud is here not consistent with 
itself : and Lightfoot brings forward a 
story which proves it. And there might 
be many kept by the resident Romans, 
over whom the Jews had no power. 

We must not overlook the spiritual para- 
bolic import of this warning. Peter stands 
here as a representative of all disciples who 
deny or forget Christ — and the watchful 
bird that cries in the night is that warning 
voice which ‘ speaketh once, yea twice,' to 
call them to repentance : see Rom. xiii. 
11, 12. 85.] This though I must again 

appears to have the precision of a repeated 
asseveration. St. Mark has the stronger 
expression he spake the more vehemently,* 
which even more clearly indicates that the 
die with thee was not now first said. The 
rest said it, but not so earnestly perhaps ; 
— at all events, Peter's confidence cast 
theirs into the shade. 

36—46,] Our Lord's agony at 
Gethsemane. Mark xiv. 32 — 42. Luke 
xxii. 39 — 46. John xviii. 1. The account 
of the temptation, and of the agony in 
Gethsemane is peculiar to the three first 
Evangelists. But it does not therefore 
follow that there is, in their narratives, 
any inconsistency with St. John's setting 
forth of the Person of Christ. For it 
must bo remembered, that, as we find in 
their accounts frequent manifestations of 
the divine nature, and indications of future 
glory, about, and during this conflict, — 
so in St. John's account, which brings out 
more the divine side of our Lord's working 
and speaking, we find frequent allusions to 
his human weakness and distress of spirit. 
For examples of the first, see vv. 13, 24, 29, 
32, 53, and the parallels in Mark and Luke ; 
and Luke xxii. 30, 32, 37, 43 ; of the latter, 
John xii. 27 ; xiii. 21 ; xiv. 30 ; xvi. 32. 

The right understanding of the 
whole important narration must be ac- 
quired by bearing in mind the reality of 
the manhood of our Lord, in all its abase- 
ment and weakness : — ^by following out in 
Him the analogy which pervades the 
characteristics of human suffering — the 
strength of the resolved spirit, and calm 


of the resigned will, continually broken in 
upon by the inward giving way of human 
feebleness, and limited power of endurance. 
But as in us, so in the Lord, these seasons 
of dread and conflict stir not the ruling 
will, alter not the firm resolve. This is 
most manifest in His first prayer — if it he 
possible — ‘if consistent with that work 
which I have covenanted to do.' Here is 
the reserve of the will to suffer — it is 
never stirred (see below). The conflict 
however of the Lord differs from ours in 
this, — that in us, the ruling will itself is 
hut a phase of our human wilj, and may 
be and is often carried away by the excess 
of depression and suffering; whereas in 
Sim it was the divine Personality in 
which the higher Will of the covenant 
purpose was eternally fixed, — struggling 
with the flesh now overwhelmed with an 
horrible dread, and striving to escape 
away (see the whole of Ps. Iv.). Besides 
that, by that uplifting into a superhuman 
circle of Knowledge, with which the in- 
dwelling of the Godhead endowed His 
humanity, His flesh, with all its capacities 
and apprehensions, was brought at once 
into immediate and simultaneous contact 
with every circumstance of horror and 
pain that awaited Him (John xviii. 4), 
which is never the case with us. Not 
only are the objects of dread gradually 
unveiled to our minds, but hope is ever 
suggesting that things may not be so bad 
as our fears represent them. Then we 
must not forget, that as the fiesh gave 
way under dread of suffering, so the human 
soul was troubled with all the attendant 
circumstances of that suffering — betrayal, 
desertion, shame (see Ps. Iv. again, vv. 
12—14, 20, 21 ; xxxviii. 11, 12; Ixxxviii. 
al.). Nor again must we pass over the 
last and deepest mystery of the Passion — 
the consideration, that upon the holy and 
innocent Lamb of God rested the burden 
of all human sin— that to Him, death, as 
the punishment of sin, bore a dark and 
dreadful meaning, inconceivable by any of 
us, whose inner will is tainted by the love 
of sin. See on this part of the ^deemer's 
t^ny, Ps. xl. 12; xxxviii. 1 — 10. See 
also as a comment on the whole, Heb. v. 
7 — 10, and notes there. The three 
accounts do not dfiffer in any important 
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Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples^ Sit ye here, 
while I g(^ and pray yonder. ^7 And he took with him 
Peter and Hhe two sons of Zebedee, and began to betch.iv.21. 
sorrowful and very heavy, Then saith he unto them, 

“My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry 2 ^ 
ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little 


particulars. St. Luke merely gives a general 
summary of the Lord's prayers and his say- 
ings to the disciples, but inserts (see below) 
two details not found in the others. St. 
Mark's account and St. Matthew's are very 
nearly related, and have evidently sprung 
from the same source. 36.] St. Mark 
alone, besides our account, mentions the 
name of the place — St. Luke merely calls 
it “ the flacey* in allusion to “ as he was 
wont ” before. St. John informs us that it 
was a garden. The name signifies ‘ an oil 
press.* It was, at the foot of the Mount 
of Olives, in 'the valley of the Kedron, the 
other side of the brook from the city 
(John xviii. 1). while I go and pray] 
Such is the name which our Lord gives 
to that which was coming upon Him, in 
speaking to the Eight who were not to 
witness it. All conflict of the holy soul is 
prayer : all its struggles are continued 
communion with God. In Gen. xxii. 5, 
when Abraham's faith was to be put to so 
sore a trial, ho says, ‘I and the lad will 
go yonder and worship* Our Lord (almost 
on the same spot) unites in Himself, as the 
priest and victim, as Stier strikingly re- 
marks, Abraham's Faith and Isaac's Pa- 
tience. yonder — probably some spot 

deeper in the garden's shade. At this 
time the gorge of the Kedron would he 
partly in the moonlight, partly shaded by 
the rocks and buildings of the opposite 
side. It may have been from the moon- 
light into the shade that our Lord retired 
to pray. 37.] These three — Peter, 

the foremost in attachment, and profession 
of it — the two sons of Zebedee, who were 
to drink of the cup that He drank of — He 
takes with Him, not only nor principally 
as witnesses of his trial — this indeed, in 
the full sense, they were not — but as a 
consolation to Him in that dreadful hour 
— to ‘ watch with Him.' In this too they 
failed — yet from his returning to them 
between his times of prayer, it is manifest 
that, in the abasement .of his humanity. 
He regarded them as some comfort to him. 
**In great trials we love solitude, but to 
have friends near." Bengel. he began 
— not merely idiomatic here — began, as Se 
had never done before. to be sorrow- 
ful] sore amazedy Mark. very heavy] 


literally, as generally interpreted, utterly 
prostrate with grief. 38.] Our Lord's 
whole inmost life must have been one of 
continued trouble of Spirit — He was a 
man of sorrows y and acquainted with grief 
— but there was an extremity of anguish 
now, reaching even to the utmost limit of 
endurance^ so that it seemed that more 
would be death itself. The expression is 
said to be proverbial (see Jonah iv. 9) : 
hut we must remember that though with 
us meuy who see from below, proverbs are 
merely bold guesses at truth, — with Himy 
who sees from above, they are the truth 
itself in its very purest form. So that 
although when used by a many a prover- 
bial expression is not to be pressed to 
literal exaetitude, — when used by our 
Lordy it is, just because it is a proverb, to 
be searched into and dwelt on all the 
more. The expression my soul, in 

this sense, spoken by our Lord, is only 
found besides in John xii. 27. It is the 
human soul, the seat of the affections and 
passions, which is troubled with the an- 
guish of the body ; and it is distinguished 
from the spirit, the higher spiritual being. 
Our Lord's soul was crushed down even to 
death by the weight of that anguish which 
lay upon Him — and that literally — so that 
He (as regards his humanity) would have 
died, had not strength {bodily strength, 
upholding his human frame) been minis- 
tered from on high by an angel (see note 
on Luke xxii. 43). watch with me] 
not pray with me, for in that work the 
Mediator must be alone ; but (see above) 
watch with Me — ^just (if we may compare 
our weakness with His) as we derive com- 
fort in the midst of a terrible storm, from 
knowing that some are awake and with us, 
even though their presence is no real safe- 
guard. 39.] went a little farther 

(Matt., Mark) : was withdrawn from 
them about a stone*s ca^t, Luke, who in 
this description is the more precise. The 
verb, in the original, implies something 
more than mere removal from them — 
something of the reluctance of parting. 

The distance would be veiy small, 
not above forty or fifty yards. Hence 
the disciples might well catch the lead- 
ing wor^ of our Lord's prayers, before 
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wJohnxii:27. farther, and fell on his face, and "" prayed, saying, 0 my 
xch.xx.22. Father, if it be possible, *let this cup pass from me: 

nevertheless ^ not as I will, but as thou wilt, And he 
xv.^ 8 . Phil. unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and 


saith xmto Peter, What, 
z Eph. Vi. 18. hour ? * W atch and 

drowsiness overpowered them. Luke has 
however only kneeled down, which is 
not so full as our account. prayed] 

Stier finely remarks : ‘ This was in truth 
a different prayer from that which went 
before, which John has recorded.^ But 
still in the same spirit, uttered by the 
same Son of God and Redeemer of men. 
The glorifying (John xvii. 1) begins with 
suffering, as the previous words, the hour 
IS come, might lead us to expect. The 
‘ power over all flesh ’ shews itself first as 
power of the conflicting and victorious 
spirit over his own flesh, by virtue of 
which He is ' one of us.^ St. Mark 

expresses the substance of the prayer, and 
interprets cv^ by hour. St. Luke’s report 
differs only in verbal expression from St. 
Matthew’s. In the address, we have here 
and in Luke Father — in Mark Ahha, 
Father. In all, and in the prayer itself, 
there is the deepest feeling and apprehen- 
sion in the Redeemer’s soul of his Son- 
ship and the unity of the Father — the 
most entire and holy submission to His 
Will. We must not for a moment think 
of the Father’s wrath abiding on Him 
as the cause of his suffering. Here is 
no fear of wrath, — but, in the depth of 
His human anguish, the very tenderness 
of filial love. 

The variation in Mark and Luke in the 
substance of the prayer, though slight, is 
worthy of remark. if it be possible, 
— all things are possible with thee, — if 
thou be willing. All these three find their 
union in one and the same inward feeling. 
That in the text expresses, ‘ If, within the 
limits of thy holy will, this may be — that 
in Mark, ^All things are (absolutely) pos- 
sible to Thee — Thou canst therefore — but 
not what I will, but what thou wilt :* — 
that in Luke, ‘If it be thy will to re- 
move, &c. (Thou canst) : but not my will, 
but thine be done.’ The very words used 
by our Lord, the Holy Spirit has not seen 
fit to give us; shewing us, even in this 
solemn instance, the comparative indif- 
ference of the letter, when we have the 
inner spirit. That our Lord should have 
uttered all three forms of the prayer, is 
not for a moment to be thought of; and 
such a view could only spring out of the 


could ye not watch with me one 
pray, that ye enter not into temp- 

most petty and unworthy appreciation of 
the purpose of Scripture narrative, 
pass from me] as we should say of a 
threatening cloud, ‘It has gone over.* 
But what is the cup or hour, of which our 
Lord here prays that it may pass by 1 
Certainly, not the mere present feebleness 
and prostration of the bodily frame ; not 
any mere section of his sufferings — but 
the whole — the betrayal, the trial, the 
mocking, the scourging, the cross, the 
grave, and all besides which our thoughts 
cannot reach. Of this all. His soul, in 
humble subjection to the Higher Will, 
which was absolutely united and harmo- 
nious with the Will of the Father, prays 
that if possible it may pass over. And 
this prayer was heard — see Heb. v. 7 — 
“ in that he feared ” — on account of His 
pious resignation to the Father’s will, or 
on the ground of it, so that it prevailed — 
He was strengthened from Heaven. He 
did indeed drink the cup to the dregs — 
but He was enabled to do it, and this 
strengthening was the answer to his prayer. 

nevertheless not as I will . . . . ] 
The Monothelite heresy, which held but 
one will in the Lord Jesus, is here plainly 
convicted of error. The distinction is 
clear, and marked by our Lord Himself. 
In His human soul. He willed to be freed 
from the dreadful things before Him — but 
this human will was overruled by the 
inner and divine purpose — the Will at 
unity with the Father’s will. 

40.] St. Mark agrees, except in relating the 
beginning of the address in the singular — 
— no doubt accurately— for it was Peter 
(“ Simon, who was no Peter on this occa- 
sion,” Stier), who had pledged himself to 
go with Him to prison and death. 

The question is literally could ye thus not 
Watch. . .? — \t\mpX\ii^ih.Q\Yutterinability, 
as shewn by their present state of slumber. 
Are ye so entirely unable, &c. one 
hour need not imply that bur Lord had 
been absent a whole hour : — if it is to be 
taken in any close meaning, it would be 
that the whole trial would last about that 
time. But most likely it is in allusion 
to the time of our Lord’s trial, so often 
called by that name. 41.] St. Luke gives 
this command at the beginning and end 
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tation : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

He W(fnt away again the second time, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if this cuj}\ may not pass away 
\jifrom ine\ except I drink it, thy will be done. ^^And 
he* came and found them asleep again : for their eyes were 
heavy. ^ And he left them, and went away again, and 
prayed [y the third time], saying the same words. Then 
comcth he to his disciples, and saith unto them. Sleep on 
now, and take your rest : behold, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Rise, let us be going : behold, he is at hand that doth 


betray me. 

^ omit. * omit. ‘ * 

of the whole; hut his account is manifestly 
only a compendium, and not to be j^ressed 
chronologically. The command has respect 
to the immediate trial which was about to 
try them, and (for watch is a word of 
hahit, not merely, as arise Eph.>.v. 15, 
or awake to riffhteonsness 1 CorJ xv. 
JVi, one of immediate import) also to the 
general dtiig of all disciples in all time. 

enter into temptation is not to come 
into temptation merely, to be tempted : 
this lies not in our own power to avoid, 
and its happening is rather joy than sor- 
row to us — see James i. 2, where the word 
is *‘ fall into ” — but it implies an entering 
into temptation with the will, and enter- 
taining of the temptation. Comjiare ^fall 
into temptation** used in this sense, 1 Tim. 
vi. 9. the spirit . . .] I cannot doubt 
that this is said by our Lord in its most gene- 
ral meaning, and that He himself is included 
in it. At that moment He was giving as 
high and pre-eminent an example of its 
truth, as the disciples were affording a low 
and ignoble one. He, in the willingness 
of the spirit — yielding Himself to the 
Father’s will to sutler and die, but weighed 
down by the weakness of the flesh : they, 
having professed, and really having, a will- 
ing spirit to suffer with Him, but, even in 
the one hour’s watching, overcome by the 
burden of drowsiness. Observe it is here 
spirit, not soul ; and compare ver. 38 and 
note. To enter further into the depths of 
this assertion of our Lord would carry us 
beyond the limits of annotation: but see 
Stier’s remarks, vi. 237 — 242. 42.] 

St. Mark merely says of this second prayer, 
*^he ... spake the same words.** St. Luke 
gives it as prayed more earnestly ** — 
and relates in Edition, tliat His sweat was 
like the fall of drops of blood on the 
ground : see notes on Luke xxii. 44. At 
VOL. 1. 


y omitted hy many ancient authorities. 

what precise time the angel appeared to 
Him is uncertain : I should be inclined to 
think, after the first prayer, before He 
came to his discijdes. The words are 

not exactly the same : the Lord knew 
that the Father always heard Him (John 
xi. 42) ; and therefore He understands the 
continuance of His trial as the answer to 
His last words, as Thou wilt.” Stier. 
Here therefore the prayer is If it be not 
possible .... thy will be done. It is 
spoken in the fulness of self-resignation. 

43.] St. Mark adds, and it is a note 
of accuracy, neither tvist they ichat to an- 
swer him.** 44.] the same, viz. as the last. 
This tliird. prayer is merely indicated in 
Mark, by -.‘//’e? cometh the third time,** on 
our Lord’s return. 45, 46.] The clause 
Sleep on now, &c., has been variously un- 
derstood. To take it interrogatively (“ are 
ye sleeping** i.fc.?), does not improve the 
sense, and makes an unnatural break in the 
sentence, which proceeds indicatively after- 
w^ards. It seems to me that there can be but 
two ways of interpreting it — and both with 
an imperative construction. (1) Either it 
was said bona fide, — ‘Since ye are not able 
to watch with Me, now ye may sleep on — 
for my hour is come, and I am about to be 
taken from you ’ — which sense however is 
precluded by the “ Hise, let us be going ” 
below : or (2) it was said with an under- 
standing of ‘ if you can,* as Bengel ; if you 
hear not Me arousing you, there wdU 
speedily come others who will arouse you. 
“ Meanwhile, sleep, if ye will.” behold, 
the hour is at hand] “ it is enough, the hour 
is comp,** enough* — enough of 
reproof to them for drowsiness — enough of 
exhortations to watch and pray — that was 
now coming which would cut all this short. 
This first behold is hardly to be taken 
literally of the appearance of Judas and 
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ft Acta j. 10 . 4^7 And ® while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 

came, and with him a great multitude with 8\^ords and 
staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 

Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying. 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he : hold him last. 


b 2 Sam. xx.9. 
c I's. xli. 0 : Iv 
18 . 


And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master ; 
• ^ and kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, ® * Friend, 


* or, Comrade, it is Vie same word as in ch. xi. 16; xx. 13; xxii. 12: but 
not the same as in John xi. 11 ; xv. 13, 14, 15. 


his hand ; it merely announces the ap- 
proach of the houTy of which the Lord 
liad so often spoken : but at the utterance 
of the second, it seems that they were in 
sight, and that may he taken literally. 

This expression, into the hands of sinners, 
should be noticed, as an echo of the 
Redeemer’s anguish — it was the contact 
with sin, — and death, the wages of sin , — 
which all through His trial pressed heavily 
on His soul. 

47—66.] Beteayal and appkehen- 
BION OF Jesus. Mark xiv. 43 — 52. Luke 
xxii. 47 — 53. Johnxviii. 2 — 11. St. Mark’s 
account has evidently been derived from the 
same source originally as St. Matthew’s, but 
both had gained some important additions 
before they were finally committed to writ- 
ing. St. Luke’s is, as before, an abridged 
narrative, but abounding \^h new circum- 
stances not related by the others. St. J ohn’s 
account is at first sight very dissimilar from 
either ; see text above cited, and notes 
there. It may suffice now to say, that all 
which St. John, vv. 4 — 9, relates, must have 
happened on the first approach of the hand 
— and is connected with our Eise, let ms 
he going y Some particulars also must 
have happened, which are omitted by all : 
viz. the rejoining of the eight apostles {not 
alluded to in Luke, ver. 46, as Greswell sup- 
poses), and the preparing them for what 
was about to take place. On the other 
hand, John gives a hint that something 
had been passing in tlie garden, by his 
“ went forth,” ver. 4. The two first Evan- 
gelists were evidently unaware of any such 
matter as that related by St. John, for they 
(Matt. ver. 49 : Mark ver. 45) introduce 
the Kiss by a ** forthwith” 47.] 

Judas is specified as “ one of the Twelve,” 
probably because the appellation, as con- 
nected with this part of his history, had 
become the usual one— thus we have in 
Luke “ he that was called Judas, one of 
the Twelve ” — fuller still. To the read^, 
this specification is not without meping, 
though that meaning may not have ''been 
intended. a great multitude] con- 


sisting of (1) a detachment of the Roman 
cohort which was quartered in the tower 
of Antonia during the feast in case of an 
uproar, called the band, John vv. 3, 12. 
(2) The servants of the council, the same 
as the captains of the temple, Luke ver. 
52. (3) Servants and others deputed from 

the high priest to assist, see our ver. 51. 
(4) Possibly, if the words are to he taken 
exactly (Luke ver. 52), some of the chief 
priests and elders themselves, forward in 
zeal and enmity. There is nothing im- 
probable in this, seeing that we have these 
persons mixing among the multitude and 
stirring them up to demand the crucifixion 
of Jesus afterwards. staves] any 

tumultuary weai)ons. The intention of the 
chief priests evidently was to produce an 
impression to the effect that a seditious 
plot was to be crushed, and resistance 
might be exjKicted. John mentions also 
lanterns and torches — to search perhaps in 
the dark parts of the garden, most of 
which would by this time be in the shade. 

48.] gave them a sign ; — when is not 
stated. On St. Mark’s addition, ^^and lead 
him away safely,” see notes there. 49.] 
forthwith — see above on ver. 47. The^wr- 
pose of the kiss, supposing it to have taken 
place after John vv. 4 — 8, (and it is surely 
out of the question to suppose it to have 
taken place before, contrary to the plain 
meaning of John ver. 4,) has been doubted. 
Yet I think on a review of what had hap- 
pened, it is very intelligible — not perhaps 
as some have supposed, to shew that Jesus 
could be approached with safety — but at 
all events as the sign agreed on with the 
Roman soldiers, who probably did not per- 
sonally know Him, and who besides would 
have had their orders from the city, to 
take Him whom Judas should kiss. Thus 
the kiss would he necessary in the course 
of their military duty, as their authoriza- 
tion, — notwithstanding the previous decla- 
ration by Jesus of Himself. The word in 
the original implies, * kissed him eagerly,’ 
with ostentation, as a studied and pre- 
arranged sign. 60.] In Luke we have 
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wherefore art thou come ? Then came they, and laid 
hands on* Jesus, and took him. And, behold, one of 
them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and 
drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest’s, 
and smote off his ear. Then said Jesus unto him. Put 
up again thy sword into his place : ‘^for all they that take dGen.ix.e. 
the sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall 
8- presently give me ® more than twelve legions of angels ? e 2 ^Kin^ vi j;. 

a One of theses or 'presently f should he omitted. The word is read by 

some authorities in the former clausey by some in the latter : but by none in both. 


JudaSy betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kissV^ — which sense is involved in 
the text also : that variation shewing per- 
haps that one of the accounts is not from 
an eye-witness. Friend — see ch. xxii. 

12 and nott^ It is more than doubtful 
whether the words that follow can pro- 
perly be rendered as a question. More 
likely do they mean, Friend, there needs 
not this shew of attachment : I know 
thine errand, — do thy purpose.’^ But the 
command itself is suppressed. On any un- 
derstanding of the words, it is an appeal 
to the conscience and heart of Judas, in 
which sense (see above) it agrees with 
the words spoken in Luke : — see note 
there. The fact that at this period our 
Lord was laid hold of and secured (by hand 
— not yet bound) by the band, is imi)or- 
tant, as interpreting St. Luke’s account 
further on. 51.] The one of them . . . 
was Peter ; — John ver. 10. Why he was 
not mentioned, is idle to eiupiire : one 
supposition only must be avoided — that 
there is any purpose in the omission. It 
is absurd to suppose that the mention of 
Ids name in a book current only among 
Christians, many years after the fact, 
could lead to his apprehension, which did 
not take place at the timcy although he 
was recognized as the striker in the palace 
of the High Priest, John ver. 26. The real 
reason of the non -apprehension was that 
the servant was healed by the Lord. 

This is the first opposition to ‘ Thy will be 
done.’ St. Luke expresses it, that they saw 
what would happen — and asked, ‘Lord, 
shall we smite with the sword?’ Then, 
while the other (for there were but two 
swords in the company) was waiting for 
the reply, the rash Peter, in the very 
spirit of ch. xvi. 22, smote with the sword 
— the weapon of the flesh : — an outbreak 
of the natural man no less noticeable than 
that more-noticed one which followed be- 
fore morning. AU four Evangelists 


agree in this account. Luke and John 
are most exact — the latter giving the 
name of the slave, — Malchus. The 

aim was a deadly one, and Peter narrowly 
eacajxid being one who had committed 
murder in the insurrection,** From Luke, 
ver. 51, we learn that our Lord said “ Suf- 
fer ye thus far** (on the meaning of which 
see note ther^, touched the ear, and healed 
it. 62.] thy sword— not mincy nor 

on my side. his place = “ the sheath** 
John. The sheath is the place for the 
Christianas sword — “a sword out of its 
sheath is not in its place, unless as minis- 
tering to the divine anger,” Bengel; see 
note on Luke xxii. 36. Our Lord does 
not say ‘ Cast away thy sword only in 
His willing self-sacrifice, and in that king- 
dom which is to be evolved from his work 
of redemption, is the sword altogether out 
of place. for all &c.] Peculiar to Mat- 
thew. There is no allusion, as Grotius and 
some of the ancients thought, to the Jews 
perishing by the Homan sword : for the 
very persons who were now taking Him 
were Romans, The saying is general — 
and the stress is on take — it was this that 
Peter was doing — ‘ taking up the sword ’ 
of his own will ; taking that vengeance 
which belongs to God, into his own hand. 

shall perish with the sword is . a 
command; not merely a future, but an 
i'mperative future; a repetition by the 
Lord in this solemn moment of Gen. ix. 6. 
This should be thought of by those well- 
meaning but shallow persons, who seek to 
abolish the punishment of death in Chris- 
tian states. John adds the words 

“ the cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it ?” on which see notes 
there. 63, 64 are peculiar to Matthew. 

68.] The Majesty of our Lord, and 
Hia. Patience, are both shewn here, 
twelve— not perhaps so much from the 
number of the apostles, who were now 
“ the eleven,** but from that of the thm 
% 
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”ver u4.'Luke shall tliG scriptupes be fulfilled, ^that thus 

^xiv. 25 . 44 , must be ? In that same hour said J esus to the mul- 
titudes, Are ye come out as against ^ a thief with swords 
and staves for to take me ? I sat daily with you teaching 
in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. But all this 
^tvas done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be 
fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him and fled. 

And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to 
Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders 
were assembled. But Peter followed him afar off unto 


^ render, a robber. 

company, viz. the Lord and the clev(‘n. 

legions — because tliey were Homan 
soldiers who were taking Him. The com- 
plement of the legion was about 0000 men. 
The power implied in thinkest thou that I 
cannot, shews the entire and continued 
free self-resignation of the Lord through- 
out — and carries on the same truth as He 
expressed John x. 18. 54.] how then 

— considering that this is so, that I volun- 
tarily abstain from invoking such heavenly 
aid,— shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that 
thus it must be, if thou in thy rashness 
uscst the help of fleshly weapons ? 

56.] St. Mark begins this with an ansivered 
— it was an answer to their actions, not 
to their words. St. Luke, here minutely 
accurate, informs us that it was to the 
chief priests and captains of the temple 
and elders, that our Lord said this. 

In his submission to be reckoned 
among the transgressors, our Lord yet 
protests against any suspicion that He 
could act as such. sat (Matt, only) 

to indicate complete quiet and freedom 
from attack. daily — during the week 

past, and perhaps at other similar times. 

sat teaching is the greatest possible 
contrast to a thief and robber. 66.] 

It is doubted whether these words are a con- 
tinuation of our Lord’s speech, or a remark 
inserted by St. Matthew. The use of “ all 
dhis was (is) done** in this Gospel would 
lead us to the latter conclusion : but when 
we reflect tliat thus our Lord’s speech 
would lose all its completeness, and that St. 
Mark gives in different words the speech 
going on to this same purport, we must I 
think decide for the other view. Besides, 
if the remark were St. Matthew’s, we should 
expect some particular citation, as is else- 
where his practice : see ch. i. 22 ; xxi. 4. 
Mark gives it elliptically, hut (so literally) 
that me ' scriptures might he futflled.** 
Tlie Passion and Death of Christ were 


® render, 18 doilG. 

especially the fulfilment of the Scriptures. 
In this they all found their central point. 
Com])are his dying words on the Cross, — 
It is fnished, — with this his assertion. 
On the addition in Luke, sec note there. 

Then all] Some of them did not 
flee far. Peter and John went after Him 
to the palace of the High IViest ; John, ver. 
15. On the additional circumstance in 
Mark, ver. 51, see note there. 

57—68.] Heaiung beeore CAiArnAS. 
Mark xiv. 53 — 65. [Luke xxii. 54, 63 — 
65.] John xviii. 24. Previous to this took 
))lace a hearing before Annas, the real 
High Priest (see note on Luke iii. 2), to 
whom the Jews took Jesus first; — who 
enquired of Him about his disciples and 
his teaching (John vv. 19 — 23), and then 
(ver. 21) sent Him bound to Caiaphas. 
Only John, ivho followed, relates tliis first 
hearing. See notes on John vv. 12 — 24, 
where this view is maintained. It may 
be sufficient here just to indicate the 
essential differences between that hearing 
and this. On that occasion no witnesses 
were required, for it was merely a private 
unofticial audience. 'J’hen the High Priest 
questioned and our Lord replied : whereas 
now, under false witness and reproach. 
He (as before Herod) is silent. 

57. Caiaphas the high priest] He was 
High Priest of that gear, Annas having 
bc(;n deposed, and since then the High 
Priests having been frequently changed by 
the Homan governors. where the 

scribes . . .] Probably they had assembled 
by a preconcerted design, expecting their 
prisoner. This was a meeting of the San- 
hedrim, but not the regular assembly, 
which condemned him and handed Him 
over to Pilate. That took place in the 
morning, Luke xxii. 66 — 71 (where see 
note). We have not. herq the naore 
complete detail of John xviii. 15 — 19. The 
palace is one and the same great building. 
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the high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with the 
servants, to see the end. Now the chief priests, and 
elders,] and all the council, sought false witness against 
Jesus, to put him to death ; ® but found none : yea, though, 

^niUny fake witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last 

came ^ two false witnesses, and said, This \}feUo^v] said, h Deut^xi^is. 

^ I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in i cli. xxvii. 40. 

_ John ii. 10, 

three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto 
him, Answerest thou nothing ? what is it which these ^ 12. 

witness against thee? But ^ Jesus held his peace. 1 BL*t* Lev. V. 1, 
And the high Spriest answered and said unto him, I 
adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether Jxiv^''so‘f ’ 
tliou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto 

. 10. 

him. Thou hast said : nevertheless I say unto you, S Here- le^^iieV! I’?. 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities. 

® read, but found none, even though many false witnesses came. 

^ not ex 2 )ressed in the original. Better, This man, as in eh, xxvii, 47. 

& render, Henceforth. 


in which both Annas and Caiaphas lived. 
This is evident from a comparison of the 
narratives of Peter’s denial : see below. 
The circumstance of a fire bein^ lij^hted 
and the servants sitting round it, men- 
tioned l\v the other three Evangelists, is 
here omitted. 69. false witness] 

As they thought, evidence, but in reality, 
false witness,” Euthymius. But is this 
quite implied ? Is it not the intention of 
the Evangelist to represent that they 
sought false witness, not that they would 
not take true if they could get it, but that 
they knew it ivas not to he had ? 

This hearing is altogether omitted in 
Luke, and only the indignities following 
related, vv. 65. 60.] found they 

none, i. e. sufficient for tln^ purpose, or 
perhaps, consistent with itself. See note 
on Mark ver. 56. 61.] Sec ch. xxvii. 

40 : tlie false witness consisted in giving 
that sense to Ills loords, which it appears 
by ch. xxvii. 63 they kneio they did not 
hear. There is perhaps a trace, in the 
different reports of Matt, and Mark, of the 
discrepancy between the witnesses. There 
is considerable difference between the words 
attributed to Him here, and there. 

The instance likewise of his zeal ybr the 
honour of the temple, which Inid so lately 
occurred, might tend to perplex the evi- 
dence produced to the contrary. 63.] 

Better rendered. Dost thou not answer 
what it is which these testily against 
thee! i.e. wilt thou give no explanation 


of the words alleged to have been used by 
thee F Our Lord was silent ; for in an- 
swering He must have opened to them the 
meaning of these his words, which was not 
the work of this His hour, nor fitting for 
that audience. 63.] See Levit. v. 1, 

I adjure thee, ‘I ymt thee under an 
oath,’ the form of which follows. The junc- 
tion of the Son of God with tlis Christ must 
not be pressed beyond tlie meaning which 
Oaiaphas probably assigned to it — viz. the 
title given to the Messiah from the pur- 
port of the prophecies respecting Him. 
It is however a very different thing when 
our Lord by His answer affirms this, and 
invests the words with their fullest mean- 
ing and dignity. 64.] By Thou hast 
said, more may perha})s be implieil than by 
St. Mark’s “ I am that is a simple asser- 
tion : this may refer to the convictions 
and ad/missions of Caiaphas (see John xi. 
49). But this is somewhat doubtful. Tlie 
expression is only used here and in ver. 35 ; 
and there does not appear to be any refer- 
ence in it, as said to Judas, to any previous 
admission of his. nevertheless — i. e. 

‘ there shall he a sign of the truth of what 
I say, over and above this confession of 
Mine: Henceforth— the glorification 

of Christ is by Himself said to begin with 
his betrayal, see John xiii. 31 : from this 
time — from the ac(;omplishment or this 
trial now proceeding. In what follows, 
the whole process of the triumph of the 
Lord Jesus even till its end is coiitaiued. 
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*‘Act 8 vi/; 65 . y® ®®® of ” sitting on the right 

hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

° Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath 
spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of wit- 
nesses ? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. 
pLev.ixiv.i6. think ye? They answered and said, p He is 

guilty of death. q Then did they spit in his face, and 
buffeted him ; and others smote him with the palms of 
their hands], saying. Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, 
Who is he that smote thee ? 

Xow Peter sat without in i the palace : and a damsel 
came unto him, saying. Thou also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee. But he denied before them all, saying, I know 
not what thou sayest. And when he was gone out into 
the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that 
were there, This \ffellotv] was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 
72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the 
man. 73 ^nd after a while came unto him they that stood 
by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them ; 
for thy speech ^bewrayeth thee. 74^ Then began he to 
curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And 
immediately the cock crew. 75 Peter remembered 
rver.84. word of Jcsus, which said [“unto him], ^Before the 

^ not necessarily implied in the tvord ; see note, 

^ render, the hall. 

^ better, This man : see on ver. 61. 

* 1 literally, maketh thee manifest. 

“ omitted by many am-ient authorities. 

The shall ye see is to the council, the re> Luke xxii. 66 — 71. 67.] Luke gives 

presentatives of the chosen people, so soon these indignities, and in the same place as 
to be judged hy Him to whom all judg- here, adding, what indeed might have been 
ment is committed — the power in contrast suspected, that it was not the members of 
to his present weakness— sitting— even as the Sanhedrim, but the men who held 
they now sat to judge Him ; and the Jesus in custody, who inflicted them on 
coming in the clouds of heaven (see Dan. Him. Tile word rendered buffeted 

vii. 37) looks onward to the awful time of means to strike with the fist. The 

the end, w^hen every eye shall see Him. following verb (smote him) is, generally, 
66 .] In licvit. xxi. 10 (see also to strike a fiat blow with the back of the 
Levit. X. 6) the High Priest is ordered hand — but also, and probably here, since 
not to rend his clothes; but that appears another set of persons are described as do- 
to apply only to mourning for the dead, iiig it, to strike with a staff. 

In 1 Macc. xi. 71, and in Josephus, B. J. 69—75.] Our Lord is thrice de- 
ii. 15. 4, we have instances of High Priests nied by Peter. Mark xiv. 66—72. 
rending their clothes. On rending the Luke xxii. 56 — 62. John xviii. 17, 18, 
clothe at hearing blasphemy, see 2 Kings 25—27. This narrative furnishes one of 
xviii. 37. 66.] This was not a formal the clearest instances of the entire inde- 

condemnation, but only a previous vote or pendency of the four Gospels of one an- 
expression of opinion. That took place in other. In it, they all differ ; and, sup- 
the morning, see ch. xxvii. 1, and especially posing the denial to have t^en place 
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cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, 

thrice, and only thrice, cannot be literally serve to shew what the agreements are, 
harmonized. The following table may and what the differences : — 


• 

MATTHEW. 

MAHK. 

LUKE. 

JOHN, 

1st 

denial. 

Sitting in the 
hall without, is 
charged by a maid 
servant with hav- 
ing been with Jesus 
the Oiililaean. ‘ I 
know not what thou 
sayest.’ 

Warming him- 
self in the hall be- 
low, — &c. as Matt. 
— goes out into 
the vestibule — cock 
crows. ‘ I know 
not, neither under- 
stand what thou 
sayest.’ 

Sitting by the 
fire is recognized 
by the maid and 
charged — replies, 

‘ Woman, I know 
Him not.’ 

Is recognized by 
the porteress on 
being introduced 
by the other dis- 
ciple. ‘ Art not 
thou also one of 
this man’s disci- 
ples ? ’ He saith, 

‘ I am not.’ 

2nd 

denial. 

He has gone out 
into the porch — 
another maid sees 
him. ‘ This man 
also was with Jesus 
of 'Naz.’ He de- 
nies with an oath, 

‘ I do not know the 
man.’ 

The same maid 
(possibly : but see 
note, next page, col. 
1, line 26) sees him 
again, and says, 

‘ This man is of 
them.’ He denies 
again. 

Another (but a 
male servant) says, 
‘Thou also art of 
them.’ Peter said, 

‘ Man, I am not.’ 

Is standing and 
wanning himself. 
They said to him, 
‘Art not thou also 
of His disciples ? ’ 
He denied, and 
said, ‘ I am not.’ 

3rd 

denial. 

After a little 
while, the stand - 
ers-by say, * Surely 
thou art of them ; 
for thy dialect be- 
trayeth thee.’ He 
began to curse and ’ 
to swear : * I know 
not the man.’ 

As Matth. 

‘ Surely thou art 
of them : for thou 
art also a Gali- 
laean.’ 

After about an 
hour, another per- 
sisted saying, ‘Truly 
this man was with 
Him, for he is a 
Galilman.’ Peter 
said, ‘ Man, I know 
not what thou say- 
est.’ 

One of the slaves 
of the High Priest, 
his kinsman whose 
ear Peter cut off, 
says, ‘ Did I not 
see thee in the gar- 
den wdth Him ? ’ 
Peter then denied 
again. 

1 

Immediately the 
cock crew, and 
Peter remembered, 
&c. — and going out 
he wept bitterly. 

A second time 
the cock crew, and 
Peter remembered, 
&c. — and when he 
thought thereon he 
wept. 

Immediately while 
he was yet speaking 
the cock crew, and 
the Lord turned and 
looked on Peter, 
and Peter remem- 
bered, &c. — and 
going out he wept 
bitterly. 

Immediately the 
cock crew. 


On this table I would make the follow- 
ing remarks : — that generally, — (1) sup- 
posing the four accounts to be entirely 
independent of one another , — we are not 
hound to require accordance, nor would 
there in all probability be any such ac- 
cordance, in the recognitions of Peter hy 
different persons. These may have been 
many on each occasion of denial, and in- 
dependent narrators may have fixed on 
different ones among them. (2) No reader, 
who is not slavishly bound to the inspira- 
tion of the letter, will require that the 
actual words spoken hy Peter should in 
each case he identically reported. See 


the admirable remarks of Augustine, cited 
on ch. viii. 25 : and remember, that the 
substantive fact of a denial remains the 
same, whether I know not what thou say- 
est, I knoiv him not, or I am not, are 
reported to have been Peter’s answer. (3) 
1 do not see that we are obliged to limit 
the narrative to three sentences from 
Peter’s mouth, each expressing a denial, 
and no more. On three occasions during 
the night he was recognized , — on three 
occasions he was a denier of his Lord : 
such a statement may well embrace re- 
iterated expressions of recognition, and 
reiterated and importunate denials, on 
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and wept bitterly. XXYII. ^ When the morning was 


each occasion. And these remarks being 
taken into account, I premise that all diffi- 
culty is removed from the synopsis above 
given : the only resulting inferences being, 

(a) that the narratives are genuine truthful 
accounts of facts underlying them all : and 

(b) that they are, and must le, absolutely 
and entirely independent of one another. 

For (1) the four accounts of the fiest 
denial are remarkably coincident. In all 
four, Peter was in the outer hall, where 
the fire was made (see on ver. 69) : a maid 
servant (Mt. Mk. L.), — the maid servant 
who kept the door (John) taxed him (in 
differing words in each, the comparison 
of which is very instructive) with being a 
disciple of Jesus : in all four he denies, 
again in differing words. I should be dis- 
posed to think this first recognition to 
have been hut one, and the variations to 
be owing to the independence of the re- 
ports. (2) In the narratives of the second 
denial, our first preliminary remark is well 
exemplified. The same maid (Mk. ])ossi- 
bly : but not necessarily — ^Kwhaps, only the 
maiden in the vestibule or porch)- - another 
maid (Mt.), another {male) servant (Luke), 
the standers-by generally (John), charged 
him : again, in differing words. It seems 
he had retreated from the fire as if going 
to depart altogether (see note, ver. 69), 
and so attracted the attention both of the 
group at the fire and of the portcress. It 
would appear to me tliat for some reason, 
John was not so precisely informed of 
the details of this as of the other denials. 
The going out*^ (Mt. Mk.) is a super- 
added detail, of which the “ standing and 
warming himself^’ (John) does not seem 
to be possessed. (3) On the thihd occa- 
sion, the standers-by recognize him as a 
Oalilcean {simply, Mk. [txt.], Luke: by 
his dialect, Mt., an interesting additional 
particular), — and a kinsman of Malchus 
crowns the charge by identifying him in a 
way which might have proved most peril- 
ous, had not Peter immediately with- 
drawn. This third time again, his denials 
are differently reported : — ^but here, which 
is most interesting, we have in Matt.’s and 
Markus “ he began to curse and to swear ” a 
very plain intimation, that he spoke not 
one sentence only, but a succession of 
vehement denials. 

It will be seen, that for fair comment on 
the fourfold testimony, we must not com- 
mit the mistake of requiring the recogni- 
tions, and the recognizers, in each case, 
to have been identical in the fou/r. Had 
they been thus identical, in a case of this 
kind, the four accounts must have sprung 
from a common source, or have been 


corrected to one another : whereas their 
present varieties and coincidences are 
most valuable as indications of truthful 
independence. What I wish to impress 
on the minds of my readers is, that in nar- 
ratives which have sprung from such truth- 
ful independent accounts, they must bo 
prepared sometimes (as e. g. in the details 
of the day of the Kesurrection) for discre- 
pancies which, at our distance, we cannot 
satisfactorily arrange : , now and then we 
may, as in this instance, he able to do 
so with something like verisimilitude : — in 
some cases, not at all. But whether we 
can thus arrange them or not, being tho- 
roughly persuaded of the holy truthfulness 
of the Evangelists, and of the divine guid- 
ance under which they wrote, our faith is 
in no way shaken by such discrepancies. 
We value them rather, as testimonies to 
independence : and are sure, that if for one 
moment we could be put in complete pos- 
session of all the details as they happened, 
each account would diid its justification, 
and the reasons of all the variations would 
appear. And this I firmly believe will one 
day he the case. (See the narrative of 
Peter’s denials ably treated in an article in 
the “ Christian Observer ” for Feb. 1853.) 

69.] “ An oriental house is usually 
built round a quadrangular interior court ; 
into wliich there is a passage (sometimes 
arched) through the front part of the house, 
closed next the street by a heavy folding 
gate, with a small wicket for single persons, 
kept by a ])orter. In the text, the interior 
court, often paved or flagged, and open to 
the sky, is the ‘ hall^ where the attendants 
made a fire ; and the passage beneath the 
front of the house from the street to 
this court, is the pro-auUon {‘porch,* 
Mark xiv. 68), or pylon {‘porch,* ver. 
71). The place where .Tesus stood be- 
fore the High Priest may have been an 
open room or place of audience on the 
ground-floor, in the rear or on one side of 
the court ; such rooms, open in front, being 
customary.” Robinson. 70.] I know 
not what thou sayest is an indirect form of 
denial, conveying in it absolute ignorance 
of the circumstances alluded to. 

73.] thy speech — Wetstein gives many 
examples of various provincial dialects of 
Hebrew. The Galilaeans could not pro- 
nounce properly the gutturals, and they 
used “t** for 76.] out— viz. 

from the porch where the second 
and third denial had taken place : the 
motive being, as Chrysostom gives it, 
“that he might not be convicted by his 
tears.” 

Chap, XXVII, 1, 2,] Jbsus is led 
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come, “all the chief priests and elders of the people took aPs u-s. 
counsel agninst J esus to put him to death : ^ and when 
they had bound him, they led him away, and ^ dehvered ^ 
him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 

3^ Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw cch.xxvi.ii, 
that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought 
again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
elders, ^ saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
[a the] innocent blood. And they said, What is that to 
us ? see thou to that. ^ And he cast down the pieces of 
silver in the temple, ^ and departed, and went and hanged ^ ^ sam^ xvu. 
himself. ^ And the chief priests took the silver pieces, 
and said. It is not lawful for to put them into the ^ trea- 
sury, because it is the price of blood. 7 And they took 
counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury 
strangers in. ^ Wherefore that field was called, The field ® 
of blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which 

a omit. ^ letter, the Sacred treasury {Corhanan, see Mark vii. 11). 


AWAY TO Pilate. Mark xiv. 1. Luke 
xxii. 66 (who probably combines with this 
morning meeting of the Sanhedrim some 
things that took place at their earlier assem- 
bly), xxiii. 1. John xviii. 28. The object 
of this taking counsel, was so as (so lite- 
rally) to put him to death, — i. e. to con- 
demn Him formally to death, and devise 
the lest means for the acjcoinplishmcnt of 
the sentence. 2.] Pontius Pilate the 
governor, see note on Luke iii. 1 and on 
the reason of their taking Him to Pilate, 
on John xviii. 31. Pilate ordinarily re- 
sided at Cmsarea ; but during the feast, in 
Jerusalem. 

3 — 10.] Remokse and suicide of 
Judas. Peculiar to Matthew'. This inci- 
dent does not throw much light on the 
motives of Judas. One thing we learn for 
certain — that our Lord\s being condemned, 
which he inferred from His being handed 
over to the Roman governor, ivorked in 
him remorse, and that suicide was the con^ 
sequence. Wliether this condemnation was 
expected by him or not, does not here 
appear ; nor have we any means of ascer- 
taining, except from the former sayings of 
our Lord respecting him. I cannot (see 
note on ch. xxvi. 14) believe that his in- 
tent was other than sordid gain, to be 
achieved by the darkest treachery. To 
sui)pose that the condemnation took him 
hy surprise, seems to mo to be incon- 
sistent with the spirit of his own confes- 
sion, ver. 4. There I have betrayed the 
innocent blood expresses his oc^— his ac- 


complished purpose. The bitter feeling in 
him now is expressed by I have sinned, of 
which he is vividly and dreadfully conscious, 
now that the result has been attained. 
Observe it was the thirty pieces of silver 
which he brouglit back — clearly the price 
of the Lord’s betrayal, — not earnest-money 
merely; — for by this time, nay w’hen he 
deliver(*d his Prisoner at the house of 
Annas, he would have in that case received 
the rest. 6.] in the temple— i. e. in 

the holy place, where the priests only 
might enter. We must conceive him as 
s])eaking to them without, and throwing 
the money into the temple. hanged (or 
strangled) himself] On the account given 
Acts i. 18, see note on that place. An- 
other account of the end of Judas w as cur- 
rent, which I have cited there. 6.] They 
said this probably by analogy from Deut. 
xxiii. 18. the price (given for shed- 

ding) of blood ; the wages of a murderer. 
7. the potter's field] the field of some well- 
known potter — purchased at so small a 
price probably from having been rendered 
useless for tillage by excavations for clay : 
see note on Acts i. 19. strangers] 

not Gentiles, but stranyer Jews who came 
up to the feasts. 8.] The field of blood 
— Aceldama. See Acts i. 19. unto 

this day] This expression shews that a con- 
siderable time had elapsed since the event, 
before St. Matthew’s Gospel was published. 

9.] The citation is not from Jere- 
miah (see ref.), and is probably quoted 
from memory and imprecisely ; we havo 
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fZKCH.xi.is, spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, ^And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was 
® valued^ whom they of the children of Israel did ® value ; 

and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
^ appointed me. 

And Jesus stood before the governor: and the go- 
vernor asked him, saying. Art thou the King of the J ews ? 
BiTim.vi.i3. Jesus said unto him, ^ Thou sayest. And when 
hch.xxvi.63. ite was accused of the chief priests and elders, ^he an- 
ich.xivi. 02 . nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, ^Hearest 

thou not how many things they witness against thee ? 

And he answered him to never a word ; insomuch that 
the governor marvelled greatly. Now ^at that feast the 
governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, 
whom they would. And they had then a notable 
prisoner, called Barabbas. ^7 Therefore when they were 

® render in both cases, set a price On. 

^ render, commanded, for perspicuiti/ , 

® render, at the feast-timc. 

similar instances in two places in the said that He was Christ a King. This is 
apology of Stephen, Acts vii. 4, 16, — and presupposed in the enquiry of this verse, 
in Mark ii. 26. Various means of evading Thou sayest is not to be rendered 

this have been resorted to, which are not as a dotibtful answer — much less with 
worth recounting. Jer. xviii. 1, 2, or per- Theophylacit, as meaning, ‘ Thou sayest it, 
haps Jer. xxxii. 6—12, may have given not 1 T but as a strong affirmative. See 
rise to it : or it may have arisen from a above on ch. xxvi. 64. 12 — 14.] This 

Jewish idea [see Wordsworth here], “ that part of the narrative occurs only in Mark 
Zechariah had the spirit of Jeremiah** besides, but is explained by Luke ver. 5. 
The quotation here is very different from The charges were, of exciting the people 
the Septuagint, — and not much more like from Galilee to Jerusalem. On the men- 
the Hebrew. I put it to any faithful tion of Galilee, Pilate sent Him to Herod, 
Christian to say, whether of the two pre- Luke, vv. 6 — 12. 

sents the greater obstacle to his faith, the 16—26.] Bakabbas prefeeeep to 
solution given above, or that given by a Him. He is deliveeed to be CEtrci- 
commentator of our own day, that the fied. Mark xv. 6 — 15. Luke xxiii. 17 — 25. 
name of one prophet is here substituted for John xviii. 39, 40. In the substance of this 
that of another, to teach us not to regard account the Four are in remarkable agree - 
the prophets as the authors of their pro- ment. St. John gives merely a compen- 
phecies, but to trace them to divine Inspi- dium, uniting in one these three attempts 
ration. of Pilate to liberate Jesus, and omitting any 

11—14.] He is examined by Pilate, definite statement of the fact of Barabb^ 
Mark xv. 2 — 6. Luke xxiii. 2 — 5. John being liberated, and Jesus delivered to 
xviii. 29— 38. Our narrative of the hearing them. 16. at that feast] literally, 

before Pilate is the least circumstantial of feast by feast ; i. e. at every feast. The 
the four— having however two remarkable name Bar-abbas, ‘ son of his father,' was 
additional particulars, ^ vv. 19 and 24. not an uncommon one. It does not appear 
John is the fullest in giving the words of why this man was notable. The mur- 
our Lord. Compare the notes there, derers in the insurrection in which he 
11.] Before this Pilate had come was involved were many (Mark ver. 7). 
out and demanded the cause of his being 17.] In St. John's narrative, the sug- 

delivcred up; the Jews not entering the gestion of liberating Barabbas seems to 
Prtetorium. The primary accusation come from the Jews themselves; but not 
against Him seems to have been that He necessarily so ; he may only be giving, as 
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gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye 
that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is 
called Christ P For he knew that for envy they had 
delivered him. When he was set down on the judgment 
seaf, his wife sent mito him, saying. Have thou nothing to 
do with that just man : for I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of him. 20 k Acts m. h. 

priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should 
ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. The governor an- 
swered and said unto them. Whether of the twain will ye 
that I release unto you ? They said, Barabbas. 22 Pilate 
saith unto them. What shall I do then with J esus which is 
called Christ? They all say \}iinto him\ Let him be 
crucified. 23 the governor said, Why, what evil hath 
he done ? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him 
be crucified. 24- Wlien Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he 1 took 
water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, 

I am innocent of the blood of this [fi^just] person : see ye x)eut. xix. 
to it. 26 Then answered all the people, and said, ^ His JS; 2 saV.’i. 
blood be] on us, and on our children. 26 Then released 8|! 

t omit. S’ omitted hy several ancient authorities , 

^ not expressed in the original : it may be, [[is] . 


before, a general report of what passed. 
The when they were gathered together 
seems to imply that a great crowd had 
collected outside the Praetoriiim while the 
trial was going on. It is possible 
that the addition, which is called Christ, 
which Pilate could hardly have heard 
from the Jews, may have been familiar to 
him by his wife’s mention of Jesus. See 
below. 18.] The whole narrative 

X)re8uppo8es what this verse and the next 
distinctly assert, that Pilate was before 
acquainted with the acts and character of 
Jesus. 19.] The judgment seat was 

in a place called in Hebrew Gabbatha, the 
Pavement — John xix. 13, where however Pi- 
late is not related to have gone thither, till 
after the scourging and mocking of the sol- 
diers. But he may have sat there when he 
came out in some of his previous interviews 
with the Jews. his wife] It had become 
the custom in Augustus’s time for the gover- 
nors of Provinces to take their wives with 
them abroad; under Tiberius, Caecina at- 
tempted to pass a law forbidding it, but 
was vehemently opposed (by Drusus among 
others) and put down. We know nothing 


more of this woman than is here related. 
Tradition gives her the name of Procla, or 
Claudia Procula. In the apocryphal gospel 
of Nicodemus, c. 2, we read that Pilate called 
the Jews and said to them, “ Ye know how 
that my wife is a worshipper of God, and 
is rather of your religion than mine. 
They say unto him. Yea, we know itJ* 
that just man is a tefm which 
shews that she knew the character for 
purity and sanctity which Jesus had. In the 
gospel of Nicodemus, the Jews are made to 
reply, “ Did we not tell thee that he is a 
magician ? behold, he hath sent a dream’ 
token to thy wife.” 20.] So St. Mark 
also. St. Luke and St. John merely give, 
that they all cried out, &c. The exciting 
of the crowd seems to have taken place 
while Pilate was receiving the message 
from his wife. 21.] answered, not 

necessarily to the incitements of the San- 
hedrists which he overheard, but rather to 
the state of confusion and indecision which 
prevailed. 22.] They chose cruci- 

fixion as the ordinary Roman punishment 
for sedition, and because of their hate to 
Jesus. 24.] The washing of the 
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he Barabbas unto them : and when he had scourged Jesus, 
he delivered him to be crucified. 

B Isa. mi. 6. soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 

the i common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band 
of soldiers. ^8 stripped him, and put on him a 

scarlet robe. ^9 o when they had platted a crown of 
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right 
hand : and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked 
^crxxvie? saying, Hail, King of the Jews, Pthey spit 

upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 
qiHa.iiii. 7 . And after that they had mocked him, they took the 
ao!"‘i Kinfe'H robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, ^ and 
Jiii.Ti. him away to crucify him. ^ And as they came out. 


^ literally y the 

handsy to betoken innocence from blood- 
guiltiness, is prescribed l)out. xxi. 6 — 9, 
and Pilate uses it here as intelligible to 
the Jews. 25.] blood here has been 

supposed to mean the punishment of blood : 
but more probably there is a much wider 
reference — as the adherence of blood to 
the hands of a murderer is an idea not 
bearing any necessary reference to punish- 
menty only to guilt. 26.] The 

custom of scourging before execution w’as 
general among the Homans. After the 
scourging, John xix. 1 — 16, Pilate made a 
last attempt to liberate Jesus — which 
answers to will chastise him and lei 
him gof Luke, ver. 16. delivered 

him — to the Homan soldiers, whose office 
the execution would be. 

27 — 30.] Jesus mocked by the sol- 
DIEBS. Mark xv. 16 — 19 (omitted in 
Luke). John xix. 1 — 3. The assertion 
“ delivered him to he crucified in ver. 26 
is not strictly in its place there. Before 
that, the contents of this passage come in, 
and the last attempt of Pilate to liberate 
Him. 27. the common hall] literally, 
the prsetorium. The residence of the Ro- 
man governor was the former palace of 
Herod, in the upper city. the whole 
band] The band is the cohort — the tenth 
part of a legion. The term the whole is 
of course not to be pressed. unto him 
— to make sport with Him. Tliis happened 
in the guard-room of the cohort : and the 
narrative of it we may well believe may 
have come from the centurion or others 
(see ver. 54), who were afterwards deeply 
impressed at the crucifixion. 28.] 

Possibly the mantle in which he had been 
sent back from Herod — see note on Luke, 
ver. 11 : or perhaps one of the ordinary 


pra3torium. 

soldiers’ cloaks. 29.] It does not ap- 
pear whether the purpose of the crown was 
to wound, or simply for mockery — and 
equally uncertain is it, of what kind of 
thorns it was composed. The acanthtis, 
with its large succulent leaves, is singularly 
unfit for such a purpose : as is the plant 
with very long sharj) thorns commonly 
known as spina Christi, being a brittle 
acacia (robinia), — and the very length of 
the thorns, which would meet in the 
middle if it were bent into a wreath, pre- 
cluding it. Some fiexile shrub or plant 
must be understood— possibly some variety 
of the cactus or prickly pear. ‘ Hassel- 
quist, a Swedish naturalist, sup})Oses a 
very common plant, naba or nubka of 
the Arabs, with many small and sharp 
spines ; soft, round, and pliant branches ; 
leaves much resembling ivy, of a very deep 
green, as if in designed mockery of a vic- 
tor’.s wreath.’ Travels, 288. 1766 (cited by 
P. M.). a reed — for a sceptre. 

30.] Here follows the exhibition of Jesus 
by Pilate, and his last attempt to release 
him, John xix. 4—16. 

31—34.] He is led to ceucifixion. 
Mark xv. 20—23. Luke xxiii. 26—33. 
John xix. 16, 17. The four accounts are 
still essentially and remarkably distinct. 
St. Matthew’s and St. Mark’s arejfrow the 
same source, but varied in expression, and 
ill detail ; St. Luke’s and St. John’s stand 
each alone; St. Luke’s being the fullest, and 
giving us the deeply interesting address to 
the daughters of Jerusalem. 31.] Pecu- 
liar to Matt, and Mark. led him 
away] or out, as in Mark. Executions 
usually took place without the camp, see 
Num. xv. 35, or city, 1 Kings xxi. 13, 
Acts vii. 58, Heb. xiii. 11 — 18. Grotius 
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they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name ; him they 
^ compelled to bear his cross. when they were 

come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place 
of a skull, ® they gave him vinegar to drink mingled ® 
witt gall : and when he had tasted thereof, he would not 
drink. And they crucified him, and parted his gar- 
ments, casting lots it might he fulfilled which t i>s. xxn. is. 

spoken hy the prophet. They parted my garments among them, 
and upon my vesture did they cast lots\ And sitting 
down they watched him there; and set up over his 

^ the word is the same as in Matt. y. 41 : see note there. ^ omit. 


brings examples to shew that the same was 
the eustom of the Homans. 82.] 

Previously, J esus had home his oum cross : 
John, ver. 17. We have no data to ascer- 
tain any further particulars about this 
Simon of Cyrene. The only assumption 
which we arc perhaps justified in making, 
is that he was afterwards known in the 
Church as a convert : see note on Mark, 
ver. 21. He was coming from the coun- 
try^ Mark, ibid. ; Luke, ver. 26. Meyer 
suggests, to account for the selection of 
one out of the multitude present, that pos- 
sibly he was a slave ; the indignity of the 
service to be rendered preventing their 
taking any other person. 33.] Gol- 
gotha, a skull: the name is by Jerome, 
and generally, explained from its being 
the usual place of executions, and ahoxmd- 
ing with skulls — not however xintmried, 
which was not allowed. This last con- 
sideration raises an objection to the ex- 
ydanation, — and as the name does not 
import a place of skulls, but a glace of a 
skull or simply a skull (Luke), many 
understand it as applying to the shape 
of the hill or rock. Hut neither does this 
seem satisfactory, as we have no analogy 
to guide us, and no such hill or rock is 
known to have existed. As regards 
the situation^ we await some evidence 
which may decide between the confiicting 
claims the commonly -received site of 
Calvary and the Holy Sepulchre, and that 
Upheld by Mr. Ferguson, who holds that 
the Dome of the Rock, usually known as 
the Mosejuc of Omar, is in reality the sjwt 
of our Lord’s entombment. See his Arti- 
cle “Jerusalem” in Dr. Smith’s Biblical 
Dictionary: and on the other side, Wil- 
liams’s Holy City, and Stanley’s Sinai and 
Palestine, edn. 3, p. 459 ff. 84.] It 
was customary to give a stupifying drink 
to criminals on their way to execution: 
of which our Lord would not partake, 
.having shewn by tasting it, that he was 


aware of its purjiose. In St. Mark’s 
account it is *‘wine mingled with myrrh*’ 
—and though wine and vinegar might mean 
the same thing, myrrh and gall cannot. 
We may observe here (and if the remark 
be applied with caution and reverence, it 
is a most useful one), how St. Matt, often 
* adopts in his narrative the very words of 
prophecy, where one or more of the other 
Evangelists give the matter of fact detail ; 
see above on ch. xxvi. 15, and compare 
with this verse, I’s. Ixix. 21. 

35 — 38.] He is crucified. Mark xv. 
21 — 28. Luke xxiii. 32 — 34, 38. John xix. 
18 — 24. The four accounts are distinct 
from one another, and independent of any 
one source in common. 35. they 

crucified him] The cross was an upright 
pale or beam, intersected by a transverse 
one at right angles, generally in the 
sha ])0 of a X. In this case, from the ‘ title’ 
being placed over the Head, the upright 
beam probably projected above the hori- 
zontal one, as usually represented -J-. 
To this cross the criminal, being stripped 
of his clothes, was fixed by nails driven 
through the hands and (not always, nor 
perhaps generally, though certainly not 
seldom — see note at Luke xxiv. 39) through 
the feet, separate or united. The body 
was not supported hy the nails, but by a 
piece of wood which passed between the 
legs. On the rest of the verse, see notes 
on John. The words omitted in the text 
as not found in any of the ancient manu- 
scripts, are clearly interpolated from John, 
ver. 24, with just the phrase that which 
was spoken hy the prophet assimilated 
to St. Matthew’s usual form of citation. 

36. ] watched him— this was usual, 
to prevent the friends taking crucified 
persons down. There were four soldiers, 
John, ver. 23 ; a centurion and three others. 

37. ] St. Mattliew finishes relating 
what the soldiers did, and then goes back 
to the course of the narrative. The ‘ title ’ 
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head his accusation written, This is Jesus the King of the 
visa.iiii.i2. Jews. '' Then were there two thieves crucified with 
him, one on the right hand, and another on the left, 
'^they that passed by reviled him, wagging their 
^ ^ and saying, ^ Thou that destroyest the teniple, 

yoh.xxvi.68. and buildest it in three days, save thyself. ^ If thou be 
the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise 
also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and 
elders, said, He saved others ; himself he cannot save. 
^ If he he the King of Israely let him now come down from 
rPs.xiii.s. the cross, and we will believe him. ^*He trusted in 
God ; let him deliver him now, if he will have him : for 
he said, I am the Son of God. ^ ^ The thieves also, ivhich 
aAmo8viiL9. weve crucified with himy cast the same in his teeth. ®Xow 
from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the ® land 

most ancient copies read. He is King of Israel. 

^ render, In like manner did the thieves also revile him, which 
were crucified with him. 

® render, earth. 


appears to have been written hy Filate 
(see John, ver. 10) and sent to be affixed 
on the cross. It is not known whether 
the affixing of this title was customary. 
In Dio Cassius and others, we read of such 
a title being hung round the neck of a 
criminal on his way to execution. On the 
difference in the four Gospels as to the 
words of the inscription itself, it is hardly 
worth while to comment, except to re- 
mark, that the advocates for the verbal 
and literal exactness of each gospel may 
here find an undoubted example of the 
absurdity of their view, which may serve 
to guide them in less plain and obvious 
cases. (See this further noticed in the 
Introduction.) A title was written, con- 
taining certain words ; not four titles, all 
different, but one, differing probably from 
all of these four, but certainly from three 
of them. Let us bear this in mind, when 
the narratives of words spoken, or events, 
differ in a similar manner. Itespecting 
the title, see further on John, vv. 20 — 22. 

88.] Then, i. e. after the crucifixion 
of Jesus was accomplished. Tliese thieves 
were led out with Jesus, and crucified, 
perhaps by the same soldiers, or perhaps, 
from ver. 36, by another band. 

39 — 44.] He is mocked on the ceoss. 
Mark xv. 29—32. Luke xxiii. 35—37, 
39 — 43, Our narrative and that of St. Mark 
are from a common source. St. Luke’s is 
wholly distinct. The whole of these in- 


dignities are omitted by St. John. 

39. they that passed by] These words 
sa,y nothing as to its being a working-day, 
or as to the situation of the spot. A 
matter of so much public interest would 
be sure to attract a crowd, among whom 
we find, ver. 41, the chief priests, scribes, 
and elders. These passers-by were the 
multitude going in and out of the city, 
some coming to see, others returning, 
wagging their heads] see Ps. xxii. 7. The 
first reproach refers to ch. xxvi. 61 j the 
second to the same, ver. 64. 42.] 

St. Luke gives, more exactly, the second 
reproach in this verse as proceeding from 
the soldiers. 43.] This is omitted by 
St. Mark and St. Luke. 44.] Neither 
St. Matt, nor St. Mark is in possession of 
the more particular account given by St. 
Luke, vv. 39 — 43, where see notes. For 
the other incident which happened at this 
time, see John, vv. 25 — 27, and notes. 

45—60.] SUPEKNATUEAL DAEKNESS. 
Last words, and death of Jesus. 
Mark xv. 33—37. Luke xxiii. 44—46. 
John xix. 28—30. The three accounts 
are here and there very closely allied ; 
Matthew and Mark almost verbally. Luke 
only, however, contains the words which 
the Lord uttered before lie expired , — 
omits the incident which takes up our 
vv. 46 — 49, and inserts here the rending 
of the veil. John is entirely distinct. 

46.] According to Mark, ver. 26, 
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unto the ninth hour. ^ And about the ninth hour ^ Jesus bHeb.v. 7 . 

P cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabach- 
thani? that is to say, ®My God, my God, why ^Ihast thou cpsa.xxu.t. 
forsaken me ? Some of them that stood there, when 
thejf heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. And 
straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, ^ and 
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him 

P hettery Cried OUt, or evetiy “cried mightily,” or “shouted forth:” it is the 


same word as in Mark xv. 8 : Luke ix. 38 : 
<1 literallyy didst thou forsako me. 

it was the third hour when they crucified 
Him. If so. He had been on the cross 
three hours, which in April would an- 
swer to about the same space of time in 
our day — i. e. from 9 — 12 a.m. On the 
difliculty presented by St. John’s declaration 
ch. xix. 14, sec notes there and on Mark. 

darkness — this was no eclipse of 
the suuy for it was/w// moon at the time — 
nor any partial obscuration of the sun 
such as sometimes takes place before an 
earthquake — for it is clear that no earth- 
quake in the ordinary sense of the word 
is here intended. Those whose belief leads 
them to reflect WHO was then suffer- 
ing, will have no difficulty in accounting 
for these signs of sympathy in Nature, 
nor in seeing their applicability. The 
consent, in the same words, of all three 
Evangelists, must silence all question as 
to the universal belief of this darkness as a 
fact ; and the early Fathers aj)peal to the 
testimony of profane authors for its truth. 
The omission of it in 8t. John’s Gospel is of 
no more weight than the numerous other 
instances of such omission. See Amos viii. 
9, 10. over all the earth] The 

same word in the original is rendered 
earth in Luke, but land here and in Mark. 
This would seem to be pure caprice on the 
part of our translators; and might mis- 
lead. Whether these words are to be taken 
in all their strictness, is doubtful. Of course, 
over the whole globe the darkness would not 
be supernatural — as it would be night natu- 
rally over half of it. The question is, are we 
to understand that part of it over which 
there was day ? I beheve we are ; but 
see no strong objection to any hmitation, 
provided the fact itself as happening at 
Jerusalem, is distinctly recognized. This 
last is matter of testimony y and the three 
Evangelists are pledged to its truth : the 
present words hardly stand on the same 
ground, not being matter of testimony 
properly so called. 46 .] See Ps. xxii. 

1. The words are Chaldee, and not 
Hebrew. Our Lord spoke them in the 


in which two places only it occurs. 


ordinary dialect, not in that of the sacred 
text itself. The weightiest question is. 
In what sense did He use them? His 
inner consciousness of union with God 
must have been complete and indestruc- 
tible — but, like His higher and holy will, 
liable to be obscured by human weakness 
and pain, which at this time was at its 
very highest. We must however take 
care not to ascribe all his suffering to 
bodily painy however cruel ; his soul was 
in immediate contact with and prospect 
of death — the wages of siuy which He had 
taken on Him, but never committed — and 
the conflict at Gethsemane was renewed. 
‘ He himself,’ as the Herlenberg Bible re- 
marks (Stier), ‘ becomes the exj) 08 itor of 
the darkness, and shews what it imports.’ 
In the w’ords however, ‘ My God ’ — there 
speaks the same union with the divine Will, 
and abiding in the everlasting covenant pur- 
pose, as in those, ‘ Not my will, but thine.’ 

These are the only words on the Cross 
related by St. Matt, and St. Mark — and they 
are related by none besides. 47.] This 
was not said by the Roman soldiers, 
who could know nothing of Elias ; nor 
was it a misunderstanding of the Jewish 
spectators, who must have well under- 
stood the import of Eli, nor again was it 
said in any apprehension, from the super- 
natural darkness, that Elias might really 
come; but it was replied in intended 
mockery, as the contemptuous This man, 
— ‘ this one among the three,’ — clearly 
indicates. This is one of the cases 

where those who advocate an original 
Hebrew Gospel of Matthew are obliged 
to suppose that the Greek translator has 
retained the original words, in order to 
make the reason of the reply clear. 

48 .] This was on account of the words 
* I thirst* uttered by our Lord: see John, 
ver. 28. St. Mark’s account is somewhat 
different : there the same pei'son gives the 
vinegar and utters the scoff' which follows. 
This is quite intelligible-contempt min- 
gled with pity would doubtless find a type 
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to drink. The rest said, Let be, let us see whether 
Elias will come to save him. Jesus, when be had cried 
again with a loud voice, yielded up ^ the ghost. And, 
81 2 0hron. behold, ®the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the 
fop to the bottom ; and the earth did quake, and the focks 

^ render, his spirit. 


among the bystanders. There is no need for 
assuming that the soldiers offering vinegar 
ill Luke, ver. 37, is the same incident as 
this. Since then, the bodily state of the 
Kedeemer had greatly changed : and what 
was then offered in mockery, might well 
be now asked for in the agony of death, 
and received when presented. I would 
not however absolutely deny that St. Luke 
may be giving a less precise detail ; 
and may represent this incident by his 
ver. 37. The vinegar is the posca^ sour 
wine, or vinegar and water, the ordinary 
drink of the Rom^n soldiers. On the other 
jiarticulars, see notes on .John. 49.] 
If we take onr account . as the strictly 
precise one, the rest — in mockery — call 
upon this person to desist, and wait for 
Elias to come to save Him : if that of 
St. Mark, the giver of the drinlc calls upon 
the rest (also in mockery) to let this 
suffice, or to let him (the giver) alone, 
and wait, &c. The former seems more 
probable. 60.] It has been doubted 
whether it is finished of John (ver. 30), 
and Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit of Luke (ver. 46), are to be 
identified with this crying out, or to be 
taken as distinct from, it. But a nearer 
examination of the case will set the doubt 
at rest. The delivered up of John (ib.) 
implies the speech in Jjuke ; which accord- 
ingly was that uttered in this loud voice. 
It is finished’* was said before; see notes 
on .John. 

61 — 56.] Signs following nis death. 
Mark xv. 38 — 41. Luke xxiii, 47 — 49. The 
three narratives are essentially distinct. 
That of St. Luke is more general — giving 
only the sense of the centurion^s. words — 
twice using the indefinite ** all ” — and 
not specifying the women. The whole is 
omitted by St. John. 61.] The behold 
gives solemnity. This was the inner 

veil screening off the holy of holies from 
the holy place, Exod. xxvi. 33 : Heb. ix. 
2, 3. This circumstance has given rise to 
much incredulous comment, and that even 
from men like Schleiermacher. A right 
and deep view of the 0. T. symbolism 
is required to furnish the key to it; and 
for this we look in vain among those who 


set aside that symbolism entirely. 

That was now accomplished, which was 
the one and great antitype of all those 
sacrifices offered in the holy place, in order 
to gain, as on the great day of atonement 
(for that day may be taken as the repre- 
sentation of their intent), entrance into 
the holieM place, — the typical presence of 
Qod. What those sacrihees (ceremonially) 
procured for the .Tews (the type of God^s 
universal Church) through their High 
Priest, was now (really) procured for all 
men by the sacrifice of Him, who was 
at once the victim and the High Priest. 
Wlien the objectors assert that no use 
is made of this event in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, they surely cannot have 
remembered, or not have deeply con- 
sidered, Heb. x. 19 — 21. Besides, sup- 
pose it had been referred to plainly and 
by name — what would then have been 
said ? Clearly, that this mention was a 
later insertion, to justify that reference. 
And almost this latter, Strauss, recog- 
nizing the allusion in Heb., actually does. 
Schleiermacher also asks, hotv could the 
event he known, seeing none but priests 
could have witnessed it, and they would 
not be likely to betray it ? To say no- 
thing of the almost certain spread of the 
rumour, has he forgotten that (Acts vi. 7) 
“ a great company of the priests were 
obedient unto the faith V’ Neander, who 
gives this last consideration its weight 
(but only as a possibility, that some priests 
may have become converts, and apparently 
without reference to the above fact), has 
an unworthy and sliuffling note (L. J. 
p. 757), ending by quoting two tesiti- 
nnonies, one apocryphal, the other rabbi- 
nical, from which he concludes that ' some 
matter of fact lies at the foundation ' of 
this (according to him) mythical adjunct. 

the earth did quake — not an ordi- 
nary earthquake, but connected with the 
two next clauses, and finding in them its 
explanation and justification. the 

rocks rent] It would not be right alto- 
gether to reject tlie testimonies of tra- 
vellers to the fact of extraordinary rents 
and fissures in the rocks near the spot. 
Of course those who know no other proof 



49 - 56 . 


ST. MATTHEW. 


209 


rent ; and the graves were opened ; ^ and many bodies fi«a.xxTi.i9. 
of the saitits which slept arose, and * came out of the 
graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many. ^^eNow when the centurion, gver. so. 
and* they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the 
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying. Truly this was the Son of God. And 
many women were there beholding afar off, ^ which fol- i‘Lukeviii. 2 , 
lowed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him : among 
which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James and Joses, and the mother of ^Zehedee^s children, 

® render^ they Came out ! the gender is mascniline, whereas bodicS is neuter. 


^ render, the SOUS of Zebedee. 

of the historical truth of the event, will 
not be likely to take this as one ; hut to us, 
who are finnly convinced of it, every such 
trace, provided it be solx^rly and honestly 
as(;ertained, is full of interest. 62, 

63.] The whole transaction was stiper- 
natural and symbolic : no other inter- 
pretation of it will satisfy even ordinary 
common sense. Was the earthquake a 
mere coincidence ? This not even those 
assert, who deny all symbolism in the 
matter. Was it a mere sign of divine 
wrath at what was done — a mere prodigy, 
like those at the death of Ciesar ? Surely 
no Christian believer can think tliis. Then 
what was it 1 What but the opening of 
the tombs — the symbolic declaration, that 
the Death which had happened had broken 
the bands of death for ever ? These follow- 
ing clauses, which have no mythical nor 
apocryphal character, recjuire only this ex- 
planation to be fully understood. The 
graves were opened at the moment of 
the death of the Lord; but inasmuch as 
He is the firstfruits from the dead — 
the Resurrection and the Life — the bodies 
of the saints in them did not arise till 
He rose, and having appeared to many 
after his resurrection, — possibly during 
the forty days, — went up with Him into 
His glory. Moses and Elias, who w^ere 
before in glory, were not from the dead, 
properly speaking : see note on ch. xvii. 1. 

arose is the result — not the imme- 
diate accompaniment, of the opening of 
the tombs. It is to prevent this being 
supposed, that the qualification after his 
resurreotion is added. 64.] the earth- 
quake, and those things that were done is 
represented by **that he so gave up the 
ghost,” Mark. Does the latter of these 
look as if compiled from the former ? The 
circumstances of our vv. 51 — 53, except the 
VOL. I. 


rending of the veil, are not in the posses- 
sion of St. Mark, of the minute accuracy 
of whose account 1 have no doubt. His 
report is that of one man — and that man, 
more than probably, a convert. St. Mat- 
thew’s is of many, and represents their 
general impression. St. Luke’s is also 
general. those things that were 

done points to the crying out, as indee<i 
does the so” in Mark; — but see notes 
there. was the Son of God — which 

the Centurion had heard that He gave 
Himself out for, John xix. 7, and our ver. 
43. It cannot be doubtful, I think, that 
he used these words in the Jewish sense — 
and with some idea of that which they 
implied. When Meyer says that ho must 
have used them in a heathen sense, mean- 
ing a hero or demigod, we must first be 
shewn that Son of God ” was ever so 
used. I believe St. Luke’s to be a different 
report : see notes there. , 65, 66.] 

Magdalene, from Magdala : see note on ch. 
XV. 39. She is not to be confounded with 
Mary who anointed our Lord, John xii. 1, 
nor w'ith the woman who did the same, 
Luke vii. 36 : see Luke viii. 2. Mary 
the mother of James . . . .] The wife of 
Alphaius or Clopas, John xix. 25 : see note 
on ch. xiii. 55. Mark adds “ the less ” 
to distinguish him from the brother of our 
Lord (probably not from the son of Zebedee). 

the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
(i. e. of James and John : not “ of Zebedee* s 
children,” as A. V. curiously renders it) ] 
Salome, Mark. Both omit Mary the 
mother of Jesus : — but we must remember, 
that if we are to take the group as 
described at this moment, she was not 
present, having been, as I believe (see note 
on John, ver. 27), led away by the beloved 
Apostle immediately on the speaking of 
tlie words, ‘Bcliold thy mother.’ And if 
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When the even was come, there came a rich man of 
Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' 
disciple : he went to Pilate, and begged the body of 

Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 

And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in 
ii8a.iiii.9. a clean linen cloth, and 4aid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the rock : and he rolled a great 
stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And 
there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting 


tins view be objected to, yet she could not 
be named here, nor in Mark, except sepa- 
rately from these three— for she could 
not have been well included among those 
who ministered to Him. There must have 
been also another group, of His disciples, 
within sight ; — e. g. Thomas, who said, 
* Except I see in his hands the print of the 
nails,* &c., and generally those to whom Ho 
afterwards shewed his hands and feet as a 
proof of His identity. 

57 — 01.] Joseph of AEiMATnajA begs, 

AND BDBIES THE BODY OF JeSUS. Mark 
XV. 42 — 4'7. Lukexxiii. 50 — 56. Johnxix. 
33 — 42. The four accounts, agreeing in 
substance, are remarkably distinct and in- 
dependent, as will appear by a close com- 
parison of them. 67,] Before sunset, 
at which time the sabbath, and that an 
high day, began : sec Dent. xxi. 23. The 
Roman custom was for the bodies to re- 
main on the crosses till devoured by birds 
of prey. On the other hand Josephus 
says that the Jews were so careful about 
burying tliat they took down even 
those who had been crucified, and buried 
them before sunset. came] probably 
to the Pr(Btorium. Meyer supposes, to the 
place of execution ; which is also possible, 
and seems supported by **came and tooJc 
downf John ver. 38, and there came 
also ....** ver. 39, which certainly was 
to Golgotha. a rich man — he was 

also a counsellor, i. e. one of the Sanhe- 
drim : see Mark, ver. 43 : Luke, ver. 51. 

Arimathoa] Opinions are di\dded 
as to whether this was Rama in Benjamin 
(see ch. ii. 18), or Rama (Ramathaim) in 
Ephraim, the birth-place of Samuel The 
form of the name is more like the loiter. 

6B.] The repetition of the body 
is remarkable, and indicates a common 
origin, in this verse, with Mark, who after 
gave expresses the body, on account of 
the expression of Pilate’s surprise, and 
the clinge of subject between. 

59 .] John (ver. 39) mentions the arrival of 
Nicodemus with an himdred pound weight 
of myrrh and aloes, in which also the Body 


was wrapped. The Three seem not to be 
in possession of tins — nor St. Matthew and 
St. John of the subsequent design of the 
women to embalm It. What wonder if, 
at such a time, one party of disciples 
should not have been aw^are of the doings 
of another ? It is possible that the 
women, who certainly kriew what had 
been done with the Body (see ver. 61), 
ma.y have intended to bestoW on it more 
elaWate care, as whatever was done this 
night was hurried, — see John, vv. 41, 42. 

60 .] St. Matthew alone relates that it 
was Joseph’s own tomb. St. John, that it 
was in a garden, and in the place where lie 
was crucified. All, except St. Mark, notice 
the newness of the tomb. St. John does 
not mention that it belonged to Joseph — 
but the expression m which was never man 
yet laid ” looks as if he knew more than he 
has thought it necessary to state. His 
reason for the Body being laid there is, 
that it was near, and the Preparation 
rendered haste necessary. But then we 
may well ask. How should the body of an 
executed person be laid in a new tomb, 
without the consent of the owner being 
first obtained ? And who so likely to 
provide a tomb, as he whose pious care 
for the Body was so eminent? All 
that we can determine resjxjcting the 
sepulchre from the data here furnished is, 
(1) That it was not a natural cave, hut 
an artificial excavation in the rock. (2) 
That it was not cut downwards, after the 
manner of a grave with us, but hori- 
zontally, or nearly so, into the face of 
the rock — this I conceive to bo implied in 
“ rolled a great stone to the door/* as also 
by the use of stooping down,** John xx. 
5, 11, and went in,** ib. 5, 6. 

(3) That it was in the spot where the cru- 
cifixion took place. Cyril of Jerusalem 
speaks of ** the tomb close by, where He was 
laid, and the stone which was put on the 
door, which to this day (about 380 A.D.) 
lies by the tomb.” 61 .] St. Luke men- 
tions more generally the women who came 
with Him from Galilee j and specifies that 



57 — 65 . 


ST. MATTHEW. 


211 


over against the sepulchre. Now the next day, that 
followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying. Sir, we 
remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 

^ After three days I will rise again. Command there- kcu.xvi.ai. 
fore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest his disciples come [^b?/ night~\, and steal him away, 
and say unto the people. He is risen from the dead : so the 
last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto 
them, Ye have a ^ watch : go your way, make \y it] as 

^ omit. or, Take : see note. 


they prepared spices and ointments, and 
rested the sahhath day according to the 
commandment. 

62 — 66.] The Jewish authorities 

OBTAIN FROM PiLATE A OUARI) FOR THE 
SEPULCHRE. . Peculiar to Matthew. 

62. the next day] not on that night, but 
on the next day. A difficulty has been 
found in its being called the day after 
the preparation, considering that it was 
itself the sahhath, and the greatest sah- 
hath in the year. But I believe the ex- 
pression to be carcjfully and purposely 
used. The chief priests, &c. did not go 
to Pilate on the sabbath, — but in the 
evening, after the termination of the sah- 
hath. Had the Evangelist said “ which is 
the sahhath,” the incongruity would at 
once appear of such an application being 
made on the sabbath — and he therefore 
designates the day as the first after that, 
which, as the day of the Lord’s death, 
the preparation, was uppermost in his 
mind. The narrative following has 

been undeservedly impugned, and its his- 
torical accuracy given up by even the 
best of the German Commentators, and 
by others. The chief difficulties found 
in it seem to be: (1) How should the 
chief priests, &c. knoio of His having said, 
‘ in three days 1 will rise again,' when the 
saying was hid even from His own dis- 
ciples ? The answer to tliis is easy. The 
meaning of the saying may have been, 
and was, hid from the disciples; but the 
fact of its having been said could be no 
secret. Not to lay any stress on John 
ii. 19, we have the direct prophecy of 
Matt. xii. 40 — and besides this, there 
would be a rumour current, through the 
intercourse pf the Apostles with others, 
that He had been in the habit of so saying. 
As to the understanding of the words, 
we must remember that hatred is keener 
sighted than love; — that the raising of 
Lazarus would shew, what sort of a thing 


render, guard. omit. 

rising from the dead was to he ; — and 
that the fulfilment of the Lord’s an- 
nouncement of his crucifixion would na- 
turally load them to look further, to what 
more he had announced. (2) How should 
the women, who were solicitous about the 
rennoval of the stone, not have been still 
more so about its being sealed, and a 
guard set ? The answer to this has been 
given above — they were not aware of the 
circumstance, because the guard teas not 
set tilt the evening before. There would 
be no need of the aj)plicati()n before the 
approach of the third day — it is only 
made for a watch until the third day, 
ver. 64 — and it is not probable that the 
circumstance would transpire that night 
— certainly it seems not to have done so. 
(3) That Gamaliel was of the council, and 
if such a thing as this, and its secjuel ch. 
xxviii. 11 — 15, had really happened, he 
need not have expressed himself doubt- 
fully, Acts V. 39, but would have been 
certain that this was from God. 

But, first, it docs not necessarily follow 
that every member of the Sanhedrim was 
present and applied to Pilate, or even had 
they done so, that all bore a part in 
the act of ch. xxviii. 12. One who, like 
Joseph, had not consented to their deed 
before — and we may safely say that there 
were others such — would naturally with- 
draw himself from further proceedings 
against the person of Jesus. On Gama- 
liel and his character, see note on Acts, 
as above. (4) Had this been so, the three 
other Evangelists would not have passed 
over so important a testimony to the Re- 
surrection. But surely we cannot argue 
in tliis way — for thus every important fact 
narrated by one Hvangelist alone must be 
rejected— e. g. (which stands in much the 
same relation) the satisfaction of Thomas, 
— and other such narrations. Till we know 
much more about the circumstances under 
which, and the scope with which, ecteh 
P 2 
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sure as ye can. ^v^ent, and made the sepulchre 

1 Dan. vi. 17. suFc, ’ Sealing the stone, * and setting a ivatch, '' 

XXVIII. 1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Mag- 
ach.xivii.66. dalene ^and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. ^ And, 
behold, there was a great earthquake : for ^ the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
* render, besides [posting] the guard. ®’ render, an angel. 


Gospel was compiled, all d priori argu- 
ments of this Icind, are good for nothing. 

66.] Ye have — the verb rendered 
may be either 1), indicative, Ye have : — 
but then the question arises, What guard 
had they ? and if they had one, why go 
to Pilate ? Perhaps we must understand 
gome detachment placjed at tlieir disposal 
during the feast — but there does not seem 
to be any record of such a practice. That 
the guards were under the Sanhedrim is 
plain from ch. xxviii. 11, where they make 
their report, not to Pilate, but to the 
chief friests : — or 2), imperative; which 
doubtless it may be; see 2 Tim. i. 13 
and note; and the sense here on that 
hypothesis would be. Take a body of 
men for a guard. And to this latter 
I rather incline : see the note in my 
Greek Test. as ye can] literally, 

as you know how:— in the best manner 
you can. There is no irony in the words, 
as has been supposed. The sealing was 
by means of a cord or string ])assing 
across the stone at the mouth of the 
sepulchre, and fastened at either end to 
the rock by sealing-clay. 

Chap. XXVIII. 1— iO.] Jestjs, HAViKa 

KISEN EBOM THE DEAD, APPEAB8 TO THE 
WOMEN. Mark xvi. 1 — 8. Luke xxiv. 
1—12. John XX. 1 — 10. Tlic independ- 
ence and distinctness of the four narra- 
tives in tliis part have never been ques- 
tioned, and indeed herein lie its principal 
difficulties. With regard to them, I refer 
to what I have said in the Introduction, 
that supposing us to be acquainted with 
every thing said and done in its order 
and exactness, we should doubtless he 
able to reconcile, or account for, the pre- 
sent forms of the narratives ; but not 
having this Icey to the harmonizing of 
them, all attempts to do so in minute par- 
ticulars must be full of arbitrary assuni])- 
tions, and carry no certainty with them. 
And I may remark, that of all harmonies, 
those of tlte incidents of these chapters 
are to me the most unsatisfactory. Giving 
their compilers all credit for the best in- 
tentions, I confess they seem to me to 
weaken instead of strei^gthening the evi- 


dence, which now rests (speaking merely 
objectively) on the unexceptionable testi- 
mony of three independent narrators, and 
of one, who besides was an eye-witness 
of much that happened. If we are to 
compare the four, and ask which is to be 
taken as most nearly reporting the exact 
words and incidents, on this there can 1 
think be no doubt. On internal as well 
as external ground, that of St. John takes 
the highest place : but not, pf course, to 
the exclusion of those parts of the narra- 
tive which he does not touch. The 

improbability that the Evangelists had 
seen one another’s accounts, becomes, in 
this part of their Gospels, an impossihitity. 
Here and there we discern traces of a 
common narration as the ground of their 
reports, as e. g. Matt. vv. 5 — 8 : Mark vv. 
5 — 8, but even these are very few. 

As I have abandoned all idea of har- 
monizing throughout, I will beg the stu- 
dent to compare carefully the notes on 
the other Gospels. 1. In the end of the 
sabbath] There is some little difficulty 
here, because the end of the sabbath (and 
of the week) was at sunset the night be- 
fore. It is hardly to be supposed that 
St. Matthew means the evening of the 
sabbath, though “ dawn ” is used of the 
day beginning at sunset (Luke xxiii. 54, 
and note). It is best to inter})ret a doubt- 
ful expression in unison with the other 
testimonies, and to sup])ose that here 
both the day and the breaking of the day 
are taken in their natural, not their Jewish 
sense. Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary] In Mark, Salome also. St. John 
speaks of Maxy Magdalene alone. See 
notes there. to see the sepulchre] It 
was to anoint the Body, for which pur- 
poses they had bought, since the end of 
the Sabbath, ointments and spices, Mark. 

In Mark it is after the rising of the 
sun; in John, while yet dark; in Luke, 
at dim dawn ; the two last agfee with our 
text. 2.] This must not be taken as 
pluperfect, ^Hhere had been, Sfc.,*’ which 
would he altogether inconsistent with the 
text. The words here must mean that 
the women were witnesses of the eaxth- 
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back the stone from the door], and sat upon it. ^ ^ His ^ Dan.x.6. 

® countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow : ^ and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men. ^ And the angel answered and said 
unto the women. Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek 
Jesus which was crucified. ^ He is not here : for he is 
risen, ^^as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 
risen from the dead ; and, behold, ^ he goeth before you d ch. xxvi. 32. 
into Galilee ; there shall ye see him : lo, I have told you. 

^ And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear 
and great joy ; and did run to bring his disciples word. 

^ And [^as thc'i/ ivent to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities. ® render, appearance, 

^ omitted in most of the oldest and best authorities. 


quake, and that which hap'pened. It 

was not properly an earth(|uakc, but was 
the sudden opening of the tomb by the 
descending Angel, as the for shews. The 
rolling away was not done naturally, but 
by a shock. It must not be supposed 

that the Resurrection of our Lord t(K)k 
place at this time, as sometimes imagined, 
and represented in paintings. It had 
taken place before; — He is risen, dfcf' 
are the words of the Angel. It was not 
for Him, to whom (see John xx. 19 — 26) 
the stone was no hindrance, but for the 
women and His disciples, that it was 
rolled away. 3.] His appearance; 

not in shape (as some would explain it 
away), but in brightness, 6.] In 

Mark, a young man in a white robe was 
sitting in the tomb on the right hand : 
in Luke two men in shining raiment 
(see Acts i. 10) appeared to them. St. 
John relates, that Mary Magdalene looked 
into the tomb and saw (but this must 
have been afterwards) two angels in white 
sitting one at the head, the other at the 
feet where the Body had lain. All at- 
tempts to deny the angelic appearances, 
or ascribe them to later tradition, are dis- 
honest and absurd. That related in John 
is as definite as either of the others, and 
he certainly had it from Mary Magdalene 
herself. ye is emphatic, addressed 

to the women. 6.] as he said is 

further expanded in Luke, vv. 6, 7. See 
ch. xvi. 21 ; xvii. 23. the Lord 

(only found this once in Matt, as an appel- 
lation of Jesus) is emphatic ' a glorious 
appellation,^ Bengel. 7.] This ap- 

pearance in Galilee had been foretold 
before his death, see ch. xxvi. 32. It 
is to be observed that St. Matthew re- 


cords only this one appearance to the 
Apostles, and in Galileo. It appears 
strange that this should be the entire 
testimony of St. Matthew : for it seems 
hardly likely that he would omit those 
important appearances in Jerusalem when 
the Apostles were assembled, John xx. 
19, 26, or that one which was closed by 
the Ascension. But perhaps it may be in 
accord with his evident design of giving 
the general form and summary of each 
scries of events, rather than their charac- 
teristic details. See below on ver. 20. 

The goeth before here is not to be 
understood as imjdying the journeying on 
the part of our Lord himself. It is cited 
from His own words, ch. xxvi. 32, and 
there, as here, merely implies that He 
would be there when they arrived. It has 
a reference to the collecting of the flock 
which had been scattered by the smiting 
of the Shepherd; see John x. 4. 
there shall ye see him is determined, by 
there shall they see me** below, to be 
part of the message to the disciples : not 
spoken to the women directly, but cer- 
tainly indirectly including them. The idea 
of their being merely messengers to the 
Apostles, without bearing any share in the 
promise, is against the spirit of the con- 
text : see further in note on ver. 17. 
lo, I have told you is to give solemnity to 
the command. These words are peculiar 
to Matthew, and are a mark of accuracy. 

8 .] “ With fear, because of the prodi- 
gies; vMhjoy,for tl^ promises,** Euthym. 
9.] Neither St. Mark nor St. Luke recounts, 
or seems to have been aware of, this ap- 
pearance. St. Mark even says “ they said 
nothing to any man .* for they were afraid** 
But (see above) it does not therefore fedlow 
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met them, saying. All hail. And they came and held 
him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then*said Jesus 
e^ra.viiL2P. unto them, Be not afraid: go tell ‘'my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

Now when they were going, behold, some of ‘the 
® watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done. And when they 
were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, 
they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying. Say ye. 
His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we 
slept. And if this ®® come to the governor's ears, we will 
persuade him, and ^secure you, So they took the 
money, and did as they were taught : and this saying is 
commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into 

® render, guard. ®® render, be heard before the governor. 

^ render, bear you harmless. 

that the narratives are inconsistent. St. of the nan’ative rather imply that it was 
Mark’s account (see note there) is evidently a secret compact between those (the ma- 
broken off suddenly ; and St, Luke’s (see jority) who were bitterly hostile to Jesus? 
also note there) appears to have been de- The circumstance that Joseph had taken 
rived from one of those who went to no part in their counsel before, leads us to 
Emmaus, who had evidently but an imper- think that others may have withdrawn 
feet knowledge of what hapj^ened before themselves from the meeting, e. g. Gama- 
they left the city. This being taken into liel, who could hardly have consented to 
account, we may fairly require that the such a measure as this. 14 .] not, as 

judgment should be suspended in lack of in A. V., ‘ come to the ears of the 
further means of solving the difficulty, governor^ but he home witness of before 
held him by the feet, partly in fear the governor, come before him officially : 
and as suppliants, for the Lord says “/ear i. e. ‘if a stir be made, and you be in 
notf — but shewing also the joy with which trouble about it :’ see reff. persuade, 
that fear was mixed (ver. 8),— joy at having viz. by a bribe of money, which, “ knowing 
recovered Him whom they loved. 10 .] the covetous character of the man, they 
my brethren ; so also to Mary Magdalene, were confidently able to promise.” Trench, 
John XX. 17. The repetition of this on the A. V. p. 72. 16 .] Justin Martyr 

injunction by the Lord has been thought says that the Jews sent men far and wide 
to indicate that this is a iwrtion of another to disseminate this r(?port. 
narrative inwoven here, and may possibly 16 — 20 .] Appeaeance of the Loed 

belong to the same incident as that in ver. on a mountain in Galilee. This was 
7 . But all probability is against this: the a^er the termination of the feast, allowing 
passages are distinctly consecutive, and two first days of the week, on which the 
moreover both are in the well-known style Lord appeared to the assembled Apostles 
of St. Matthew (e. g. “ behold^* in both). (John xx. 19, 26), to elapse. It illustrates 
There is perhaps more probability that this the fragmentary nature of the materials out 
may be the same appearance as that in of which our narrative is built, that the 
John XX. 11 — 18 , on account of “ touch me appointment of this mountain as a place of 
mot ” there and **my brethren,” — but in assembly for the eleven has not been men- 
our present imperfect state of information, tioned, although the text seems to imply 
this must remain a mere probability. that it has. Stier well remarks (Reden 

U— 16 .] The Jewish Authoeities Jesu, vii. 209) that in this verse St. 
BRIBE THE GUARDS TO GIVE A FALSE Matthew gives a hint of some interviews 
ACCOUNT OF THE RESURRECTION. Pecu- haring taken place previously to this in 
liar to Matthew, This was a meeting Galilee. And it is important to bear 
of the Sanhedrim, but surely hardly an this in mind, as suggesting, if not the 
official and open one ; does not the form solution, at least the ground of solution. 
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ia mountain ^ where Jesus had appointed them. And 
when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some * 
doubted, And Jesus came and spake unto them, sayins:, i.Mfi.sa.'*® 

. . . -1 T . r Johniii. 86: 

^All power is given unto me m heaven and in earth. 

(}o ye [^therefore], and teach all '^nations, baptizing Rom. xiv. 9. 


Eph.i.10,21. Phil. ii. 0, 10. Heb. i. 2 : ii. 8. 1 
80. Bom. X. 18. Col. 1. 23. 

fir render y the. 

i render^ make disciples of. 

of tlio difficulties of this passage. Ver. 
17 seems to present an instance of this 
fragmentary narrative. The impression 
given by it is that the majority of the 
eleven worshipped Him, but some doubted 
(not, whether they should worship Him; 
which is absurd, and not implied in the 
word). This however would liardly be 
possible, after the two appearances at 
Jerusalem in John xx. We are therefore 
obliged to conclude that others were present. 
Whether these others were the ‘ 500 hre- 
thren at once^ of whom St. Paul speaks 1 Cor. 
XV. 6, or some other disciples, does not ap- 
pear. Olshmisen and Stier suppose, from 
the previous announcement of this meeting, 
and the reiietition of that announcement by 
the angel, and by our Lord, that it probably 
included all the disciples of Jesus; at least, 
all who would from the nature of the case 
be brought together. 18. came] 

They appear to have first seen Him at a 
distance, probably on the top of the moun- 
tain. This whole introduction forbids us 
to suppose that the following words are 
a mere compendium of what was said on 
various occasions. Like the opening of 
ch. V., it carries with it a direct tuiser- 
tion that what follows, was spoken theUy 
and there. AU power is given, 

&c.] The words are a reference to the 
prophecy in Daniel, which compare. 
Given , — by the Father, in the fulfilment 
of the Eternal Covenant, in the Unity of 
the Holy Spirit. Now first is this cove- 
nant, in its fulness, proclaimed upon earth. 
The Resurrection was its last seal: the 
Ascension was the talcing possession of 
the Inheritance. But the Inheritance is 
already won ; and the Heir is only remain- 
ing on earth for a temporary purpose — the 
assuring His joint-heirs of the verity of his 
possession. All power in heaven and 

earth : see Eph. i. 20 — 23 ; Col. ii. 10 ; 
Heb. i. 6; Rom. xiv. 9; Phil. ii. 9 — 11; 
1 Pet. iii. 22. 19.] therefore is not 

found, or found in varying fonns, in many 
of the ancient authorities. It is probably 
a gloss, but an excellent one. It is the 
glorification of the Son by the Father 


ret. ili. 22. Rev. xvil. 14. b Isa. Ui. 10. Acts ii. 88, 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities. 

^ render, the nations. 

through the Spirit, which is the founda- 
tion of the Church of Christ in all the 
world. And when wo baptize into the 
Name (i. e. into the fulness of the conse- 
quence of the objective covenant, and the 
subjective confession) of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, it is this which forms the 
ground and cause of our power to do so — 
that this flesh of man, of which God hath 
made all the nations, is glorified in the 
Verson of our Redeemer, through whom 
we all have a(‘,cess by one Spirit to the 
Father. Go ... . and make disci- 
ples] Demonstrably, this was not under- 
stood as spoken to the Apostles only, but 
to all the brethren. Thus wo read (Acts 
viii. 2, 4), they were all scattered 
abroad .... except the Apostles : —they 
that were scattered abroad went every 
ivhere preaching the word.** There is 
peculiar meaning in make disciples of. 
All power is given me — go therefore 
and . . . subdtte ? Not so : the purpose 
of the Lord is to bring men to the know- 
ledge of the truth— to work on and in their 
hearts, and lift them up to be partakers of 
the divine Nature. And therefore it is not 
* subdue* but make disciples of (see below). 

all the nations again is closely con- 
nected with “ all power in earth.** all 
the nations] including the Jews. It is ab- 
surd to imagine that in these words of the 
Lord there is implied a rejection of the 
Jetvs, in direct variance with his commands 
elsewhere, and also with the world-wide 
signification of **in earth** above. Be- 
sides, the (temporary) rejection of the Jews 
consists in this, that they are numbered 
among all the nations, and not a peculiar 
people any longer ; and are become, in the 
providence of God, the subjects of that 
preaching, of which by original title they 
ought to have been the promulgators. We 
find the first preachers of the gospel, so far 
from excepting the Jews, uniformly bear- 
ing their testimony to them first. With 
regard to the difficulty which has been 
raised on these words, — that if they had 
been thus spoken by the Lord, the Apos- 
tles would never have had any doubt about 
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them 1 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and * of 
the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe «all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with 
you ^ alway, even unto the end of the world. \]^Amen,'] 

1 render, into. ^ render, all the days. omit. 


the admission of the Gentiles into the 
Church, — I would answer that the Apostles 
never had any doubt whatev>er about 
admitting Gentiles, — only whether they 
should not be circumcised first. In this 
command, the prohibition of ch. x. 5 is for 
ever removed. baptizing them] Both 
these present participles are the conditions 
of the imperative preceding. The making 
disciples consists of two parts — the initia- 
tory, admissory rite, and the subsequent 
teaching. It is much to be regretted that 
the in^equate rendering Heach* has in 
our Bibles clouded the meaning of these 
important words. It will bo observed that 
in our Lord’s words, as in the Church, the 
process of ordinary discipleship is from 
baptism to instruction — i. c. is, admission 
in infancy to the covenant, and growing up 
into observing all things commanded by 
Christ — the exception being, what circum- 
stances rendered so frequent in the early 
church, instruction before baptism, in the 
case of adults. On this we may also 
remark, that baptism, as known to the 
Jews, included, just as it does in the Acts 
(ch. xvi. 15, 33), whole households — wives 
and children. As regards the com- 
mand itself, no unprejudiced reader can 
doubt that it regards the outward rite of 
BAPTISM, so well known in this gospel as 
having been practised by John, and re- 
ceived by the Lord Himself. And thus it 
was immediately, and has been ever since, 
understood by the Church. As regards all 
attempts to explain away this sense, we 
may say — even setting aside the testimony 
furnished by the Acts of the Apostles, — 
that it is in the highest degree improbable 
that our Lord should have given, at a time 
when He was summing up the duties of 
his Church in such weighty words, a com- 
mand couched in figurative or ambiguous 
language — one which He must have known 
would be interpreted by his disciples, now 
long accustomed to the rite and its name, 
otherwise than He intended it. into 

the name . . .] Reference is apparently 
made to the Baptism of the Lord himself, 
where the whole Three Persons of the God- 
head were in manifestation. Not the 

names — but the name — setting forth the 
Unity of the Godhead. into] It is 
unfortunate again here that our English 
Bibles do not give us the force of this word. 


In ” should have been into, (as in Gal. iii. 
27 al.,) both here and in 1 Cor. x. 2, and 
wherever the expression is used. It im- 
ports, not only a subjective recognition 
hereafter by the child of the truth implied 
in the Name, &c., but an objective admis- 
sion into the covenant of Redemption — a 
putting on of Christ. Baptism is the 
contract of espousal (Eph. v. 26) between 
Christ and his Church. Our word ‘m’ 
being retained both here and in our 
formula of Ba])tisin, it should always be 
remembered that the Sacramental decla- 
ration is contained in this word ; that 
it answers (as Stier has well observed, vii. 
268) to the “ This is my Body ” in the 
other Sacrament. On the difference be- 
tween the baptism of John, and Christian 
baptism, see notes on ch. iii. 11 : Acts 
xviiL 25 ; xix. 1—5. 20.] Even in 

the case of the adult, this teaching must, 
in greater part, follow his baptism ; 
though as we have seen (on ver. 19), in 
his exceptional case, some of it must go 
before. For this teaching is nothing less 
than the building up of the whole man 
into the obedience of Christ. In these 
words, inasmuch as the then living dis- 
ciples could not teach all nations, does 
the Lord found the office of Preachers in 
his Church, with all that belongs to it, — 
the duties of the minister, the school- 
teacher, the scripture reader. This * teach- 
ing^ is not merely the preaching of the 
gospel — not mere proclamation of the good 
news — but the whole catechetical office of 
the Church upon and in the baptized. 

and, lo, . . . .] These words imply 
and set forth the Ascension, the manner 
of which is not related by our Evangelist. 

I, in the fullest sense: not the 
Divine Presence, as distinguished from the 
Humanity of Christ. His Humanity is 
with us likewise. The vine lives in the 
branches. Stier remarks the contrast be- 
tween this ‘ I am with youj and the view 
of Nicodemus (John iii. 2) " no man can do 
these miracles — except Ood he with him.* 
with you] mainly, by the promise 
of the Father (Luke xxiv. 49) which He 
has poured out on his Church. But the 
presence of the Spirit is the effect of the 
presence of Christ — and the presence of 
Christ is part of the gift of all power 
above — the effect of the well -pleasing of 
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the Father. So tliat the mystery of His 
name JEmmanuel (with which, as Stier 
remarks, thi» Gospel begins and ends) 
is fulfilled — God is with us. And — all 
the (appointed) days — for they are num- 
bered by the Father, though by none but 
Him# unto the end of the world — 
that time of which they had heard in so 
many parables, and about which they had 
asked, ch. xxiv. 3 — literally, the completion 
of the state of time. After that. He will 
be no more properly speaking with us, but 
we with Him (John xvii. 24) where He is. 

To understand with you only of the 
Apostles and their (?) successors, is to 
destroy the whole force of these most 
weighty words. The command is to 

the Univeesal Chuecii — to be per- 
formed, in the nature of things, by her 
ministers and teachers, the manner of 
appointing which is not here prescribed, 
but to be learnt in the unfoldings of Pro- 
vidence recorded in the Acts of the Apos- 


tles, who by his special ordinance were the 
founders and first builders of that Church 
— but whose office, on that very account, 
precluded the idea of succession or re- 
newal. That St. Matthew does not 
record the fact or manner of the Ascension, 
is not to be used as a ground for any pre- 
sumptions regarding the authenticity of 
the records of it which we possess. The 
narrative here is suddenly brought to a 
termination: that in John ends with an 
express declaration of its incompleteness. 
What reasons there may have been for the 
omission, either subjective, in the mind of 
the author of the Gospel, or objective, in 
the fragmentary character of the apostolic 
reports which are here put together, it is 
wholly out of our power, in this age of the 
world, to determine. As before remarked, 
t\\Qfact itself is here and elsewhere in this 
Gospel (see ch. xxii. 44 j xxiv. 30; xxv. 14, 
31 ; xxvi. 64) clearly implied. 



THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 

MARK. 


“LukeS.*** I. ^ The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, ® the Son 
^ Mitt, xi! 10 ^ written in ^ theproplietsy ^ Behold, I send 

Lukcvii. 27 . messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
cisA.xi.u. way [^before thee\ The, voice of one crying in the 
wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. ^ ® John did baptize in the wilderness^ and 
prcaeh the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 
^ And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and 
they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. ^ And John was 
clothed with cameFs hair, and with a girdle of a skin 
d Lev. xi. 22. about his loins ; and he did eat ^ locusts and wild honey ; 
eAotsxiii. 26 . 7 and preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than 

a ready Esaias the prophet, ^ omit 

® 7 'eady John the Baptist was in the wilderness preaching 


N.B. Throup^hout Mark, the parallel 
places in Matthew are to bo consulted. 
Where the agreement is verbal, or nearly 
so, no notes are here appended. 

Chap. 1. 1 — 8 .] The Pkeaciiing and 
BAPTISM OP John. Matt. iii. 1 — 12. Luke 
iii. 1 — 17. The object of St. Mark being to 
relate the official life and ministry of our 
Lord, he begins with Idiisbaptism and as a 
necessary introduction to it, with the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist . His account of 
John^s baptism has many phrases in com- 
mon with both Matthew and Luke; but 
from the additional prophecy quoted in ver. 
2, is certainly independent and distinct (see 
Introduction to the Gospels). 1. be- 

ginning] This is probably a title to 
what follows, as Matt. i. 1, and not con- 
nected with ver. 4, nor with ver. 2. It is 


simpler and gives more majesty to the 
opening, to put a i)eriod at the end of 
ver. 1, and make the citation from the 
prophet a new and confirmatory title. 

of Jesus Christ] as its Author y or 
as its Subject, as the context may deter- 
mine. Here probably it is the latter : and 
so will mean, the glad tidings con- 
cerning Jesus Christ. 2, 3.] The 
citation here is from two prophets, Isa. 
and Mai. ; see reff. The fact will not fail 
to be observed by the careful and honest 
student of the Gospels. Had the citation 
from Isaiah stood first, it would have been 
of no note, as Meyer observes. Consult 
notes on Matt. xi. 1*0 ; iii. 3. 4.] See 

on Matt. iii. 1. the baptism of repent- 
ance, the baptism symbolic of repentance 
andforgiveness — of the death unto sin, and 
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I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
stoop down and unloose. ® indeed have baptized you f Acts 
with water : but he shall baptize you ^ with the Holy ^ joeul! 28 *' 
Ghost. ® And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus xf.is, 
canie from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John 
in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens ^ opened, and the Spirit like a 
dove descending upon him : ^ and there came a voice 
from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in ® whom 7- 
I am well pleased, And immediately the spirit driveth 
him into the wilderness. And he was there in the wil- 
derness forty days, tempted of Satan ; and was with the 
wild beasts ; and the angels ministered unto him. Now 


after that John was "p^lt in prison 

d render, cleft asunder. 

t render, delivered up. 

new birth unto righteousness. The/orwer 
of these only comes properly into the 
notion of John’s baptism, which did not 
confer the Holy Spirit, ver. 8. 7.] to 

Stoop down and unloose . . ., the expres- 
sion is common to Mark, Luke, and John 
(i. 27). It amounts to the same as hear- 
ing the shoes — for he who did the last 
would necessarily be also employed in 
loosing and taking oft’ the sandal. But 
the variety is itself indicative of the inde- 
pendence of Matthew and Mark of one 
another. St. John used the two expres- 
sions at ditrerent times, and our witnesses 
have reported both. Stoop down is added 
by St. Mark, who, as we shall find, is more 
minute in circumstantial detail than the 
other Evangelists. 8 .] Matthew and 

Luke add “ and fire” 

9 — 11 .] JuSTTS IS BAPTIZED BY UIM. 
Matt. iii. 13 — 17. Luke iii. 21, 22. 9.J 

from Nazareth is contained here only. 
The words with which this account is in- 
troduced, express indefiniteness as to time. 
It was (Luke iii. 21) after all the people 
were baptized: see note there. The 

commencement of this Gospel has no marks 
of an eye-witness ; it is the compendivm 
of generally cwrrent accounts. 10.] 

straightway (immediately) is a favourite 
connecting word with Mark. St. Mark 
has here taken the oral account verbatim, 
and applied it to Jesus, ^ He satv/ &c. — 
and him must mean Himself : otherwise 
we must understand John before saw, and 
take coming up as pendent, which is very 
improbable. The construction of the 

sentence is a remarkable testimony of the 
independence of Mark and Matthew even 


Jesus came into Galilee, 

® read, thee. 

when parts of the narrative agree verbatim. 
See note on Matt. iii. 16. cleft asun- 
der] Peculiar to Mark ; and more descrip- 
tive than “ opened,” Matthew, Luke. 

12 , 13 .] Temptation of Jesus. Matt, 
iv. 1—11. Luke iv. 1—13. 12 , 13 .] 

drive = lead up Matthew, = tead Luke. 
It is a more forcible word than either of 
these to express tlie mighty and cogent 
imjmlse of the Spirit. Satan : the devil, 
Matthew, Luke : sec note, Matt. iv. 1. 

It seems to have been pemiitted to the evil 
one to tempt our Lord during the whole 
of the 40 days, and of this we have here, 
as in Luke, an implied assertion. The ad- 
ditional intensity of temptation at the end 
of that period, is expressed in Matthew by the 
tempter coming to Him — becoming visible 
and audible. Perhaps the being with the 
beasts may point to one form of temptation, 
viz. that of terror, which was practised on 
Him : — but of the inward trials, who may 
speak ? There is nothing here to con- 

tradict the fast spoken of in Matthew and 
Luke, as some have maintained. Our Evan- 
gelist perhajis implies it in the last words 
of ver. 13. It is remarkable that th()8e 
Commentators who are fondest of maintain- 
ing that Mark constructed his narrative 
out of those of Matthew and Luke are also 
most keen in pointing out what they call 
irreconcileable difterences between him and 
them. No apportionment of these details 
to the various successive parts of the 
temptation is given by our Evangelist. 
They are simply stated to have happened, 
compendiously. 

14 , 15 .] Jesus begins His ministry. 
Matt. iv. 12 — 17. Luke iv. 14, 15. 
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preaching the gospel [fif of the kingdom^ of God, and 
^The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom ‘of God is 
Eph.i.io. hand : repent ye, and believe the gospel. Now as he 
^ walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew 
his brother casting a net into the sea : for they ^ere 
fishers. And Jesus said unto them. Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men. And 
k Matt. xix. 27. straightway ^they forsook their nets, and followed him. 

And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were in the ship mending their nets. 20 And straightway 
he called them : and they left their father Zebedee in the 
ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 2i And 
they went into Capernaum ; and straightway on the sab- 
bath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 
22 And they were astonished at his doctrine : for he taught 

fif omitted hy many ancient authorities. ^ read, passed along. 

14, 16.] See notes on Matt. iv. 12. as the former pair of brothers. It belongs 

delivered up] This seems to have been the only to “ in the ship,^^ not to the following 
usual and well-known term for the im- clause. 20.] with the hired servants 
prisonment of John. The time is ful- is inserted for particularity, and perhaps 
filled] See Gal. iv. 4. “The end of the to soften the leaving their father alone, 
old covenant is at hand ; . . . . the Sou is It gives us a view of the station of life of 
born, grown up, anointed (in his baptism), Zebedee and his sons ; they were not poor 
tempted, gone forth, the testimony of his fishermen, but had hired servants. May 
witness is given, and now He witnesses we not venture to say that both these 
himself; now begins that last speaking of accounts came from Peter originally ? St. 
God, hy His Son (Heb. i. 1), which hence- Matthew^s an earlier one, taught (or given 
forth shall be proclaimed in all the world in writing perhaps) without any definite 
till the end comes.^' Stier. and be- idea of making it part of a larger work ; 

lieve the gospel] These words are in Mark but this carefully corrected and rendered 
only. They furnish us an interesting accurate, even to the omitting the name 
characteristic of the difference between the Peter, which though generally known, 
preaching of John, which was that of and therefore mentioned in the oral ac- 
repentance — and of our Lord, which was count, was perhaps not yet formally given, 
repentance and faith. It is not in Himself and must be omitted in the historical, 
as the Saviour that this faith is yet 21 — 28.] Healing oe a i>.®:moniac in 

preached : this He did not proclaim till the synagogue at Capernaum. Luke 
much later in his ministry ; but in the iv. 31 — 37. 21.] Not immediately 

fulfilment of the time and approach of the after the preceding. Tlie calling of the 
kingdom of God. Apostles, the Sermon on the Mount, the 

16 — 20.J Calling of Peter, Andrew, healing of the leper, and of the centurion* s 
James, AND John. Matt. iv. 18— 22. Al- servant, precede the following miracle, 
most verbatim as Matthew. The variations 22.] A formula occurring entire at 

are curious : after Simon, Mark omits which the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 
was called Peter : — although the name vii. 28, and the first clause of it, — and, in 
was prophetically given by our Lord before substance, the second also,— in the corre- 
this, in John i. 43, it perhaps was not spending place to this in Luke iv. 32. 
acftually given, till the twelve became a 23 — 28.] This account occurs in Luke iv. 
distinct body, see ch. iii. 16. The 33 — 37, nearly verbatim : for the varia- 
“ walked hy " and the “ casting a net into tions, see there. It is very important for 
the sea ** are noticed by Meyer as belong- our Lord^s ofticial life, as shewing that He 
ing to the graphic delineation which this rejected and forbade all testimony to his 
Evangelist loves. 16.] who also, as well Person, except that which He came on 
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them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes. 

And tlv 3 re was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit ; and he cried out, 24* saying, Let us 
alone;] ^what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of iMatt.viii. 29 . 
Nazareth ? ^ art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee 
who thou art, the Holy One of God. 25 J esus ™ re- >" S 4 . 

buked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 

2^5 And when the unclean spirit ” had torn him, and cried n ch. ix. 20 , 
with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 And they were 
all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among them- 
selves, saying, ^ What thing is this ? what new doctrine is 
this ? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean 
spirits, and they do obey him. 28 And immediately his 
fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about 
Galilee. 29 And forthwith, when they were come out of 
the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. But Simonas vnfe’s 
mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 

And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her 
up ; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered 
unto them. ^2 And at even, when the sun did set, they 
brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that 
were possessed with devils. And all the city was 
gathered together at the door. And he healed many 
that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils ; 

^ omitted by many authorities, ^ render, didst. 

^ many ancient authorities read, What is this ? new doctrine with au- 
thority : he commandeth even, Sfc. 

earth to give. The dtemons knew Him, a common source (but see notes on Luke), 
but were silenced. (See Matt. viii. 29; are all identical in substance, but very 
cb. V. 7.) It is of course utterly impossible diverse in detjiil and words. 31.] left 

to understand such a testimony as that of her, of the fever, is common to all, and 
the sick person, still less of the /ever or ministered unto them (or him), but no wore. 
disease. of Nazareth] We may ob- The same may he said of vv. 32 — 34: — the 
serve that this epithet often occurs under words of ver. 33 are added in our text, 
strong contrast to His Majesty and glory; shewing the accurate detail of an eye- 
as here, and ch. xvi. 6, and Acts ii. 22—24; witness, as also does the minute specification 
xxii. 8; and, we may add, John xix. 19. of the house, and of the two accoinpany- 
U8, generic ; the doemons having a ing our Lord, in ver. 29. Observe the dis- 
common cause. Bengel. torn him] tinction between the sick and the dwmo- 

perhaps more properly, convulsed him. niacs : compare ch. iii. 15. Observ’e also 
Luke adds, that he did not injure him at many in both cases, in connexion with the 
all. 28.] This miracle which St. statement that the sun had set. There 

Mark and St. Luke relate first of all, is was not time for all. Meyer, who notices 
not stated by them to have been the first, this, says also that in some the conditions 
Compare John ii. 11. of healing may liave been wanting. But 

29—34.] Healing of Simon's mothee- we do not find this obstacle existing on 
IN-LAW. Matt. viii. 14—17. Luke iv. other occasions: compare Matt. iv. 24; 
3 g_ 41 . The three accounts, perhaps from xii. 15 ; xiv. 14 : Acts v. 16. On the not 
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" fle^Kkvi. suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew 
him. 35 morning, rising up a great while 

before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed, 36 Simon and they that were with 
him followed after him. 37 And when they had foVind 
him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee. 38 And 
he said unto them. Let us go into the next towns, that I 
^ jobi^lvi: 28 : may preach there also: for p therefore came I forth, 
q MauAv. 23. 39 q And hc prcachcd in their synagogues throughout all 
Galilee, and cast out devils. ^ And there came a leper to 
him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to. him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, 
and touched him, and saith unto him, I will ; be thou 
clean. And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the 
leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed. ^3 And 
he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; 
^ and saith unto him. See thou say nothing to any man : 
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and oiffer for 
r Lev. xiv. 8 , 4 , thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for 
a testimony unto them. But he went out, and began to 
publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch 
that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, 
8ch.ii.i3. but was without in desert places: ® and they came to him 
from every quarter. 

^ in the original^ he. 

permitting the daemons to speak, see note See on Matt. iv. 23 : also on Luke iv. 44. 
above, ver. 25. I should be disposed to 40— 46.] Cleansing of a leper. Matt, 
ascribe the account to Peter. Simon, viii. 2 — 4. Luke v. 12 — 14. The account 
Andrew, James, and John occur together here is the fullest, and evidently an original 
again, ch. xiii. 3. one, from an eye-witness. St. Luke inen- 

36 — 38.] Jesus, being sought out tions (ver. 15) the spreading of tlie fame 
IN His retirement, preaches and of Jesus, without assigning the cause as 
HEALS throughout Galilbe. Luke iv. in our ver. 45. See note on Matthew. 

42, 43, where see note. Our Lord's pre- It is characteristic of St. Mark, to assign 
sent purpose was, not to remain in any our Lord’s being moved with compassion 
one place, but to make the circuit of as the reason of His stretching out his 
Galilee \ not to work miracles, but to hand. 44.] thyself in the original, 
preach. 36.] went out, from the house of has an emphasis : trouble not thyself 
Peter and Andrew, ver. 29. 36, they with talking to others, but go complete 

that were with him] Andrew, John, and thine own case by getting thyself formally 
James, ver. 29. 38.] came I forth = declared pure. 46. came] literally, 

** was I sent” Luke: not “ undertook this were coming, which tells us more. Our 
jowrney:” He had not get begun any jour- Lord did not wish to put a stop to the 
ney, and it cannot apply to ‘‘ went out ” multitudes seeking Him, but only to avoid 
above, for that was not to any city, nor to that kind of concourse which would have 
preach. The word has its more solemn beset Him in the toivns : the seeking to 
sense, as in John xvi. 28, though of course Him for teaching and healing still went 
not understood then by the hearers. To and that from all parts, 
deny this is certainly not safe. 39,] 
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II. 1 And again lie entered into Capernaum after some 
days ; and,it was noised that he was in the house. ^ And 
straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that 
there was ^ no more room to receive them, no, not so much 
as about the door : and he preached the word unto them. 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four. And when they could not 
come nigh unto him for the ^ press, they uncovered the 
roof where he was : and when they had broken it up, they 
let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 

^ When J esus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven [P thee7\, ^ But there were 
certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their 
hearts, 7 Why doth this man ^ thus speak blasphemies ? 
who can forgive sins but God only ? ® And immediately 

when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned 
within themselves, he said unto them. Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts ? ^ Whether is it easier to say 

to the sick of the palsy. Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to 
say. Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk ? But that 
ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee. Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 

“ literally, no more room. o render, multitude. P omit. 

^ many ancient authorities read, . . . speak tllUS ? Hc blasphcmeth I 
who can . . . 


Chap. II. 1—12.] Healing of a pa- 
EALYTic AT Capernatjm. Matt. ix. 2 — 8, 
where see notes. Luke v. 17 — 26. — The 
three are evidently independent aecounts ; 
St. Mark's, as usual, the most precise in de- 
tails ; e. g. ‘ home of four St. Luke's also 
bearing marks of an eye-witness (sec ver. 19, 
end) ; St. Matthew's apparently at second 
hand. 2.J In this verse we have again 
the peculiar minute depicting of Mark. A 
recent learned Commentator believes “these 
minute notices ... to be recorded by the 
Evangelist with a studied design, lest it 
should be sup^iosed that, because he incor- 
porates so much which is in St. Matthew's 
gospel, he was only a copyist : and in order 
to shew that he did so because he knew from 
ocular testimony that St. Matthew's nar- 
rative was adequate and accurate." I 
mention this, to shew to what shifts the 
advocates of the theory of the “inter- 
dependence" of the Evangelists are now 
reduced. Literally, So that not even 
the parts towards the door (much less th^ 


house) would any longer hold them (they 
once sufficed to hold them). preached] 
in the original it is in the strict imperfect 
sense : He was speaking to them the word, 
when that which is about to he related 
happened. 3 , 4 .] It would appear 

that Jesus was speaking to the crowd 
from the upper story of the house, they 
being assembled in the court, or perhaps 
(bqt less probably) in the street. Those 
who bore the paralytic ascended the stairs 
which led direct from the street to the 
flat roof of the house, and let him down 
through the tiles (Luke). See the extract 
from Dr. Kobinson, describing the Jewish 
house, in note on Matt. xxvi. 69. 7 . 

this man thus] the first word depreciates ; 
the second exaggerates. 8.] The 

knowledge was immediate and super- 
natural, as is most carefidly and precisely 
here signified. IL I say unto thee] 
The stress is on thee. The words are pre- 
cisely those used, as so often in Mark, — and 
denote the turning to the paralytic and 
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into thine house. immediately he arose, took up 

the bed, and went forth before them all ; insomuch that 
they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying. We never 
saw it on this fashion, }ie went forth again by 

the sea side ; and all the multitude resorted unto him, ’and 
he taught them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the 
[son] of Alphseus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said 
unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him. 

And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his 
house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with 
Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they 
followed him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw 
him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his 
disciples, ’^How is it that he eateth and drinketh with 
publicans and sinners ? When J esus heard it, he saith 
a Matt, xviii. unto them, ^ Thev that are whole have no need of the 

11. Luke 

1 Timl'i. 15. physician, but they that are sick : 1 came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners [® to repentance], And the dis- 
ciples of John and \}of ] the Pharisees ^^used to fast : and 
they come and say unto him. Why do the disciples of 
John and ^ of t\ie Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not ? 

And Jesus said unto them. Can the children of the 
bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them ? as 
long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 


^ some of the oldest MSS. read, He is eating and drinking with pub- 
licans and sinners. ® omit, ^ omit, render, were fasting : 

namely, at this particular time. ^ read, the disciples of. 


addressing him. There may have been 
something in his state, which required the 
emphatic address. 

13 — 22.] The calling op Levi. 
!Fea8t at his hohse; question con- 
cerning fasting. Matt.ix. 9 — 17. Luke 
V. 27 — 39. I have discussed the question of 
the identity of Matthew andLeviin the notes 
on Matthew. The three accounts are 

in matter nearly identical, and in diction 
so minutely and unaccountably varied, as 
to declare here, as elsewhere, their inde- 
pendence of one another, except in having 
had some common source from which they 
have more or less deflected. These re- 
marks do not apply to the diversity of the 
names Matthew and Levi, which must be 
accounted for on other grounds. See, as 
throughout the passage, the notes on Mat- 
thew. 13.] again, see ch. i. 16. On the 
[son] of Alphaens see notes, Matt. xiii. 55 ; 
and X. 1 fF. 15.] The entertainment 
was certainly in Levies house, not as 


some think, in that of our Lord, which 
last is a pure fiction, and is not any where 
designated in the Gospel accounts. Cer- 
tainly the call, ver, 17, gives no counte- 
nance to the view. Our Lord, and those 
following Him as disciples, were ordinarily 
entertained where He was invited, which 
will account for their following Him. 
there were many, and they followed him, 
is peculiar to Mark. 16.] The question 
was after the feast, at which, being in the 
house of a Publican, they were not present, 
18.] St. Mark here gives a notice for the 
informabon of his readers, as in ch. vii. 3, 
which places shew that his Gospel was not 
written for the use of Jews. It appears 
from this account, which is here the more 
circumstantial, that the Pharisees and dis- 
ciples of John asked the question in the 
third person, as of others. In Matthew it is 
the disciples of John, and they join me and 
the Pharisees, In Luke, it is the Pharisees 
and Scribes, and they ask as here. 
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fast. 20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom 
shall be taken away from them, and then shah they fast in 
^ those days, 2i w Jfo man also seweth a piece of new cloth 
on an old garment : else the new piece that filled it up 
takgth away from the old, and the rent is made worse. 

22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles : else 
the [* new\ wine y doth burst the bottles, and the wine is 
spilled, and the bottles yy will be marred : but new wine 
must be put into new bottles.] 23 ft came to pass, 
that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day ; 
and his disciples began, as they went, ^ to pluck the ears of t ^eut. xxiii. 
corn. 24 And the Pharisees said unto him. Behold, why 
do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful? 

25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what c^sam.xxi.c. 
David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, 
and they that were with him ? 26 How he went into the 

house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and 


read, that day. 

^ otnit. 

yy read, marred. 

19.] The repetition in the last clause, con- 
tained neither in Matthew nor I/uke, is in- 
consistent with the design of an abridger ; 
and sufficiently shews the primary autho- 
rity of this report, as also in that day, 
ver. 20. St. Mark especially loves these 
solemn repetitions : compare ch. ix. 42 ff. 
It is strange to see such a Commentator 
as De Wette calling the repetition, in 
that day, a proof of carelessness. It is a 
touching way, as Meyer well observes, of 
expressing *in that dark day.^ 21.] 

Render, according to the correct reading, 
which cannot well be explained in the 
margin, the fllling-up takes away from it, 
the new from the old, and a worse rent 
takes place. See note on Matthew. The 
addition here of the new confirms the 
view taken of the parable there. 

23 — 28.] Tue disciples pluck eabs 
OP COKN ON THE Sabbath. Matt. xii. 
1 — 8. Luke vi. 1 — 5. The same may be 
said of the three accounts as in the last 
case, with continually fresh evidence of 
their entire independence of one another. 

23. began, as they went, to plnok] 
literally, began to make their way, pluck- 
ing ... is matter of detail and minute 
depiction. The interpretation of this nar- 
rative given by Meyer, I believe to be an 
entirely mistaken one. He urges the strict 
sense of ‘ to make a way,* and insists on the 
sense conveyed by our narrative being, as 
VOL. I. 


literally, UU- fulled, 
y read, will. 

^ omitted in some ancient copies. 

distinguished from those in Matthew, Luke, 
that the disciples made a way for them- 
selves through the wheat field, hy plucking 
the ears of corn, further maintaining, that 
there is no allusion Acre to their having eaten 
the grains of wheat, as in Matthew, Luke. 
But (1) the foundation on which all this is 
built is insecure. The same Greek expres- 
sion in the LXX does undoubtedly mean 
*to make one’s journey * And (2) as to no 
allusion being made to their having eaten 
the corn, how otherwise could the had 
need” have been common to the dis- 
ciples and to David? Could it be said 
that any necessity compelled them to clear 
the path by pulling up the overhanging 
stalks of corn ? How other^^d8e could the 
remarkable addition in our narrative, ver. 
27, at all bear upon the case ? Fritzsche’s 
rendering, ‘ to mark the way by plucking 
ears, and strewing them in it," is still 
worse. 25. be] emphatic, — Himself, 
taking up the cause of his disciples and not 
leaving their defence to themselves. 

26.] in the days of Abiatbar tbe bigb 
priest: i. e. necessarily in the original, 
during tbe bigb priesthood of Abiatbar. 
But in 1 Sam. xxi., from which this ac- 
count is taken, Ahimelech, not Ahiaihar, 
is the High Priest. There is however con- 
siderable confusion in the names about this 
part of the history : Ahimelech himself is 
called Ahiah, 1 Sam. xiv. 3 ; and wbereaa 
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did eat tlie sliewbread, ^wliicli is not lawful to eat but for 
the priests, and gave also to them which were with him? 
^7 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made ^^ for 
man, and not man ** for the sabbath : therefore the Son 
of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

III. ^ And he entered again into the synagogue ; and 
there was a man there which had a withered hand. ^ And 
they watched him, whether he would heal him on the 
sabbath day ; that they might accuse him. ^ And he 
saith imto the man which had the withered hand, Stand 
forth. ^ And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good 
on the sabbath days, or to do evil ? to save life, or to kill ? 
But they held their peace. ^ And when he had looked 
round about on them with anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch 
forth thine hand. And he stretched it out ; and his hand 
was restored whole as the other']. ^ And the Pharisees 
« Matt. ixii. 16. went forth, and straightway took counsel with ®thc 

render, on acCOUnt of. 

* literally, Rise up in the midst. ^ omit. 

(1 Sam. xxii. 20) Ahimelech has a son typically, as setting forth the rest which 
Abiathwr, in 2 Sam. viii. 17, Ahimelech remains for God’s people (Heb. iv. 9). But 
is the son of Abiathar, and in 1 Chron. He who is now speaking has taken on 
xviii. 16, Ad)imelech. Amidst this varia- himself Manhood, the whole nature of 
tion, we can hardly undertake to explain Man : and is rightful lord over creation as 
the difficulty in the text. In some MSS. granted to man, and of all that is made 
the words are omitted ; in others they are for man, and therefore of the Sabbath. 
altered, to give the words strictly the The whole dispensation of time is created 
sense ^ In the time of Abiathar the High for man, for Christ as He is man, and is 
Priest,’ so that the difficulty might be in his absolute power. There is a remark - 
avoided by understanding the event to able parallel, in more than the mere mode 
have happened in the time of (but not of expression, in 2 Mace. v. 19 : Qod did 
necessarily during the high priesthood of) not choose the people for the placets sake, 
Abiathar (who was afterwards) the High but the place for the people^ s sake. 

Priest. But supposing the reading to be 28.] also, as well as of His other domains 
so, what author would in an ordinary nar- or elements of lordship and power, 
rative think of designating an event thus ? Chap. III. 1—6.] Healinu op the 
Who for instance would speak of the withered hand. Matt. xii. 9—14. Luke 
defeat of the Philistines at Ephesdammim, vi. 6—11. On Matthew’s narrative, see 
where Goliath fell, as happening in the notes on Luke. The two other accounts 
time of David the king 1 Who would ever are cognate, though each has some parti- 
understand, ‘ in the time of Eliswus the culars of its own. 1.] again, see ch. i. 
prophet,* as importing, in matter of fact, 21,- amother Sabbath** Luke. The 
any other period than that of i)iQ prophets synagogue was at Capernaum. 2.] St. 
course of Elisha ? Yet this is the way Luke only adds that it was the Scribes and 
in which the difficulties of the Gospels Pharisees who watched Him. 4.] unto 
have been attempted to be healed over. them. St. Luke adds I will ask you one 
With the restoration of the true reading thing :** as his account is the most de- 
(sec my Greek Test.), even this resource tailed, I refer to the notes there. 5.] 
fails. 27.]peculiar to Mark, and highly being grieved for the hardness of thedr 
important. ^0 Sabbath was an ordinance hearts — peculiar to Mark : the word im- 
for man ; for man’s rest, both actually and plies sympathy with their (spiritually) 
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Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 

7 But J esus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea : 
and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from 
Judaea, ® and from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and 
from beyond Jordan ; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a 
great multitude, when they had heard what great things 
he did, came unto him. ^ And he spake to his disciples, 
that a small ship should wait on him because of the multi- 
tude, lest they should throng him. For he [^ha(r\ 
healed many ; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to 
touch him, as many as had plagues. ^And ^ unclean 
spirits^ when they saw him, fell down before him, and 
cried, saying, ^Thou art the Son of God. And ^ he g w!*' 
® straitly charged them that they should not make him 
known. And he goeth pp into ^ a mountain, and calleth 
unto him whom S he would : and they came unto him. 

And he ^ ordained twelve, that they should be with him, 
and that he might send them forth to preach, and to 
have power [i to heal sicknesses, and] to cast out devils : 

and Simon ' he surnamed Peter ; and James the son] i John i. 43 . 
of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he sur- 


^ not in the original. 

® render, charged them much. 
& literally, he liimself. 

^ omitted in some of the oldest MSS. 

miserable state of hard-lieartcdness. 

6. Herodians] See notes on Matt. xvi. 6, 
and xxii. 16. Why the Pharisees and 
Herodians should now combine, is not 
apparent. There must have been some 
reason of which we are not aware, which 
united these opposite sects in enmity 
against our Lord. 

7 — 12.] A GENERAL SUMMARY OF 
OUR Lord’s healing and casting out 
DEVILS BY THE SEA OF Galilee. Pecu- 
liar in this shape to Mark ; but probably 
answering to Matt. xii. 15 — 21. Luke vi. 
17 — 19. The description of the multi- 

tudes, and places whence they came, sets 
before us, more graphically than any where 
else in the Gospels, the composition of the 
audiences to which the Lord spoke, and 
whom He healed. The repetition of a 
great multitude (ver. 8) is the report of 
one who sanv the numbers from Tyre and 
Sidon coming and going. 11.] The 
unclean spirits are here spoken of in the 
person of those possessed by them, and the 
two ftised together : for as it was impos- 


d render, the unclean spirits. 

^ render, the. 

^ render, appointed. 

^ not expressed in the original, 

sible that any hut the spirits could have 
knotvn that He was the Son of God, so 
it. was the material body of the possessed 
which fell down before Him, and their 
voice which uttered the cry : see note on 
Matt. viii. 32. The notion of the semi- 
rationalists, that the sick identified them- 
selv>es with the damons, is at once refuted 
by the universal agreement of the testi- 
mony given on such occasions, that Jesus 
was the Son of Ood. 

13—19.] The affointment of the 
Twelve, and its purposes. Matt. x. 
1 — 4. Luke vi. 12 — 16. See Luke, where 
we learn that He went up overnight to pray, 
and called his disciples to Him when it was 
day, — and notes on Matthew. On the 
mountain see Matt. v. 1. 14.] The 

literal sense of the word rendered ordained 
is made : i. e. nominated, — set apart. We 
have here the most distinct intimation of 
any, of the reason of this appointment. 

16.] On the list of the Apostles, see 
note at Matt. x. 2. The name Pe^er, 
according to St. Mark, seems to be now first 
2 
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named them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 

and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholopiew, and 
Matthew, and Thomas, and James [^the son\ of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus, and Simon the '^Camanite, and Judas 
Iscariot, which also betrayed him. • 

And they went into an house. And the multitude 
k cb. Vi. 81 . cometh together again, ^ so that they could not so much as 

eat bread, when his friends heard of it, they went 

ijohnvii.6! out to lay hold on him : ^for they said. He is beside him- 
self. And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem 
""L^ke xL is!' said, ™ lie hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils 
^Hr 48 ,' 62 ^?' casteth he out devils. ^3 called them unto him, 

and said unto them in parables. How can Satan cast out 
Satan ? ^ And if a kingdom be divided against itself, 

that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided 
against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan 
rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, 

^ not expressed in the original, ^ read, CananSDail .* see note on Matt, x. 4. 

given. This, at all events, does not look resumed by then in ver. 31 : see reff. 
like the testimony of Peter : but perhaps went out (perhaps from Nazareth, — or, 
the words are not to be so accurately answering to John ii. 12, from Caper- 
pressed. 17.] Boanerges, — perhaps on naurr^, set out : sec eh. v. 14. They heard 

account of their vehement and zealous dis- of his being so beset by crowds : see w. 
position, of which we see marks Luke ix. 7 — 11. Our version is right in giving 
64 : Mark ix. 38 j X. 37 : see also 2 John 10; the meaning He is mad; for the sense 
but this is uncertain. requires it. They had doubtless heard of 

20 — 36.] Chaeges against Jesus, — the accusation of his having a daemon : 
OP MADNESS BY HIS RELATIONS, — whicli we must suppose not to have first 
OF D.EMONIACAL POSSESSION BY THE begun after this, but to have been going 
Scribes. His Replies. Matt. xii. 22 — on throughout this course of miracles. 
87, 46 — 50. Luke xi. 14 — 26 ; viii. 19 — 21. 22.] the scribes which came down 

Our Lord had just cast out a deaf and from Jerusalem .... peculiar to Mark ; see 
dumb spirit (see notes on Matthew) in the note on Matt. ver. 24. Here Matthew has 
open air (Matt., ver. 23), and now they re- “ the Pharisees** — Luke ‘‘some of them,** 
tire into the house. TTie omission of this, i.e. “ the people.** He hath Beelzebub] 
wholly inexplicable if St. Mark had had This addition is most important. If He 
either Matthew or Luke before him, belongs was possessed by Beelzebub, the prince of 
to the fragmentary character of his Gospel, the daemons. He would thus have autho- 
The common accounts of the compilation rity over the inferior evil spirits, 
of this Gospel are most capricious and ab- 23.] he called them unto him is not 

surd. In one place, St. Mark omits a dis- inconsistent with His being in an house 

course — ' because it was not his purpose He called them to Him, they having been 
to relate discowrses;*—m he far off. We must remember the large 

a discourse, omitting the occasion whicli courts in the oriental houses. in para- 
led to it, as here. The real fact being, bles, namely, a kingdom, &c., a house, &c., 
that the sources of St. Mark's Gospel are the strong man, &c. How can Satan 

generally of the highest order, and most cast out Satan 1] The external unity of 
direct, but the amount of things con- Satan and his kingdom is strikingly de- 
tained very scanty and discontinuous, dared by this simple way of putting the 

20. again] resumed from ch. ii. 2. question ; see note on Matthew. The ex- 

21. ] Peculiar to Mark. his pression must not be taken as meaning. Can 
friends] those from his house : his rela- one devil cast out another ? The Satan 
tions, beyond a doubt— for the sense is who casts out and the Satan who is cast out 
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but bath an end. man can enter into a strong 24. 

man's house, and spoil his goods, except he wiU first bind 
the strong man ; and then he will spoil his house. 

38 o Y(3j.i][y j gay unto you. All ^sins shall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and ^ blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme : but he that shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is ® in danger 
of eternal damnation : because they said, He hath an 

unclean spirit. 

There came then his brethren and his mother, and, 
standing without, sent unto him, calling him. And the 
multitude sat about him, and they said unto him. Behold, 
thy mother and thy brethren P without seek for thee. 

And he answered them, saying. Who is my mother, or 
my brethren ? 24. j^^d he looked roimd about on them 

which sat about him, and said. Behold my mother and my 
brethren ! 25 Yor whosoever shall do the will of God, the 

same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. 

lY. 1 And he began again to teach by the sea side : and 
there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he 
entered into ^ a ship, and sat in the sea ; and the whole 

^ render, their sins. ^ render, the blasphemies. 

0 read, guilty of eternal sin. 

P after brethren some ancient MSS. insert, and thy sisters. 

^ render, the. 


are the same person : compare ver. 26. 
26.] but hath an end, peculiar to Mark. 

29. guilty of eternal sin] Beza 
explains eternal by ^ never to he wiped out/ 
It is to the critical treatment of the 
sacred text that we owe the restoration 
of such important and deep-reaching ex- 
pressions as this. It finds its parallel in 
pe shall die in your sins, John viii. 24. 
Kuinoehs idea, quoted and adopted by 
Wordsw., that sin means the punishment 
of sin, seems to be entirely unfounded. 
And as to its being a Novatian error to 
assert that sin is eternal ” (Wordsw.), it is 
at all events a legitimate inference from 
" hath never forgiveness^^ (literally, remis- 
sion) . If a sin remains unremitted for ever, 
what is it but eternal ? 80.] explains 

the ground and meaning of this awful 
denunciation of the Lord. 81.] 

standing without, sent unto him, oalUng 
him is one of Markus precise details. 

82.] And the multitude sat about him is 
another such. 84.] Matthew here has 
some remarkable and graphic details also : 


stretched forth his hand upon his 
disciples ’*.... Both accounts were from 
eye-witnesses, the one noticing the out- 
stretched hand; the other, the look cast 
round. Deeply interesting are such par- 
ticulars, the more so, as shewing the way 
in which the records arose, and their 
united strength, derived from their inde- 
jMjndence and variety. 

Chap. IV. 1—9.] Paeable op the 
SOWEE. No fixed mark of date. Matt, 
xiii. 1 — 9. Luke viii. 4 — 8. There is the 
same intermixture of absolute verbal iden- 
tity and considerable divergence, as we 
have so often noticed : which is wholly 
inexplicable on the ordinary suppositions. 
In this case the vehicles of the parable in 
Matthew and Mark (see Matthew, vv. 1 — 3 ; 
Mark, vv. 1, 2) bear a strong, almost verbal, 
resemblance. Such a parable would be 
carefully treasured in all the Churches as a 
subject of catechetical instruction : and, 
in general, in proportion to the popular 
nature of the discourse, is the resemblance 
stronger in the reports of it. 1* agaiiiQ 



230 


ST* MARK. 


IV. 


multitude was by tbe sea on the land. ^ And he taught 
pch.xii.88. them many things by parables, Pand said unto them in 
his doctrine, ^ Hearken ; Behold, ® there went out a sower 
to sow : ^ and it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 
the way side, and the fowls the air~\ came and 

devoured it up. ^ And some fell on ® stony ground, where 
it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, 
because it had no depth of earth : ^ but when the sun was 
up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it 
withered away. And some fell among ^ thorns, and the 
thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 
^ other fell on S good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased ; and brought forth, some thirty, 
and some sixty, and some an hundred. ^ And he said 
unto them]. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
And when he was alone, they that were about him with 
the twelve asked of him the Sparable, n And he said unto 
them. Unto you is given know] the mystery of 
the kingdom of God: but unto ’’them that are without, 
Ti!^ all [} these] things are done in parables : ® that seeing 

6 Isa- vL 9. ^ they may see, and not perceive ; and hearing they may 
I'i. hear, and not understand ; lest at any time they should be 
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 
13 And he said unto them. Know ye not this parable ? and 
how [“ then] will ye know all parables ? 


® render, the SOWer Went out. ^ omit. 

® render, the stony ground. ^ render, the thorns. 

fS render, the gOod ground. ^ omit 

1 read, parables. ^ omit. 1 not in the original, 

some ancient authorities read, it should be forgiven them, impersonal : 


i. e. they should have forgiveness. 

see ch. iii. 7. The began is coincident 
with the gathering together of the crowd. 

2.] Out from among the many 
things, the great mass of His teaching, 
one parable is selected, which He spoke 
during it— in his doctrine. 8.] Hearken 
—this solemn prefatory word is peculiar 
to Mark. 4 — 8.] Matthew and Mark 

agree nearly verbally. In ver. 7 St. Mark 
adds and it yielded no fruit, and in ver. 8, 
that sprang up and increased. 

10—12.] Reason for speaking in 
PARABLES. Matt. xiii. 10—17. Luke viii. 
9, 10. 10.] they that were about 

him with the twelve ; “ his disciples ” 
Luke. 11.] the mystery; the mys- 
teries** Matthew and Luke. them that 


not in the original. 

are without added here (“ the rest,** Luke) 
means the multitudes — those out of the 
circle of his followers. In the Epistles, 
all who are not Christians, — the cor- 
responding meaning for those days, — are 
designated by it. 12.] We must keep 
the that strictly to its full meaning — in 
order that. When God transacts a matter, 
it is idle to say tliat the result is not the 
purpose. He doeth all things after the 
counsel of His own will. St. Matthew, as 
usual, quotes a prophecy ; St. Mark hardly 
ever — except at the beginning of his 
Gospel : St. Luke, very seldom. 

13—20.] Explanation op the Pa- 
rable OF THE Sower. In this parable 
the general question which had been asked 
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The sower soweth the word, And these are they 
by the wajf side, where the word is sown ; but when they 
have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away 
the word that was sown in ® their hearts. And these are 
they likewise which are sown on V stony ground; who, 
when they have heard the word, immediately receive it 
with gladness ; 17 and have no root in themselves, and so 
^ endure but for a time : afterward, when affliction or 
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they 
are offended, i® And ^ these are they which are sown 
among thorns ; ® such as hear the word, i^ and the cares of 
^ this world, ^ and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful. 20 these are they which are sown on 
^ good ground ; such as hear the word, and receive it, and 
bring forth fruit, some ^ thirtyfoldy some sixty, and some 
an hundred. 21 u unto them. Is a candle ^ Matt. v. is. 

' Lukeviil. 16 : 

brought to be put imder ^ a bushel, or under ^ a bed ? 
and not to be set on candlestick? there is "" 

nothing hid, ^ which shall not he manifested; neither was 
any thing kept secret, but that it should come y abroad. 

23 ^If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 


0 read, them. P render, the stony places. 

^ or, are creatures of circumstances : see note on Matt. xiii. 21. 

^ read, others. ® read, these are they which have heard. 


^ read, the. 

^ render, thirty, as in ver, 8. 

X the reading is in some uncertainty, 
which seems the best, is, except that it 
y render, to light. 

ver. 10 with regard to parables is tacitly 
assumed to have had special reference 
to the one parable which has been given 
at length. Or we may understand, that 
the qu'^stion of ver. 10 took the form 
which is given in Matthew : “ Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables in 
which case the words must mean, asked 
Him oonoeming parables; or His para- 
bles. The three explanations (see Matt, 
xiii. 18 — 23 : Luke viii. 9 — 15) are very 
nearly related to one another, with however 
differences enough to make the common 
hypotheses quite untenable. Matthew and 
Mark agree nearly verbatim ; Matthew 
however writing throughout in the sin- 
gular. Mark has some additions, e. g. the 
sower soweth the word, ver. 14, — after 
the deceitfulness of riches,*^ ver. 19, and 


^ render, the good groUTld. 

^ render, the. 

That of the Vatican MS. and the Sinaitic, 
should be manifested. 

the lusts of other things : — and some varia- 
tions, e. g. Satan for St. Matthew^s “ the 
wicked onef and St. Luke’s “ the devU.** 
Such matters are not trifling, because 
they show the gradual deflection of verbal 
expression in different versions of the same 
report , — nor is the general agreement of 
St. Luke’s, which seems to be from a dif- 
ferent hearer. 16.] likewise, after the 
same analogy : — carrying on a like principle 
of interpretation. 20.] Notice the con- 
cluding words of the interpretation exactly 
reproducing those of the parable, ver. 8, as 
characteristic. It is remarkable that the 
same is found in Matthew but in another 
form and order : one taking the climax, the 
other the anticlimax. In Luke, the two are 
varied. 21 — 26.] Luke viii. 16 — 18; 

and for ver. 25, Matt. xiii. 12. The rest is 
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te said unto them, Take heed what ye hear : ^ with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you : and ^ unto 
^ LSkeSlS; given, ^ For he that hath, to 

him shall be given : and he that hath not, from him shall 
be taken even that which he hath. ^6 ^^d he said. So is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground ; and should sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed should spring and grow up, ®-he knoweth not 
how. For] the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself ; 

first the blade, then the ear, after that ® the full corn in 
the ear. ^9 gut when the fruit is brought forth, imme- 
z Rev. xiv. 15. diately ^'he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is 
come. 

read, more shall be given unto you. 

literally, he himself. ^ omit. ® read, there is. 

mostly contained in other parts of Matthew of this man, as to wliether it is Christ or 
(v. 15 ; X. 26 ; vii. 2), where see notes, his ministers. The former certainly seems 
Here it is spoken with reference to teach- to be excluded by should sleep, and he 
ing by parables that they might take knoweth not how, ver. 27; and perhaps 
care to gain from them all the instruction the latter by putteth in the sickle, ver. 
which they were capable of giving:— not 21), But I believe the parable to be one 
hiding them under a blunted understand- taken simply from human things, — the 
ing, nor, when they did understand them, sower being quite in the background, and 
neglecting the teaching of them to others, the whole stress being on the seed — its 
24.] more shall he given unto you power and its development. The man then 
(see var. readd.), more shall be added, i.e. is just the fa/rmer or husbandman, hardly 
more knowledge : so Kuthymius : with admitting an interpretation, but necessary 
what measure ye measure your attention, to the machinery of the parable, 
with the same shall knowledge be measured Observe, that in this case it is not his 
to you : i. e. as much attention as you give, seed as in Luke viii. 5, — and the agent is 
so much knowledge shall be served out to only hinted at in the most general way. 
you, and not only so much, but even If a meaning must he assigned, the best is 
more .... In the gospel according to “human agency in general. 27.] 

Matthew this is said in another manner, sleep and rise — i. a, employs himself others 
and with another intent.” wise — goes about his ordinary occupations. 

26 — 29.] Parable of the seed &row- The seed sown in the heart is in its growth 
ING WE KNOW NOT HOW. Peculiar to dependent on other causes than mere 
Mark. By Commentators of the Straus- human anxiety and watchfulness: — on a 
sian school it is strangely supposed to be mysterious jjower implanted by God in the 
the same as the parable of the tares, with seed and the soil combined, the working of 
the tares left out. If so, a wonderful which is hidden from human eye. 
and most instructive parable has arisen No trouble of ours can accelerate the 
out of the fragments of the other, in growth, or shorten the stages through 
which the idea is a totally different one. which each seed must pass. It is 

It is, the growth of the once-deposited the mistake of modem Methodism, for 
seed by the combination of its own de- instance, to be always working at the 
velopment with the genial power of the seed, taking it up to see whether it is 
earth, all of course under the creative growing, instead of leaving it to God's 
hand of God, but independent of human own good time, and meanwhile diligently 
care and anxiety during this time of doing God's work elsewhere : see Stier, 
growth. 26.J Observe said, without iii. p. 12. Wesley, to fiivour his system, 
unto them — implying that He is now pro- strangely explains sleep and rise night 
ceeding with bus teaching to the people : and day, exactly contrary to the meaning 
compare ver. 33. a man] Some diffi- of the parable — ‘Hhat is, has it continually 
culty has been felt about the interpretation in his thoughts." 29.] he pnttelh in — 
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And lie said, Whereunto ® shall we lilcen the kinsr- aAct8ii.4i: 

^ ^ o iv. 4; V.14; 

dom of God ?, or with what comparison ® shall we compare 
it ? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it 
is sown ^ in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be ^ in 
the earth : 32 but when it is sown, it groweth up, and 
becometh greater than all herbs, and % shooteth out great 
branches ; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the 
shadow of it. 33 with many such parables spake he ^ 

the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 34 Il^^ 
without a parable spake he not unto them: and when 
they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples. 

3S And the same day, when the even was come, he saith 
unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 30 
when they had sent away the multitude, they took him 
even as he was in the ship. And there were also with 
him other ^ little ships. 37 And there arose a great 
storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it 
was now '^fall. 38 And he was in the hinder part of the 
ship, asleep on ^ a pillow : and they awake him, and say 
unto him. Master, carest thou not that we perish ? 39 And 
he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea. 

Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a 

d ready HoW. ® render, lUUSt. ^ render, upon, 

S render, maketh. ^ read, ships. ^ render, filling. 

^ render, the. 


i. e. the husbandiimn, see above. Sec 
Joel iii. 13, to which this verse is a refer- 
ence : — also llev. xiv. 14, 15, and 1 Pet. i. 
23—25. 

30 — 34.] Parable of the grain of 
MUSTARD SEED. Matt. xiii. 31 — 35. Lnke 
xiii. 18, 19. 30.] Tliis Rabbinical 

method of questioning before beginning a 
discourse is also found in Luke, ver. 18, — 
without however the condescending 'plural, 
which embraces the disciples, in their work 
of preaching and teaching, — and indeed 
gives all teachers an example, to what 
they may liken the Kingdom of God. 

81.] The repetition of expressions verbatim 
in discourses is peculiar to Mark ; so in the 
earth here, and cannot stand ch. iii. 24, 25, 
26 : and see a very solemn instance, ch. ix. 
44_48. 32.] and shooteth out great 

branches is also peculiar. See notes on 
Matthew and Luke. 83.] as they were 
able to hear it, according to their capa- 
city of receiving ; — see note on Matt, xiii, 
12. 34.] when they were alone . . . 

We have three such instances — the 


the tares. Matt. xiii. 36 ff., and the saying 
concerning defilement. Matt. xv. 15 ff. To 
these we may add tlui two parables in John 
— ch. X. 1 — 18, which however was pub^ 
licly explained, — and ch. xv. 1 — 12 ; — and 
perhaps Luke xvi. 9 ; xviii. 6 — 8. 

38 — 41.] The stilling of the storm. 
Matt. viii. 18, 23 — 27. Luke viii. 22 — 25. 
Mark’s words bind this occurrence by a 
precise date to the preceding. It took 
place in the evening of the day on which 
the Parables were delivered : and our ac- 
count is so rich in additional particulars, 
as to take the highest rank among the 
three as to precision. 36.] even as 
he was, i. e. without any preparation or 
refreshment. other ships] These 

were probably some of the multitudes 
following, who seem to have been sepa- 
rated from them in the gale. 37.] a 

Storm of wind is also in Jiuke, whose account 
is in the main so diflerently worded. 

88.] the pillow, the cushion or seat at the 
stern, us^ by our Lord as a pillow. 

39.] Peace, be still: these remarkable 



234 


ST. MAEK. 


IV. 40, 41. 


great calm. And lie said unto them, Why are ye so 
fearful ? how is it that ye have no faith ? , And they 
feared ^exceedingly, and said one to another, ^ What 
manner of man is this^ that even the wind and the sea obey 
him? 

Y. 1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, 
into the country of the ^ Gadarenes. ^ when he was 
come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, ^ ’^ho had his 
dwelling among the tombs ; and no man could bind him, 
no, not with chains : ^ because that he had been often 
bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been 
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces : 
neither could any man tame him. ^ And always, night 
and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, 
crying, and cutting himself with stones. ^ But when he 
saw J esus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, *7 and cried 
with a loud voice, and said. What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by 
God, that thou torment me not. ^ Pqp said imto him, 
Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. ^ And he 
asked him. What is thy name ? And he answered, saying, 


1 literally, with a great fear. “ render, Who then is this. 

the reading is uncertain, hut Gergesenes seems here most likely. Some 
ancient MSS. have Gerasenes. See on Matt. viii. 28 : and my Greek Test. Vol. I. 
•prolegomena, ch. vi. 


words are given only here. On the varia- 
tions in the accounts, see on Matthew, ver. 
25. 41.] The then expresses the inference 

from the event which they had witnessed : 
Who then is this, seeing He doeth such 
things ? 

Chap. V. 1—20.] Healino of a DiE- 
MONIAC AT Geeoesa. Matt. viii. 28 — 34. 
Luke viii. 26 — 39. The accounts of St. 
Mark and St. Luke are strictly cognate, and 
bear traces of having been originally given 
by two eye-witnesses, or perhaps even by one 
and the same, and having passed through 
others who had learnt one or two minute 
additional particulars. St. Matthew's ac- 
count is evidently not from an eye-witness. 
Some of the most striking circumstances are 
there omitted. See throughout notes on 
Matthew, wherever the narrative is in 
common. 4.] The because gives the 
reason, not why he could not be bound, but 
why the conclusion was come to that he 
could not. The fetteri are shackles for the 
feet, the chain! for general use, without 


specifying for what part of the body. 6.] 

afar off and ran are peculiar to Mark. 

7.] I adjure thee by God ; “ I beseech thee"' 
Luke. 8 .] St. Mark generally uses the 
direct address in the second person ; see 
ver. 12. For he said] literally, For He 
was saying to him, &c. 9.] for we are 

many has perhaps given rise to the report 
of two da3moniacs in Matthew. I cannot 
see in the above supposition any thing 
which should invalidate the testimony of the 
Evangelists. Rather are all such tracings 
of discrepancies to their source, most in- 
teresting and valuable. Nor can I con- 
sent for a moment to accept here the very 
lame solution which supposes one of the 
dmmoniacs not to he mentioned by St. Mark 
and St. Luke : in other words, that the least 
circumstantial account is in possession of an 
additional particular which gives a new 
aspect to the whole : for the plural, used 
here and in Luke of the many dtemons in 
one man, is there used of the two men, and 
their separate deemons. On legion see 
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My name is Legion : for we are many, 
besought hi{n much that he would not send them away out 
of the country. Now there was there nigh unto the 
moui^tains a great herd of swine feeding. And ® all the 
devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that 
we may enter into them. And forthwith Jesus gave 
them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and 
entered into the swine : and the herd ran violently down 
* a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand ;) 
and were choked in the sea. And they that fed the 
swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. 

And they went out to see what it was that was done. 

And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed 
with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, 
and in his right mind : and they were afraid, And 
they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine. 

^And they began to pray him to depart out of their a Acts xvi. so. 
coasts. And ^ ivhen he was come into the ship, he that 
had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he 
might be with him. ^ Uowheit Jesus suffered him not, 
but saith unto him. Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
how ^ great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
had compassion on thee. And he departed, and began 
to publish in Decapolis how ^ great things J esus had done 
for him : and all men did marvel. 

And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto 
the other side, much people gathered unto him : and he 

0 read, they. render, the precipice. 

^ read, as he was getting into the ship. 

® read, And he. ^ render, many. 

note, Luke, ver. 30. 10.] send them times have been prejudicial to them : — 

away out of the country; command see note on Matthew, ver. 32 (I. 4). 
them to go out into the deep ” Luke : see on 20.] Oadara (see on Matt. viii. 28) was one 
Matthew, ver. 30. 13.] about two of the cities of Decapolis (see also on Matt, 

thousand ; — peculiar to Mark, who gives us iv. 25). ** Our Lord, in His humility, 

usually accurate details of this kind ; see ascribed the work to His Father : but the 
ch. vi. 37, — where however John (vi. 7) also healed man, in his gratitude, attributed it 
mentions the sum. 16, 16.] Omitted by to Christ.” Euthymius. He commands 
8t. Matthew, as also vv. 18 — 20. The whole the man to tell this, for He was little 
of this is full of minute and interesting known in Persea where it happened, and 
detail. 18.1 Euthymius and Theophy- so would have no consequences to fear, as in 
lact suppose that he feared a fresh incur- Galilee, &c. 

sion of the evil spirits. 19.] There was 21 — 43.] Baisino of JaXeus’s 
perhaps some reason why this man should daughter, and healing of a woman 
be sent to proclaim God's mercy to his with an issue of blood. Matt. ix. 18 — 
friends. His example may in former 26. Luke viii. 41— 56. The same remarks 
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was nigh, unto the sea. And, behold, there cometh one 
of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name ; and when 
he saw him, he fell at his feet, and besought him 

® greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death : I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that 
she may be ^healed; and she shall live, And S Jesus 
went with him; and much people followed him, and 
bLev.rv. 26 . througed him. 25 And a certain woman, '’which had an 
issue of blood twelve years, 26 and had suffered many 
things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 27 when 
she had heard of Jesus, came in the ^ press behind, and 
touched his garment. 28 jpor she said, If I may touch but 
his clothes, I shall be whole. 29 And straightway the 
fountain of her blood was dried up ; and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of that plague. And Jesus, 
c Luke Vi. 10 . immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone 
out of him, turned him about in the ^ press, and said. Who 
touched my clothes ? And his disciples said unto him, 
Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou. 
Who touched me ? ^2 And he looked round about to see 
her that had done this thing. But the woman fearing 
and trembling, knowing what was done ^ in her, came and 
fell down before him, and told him all the truth. And 
^Ac'tJS^o ^Luto her. Daughter, ‘'thy faith hath made thee 

whole ; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. While 
he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the syna- 
gogue [^^s house'] certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: 
why troublest thou the Master any further ? As soon 

® render, much *. see ver, 10. ^ read, healed and live, 

g in original, he. ^ render, the multitude, as in ver. 31. 

^ render, pOWer. ^ read, to her. ^ not in the original, 

apply to these three accounts as to the pressed to mean that she actually said it to 
last. Matthew is even more concise than some one — in herself may be understood, 
there, but more like an eye-witness in his At the same time, the imjgerfect looks very 
narration (see notes on Matthew and like the minute accuracy of one reporting 
Luke) ; — Mark the fullest of the three, what had been an habitual saying of the 
The name of the ruler of the synagogue is poor woman in her distress. 29.] On 
of three syllables, with the accent on the these particulars see notes on Luke, 
second, — Ja-i-rus. 21. gathered unto felt in her body, literally, knew in her 

him ... .1 received him, Luke. body, elliptic — knew hy feeling in her 

23.] Notice the affectionate diminutive body. 82.] Peculiar to Mark, and in- 
little daughter, peculiar to Mark. lieth dicative of an eye-witness. 34.] and 
at the point of death answers to is even be whole of thy plague : peculiar to Mark, 
now de^ Matthew. 24.] St. Matthew and inexplicable, except because the Lord 
adds, amd his disciples** 28.] For really spoke the words, as a solemn ratifi- 

Bhe laid (was saying) perhaps need not be cation of the healing which she had as it 
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as Jesus ^ heard the word ^ that was spoken, he saith unto 
the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and 
James, and John the brother of James. 38 cometh 

to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth o the 
tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39 
when he was come in, he saith unto them. Why make ye 
this ado, and weep ? the damsel is not dead, but ® sleepeth. e johnxi.ii. 
^ And they laughed him to scorn. ^But when he had put f Actsix.io. 
them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the 
damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in 
where the damsel was [P lying\ And he took the 
damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; 
which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, 
arise. And straightway the damsel arose, and walked ; 
for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were 
astonished with a great astonishment. ^3 And ^ he charged 
them straitly that no man should know it; and com- 
manded that something should be given her to eat. 

VI. 1 And ®he went out from thence, and came into his a see Luke iv. 
own coimtry ; and his disciples follow him. ^ And when 
the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue : and many hearing him were astonished, 

^ read, overheard. ^ render, being spoken. 

® render, a. P omitted hy many ancient authorities. 


were surreptitiously obtained : see note 
on Luke, ver. 48. 36.] Jesus .... 

overheard the message (word that was) 
being spoken : a mark of accuracy which 
is lost in the A. V. 40.] How 

capricious, according to modern criticism, 
must this Evangelist have been, who com- 
piled his narrative out of Matthew and 
Luke, adding minute particulars — in leaving 
out here knowing that she was dead (Luke), 
a detail so essential, if St. Mark had really 
been what he is represented. Can testimony 
be stronger to the untenablcness of such a 
view, and the independence of his narra- 
tion? And yet such abound in every 
chapter. 41.] I say unto thee is added 
in the translation. The accuracy of St. 
Markus reports, — not, as has been strangely 
suggested, the wish to indicate that our 
Lord did not use mystic m^ical language 
on such occasions, — often gives occasion to 
the insertion of the actual Syriac and 
Aramaic words spoken by the Lord : see 
ch. vii. 11, 34; xiv. 36. Talitha, in the 
ordinary dialect of the people, is a word of 
endearment addressed to a young maiden. 


So that the words are equivalent to Eise, 
my child. Peculiar to Mark. The 
whole account is probably derived from 
the testimony of Peter, who was present. 
For she was of the age of twelve years is 
added, as Bengel, to shew that she “re- 
turned to the state of body congruous to 
her age.” 43.] betokens an eye- 

witness, who relates what passed within. 
St. Matthew says nothing of this, but tells 
what took place loithout, viz. the spreading 
abroad of the report. Notice in the last 
words, that her further recovery of strength 
is left to natural causes. 

Chap. VI. 1 — 6.] Rejection of Jesus 

BY HIS COUNTRYMEN AT NaZARETH. 
Matt. xiii. 54 — 58, where see notes. 

1.] went out from thence, not, from the 
house of Jdirus, by the expression his own 
country in the corresponding clause. I 
may go out of my own house into a neighs 
hour^s, but I do not say, I go out of my 
own house into Lincolnshire : the two mem- 
bers of such a sentence must correspond : — 
out of Leicestershire into Lincolnshire 
— so, as corresponding to his own country, 
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b John Vi. 48. eaying, ^ From whence hath this man these things? and 
what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that \_^evGn\ 
such mighty works are wrought by his hands ? ^ Is not 

0 jee Matt. xu. this the Carpenter, the son of Mary, brother of 

James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not 
dMatt.xi.o. hig sisters here with us? And they ‘^were offended at 
e John iT.44. him. ^ But Jesus said unto them, ®A prophet is not 
without honour, but in his own country, and among his 
fBw Gen.xix. Qwn kiu, and in his own house. ^ ^ And he could there do 
no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few 
g8eei8a.iix. and healed them. ^ And ^he marvelled because 

of their unbelief. 

h Luke iiii. 22 . ^And he went round about the villages, teaching. 

icii.iii.18,14. 7 i And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth by two and two ; and gave them power over 
unclean spirits ; ^ and commanded them that they should 
take nothing for their journey, save a staff only ; no scrip, 
kActBxii.8. no bread, no money in their purse: ^ but *^be shod with 

1 Luke X, 7 . 8. sandals ; and not put on two coats, ^ And he said unto 

them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there 
m Luke X. 10 . abide till ye depart from that place. ^ Audi ^ whosoever 
shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, 


^ omit ^ ready and the. ® read, whatsoever place. 


from thence must mean from that city, i.e. 
Capernaum. This against those who try on 
this misinterpretation to ground a dilference 
between St. Matthew and St. Mark. 

3. the carpenter] This expression does not 
seem to be used at random, — but to signify 
that the Lord had actually worked at the 
trade of his reputed father. Justin Martyr 
says, For He wrought, while among men, 
the ordinary works of a carpenter, to wit, 
ploughs and yokes” Uut on the other 
hand, Origen (carelessly ?) asserts that no- 
where in the Gospels received in the 
churches is Jesus Himself called a car- 
penter. 5.] he could there do no . . . 
the want of ability spoken of is not ab- 
solute, but relative : “ not because He was 
powerless, but because they were faithless.^’ 
Theophyl^t. The same voice, which could 
etill the tempests, could any where and 
under any circumstances have commanded 
diseases to obey ; but in most cases of human 
infirmity, it was our Lord^s practice to re- 
quire faith in the recipient of aid : and 
that being wanting, the help could not be 
givei^ However, from what follows, we 
find that in a few instances it did exist, 
and the help was given accordingly. 


6.] marvelled — this need not surprise us, 
nor be construed otherwise than as a literal 
description of the Lord^s mind : in the 
mystery of his humanity, as He was com- 
passed by human infirmity, — grew in wis- 
dom, — learned obedience, — knew not the 
day nor the hour (c;h. xiii. 32), — so He 
might wonder the unbelief of His country- 
men. And he went round ... see Matt, 
ix. 35. 

7 — 13.] The sendinh forth of the 
Twelve. Matt. x. 1—15. Luke ix. 1—6 : 
see also Matt. ix. 36 — 38, as the introduction 
to this mission. The variations in the three 
accounts are very trifling, as w^e might ex- 
pect in so solemn a discourse delivered to 
all the twelve. See the notes to Matthew ; 
— and respecting the subsequent difterence 
between Matthew (ver. 16 ff.) and Luke, — 
those on Luke x. 7. by two and two] 
These couples are pointed out in Matthew^s 
list of the Apostles — not however in Markus, 
which again shews the total absence of con- 
necting design in this Gospel, such as is often 
assumed. 8 .] Striking instances occur 
in these verses, of the independence of the 
three reports in their present form, 
save a staff only Mark, nor yet a staff 
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“shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony “Act* ihubi, 
d against them. [® Verily I say unto yoUy It shall he more 
tolerable for Sodom and Qomorrha in the day of judgment ^ 
than for that city,'] And they went out, and preached 
that ^ men should repent, And they cast out many 
devils, °and anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them. And king Herod heard [^of him] ; for 
his name was spread abroad : and he said. That John the 
Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore 5 mighty 
works do shew forth themselves in him. p Others said, p Matt. xvi. u. 
That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, 
or] as one of the prophets. But when Herod heard 
thereof, he said, ^It is John, whom I beheaded: he is 
risen from the dead. ^7 For Herod himself had sent forth 
and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for 
Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife : for he had 
married her. For John had said unto Herod, ^It is not 
lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife, Therefore 
Herodias had a quarrel against him, and ^ would have 
killed him ; but she could not : fop Herod ® feared ® 2®- 

John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and 
observed him ; and when he heard him, he did many 


^ render, to. 

e omitted in most of the ancient authorities : frohahty inserted herefrom Matt. x. 15. 
^ not expressed in the original : more probably, thereof, as in rer. 16. 

S or, the powers work mightily in him. ^ omit. 

^ many ancient authorities read, John, whom I beheaded, is risen from 
the dead. ^ i. 

render, kept him safe. 


Matthew, neither a stajf Luke. Sec notes 
on Matthew, also in the next clause. 13.] 
anointed with oil — this oil was not used 
medicinally, but as a vehicle of healing 
power committed to them; — a symbol of a 
deeper thing than the oil itself could ac- 
complish. That such anointing has nothing 
in common with the extreme unction of 
Eomanists, see proved in note on James 
V. 14. See for instances of such symbolic 
use of external applications, 2 Kings v. 14; 
Mark viii. 23 : John ix. 6, &c. 

14—29.] Hekod heaes op it. By 

OCCASION, THE DEATH OP JOHN THE BAP- 
TIST IS BELATED. Matt. xiv. 1 — 12. Luke 
ix. 7 — 9. (Tlie account of John’s death is 
not in Luke.) Our account is, as usual, the 
fullest of details. See notes on Matthew. 

14.] Herod was not king properly, but only 
tetrarch: — see as above. He heard most 
probably of the preaching of tha twelve. 


?. was minded to kill him. 


16.] (He is) a prophet as one of 
the prophets ; — i. o. in their meaning, ‘ He 
is not The Prophet for whom all are wait- 
ing, but only some prophet like those who 
have gone before.’ Where did our Evan- 
gelist get this remarkable expression, in his 
supposed compilation from Matthew and 
LmJce 1 16.] “ I (which is emphatic in 

the original) has the emphasis given by his 
guilty conscience.” Meyer. The prin- 
cipal additional particulars in the following 
account of John’s imprisonment and execu- 
tion are, — ver. 19, that it was Herodias 
who persecuted John, whereas Herod knew 
his worth and holiness, and listened to him 
with pleasure, and even complied in many 
things with his injunctions: — that the 
maiden went and asked counsel of her 
mother before making the request; and 
that an executioner, one of the body-guard, 
was sent to behead John. 18.] said, 
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things, and heard him gladly. And when a convenient 
t Gen. xi. 20 . day was come, that Herod ‘ on his birthday made a supper to 
his lords, high captains, and ^ chief estates of Galilee ; 22 and 
when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, 
and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the Jdng 
said unto the damsel. Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and 
«E«th,v.8,6t I will give it thee. And he sware unto her, ^ Whatso- 
ever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half 
of my kingdom. And she went forth, and said unto 
her mother. What shall I ask ? And she said. The head 
of John the Baptist. ^5 g]^e came in straightway 
with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that 
thou give me by and by in a ^ charger the head of John 
the Baptist. And the king was exceeding sorry ; yet 
for his oath’s sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, 
he would not reject her. ^7 And immediately the king 
sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be 
brought : and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 
2 ^ and brought his head in a ^ cliarger, and gave it to the 
damsel : and the damsel gave it to lier mother. And 
when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his 
corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

And the apostles gathered themselves together unto 
Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, 
and what they had taught. And he said unto them. 
Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a 
vch.iii.2o. while : for '"there were many coming and going, and they 


1 render, chief men. 

more than once: it was the burden of 
Jolnfs exhortations to him. 20.] kept 
him safe, or preserved him; not, as in 
A. V. observed him, or ‘ esteemed him 
highly:" — kept him in safety that he 
should not he killed by Herodias. Whether 
Herod heard him only at such times as 
ho happened to be at Maehan’us, or took 
him also to liis residence at Tiberias, is 
uncertain. 21.] a convenient day, 

not, a festal day, as Hammond and others 
interpret it, — but, a day suitable for 
the purposes of Herodias: which shews 
that the dance, &c. had been all previously 
contrived by her. 

3()_44,] FSEDINa OF THE FIVE THOTT- 

SAND. Matt. xiv. 13 — 21. Lukeix. 10— 17. 
John vi. 1—13. This is one of the very few 
points of comparison between the four 
Gospels during the ministry of our Lord. 
And here again I believe St. Mark’s report 


“ i. e. a large dish. 

to be an original one, and of the very 
highest authority. Professor Bleek believed 
that Mark has used the Gospel of John, 
— on account of the 200 denarii in our 
ver. 37 and John, ver. 7 ; and that he gene- 
rally compiles his narrative from Matthew 
and Luke, which has been elsewhere shewed 
to be utterly untenable. 1 believe St. Mark’s 
to be an original full account ; St. Mat- 
thew’s a compendium of this same account, 
but drawn up independently of St. Mark’s : 
— St. Luke’s a compendium of another ac- 
count : — St. John’s an independent narrative 
of his oum as eye-witness. 30.] Men- 
tioned by Luke, not by Matthew. 31 — 34.] 

One of the most affecting descriptions in the 
Gospels, and in this form peculiar to Mark. 
St. Matthew has a brief compendium of it. 
Every word and clause is full of the rich 
recollections of one who saw, and felt the 
whole. Are we mistaken in tracing the 
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had no leisure so much as to eat. ^2 departed 

into a desert place by ship privately. 33 the people 
saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran ^ afoot 
thither, out of all cities, and outwent them[o, and came 
together unto Am]. 34 <w^j^^ V Jesus, when he came wMatt.ix.8o. 
saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd : 
and he began to teach them many things. 35 ’^lien 
q the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, 
and said. This is a desert place, and now *1 the time is far 
passed : 36 gend them away, that they may go into the 
country round about, and into the villages, and ^buy 
themselves bread : for they have nothing to eat. 37 He 
answered and said unto them. Give ye them to eat. And 
they say unto him, * * Shall we go and buy two hundred ^ ^utn^ xi. 
pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat ? 38 He saith 

unto them. How many loaves have ye ? go and see. And 
when they knew, they say, ^ Five, and two fishes. 39 y jje Mattxv. 
he commanded them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by 
hundreds, and by fifties. And when he had taken the 
five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, 

^ and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his “ Ma?E"kxvi!®‘ 
disciples to set before them ; and the two fishes divided he 
among them all. they did all eat, and were filled. 

^ And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, 

“ render, by land. ® omit. 

P most ancient authorities read, when he came Out he saw. 

*1 hoth expressions are the same in the original, being literally, the hour is 
late, or far advanced. 

^ many ancient authorities read, only, buy themselves something to eat. 

® render, Must. 


warm heart of him who said, ^ I will go 
with thee to prison and to death 
81.] ye yourselves— not others; ‘you alone.* 
33. afoot] perhaps better rendered 
by land. 34.] when he came out, i. e. 
had disembarked, most probably. Meyer 
would render it, ‘ having come forth from 
his solitude,* in Matthew,— and dis- 

embarked* here; but I very much doubt 
the former. There is nothing in Matthew 
to imply that He had reached his place of 
solitude before the multitudes came up. 
John indeed, vv. 3—7, seems to imply this ; 
but He may very well have mounted the 
hill or cliff from the sea before He saw the 
VOL. I. 


multitudes, and this would be on his dis- 
embarkation. 35.] See notes on John 
vi. 3 — 7, and Matt. xiv. 15 — 17. Tlio 
Passover was near, which would account for 
the multitude being on the move. 

37.] This verse is to me rather a decisive 
proof that (see above) Mark had not seen 
John’s account ; for how could he, having 
done so, and with his love for accurate 
detail, have so generalized the particular 
account of Philip’s question ? Tiiat gene- 
ralization was in the account which he used, 
and the circumstance was more exactly re- 
lated by John, as also the following one 
concerning Andrew. The dividing of the 
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and of the fishes. ^ And they that did eat of the loaves 
were about] five thousand men. And straightway he 
constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to 
the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away 
the people. ^ And when he had sent them away^ he 
departed into ^ a mountain to pray. And when even 
was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he 
alone on the land. And he saw them toiling in rowing ; 
for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the 
fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking 
“ SlTi J! 28 .® upon the sea, and ^ would have passed by them. But 
when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed 
it had been ^ a spirit, and cried out : for they all saw 
him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with 
them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer : it is I ; be 
not afraid. And he went up unto them into the ship ; 
and the wind ceased : and they were sore amazed in them- 
selves beyond measure [*, and wondered]. For y^thep 
cch.iii.B: xvi. considered not the miracle of the loaves : for their ® heart was 
hardened. 


^ omitted hy all ancient authorities. 

^ render, the. ^ i, e. was minded to pass by them, 

w render, an apparition : literally, a phantasm. 

* omitted in several ancient authorities, 

y render, they understood not concerning the loaves. 


fishes, and (ver. 43) the taking up frag- 
ments from fishes, are both peculiar to 
and characteristic of Mark : but it would 
have been most inconsistent with his pre- 
cision to have omitted “ besides women and 
children ” in ver. 44, had he had it before 
him. 

46 — 62.] J^:svs walks on the sea. 
Matt. xiv. 22 — 33. John vi. 16 — 21. 
Omitted in Luke. Matthew and Mark are 
very nearly related as far as ver. 47. John's 
account is altogether original, and differing 
materially in details : see notes there, and on 
Matthew. 46.] the ship, i. e. the ship 
in which they had come. Bethsaida — 

this certainly seems (against Lightfoot, 
Wieseler, Thomson, “The Land and the 
Book,” aJ. : see Bishop Ellicott’s note. Lec- 
tures on Life of our Lord, p. 207) to have 
been the city of Peter and Andrew, James 
and John» — on the west side of the lake — 
and in the same direction as Capernaum, 
mentioned by John, ver. 17. The miracle 
just related took place near the other Beth- 
saida {Julias), — L^e ix. 10. 48. and 


would (was minded) have passed by them] 
Peculiar to Mark. “A silent note of Inspi- 
ration. He was about to pass by them. He 
intended so to do. But what man could say 
this ? Who knoweth the mind of Christ but 
the Spirit of God ? Compare 1 Cor. ii. 11.” 
W’'ord8w. But it may be perhaps doubted 
whether this is quite a safe or a sober com- 
ment. would lias here but a faint sub- 
jective reference, and is well expressed by 
the English phrase in the text. See on 
Luke xxiv. 28, for the meaning. Lange well 
remarks, that this would have passed hy ” 
and the “ willingly received him ” of John 
vi. 21, mutually explain one another. 

60.] all saw him, and were troubled : pecu- 
liar to Mark. After this follows the history 
respecting Peter, which might naturally be 
omitted here if this Gospel were drawn up 
under his inspection — but this is at least 
doubtful in any general sense. 62.] 
Peculiar to Mark. for they understood 
not] They did not, from the miracle which 
they had seen, infer the power of the Lord 
over nature. 
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And when they had passed over, they came into the 
land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore. And when 
they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew 
him, and ran through that whole region round about, 
and began to carry about in 77 beds those that were sick, 
where they heard he was. And whithersoever he 
entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the 
sick in the ^streets, and besought him that ^they might 
touch if it were but the border of his garment : and as 
many as touched him were made whole. 

YII. 1 Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and 
certain of the scribes, which came from J erusalem. ^ And 
when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, 
that is to say, with imwashen hands, they found fault. 

2 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash 
their hands ^oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. ^ And [when they come] froifi the market, except 
they wash, they eat not. And many other things there 
be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. ^ Then the 
Pharisees and scribes asked him. Why walk not thy 
disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but cat 
bread with unwashen hands ? ® He answered and said 

unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, 
as it is written, ^This people honoureth me with their lips, 

yy render, their beds. 

* render, market-places, as in Matt. xx. 3, ch. xii. 38, d^c. 

render, hem, as in Matt. xiv. 36. see note, render, COUches. 

58 — 5 $.] Matt. xiv. 34 — 36. The two for Gentile readers. 3.] The word oft 
accounts much alike, but Markus the richer thus rendered has perplexed all the Com- 
in detail : e. g. and drew to the shore, ver. mentators. Of the various renderings which 
53, and the particulars given in ver. 56. have been given of it, two only seem to be 
65.] to carry about implies that they admissible : (1) that given in the text, oft; 
occasionally had wrong information of His and (2) diligently, which is adopted by 
being in a place, and had to carry the sick the ancient Syriac version, and seems agree- 
about, following the rumour of his pre- able to Hebrew usage. Between these two 
gence. it is not easy to decide. 4.] waeh 

Chap. VII. 1—83.] Disooukse con- (baptize in original) is variously undcr- 
CEENINO EATINO WITH UNWASHED ^ood, — of themselves, or the meats bought. 
HANDS. Matt. XV. 1 — 20. The two re- It certainly refers to themselves; as it 
ports differ rather more than usual in their would not be any unusual practice to wash 
additions to what is common, and are not so things bought in the market ; — but pro- 
frequently in verbal agreement, where the bably not to washing their whole bodies : 
matter is the same. 2.] See ch. ii. 16. see below. brasen vessels] earthen 
A mark of particularity, that is to say, ones, when unclean, were to be broken, 
with unwashen is supposed by some to be a Lev. xv. 12. These baptisms (for such 
gloss, explaining defiled: but the explanation is the word in the original), as applied to 
seems necessary to what follows, especially eom^s (meaning probably here th^ need 

R 2 
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but their heart is far from me. 7 Howbeit in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the comman4ments of 
men. ® For laying aside the commandment of God, ye 
hold the tradition of men[, ^ as the washing of pots and 
cups : and many other such like things ye do]. ^ And* he 
said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep your own tradition. For Moses 
said, ^Honour t% father and thy mother; and, ® Whoso 
curseth father or mother, let him die the death : but ye 
say. If a man shall say to his father or mother, ^ It is 
Corhan, that is to say, a gifty hy whatsoever thou 'mightest he 
profited hy me ; he shall be free,~\ And ye suffer him 
no more to do ought for his father or his mother; 

making the word of God of none effect through your 
tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like 
things do ye. 

And when he had called all the people unto him, he 
said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and 
understand: There is nothing from without a man, 

that entering into him can defile him: but the things 
which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 
13 [e If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.] 17 And 
when he was entered into the house from the people, his 
disciples asked him concerning the parable. 13 And he 
saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also ? 
Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without 
entereth into the man, it cannot defile him ; i^ because it 
entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth 
out into the ^draughty purging all meats? ^nd ho 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

® render. That wherein thou mightest have been benefited by me, 
is Corban, that is to say, a gift. 

^ not expressed in the original, ® omitted hy several ancient authorities, 

^ i, e, the sink, or sewer. 

at meals), were certainly not immersions, from ver. 8 ; — common in Mark. 14.] 
but sprinklings or affbsions of water. Both St. Matthew and St. Mark notice 

8.] Hot contained in Matthew, but impor- that our Lord called the multitude to Him, 
tant, as setting forth their depreciating of when He uttered this speech. It was espe- 
God’s command in com^rison with human cially this, said in the hearing of both the 
tradition, before their i^olute violation of Pharisees and them, that gave offence to the 
that command in vv. 10, 11. 9.] Full former. 17.] hia diaoiplei asked fcto 

well — ironical — see 2 Cor. xi. 4. 10.1 “ Feter answered and said ” Matthew. 

For Xoses said =: for God commanded* 19. purging] The participle refers to 

Matthew. ll.j Corban, an oftering the draught (sewer). There no^ not be any 

without a sacrifice. 120 See note on difficulty in this additional clause : what is 

Matthew, ver. 6. 18. J A repetition stated is physically true. The sewer is that 
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said, That which com^th out of the man, that defileth the 
man. from within, out of the heart of men, 

proceed evil thoughts, [? adulteries,] fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
an* evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness : aU. these 

evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

^ And from thence he arose, and went into the borders 
of Tjrre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would 
have no man know it : but he could not be hid. ^5 h 
a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean 
spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet : ^6 the 
woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation ; and she 
besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her 
daughter. But Jesus said unto her, Let the children 
first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's 
bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. j\^ud she answered 
and said unto him, Yes, Lord : i yet the dogs under the 
table eat of the children's crumbs. ^9 ^^d he said unto 
her. For this saying go thy way ; the devil is gone out of 
thy daughter. And when she was come to her house, 
she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon 
the bed. 

And again, departing from the ^coasts of Tyre and 

omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

^ read. But immediately. 

1 render, for eveil. ^ render, borders. 

which, hy the removal of the part carried 24.] ftom thence is not, from the 

olf, purifies the meat ; the portion available land of Gennesaret (Meyer),-— for ch. vi. 
for nourishment being in its passage con- 55, 56, has completely removed definiteness 
verted into chyle, and the remainder being from the locality ; — but refers to the (un- 
cast out. 21, 22.] The heart is the specified) place of the last discourse, 
laboratory and the fountain-head of all that the borders] The place must have been the 
is good and bad in the inner life of man. neighbourhood of Tyre. 26.] The 

St. Matthew’s catalogue follows the woman had been following Him and His 
order of the second table of the decalogue, disciples before, Matthew. 26.] Syro- 
St. Mark’s more copious one varies the phenician, because there were also liby- 
order. Compare Rom. i. 29 ; Eph. iv. 19 ; phenidans, Carthaginians. 27. Let 

Wisd. xiv. 25, 26. the children . . .] This important addition 

24—80.] The Syeopheni'cian woman, in Mark sets forth the whole ground on 
Matt. XV. 21 — 28. Omitted by St. Luke, which the present refusal rested. The 
A striking instance of the independence of Jews were first to have the Gospel offered 
the two narrations. St. Mark, who is much to them, for their acceptance or rejection ; 
more copious in particulars, omits a con- it was not yet time for the Gentiles, 
siderable and important part of the his- 28.] yet ... see on Matthew. 80.] These 
tory : this would be most arbitrarily and particulars are added here. upon 

indeed inexcusably done, if the common the bed] which the torments occasioned by 
account of his having combined and egito- the evil spirit would not allow her to be be- 
mized Matthew and Luke is to be taken. fore : — lying peacefully, as Euthymius says. 

Our Lord’s retirement was ^0 PAa- 81 — 87.] Healing of a deaf ani> 

risees : see notes on Matthew throughout, dumb peeson. Peculiar to Mark. 
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Sidon, lie came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst 
®Ke5*.i4. ^ coasts of Decapolis. And ® they bring \into him 

one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech ; 
and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. And 
he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and ^he spit, and touched his tongue ; and 
john‘ 3 dl' 4 i; looking up to heaven, ‘'he sighed, and saith unto him, 
hJohii'ii.s8. Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. ‘And straightway his 
^ were opened, and the ^string of his tongue was loosed, 

kch.v. 48 . and he spake plain. And ‘^he charged them that they 
should tell no man : but the more he charged them, so 
much the more a great deal they published it ; and were 
beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all 
things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the 
dumb to speak. 

VIII. 1 In those days the multitude being ^ very great, 
and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto 
him, and saith unto them, ^ I have compassion on the 
multitude, because they have now been with me three 


^ render, borders. 

^ render, the fetter : L e» that which confined it, 
^ read, again great. 


A miracle which serves a most important 
urpose j that of clearly distinguishing 
etween the cases of the possessed and 
the merely diseased or deformed. This 
man was what we call * deaf and dumb 
the union of which maladies is often 
brought about by the inability of him 
who never has heard sounds to utter them 
plainly : — or, as here apparently, by some 
accompanying physical infirmity of the 
organs of speech. 31.] He went first 
northward (perhaps for the same reason, 
of privacy, as before) through Sidon, then 
crossed the Jordan, and so approached the 
lake on its e. side. On Decapolis, see Matt, 
iv. 26. We have the same journey related 
Matt. XV. 29; and the dumb speahing ” 
mentioned among the miracles, for which 
the people glorified the God of Israel. 

83. tooi him slide] Ko reason that we 
know can be assigned why our Lord should 
take aeide this roan, and the blind man, 
ch. viii. 23; but how many might there be 
which we do not know, — such os some 
peculiarity in the man himself, or the 
persons around, which influenced His de- 
termination. It is remarkable that 

the same medium of convejring the mira- 
culous cure is used also m ch. viii. 23. 
By the symbolic use of external means, 


our Lord signified the healing virtue for 
afflicted human kind, which resides in and 
proceeds from Him incarnate in our flesh. 
He uses either his own touch, — something 
from Himself, — or the cleansing element 
to which He so often compares his word. 

34.] He looked to heaven in prayer : 
see John xi. 41, 42. He sighed, as grieving 
over the wreck of the nature which He 
had made, occasioned by the malice of the 
devil and the sin of man, Ephphatha] 
the same word as that used in Isa. xxxv. 5, 
Then shall the ears of the deaf he un- 
stopped, .... and the tongue of the dumb 
sing.” 86.] the fetter, or the bond : 
— the hindrance, whatever it was, which pre- 
vented him from speaking plainly before. 

36.] Seg ch. i. 45. 87.] He hath 

done aU things well. ... So “ Ghd saw 
every thing that He had made, and, be- 
hold, it was very good,” Gen. i. 31. This 
work w’as properly and worthily compared 
with that first one of creation — it was the 
same Beneficence which prompted, and the 
same Power that wrought it. 

Chap. VIII. 1 — 10.] Feeding of the 
FOVE THOUSAND. Matt. XV. 32—39. The 
accounts agree almost verbatim. Mark 
adds for divers of them eame from far ver. 
8, and again omits " besides women and chiU 
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days, and have nothing to eat : ^ and if I send them away 
fasting to •their own houses, they will faint by the way : 
for divers of them came from far. ^ And his disciples 
answered him. From whence can a man satisfy these men 
wit£ bread here in the wilderness? ^ ® And he asked aBcoch.vi.ss. 
them. How many loaves have ye ? And they said. Seven. 

6 And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground : 
and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, 
and gave to his disciples to set before them ; and they did 
set them before the people. 7 And they had a few small 
fishes : and he ^ blessed^ and commanded to set them also 
before them. ^ So they did eat, and were filled : and they 
took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets. 

^ And they that had eaten] were about four thousand : 
and he sent them away, and straightway he entered 
into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of 
Dalmanutha. ^ And the Pharisees came forth, and Uohnvi.so. 
began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from 
heaven, tempting him. And he sighed deeply in his 
spirit, and saith. Why doth this generation seek after a 
sign ? verily I say unto you]. There shall no sign be 
given imto this generation. And he left them, and 
entering into the ship again departed to the other side. 

Now ® the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither 
had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. 

And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 


^ render, blessed them. 

^ omitted in some ancient MSS. 

drenP Matthew, ver. 38. 10.] Matthew 

mentions Magadan, ver. 39. Dalmanutha 
was probably a village in the neighbour- 
hood, — see note on Matthew, and the Land 
and the Book, p. 393 j — a striking instance of 
the independence of Mark ; caUed, by the 
Hannonists ** an addition to St. Matthew’s 
narrative, to shew his independent know- 
ledge of the fact.” What very anomalous 
writers the Evangelists must have been ! 

11—18.] Request foe a sign feom 
HEAVEN. Matt. xvi. 1 — 4, who gives the 
account more at length : without however 
the graphic and affecting sighed deeply in 
His spirit, ver. 12. 

14_2l.] Warning against the 

LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND OF 

Heeod. Matt. xvi. 5—12. Our account is 


® omitted, in several ancient authorities, 

® render, they forgot. 

fuller and more circumstantial,— relating 
that they had hut one loaf in the sliip, 
ver. 14 ; inserting the additional reproofs, 
ver. 18, and the reference to the two mira- 
cles of feeding more at length, vv. 19 — 21. 
St. Mark however omits the conclusion in 
Matthew, — that they then understood that 
Me spake to them of the doctrine, <^o. 
Possibly this was a conclusion drawn in 
the mind of the narrator, not altogether 
identical with that to be drawn from our 
account here — for the leaven of Herod 
could not be doctrine (and of the leaven 
of Herod, ver. 15 — Mark only), but must 
be understood of the iiTeligious lives and 
fawning worldly practices of the hangers- 
on of the court of Herod. 14.] The 
subject to the verb forgot is the disciples. 
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And they reasoned among themselves, ^ saying, It is 
because we have no bread. ^7 And when Jesiiia knew it, 
he saith unto them. Why reason ye, because ye have no 
coh.Ti. 62 . bread? ® perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye 
your heart [S yet] hardened ? Having eyes, see ye ilot ? 
and having ears, hear ye not ? and do ye not remember, 
dch.vi.48. 19 d I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how 
many baskets full of fragments ^ took ye up P They say 
ever. 8. uuto him, Twelve. And ®when the seven among four 
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments ^ took ye up ? 
And they said, Seven, And he said unto them, ^ How is 
^ vV’it!*' understand? 

23 And ^ he cometh to Bethsaida ; and they bring a blind 
man unto him, and besought him to touch him, 23 And 
he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the 
irch.vii.88. town; and when ^'he had spit on his eyes, and put his 
hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24 And 
he looked up, and said, I see men ^ as trees, walking, 

^ some ancient authorities read, because they had no bread. 
fS omit, ^ render, ye took. 

^ the reading prohaUg is, Do ye not yet understand ? 

^ read, they come. ^ read, for I see them walking as trees. 


unexpressed : see next verse. The leaven 
of Herod here seems to answer to the 
leaven of the Sadducees in Matthew, But 
we must not infer from this that Herod 
was a Sadducee. He certainly was a bad 
and irreligious man, which would be quite 
enough ground for such a caution. We 
have a specimen of the morals of his court 
in the history of John the Baptistes martyr- 
dom. In the last not yet, ver. 21, Meyer 
sees a new climax, and refers the not get 
to the moment even after the reminiscence 
of vv. 18 — 20. It may doubtless be so, 
and the idea would well accord with the 
graphic precision of St. Mark. 

23 — 26 .] Healinu of a blind man 
AT Bethsaida. Peculiar to Mark. This 
appears to have been Bethsaida Julias, on 
the N.E. side of the lake. Compare ver. 
13. See however against the idea that 
there were two Bethsaidas, The Land and 
the Book, pp. 373, f. 23 .] The lead- 
ing of this blind man out of the town 
appears as if it had been from some local 
reason. In ver, 26 we find him forbidden 
expressly to enter into or tell it in the 
town, and with a repetition of town, which 
looks as if the place had been somehow 
unworthy of^ such a wOTk being done there. 
(This is a serious objection against Meyer’s 


reason, that the use of spittle on both 
occasions occasioned the same privacy here 
and in ch. vii. 33.) Or we may perhaps 
find the reason in our Lord’s immediate 
departure to such a distance (ver. 27) ; 
and say, that He did not wish multitudes 
to gather about and follow Him. 
when he had spit on his eyes, and put his 
hands upon him ... see above on ch. vii. 33. 

We cannot say what may have 
induced our liord to perform this miracle 
at twice — certainly not the reason assigned 
by Dr. Burton, “ that a blind man would 
not, on suddenly recovering his sight, know 
one object from another, because he had 
never seen them before,” and so would 
require a double miracle; — a second to 
open the eyes of his mind also, to compre- 
hend what he saw. This assumes the man 
to have been horn blind, which he was not, 
from ver. 24; for how should he know 
how trees appeared 1 and besides, the case 
of the man born blind in John ix. required 
no such double healing. These things 
were in the Lord's power, and He ordered 
them as He pleased from present circum- 
stances, or for our instruction. 24 .] 
I see men, for I see them walking as 
trees ; i, e. not distinct in individual pecu- 
liarity, but as trees in the hedge-row flit 
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After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and 
^ made him look up : and he was restored, and saw ^ every 
man clearly. And he sent him away to his house, 
saying, Neither go into the town, *^nor tell it to any in the 
towh. 

27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns 
of Caesarea Philippi : and by the way he asked his dis- 
ciples, saying unto them. Whom do men say that I am ? 

28 And they answered, ^ John the Baptist : but some say, iMatt.xiv. 2 , 
Elias ; and others. One of the prophets. 29 saith 

unto them. But whom say ye that I am ? And Peter 
answereth and saith unto him, *^Thou art the Christ. 

And he charged them that they should tell no man of 
him. And he began to teach them, that the Son of 
man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, 
and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 82 I 10 spake that saying 

openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 

88 But when he had turned about and looked on his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying. Get thee behind me, 

Satan : for thou ® savourest not the things that be of God, 
but the things that be of men. 84 when he had called 
the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto 

“ many MSS. read, he saW plainly. 

^ render, all things : some MSS. have, all men. 

® i. e. thou hast no mind for, thou thinkest not. It is the same word as 
that rendered in the A, V. ** set your aftection on,” in Col. iii. 2. 


by the traveller. It is a minute mark of 
truth, that he describes the appearance of 
persons as he doubtless had often had 
occasion to do during the failing of sight 
which had ended in his blindness. By 
no possibility can the words convey three 
different stages of returning vision : " I 
see m^n. I see them standing still, and 
dimly, as trees. I see them walking.” 
For thus the for is altogether passed over, 
and walking taken out of its place, and 
most unnaturally made into a sentence by 
itself. 26.1 If the marginal reading 
were adopted, the meaning would be. He 
saw plainly (the work of that instant), 
and was thoroughly restored, and (thence- 
forward) saw all things clearly. But the 
text is in much uncertainty. 26.] 

See above in this note, — and the various 
readings in my Greek Test. The neither 
and nor both carry a separate climax with 
them : he was not even to go into the 


village, no, nor so much as tell it to any 
who dwelt in the village, 

27 — 30.] Confession of Peter. Matt, 
xvi. 13 — 20. Luke ix. 18 — 21. With the 
exception of the introduction in Luke, which 
describes the Lord to have been alo?w 
•praying, and joined hy his disciples , — 
and the omission of the praise of and pro- 
mise to Peter by both St. Mark and St. 
Luke, the three are in exact accordance. 
On this latter omission no stress must 
therefore be laid as to the character of 
Mar¥s Oospel, as has been done. 

31 — IX. 1.] Announcement of His 

APPROACHING DEATH AND RESURREC- 
TION. Rebuke of Peter. Matt. xvi. 
21—28. Luke ix. 22—27. St. Luke omits 
the rebuke of Peter. St. Mark adds, ver. 
32, he spake that saying openly : and, in 
the rebuke of Peter, that the Lord said 
the woiSs looking on his disciples. In vv. 
84, 35, the agreement is close, except that 
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I Matt, X. 88. them, * Whosoever will come after me, let him deny him- 
mjohnxii. 26 . self, and take up his cross, and follow me. For who- 
soever P will save his life shall lose it ; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the samel shall 
save it. For what ^ shall it profit a man, if he s^all 
gain the whole world, and lose his own ^ soul ? Or 
* what shall a man give in exchange for his ^ soul 1 
SSKom.?* " Whosoever therefore ° shall he ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation ; of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels. IX. ^ And 
he said unto them, Verily I say unto you. That there be 
some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of 
• Matt.xxiv. death, till they have seen ® the kingdom of God come with 
power. 

^ And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high moun- 
tain apart by themselves : and he was transfigured before 
them. ^ And his raiment became shining, exceeding 
^Mitt.ixv?ii. ^ white [®as snow] ; so as no fuller on earth can white 
them. ^ And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses : 

P render^ is minded to. ^ omit, 

^ many ancient authorities hanCy doth it profit. 

B one ancient MS. has, what is ail exchange for his life P and this is 
perhaps the true reading. Compare Matt. xvi. 26. 

t render, life. omitted in many ancient authorities, 

St. Luke adds daily, after his cross, and St. this sinful and adulterous generation, as 
Mark and the Gospel's after my sake, ver. belonging to the precision and graphic 
85 [it is perhaps worthy of remark that St. character of our Evangelist's narrative. 
Mark writes follow me in ver. 34 ; possibly Cii. IX. 1.] See on Matthew, 

from the information of him, to whom it was there be some of them that stand here] 
said, “ What is that to thee ? Follow thou Remember, our Lord was speaking to the 
me," John xxi. 22] ; and informs us in ver. multitude with his disciples. 

34. that our Lord said these words, having 2 — 13.] The Teanspigujration. Matt. 
called the multitude with his disciples, xvii. 1 — 13. Luke ix. 28 — 36. Here again. 
This Meyer calls a contradiction to Matthew while St. Matthew and St. Mark's accounts 
and> Luke, — and thinks it arose from a mis- seem to have one and the same source, they 
understanding of St. Luke's “ he said to have deflected from it, and additional par- 
them alV* Far rather should I say that our ticulars have found their way into our text, 
account represents every detail to the life, St. Luke's account is from a different source. 
and that the to them all ” contains traces If we might conjecture, Peter has fur- 
qf it. What wonder that a crowd should nished the accounts in Matthew and Mark : 
here, as every where else, have collected — this latter being retouched, — perhaps by 
about Him and the disciples ? 88.] himself: while that of Luke may have had 

St. Mark and St. Luke here agree ; and St. another origin. The additional particu- 
Matthew, ver. 27, bears traces of this verse, lars in our text are, — the very graphic and 
having apparently abridged it in transcribing noble description in ver. 3, and the detail 
his report, not to repeat what he had before in ver, 6. St. Mark omits “ in whom I 
said, m ch. X. 33. On adulterous, see am well pleased^* ex. h, 3.] 

Matt. xii. 39, and observe the addition, in became is of itself a graphic touch, bring- 
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and they were talking with Jesus. ^ And Peter an- 
swered and*said to Jesus, ^Master, it is good for us to be 
here : and let us make three tabernacles ; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias. ^ For he wist not what 

9 

to ® say : for they were sore afraid. 7 And there was a 
cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of 
the cloud, [d saying,] This is my beloved Son : hear him. 
s And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 

^ And as they came down from the mountain, he charged 
them that they should tell no man what things they had 
seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. And 
they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one 
with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 

And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that 
Elias must first come? i^ And he answered and told 
them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things ; 
and ^how is written of the Son of man, that he must 
suffer many things, and ®be set at nought, i^ Rut I say 
unto you, That ^ Elias is indeed come, and they have done ^ nl^ rhli! n. 
unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him. ^ L^k;Li 7 ‘|' 
li' And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great 

^ render, Rabbi. ® read, answer. 

^ omitted in most of the ancient authorities, 

® render, IS it : placing a note of interrogation at the end of the verse. 


ing out the glistening of each separate 
portion of his clothing, 8, no man 
any more] i. e. none of those who ap- 
peared, but nay, on the contrary ') Jesus 
alone. 9 — 11.] Two remarkable addi- 

tions occur in our text; — ver. 10, which 
indicates apostolic authority, and that of 
one of the Three ; — and the last clause of 
ver. 12. what the rising from the 
dead should mean does not refer to the 
Resurrection generally, for it was an 
article of Jewish belief, and connected with 
the times of the Messiah ; — but to Sis 
Resv/rrection as connected with his Death; 
the whole was enigmatical to them. 

12.] Meyer and others render, and how is 
it written of the Son of Man 1 That he 
must fto., making this last clause the 
answer to the question. But not to men- 
tion that such a sentence would be without 
example in our Lord's discourses, the sense 
given by it is meagre in the extreme. As 
it stands in the text, it forms a counter- 
question to that of the Apostles in ver. 11. 
They ashedf say scribas that 


Elias must first come ^ Our Lord answers 
it by telling them that it is even so ; and 
returns the question by another ; And how 
is it (also) written of the Son of Man, 
that he &c. ? Then comes the conclusion 
in ver. 13 with But I say unto you, 
stating that Elias has come, and leaving 
it therefore to bo inferred that the suffer- 
ings of the Son of Man were close at 
hand. Notice how the it is written of, 
twice occurring, binds both together. Just 
as the first coming of the Son of Man is to 
suffer and to die, so has the first coming 
of Elias been as it was written of him ; 
but there is a future coming of Elias to 
restore all things, and of the Son of Man 
in glory. See forther in notes on Matthew. 

14—29.] HEALiNa or a possessed 
XUNATIC. Matt. xvii. 14—21. Luke ix. 
37—42. The account of St. Mark is by far 
the most copious : and here, which is very 
rarely the case in the official life of our 
Lord, the three accounts ap})ear to have 
been originally dif event and independent. 
The descent from* the mountain was on the 
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multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 
them. And straightway all the people, - when they 
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. i® And he asked ^ the scrihesy What question 
ye with them ? And one of the multitude answered 
and said. Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which 
hath a dumb spirit ; i® and wheresoever he taketh him, he 
teareth him : and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, 
and fi> pineth away : and I spake to thy disciples that they 
should cast him out ; and they could not. He an« 
swereth him, and saith, 0 faithless generation, how long 
shall I be with you ? how long shall I suffer you ? bring 
him unto me. And they brought him unto him : and 
gch.1,20. '^^when he saw hiniy straightway the spirit tare him; and 
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming, And he 
asked his father, How long is it ago since this came imto 
him ? And he said. Of a child. And ofttimes it hath 
cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him : 
but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, 

^ read, them. S or, becometh rigid. 

^ render, when the Spirit saw him, straightway it tare him. 

day following the transfiguration, Luke, 18.] The words rendered pineth away may 
ver. 37. ^ 14.] The scribes were pro- perhaps mean becomes dry or stiff, 

hably boasting over the disciples, and rea- 19.] 0 faithless generation, not addressed 
Bonmg from their inability to that of their to the man, as unbelieving, — nor to the dis- 
Master also. As Stier remarks, there ciples, — but generally, to the race and 
is hardly such another contrast to be generation among whom the Lord’s minis- 
foimd in the Gospel as this, between the try was fulfilled. The additional words 
open heaven and the sons of glory on the perverse ” (Matthew, Luke) are probably 
mount, and the valley of tears with its from Deut. xxxii. 5 j see further ib. ver. 20, 
terrible forms of misery and pain and un- where faithless ” is also expressed by 
belief. I have already in the notes to Mat- “ children in whom is no faiths* The 
thew spoken of the noble use made of this question is not asked in a spirit of longing 
contrast in the last and grandest picture to be gone from them, but of holy im- 
of the^ greatest of painters — the Trans- patience of their hardness of heart and 
figuration of Eaflaellc. 16.] The Lord’s unbelief. In this the father, disciples, 

countenance probably retained traces of Scribes, and multitude are equally in- 
the glory on the mount \ so strong words volved. “ The kingdom of Satan, in 
as were greatly amazed would hardly small and great, is ever stirred into a 
have been used merelv of their surprise fiercer activity by the coming near of the 
at His sudden approach : see Exod. xxxiv. kingdom of Christ. Satan has great 
29, 30. That brightness, however, terri- wrath, when his time is short” (Trench, 
fed the people : this attracts them : see Mir. 365). Vv. 21—27 are peculiar to 
2 Cor, ill. 7 18. 16.] them (first Mark. 21.] The Lord takes occasion 

time), i. e. * the multitude,* regarding the to enquire thus of the father, to bring 
Scribes as a part of the multitude. Chie in the trial of his faith. 22.] See 

of the multitude answers. 17.] unto Matthew, ver. 16. if thou canst do any 
thee — i. e. intended to do so, not being thing] ITiis bespeaks, if any faith, at most 
aware of His absence. From Luke, ver. 38, but a very ignorant and weak one. 
we learn that this was his only son. us— the wretched father counts his child’s 

dumb, i. e. causing deafness and dumbness, misery his own : thus the Syrophenician 
and fits of epilepsy ; see Luke xi. 14. woman. Matt. xv. 25, help me. 
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and help ns. ^ Jesus said unto him, thou canst w*. - 
[i believe,] all things are possible to him that believeth. 

^ And straightway the father of the child cried out, and 
said with tears, I believe; help thou mine 

unbelief. When Jesus saw that the people came running 
together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, 

Thou dumb and deaf spirit, ^ I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. ^6 the spirit cried, 
and rent him sore, and came out of him : and he was as 
one dead ; insomuch that ^ many said. He is dead. ^7 But 
Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose. ^8 ^hen he was come into the house, his 
disciples asked him privately. Why could not we cast him 
out ? And he said unto them, This kind can come forth 
by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

^ omitted in many ancient authorities. See note, ^ omiL 

^ the I is emphatic, literally ^ the many, i. e. most of those present. 


23.] The most probable rendering of the ori- 
ginal here is, Jesus said to him saying, 
** If thou canst believe, aU things are,’*&c. : 
a saying which doubtless He often uttered 
on similar occasions. Some, omitting the 
believe, would set an interrogation after 
canst, and suppose our Lord to be citing 
the Father^s words : didst thou say^ 
* If thou canst V — all things' are f &c. 
Others, as Dr. Durton, suppose it to mean : 
— ‘Believe what you have expressed by 
your if thou canst,^ &c. But both these 
renderings involve methods of construction 
and expression not usual in the Gospels. 
The if thou canst believe is a manifest 
reference to the if thou canst do any 
thing before, and meant to convey a re- 
proof, as the father’s answer testifies. 
The sentence, also, unless I am mistaken, 
is meant to convey an intimation that the 
healing was not to be an answer to that 
challenge, so that the Lord's power was to 
be challenged and proved, — but an answer 
to faith, which (of course by laying hold 
on Him who is Almighty) can do all 
things, 24.] Nothing can be more 
touching and living than this whole most 
masterly and wonderful narrative. The 
poor father is drawn out into a sense of 
the unworthiness of his distrust, and “ the 
little spark of faith which is kindled in 
his soul reveals to him the abysmal deeps 
of unbelief which are there.” (Trench, 
p. 367.) “ Thus,” remarks Olshausen (B. 
Comm. i. 634), “ does the Redeemer shew 
himself to the father as a Creator and 
bringer out of faith first, before He heals 
his son. In the struggle of his anxiety. 


the strength of Faith is horn, by the aid 
of Christ, in the soul empty of it before.’' 

There is strong analogy in the Lord’s 
treatment of the father here, for the spon- 
sorial engagement in infant baptism. The 
child is by its infirmity incapacitated; 
it is therefore the father's faith which is 
tested ; and when that is proved, the child 
is healed. The fact is, that the analogy 
rests far deeper: viz. on the ‘inclusion' 
of ‘ the old man ’ in Adam and the * new 
man’ in Christ : see Rom. v. 12 — 21. 

26.] This took place at a distance 
from the crowd, among those who had 
run forward to meet our Lord, ver. 15, 

I charge thee] The personal pro- 
noun is emphatic, as opposed to the want 
of power on the part of the disciples. This 
is the only place where we have such a 
charge as enter no more into him, — shew- 
ing the excessive malignity and tenacity 
of this kind (see ver. 29) of spirit. This is 
also shewn by ver. 26. 27.] See ch. 

V. 41 j also Matt. xvii. 6, 8 : Rev. i. 17 : 
Dan. X. 9, 10. 29.1 The answer is given 

more at length in Matthew, ver. 20, and 
the Lord there distinctly includes the dis’- 
ciples in the faithless generation, by tell- 
ing them “ Because of your unbelief ** 
The assurance also occurs there, which was 
repeated Matt. xxi. 21, where see notes. 

This kind] That there are hinds, 
more and less malicious, of evil spirits, wo 
find from Matt. xii. 45 — and the per- 
tinacity and cruelty of this one shewed 
him to belong to the worst kind. The 
Ix)rd’s saying here is rather for their after 
guidance, than their present; for they 
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^ And they departed thence, and passed through Ga- 
lilee ; and he would not that any man should know it. 

For he taught his disciples, and said unto* them. The 
Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they 
shall kill him ; and after that he is killed, he shall rise 
® tlie third day. But they imderstood not that saying, 
and were afraid to ask him. 

33 And ® he came to Capernaum : and being in the house 
he asked them. What was it that ye disputed among your- 
selves by the way ? 34' they held their peace : for by 

iLukexxii.24. the Way they had ^disputed among themselves, who 
should he^ the greatest. 36 down, and 

called the twelve, and saith unto them, ^If any man desire 
to be first, the same shall be last of all, and P servant of all. 
ich.x. 16 . 36 ^nd * he took a child, and set him in the midst of them : 

and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto 
them, 37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in 
xn Matt. X. 40 . my name, receiveth me : and ^ whosoever shall receive me, 
nNura.xi. 28 . reccivcth not me, but him that sent me. 38 n^nd John 
answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out 

^ read, after three days. 

® some very ancient authorities have, they Came. 

or, was : not expressed in the original, 

P render, ministering servant. 


could not fast while ITe was with them, 
ch. ii. 

30—32.] Second announcement oe 
His death and resubkection. Matt, 
xvii. 22, 23. Luke ix. 43 — 45, where see 
notes, as this account is included in the 
two others. 

33—60.] Discourse respecting the 
GREATEST AMONG THEM. Matt. xviu. 1 — 9. 
Luke ix. 46 — 50. Here ag^in the three 
accounts are independent, and differ in 
some particulars unimportant in them- 
selves, but very instructive for a right 
comparison of the three Gospels, First 
take St.Luke^s account. — The disciples had 
been disputing our Lord knowing the 
stry^e qf their hearts, took a child, &c. ; — 
th^ compare St. Mark — our Lord asked 
them, on coming into a house, what had 
been the subject of their dispute; — they 
were silent from shame ; — He sat down, 
delivered his sentence to the twelve, — and 
then took the child, &c. — Lastly turn to 
St. Matthew. There, the disciples them- 
selves referred the question to our Lord, and 
He took the child, &c. Who can forbear see- 
ing in these narratives the unfettered and 
independent testimony of three witnesses, 


consistent with one another in the high- 
est form and spirit of truthfulness, but 
differing in the mere letter ? St. Mark’s 
account is again the richest and fullest, and 
we can hardly doubt that if the literal 
exact detail of fact is in question, we 
have it here. 33.] Between the com- 
ing to Capernaum, and this discourse, hap- 
pened the demand of the tribute-money, 
Mt. xvii. 20 — 27. 34.] There is no 

real difference in the matter in question 
here (and in Luke), and in' Matthew. The 
kingdom of heaven was looked on as about 
soon to appear : and tlieir relative rank 
now would bo assumed as their relative 
rank then. The difference in the expres- 
sion of this is a mark of independence and 
authority. 36.1 See Matt. xx. 26, and 
note. 36. taken him in his arms] 
This particular we learn from Mark. 

37.] See Matt. x. 40. 33.] Only found 

besides in Luke, vv. 49, 60. Notice 
the repetition of he followeth not ns as 
characteristic of Mark. The connexion of 
this remark with what goes before, is : ‘If 
the receiving any one, even a little child, 
in thy Name, bo receiving Thee ; were we 
doing right when we forbade one who 
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devils in thy name, and he followeth not us : and we 
forbad him, because he followeth not us. 3® But Jesus 
said. Forbid him not : “ for there is no man which shall do 0 1 Cor. xli.S. 
a miracle iii my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 

^ For P he that is not against ns is on ^ our part. ^ For 
whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink ^ in my 
name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, 
he shall not lose his reward. And whosoever shall 
offend one of [_^these~] little ones that [^believe in me], it 
is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he were cast into the sea. ^ And if thy hand ^ ^eut^- c. 
offend thee, cut it off : it is better for thee to enter into 

many old aMthoriiies read^ yo^ yOUT. 

^ ready by reason that : see note, 

® omitted hy some ancient authorities ; in that case supply the. 

t this is variously read : some cmcient autJwrities have believe only ; others, 
have faith, which is most likely right, 

used thy Name, but did not follow us ? * is the very fault of the disciples, that they 
“ Let those observe this,’^ says Bengel, laid down outward and visible communion 
who bind on spiritual gifts to canonical with them as the decisive criterion of corn- 
succession.” This man actually did what munion with the Lord ; and this very 
the very Apostles themselves were specially fault the Lord rebukes with his repu- 
appointed to do : and our Lord, so far diatory you.” Still, there is a propriety, 
from prohibiting, encourages him ; see a tempering the rebuke with a gracious 
Numb. xi. 26 — 29. 39.] See 1 Cor. reminiscence of their unity with Him, and 

xii. 3. The very success of the miracle something exceedingly suiting the belong 
will awe him, and prevent him from soon to Christ below, in us end our. In the 
or lightly speaking evil of me. We divided state of the critical evidence, the 
must beware of supposing that the applica- reading must be ever doubtful. 41.] 
tion of this saying is to be confined to the This verse does not take up the discourse 
working of a miracle — ver. 40 shews that from ver. 37, as some think, but is imme- 
it is general — a weighty maxim of Chris- diately connected with ver. 40 : — ‘ Even 
tian toleration and charity, and caution to the smallest service done in my Name 
men how they presume to limit the work shall not be unrewarded — much more 
of the Spirit of God to any sect, or sue- should not so great an one as casting out 
cession, or outward form of Church ; com- of devils be prohibited.^ The original 

pare Phil. i. 16—18. 40.] This say- has in the name that : i. e. by reason that, 

ing is not inconsistent with that in Matt, but not without an allusion to my name, 
xii. 30. They do not refer to the same which furnishes the reason, 
thing. This is said of outward con- ye belong to Christ] The only place in the 
formity—i\\2ity of inward unity of pur- Gospels where this expression is used. St. 
pose— iyio widely differing things. On Paul has it; see reft’, and Rom. viii. 9: 
that saying, see note there. On this, we 1 Cor. iii, 4. 42.] See Matt, xviii. 6. 

may s*»y— all those who, notwithstanding 43— 48.J These solemn rei)etitions 

outward dift'erences of communion and of former declarations (see Matt. v. 29; 
goveniment, believe in and preach Jesus xviii. 8, 9) are by no means to be regarded 
Christ, without bitterly and uncharitably as arbitrary insertions by this or that 
opposing each other, are hereby declared Evangelist, but as the truth of what was 
to be helpers forward of each other* s uttered by our Lord. Vv. 44, 46, 
work, 0 that* all Christians would re- 48 are only in Mark ; they are cited from 
member this ! Stier (Red. J . iii. 24) Isaiah (see reff.), where the prophecy is of 
strongly deprecates the reading vlb and the carcases of those who have trans- 
OUT: “the U8 in the mouth of our Lord grossed against the Lord. This triple 
here confuses and destroys nearly the whole repetition gives sublimity, and leaves no 
pui-port of his weighty saying. For this doubt of the discourse having been ver* 
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Kfe maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into 
• iBa.ixvL24. never shall he quenched: where their 

worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. ^ And if 
thy foot offend thee, cut it off : it is better for thee to enter 
halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched :] 4^6 u 'w’here 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And 
if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : it is better for thee 
to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than 
having two eyes to be cast into hell fire] : ^ where 
tLev.il. 18 . their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. For 

Eeek.iiiii. shall be salted with fire, ‘and every sacrifice 

salted with salt. u 

wRom^kii. 18 : huve lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it ? ^ Have 
2 Jor.^xiii.u. salt in yourselves, and ^ have peace one with another. 

u verses 44 and 40 are omitted hy many ancient authorities : jprobahly, as not occur- 
ring in Matt. v. 29, 30. 

V omitted hy many ancient authorities : see on ver. 44. 

W omitted hy several ancient authorities. 

hatim thus uttered. See note on Matt, understanding of Isa. xxxiii. 14, 15, ' Who 
V. 22. 49.] In order to understand among us shall dwell with the devouring 

this diflScult verse, it will be necessary first fire ? &c. He that walketh in righteous- 
to examine its connexion and composition, ness,^ &c. And thus the connexion with 
(1) What is for ? It connects it with the the preceding verses is, — ‘ it is better for 
solemn assertions in vv. 43 — 48, it is better thee to cut off,^ &c.-- ‘ for it is part of the 
for thee . . ., and furnishes a reason why it is salting of thee^ the living sacrifice (Rom. 
better for us to cut off and cast away, &c. xii. 1), that every oflence and scandal 
every one then is to be taken abso- must be burnt out of thee before thou 
lutely ; referring back both to the thee, canst enter into life.^ It is perhaps neces- 
and the their above— every sacrihce is sary to add that this is simply the ex- 
(not opposed to [Meyer], but) parallel planation of our Lord’s words as they 
with every one, and and equivalent to just stand, in their symbolism and connexion, 
as. (2) This being stated, let us now en- When Mr. Elliott objects to it as a ‘fear- 
quire into the symbolic terms used. Fire, ful comment,’ he has to do with those 
is the refiner^ s fire of Mai. iii. 2, to which words y not with me.. Surely, nothing but 
indeed there seems to be a reference ; the the most amazing power of misunder- 
fire of Matt. iii. 11 and Acts ii. 3; of standing can suppose the explanation in- 
Ezek. xxviii. 14 (see my Hulsean Lectures consistent with such texts as Rom. viii. 
for 1841, pp. 9 — 12). Fire is the symbol 1, 34: 1 John ii. 1, 2. 60.] The con- 

of the divifie purity and presence: — our nexion of this (elsewhere said in other 
God is a consuming fire, not only to his references. Matt. v. 13 : Luke xiv. 34) is 
foes, but to his people : but in them, the now plain. If this fire which is to purify 
fire shall bum up only what is impure and and act as a preserving salt to you, have, 
requires puri^ing out, 1 Cor. iii. 13 ; from the nullity and vapidity of the grace 
1 Pet. i. 7 ; iv. 12, 17. This very fire of the covenant in you, no such power, 
shall be to them as a preserving salt, can only consume — the salt has lost its 
The SA.LT of the covenant of God (Lev. savour — the covenant is void — ^you will be 
ii. 18) was to be mixed with every sacri- cast out, as it is elsewhere added, and the 
fiee ; and it is with fire that all men are to fire will be no longer the fire of purifica- 
he salted. Tliis fire is the divine purity tion, but of wrath eternal. I will 

and judgment in the covenant, whose pro- just add that the interpretation of the 
mise is, ‘ I will dwell among them.’ And sacrifice as the condemned — and the fire 
in and among this purifying fire shall the and salt as eternal fire, — except in the 
people of God ever walk and rejoice ever- case of the salt having lost its savour, is 
lastingly. Rev. xxi. 23. This is the right contrary to the whole symbolism of Scrip- 
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X. 1 And “he arose from thence, and cometh into the 
* coasts of Judsea ** hy the farther side of Jordan : and y the 
people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he 
taught them again. 2 the Pharisees came to him, 
and •asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife ? tempting him. ^ And he answered and said unto 
them, What did Moses command you ? ^ And they said, 

^ Moses suffered to write a biU of divorcement, and to put bDeut.xxiv.i. 
her away. ^ And Jesus answered and said unto them, 

Por the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 

® But from the beginning of the creation *®God made c^n. 1 . 27 ; 
them male and female. 7 ^Fov this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife ; ^ and 
they twain shall be one flesh : so then they are no more 
twain, hut one flesh. ^ What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder, And in the house 
his disciples asked him again of the same matter. And 
he saith unto them, ® Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
and marry another, committeth adultery against her. 

12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be 
married to another, she committeth adultery. 

* render, borders. read, and. y render, multitudes. 

* some ancient authorities read, he made them. 

^ several ancient authorities have, she. 

twre, and to the exhortation with which reports — for such an arbitrary alteration 
this verse ends : ‘ Have this grace of God of arrangement is inconceivable. 4.] 
— this Spirit of adoption — this pledge of suffered is emphatic. Moses gave an ex- 
the covenant, in yourselves and,* with press permissory injunction. 7.] Our 
reference to the strife out of which the Lord makes Adam’s saying His own ; in 
discourse sprung, — ‘have peace with one Matthew it is attributed to “ Aim wade 

another.’ (them) from the beginning ” The parallel 

Chap. X. 1 — 12.] Reply to the Pha- is most instructive. 10 — 12.] In Mat- 

EiSEEs’ QUESTION CONCEENINO uivoECE. thew this saying forms part of the dis- 
Matt. xix. 1— 12. SeeLukexvii.il. course with the Jews. Here again Mark 

1. and the farther side] Our Lord retired, furnishes us with the exact circumstantial 
after His discourses to the Jews in Johnx. account of the matter. On the addition, 
and before the raising of Lazarus, to Matthew vv. 10—12, see notes there. 
Bethany (John i. 28 ; x. 40) beyond Jordan, We may notice, that St. Mark omits St. 
and thence made his last journey to Jeru- Matthew’s 'for every cause*^ inver.2, — and 
Salem ; so that in the strictest sense of the his except for fornication” in ver. 11; as 
words He did come into the borders of also does St. Luke (xvi. 18). The one omis- 
Judeea and beyond Jordan. St. Matthew sion seems to involve the other. The report 
has “ beyond Jordan ” without the copula, here gives the enquiry without this par- 
Here a large portion of the sayings and ticular exception. As a general rule, St. 
doings of Jesus is omitted : compare Matt. Mark, so accurate in circumstantial details, 
xviii. 10; xix. 3 : Luke ix. 61— xviii. 15 ; is less exact than St. Matthew in preserving 
John vii. Iff. 2 — 9.] See notes on Mat* the order and connexion of the discourses, 
thew, with whose account ours is nearly 12.] This verse corresponds to 

identical. Compare however our vv. 3, whoso marrieth her that is put away com- 
4,6 with Matthew w. 7, 8, 9, and we have mitteth adultery” in Matthew, ver. 9 — 
testimony to the independence of the two but it is expressed as if the woman were 
VoL. I. S 
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IS And they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them : and his isciples rebuked those that 
brought them, But when Jesus saw it, he was much 
displeased, and said imto them. Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not : for of such is- the 
kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein. ^ook them up in his 

arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 


the active party, and put away her hus- 
band, which was allowed by Greek and 
Roman law (see 1 Cor. vii. 13), but riot by 
Jewish (see Deut. xxiv. 1 : Jos. Antt. xv. 
7. 10). This alteration in the verbal ex- 
pression may have originated in the source 
whence Mark’s report was drawn. 

13—16.] The beinginh of children 
TO Jesijb. Matt. xix. 13 — 15. Imke xviii. 
15—17. The three are nearly identical: 
— from Matthew, we have the additional 
reason “ and and from Mark, “ he 

took them up in his arms^ 13. 

young ohUdren] Not only so, but as in 
Luke, infants : and our Lord was not to 
teax:h them, but only to touch, and pray 
over them. This simple, seemingly super- 
stitious application of those that brought 
them (perhaps not the mothers only) the 
disciples, interrupted in their converse on 
high and important subjects, despise and 
reprove. 14.] We can hardly read 

our Lord’s solemn saying, without seeing 
that it reaches further than the mere then 
present occasion. It might one day 
become a question whether the new Chris- 
tian covenant of repentance and faith 
could take in the unconscious infant, as 
the old covenant did : whether, when Jesus 
was no longer on earth, little children 
might be brought to Him, dedicated to 
Ms service, and made partakers of his 
blessing. Nay, in the pride of the human 
intellect, this question was sure one day 
to be raised : and our Lord fumbhes the 
Church, by anticipation, with an answer 
to it for all ages. Not only may the little 
infants be brought to Him, — but in order 
for us who are mature to come to Him, 
we must cast away all that wherein our 
maturity has cau^ us to differ from 
them, and become like them. Not only 
is Infant Baptism justified, but it is 
(abstractedly considered not as to pre- 
pa/ration for it, which from the nature of 
the caae is precluded) the normal pat- 
tern OF ALL baptism; none can enter 
God’s kingdom, except as an infant In 
adult baptism, the exceptional case (see 


above), we strive to secure that state of 
simplicity and childlikeness, which in the 
infant we have ready and undoubted to 
our hands. 16.] The word may be 
rendered he fervently blessed them. 

17—31.] Answer to an enquirer 

RESPECTING ETERNAL LIFE, AND DIS- 
COURSE THEREUPON. Matt. xix. 16 — 30. 
Luke xviii. 18 — 30. On the different form 
of our Lord’s answer in Matthew, see notes 
there. As it here stands, so far from 
giving any countenance to Socinian error, 
it is a pointed rebuke of the very view of 
Christ which they who deny His Divinity 
entertain. He was no 'good Master,’ to 
be singled out from men on account of 
His pre-eminence over his kind in virtue 
and wisdom : God sent us no such Christ 
as this, nor may any of the sons of men 
be thus called good. He was owe with 
Him who only is good, the Son of the 
Father, come not to teach us merely, but 
to beget us anew by the divine power 
which dwells in Him. The low view then, 
which this applicant takes of Him and 
his office. He at once rebukes and annuls, 
as He bad done before in the case of Nico- 
demus : see John iii. 1 ft', and notes. 

The dilemma, as regards the Socinians, 
has been well put (see Stier ii. 283, note) : 
— either, " There is none good but God : 
Christ is good : therefore Christ is God 
— or, “ There is none good but God ; 
Christ is not God ; therefore Christ I8 
NOT GOOD.” With regard to other 

points the variations in the narratives 
are trifling, but instructive — " if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments. 
He saith unto him, which 7 ” (Matthew) = 
" thou knowest the conmwndments” (Mark 
and Luke) without any break in the dis- 
course. Similarlv, in Matthew, the young 
(Matthew) ruler (Luke) asks, ver.20, **what 
lack I yet 7^* but in Mark and Luke, 
Jesus says to him (and here with the 
remarkable addition of beholding him, 
loved him**) one thing thou lackest. Such 
notices as these shew the point at which, 
not short of which nor beyond which, we 
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17 And when he was ^ gone forth into the way, there 
came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, 

Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life ? 18 Jesus said unto him. Why callest thou me 
good ? there is none good but one, that is, God. i® Thou 
knowest the commandments, ^Do not commit adultery, ^ 

Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness. 

Defraud not. Honour thy father and mother. And he 
answered and said unto him, Master, all these things have 
I observed from my youth. 2i Then Jesus beholding him 
loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest : go 
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have ^ treasure in heaven : and come, take 
up the cross, and follow me. ^2 ^^s sad at that 

saying, and went away grieved: for he had great pos- 
sessions. 23 Jesus looked roimd about, and saith 
unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God ! 24 (Rsciples were 

astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and 
saith unto them. Children, how hard is it for them ^'that “ 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God ! 25 fg vi. 17. 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26 
they were astonished out of measure, saying among them- 
selves, Who then can be saved? 27 And Jesus looking 
upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not ^ with ^ 

1* render, going. 


may expect the Evangelists to be in ac- 
cord : viz. in that inner tmtJifulness of 
faithful report which reflects to ns the 
teaching of the Lord, but does not depend 
on slavish literal exactitude ; which latter 
if we require, we overthrow their testi- 
mony, and most effectually do the work 
of our adversaries. 17.] into the way, 
out of the house, ver. 10, to continue His 
journey, ver. 32. The running and the 
kneeling are both found in the graphic 
St. Mark only. 19.] St. Mark here takes 
exactly the commandments of the second 
table,— defraud not standing for the tenth. 
St. Matthew adds their summary (“^Ao« 
ehalt love thy neigJtbour as thyself**), omit- 
ting (with St. Luke) “ defrojud not ** j^r- 
haps on account of “ do not steal ** having 
gone b^ore. 21.] Notice the graphic de- 
tails again, of looking on km and loving 
him. take up the crosi is added 


here. 22.] for he had great possessione 

— so also St. Matthew. 23—81.] Here 
our ver. 24 is a most important addition; 
the rest is much alike in the three. In 
that verse we have all misunderstanding 
of our Lord’s saying removed, and “the 
.proverb,” as Wesley well observes, “shifted 
to this ground: ‘It is easier for a camel, 
&c. than for a rich man to cast off his 
trust in his riches.’” Yet the power of 
divine grace can and does accomplish even 
this. 24.] Children is remarkable, and 
a trace of exactitude : see John xxi. 6 : — 
so also looked round about, ver. 23. 

26.] This reiterated expression of dismay, 
after the explanation in ver. 24, need not 
surprise us. The disciples were quite as 
well aware as we must if we deal truly 
with ourselves, that they that have ridket 
and they that trust in riches are too 
nearly commensurate, for the mind to be 



260 


8T. MAEK. 


X. 


God : for with God all things are possible. Then Peter 
began to say imto him, Lo, we have left all, and have 
followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, but he 
shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions ; and in the world to come eternal life. 

But many that are first shall be last ; and the last first. 

33 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem ; 
and Jesus went before them : and they were amazed ; and 
as they followed, they were afraid. ^And he took again 
the twelve, and began to tell them what things should 
happen unto him, 33 saying. Behold, we go up to Jeru- 
salem ; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the 
chief priests, and unto the scribes ; and they shall condemn 

relieved of much of its dread at the solemn time had mastered himself.” Here 
saying which preceded. 28.] Here is follows in Matthew the parable of the 
an instance of a saying of Peter’s reported. Labourers in the vineyard, ch. xx. 1 — 16. 
without any distinction indicating that 32 — 84.] Fullee declaeation op 
he had a share in the report. Sec notes his suffeeings and death. Matt. xx. 
on Matthew, for the promise here made 17 — 19. Luke xviii. 31 — 34. [The re- 
to the Apostles. 29, 30.] Here our markable particulars of ver. 32 are only 

report is most important. To it and St. found here.] This was (see Matt. xvi. 
Luke we owe now in this time, without 21 ; xvii. 22) the third declaration of His 
which the promise might be understood of a sufferings which the Lord had made to the 
future life only : — and to it alone we owe disciples, and it was His yoiny before them, 
the particidarizvng of the returns made, accompanied most probably by something 
and the words with persecutions, which remarkable in his gait and manner — a 
light up the whole passage, and shew that boldness and determination perhaps, an 
it is the inheritance of the earth in the eagerness, denoted in Luke xii. 50, which 
higher sense by the meek which is sjwken struck them with astonishment and fear, 
of ; — see 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. Observe “ Though very little is said in the 

wo nature gives us only one — but Gospels concerning our Lord’s external 
love, many (see Rom. xvi. 13). We do appearance and deportment, there are fre- 
not read fathers, perhaps because of our (juent indications of its effects on others, 
high and absorbing relation to our Father We do not see His glory in itself,— it 
in heaven ; compare Matt, xxiii. 9. On could not be described,— but we read the 
and the gospel’s. Dr. Wordsworth observes, reflection of it in them. See Matt. ix. 9, 
** see above, viii. 35, where this phrase (not the call of St. Matthew ; Matt. xxi. 12, 
found in the other Evangelists, see Matt, the purging of the temple : Mark ix. 15, 
xvi. 25; Luke ix. 24) is inserted by St. the feeling and behaviour of the crowd 
Mark. Perhaps it made a greater im- towards Him after the Transfiguration, 
pression upon his mind, bwause he had The climax is at the betrayal, John xviii. 
formerly shrunk from suffering for the 6, when, after His utterance of those 
Q-osfeV s sake, (See Acts xiii. 13; xv. 38.) words — ‘1 am he,’ — the soldiers start 
St. Mark also alone here inserts our Lord’s back, and fall to the ground.” Dr. Words- 
words, with persecutions, perhaps from a worth. 32.] began, anew : He again 
recollection that he had been once af- opened this subject. 33.] The cir- 
frighted by persecution from doing the cumstances of the passion are brought out 
work of the Gospel : and desiring to pre- in all three Evangelists with great par- 
pare others to encounter trials which for a ticularity. The * deliveiy to the Gentiles * 
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him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles : and 
they shall^mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit 
upon him, and shall kill him : and ® the third day he shall 
rise again. And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
confe unto him, saying,. Master, we would that thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. And he 
said unto them. What would ye that I should do for you ? 

37 They said unto him. Grant unto us, that we may sit, 
one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in 
thy glory. 3® B^t Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what 
ye ask : can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? ^and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 

3^ And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto 
them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of ; 
and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye 
be baptized : ^ but to sit on my right and on my left 
hand is not mine to give ; but [® it shall be given to them] 
for whom it is prepared. And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be much displeased with James and John. 

But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, ‘Ye iLukeixu. 36 c 
know that they which are accounted to rule over the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and their great ones 
exercise authority ^upon them. ^3 mch.ix.86. 

among you : but whosoever will be great among you shall 
be your minister : ^ and whosoever of you will be the 
fiTchdefest, shall be servant of all. ^ For ^ even " the Son 

® read, after three days. ^ read, or. 

® not expressed in the original, t render, over. 

S literally, first. ^ render, the Son of man also. 

is common to them all. 84.] spit if the one had actually before him the 

upon him, Mark and Luke : — crucify him, writing of the other. Besides, we have 
which is remarkable, as being the whole additional particulars of the 
the first intimation, in plain terms, of the baptism, with which He was to be bap- 
death He should die. The talcing up the tized : see note on Matthew. 88.] Ob- 
cross, ^ often alluded to, might have had serve the present tenses, drink of, and am 
now for them a deep meaning — but see baptized with. They may mean that the 
Luke ver. 84. The they in ver. 34 means Lord had ah*eady the cup of His suffering 
the Oentilee, at His lips : was already, so to speak, 

85 — 45.] Ambitious bequest of the sprinkled with the first drops of spray of 
SONS OF Zebedee : oue Loed's eeplu. His baptism of blood : or they may b© 
Matt. XX. 20 — 28, where see notes through- merely official : “ that I am to drink of, 
out, and especially on the difference in our and to be baptized with.** 42.] they 

ver. 35. The two accounts of the dis- which are accounted to rule, — who have 
course are almost verbatim the same, and the title of rulers ; literally, they which 
that they came from one source is very zeem to rule, or, think that they rule, 
apparent. Even here, however, slight de- It is not, ‘ tliose who rule,* which Qod 
yiations occur, which are unaccountable, aloiM does. 



262 


ST. MARK. X. 46-^52. 

man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
®to give his life a ransom for many. 

And they came to Jericho : and as he went out of 
Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, 
i blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway 
side begging. ^7 And when he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me. ^ And many charged him 
that he should hold his peace : but he cried the more a 
great deal. Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And 
Jesus stood stni, and commanded him to be called. And 
they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good 
comfort, rise ; he calleth thee. And he, casting away 
his garment, ^rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him. What wilt thou that I should 
do unto thee ? The blind man said unto him, ^ Lord, that 
I might receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, 
Q’O thy way; ^thy faith hath ^rnade thee whole. And 
immediately he received his sight, and followed ^ Jesus in 
the way. 

XI. ^ And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he 
sendeth forth two of his disciples, ^ and saith unto them, 
Go your way into the village over against you : and as 
soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, 

^ most ancient authorities have, Bartunseus the son of TimsDus, a blind 
beggar, sat by the wayside. 

^ many ancient authorities have, leaped up, and came to Jesus. 

1 render, Rabboni. 

^ render, saved thee, as in Luhe vii. 50 ; xviii. 42. This can hardly he done in 
Matt. ix. 22, on account of what follows, 

^ read, him. 

46—52.] Healino of blind Babti- place. 61.] Eabboni, i. e. Maiter, or 
MiBUS ON DEPABTURE FROM Jericho. My Master, see John XX. 16. It was said to 
Matt. XX. 29—34. Luke xviii. 35 — 43. On be a more respectful form than JRdbhi 
the three accounts referring to one and the merely. 62.] In Matthew only, Jesus 
same miracle, see on Matthew. I will only touches him. The account here and in 
add here, that a similar difference of num- Luke seems to correspond more closely 
her between Matthew and Mark is found in with the wonderful strength of his faith, 
the miracle in the neighbourhood of Ger- Our Lord healed hy a word in such cases, 
gesa, ch. v. 2. 46.] Bar-timaeus see Matt. viii. 10 — 13, ch. vii. 29, and 

means, the son of TimsBUS, — so _Bartho- other places. St. Luke adds, glorifying 
lomew, ch. iii. 18, jBafjesus, Acts xiii. 6. Ood,^* — all the people seeing him 
48.] See on Matthew vv. 30, 31. gave glory to God ; see also Luke xix. 37. 

50.] Signs of an eye-witness, which Chap. XI. 1 — 11.] Triumphal entry 
make us again believe, that here we have into Jerusalem. Matt. xxi. 1 — 17. Luke 
the UteraUy exact account of what took xix. 29 — 44. John xii. 12 — 36. On the 
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whereon never man sat ; loose him, and bring him, s And 
if any man say unto you, Why do ye this ? say ye that 
the Lord hath need of him ; and straightway he will send 
him hither. ^ And they went their way, and found ® ilie 
colt* tied by the door without in P a place where two ways 
met ; and they loose him. ® And certain of them that 
stood there said unto them. What do ye, loosing the colt ? 

6 And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded : 
and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to 
Jesus, and cast their garments on him ; and he sat upon 
him. ® And many spread their garments in the way : and 
others cut down branches ^off the trees[_y ^and strawed 
them in the way]. ® And they that went before, and they 
that followed, cried, saying, ^Hosanna; Blessed [®es] 
that cometh in the name of the Lord : blessed [® be'] the 
kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: ^Hosanna in the highest. And t bPsA.oiiviii. 
entered into Jerusalem, and] into the temple : and when 
he had looked round about upon all things, and now the 
eventide was come, he went out imto Bethany with the 
twelve. 


® ready a. P see note. 

^ ready OUt of the fields. ^ omitted in many ancient a/uthorities, 

8 not expressed in the original. The word supplied ought to he the same in both 
cases: Hither is or be may he right. ^ read, he. ^ omit. 


general sequence of events of this and the 
following day, see note on Matthew, ver. 1. 

1, 2.] As far as ye shall And, the 
agreement in Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
is nearly verbal; after that, Mark and 
Luke only mention the foal, and add, on 
which never man sat. Compare with this, 
Luke xxiii. 53. Our Lord’s birth, tri- 
umph, and burial were to be, in this, alike. 
Meyer observes of this part of the history, 
‘ A later tradition, sprung from the sacred 
destination of the l^st (for beasts never 
yet worked were used for sacred purposes, 
Num. xix. 2 ; Deut. xxi. 3 ; 1 Sam. vi. 7).' 
.But does it never strike such annotators, 
that this very usage would lead not only 
to the narrative being so constructed, but 
to the command itself having been so 
gi/ven ? 4.] The report of one of those 

sent; perhaps of Peter. The word ren- 
dered a place where two ways met, only 
means, a road leading round a place, 
and probably imports simply the street. 
Wordsw. interprets it, ^the ba^Jc way, 
which led round the house.* But there do^ 


not appear to be any reason for supposing 
the word “rowiki” to refer to the hou^se, 
rather than to the whole block, or neigh- 
bourhood, of houses, round about which 
the street led. Dean Trench, on the A. V. 
p. 116, would render it ** a way round,** 
** a crooked lane** 8, 9.] On the in- 
teresting addition in Luke, vv. 37 — 40, 
see notes there. branches] called 

branches of palm-trees, John, ver. 13 ; 
the word sigpiifies not merely branches, 
but branches cut f(yr the purpose of being 
littered to walk on : and thus implies the 
strasjdng in the way, which has been un- 
skilfully supplied. 10.1 blessed .... 

David — is peculiar to Mark, clearly set- 
ting forth the idea of the people that 
the Messiah’s Kingdom, the restoration of 
the throne of David, was come. See 

the additional particular of the weeping 
over the city, Luke, vv. 41 — 44, and notes. 

11.] See Matthew, ver. 12, and 
notes on ver. 1 : also on John ii. 13 — 13. 

I am by no means certain that the 
solution proposed in the notes on Matthew 
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And on the morrow, when they ^ were come from 
Bethany, he was hungry : and seeing a fig tcree afar off 
having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing 
thereon : and when he came to it, he foimd nothing but 
leaves ; for ^ the time of figs was not yet. And * Jem% 
answered and said unto it, Xo man eat fruit of thee here- 
oJohnii.14.: after for ever. And his disciples heard it. ° And they 
come to Jerusalem : and * Jesm went into the temple, and 
began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold y dom% : and would not suffer 

that any man should carry any vessel through the temple. 
17 And he taught, saying unto them]. Is it not written, 
diBA.ivi.?. d j^y ]iouse shall be called ^ of all nations the house of 
ejBB.vii.li. prayer? but ®ye have made it a den of thieves, And 
the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they 
destroy him: for they feared him, because ^all the 
Luke iv. 82. p0Qp\0 astonished at his doctrine, And when even 
was come, he went out of the city, the morning, 

^ render, had COme forth. ^ see note, ^ read, he. 

y render, the doves. * omitted in the oldest MS, 

® render, an {or, the) house of prayer for {or, unto) aU the nations. 
See Dean Trench, on the A. V. p. 72. 


is the right one, hut I cannot suggest a 
better. When St. Mark, as here, relates an 
occurrence throughout, with such signs of 
an eye-witness as in ver. 4, it is very 
difficult to suppose that he has transposed 
any thing ; whereas St. Matthew certainly 
does not speak here so exactly, having 
transposed the anointing in Bethany ; see 
notes on Matt. xxvi. 2, 6. 

12 — 26.] The baeeen fig-tree. The 
CLEANSING OP THE TeMPLE. Matt. xxi. 
12 — 22. Our account here bears strong 
marks of being that of a beholder and 
hearer : e. g. when they had come forth 
from Bethany,— afar off,— having leaves, 
— and his disciples heard it. The 
times and order of the events are here 
more exact than in St. Matthew, who 
seems to place the withering of the tree 
immediately after the word spoken by our 
Lord. 13. the time of figs was not yet] 
The sentence, which in the original is 
elliptical (for the season was not of figs, 
or for it was not a season of figs), may be 
supplied,— for the season was not (one) of 
figs,— or, for the season was not (that) of 
figs, i, e. not yet the season for figs. The 
latter smts the context b^t. The tree 


was precocious, in being clothed with 
leaves : and if it had had on it winter figs, 
which remain on from the autumn, and 
ripen early the next season, they would 
have been ripe at this time. But there 
were none — it was a barren tree. On the 
import of this miracle, see notes on Mat- 
thew. 15 — 19.] Matt. xxi. 12, 13, 

where see notes : also Luke xix. 45—48. 

16.] This was the court of the Glen- 
tiles, which was used as a thoroughfare; 
which desecration our Lord forbade, 
any vessel] — e. g. a pail or basket, — used 
for common life. 17.] for aU the 
nations, omitted in Matthew and Luke, 
hut contained in the prophecy : — mentioned 
by St. Mark as writing for Gentile Chris- 
tians : but this may be doubted. 18. 

all the people was astonished at his doc- 
trine , . ,] This remark, given by St. Mark 
and St. Luke, is omitted by St. Matthew : 
probably because he has given us so much 
of the doctrine itself. 19.] See note 
on Matthew, ver. 17. On the Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, our Lord appears to 
have gone to Bethany. 20—26.] The 
answers are very similar to those in Mat- 
thew, hut with one important addition 
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as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. Peter calling to remembrance saith unto 

him, ^ Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is 
withered away. ^2 Jesus answering saith unto them, 

Save faith in God. 23 Yor « verily I say unto you. That 8Matt.1vu.20. 
whosoever shall say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea ; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith 
c shall come to pass ; he shall have whatsoever he saith]. 

2^ Therefore I say unto you, *^What things soever ye ^1.^7. 

desire, when ye pray, believe that ye ® receive them, and ye 

shall have them. 26 And when ye stand praying, 'forgive, ^ James us. a. 

if ye have ought against any : that your Father also which 

is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 20 fBut ^ if k Matt. xvui. 

ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in 

heaven forgive your trespasses. 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem ; and as he was 
walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders, 28 and say unto him. By 
what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority to do these things? 29 And Jesus 
answered and said imto them, I will also ask of you one 
question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. The baptism of John, was 
it from heaven, or of men ? answer me, And they 
reasoned with themselves, saying. If we shall say. From 
heaven ; he will say. Why \JS then] did ye not believe him ? 

^ render, Eabbi. ® literally, COmeth to paSS : see note, 

^ omitted in some ancient authorities : in which case it mtist be supplied, 

® most ancient authorities read, have received. 

f this verse is omitted by several ancient authorities, probably by mistake in copying, 
as verses 25 and 26 end with the same word, trespasses. fiT omit, 

here, viz. w. 25, 26 ; see Matt. vi. 14, and See also Matt. v. 23 f., where the converse 
1 Tim. ii. 8. The connexion hero seems to this is treated of. 
to be, ‘ Though you should aim at strength 27—33.] The authoeitt of Jesus 
of faith, — yet your faith should not work questioned. His eeplt. Matt. xxi. 23 
in all respects as you have seen me do, in — 32. Luke xx. 1 — 8, Our account and 
judicial anger condemning the unfruitful that of St. Matthew arc very close in 
and evil ; but you mo&i forgive,^ 24. agreement. St. Luke's has (compare ver. 
believe that ye have received them] The 6, " all the people will stone us ") few and 
past tense is used, because the reception unimportant additions : see notes on Mat- 
spoken of is the determination in the divine thew. 28.] The expression these 

coxmsels coincident with the request — be- things need not necessarily refer to the 
lieve that when you asked, you received, cleansing of the temple, as Meyer; but 
and the fulfilment shall come. ^ 26.] seems, from Luke, to extend over our Lo^'a 

On the matter, compare Matt, vi. 14 f. whole course of teaching and putting him- 
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But ^ if we shall say^ Of men ; they feared the people ; 
for *all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed. 
33 they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot 
tell. And Jesus \} answering] saith unto them. Neither do 

1 tell you by what authority I do these things. " 

XII. 1 And he began to speak unto them by parables. 

A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about 
it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, 
and let it out to husbandmen, and ^ went into a far country. 

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, 

that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vineyard. 3 ^nd they caught him, and beat him, 
and sent him away empty. ^ And again he sent unto 
them another servant; and ^at him they cast stones, 
and wounded him in the head, and ”^sent him away 
shamefully handled. 3 again] he sent another ; 

and him they killed, and many others ; beating some, and 
killing some. 3 o Having yet therefore one son, his well- 
beloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying. They 
will reverence my son. 7 But those husbandmen said 
among themselves, This is the heir ; come, let us kill him, 
and the inheritance shall be our’s. 3 And they took him, 
and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. ^ What 
shall [P therefore] the lord of the vineyard do ? he will 
come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vine- 

^ read, shall we say. Of men ? i omit 

^ the original has only, left the country. 

^ many ancient authorities have only, they WOUnded him in the head. 

^ many ancient authorities have only, shamefully handled him. 

^ omit, 

® many ancient omthorities have. He had yet one wcllbelovcd son : him 
he sent last unto them. 

P omitted hy some ancient authorities. 


self forward in public. 32.] The answer 
to the question, asked by themselves, is 
given hy the Evangelist, 

Chap. XII. 1—12.] Parable op the 
vhtbtaed let out to husbandmen. 
This parable is, for the most part, identical 
with that in Matt. xxi. 33—46, and Luke 
XX. 9 — 19. The number and treatment of 
the servants sent, is enlarged on here; 
and in ver. 4 there occurs a singular word, 
which we render, wounded Mxn in the 
head, ^me have suppos^ it means, Hhey 
made short work with him* which is the 
inore usual sense of the word, but not 


probable here ; for they did not kill him, 
but disgracefully used him. I must 
not allow any opportunity to pass of direct- 
ing attention to the sort of difference, in 
similarity, between these three reports, — 
and observing that no origin of that differ- 
ence is imaginable, except the gradual 
deflection of accounts from a common, or 
a pa/rallel, source. See notes on 

Matthew throughout. 9.] he wUl 

come, &c., is not the answer of the Phari- 
sees, nor of the people, as the correspond- 
ing sentence in Matthew (see note there), 
but, here and in Luke, a continuation of 
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yard unto others. And have ye not read this scripture ; 

^The stone which the builders rejected ^ is become the head 
of the corner : this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 

marvellous in our eyes ? ^ And they sought to lay hold ^ jo'h^Vif; 25 , 

on Him, but feared ^ the people : for they knew that he had 
spoken the parable against them : and they left him, and 
went their way, and [* they] send unto him certain of 
the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to ^ catch him in his 
words. And when they were come, they say unto him. 

Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no 
man : for thou regardest not the person of men, but 
teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Caesar, or not ? Shall we give, or ^ shall we 
not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto 
them. Why tempt ye me ? bring me a ^ penny ^ that I 
may see it. And they brought it. And he saith unto 
them. Whose is this image and superscription ? And they 
said unto him, Caesar’s. ^7 And Jesus answering said 
unto them. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s. And they mar- 
velled at him. 

Then come unto him the Sadducees, ® which say there 0 Acts zxiii. 8. 
is no resurrection ; and they asked him, saying, Master, 

** Moses wrote unto us. If a man’s brother die, and leave ^i^eut.xxv.s. 
his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his 

^ render^ the same is become, as in Matt. xxi. 42. 

^ render y the multitude. The word in Luke xx. 19 is different, 

® omit, ^ literally, to catch him by a wdrd. 

^ render, must. render, denarius. 

our Lord’s discourse. After ver. 11 saying of His. 14.] Must we give, or 
comes in Matt. vv. 43 — 45. 12.] must we uot give 1 the originality of the 

Meyer makes the multitude report is shewn by these words. They 

in Luke) the subject of they knew, but wish to drive our Lord to an absolute 
I think quite unnecessarily. The fear of affirmation or negation. 15.] a de- 
the people is increased by the conscious- narius (see note on Matt. xx. 2), Mark and 
ness on the part of the rulers that He had Luke, answers to V the tribute -money 
spoken the parable against them : they are Matthew. 17.] they marveUed is in the 
as men convicted before the people, original in the imperfect tense, and is 

13—17.] Reply CONCEENiira the graphic. This was going on, when the 
LAWFULNESS OF TEIBUTE TO CiESAE. next incident began. 

Matt. xxii. 15—22. Luke xx. 20—26. The 18 — 27.] Reply to the Sadducees 

parable of the wedding-garment, Matt, xxii, ooncernino the besueeection. Matt. 
1 — 14, is omitted. The only matters re- xxii. 23 — 33. liuke xx. 27 — 40. The three 
quiring additional remark in these verses reports are very much alike in matter, and 
are, — 13.] by a word signifies the instru- now and then coincide almost verbally 
ment wherewith they would catch him : (Matthew ver. 27, Luke ver. 32. Mark ver. 
the verb being one taken from the chase. 23 end, Luke ver. 33). The chief addi- 
They wished to lay hold on him by some tions are found in Luke, vv. 34 — 36, where 
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brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his 
brother, JVbw?] there were seven brethren : and the 

first took a wife, and dying left no seed. And the 
second took her, and died, neither left he any seed : and 
the third likewise. And the seven [* had her, and~\ left 
no seed : last of all the woman died also. 23 the resur- 
rection [* therefore^, when they shall rise, whose wife 
shall she be of them ? for the seven had her to wife. 
2^ And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not there- 
fore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the 
power of God ? 25 Por when they shall rise from the 

dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage ; but 
ei^corxv.42, as the] angels which are in heaven. 26 ag 
touching the dead, that they rise : have ye not read in the 
book of Moses, y how in the bush God spake unto him, 
fExoD.ui.6. saying, ^I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob ? 27 z ^ dead^ 

but the God of the living : ye therefbre] do greatly err. 
28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them 
reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered 
them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment 


^ omit» * omit, 

y render, in the history concerning the Bush, how God spake. 
* render, God is not [the God] of dead men, but of living. 


see notes, and on Matthew throughout. 

23.] when they shaU rise does not 
here mean, * when men (the dead) shall 
rise* hut when they (the wife and seven 
brothers) shaU rise : see on ver. 25. 

26.] the when they shaU rise here is 
general, not as in ver. 23 : see last note. 

26. in the history conoeming the 
Bnsh (so also in Luke)] The words may in 
the original mean eitlier, ‘ in the chapter 
containing the history of God appearing in 
the Bush,^ or, * when he was at the Bush.' 
The former is the more probable, on ac- 
count of the construction of the verse in 
our text. In Luke, if we had his account 
alone, the other rendering might be ad- 
missible, ‘ Moses testified, at the Bush 
but this will not answer in our text. 

28 — 34.] Reply oonceening the 
aBEAT commandment. Matt. xxii. 34 
— 40, but with differing circumstances. 
There the question appears as that of one 
among the Pharisees' adherents, who puts 
this question, Aim"— and in 

consequence of the iTiarisees coming up to 
the strife, after He had discomfitkl the 


Sadducces. I should be disposed to take 
St. Mark's as the strictly accurate account, 
seeing that there is nothing in the ques- 
tion which indicates enmity, and our 
Lord's answer, ver. 34, plainly precludes 
it. The man, from hearing them dis- 
puting, came up, and formed one of the 
band who gathered together for the pur- 
pose of tempting Him. St. Mark's report, 
which here is wholly unconnected in origin 
with St. Matthew's, is that of some one 
who had taken accurate note of the cir- 
cumstances and character of the man ; 
St. Matthew's is more general, not entering, 
as this, into individual motives, but classing 
the question broadly among the various 
“temptations" of our Lord at this time. 

28.] The motive seems to have been, 
admiration of our Lord^s wise answer, 
and a desire to be instructed further by 
Him. the first commandment of all ; 
— this was one of the “ strivings about the 
law** (Titus hi. 9), — which was the greatest 
commandment. The Scribes had many 
frivolous enumerations and classifications 
of the commands of the law. 
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of all ? 29 ^nd Jesus answered him, The first [» of all the 
commandm^nU^ is, ‘^Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord our God 
one Lord : and thou shalfc love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and* with all thy strength : this is the first commandment. 

If And'] the second is f like, namely] this, ^Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other com- jaL'i'ius. 
mandment greater than these. And the scribe said 
unto him. Well, Master, ^ thou hast said the truth : for 
there is one God; ‘and there is none other but he: and i Dent. w. so. 
to love him with all the heart, and with all the imder- 
standing, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, 
and to love his neighbour as himself, ^is more than all ^ 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when J esus 
saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him. Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man ® after 
that durst ask him any question. And Jesus answered 
and said, while he taught in the temple. How say the 
scribes that Christ is the son of David P ^6 For David 


a omit, ^ read, thou hast truly Said that He is one. 
c render, any more. 


29 f.] St. Mark cites the passage entire, — St. 
Matthew only the command itself. 

31. ] Our Lord adds this second, as an 
application or bringing home of the first. 

The first is the Sun, so to speak, of 
the spiritual life: — this the lesser light, 
which reflects the shining of that other. 
It is like to it, inasmuch as both are laws 
of love : both deduced from the great and 
highest love: both dependent on “ I am 
the Lord thy God,"' Lev. xix. 18. 

Stier sets forth beautifully the strong con- 
trast between the requirements of these 
two commands, and the then state of the 
Jewish Church : see John vii. 19. 

32, 33.] The Scribe shews that he had 

entered into the true spirit of our Lord’s 
answer; and replies in admiration at its 
wisdom. whole burnt offerings and 

saorifloes, the things to w^hich the out- 
ward literal observers paid all their atten- 
tion. 34. not far . . . .] This man had 
hold of that principle in which Law and 
Gospel are one : he stood as it were at the 
door of the Kingdom of God. He only 
wanted (but the want was indeed a serious 
one) repentance and faith to be w%thin it. 
The Lord shews us here that even outside 
His flock, those who can answer discreetly 
(or intelligently)~-wliO have knowledge of 


the sfirit of the great command of Law 
and Gospel, are nearer to being of his 
flock, than the formalists : — but then, as 
Bengel adds, “ If thou art not far off, 
come in : otherwise thou hadst better been 
far off.*^ And no man . . . .] This is 
apparently out of its place here, as it is 
afler the question which now follows, that 
St. Matthew relates this discomfiture of 
his adversaries. We must not however 
conclude too hastily, especially where the 
minute accuracy of St. Mark is at stake. 
The question just asked was the last put 
to our Lord, and therefore the notice of 
its being the last comes in fitly here. The 
enquiry which follows did more than 
silence their questioning : it silenced their 
answering too ; both which things St. 
Matthew combines as the result of this 
day, in his ver. 46. 

35 — 37.] The Phaeisees baffled by 

A QUESTION CONCEENING ChEIST AND 

David. Matt. xxii. 41 — 4S, Luke xx. 
41 _ 44 . The reports are apparently in- 
dependent of any common original, and 
hardly agree verbally in the citation from 
the LXX. See notes on Matthew. 

35.] The whole controversy in the temple 
is regarded as one ; hence the new point 
raised by our Lord is introduced as a 
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i8^sam.xxiu. hiinself Said the Holy Ghost, “ The Lord said to my 
inp«.cx.i. Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I ®make thine 
enemies thy footstool. ^7 David therefore] himself 
calleth him Lord ; and whence is he then his son ? 
noh.iv. 2 . And the common people heard him gladly. And ’®he 
said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, 
0 Luke XL 48. -v^liich lovc to go in long clothing, and [? love] ° salutations 
in the marketplaces, and the chief seats in the syna- 
gogues, and the ^ uppermost rooms at feasts : ^ which 
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence lAake long 
prayers : these shall receive greater damnation. And 
Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the 
pzKingsxu. people cast i money Pinto the treasury: and many that 
were rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor 
widow, and she threw in two ^ mites, which make a 
^ farthing. ^ And he called unto him his disciples, and 
q 3 Cor. via. 12 . gaith unto them. Verily I say unto you, That ^ this poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they vfhi(^ '^have cast 


^ rendety in. 

® many ancient authorities ready put thine enemies beneath thy feet. 


* omitted in many ancient authorities, 
^ render, chief places. 

^ see note, 

rejoinder, with answered. 36.] Ob- 
serve in the Holy Ghost, *Hn the Spirit y** 
Matthew, — “ in the hook of Psalms** 
Luke : a coincidence not to be passed over. 

37.] whence, i. e. from whence shall 
we seek an explanation for what follows 1 
And the oommon people (literally 
the great mnltitnde) heard him gladly is 
peculiar to Mark. 

88 — 40.1 Denunciation or the 
Scribes. Luke xx. 45 — 47. These verses, 
nearly verbatim the same in the two 
Evangelists, and derived from a common 
report, are an abridgment of the dis- 
course which occupies the greater part of 
Matt, xxiii. — with the additions of love 
to go in long clothing, and ver. 40, 
see on Matthew, where these words are 
spurious. The words in his doctrine seem 
to imply that St. Mark understood it as 
a compendium, Tliey devowred 

widow/ housesy by attaching them to 
themselves, and so persuading them to 
minister to them of their substance. A 
trace of this practice (but there out of 
gratitude and love) on the part of the 
Jewish women, is found in Luke viii. 2, 3. 
What words can better describe the cor- 


8^ not in the original, 

^ literally y brass : see Matt, x, 9. 

^ ready are casting. 

rupt practices of the so-called priesthood 
of Rome, than these of our Lord? The 
pretence was, to make their sanctity ap- 
pear to these women, and so win their 
favour. 40.] greater — because they have 
joined thieving with hypocrisy. 

41—44.] The widow’s mites. Luke 
xxi. 1 — 4 : probably from a common ori- 
gin. 41. the treasury] This is 

usually understood of thirteen chests , 
which stood in the court of the women, 
into which were thrown contributions for the 
temple, or the tribute (of Matt. xvii. 24). 
But it is hardly likely that they would be 
called the treasury, and we hear of a 
building by this name in Josephus. Liicke 
believes some part of the court of the 
women to be intended, perhaps a chamber 
in connexion with these chests. Our 

Lord had at this time taken his leave of 
the temphy and was going out of it — be- 
tween Matt, xxiii. end, and xxiv. 

42.] mites, the smallest Jewish coin : St. 
Mark adds which make a farthing, for 
his Roman readers : — the mite = J of an 
z= jJj — or, after the weight of the as 
was diminished, yjg of a denarius, TwOy 
Bengel remarks, are noticed ; she might 
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into the treasury : ^ for all they did cast in “ of their 
abundance ; but she “ of her want did cast in all that she 
had, ’^even all her living. rDeut.xxiv.c. 

XIII. 1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his 
disciples saith unto him, Master, see ^what manner of 
stones and ^what buildings are tiers’], ^ And Jesus 
[P answering] said unto him, Seest thou these great build- 
ings ? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down. ^ And as he sat upon the 
mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James 
and J ohn and Andrew asked him privately, ^ Tell us, when 
shall these things be ? and what shall be the sign ^ when all 
these things shall he fulfilled ? ^ And Jesus ^ answering 
them began to say, ^ Take heed lest any man deceive you : “ 

® for many shall come in my name, saying, I am [* Christ] ; ^ 
and shall deceive many. 7 And when ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled : for] such 
things must needs be ; but the end shall not be yet. ^ For 
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom : and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, 
and there shall be famines and troubles : these are the 


beginnings of ^sorrows. ^ But ^^take heed to your- *> Matt^.^17,^ 
selves : for they shall deKver you up to councils ; and in 
the synagogues ye shall be beaten : and ye shall be brought 


“ i. e. out of. ^ render, what great. 

® omit : not in the original. P omit. 

^ read and render, when these things are about to be all fulfilled. 

^ many ancient authorities have, began to say unto them. 

® not in the original. I am he, is more faithful, 
t omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

^ literally, birth-pangS. render, take ye : see note. 


have kept back one. 43.] more, in 
God's reckoning ; more, for her own 
stewardship of the goods entrusted to her 
care. 

Chap. XIII.] Jesus peophesies op 

HlS COMINO, AND OF THE TIMES OF THE 
END. Matt. xxiv. Luke xxi. 5 — 36. The 
accounts are apparently distinct, and each 
contains some fragments which have es- 
caped the others. On the matter of the 
prophecy, I have fully commented in Mat- 
thew, where see notes : also those on Luke. 

1.] what great stones. — Josephus 
says, the stones of the building were 40 
cubits in size.” Ai^d again, “for 6 days 
together the strongest of all the battering 
engines played on the wall and produced 


no effect: the size and jointing of the 
stones was too strong for it, and for all 
the others.” 3.] Peter and James 

and John and Andrew are “ his disciples ” 
in Matthew, and “ some ” in Luke. 

4.] these things implies that they viewed 
the destruction of the temple as part of 
a great series of events, which had now by 
frequent prophecy become familiar to them. 
‘ These things about which thou so often 
speakest.' 6.] began to say— with 
this begins our Lord^s fuU explanation on 
the matter. See reft'. 8 . there 

shall be . . . there shall be] By th^ repe- 
titions, majesty is given to the discourse. 

the beginnings— i. e. but the be- 
^nings— the mere beginnings. 9,] ye 
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before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against tbem. And tbe gospel must first be published 
® LSke iii n. among all ^ nations, ^ ® But when they shall lead you, 

* and deliver you up^ take no thought beforehand what ye 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever 
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye : for it is 

speak, ^but the Holy Ghost. Now ®the 
* MiSft, 1. 2 i.‘ brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father 
the son ; and children shall rise up against their parents, 
and shall 7 cause them to he put to death, And ye shall 
^ M*S:tx\‘ 22 : be hated of all men for my name’s sake : but ^he that 

* shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. But 

gDAif.ii.27. ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken 

of by Daniel the prophet^ standing where it ought not, (let 
him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in 
Judaea flee to the mountains : and let him that is on the 
housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, 
to take any thing out of his house : and let him that is 
in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment. 
hLukexxm. 17 hjjut woe to them that are with child, and to them that 
give suck in those days ! And pray ye that your flight 
‘ in winter, * For [} in'] those days shall be 

affliction, such as ^was not from the beginning of the 
creation which God created unto this time, neither shall 
be. 20 except that the Lord had shortened ^ those 
days, no flesh should ® he saved : but for the elect’s sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. 21 And 
then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ ; or, 


render, the nations. ^ render, to deliver you up. 

7 render, put them to death. Correct similarly in Matt. x. 21, where this 


escaped notice. * render, 

^ omit : not in the original, 

^ render, the days. 

has the emphasis — let your care be . . . 

11.] St. Mark has w. 10, 11 pecu- 
liar to himself. St. Luke (vv. 14, 15) has 
something very like them — St. Matthew 
nothing: but they occur Matt. x. 19, 
where see note. 12.] This is ex- 

pressed by then shall many he offended, 
and shall betray one another, and shall 
hate one another,^* Matthew, ver. 10. 

13.] hath endured, viz. in the confession 
implied by for my name’s sake preceding. 

14.] where it ought not—see note 
on Matthew, ver. 15. This is a less definite 


hath endured. a 

® render, hath not been. 

® render, have been. 

description of the place than we find there. 

18.] St. Matthew adds **nor on the 
sabbath day.^* St. Mark wrote mostly for 
Gentile readers, and thus perhaps was not 
likely to report this. 19, 20.] the crea- 
tion which God created .... and the 
elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, pecu- 
liarities of St. Mark’s style in reporting our 
Lord’s discourses, for greater solemnity. 
John xvii. 26, John v. 16, cited strangely 
by Mr. Elliott to disprove this, are no 
mes in point. In both those, the expres- 
sion is necessary to the sense : here, and 
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lo, \}he is] there; believe \%him] not; for false 
Christs an^] false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs 
and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. 

23 But ^ take ye heed : behold, I have foretold you all k 2 Pet. iu. 17 . 
things. 24 1 Std in those days, after that tribulation, the ’ 
sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light. 26 i the stars of heaven shall fall, and the 
powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 26 m then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with Jh!Viv.o 2 . 
great power and glory. 27 And then shall he send his 
angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four \\yf- 
winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the utter- 
most part of heaven. 28 Jfow learn i a parable of the fig 
tree; When her branch is yet tender ^ and putteth forth 
leaves, ^ ye knotv that summer is near : 29 go ye in like 
manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know 
that it is nigh, even at the doors. 30 Yerily I say unto 
you, that this generation shall not '^^pasSy till all these 
things be done. 3i Heaven and earth shah pass away: 
but °my words shall not pass away. 32 But of that day 
1 and t/iaf] hour knoweth ^ no man^ no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

^ not in the original. S or, it t not expressed in the original. 

ll omitted in some ancient MSS., and probably inserted from Matt. xxiv. 24. 
i render, Howbeit. render, shall be falling from heaven. 

i render, the parable from the fig tree : When now her branch be- 
come th tender. ^ read, it is known. 

render, paSS away. ^ read, Or. omit : not in the original. 

^ render, for perspicuity, none. render, nor even. 


usually in St. Mark, it is merely idiomatic. 

24.] The oi)ening word is more than 
the simple ' but : * and is best rendered 
by howbeit, or nevertheless ; as if it were, 
“ though I have forewarned you of all 
things, yet some of those shall be so terrible 
as to astound even the best prepared among 
you.'' in those days, aiter that tribu- 
lation — then those days come after that 
tribulation : see note on Matthew, ver. 29. 

Our Evangelist omits the mourning 
of the tribes of the earth, and the seeing 
the sign of the Son of Man. 27.] 

from the uttermost part of the earth, 
from the extremity of the visible plane of 
the earth, shall the collecting begin : and 
shall proceed to the uttermost part of 
heaven, to the point where the sky touches 
that plane on the other side. 28.] 

VOL. I. 


her, emphatic, when her branch .... con- 
veying an a fortiori in the application. 
If in so humble an example as the fig-tree 
you discern the nearness of a season, 
much rather should you in these sure and 
awful signs discern the approach of the 
end. 30.] this generation— sec on 

Matthew, ver. 34. 82.] Tliis is one of 

those things which the Father hath put 
in his own power, Acts i. 7, and with 
which the 8on, in his mediatorial office, 
is not acquainted : see on Matthew. We 
must not deal unfaithfully with a plain 
and solemn assertion of our Lord (and 
what can be more so than nor even the 
Son, in which by the nor even He is not 
below but above the angels ?) by such 
evasions as '‘He does not know it so as 
to reveal it to us," or as Aug., “ He did 
T 
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®Take ye heed, watch [©and pray]: for ye know not 
fiSes?. V. V; when the time is. ^4 ^oo p For the Son of man as a man 
^ ■ p taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 

authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore : 
for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning : lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all. Watch. 

XIV. 1 After two days was ^ the feast of the passorevy 
and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put 
him to death. ^ But they said, Not ^ o)i the feast day, lest 
there be an uproar of the people. 

ajeeLukevii. 8 a And ^ being in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an 
alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious ; and 

® omitted in several ancient authorities, not expressed in the original, 

P the original has only, going from home : see on Matt. xxv. 14. 

^ render, the passover, and the \_feast o/] unleavened bread. 

^ render, during the feast. ® render, when he was. 

not so know it as then to indicate it to are so frequent and irregular, as in my 
the disciples.^' Of such a sense there is opinion wholly to preclude the idea that 
not a hint in the context : nay, it is alto- St. Mark had ever seen either. The 
gether alien from it. The account given minute analysis of any passage in the 
by the orthodox Lutherans, as represented three will, I think, convince an unpre- 
by Meyer, that our Lord knew this by judiced examiner of this. On the 
possession, but not by use, is right enough, chronological difficulties which beset this 
if at the same time it is carefully reraem- part of the Gospel history, see note 
bered, that it was this possession of which on Matt. xxvi. 17. 1. the pass- 

He emptied Himself when He became man over, and [feast of] unleavened bread] 
for us, and which it belongs to the very classed together, because the time of eat- 
essence of His mediatorial kingdom to hold ing the Passover was actually the com- 
in subjection to the Father. 33 — 37.] mencemcnt of the feast of unleavened 

Peculiar to Mark, and containing the con- bread. The announcement by our Lord 
densed matter of Matthew, w. 43—47, and of his approaching death (Matt. xxvi. 2) 
perhaps an allusion to the parable of the is omitted by St. Mark and St. Luke, 
talents in Matt. xxv. The porter is 3—9.] The anointinu at Bethaht. 
the door-porter, whose office it would be Matt. xxvi. 6 — 13. John xii. 1 — 8. (On 
to look out for approaching travellers, — Luke vii. 36—50, see note there.) The 
answering especially to the ministers of whole narrative has remai'kable points of 
the word, who are (Ezek. xxxiii.) watch- similarity with that of St. John,— and haa 
men to God’s church. been used as one of the indications that 

Chap. XIV. 1, 2.] Conspieaot op the St. Mark had knowledge of and used the 
Jewish authoeitibs against Jestis. Gospel of St. John. My own view leads 
Matt. xxvi. 1 — 5. Luke xxii. 1, 2. The me to a different conclusion. I have 
account of the events preceding the pas- already remarked (note on Matt. xxvi. 3), 
sion in our Gospel takes a middle rank that while St. Matthew seems to have pre- 
between those of St. Matthew and St. Luke, served trace of the parenthetic nature of 
It contains very few words which are not this narrative, such trace altogether fails 
to be found in one or other of them *, but in our account. It proceeds ew if con- 
at the same time the variations from both tinuous, 3. sjdkenard] The original. 
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she brake the box, and poured it on his head. ^ And 
there were* some that had indignation within themselves, 
and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 

^ For ^ it might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And 
they murmured against her. ® And Jesus said. Let her 
alone ; why trouble ye her ? she hath wrought a good 
work on me. 7 For ^ye have the poor with you always, bDeut.iv.u. 
and whensoever ye will ye may do them good : but me ye 
have not always. ® She hath done what she could : ^ she 
is come aforehand io anoint my body to the burying. 

^ Verily I say unto you. Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also that she 
hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 

And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto 
the chief priests, to betray him unto them. And when 
they heard \it], they were glad, and promised to give him 
money. And he sought how he might conveniently 
betray him. 

t read, this ointment. render, denarii. 

^ render, she hath by anticipation anointed. 

^ literally, the one, or that one, of the twelve. 


literally rendered, is as Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor has it in his Life of Christ, § 15, 
“ nard pistick.’^ But it is quite uncertain 
what this epithet ‘‘ pistick ” means. The 
discussion may be seen in my Greek Tes- 
tament. Here I can only state that the 
two possible explanations are (1) genuine, 
unadulterated ; and (2) liquid, or drink- 
able. There clearly appears to have been 
a certain sort of ointment which they 
drank : see citations as above. The word 
is nowhere found in the classics, only here 
and in the parallel place in St. John, and 
some later writers. brake the box] 
can hardly mean only having broken the 
resin with which the cork was sealed. In 
ch. v. 4, John xix. 36, Rev. ii. 27, the 
word 13 used of breaking, properly so 
called : and I see no objection to supposing 
that the box (i. e. of course the narrow 
neck of it) was crushed in the hand, and 
the ointment thus poured over His head. 
Tlie feet would then (John xii. 3) be 
anointed with what remained on the hands 
of Mary, or in the broken vase (see note 
on Luke vii. 38). 4, 6. some] See 

notes on Matthew. The three hundred 
denarii is common to our narrative and 
that of St. John. 6.] Let her alone, 
also common to John, but as addressed to 


Judas. 7.] The agreement verbatim 
here of Matthew and John, whereas our 
narrative inserts the additional clause and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good, 
is decisive against the idea that St. Mark 
compiled his account from the other two. 
In these words there appears to be a 
reproach conveyed to Jud^, and perhaps 
an allusion to the office of giving to 
poor being his. 8.] We have here again 
a striking addition peculiar to Mark. 

She hath done what she could : a similar 
praise to that given to the poor widow, ch. 
xii. 44 — **sh€ cast in all that she had.** We 
have also the expression she hath by anU- 
cipation anointed, shewing, as I have 
observed on Matthew, that the act was 
one of prospective love, grounded on the 
deepest apprehension of the reality of our 
Lord’s announcement of His approaching 
death. 9.] Spe notes on Matthew 

ver. 13. 

10, 11.] Compact of Jtjpas with the 

CHIEF PEIESTS TO BETEAY HIM. Matt. 

xxvi. 14 — 16. Luke xxii. 3 — 6. The only 
matters requiring notice are, — the words 
when they heard [it], i. e. Hhe proposal* 
— and promised, implying, as does the 
word in Luke, that the money was not 
paid now, either as Ml wages, or aa 


T 2 
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And the first day of unleavened bread, when they 
killed the passover, his disciples said unto hkn, Where 
wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the 
passover ? And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 
and saith unto them. Go ye into the city, and there 'shall 
meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water : follow him. 

And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the * goodman 
of the house. The Master saith, Where is 7 the guest- 
chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my dis- 
ciples P And he will shew you a large upper room 
furnished and prepared : * there make ready for us. And 
his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found 
as he had said unto them : and they made ready the pass- 
over. And in the evening he cometh mth the twelve. 
IS And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say 
unto you, One of you ^ which eatcth with me shall betray 
me. And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto 
him one by one. Is it IP and another sai([]y Is it I ? 

* i. €, the householder. y read, my. z there. 

® render, shall betray me, he that cateth with me. 

^ not in the original. 


earnest-money, — but promised; and paid 
(most probably) when the Lord was 
brought before the Sanhedrim, which was 
what Judas undertook to do. 

12—16.] Preparation for cele- 
brating THE Passover. Matt. xxvi. 17 
— 19. Luke xxii. 7 — 13. Our account 
contains little that is peculiar. 12.] 

when they killed the passover, like St. 
Luke’s expression “ when the passover must 
he killed,” denotes the ordinary day, when 
they (i. e. the Jews) sacrificed the Pass- 
over ; — for that the Lord ate His Pass- 
over on that day, and at the usual time, is 
the impression conveyed hy the testimony 
of the three Evangelists : see notes on 
Matthew ver. 17, and Luke ver. 7. We 
may notice that if this Gospel, as tra- 
ditionally reported, was drawn up under 
the superintendence of Peter, we could 
hardly have failed to have the names of the 
two disciples given ; — nor again would our 
narrator have missed (and the omission is 
an important one) the fact that the Lord 
first gave the command, to go and prepare 
the Passover — which St. Zmke only relates. 

It becomes a duty to warn students 
of the sacred word against fanciful inter- 
pretations. A respected Commentator of 
our own day explains the pitcher of water. 


which led the way to the room where the 
last Supper was celebrated, to mean ** the 
baptismal grace” which we have "in 
earthen vessels,” which " leads on to other 
graces, even to the Communion of Christ’s 
Body and Blood.” 15.] In the midst 
of a verbal accordance with Luke we have 
here inserted prepared, indicating that the 
guest-chamber was already prepared for 
the celebration of the Passover, as would 
indeed be probable at this time in Jeru- 
salem. The disciples had therefore only to 
get ready the Passover itself, 

17—21.] Jesus, celebrating the 
Passover, announces His betrayal 
BY ONE OF the TWELVE. Matt. XXVi. 20 
— 25, Luke xxii. 14 (21—23). John xiii. 
21 ff. The account of St. Luke (ver. 

16) supplies the important saying of our 
Lord respecting the fulfilment of the two 
parts of the Passover feast — see notes 
there. After our ver. 17, comes in the 
washing of the disciples' feet hy the Lord 
as related in John xiii. 1 — 20. 18.] 

The words he that eateth with me are 
peculiar to Mark, and, as we have seen 
before, bear a relation to St. John’s ac- 
count, where our Lord had just before cited 
" he that eateth hread with me ^c.” ver. 18. 
They do not point out any particular j)er- 
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^ And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the 
twelve, thai dippeth with me in the dish. 21 c The Son of 
man indeed goeth, as it is written of him : but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of man is betrayed : good were it 
for Uiat man if he had never been born. ® And as cicor.xi. 23 . 
they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, 
and gave to them, and said, Take[^, eat] : this is my body. 

23 And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them : and they all drank of it. 24 2^0 

said unto them, This is my blood of the [® new] testament, 
which is ^shed for many. 25 Yerily I say unto you, I will 
drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that 
I drink it new in the kingdom of God. 26 Xni when they 
had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 

27 And Jesus saith unto them. All ye shall be offended 
[? because of me this night] : for it is written, will smite dZKCH.iiii.r. 
the shepherd, and the sheep shall be ^ scattered, 28 
® after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. 

29 But Peter said unto him. Although all shall be offended, 
yet will not I. 30 Jesus saith unto him, Yerily I say 
unto thee. That this day, even in this night, before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 3i But he 
spake the more vehemently. If I i should die with thee, I 
will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they 
all. 32 they came to a place which was named Geth- 
semane : and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 

C several ancient authorities ready Bccause the Son of man . . . 

^ omity as in all the most ancient authoritieSy and ready Take [this]. 

® omit : better render in consequenccy covenant instead of testament, 
t or, being shed. fif omit, 

^ rendevy scattered abroad : the word is the same as in att, xxvi. 31. 

^ rendeVy must. 


son, but give pathos to the contrast which 
follows. 20.] This description of the 

traitor here again does not seem to de- 
signate one especially, nor to describe an 
action at that moment proceeding, but, as 
before, pathetically to describe the near 
relation of the betrayer to the Betrayed, 
Now however the relation pointed out is 
still closer than before — it is that of one 
dipping in the same dish — one of those 
nearest and most trusted. 

22—23.] Institution of the Loed’s 
SUPPEE. Matt. xxvi. 26 — 29. Luke xxii. 
19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23—25. See notes on 
Matthew. 


26 — 31.] Declaeation that all 

SHOULD FOESAKE HiM. CONFIDENCE 
OF Petee. Matt. xxvi. 30—35 (see Luke 
xxii. 31—34, and notes there). Our ac- 
count is almost verbatim the same as that 
in Matthew, where see notes. The few 
differences arc there commented on. 

30.] Notice the climax : this day, but not 
only this — in this night, the part of it now 
present : nor only so, but before the cock 
crow twice, i. e. long before the night is 
over. 81.] spake the more vehe- 

mentfy — the original implies, went an 
repeating saperabnndantly. 

82—42.] OuE Loed’s agony at 
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shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James 
and John, and began to be sore amazed, andnto be very 
fjohnxu.27. heavy; and saith unto them, ^My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death : tarry ye here, and watch. ^5 
he went forward a little, and fell on the ground,' and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
him. 36 he said, ^Abba, Father, ^ all things are 
1 JoStTv.’ao: possible unto thee ; take away this cup from me: ^never- 
theless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 37 ^nd he 


cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
Simon, sleepest thou ? couldest not thou watch one hour ? 
33 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
^ The spirit truly is J ready ^ but the flesh is weak. 39 ^^id 
again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same 
words. ^ And when he returned, he found them asleep 
again ; for their eyes were heavy ; neither wist they what 
to answer him: And he cometh the third time, and 

saith unto them. Sleep on now, and take your rest : it is 
ijohnxiii. 1 . enough, ^the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is he- 
rn John xviii. trayed into the hands of sinners. m . 

lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. ^ And immediately, 
while he yet spake, cometh Judas, ^ one of the twelve, and 
with him a great multitude, with swords and staves, from 
the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. ^ And 
he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he ; take him, and 
lead him away safely. And as soon as he was come, he 
goeth straightway to him, and saith, '^Mastery master ; and 

J render^ willing I it is the same word as in Matt. xxvi. 41. 

^ many ancient authorities read, being one. ^ render^ Eabbi, Eabbi. 


Gethsemane. Matt. xxvi. 36—46. Luke 
xxii. 39 — 46 (see John xviii. 1). The 
same remarks apply here also. 33.] 

Notice the graphic sore amazed, and see 
note on ch. ix. 15, where the same word is 
need in the original. St. Matthew has to 
be sorrowM. 36.] Abba is the fa- 
miliar and endearing appellation for Father. 
It is an Aramaic form, and after St. Mark’s 
manner inserted, as ‘ Ephphatha,’ ch. vii. 
34, — ‘ Talitha cumi,’ ch. v. 41. Father 

is not given as the interpretation of 
Abba, but came to be attached to it in one 
phrase as a form of address : see the refer- 
ences. 89.] the same words, not 

verbatim, but in substance ; see in Matthew. 

41.] it is enough : viz. your watch- 
ing with Me. The Lord had no need of it 


any more, now that the hour had come : 
not, as some, it is enough of sleep : this, 
as Meyer observes, is refuted by the sleep 
on now. 

48—62.] Betrayal and apprehen- 
sion OF Jesus. Matt. xxvi. 47—56. Luke 
xxii. 47 — 53. 44. lead him away safely] 

It does not quite appear whether safely 
is to be subjectively taken, * with confi- 
dence;* or objectively, *in safety* Some 
suppose that it has an ironical meaning — 
q. d. * He will know how to rescue, himself 
—take care that you keep Him safe.’ This 
of course depends upon the view taken of 
the whole character and purpose of Judas, 
on which see notes at Matt. xxvi. 14 and 
xxvii. 3. 45.] Babbi appears to have 

been the usual form in which Judas ad- 
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“^kissed him. ^ And they laid their hands, on him, and 
took him^ ^7 And one of them that stood by drew “ a 
sword, and smote ® a servant of the high priest, and cut off 
his ear. ^ And Jesus answered and said unto them, P Are 
ye eome out, as against a thief, with swords and with 
staves to take me ? I was daily with you in the temple 
teaching, and ye took me not ; ^ hut the scriptures must he 
fulfilled, ® And they all forsook him, and fled. And 
there followed ® him a certain yoimg man, having a linen 
cloth cast about his naked body ; and ^ the young men laid 
hold on him : and he left the linen cloth, and fled from 
them naked. And they led Jesus away to the high 
priest : and ^with him were assembled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes. And Peter followed 
him afar off, ^ even into the palace of the high priest : 
and he ^ sat with the servants, and * warmed himself at 
the fire. And the chief priests and aU the council 
sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death ; and 
found none. For many bare false witness against him, 
y but their witness agreed not together. ^7 And there 
arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying. 

We heard him say, will destroy this temple that is ^ johYii!%. 

see note on Matt, xxvi. 49. ^ render, Jlis. 

® render, the {the same correction ought to have been made in Matt, xxvi. 6l). 
p Better, both here and in St. Matthew, Ye are COme Out ^c. without a note of 
interrogation, *1 render, a robber. 

^ render, but that the scriptures may be fulfilled. 

® render, with him. ^ read, they. 

^ render, there come together to him. render, even within into. 
^ render, WaS sitting. ^ render. Warming. y render, and. 

dressed our Lord ; see Matt. xxvi. 25. But The disciples were not laid hold of; — this 
we must not conclude from this with person perhaps was throwing some obstacle 
Bengel, that he never seems to have called in the way of the removal of Jesus : or he 
Him Lord : see Matt. vii. 21, 22. 61.] may have been laid hold of merely in wan- 

It is impossible to determine, and therefore tonness, from his unusual garb, 
idle to enquire, who this was. Epiphanius, 53 — 66. j Hearinu before Caiaphas. 

in recounting the traditional austerities of Matt. xxvi. 67 — 68. [Luke xxii. 54, 63 — 
James the brother of the Lord, says, that 66.] John xviii. 24. See throughout notes 
he never wore a second inner ^rment, but on Matthew. 68.] high priest — 

strictly used one wrapper of linen only, as Caiaphas, de facto, and in the view of our 
it says in the Gospel, The young man fled narrator : — so Matthew and Luke : but 
and left the linen cloth with which he was Jesus was first taken before Annas, who 
girt.*' Chrysostom and others supposed it was de jure the high priest : see John 
to have been St. John; and there have xviii. 12 — 23. 56.] their witnesi 

been other conjectures. It seems to have agreed not together — literally, their testi< 
been some attached disciple of the Lord monies were not equal, i. e. consistent 
(probably well known to the readers of with one another. It was necessary that 
Mark), who had gone to his nightly rest, two witnesses should agree. Beut. xvii. 6* 
and h^ been aroused by the intelligence. 67.] certain,— ; see Matthew* 
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made with hands, and within three days I wiU build 
another made without hands. But neither sc^ did their 
witness agree together. And the high priest stood up 
in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou 
nothing P what is it which these witness against thee ? 
qi8a.uu.7. 61 3^^ qj^g j^gj^ }^g peace, and answered nothing. Again 
the high priest asked him, and said unto him. Art thoii 
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? And Jesus said, I 
pMatt xxiv.jo. am : ^and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming * in the clouds of heaven. 
63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What 
need we any further witnesses ? 64 Ye have heard the 
blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned 
him to be guilty of death. 65 some began to spit on 
him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say 
unto him. Prophesy : and the servants did strike him with 
the palms of their hands. 

66 And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh 
one of the maids of the high priest : 67 and when she saw 
Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, 
And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. 68 }^q 

denied, saying, know not, neither understand I what 
thou gayest. And he went out into the porch ; and the 
cock crew. 69 b ^ maid saw him again\, and began 
to say to them that stood by, This is one of them. 70 ^xid 
he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by 

* render, with. ^ render, I neither know him, nor. 

^ render, the. 6 omit, 

58.] We and I ai’e emphatic. The is due to the wearing of two inner garments 
allusion is probably to Daniel ii. 34. by persons of note. 65.] began — when 

59.] Perhaps the inconsistency of these the sentence was pronounced. The some 
testimonies may bo traced in the different appear to be members of the Sanhedrim : 
reports here and in Matthew. so, — the servants follow. Prophesy] St. Mat- 

‘ in asserting this' — i. e. they varied in the thew and St. Luke explain this ; ‘ Prophesy, 
terms in which it was expressed. 60.] who smote thee V 

On the most probable punctuation and 66 — 72.] Our Lord is thrice denied 

construction, see note on Matthew, ver. 62. bt Peter. Matt. xxvi. 69 — 75. Luke 
61.] the Blessed : in Hebrew, the xxii. 56—62. John xviii. 17, 18, 25 — 27. 
ordinary Name for God. “ This is the only See the comparative table, and notes, on 
place in the N. T. where the well-known Matthew. 66.] beneath, because the 
Name constantly used by the Eabbis is house was built round the coart, and the 
thus absolutely given.” Meyer. 62.] rooms looked down into it. See note on 
The “ henceforth” of Matthew, and **from Matt. xxvi. 69. 68.] Peter^s reply is 

this time” of Luke are here omitted. an union of two separate answers, which 

63.] his clothes, literally, his tonics— not form the Ist and 2nd in Matthew, 
his friesily rohe, which was worn only in 69.] the maid — in Matthew “ another 
the temple, and when officiating : see on maid,” in Luke “ another,” but masculine. 
Matthew, ver. 66. The plural perhaps Meyer does not appear to be justified in 
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said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: ® for b A cts 11.7. 
thou GalilaBan[®, and thy speech agreeth thereto]. 

But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 
this man of whom ye speak. 72 And the second time the 
cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus 
said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny 
me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept. 

XY. 1 And ® straightway in the morning the chief 
priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes, 

^ and the whole council^ and bound Jesus, and carried him 
away, and delivered him to Pilate. ^ And Pilate asked 
him, Art thou the King of the Jews ? And he answering 
said unto him. Thou sayest it. ^ And the chief priests 
accused him of many things : but he answered nothing. 

^ And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou 
nothing ? behold how many things they witness against 
thee. ^ ^ But Jesus ? yet amxoered nothing ; so that Pilate JSln 
marvelled. ® Now at that feast he released unto them 
one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. 7 And there was 
one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had 
made insurrection with him, i who had committed murder 
in the insurrection. ® And the multitude ^ crying aloud 

^ render, art also. ® omit. ^ render, aS did th^ whole COUncil. 

% render, made him no further answer : viz. after that in ver. 2. 

^ render, at the feast-time. 

^ who is plural : letter render for perspicuity, striking out the comma, and 

had committed. 

^ many ancient authorities read, COming up, i. e, thronging up rouud 

him. 


assorting that this is necessarily the same 
maid as before : it might be only the maid 
in waiting in the porch : see note on Mat- 
thew. 70.] a little after is expressed 
in Luke by “ about the space of one hou/r 
after,” for . . . also] for, in addition to 
all that has been hithei’to said .... 

72.] when he thought thereon— no en- 
tirely satisfactory meaning has yet been 
given for the original word thus rendered. 
Referring to my Greek Testament for the 
discussion, I may sum it up by stating that 
the sense in the text, though not elsewhere 
found, seems to suit both the word and the 
context better than any other that has 
been suggested. 

Chap. XV. 1—5.] Jesus is led away 
TO Pilate, and examined by him. 
Matt, xxvii. 1, 2, 11—14. Luke xxiii. 1—5. 
John xviii. 28—38. Our account is very 


nearly related to that in Matthew : see notes 
there. 1.] the whole council is a touch 
of accuracy. From ch. xiv, 53 we know 
that all were assembled. Lightfoot quotes 
from Maimonides a precept which declares 
that of the Sanhedrim of 71 members it is 
not necessary for business that all be 
present : but when all were specially sum- 
moned, attendance was compulsory. 

6 — 16.] Baeabbas peefeeked to 
Him. He is deliveeed to be ceuci- 
PIED. Matt. xxii. 15 — 26. Luke xxiii. 
17 — 25. John xviii. 39, 40. Our account 
is nearly cognate to, but distinct from that 
of St. Matthew, where see notes. The 
principal points of distinction will be 
noticed. 7.] The circumstance that 

Barabbas was one of a set of murderers, 
shewn by the them that had made, and 
the plural who (see margin), is peculiar to 
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began to desire \}him to rfo] as be bad ever done unto 
them. ^ But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that 
I release unto you tbe King of tbe Jews ? For be knew 
tbat tbe chief priests bad delivered bim for envy. But 
c Acts iii. 14 . c chief priests moved tbe people, tbat he should rather 
release Barabbas unto them. And Pilate answered and 
said again unto them. What will ye then that I shall do 
unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews ? And 
they cried out again. Crucify him. Then Pilate said 
unto them. Why, what evil hath he done P And they 
cried out the more'] exceedingly. Crucify him. And 
so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged 
him, to be crucified, the soldiers led him away 

into the hall, ^ called Praetorium ; and they call together 
the whole band. ^7 And they clothed him with purple, 
and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, 
and began to salute him. Hail, King of the Jews ! 
19 And they smote o him on the head with a reed, and did 
spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him. 
^ And when they had mocked him, they took off the 
purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led 
him out to crucify him. -i And they compel one Simon a 
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the 
father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. And 


^ not expressed in the original, 
^ render, which is. 


our narrative, and shows that it is not 
compiled from Matthew and Luke. 

8.] This is also peculiar to Mark — in Mat- 
thew it is Pilate who first offers them the 
choice — in Luke they cry out, but it is 
" Away with this man ver. 18. 
coming, up probably implies the rising of 
the crowd in excitement— or perhaps their 
coming up towa/rds the palace, as **when 
they were gathered together*" in Matthew. 

9.] Here our account differs from 
Matthew, and agrees with John, ver. 39. 

lO.J Ho knew is the imperfect 
tense : He was aware. He perceived. His 
apprehension of it was concurrent with the 
action going on. 12.] whom ye call 

the iritig of the Jews is ” Jesus, which is 
called Christ** in Matthew. Neither of 
these expressions can well have been copied 
from the other. 18.] again only refers 
to cried out ;** see ver. 8, where this is 
implied in ** began to desire:** — they had 


^ omit. 

® render, his. 

not cried out this before. 

16 — 19.] Jesus mocked by the sol- 
DiEBS. Matt, xxvii. 27 — 30 (omitted in 
Luke). John xix. 1 — 3. See notes on 
Matthew. 16.] haU, the court or guard- 
room, but open, see note on Matt. xxvi. 69. 

17.] purple, in Greek, is vaguely used, 
to signify different shades of red, and is 
especially convertible with ** scarlet,** as 
St. Matthew. 

20—23.] He is led to crucifixion. 
Matt, xxvii. 31 — 34. Luke xxiii. 26 — 33. 
John xix. 16, 17. See notes on these. 

21. Alexander and Bufus] It is quite 
uncertain whether Alexander be identical 
with either of the persons of that name 
mentioned Acts xix. 33, 1 Tim. i. 20, 2 Tim. 
iv. 14, or whether those, or any two of 
them, represent one and the same person. 
Tliere is a Rufus saluted Rom. xvi. 13. 
The words coming out of the country 
determine nothing as to its being a working 
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they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being 
interpret^. The place of a skull. And they P gave him 
to drink wine mingled with myrrh : but he received it 
not. ^ And when they had crucified him, ‘^they parted 
his^ garments, casting lots upon them, what every man 
should take. And it was the third hour, and they 
crucified him. ^6 ^j^d the superscription of his accusation 
was written over, The King of the Jews. ^7 And with 
him they crucify two ^ thieves ; the one on his right hand, 
and the other on his left. And the scripture was 

fulfilled^ which saith, ^ And he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors,'] And ^they that passed by railed on him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, ^thou that de- joun li. 
stroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save 
thyself, and come down from the cross. Likewise also 
the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the 
scribes, He saved others ; himself he cannot save[®. ^2 
Christ the King of Israel] descend now from the cross, that 
we may see and believe. And they that were crucified 

P render, offered. ^ render, robberS. r 

8 render, himself hc cannot save, the Christ, the king of Israel. 
Let him descend now. . . . 


day or otherwise, any more than ^Hhey 
that passed hy** Matthew, ver. 39 : nothing- 
is said as to the distance from whence he 
came. 22.] the place Golgotha — or 
perhaps the place of Golgotha, as the word 
Golgotha would then answer to a skull in 
the interpretation ; St. Luke has ‘‘ the 
place which is called a skull,^^ 28.] 

wine mingled with myrrh is vinegar 
mingled with gall ” in Matthew, which see. 
Literally, they were giving, i. e. they 
offered. 

24—28.] He is crucified. Matt, xxvii. 
36 — 38. Luke xxiii. 33, 34, 38. John 
xix. 18—24. 26. the third hour] This 

date is in agreement with the subsequent 
account, ver. 33, and its parallel in Mat- 
thew and Luke, but, as now standing un- 
explained, inconsistent with John, xix. 14, 
where it is said to have been about the 
sixth hour at the time of the exhibition 
of our Lord by Filate. I own I see no 
satisfactory way of reconciling these ac- 
counts, unless there has been (see note on 
John) some very early erratum in our 
copies, or unless it can be shewn from 
other grounds than the difficulty before 
us, that John’s reckoning of time differs 
from that employed ip the other Evan- 


gelists. The difficulty is of a kind in no 
way affecting the authenticity of the 
narrative, nor the truthfulness of each 
Evangelist; but requires some solution 
to the furnishing of which we are not 
competent. It is preposterous to imagine 
that two such accounts as these of the pro- 
ceedings of so eventful a day should differ 
by three whole hours in their apportion- 
ment of its occurrences. So that it may 
fairly be presumed, that some different 
method of calculation has given rise to the 
present discrepancy. Meanwhile the chro- 
nology of our text, — as being carried on 
through the day, and as allowing time both 
for the trial, and the events of the cruci- 
fixion, — is that which will I believe be 
generally concurred in. All the other 
solutions (so called) of the difficulty are not 
worth relating. 

29 — 32.1 He is mocked on the 
CROSS. Matt, xxvii. 39 — 44. Luke xxiii. 
35-37,39 - 43. (John xix. 25— 27.) Qur 
narrative, derived from a common source 
with that of Matthew^ omits the scrip- 
tural allusion, “ He trusted in God,** 
Matthew, ver. 43. 32. And they thftt 

were crnolfied with him] See notes on 
Luke. 
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witTi liitn reviled him. And when the sixth hour was 
come, there was darkness over the whole ^ land , until the 
ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 
h pg. xxii. 1 . loud voice, saying, ^ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani ? which 
is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast tliou 
forsaken me ? And some of them that stood by, when 
they heard it, said. Behold, he calleth Elias, And one 
ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a 
iPB.ixix. 2 i. reed, and *gave him to drink, saying. Let alone; let us 
see whether Elias will come to take him down. And 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, and ^gave up the ghost. 
38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom. 39 Xni when the centurion, which 
stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and^ 
^ gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of 
k Ps. xxxviu. Qod. ^ There were also women looking on ^ afar off : 

among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the less and of Joses, and Salome ; who also, 
iLukeviii. 2 , when he was in Galifee, ^followed him, and ministered 
unto him ; and many other women which came up with 
him unto Jerusalem. 

And now when the even was come, because it was the 
^ render, earth. 

^ render, breathed his last : the words are not as in Matthew, 

V omitted hy several ancient authorities, probably rightly. 


83 — 37.] SUPERNATIJEAL DARKNESS. 
Last words, and death of Jesus. 
Matt, xxvii. 45 — 50. Luke xxiii. 44 — 46. 
John xix. 28 — 30. Our account is nearly 
verbally the same with Matthew. 

34.] El6i, the Syro-chaldaic form, answer- 
ing to “ JEli ** in Matthew. Meyer argues 
that the words in Matthew must have been 
those actually spoken by our Lord, owing 
to the taunt, that He called for Elias, 
The' last word is pronounced Sabachthani, 
not Sabachthani. 36.] On the differ- 
ence in Matthew, see notes there. 

88—41.] SlONS POLLOWINO HIS DEATH. 
Matt, xxvii. 51 — 56. Luke xxiii. 45, 47 — 
49. Omitted by John. See notes on Mat- 
thew. 89.] which stood over against 
him — a minute mark of accuracy, so com- 
mon in Mark. so— so majestically, 

as Theophyloct. There was something in 
the maimer of this last cry so unusual and 
superhuman, that the Centurion (see on 
Matthew) was convinced that He must 
have been that Person, whom He was 


accused as having declared Himself to be. 

40, 41.] the less — literally, the 
little — either in age, or in stature, so dis- 
tinguished, hardly, at the time of this 
Gospel being written, from James the son 
of Zebedee, but more probably from James 
the brother of the Lord, the bishop of 
Jerusalem : see Introduction to Epistle of 
James. This Mary is the wife of Alphseus 
or Clopas ; see John xix. 25. Salome 
is called in Matthew, **the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee /” our Evangelist men- 
tions that they had accompanied Him to 
Jerusalem; — and we may observe a curious 
variation of the wording, in * followed 
Him when He was in Qalileef and 'fol- 
lowed Jesus from Oalilee ** — the former 
rendering necessary the additional clause, 
“ which came up with Him.,** &c. 

42 — 47.] Joseph op Aeimathjea 

BEGS, AND BURIES, THE BODY OF JeSUS. 
Matt, xxvii. 57—61. Luke xxiii. 60 — 66, 
John xix. 38—42. For all notes on the 
substance of the common narrative, see 
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preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, ^ Joseph 
of Arim^thaea, an honourable counsellor, which also 
“waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus. ^ And 
Pilifte marvelled if he were already dead: and calling 
unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had 
been any while dead. ^hen he knew it of the 

centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. And he bought 
fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the 
linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of 
a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. 
^7 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother] of J oses 
beheld where he was laid. 

XVI. 1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Mag- 

^ not expressed in the original. 


Matthew. 42. the preparation, that 
is, the day before the sabbath] The Friday 
afternoon (the preparation — Parasceve, 
“ the name by which Friday is now gene- 
rally known in Asia and Greece.” Wordsw.) 
before sunset^ at which time the Sabbath 
would begin, and the taking down, &c. 
would he unlawful. The three Evangelists 
do not imply that this ‘‘ preparation ” had 
any thing especial in it, as St. John does, 
ver. 31. 43.] honourable — probably in 

its later sense of noble, i. e. in station. But 
Meyer supposes it rather to refer to some- 
thing noble in the character or appearance 
of Joseph. counsellor, a member of 
the Sanhedrim ; — see Luke, ver. 51. 
waited for the kingdom of God is common 
to Mark and Luke. went in boldly] 

Characteristic of St. Mark’s narrative. On 
the change of mind produced in Joseph 
and in Nicodemus by the crucifixion, see 
note, John xix. 39. 44.] There is no 

inconsistency, or but a very trifling one, 
with the order in John, ver. 31, to break 
their legs and take them down. The cir- 
cumstances related there had taken place^ 
but no report of them had been made to 
Pilate. And the Body of the Lord had 
not been taken down, for some reason 
which does not appear, but which we can 
easily guess; — if Joseph had declared to 
the soldiers his intention of begging the 
Body, nay, had immediately gone (perhaps 
with them) to Pilate for that purpose, — 
and went in boldly looks like a sudden 
and unannounced application, — they would 
have left the Body for him to take doum. 

marvelled if he were already dead 
— he wondered at the fact thus an- 
nounced to him of His death having 


already taken place. 45. gfave] The 

passage cited from Cicero to shew that it 
was customary to give money on such 
occasions, is not to the point ; the parents 
were obliged to purchase with money a 
speedy deathf is not said of the body 
after deaths but of a fee given to the 
offleer for shorteninof the torments of the 
executed. 46. bought] Therefore 

it was not the first day of unleavened 
breads which was one of sabbatical sanc^ 
tity ; as indeed the w^ole of this narrative 
shews, but such expressions as this more 
strikingly. in a sepulchrej It is 

not said, but implied ^ both here and in 
Luke and John, that the tomb was his 
own — for how should he place the Body 
there otherwise ? The newness of the 
tomb is not mentioned here, but by the 
other three Evangelists. 47.] Mary 

of Joses — understand mother; see ver. 40. 
That the same person is so called here, and 
Mary of James in the next verse, points to 
a difference of origin in the two accounts 
here, of the Crucifixion and Resurrection. 

The mother of the Lord had in 
all probability previously departed: see 
notes on Matt, xxvii. 56 and John xix. 27. 

St. Luke generalizes, and says, the 
women who came with Him from Oalilee. 

Some have understood by Mary of 
Joses or Jose or Joseph (for all are read 
here in the MSS.), the wife or daughter 
of Joseph of Arimathaea — some, the mother 
of the Lord : but both unnecessarily, and 
without proof. 

Chap. XVI. 1—8.] The women, 

COMING- TO THE SEPULCHEE, ABE AP- 
PRISED OP HIS BESUEEECTION. Matt. 

xxviii. 1 — 10. Luke xxiv. 1 — 12. John 
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dalene, and Mary the mother] of James, and Salome, 
ftuikexxiu. bought sweet spices, that they might come and 

anoint him. ^ And very early in the morning the first 
day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre y at the 
rising of the sun, ^ And they said among themselves, 
Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre ? ^ And when they * looked, they saw that the 
stone was rolled away : for it was very great. ^ And 
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, clothed in a long white garment ; and 
they were affrighted. ® And he saith unto them. Be not 
affrighted : Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cru- 
cified : he is risen ; he is not here : behold the place where 
they laid him. 7 But go your way, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye 

not expressed in the original, ^ render ^ bought, 

y render, when the SUn was risen. * literally, looked up. 


XX. 1 — 10. On the general difficulties of 
this portion of the Gospels, and my view 
respecting them, see notes on Matthew. 

1. when the sabbath was past] It 
was strictly when the Sabbath wets ended, 
i. e. at sunset, that they bought the spices. 
St. Luke xxiii. 55, places it on the evening 
before the Sabbathj a slight but valuable 
discrepancy, as shewing the independence 
of the accounts. To suppose two parties 
of women (Greswell) or to take bought 
as pluperfect (as the A. V.) is equ^ly 
arbitrary and unwarranted. anoint 

him] This had not been done as yet. Nico- 
demus (John xix. 40) had only wrapped 
the Body hurriedly in the spices with the 
linen clothes. 2. . when the ion was 
risen] This does not agree with Matthew, 
“ as it began to dawn toward the first day 
of the week ** — Luke, ** cut early (or deep) 
dawnf* or John, ^‘whenitwas yet dark:** 
— nor indeed with " very early in the morn- 
ing** of our narrative itself. If the sun 
was up, it would be between 6 and 7 
o’clock; which in the East especially, 
where even public business was transacted 
wry early, could not be so called. Even 
Greswell virtually acknowledges a difficulty 
here. 8 , 4 J It had been rolled away 
by an angel, Matthew. for it was 
very great is stated as a reason why they 
conld see that it was rolled away on look- 
ing up, possibly at some distance. This 
explanation is according to St. Mark’s 
manner of describing minute circumstan- 
tial incidents ; but to refer this clause 
back as the reason why they questioned 


who should remove the stone, is not only 
harsh, but inconsistent with the usage 
of this Gospel. 5.] In Matthew — an 
angel, sitting on the stone which he had 
rolled away. Here he is described as he 
appeared, and we are left to infer what he 
was. In Luke, — two angels appeared to 
them in the tomb. The incident to which 
these accounts point, must be distinct from 
that related John xx. 11, which was after 
Mary Magdalene returned from the city. 
It is not worth while to detail the attempts 
which have been made to reconcile these 
various reports of the incident : they pre- 
sent curious examples of the ingenuity, and 
(probably unconscious) disingenuousness, of 
the Harmonists. I may mention that 
Greswell supposes the angels in Matthew 
and Mark to be distinct, and accounts for 
were affrighted in our text thus: 'After 
seeing one angel without already, they 
were probably less prepared than before 
to see another so soon after within.* 

6.] From the come of St. Matthew, I should 
be inclined to think that his is the strictly 
accurate account. This word implies that 
the angel accompanied the women into 
the tomb ; and if so, an imperfect nar- 
rative like that in the text might easily 
describe his whole appearance as taking 
place within. 7.] But breaks off the 
discourse and turns to a new matter — 
But now rather do ye . . . and Peter] 
It is hardly perhaps likely that the 
denial of Peter was the ground of this 
message, though it is difficult not to con- 
nect the two in the mind. Tlie mention 
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see him, as he said unto you. ® And they went out !> m«m. mvi. 

^ 82 . ch. xiv. 

quickly, and fled from the sepulchre ; for ^ they trembled 
and were amazed : neither said they any thing to any man ; 
for they were afraid. when ^ Jesus was risen 

early the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. cLukeviu.2. 
dio \_And'] she went and told them that had been with 
him, as they mourned and wept. And they, when 
they heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, 
believed not. After that he ^appeared in another form 
^ unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the ^ 

^ render, for trembling and amazement had possession of them. 

b this passage, ver. 16 — end, is omitted in some of the oldest authorities, and in all 
prohability formed no part of St. Ma/r¥s original Gospel. On its authenticity, see 
note. ® render, he. d omit. 

® render, was manifested. 


of him here is probably merely official — as 
the 'first among equals/ We cannot say 
that others of the Apostles may not have 
denied their Master besides Peter. 

It must not be concluded from this that 
we have a trace of Peter^s hand in the 
narrative. 8 .] The idea of our nar- 
rative here is, that the women fled in 
terror from the sepulchre, and did not 
deliver the message at the time, — for they 
were afraid. All attempts to reconcile 
this with the other Gospels are futile. It 
is a manifest evidence that our narrative 
is here suddenly broken off, and (per- 
haps?) that no more information about 
the women was in the jxissession of its 
author. The subsequent verses are quite 
disconnected from this; and contain the 
substance of their writer^s information 
respecting the other appearances of the 
Lord. 

[9—20.] Appearances of Jesus after 
HIS Resurrection : his Ascension. 
An addition to the narrative of a compen- 
dious and supplementary character, hear- 
ing traces of another hand from that 
which has shaped the diction and con- 
struction of the rest of the Gospel. 

The reasons for and against this inference 
will be found in the various readings in my 
Greek Testament, and in the course of this 
note ; and a general statement of them at 
the end of it. I may here state, for the 
English reader, that the passage is omitted, 
— or marked as suspicious, as variously 
given, — or asserted not to occur in the cor- 
rect copies, — in many of our oldest authori- 
ties. It is quoted as early as frenseus, in 
the 2nd century : but Jerome in the 3rd 


says that nearly all the GreeJc MSS. in 
his time did not contain it. The legiti- 
mate inference is, that it was placed as 
a completion of the Gospel soon after the 
apostolic period, — the Gospel itself having 
been, for some reason unknown to us, left 
incomplete. 9.] the first day of the 
week is remarkable as occurring so soon 
after the mention of it, ver. 2 (see Luke 
xviii. 12). out of whom he had cast 

. . .] This notice, coming so late, after the 
mention of Maiy Magdalene in ver. I, 
is remarkable. The instances quoted by 
De Wette to shew that the unexpected 
introduction of notices contained in the 
other Gospels is in St. Markus manner, do 
not seem to me to apply here. This 

verse agrees with John xx. 1 ff., but is 
unconnected with the former narrative in 
this chapter. 10. went and . . . ] This 
idiom, never used hy St. Marie, is three times 
contained in this passage (w. 12, 15). 
them that had been with him, though 
found in the Acts (xx. 18), never occurs in 
the GospeU : nor does the word ** disci- 
ples ” in this passage. 11.] See John 
XX. 18 : Luke xxiv. 11. had been 

seen of (by) her is a construction only 
found here in N. T.; and the word here 
used for " seen ” (which occurs again ver. 
14) is not used by Mark. believed 
not (disbelieved) is only used in ver. 16 
and Luke xxiv. 11, 41, throughout the 
Gospels. 12.] After that is not found 
in Mark, though many opportimities oc- 
curred for using it. This verse epitomizes 
the events .on the journey to Emmaus, 
Luke xxiv. 13—36. was manifested 
... as they walked, though in general 
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f John XV. 16. 

f Col. i. 23. 
John iii. 18, 
36. Actsli. 
88: xvi.80- 
82. Rom. X. 
9. iPetlii, 
21 . 

i John xii. 48. 


country, ^ And they went and told it unto the residue : 
neither believed they them. ® Afterward he appeared 
unto 9 the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them 
with'\ their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. 

^ And he said unto them. Go ye into all the world, ® and 
preach the gospel to ^ every creature, ^ He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved ; * but he that believeth not 


^ render, they also. ^ render, the eleven themselves. 

SS omit : not in the original, 

^ render, to the whole creation. The expression is the same cls in 


accord with St. Luke’s narrative, is not 
accurate in detail. It was not as they 
walked, but as they sat at meat that 
he was manifested to them. in an- 
other form — a slight difference from Luke 
xxiv. 15, 16, which relates the reason why 
they did not know Him to be, that their 
eyes were holden, his being in his usual 
form being declared by Jesus himself : but 
see notes there. 13.] they also — as 
Mary Magdalene had done before, 
the residue — supply, of those that had been 
with Him. neither believed they 

them — not consistent with Luke xxiv. 33, 
34. Here again the Harmonists have used 
every kind of distortion of the plain 
meaning of words to reconcile the two 
accounts ; assuming that some believed 
and some doubted, that they first doubted 
and then believed; or, according to Ben- 
gel, first believed and then doubted. 

14.] The following narrative, evidently 
intended by its author to represent what 
took place at one and the same timsy joins 
together in one, at least four appearances 
of the Lord : (1) that related in this verse 
and Luke xxiv. 36 — 49 ; (2) that on the 
mountain in Galilee (Matt, xxviii. 16 — 20), 
when the words in ver. 15 were spoken; 
(3) some unrecorded appearance when the 
rest of these words (vv. 16 — 18) were 
spoken, — unless we consider the whole to 
have been said on the mountain in Gali- 
lee; and (4) the appearance which ter- 
minated with the Ascension. The 

latter part of this ver. 14 appears to be 
an epitome of what our Lord said to them 
on several occasions — see Luke xxiv. 25, 
38; John xx. 27; Matt, xxviii. 17. 

16. all the world] all the nations,** 
Matt, xxviii. 19 ; see note there, 
preach the Gospel, without the addition 
of ** of the kingdom ** (Matthew) or "" of 
Ood ** (Mark i. 14 only, Luke), is in St, 
Mark* 8 manner (see ch. xiii. 10 ; xiv. 9). 
It only once occurs in Matthew, viz, 


xxvi. 13. the whole creation] Not 

to men only, although men only can hear 
the preaching of the Gospel ; all creation 
is redeemed hy Christ — see Col. i. 15, 23 ; 
Rom. viii. 19 — 23. Men, primarily, ver. 
16 : the rest of the creatures secondarily. 
As wide as the curse extends, reaches the 
blessing. The creation by the Son, is the 
foundation of redemption and of the king- 
dom,” Bengel. This word, crea- 

tion, or creature, appears never in the 
N. T. to be used of mankind alone. Ben- 
gel’s *Hhe rest of the creatures in the 
second place** may be illustrated in the 
blessings which Christianity confers on the 
inferior creatures and the face of the earth 
by bringing civilization in its wake. 

By these words the missionary office is 
hound upon the Church through all ages, 
till every part of the earth shall have 
heen evangelized. 16.] These past 

participles must be noticed, as carrying 
on the thought to a time beyond the work 
of the preacher : when saved and damned 
shall take place ; and reserving the division 
of mankind into these two classes, till that 
day. On baptized, see note on Matt, 
xxviii. 19. There is no “ and is not 
baptized ” in the second clause here. Un- 
belief — by which is meant the rejection of 
the Gospel in heart and life, not weakness 
or doubt as in ver. 14r— shall condemn a 
man, whether baptized or vmhaptized. 
And, conversely, it follows that our Lord 
does not set forth here the absolute, 
but only the general necessity of Baptism 
to salvation; as the Church of England 
also teaches. But that general necessity 
extends to all to whom Baptism is acces' 
sible ; and it was well said “ not the pri- 
vation, but the contempt of Baptism, con- 
demns.** These words cannot be 

taken, as those in Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, 
as setting forth the order in which faith 
and baptism must always come ; belief and 
dkbeli^ arc ip this verse the great leading 
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shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them j Luke x. 17. 
that believe ; ^ In my name shall they cast out devils ; 

*^they shall speak with new tongues; ^hey shall take 
up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; “they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover. So then " after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was ° received up into heaven, and Psat on James 
the right hand of God. And they went forth, and 0 Lukexxiv.M. 


subjects, and believeth must on that account 
stand first. On he that believeth 

. . . shall be saved, compare Acts xvi. 31. 
This is a solemn declaration of the doc- 
trine of 'salvation by faith,' from the 
Lord Himself ; but such a faith as is 
expanded, Matt, xxviii. 20, into teaching 
them to observe all that I have com- 
manded you ; which is its proper fruits. 

shall be damned, i. e. in the most 
solemn sense : for the sin of unbelief : — for 
those are now spoken of who hear the 
Gospel preached, and reject it. 17.] 
This promise is generally made, without 
limitation to the first ages of the Church. 
Should occasion arise for its fulfilment^ 
there can be no doubt that it will be 
made good in our own or any other time. 
But w'e must remember that signs are 
not needed where Christianity is pro- 
fessed : nor by missionaries who are backed 
by the influence of powerful Christian na- 
tions. There are credible testimonies 
of miraculous powers having been exer- 
cised in the Church considerably after the 
Apostles' time. shall cast out devils] 
The Lord Himself has declared how weighty 
a sign this was. Matt. xii. 28. For frilfil- 
ments of the promise, see Acts v. 16; 
viii. 7 ; xvi. 18. shall speak with new 
tongues] See 1 Cor. xiv. 22 ; Acts ii. 4 al. 
On the gift of tongues, see notes at those 
places. 18 .] shall take up serpents — 
see Acts xxviii. 3 — 6. if they drink 

&c.] We have no instance of this given 
in the Acts : but later, there are several 
stories which, if to be relied on, furnish 
exarapies of its fulfilment. Eusebius says 
that "a wonderful thing was related of 
Justus, who was sumamed Barsabas, — ^that 
he drank deadly poison and felt no evil, 
through the grace of the Lord." on 

the sick] " to lay hands on " is in Mar¥s 
manner I see ch. viii. 25; x. 16. There is 
no mention of the anointing with oil here, 
as in James v. 14. 19 .] The connecting 

particle, rendered so then, — the Lord, — 
and the Lord Jesus, which some MSS. read 
here, are alike foreign to the diction of 
Mark^ in speaking of the Lord : we have 
VOL. I. 


p Ps. cz. 1. Acts vii. 65. 

the Lord in the message (common to all 
three Gospels) ch. xi. 3 — but that mani- 
festly is no example. after the Lord 
had spoken can only in fairness mean, 
^ when He had spoken these words* All 
endeavours of the Harmonists to include 
in them " not only these words ^ hut all 
that He spake** (Euthymius) will have no 
weight with an honest reader, who looks 
to the evident sense of his author alone, 
and disregards other considerations. That 
other words were spoken, we know; but 
that this author intended us to infer that, 
surely is not deducible from the text, and 
is too often allowed in such cases to creep 
fallaciously in as an inference. We never 
shall read or comment on Scripture with 
full profit, till all such subterfuges are 
abandoned, and the Gospel evidence treated 
in the clear light of intelligent and honest 
faith. We have an exaipple of this last in 
Theophylact's exposition, when He had 
thus spoken** was received up] I 

should hardly say that the author of this 
fragment necessarily implies an ascension 
from the place where they were then 
assembled. The whole of these two verses 
is of a compendious character, and as sat 
on the right hand of God must be under- 
stood as setting forth a fact not compre- 
hended in the cycle of the writer's ob- 
servation, but certain in the belief of all 
Christians, so this may very well speak of 
the fact as happening, not necessarily then 
and there, but (see remarks above) after 
these words were spoken ; provided always 
that these words are recognized as the last 
in the view and information of our Evan- 
gelist. I say this not with any harmonistic 
view, but because the words themselves 
seem to require it. (See on the Ascension, 
notes on Luke xxiv. 51 ff.) 20.] went 
forth — not, from the chamber where they 
were assembled — which would not answer 
to preached every where, but would re- 
quire some immediate action of that very 
day to correspond to it (see Matt. xii. 14) ; 
— but used in the more solemn sense of 
Rom. X. 18 (cited from Ps. xviii. 4 LXX), 

“ their sound is gone forth into all lands 
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preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 
«.«,«. Heb. confirming the word with ^ signs following. \fAmen.T\ 


i reader, the signs that 

see reff. every where] No inference 
can be drawn from this word as to the 
date of the fragment. In Acts ix. 32 Peter 
is said to have ** passed throughout all 
(quarters) , . . — the expression being 
only a general one^ indicating their per- 
formance, in their time and degree, of our 
Lord’s words, into all the world, 
the Lord, i. e. Jesus : see Matt, xxviii. 20 : 
Heb. ii. 3, 4, which last passage some have 
absurdly supposed to have been seen and 
used by our Evangelist. The two words 
rendered following (here and in ver. 17) are 
compound verbs, and both foreign to the 
diction of St. Mark, often as he uses the 
simple verb. 

A few concluding remarks may be added 
respecting w. 9 — 20. (1) For the ex- 


foUowed. ^ omit. 

temal evidence, see as above. As to its 
genuineness as a work of the Evangelist 
Mark, (2) internal evidence is, I think, 
very weighty against St. Mark's being the 
author. No less than twenty-one words and 
expressions occur in it (and some of them 
several times), which are never elsewhere 
used by St. Mark, — whose adherence to 
his own peculiar phrases is remarkable. 
(3) The inference therefore seems to me to 
be, that it is an authentic fragment, 
placed as a completion of the Oospel in 
very early times : by whom written, must 
of course remain wholly uncertain ; but 
coming to us with very weighty sanction, 
and having strong claims on our reception 
and reverence.] 



THE GOSPEL 


ACCOEDING TO 

LUKE. 


I. 1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth 


in order a ^ declaration of those 
render^ narration 

Chap. 1. 1 — 4.] Preface, addresseh to 
Theophilus. The style of this preface is 
purer Greek than the contents of theGos]:)el, 
and also more laboured and formal. — This 
may be accounted for, partly because it is 
the composition of the Evangelist himself, 
and not translated from Hebrew sources 
like much of the rest, and partly because 
prefaces, especially when also dedicatory, 
are usually in a rounded and artificial 
style. 1. many] Much depends on the 
meaning of this word, as guiding, or modi- 
fying, our opinion on the relation and 
sources of our Gospel histories. (1) That 
the writers of our present Gospels ex- 
clusively cannot be meant, is evident ; 
since, even supposing St. Luke to have 
seen all three Gospels, one (that of St. 
John) was wholly, and another (that of 
St. Matthew) was in greater part, the 
production of an eye-witness and minister 
of the wordy — which would leave only one 
for the many. (2) Apocryphal Gospels ex- 
clusively cannot be meant : for they would 
not be ‘ narrations concerning matters fully 
believed among us, nor ‘ delivered by eye- 
witnesses and ministers of the word, a 
great part of their contents being excluded 
by this very author from his own narra- 
tion. (3) A combination of these two 
may be intended — e. g. of the later sort, 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews , — 
of the former, that according to St. Mark, 
but then also how shall we make out the 
many? Our present apocryphal Gospels 
arose far later than any likely date which 
can be assigned to St. Luke's Gospel : see 


things which are most 
concerning. 

Introduction to Luke. (4) I believe the 
only probable interpretation of the words 
to be, that many persons, in charge of 
Churches, or otherwise induced, drew up, 
here and there, statements (narratives) of 
the testimony of eye-untnesses and minis- 
ters of the word (see below), so far as they 
themselves had been aMe to collect them. 
(I do not believe that either the Gospel 
of St. Matthew or that of St. Mark is to 
be reckoned among these ; or if they are, 
that St. Luke had seen or used them.) 
That such narratives should not have come 
down to us, is no matter of surprise : for 
(1) they would be absorbed by the more 
complete and sanctioned accounts of our 
present Evangelists ; and (2) Church tra- 
dition has preserved very few fragments of 
authentic information of the apostolic age. 
It is probable that in almost every Church 
where an eye-witness preached, his testi- 
mony would be taken down, and framed 
into some narrative, more or less complete, 
of the life and sayings of the Lord, 
have taken in hand] This does not ne- 
cessarily imply the insufficiency of such 
narrations, as some have imagined. The 
fact of that failure is indeed implied in 
St. Luke’s description of his own work — 
but that, more because it possessed com- 
pleteness (whereas they were fragmentary) 
than from anj’^ difterence in kind, 
to set forth .in order] more properly, to 
draw up, — to arrange. a declara- 
tion] a setting forth : and so if in relation 
to things past, a narration — history, 
surely believed] According to some, this 
2 
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surely believed among us, ® “even as they delivered them 
ij^hni^fi unto us, which •’from the beginning were eyewitnesses, 
John XV. 27. and ministers of the word ; ^ it seemed good to me also, 
having ^ had perfect understanding of all things from the 
cActsi.1. very first, to write unto thee in order, ®most excellent 
d John XX 81. Theophilus, ^ ^ that thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things, wherein thou ® hast been instructed. 
eMBtt.ii.1. 6 There was ®in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, 


^ render^ traced down. 

® render, wast. 

word meKXis, fulfilled. But the A. V. has 
the more likely rendering. Meyer would 
render it, ‘which have found their com- 
pletion among us* i. e. ‘ us of the apostolic 
times;' meaning * Theophilus and him- 
self* &c. among ns, i. e. us Chris- 
tians, you and me, and all members of the 
Church of Christ — so also the unto us 
in ver. 2. 2.] The Apostles, &c., deli- 

vered these matters orally to the Churches 
in their teaching (see below on ver. 4), and 
others drew up accounts from that cate- 
chetical instruction. It appears from this, 
that St, Luke was not aware of any 
narration drawn up hy an eye-witness or 
minister of the word. Their account of 
these matters was a tradition, from which 
the narrations were drawn up. Re can- 
not therefore havnn seen (or, having seen, 
not recognized as such, which is highly 
improbable) the Gospel of St. Matthew. 
Compare 1 John i. 1 — 3. from the 

begfinning] Not, *from the very begin- 
ning,* i. e. the birth of the Lord, &c., but 
from the official beginning : see Acts i. 
21 f. It differs from from the very first 
below. eyewitnesses most probably 

stands alone : but it may well be taken 
with of the word (see below). minis- 
ters, i. e. ministering servants — but in 
connexion with from the beginning, 
of the word — not, ‘ the personal word * 
(i. e. Christ : so Orig., Athanasius, Cyril, 
Euthym.), which would be altogether alien 
from St. Luke's usage (see on Heb. iv. 12) : 
but, the word, — ‘the word preached:* — 
we have the expression “ the ministry (but 
there diaconia) of the word** in Acts 
vi. 4. 8. it seemed good to me also] 

St. Luke by this classes himself with these 
many, and shews that he intended no dis- 
paragement nor blame to them, and was 
going to construct his own history from 
similar sources. The words which follow 
imply however a conscious superiority of 
his own qualification for the work. There 
is here no expressed clcdm to inspiration, 
but at the same time no disclaimer of it. 


render, sayings. 

having traced down] by research, 
and so become accurately acquainted with. 

from the very first — i. e. as in 
ver. 5 ; — as distinguished from those who 
only wrote of the official life of the Lord, 
or only fragments perhaps of that, 
in order] i. e. consecutively. By this 
word w'c must not understand St. Luke to 
lay claim to any especial chronological 
accuracy in writing ; — which indeed is not 
found in his Gospel. He traced the events 
in order as they happened : but he may 
have arranged them as other considera- 
tions led him. most excellent Theo- 

philus] It is wholly unknown who this 
j)erson was. The name was a very com- 
mon one. The conjectures about him are 
endless, and entirely without value. It 
appears by the title given him, that ho 
was a person of dignity, and of course, 
from ver. 4, he was a convert to Chris- 
tianity. The idea of the name being 

not a proper, but a feigned one, desig- 
nating ‘those who loved God' (found as 
early as Epiphanius, and adopted again 
recently), is far-fetched and improbable. 

4. instructed] Theophilus had then 
been orally instructed in the narratives 
which form the subject of this Gospel : 
and St. Luke's intention in writing it is, 
that he might have a more accurate know- 
ledge of these histories. The word means 
literally, catechized, U^atechetically taught* 

those sayings] not, as in A. V., to 
be rendered ‘ things : ' neither the Greek 
nor the corresponding Hebrew word ever 
has this meaning, as is commonly but 
erroneously supposed. In all the com- 
monly-cited examples of this, Hhings ex- 
pressed in words * are meant : here, the 
histories,~aooounts. 

6—25.] Announcement by Gabriel 

OF THE BIRTH OF. JoHN. Peculiar to 
Luke. The style in the original now 
totally alters and becomes Hebraistic, sig- 
nifying that the following is translated or 
compiled from an Aramaic oral narration, 
or perhaps (from the veiy distinct charac- 
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a certain priest named Zacharias, ' of the course of Abia : ' i 

and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name 

was Elisabeth. ® And they were both ^ righteous before 

God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 

of the Lord blameless. 7 And they had no child, because Acts ixiii. 1 1 

^ xxiv. 16 . 

that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were noio] ® well ^ ®* 
stricken in years. ® And it came to pass, that while he 
executed the priest^s office before God ^ in the order of his i chron. 

^ ^ ^ XXIV. 19 . 

course, ^ according to the custom of the priest’s office, his 
lot was ^ to burn incense when he went into the temple of ^ ^ 

the Lord. ^^^And the whole multitude of the people 
were praying without at the time of incense. And xx^iJ’^ii; 
there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on 
the right side of Hhe altar of incense. And when i 
Zacharias saw him, ^ he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Za- 
charias : for thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elisabeth ^7- 
shall bear thee a son, and "thou shalt call his name John, nver.co.bs. 

^ omit : not in the original. 

® literally, far advanced in their days. 


ter of these two first chapters) document. 

6. of the course of Abia (Abijah)] 
This was the eighth of the four-a^-ticenty 
courses of the priests (see ref. 1 Chron.). 
These courses kept their names and order, 
though not their descent, after the cap- 
tivity. The courses were of a week^s 
duration each. Elisabeth] This is 

the Septuagint rendering, Exod. vi. 23, of 
Elisheba, the wife of Aaron : signifying, 
God (is my) oath : i. e. a swearer by, — 
worshipper of, God. John was thus of 
priestly descent by both parents. 9.] 
This was the most honourable office which 
was allotted among the priests each day, 
and the same person could not serve it 
more than once. the temple] the 

holy place : see Heb. ix. 1 — 6, and Exod. 
XXX. 7. An account of John Hyrcanus 
the high priest having a vision at the time 
of offering incense is given in Josephus: 
see the extract in my Greek Testament. 
There also we are told that the people were 
outside (in the courts of the men and 
women) : — their prayers were offered while 
the incense was burnt, as the smoke was 
symbolical of the ascent of prayer, Rev. 
viii. 3, 4. It appears, from the allot- 
ment having been just mentioned, to have 
been the morning incense-burning. Theo- 
phylact and others understand the whole 
as describing the entry into the Holy of 


holies on the great day of Atonement, 
Levit. xvi. But this is manifestly an 
error : for it would necessitate Zacharias 
having been high priest, which he never 
was; and in this case there would have 
been no casting of lots. 11.] The 

altar of incense, Exod. xxx. 1, must not 
be confounded with the large altar of 
humt-offering : that stood outside the holy 
place, in the court of the priests. It was 
during the sacrifice on the great altar that 
the daily burning of the incense took place; 
one of the two priests, whose lot it was 
to offer incense, brought fire from off the 
altar of burnt -oftering to the altar of 
incense, and then left the other priest 
there alone, — who, on a signal from the 
priest presiding at the sacrifice, kindled 
the incense ; see Exod. xl. 5, 26. 

This is no vision, but an actual angelic 
appearance. The right is the favourable 
side : see Matt. xxv. 33. “ We must un- 
derstand the right as r^arded the officia- 
ting priest, who stood with his face to the 
altar. It would thus be on the N. side 
of the holy place, where the table of shew- 
bread stood, whereas on the S. side was 
the golden candlestick, Bleek. 18.] 

Ho had then prayed for a son — but as 
appears below, long siuce — for he now had 
ceased to look for an answer to his prayer. 
Many Commentators have thought his 
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over. 88. 14 ithou skalt ham joy and gladness ; and ®many shall 

rejoice at his birth, For he shall be great ii^ the sight 
of Lord, and p shall drink neither wine nor strong 
qjJnts.®*’ drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, ^ even 
rMai.iv.6.6. from his mother’s womb, ’‘And many of the children 
* M2tW. i 4 . of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. ^7 ® And ho 
shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord, Zacharias said unto 

tGeia.xTii.i7. the angel, ‘Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old 

^ stricken in years. And the 
10. Heb.i. angel answering said unto him, I am “ Gabriel, that stand 


letter, hc shall be to 

prayer was for the salvation of Israel by 
the appearance of the Messiah : but the 
former view appears more probable. 

John — i. c. Ood is favourable : we have 
it under the form of Johanan, 2 Kin^s 
XXV. 23 ; 1 Chron, iii. 24 j 2 Chron. xxviii. 
12. 14.] The words of the original 

here may be rendered two ways — either 
there shaU be to thee, i. e. thou shalt 
have, as A. Y. : or, he shall be to thee, 
... joy and gladness. 15. in the 
sight of the Lord]^ signifying the spiritual 
nature of his office and influence. The 
priests were similarly prohibited to drink 
strong drink ; and the Nazarites even 
more rigidly. strong drink] the word 
is sikera — ‘any strong liquor not made 
from grapes.’ Wiclif renders, ^he 

schal not d/rynke wyne ne sidird ho 
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost is a 
contrast to, and a reason for, the not 
drinking wine nor strong drink : compare 
Eph. V. 18. Olshausen and Meyer 

think that (comparing ver. 44) the mean- 
ing is, the Holy Spirit should in some 
wonderful manner act on the child even 
"before his birth. But this is not necessary, 
— nay, would it not rather be in this case 
in his mother’s womb , . . . ? ” The 
from seems to fix the prior limit of the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit, at his birth, 
16.] The work of John was 
one of preparation and turning men’s 
hearts towards God. For full notes on 
his office, see on Matt. xi. It may 
suffice here to repeat, that it w^as a con- 
centration of the spirit of the law, wffiose 
office it was to convince of sin : and 
that be eminently represented the law and 
the prophets in their work of preparing the 
way for Christ. 17.] before him — 


tbee. & see on ver. 7. 

i. e. the Lord their God,** manifest in the 
flesh. De Wettc denies this interpreta- 
tion, as contrary to all analogy : and yet 
himself explains the expression by saying 
that what the Messiah does, is in Scrip- 
ture ascribed to God as its doer (similarly 
Meyer). But why 1 because Messiah is 
Goi) WITH ITS. This expression is besides 
used (see Zech. xiv. 5) in places where the 
undoubted and sole reference is to tho 
Messiah. in the spirit and power] 
As a type, a partial fulfilment, of the per- 
sonal coming of Elias in the latter days 
(see note on Matt. xi. 13, 14). Bleek 
remarks that it was not in the wonder- 
working agency of Elias that John was 
like him, for “ John did no miracle,” — but 
in the power of his uttered persuasion. 

to turn , . . .] The first member only 
of the sentence corresponds with Malachi. 
The angel gives tho exposition of the 
second member, — which stands in tho 
LXX, “ and the heart of a man towards 
his neighbour** (in A. V. and the heart 
of the children to their fathers ”) : — for 
of course that must be understood in the 
better sense, of the good prevailing, and 
the bad becoming like them. 18.] 
The birth of John, involving human gene- 
ration, but prophetically announced, and 
supernatural, answers to the birth of 
Isaac in the 0. T. But Abraham’s faith 
was a strong contrast to the unbelief of 
Zacharias : see Bom. iv. 19. an old 
man] The Levites (see Num, iv. 3 ; viii. 
24, 25) became superannuated at the age 
ffly • it appears, by extracts from 
the Kabbinical writings given by Light- 
foot, that this was not the case with the 
priests. 19. Gabriel] meaning, Jtfim q/* 
God : see Dan. viii. 16 ; ix. 21, ^so Tobit 
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in the presence of God ; and ^ am sent to speak unto thee, 
and to sh^w thee these glad tidings, And, behold, 

^ thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day ▼ 
that these things shall be performed, because thou He- 
lieveb^ not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their 
season. And the people ^ waited for Zacharias, and 
marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple. And 
when he came out, he could not speak unto them : and 
they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple : 

1 for he ^ beckoned unto them, and remained speechless. 

23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as ^ the days of his ^ 
ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own 
house. 24? And after ^ those days his wife Elisabeth con- 
ceived, and hid herseK five months, saying, 25 Thus hath 
the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on 

X Gen. XXI. 23. 

me, to *take away my reproach among men. 2C And in 

^ render, waS. i render, belie Vedst. 

^ render. Were Waiting. 1 render, and. 

^ render, WaS beckoning. ^ render, these. 

xii. 16. The names of the angels, say presentative of the people, 22.] They 

the Rabbis, came up with Israel from knew, by some excitement, visible in his 
Babylon. We first read of both Michael manner. It was not his office to pronounce 
and Gabriel in the book of Daniel. But the benediction, but that of the other in- 
we are not therefore to suppose that they censing priest ; so that his * not being able 
were borrowed from any heathen system, to speak,^ must mean, in answer to the 
as Strauss and the rationalists have done ; enquiries which his unusual appearance 
the fact being, that the persons and order prompted. This answer he gave by a 
of the angels were known long before, and sign : and the question was also by signs ; 
their names formed matter of subsequent for (see ver. 62) he was deaf, as well as 
revelation to Daniel. See Josh. v. 13 — 16. dum^ which indeed is the strict meaning 
that stand in the presence of God] of the word used in the original. 23. 
one of the chief angels near the throne of as soon as . . . .] The week during which 
God. They are called seven in Tobit, as his course was on duty. Mr. Greswell, by 
above. 20.] We must not consider much elaborate calculation, has made it 

this dumbness solely as a punishment ; it probable, but only as one out of several 
was also a sign, as Zacharias had required, alternatives, that this week was Tisri 
It is impossible for us to say what the 18 — 25, i. e. September 20 — October 6, of 
degree of unbelief in Zacharias was, and the sixth year before the Christian era. 
therefore we can be no judges as to his A deaf and dumb person, we thus 

being deserving of the punishment (against see, was not precluded from some of the 
Strpuss and the rationalists). and priestly ministrations. 24, 26.] hid 

not able to speak] This is not a repe- herself— either, to avoid defilement: see 
tition, but an explanation of the ground Judges xiii. 13, 14, — to hide her pregnancy 
and reason of his silence. until tiie day from her neighbours till it was certain and 
that these things shall be performed] apparent,— or, from the precaution which 
* What day ? that of the birth and the the first months of pregnancy require, 
giving of the name,' Euthymius. 21.] Kuinoel suggests, that the reason may 
It was customary for the priest at the have been, that she might devote herself 
time of prayer not to remain long in the more uninterruptedly to exercises of de- 
holy place, for fear the people who were votion and thankfulness, and that this is 
without might imagine that any vengeance expressed by the v^ords following. my 
had been inflicted on him for some in- reproach] of barrenness : see refiT. 
formality as he was considered the re- 26—88.] Announcement by the same 
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the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto 
^ Galilee, named Nazareth, ^7 to a virgin* ^ espoused 

to a man whose name was o J oseph, of the house of David ; 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came 
in unto her, and said, * Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 
ajudg.i?i.i 2 . a the Lord is with thee[P : blessed art thou among women]. 
bver. 12 . 29 \_^when slic saw Am,] ^she was troubled at his 
saying, and ^ cast in her mind what manner of salutation 
this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, 
c Mat?!- it Mary : for thou hast found favour with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
dch.il. 31. a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. ^2 jjg shall be 
eMarkv. 7 . g^cat, ® aud shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 
f 2 Sam.vii.ii. ^ thc Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
JJ‘7: x?i.^6.’ David : g and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
Kev. ever ; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then 

g Dan. U. 44 : ^ 

obadSf* Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I 

?ohfxlLM. know not a man ? ^5 the angel answered and said 
hMatt. i.k unto her, ^ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 


® see mr, 42, P emitted hy several of the ancient authorities. ^ omit, 

^ the word is rendered, mused, ch. v. 15 ; thought, ch, xil 17 ; consider, 
John xi. 50. 


Angel of the Bieth of Christ. 

26.] in the sixth month — referring to the 
*‘Jive months^'* in ver. 24. Nazareth] 
In this particular the information of our 
Evangelist appears to be fuller than that of 
St. Matthew, who seems not to be aware of 
any residence at Nazareth previous to the 
birth of our Lord ; but see note on Matt, 
ii. 22. 27.] of the house of David 

refers to Joseph in this place, who (see 
Matt, i.) was of the direct lineage of David. 
That Mary was so, is nowhere expressed 
in the Gospels, but seems to be implied in 
ver. 32, and has been the general belief 
of Christians. The Son of David was to 
be the fruit of his body (Ps. cxxxii. 11) ; 
which He would not be, unless His virgin 
mother was of the house of David. See 
notes on the genealogy in ch. iii. Still, 
we must remember the absolute oneness 
in the marriage relation, which might 
occasion that Mary herself should be 
reckoned as being in very deed that which 
her husband was. Perhaps this has been 
hardly enough taken into account. 

28 .] highly favoured, not **fuU of grace f 
as the Vulp,te : — the above is the meaning 
of the original word in the only other 
place where it occurs in the N. T., viz. 


Epli. i. 6 (“ made us accepted^* A. V.). It 
corresponds to thou hast found favour 
with Oodf ver. 30. 32. his father 

David] This announcement makes it almost 
certain (still see note above) that Mary 
also was of the bouse of David. No asto- 
nishment is expressed by her at this part 
of the statement, and yet, from the nature 
of her question, it is clear that she did not 
explain it by supposing Joseph to be the 
destined father of her child. See 2 Sam. 
vii. 13 : Ps. Ixxxix. 3, 4 : Isa. ix. 7 : Jer. 
xxxiii. 15. 34, 86.] This question 

differs from that raised hy Zacbarias above. 
It is merely an enquiry after the manner 
in which so wonderfiil a thing should take 
place ; not, how shall 1 know this 1 — it 
takes for granted that it shall he, and only 
asks, Howl The Holy Ghost— the 
creative Spirit of God, of whom it is said, 
Gen. i. 2, that He “ moved upon the face 
of the waters.** But as the world was not 
created by the Holy Ghost, but by the 
Son, so also the Lord was not begotten by 
the Holy Ghost, but hy the Father ; and 
that, before the worlds, *^No more is 
here to be attributed to the Spirit, than 
what is necesswy to cause the Virgin to 
perform the actions of a mother 
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power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore also 
that holy 4hing which shall be bom of thee shall be called 
'the Son of God. And, behold, thy '‘cousin Elisabeth, iMatt.iiv.s5: 
she hath also conceived a son m her old age : and this is Klm: 
the Sixth month with her, who ^was called barren. ^7 For 
*^with God ^nothing shall be impossible. ^8 Mary kGen.xviiU 4 . 
said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me o! 

according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. Jh’^x‘liii.^ 27 . 

And Mary arose in ^ those days, and went into the hill 
country with haste, ^ into a city of J uda ; ^ and entered 1 Josh. xxi. 9. 
into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth, And 


® render, kinswoman. 

^ render, no WOld. 

As Christ was made of the substance of 
the Virgin, so He loas not made of the 
substance of the Holy Qhost, Whose es- 
sence cannot at all he made. And because 
the Holy Ghost did not beget Him by any 
communication of His essence, therefore He 
is not the Father of Him, though He were 
conceived by Him.'^ (Pearson on the 
Creed, p. 165, 166.) shall overshadow 
thee] The figure is perhaps from a bird 
(as Grotius : see Ps. xci. 4), or from a 
cloud t see Mark ix. 7. holy thing] 

Some render, that ichich shall be born (of 
thee) shall be called holy, the Son of God. 
But it is more simple to take it as A. V., 
that holy thing, «fec. 36. thy kins- 
woman] What relation, nowhere appears 
in Scripture ; and traditions are not worth 
recounting. But we must take the word 
in the narrower sense, not in the wider 
reference of Horn. ix. 3. Elisabeth was of 
the tribe of Levi : but this need not hinder 
connexion by marriage with other tribes. 
Aaron himself married into Judah, Exod. 
vi. 23. We find in Judges xvii. 7 a young 
man of the family of Judah who was a 
Levite. Philo says, "Moses ordered the 
high priest to marry not only a virgin, 
but one of priestly descent . . . but the 
other priests were permitted to marry other 
than the daughters of priests.^' 38.] 

Her own faithful and humble assent is here 
given to the divine announcement which 
had been made to her. I believe that her 
conception of the Lord is to be dated yrow 
the utterance of these words. So Eu- 
thymius, and similarly Irenmus, Tertullian, 
Athanasius, Maldonatus, Grotius. Light- 
foot, holding a different opinion, says, " I 
own, that it is the general opinion, that 
the Virgin conceived at Nazareth, in the 
instant when the Angel spoke with her** 
She was no unconscious vessel of the divine 


^ render, is Called. 

^ render, these. 

will, but (sec ver. 45), in humility and 
faith, a fellow* worker with the purjwse of 
the Father; and therefore her own unity 
with that purpose w'as required, and is 
here recorded. 39—56.] Visitation 
OF Elisabeth by Maby. 39.] The 

situation of Elisabeth was not before this 
known to Mary ; and on the intelligence 
of it from the angel, she arose and went 
to congratulate her kinswoman. But 

before this the events related in Matt. i. 
18 — 25 had happened. Mary being 
betrothed to Joseph, had no communica- 
tions with him, except,through the brides- 
maids ; who, on the first indications of her 
pregnancy, represented it to him. This 
would not take longer time than the ex- 
pression might include — possibly three or 
four weeks. Then happened Matt. i. 19, 
20; and immediately Joseph took her 
home. As a betrothed virgin she could 
not travel : but now immediately, and 
perhaps for the very reason of the cir- 
cumstances under which Joseph had taken 
her home, she visits Elisabeth— remaining 
with her about three months, ver. 56. So 
that we have, five months, during which 
Elisabeth hid herself, together with the 
sixth month, during which takes place 
the Annunciation, the discovery of Mary’s 
pregnancy, her taking home by Joseph, 
together with three months visit of Mary, 
making up together nine months, nearly 
her full time : see ver. 57. The words 
rendered a city of Juda may possibly 
mean " the city of Juttahf which (Josh, 
xxi. 16) was given, together with Hebron 
(in the hill country of Juda?a : ib. ver. 11), 
and other neighbouring cities, to the 
children of Aaron the priest. But it 

may also mean ‘ a city of Juda ; * and 
this is perhaps more likely, as no place of 
residence is mentioned for Zacharias in 
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it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation 
of Mary ^ the babe leaped in her womb ; and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost : and she spake out with a 
"'/Sg^v.24. * voice, and said, *” Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is 
this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? ^ For lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation 
sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb ^ for 
joy. And blessed is she that believed ; for there shall 
be a performance of those things which were told her 
” ps^.’Sxiv. 2. from the Lord. And Mary said, " My soul doth magnify 
n' Lord, ^7 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
p 8 .cxxxviii. gaviour. For ° he hath regarded the low estate of his 


^ render for perspicuity ( 
^ literally^ Cry. 

ver. 23, — and one would hardly be intro- 
duced so abruptly here. It is not 

Jerusalem; for that would hardly have 
been described as in th(j hill country ; and 
fi’om vv. 23, 66, the Evangelist clearly in- 
dicates some other place than Jerusalem 
as the residence of the parents of John. 

41.] The salutation uttered by 
Elisabeth is certainly implied to have been 
an inspiration of the Holy Spirit. No 
intimation had been made to her of the 
situation of Mary. ' The movement of the 
babe in her womb (possibly for the first 
time) was part of the effect of the same 
spiritual influence. The known mysterious 
eflects of sympathy in such cases, at least 
lead us to believe that there may be cor- 
responding eflects where the causes are of 
a kind beyond our common experience. 

‘ The salutation of Mary ’ might be 
taken to mean the Annunciation : better 
therefore as in margin, Mary’s salutation. 

42. ] The word rendered Blessed has 
a double meaning ; that of blessed^—from 
above — blessed among women, i. e. beyond 
other women; and praised— from below 
— i.e. called blessed by women. The former 
is the best rendering here ; and then among 
women will be the Hebrew superlative, as 
in Jer. xlix. 15, and Song of Sol. i. 8. 

43. ] The word Lor^ as applied to 

the unborn babe, can no otherwise be 
explained, than as uttered in the spirit of 
prophecy, and expressing the divine natu/re 
of our Liord: see especially Ps. cx. 1, 
from which Bleek thinks the expression is 
adopted. 46.] The words may be 

rendered either as in A. V. (so also the 
Vulgate, Erasmus, Beza, Meyer), blessed 
is she that believed, for &c.— or as in 


see note), Mary^s salutatiou. 

y render, in exultation. 

margin of A. V., blessed is she that be- 
lieved that there shall be. The last is 
maintained by Bengel and De Wette, and 
supported by Acts xxvii. 25. 1 much 

prefer the former rendering, as agreeable 
likewise to the analogy of Scripture, where 
faith, in the recipient of the divine purposes, 
is so often represented as a co-ordinate cause 
of the fulfilment of those purposes. Light- 
foot well suggests, that there may have been 
present to the mind of Elisabeth the unbelief 
of her husband, as contrasted with Mary’s 
faith. 46 — 65.] Compare through- 

out the song of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. 1 — 10. 

As connected with the defence of the 
hymns contained in these two chapters, we 
may observe, taking the very lowest ground, 
that there is nothing improbable, as matter 
of fact, in holy persons, full of the thoughts 
which run through the 0. T. prophecies, 
breaking out into such songs of praise as 
these, which are grounded on and almost 
expressed in the words of Scripture. The 
Christian believer however will take a 
higher view than this, and attribute to the 
mother of our Lord that same inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit which filled Elisabeth (ver. 
41) and Zacharias (ver. 67). 46. My 

soul . . . my spirit] the whole inner being : 
see on 1 Thess. v. 23. my Saviour] 
not merely ‘ Deliverer from degradation, 
as a daughter of David* — but, in a 
higher sense, author of that salvation 
which God’s people expected : among 
whom the Holy Virgin reckons herself. 
Only sinners need a Saviour. 48.] 

regarded, i. e. looked upon. Bleek re- 
marks, that “ look upon my son ” in Luke 
ix. 38, is ** have mercy on my son** in 
Matt. xvii. 16. low estate, or con- 
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handmaiden : for, behold, from henceforth Pall generations 
shall *call me blessed. For he that is mighty ^hath 

^ cixvi.a, 3. 

done to me great things ; and ^ holy is his name. And «• 
®his mercy ^-^5 on them that fear him from generation 
genefation, * He hath shewed strength with his arm ; S' 

'^he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. ^'^^He hath put down ^ the mighty from u m V 
seats, and exalted them of low degree. ^ lie hath filled v 1 sam.'^ih e, 
the hungry with good things ; and the rich he hath sent J'* 
empty away. Ho hath holpen his servant Israel, * in bj. 

^ ^ • KK/1 -I PI \ X Ps. xcviii. 3. 

remembrance oi ms mercy as he spake to our lathers) ^er.xxxi.s, 
to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. And Mary abode ^p^cxyxu.u'. 
with her about three months, and returned to her own GaLiii.io.' 
house. Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should 
be delivered ; and she brought forth a son. And her 
neighbours and her ® cousins heard how the Lord had 
shewed great mercy upon her; and ^‘they rejoiced with 
her. And it came to pass, that ^on the eighth day they 
came ^ to circumcise the child ; and they ® called him Za- 
charias, after the name of his father. And his mother 
answered and said, ‘’Not so ; but he shall be called John, ^ver.is. 

And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name. And they made signs to 
his father, how he would have him called. And he 
asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, ® His name is c ver. is. 

z literally, shall congratulate me, or account me happy. 

^ render and read, is unto generations and generations to them that 
fear him. 

^ render, potentates from thrones. ® render, kinsfolk. 

d render, for the purpose of circumcising ; to avoid the ambiguity in 
came to, ® render, were calling. 


dition, not humility ; the noun is an objec- 
tive one. Ver. 65 is not rendered in 
the A. V. according to the construction; 
from Ps. xcvii. 3 it will be seen that in 
remembrance of his mercy to Abraham 
are to be joined together, and therefore 
as he spake to our fathers will be paren- 
thetical. See Micah vii. 20. 57 — 79.] 

Birth and naming of John the 
Baptist. 69.] they were calling— 
wished to call : the imperfect tense is here 
in its strict meaning, as in Matt. viii. 24. 
The names of children were given at cir- 
cumcision, because, at the institution of 
that rite, the names of Abram and Sarai 


were changed to Abraham and Sarah, — 
Gen. xvii. 5, 15. 60.] There is no 

reason for supposing, with some Commen- 
tators, that HUsabeth had had the name 
supematurally intimated to her. She must 
necessarily have learnt it, in the course of 
communication by writing, from her hus- 
band. 62.] The natural inference 

(see on ver. 22) from this verse is, that 
Zacharias was deaf a^ nwll as dumb ; nor 
do I think that the objecfors have suc- 
ceeded in invalidating this inference. There 
could have been no reason for hecJconiny, 
had Zacharias been able to hear articulate 
words. 68. a writing table] A 
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dver. 2 o. John. And they marvelled all. ^ And his mouth was 
opened immediately, and his tongue \}loosed\ and he 
spake, and praised God. And fear came on all that 
dwelt round about them : and all these sayings were noised 
fSL®i9,6i. abroad throughout all ®the hill country of Judaea. And 
heard them ^laid them up m their hearts, 
h jiSfiL'J!’ saying, What manner of child shall this be ! ? And ® the 

ixxHs^^' hand of the Lord was with him. And his father Za- 
kExAi.ia: charias ^ was fiUed with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, 
cxi?9.‘ ch! vii. saying, i Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for ^ he 
m'je^. “x^iK bath visited and ^ redeemed his people, ^ and hath raised 
Da“S.^24. up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
n Le“ivi. 42 . Havid ; 70 m spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
cv. 8 , 0 : cvl which have been since the world began : 7i that we should 
xyi.ao.'ver. be savcd from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 
‘'x5?i‘.??xxii. bate us; 72 n^Q perform Hbe mercy promised to our 
fathers, and to remember bis boly covenant; 73 oatb 
• 22 . Heb. ix. -vvbicb be sware to our father Abraham, 7-^ that be would 
grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of 
li’. enemies might p serve him without fear, 75 q in holiness 
Vm.i.l?' and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 
' : 76 k thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 

xi. 10 . ver. Higii^st : for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 

^ not in the oHginal. 

& read, For also. ^ render, wrought redemption for. 

i literally, mercy with our fathers. ^ read. Moreover. 


tablet smeared with wax, on which they 
wrote with a style, or sharp iron point. 

they marvelled all] This also con- 
firms the view that Zacharias was deaf. 
There would be nothing wonderful in his 
acceding to his wife^s suggestion, if he 
had known it : the coincidence, apparently 
without this knowledge, was the matter of 
wonder. 64.] For now first had the 
angeFs words, “ thou shalt call his name 
ver. 13, received their fulfilment. 

66. For ^80 . . . ] A remark inserted 
by the Evangelist himself, not a further 
saying of the speakers in the verse before, 
fljs Kuinoel and others maintain. The for 
refers back to the question just asked, 
‘And they might well enquire thus, for' 
&c. 68 — 79.] This Hymn of thanks- 

giving appears to have been uttered at the 
time of the circumcision of the child (in 
which case the matters related in vv. 65, 
66 are parenthetical and anticipatory)— 
and, as the Magnificat, under the imme- 
diate influence of mspir^tion of the Holy 


Ghost. It is entirely Hebrew in its cast 
and idioms, and might be rendered in that 
language almost word for word. It serves, 
besides its own immediate interest to 
every Christian, to shew to us the exact 
religious view under which John was 
educated by his father. 69.] an hom 
— a metaphor from homed beasts, who are 
weak and defenceless without, but for- 
midable with their horns. There does not 
seem to be any allusion to the horns of the 
altar — the mere notion of a refuge is 
never connected with the Messiah's King- 
dom. 74, 76.] The attempts to re- 
move the Jewish worship by Antiochus 
Epiphanes and by the Romans, had been 
most calamitous to the people. This 
in holiness and righteousness sufliciently 
refutes the idea of some, that the whole 
subject of this song is the temporal theo- 
cratic greatness of the Messiah. 76.] 
It is not necessa/ry to interpret the Lord 
of the Messiah: it may be said of God, 
whose people (ver. 77) Israel was, But 
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prepare his ways ; to give knowledge of salvation unto 
his peopl^ * 1 hy the remission of their sins ^ through the « 
tender mercy of our God ; whereby the dayspring from on 
high hath visited us, 79 t gjyg to them that sit in 5= j‘: 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. And “ the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, and ^ was in the deserts tiU the day of his 
shewing unto Israel. 

II. 1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went 

1 render, in. ^ render, on account of the bowels of mercy. 


the believing Christian will find it far 
more natural thus to apply it, especially in 
connexion with Matt. i. 21. 77.J in 

remlBsion, the element in which the former 
blessing was to be conferred. The remis- 
sion of sin is the first opening for the 
knowledge of salvation : see ch. iii. 7. 

78. dayspring] The springing up, 
or, the East, is in .ler. xxiii. 5, Zech. iii. 
9, vi. 12, the LXX rendering for the 
Hebrew word for a branch or sprout — and 
thus, * that which springs up or rises* as 
Light : — which, from the clauses following, 
seems to be the meaning here. from 
on high may be taken with dayspring, 
as in A. V. : — or perhaps with the verb to 
give light. But however taken, the ex- 
pression is not quite easy to understand. 
The word had come apparently to be a 
name for the Messiah : thus in Zech. iii. 
9 (LXX, see above), behold a man, his 
name is “ the springing up,** or the East** 
(the A. V. has the branch) : and then figures 
arising from the meaning of the w^ord 
itself, became mixed with that which w'as 
said of Him. The day spring does not 
come from on high, but from beneath the 
horizon; but the Messiah does. Again, 
to give light, Ac. of the next verse belongs 
to the dayspring, and only figuratively 
to the Messiah. 79.] Care must be 
taken on the one hand not to degrade the 
expressions of this song of praise into mere 
anticipations of temporal prosperity, nor, 
on the other, to find in it (except in so far 
as they are involved in the inner and 
deeper sense of the words, unknowm save 
to the Spirit who prompted them) the 
minute doctrinal distinctions of the writ- 
ings of St. Paul. It is the expression of 
the aspirations and hopes of a pious Jew, 
waiting for the salvation of the Lord, find- 
ing that salvation brought near, and utter- 
ing his thankfulness in Old Testament 
language, with which he was familiar, and 
at the same time under prophetic influence 
of the Holy Spirit, That such a song 


should be inconsistent with dogmatic 
truth, is impossible : that it should unfold 
it minutely, is in the highest degree im- 
probable. 80.] A very similar con- 

clusion to those in ch. ii. 40, 52, and 
denoting probably the termination of that 
record or document of the birth of the 
Baptist, which the Evangelist has hitherto 
been translating, or perhaps transcribing 
already translated. That this first 
chapter is such a separate document, 
appears from its very distinct style. 
Whether it had been preserved in the 
holy family, or how otherwise obtained by 
St. Luke, no trace now appears. It has a 
certain relation to, and at the same time 
is distinguished from, the narration of the 
next chapter. The Old Testament spirit 
is stronger here, and the very phraseology 
more in unison with Hebrew usage, 
in the deserts] The hill country of Judaea 
w^as very near this wilderness, and from 
the character of John^s official life after- 
wards, it is probable that in youth he 
would be given to solitude and abstemious- 
ness. It cannot be supposed that the 
Essenes, dwelling in those parts, had any, 
or only the most general kind of influence 
over him, as their views were wholly different 
from his. his shewing] i.e. the opening 
of his official life : the same word is used of 
the appointment of the seventy in ch. x. 1. 

Chap. II. 1—20.] Birth of Christ. 
Its announcement and celebration 
BY THE hosts OP HEAVEN. 

1, 2.] We go back again now to the birth 
of John, or shortly after it. In an- 

notating on these verses, I will first state 
the difficulty in which they appear to be 
involved, — then the remarkable way in 
which a solution has recently been found. 

The assei-tion in these verses is 
this — that a decy'ee went forth, &c., and 
that this enrolment first took place when 
Cyrenius (Quirinus) ivas governor of Syria. 
It would then appear, either that this 
very enrolment took place under Qy^iriwus, 
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out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
a Acts V. 87 . should be * taxed, ^ \^'^And~\ this ^taxing was, first made 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. ^ And all went to 
be ^ taxed^ every one into his own city. ^ And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth," into 
Judaea, xmto ^ the city of David, which is called Beth- 
c Matt. 1 . 16. lehem; ® because he was of the house and lineage of 
d Matt. Lis. David: ^ to be ^ taxed with Mary ^his espoused wife, 
being great with child. ^ And so it was, that, while they 
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
e Matt. i. 26. delivered. 7 And ® she brought forth her firstborn son, 

^ render y enrolled. ^ omit : not in the original, 

• ® rendery enrolment. 


— or that the first did so, and this was 
subsequent to it. Now hoth of these 
senses till recently seemed to be inad- 
missible. For Quirinus was not known 
to have been governor of Syria till the 
year of Rome 758, after the banishment of 
Archelaus, and the addition of his territory 
to the province of Syria. And the birth 
of our Lord occurred at least eight years 
before thisy previous to Herod^s death, and 
when Sentius Saturninus was governor of 
Syria. But it has been made highly 
probable, by A. W. Zumpt of Berlin, that 
Quirinus was twice governor of Syria. 
The substance of hife researches is given at 
length in the note in my Greek Testament. 
The result of it is, that Zumpt fixes the 
time of his first governorship at from 
B.c. 4) to B.c. 1. It is true this does not 
quite remove our difficulty. But it brings 
it within such narrow limits, that any 
slight error in calculation, or even the 
latitude allowed by the words was first 
made might well cover it. I may mention 
it as remarkable, that J ustin Martyr 
(Century 2) three times distinctly asserts 
that our Lord was born under Quirinus, 
and appeals to the register then made, as 
if from it the fact might, if necessary, be 
confirmed. 

We conclude then, that an assessment 
or enrolment of names with a view, to as- 
certain the population of the empire, was 
commanded and put in force at this time. 
It was unaccompanied (probably) by any 
payment of money. We know that Augustus 
drew up an account or summary of the whole 
empire, which took many years to arrange 
and complete, and of which the enrolment 
of the inhabitants of the provinces would 
naturally form a part. Of the data for 
this compilation, the enrolment in our 
text might be one. That Judsea was 


not a Moman province at this time, is no 
objection to our text ; for the compilation 
of Augustus contained the kingdoms^* of 
the Roman empire, as well as the pro- 
vinces. 

3 — 5.] There is a mixture here of Ro- 
man and Jewish customs, which is not at 
all improbable, considering the circum- 
stances. In the Roman census, men, 
women, and children were all obliged to go 
and be enrolled. But then this census waa 
made at their dwelling-place, not at that 
of their extraction. The latter practice 
springs from the Jewish genealogical 
habits, and its adoption in this case speaks 
strongly for the accuracy of the chrono- 
logy. If this enrolment was by order of 
Augustus, and for the whole empire, it of 
course would be made so as to include all, 
after the Roman manner : but inasmuch 
as it was made under the Jewish king 
Serod, it was done after the Jewish 
manner, in taking this account of each at 
his own place of extraction. Mary 

being apparently herself sprung from the 
lineage of David (see ch. i. 32), might on 
this account go to Bethlehem, being, as 
some suppose, an inheritress ; but this 
does not seem to be the Evangelist's mean- 
ing, but that, after the Roman manner, 
she accompanied her husband. No 
stress must be laid on espoused, as if she 
were only the betrothed wife of Joseph at 
this time; — she had been taken to his 
house before this : the history in our text 
happening during the time indicated hy 
Matt. i. 25. 7.] Now that first- 

born** has disappeared from the text of 
St. Matthew (i. 25), it must be here re- 
marked, that although the terra may un- 
doubtedly be used of an only child, such 
use is necessarily always connected with 
the expectation of others to follow, and can 
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and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger ; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, ^ keeping watch over their flock by night. 

^ And, lo, ® the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 

were sore afraid. ^And the angel said unto them, Fear 

not : for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, ‘'coruk 

^ which shall be to ^all people, *^For unto you is bornNiStp Si. 

this day in the city of David ‘a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord, And this shall be a sign unto you ; Ye shall 

find 9 the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a Rev’^^v.^ls. 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

^ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

^ or, keeping the watches of the night over their flock. 

® render, an. ^ render, all the people. S render, a babe. 

no longer have place when the whole logy of the divine dealings, to suppose 
course of events is before the writer that these shepherds, like Symeon, were 
and no others have followed. The com- waiting for the consolation of Israel. 
bination of this consideration with the 10, 11.] to aU the people, — i. e. 

fact, that brethren of our Lord are brought the Jewish people. To them was the first 
forward in this Gospel in close connexion message of joy, before the bursting in of 
with His mother, makes it as certain as the Gentiles — ^just as here the one angel 
any implied fact can be, that those brethren gives the prefatory announcement, before 
were the children of Mary herself. the multitude of the heavenly host burst 

Ancient tradition states the birthplace of in with their proclamation of * peace on 
our Lord to have been a cave ; and this earth.^ Christ the Lord] This is the 

tradition is nowise inconsistent with our only place where these words come to- 
text — for caves are used in most rocky gether. In ch. xxiii. 2 we have “ Christ a 
countries as stables. the inn] i. e. a Kingf and in Acts ii. 36 “ Lord and 

public place of reception for travellers; King.” (In Col! iii. 24 we have, in a 
not ‘ a room in a private house.’ Of what somewhat different meaning [said to ser- 
sort this inn was, does not appear. It vants], “ye serve the Lord Christ.”) 
probably differs from that mentioned in And I see no way of understanding this 
ch. X. 34, in not being kept by an host ; Lord, but as corresponding to the Hebrew 
see note there. 8.] Mr, Greswell Jehovah. 12.] Olshausen hazards 

has made it highly probable that our Lord a coryecture, that the stable or cave may 
was born on the evening of (i. e. which possibly have belonged to these shepherds. 
began) the 5th of April, the 10th of the Hut I tliink the words even unto, or as 
Jevdsh Nisan : on which same day of far as to Bethlehem, ver. 15, do not look 
April, and the 14th of Nisan, He suffered as if Bethlehem were their home. It 
tlurty -three years after. Before this time seems clear that the spot was somehow 
there would be abundance of grass in the known to them by the angel’s description, 
pastures — the spring rains being over: Not ^^the babe,” as A. V.;--the 

but much after it, and till after the angel, in giving the sign, generalizes the 
autumnal equinox again, the pastures term : they were to know the truth of his 
would be comparatively bare : see note on words, by finding a child wrapped in 
John vi. 10. 9.] the glory of the Lord swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

— the brightness of God’s presence— the 14.] It has been disputed whether 

Shechinah (see reff.) which also accom- Glory to God means There is, or Let there 
panied His angels when they appeared to be, glory to God. But there can be no 
men. It is agreeable at least to the ana- doubt that the sense of both these is 
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" ii®”ch'7w ‘ ^ toward men, And it came to pass, ^ as the 

ver. 61 . angels were gone away from them into heaven, i the shep- 
herds said one to another. Let us now go even unto Beth- 
lehem, and see ^ this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us. And they eame 
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in 1 « manger. And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad ^ the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept all these ^ things^ o and 
pondered them in her heart. ^0 the shepherds re- 
turned, glorifying ai 1 praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them, 
o Qen. xvii. 12. 21 ® And when eight days were accomplished for the 

pMatt?^! circumcising of the child, his name was called p Jesus, 
25 . oh. i. 81. gQ q blamed of the angel before he was conceived 

in the womb. 

q Lev. xii. 2 , 22 whon ^ the days of ^ her purification according to 

the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to 

^ read, among men of good pleasure : see note. 1 i. e. when, 

j man;^ ancient authorities read, the men the shepherds. 

^ render, this word. 1 render, the. 

^ render, concerning the saying. ^ render, words. 

® render, pondering. P read, him. ^ render, called by. 

^ read, their, with most of the ancient authorities ; one has, his J hut not one 

has, “ her.'^ 


included. among men of good 

pleasure] This reading* is found in the 
greater part of the ancient authorities and 
Fathers, including the Alexandrine, Vati- 
can, and Sinaitic MSS. It does not mean, 
as the Roman Catholic interpreters gene- 
rally explain it, ‘^men of good will,^* — *Hhose 
that like it,'* which would be untenable in 
Greek as well as in theology. The only 
admissible rendering is, ‘ Among men of 
Ood's good pleasure,' i. e. among the 
elect people of God. 19.] kept, in 

her memory. words, viz. those 

spoken by the shepherds. 

21.] His cibctjmcision. The Lord 
was made like unto His brethren (Heb. ii. 
17 ; iv. 15) in all weakness and bodily 
infirmity, from which legal uncleannesses 
arose. The body which He took on 
Him, though not a body of sin, was 
mortal, subject to the consequence of sin, 
— in the likeness of sinful flesh : but 
incorruptible by the indwelling of the 


Godhead (1 Pet. iii. 18). In the flilfil- 
ment therefore of His great work of re- 
demption, He became subject to legal rites 
and purifications — not that they were ab- 
solutely necessary for Him, but were in- 
cluded in those things which were be- 
coming for Him, in His humiliation and 
' making perfect : ' and in His lifting up 
of that human nature, for which all these 
things were absolutely necessary (Gen. 
xvii. 14), into the Godhead. 

22—38.] The pxjRiricATiON in the 
Temple. Stmeon and Anna eecoh- 

NIZE AND PROPHEST OF HiM. 

22.] See Lev. xii. 1 — 8, where however 
idle child is not, as here, expressly included 
in the purification. The reading his is 
remarkable, and hardly likely to have been 
a correction : “ her," adopted by the A. V., 
is almost without authority, and is a 
manifest correction. Bengel denies 
that either the Lord or His mother 
wanted purification; and mentions that 
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Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord ; ^3 as it is written 
in the la^ of the Lord, 'Every male that openeth the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord ; and to offer a 
sacrifice according to “ that which is said in the law of the 

• OKAT B Lev. xii. 2, 0, 

Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And ®* 
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Symeon ; and the same man was just and devout, ‘ waiting t ^ 
for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was 
upon him ; ^6 and it ® tvas revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not “ see death, before he had seen "" 
the Lord’s Christ. And he came the Spirit into v Matt. iv.i. 
the temple : and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, then 
took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said. 

Lord, ^now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word : for mine eyes * have seen thy ^ 
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people; ^^^a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the ^ xin.!?; 
glory of thy people Israel. And ^ Joseph and his mother 
marvelled at those things which were spoken ^ of him. 

® render, had been. literally, in. 

^ read, his father and mother, as most of the ancient authonties, and the 
express testimony of Origen. ^ 

^ render for perspicuity, concerning. 


some render their ‘ of the Jews* but does 
not approve of it (John ii. 6 is certainly no 
case in point). See the last note, on the 
necessity of purification for both. 

23.] God had taken the tribe of Levi 
instead of the firstborn that openeth the 
womb, Num. iii. 12, and required only the 
excess in number of the firstborn over the 
Levites to be redeemed (ib. vv. 44 — 51). 
This arrangement apj>ears afterwards to 
have been superseded by a general com- 
mand to redeem all the firstborn at five 
shekels of the sanctuary (Num. xviii. 15, 
16). 24.] The oftering (ref. Lev.) 

was, a lamb for a burnt- offering, and a 
pigeon for a sin-offering : but if the 
parties were too poor to bring a lamb, 
then two pigeons. But we are not hereby 
justified in assuming extreme poverty to 
have been the condition of our Lord’s 
family. This nowhere appears from the 
Gospel history. 26.] It appears 

that this Symeon might have been Symeon 
the son of Hillel, — and father of Gamaliel, 
mentioned in Acts v. 34 ft*. But we have 
no means of ascertaining this. the 
consolation of Israel] See Acts xxviii. 20. 
VOL. I. 


It was a common form of adjuration 
among the Jews, “ So may I see consola- 
tion, if &c.” referring to Isa. xl. 1. 

On the general expectation of deliverance 
at this time see on Matt. ii. 1 ft*. 

26.] Of the nature of this intimation, 
nothing is said. Symeon was the subject 
of an especial indwelling and leading of 
the Holy Ghost, analogous to that higher 
form of the spiritual life expressed in the 
earliest days by walking with Ood — and 
according to which God’s saints have often 
been directed and informed in an extra- 
ordinary manner by His Holy Spirit. In 
the power of this intimation, and in the 
spirit of prophecy consequent on it, he 
came into the Temple on this occasion. 

29.] lettest thou depart, not from 
life, or out of the earth, — but as being thy 
servant, he thinks of his death as the ter- 
mination of, and so dismissal from, his ser- 
vitude. 32.] See Isa. xlix. 6. The 
general term of the last verse,— all the 
peoples (so literally), is here divided into 
two, the Gentiles, and Israel. 38. 

Ms father] In ver. 48 w^e have Joseph 
again called by this name. Our Lord 
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^And Symeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his 
mother, Behold, this child is set for the ^fall and rising 
again of many in Israel; and for a *^sign which shall be 
fpS; spoken against ; yea, ^ a sword shall pierce through thy 
aActBxxviii. own soul also ; that ^ the thoughts of many hearts he 
bP8.xiii.io. revealed. And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser : she was * of a 
great age, and had Jived with an husband seven years 
from her virginity ; ^7 and she was a widow of about 
fourscore and four years, which departed not from the 
temple, but served [7 God] with fastings and prayers 
® f Tfra.*v.^‘6^‘ ^ night and day. And she * coming in that instant gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all 
them that ‘^looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 
ixiv.il. 3 C) when they had performed all things according 


^ renduer, reasonings out of many hearts. 
* literally, far advanced in many days, 
y omit : not in the original. 


2 render, COming in 

Himself would not speak of him thus, see 
vcr. 49 ; but in the simplicity of the nar- 
rative we may read his parents, and such 
expressions, without any danger of for- 
getting the monjentous history of the 
Conception and Nativity. 34.] fall, as a 
stone of stumbling and rock of oftence 
(see references), at which they should 
fall thi’ough unbelief, rising again, 

— or, rising np— in the sense of ch. i. 
52 — faith and holitiess ; or, the fall 
and rising up may refer to the same per- 
sons ; as it is said by our Lord, * He that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.’ I 
prefer this last interpretation, as cohering 
best with the next verse : see note on it. 

35.] This prophecy I do not believe 
to have its chief reference to the deep 
sorrows of the mother of our Lord on 
beholding His sufferings, much less to her 
future death by martyrdom; least of all 
to the Crucifixion, which by shedding the 
blood of her Son, would also pierce her 
heart and drain it of its life-blood and 
make it childless. None of these interpre- 
tations satisfy us : for the words stand in 
a totally difierent connexion, and one far 
worthier of the honour of that holy 
woman, and of the spiritual character of 
Symeon’s prophecy: that prophecy is, of 
the struggle of many in Israel through 
repentance to faith in this Saviour; among 
which number even His mother hereof 
was to be iwiluded. The sharp pangs of 


at the same hour. 

sorrow for sin must pierce her heart also 
(cf. esp. Acts ii. 37) ; and the general end 
follows; that reasonings out of many 
hearts may he revealed; that they who 
receive the Lord Jesus may be manifest, 
and they who reject Him : see John ix, 39. 
We may find moreover, in the traces of her 
connexion with our Lord in the Evangelic 
history, the piercing and dividing of her 
soul, and in the last notice of her in Acts i., 
the triumph of her faith after the Ascen- 
sion. 37. fastings and prayers] Not 
merely in the ordinary hours of prayer, at 
nine, and three, or the ordinary fasts on 
Monday and Thursday, but in an ascetic- 
devotional method of life. night is 

said to be put first, because fasts were 
reckoned from one evening to another. Is 
it not rather because the greater solemnity 
and emphasis rests on the religious exercise 
by night? 38.] It was possibly at 
the hour of prayer ; as she spoke of Him 
to numbers, who would at such a time be 
flocking to the temple. 

39, 40.] Retuen to Nazaeeth. 

39.] Certainly the obvious inference from 
this verse is, that Joseph and Mary re- 
turned from Jerusalem to Nazareth direct. 
But it is only an inference, and not the 
assertion of the text. This part of the 
Gospel History is one where the Harmon- 
ists, by their arbitrary reconcilements of 
the two Evangelistic accounts, have given 
great advantage to the enemies of the 
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to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, tg their 
own city ifazareth. ^®And the child grew, and waxed « 
strong [_^in spirit ^filled with wisdom : and the grace of 
God was upon him, 

^^Now his parents went to Jerusalem ^ every year at f Exod. xxni. 
the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve fvi.JiS!' 
years old, ® they went np to Jerusalem after the custom of 
the feast, And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
returned, the ^ child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; 
and ® Joseph and his mother knew not of it. ^ But they, 
supposing him ^ to have been in the company, went a day’s 

^ omit, ^ render, becoming filled. literally, it. 

® read and render, and they went up after the custom of the feast, 
and had fulfilled the days, 

^ render, boy or youth I the word has heen the diminutive hitherto, hut now 
ceases to be. 

® many ancient authorities have, his parents. ^ render, to be. 

faith. As the two accounts now stand, it reconciled (see further in note on John 
is wholly impossible to suggest any satis- vii. 42). 40.] grew — in body. — waxed 

factory method of everyone strong, in spirit: the addition of these 

who has attempted it has, in some part or words to the text was a correct gloss, 
other of his hypothesis, violated proba- “The body advances in stature, and the 
bility and common sense. But, on the soul in wisdom . . . the divine nature re- 
other hand, it is equally impossible defi- vealed its own wisdom in proportion to 
nitely to say, that they could not be recon- the measure of the bodily growth,*' Cyril, 
ciled by a thorough knowledge of the facts becoming fiUed^ see ver. 52 and 

themselves ; and such an assertion, when- note there. 

ever made, shews great ignorance of the 41 — 52.] Visit to the Temple at 

origin and course of oral narration. How the Passover. The history of this in- 
many things will a relator say, being un- cident serves for an example of the wisdom 
aware of certain important circumstances wherewith the Child was becoming filled, 
outside his narrative, which seem to pre- “ The Evangelist next shews that what he 
elude those circumstances ? How often has said is true," Cyril. 41.] See 

will points of time be apparently brought Exod. xxih. 14 — 17. Women, according 
close together in such a narration, — to the maxims of the school of Hillel, were 
between which, events most weighty to bound to go up once in the year — to the 
the history have occurred ? The only Passover. 42.] At the age of twelve, 
inference from these two accounts, which a boy w^as called by the Jews ‘ son of the 
is inevitable, is, that they are wholly law,* and first incurred legal obligation. 
independent of one another. If St. Luke At that time, then, commences the second 
had seen the Gospel of St. Matthew, or step (see note on ver. 52) of the life of the 
vice versA, then the variations are utterly Lord, the time when the things becoming 
inexplicable; and the greatest absurdities for Him began; his course of blameless 
of all are involved in the writings of those legal obedience (see note on ver. 21) in his 
wh? assume this, and then proceed to owm person and by his own will. Now 
harmonize. Of the dwelling at Nazareth first (ver. 49) appear those higher con- 
before the Nativity, of the circumstances sciousnesses to have found expression, w'hich 
which brought Joseph and Mary to Beth- unfolded within Him, till the full time of 
lehem, of the Presentation in the temple, his public ministry arrived. It cannot be 
St. Matthew's account knows nothing; inferred from this narrative, that it was 
of the visit of the Magi, the murder of the first time the holy Child had accom- 
the Innocents, the flight to Egypt, St. panied them to the Passover. 48.] 

Luke's is unaware. In all the main cir- the days, seven days, Exod. xii. 16, 17. 
cumstances of the Conception and Nativity 44.] the company forming the twwa- 

they agree, or are easily and naturally van, or band of travellers; — all who came 

X 2 
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journey ; and ttey ? sought hint among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance. And when they foimd him not, they turned 
back again to Jerusalem, ^seeking him, ^ And it came to 
pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
gMa^yii^M. asking them questions. And ^all that heard him were 
82' astonished at his understanding and answers. And 
when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother 
said imto him. Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

And he said unto them. How is it that ye sought me ? 
h johnii.i6. wist ye not that I must be ^ about ^ my Father* s business ? 

S render, sought him every where. 

^ render, seeking him every where, 
i render, among my Father^s matters. 

from the same district travelling together work to do on earth, of perfectly keeping 
for security and company. The in- that Law. ^very word of these verses 

terpretation that * they went a day*s jour- is of the first importance to modern com- 
ney, seeking him* is simply absurd : for hatants for sound doctrine. I^et the ad- 
they would have turned back sooner: a versaries answer us, — why should his wofAer 
few minutes might have sufficed for the here have spoken, and not Joseph, unless 
search. It was not till they laid up for there were some more than usual reason 
the night that they missed him, as at that for her being put forward rather than his 
time they would naturally expect his return reputed father ? Again, let the mythical 
to their own tent. Olshausen remarks, school of Strauss give us a reason, why an 
that being accustdhied to His thoughtful- incident altogether {in their view) so de- 
ness and obedience, they were free from rogatory to the character of the subject 
anxiety, till they discovered He really was of it, should have been inserted, if the 
not in the company. 46. seeking myths arose out of an exaggerated esti- 

him every where] as they went back, all mate of the dignity of that character ? 
the way. 46.] Some interpret the thy father] Tlien up to this time 

three days, of their one day^s journey out, Joseph had been so called by the holy 
one hack, and one in Jerusalem : but they Child Himself : but from this time, never. 
were more likely three days spent in search Such words are not chance ; had Mary 
in Jerusalem; or, at all events, reckoned said “we,” the strong contrast with what 
from their discovery of His not being with follows could not have been brought out. 
them. in the temple] In one of the How is it that ye sought me ?] i. e. 

rooms attached to the temple, where the . . . what (reason) is there, that . . . 

Rabbis taught their schools. No stress This is no reproachful question. It is 
must be laid on in the midat ; it is only asked in all the simplicity and boldness of 
among. Nor must it be supposed from holy childhood ... ‘ did ye not know ?*.. . 
asking them questions that our Lord was it appeared as if that conviction, the ex- 
acting the part of a master. It was the pression of which now first breaks forth 
custom in the Jewish schools for the from Him, must have been a matter 
scholars to ctsh questions of their teachers ; known to them before. I must] This 
and a great part of the Rabbinical books is that must, so often used by our Lord 
consists of the answers of the Rabbis to of His appointed and undertaken course. 
such questions. 48 — 50.] The salient Analogous to this first utterance of His 

point of this narrative appears to lie in conviction, is the dawn, amongst ourselves, 
thy father contrasted with my Father, of the principle of duty in the youthful 
This was the first time that those wonder- and well-trained spirit about this same 
fill words of self-consciousness had been age, — this ‘earing time' of human pro- 
heard from the holy Child — when He gress : see below on ver. 52. among 

be^ to be “ a son of the law,” He first my Father's matters] primarily, in the 
calls Him His Father, Who gave Him the house of my Father ; but w'e must not 
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And Hhey understood not the saying which he spake 

unto them. And he went down with them, and came to 

Ifazareth, and was subject unto them : ^ hut his mother 

^kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus i^ver.io. 

increased in ^ wisdom and stature, and m favour with se- 

ver. 40. 

God and man. 

^ read, and. ^ or it may he, wisdom aS Well as age : see note. 


exclude the wider sense, which embraces 
all places and employments of my Father^ s. 
The employment in which he was found, 
learning the word of God, would naturally 
be one of these. they understood not] 
Both Joseph and His mother knew in 
some sense. Who He was : but were not 
prepared to hear so direct an appeal to 
God as His Father : understood not the 
deeper sense of these wonderful words. 
StiU (ver. 51) they appear to have awa- 
kened in the mind of His mother a remem- 
brance of He shall he called the Son of 
God,^* ch. i. 35. And probably, as Stier 
remarks, the unfolding of His childhood had 
been so gradual and natural, that even 
they had not been forcibly reminded by 
any strong individual notes, of that which 
He was, and which now shewed itself. 

It is a remarkable instance of the 
blindness of the rationalistic Commentators 
to the richness and depth of Scripture 
narrative, that they hold this understood 
uot to be altogether inconceivable, as 
coming after the angelic announcement to 
Mary. Can they suppose, that she under- 
stood that announcement itself ? The 
right interpretation is, they understood not 
the deeper sense : see ch. xviii. 34. 

61.] The high consciousness which had 
manifested itself in ver. 49 did not inter- 
fere with His self-humiliation, nor render 
Him independent of His parents. This 
voluntary subjection probably shewed itself 
in working at his reputed father^s trade : 
see Mark vi. 2 and note. From this 
time we have no more mention of Joseph : 
the next we hear is of His mother and 
brethren (John ii. 12) : whence it is in- 
ferred that, between this time and the 
commencement of our Lord's public life, 
Joseph died. and his mother kept . . .] 
These words tend to confirm the common 
belief that these opening chapters, or at 
least this narrative, may have been de- 
rived from the testimony of the mother 
of the Lord herself. She kept them, as 
in wonderful coincidence with the remark, 
able circumstances of His birth, and its 
announcement, and His presentation in 
the temple, and the offerings of the Magi ; 


but in what way, or by w^hat one great 
revelation, all these things were to be 
gathered in one, did not yet appear, but 
was doubtless manifested to her after- 
wards: see Acts i. 14; ii. 1. 62.] 

The Greek word rendered stature means 
not only that (as in ch. xix. 3), but age 
(see Matt. vi. 27, where the word is the 
same, and note), which comprehends the 
other. During these eighteen mys- 
terious years we may, by the light of what 
is here revealed, view the holy Child ad- 
vancing onward to that fulness of wisdom 
and divine approval which was indicated 
at His Baptism, by “in thee I am well 
pleased." We are apt to forget, that it 
was during this time that much of the 
great work of the second Adam was done. 
The growing up through infancy, child- 
hood, youth, manhood, from grace to 
grace, holiness to holiness, in subjection, 
self-denial, and love, without one polluting 
touch of sin, — this it was which, con- 
summated by the three years of active 
ministry, by the Passion, and by the Cross, 
constituted ^^the obedience of one man,” 
by which many were made righteous. We 
must fully appreciate the w'ords of this 
verse, in order to think rightly of Christ. 
He had emptied Himself of His glory : 
His infancy and childhood were no mere 
pretence, but the Divine Personality was 
in Him carried through these states of 
weakness and inexperience, and gathered 
round itself the ordinary accessions and 
experiences of the sons of men. All the 
time, the consciousness of his mission on 
earth was ripening ; ‘ the things heard of 
the Father' (John xv. 15) were continu- 
ally imparted to Him; the Spirit, which 
was not given by measure to Him, was 
abiding more and more upon Him ; till 
the day when He was fully ripe for his 
official manifestation, — that He might be 
offered to his own, to receive or reject 
Him,— and then the Spirit led Him up to 
commence his conflict with the enemy. 
As yet. He was in favour with man also : 
the world had not yet begun to hate 
Him; but w^e cannot tell how soon this 
feeling towards Him was changed, for 
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III. 1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of J udaea, aT?d Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Phdip tetrarch 
ajohnxi 40 Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ictsYv^fl/^’ the tetrarch of Abilene, ^ ® Annas and Caiaphas being \he 


He alleges (John vii. 7), *^Me the world 
hateth, because I testify of it that its 
deeds are evilj” and we can hardly con- 
ceive such testimony, in the years of 
gathering vigour and zeal, long withheld. 
The incident of ch. iv. 28, 29 can scarcely 
have arisen only from the anger of the 
moment. 

Chap. III. 1—22.] Preaching and 
Baptism of John. Divine testimony 
TO Jesits at His Baptism. Matt. hi. 
1—17. Mark i. 4—11. 1.] These 

dates are consistent with the accurate 
tracing down which St. Luke predicates 
of himself, ch. i. 3. In Matt. hi. 1 we have 
the same events indicated as to time by 
only “ In those days'* The fifteenth 

ear of the sole principate of Tiberius 
egan Aug. 19, in the year of Rome 781, 
and reckoning backwards thirty years from 
that time (see ver. 23), we should have 
the birth of our Lord in 751, or about 
then; for about thirty’^ will admit of 
some latitude. But Herod the Great died 
in the beginning of the year 750, and our 
Lord^s birth must h^. fixed some months at 
least before the death of Herod. If then 
it be placed in 749, He would have been 
at least thirty -two at the time of His 
baptism, seeing that it took place some 
time after the beginning of John’s minis- 
try. This difficulty has led to the supposi- 
tion that this fifteenth year is not to be 
dated from the solcj but from the associated 
principate of Tiberius, which commenced 
most probably at the end of 764. Accord- 
ing to this, the fifteenth of Tiberius will 
begin at the end of 779 — and our Lord’s 
birth would be 749 or 50; which will 
agree with the death of Herod. This 
latter explanation has usually been adopted. 
Our present sera was fixed by Dionysius 
Exiguus, in the sixth century, and places 
the birth of our Lord in 754. It may be 
doubted, however, whether in all these 
reckonings more accuracy has not been 
sought than the Gospel narrative warrants 
any expectation of our finding. The about 
thirty” is a wide expression, and might 
cover any age from thirty (see note on 
ver. 23) to thirty -two or thirty -three. 

See on Matt. ii. 2, where it appears pro- 
bable from astronomical considerations, 
that our Lord was bom as early as u.c. 
747. Pontitif Pilate . . . .] Pilate 


was only Procurator of Judsea : the word 
governor being used promiscuously of the 
leading officers of the Roman government. 
Pontius Pilate was the sixth procurator 
from the deposition of Archelaus, and came 
to Judaja about the year of Rome 779. 
He held the province ten years, and was 
sent to Rome to answer for his conduct 
by Vitellius, prefect of Syria, in 789, the 
year of the death of Tiberius. See chrono- 
logical table in the Introduction to the 
Acts. Herod] See note on Matt, 

xiv. 1. Herod Antipas became tetrarch 
of Galilee after the death of his father 
Herod, in the year of Rome 750, and con- 
tinued till he was dejx)sed in 792. 

Philip] Son of Herod the Great by Cleo- 
patra, a woman of Jerusalem. He was 
brought up at Rome, and after his 
father’s death in 750, was made tetrarch of 
Batansea, Gaulonitis, Trachonitis, Panias, 
Aumnitis (Batanaja and Auranitis make 
up Ituraea), and continued till his death in 
786 or 787. He built Caesarea Philippi. 
He was by far the best of Herod’s sons, and 
ruled his i)ortion mildly and well. He must 
not be confounded with his half-brother 
Philip y whose wife Herodias Herod Antipas 
seduced. This latter was disinherited by his 
father, and lived in privacy. See note on 
Matt. xiv. 1. Lysanias the tetrarch 
of Abilene] Abilene, the district round 
Abila, a town eighteen miles north of 
Damascus, now, according to Pococke, Nebi 
Abel. It must not be confounded with 
Abila in Decapolis. Josephus mentions it 
as among the districts which Claudius gave 
to king Agrippa I. under the name of Abila 
of Lysanias y and in another place as the 
Kingdom called that of Lysanias. See 
further in note in my Greek Testament. 
It seems to have been a district patrimo- 
nially in possession of rulers bearing this 
name. 2.] Annas {AnanuSy Josephus) 
the high priest, was deposed by Valerius 
Gratus (in the year of Rome, 779), and 
after several changes, Joseph or Caiaphas, 
his son-in-law (John xviii. 13), was made 
high priest. It would appear from this 
verse (and the use of the singular — see 
margin — renders the inference more strin- 
gent. Compare also St. Luke’s own phrase, 
Acts iv. 6) that Annas, as ex-high priesty 
and possibly retaining in the view of the 
Jews the legitimate high priesthood^ was 
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high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of 
Zacharias^in the wilderness. ^ And he came into all the 
country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance 
^ for the remission of sins ; ^ as it is written in the hook of 
the trords of Esaias the prophet, saying, ®The voice of one cisa.xi.s. 
crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. ^ Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
shall be made smooth ; ^ and all flesh shall see the salva- ^ fsa * iuo 
tion of God. 7 n Then said he to the multitude that came 
forth to be baptized of him, 0 ® generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? ^ Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not 
to say within yourselves. We have Abraham to our father : 
for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to 
raise up children imto Abraham. ® And now also the axe 
is laid unto the root of the trees: ® every tree therefore 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire. And the ^people asked him, saying, 

^What ^ shall we do then? He answereth and saith 
imto them, ^ He that hath two coats, let him impart to 
him that hath none ; and he that hath meat, let him do 16. 1 John * 

^ . • . Iil.l7: iv. 20. 

likewise. Then ^'came also publicans to be baptized, 
and said unto him, Master, what ^ shall we do ? And he 
said unto them, ‘Exact no more than that which isich.xix.8. 
appointed you. And [® the'] soldiers likewise demanded 

^ the word is in the singular number, high priCSt. 

® render f He said therefore. ® render, offspring. 

P render, multitudes. ^ render, must. 

^ literally, tuniCS I it is the inner garment. ® omit. 


counted still as having the office : he cer- 
tainly (John xviii. 13) exercised the power, 
— and had influence enough to procure the 
actual high priesthood Jive of his sons, 
after his own deposition, Jos. Antt. xx. 9. 
1. A substitute, or deputy to the high 
priest (called by the Talmudists Sagan), 
appears to have been usual, — see 2 Kings 
XXV. 18 ; and Annas would thus be able to 
evade the Roman appointment, and keep 
the authority. the word of God 

came . . .] See John i. 33. 3 — 6.] 

Matt. hi. 1. Mark i. 4, where see note on 
the baptism of repentance. 5, 6.] 

are peculiar to Luke. They are nearly 
verbatim from the LXX in the Alexandrine 


copy. 7 — 9.] Matthew, w. 7 — 10. John’s 
speech is verbatim as Matthew, except that 
fruits is singular, and 'Hhink noV in Mat- 
thew is beg^ not in Luke. This indicates a 
common origin of this portion, which how- 
ever is still thus slightly deflected ; and 
let it be borne in mind that the slighter 
the deflection, the more striking the inde- 
pendence of the Evangelists. 8. begin 
not to say] He cuts oft* even the attempt 
to excuse tliemselves. 10 — 14.] Pecu- 

liar to Luke. 10.] Olshauseu refers 
to the answer to a similar question under 
the N. T. dispensation, Acts ii. 37. See 
also Acts xvi. 30 ; xxii. 10. Leeds of 
justice and charity are the very first fruits 
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of him, saying, And what ^ shall we do ? And he said unto 
r L4v.*iix. them. Do violence to no man, ^ neither accuse ai^y falsely ; 
and be content with your wages. And as the people 
were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts 
of J ohn, whether he were the Christ, or not ; John 
answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 
water ; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to imloose : he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire : ^7 whose fan is in 
hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and ^ will 
gather the wheat into his garner ; but the chaff he will 
burn with fire unquenchable, And many other things 
in his exhortation preached he unto the people. But 
Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias 
his brother Philip’s wdfe, and for all the evils which Herod 
had done, added yet this above all, that he shut up John 

in prison, jn^ow when all the people were baptized, it 
came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 
the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came 
from heaven, which said. Thou art my beloved Son ; in 
thee I am weU pleased. ^3 j himself ^ began to he 

^ render, must. 

t render, was about thirty years of age when he began [his minis- 

try]. 

of repentance ; see Micah vi. 8. 12.] of John’s boldness in rebuking Herod, with 

publicans, see on Matt. v. 48. 14.] ibis slight variation, that whereas in Mark 

soldiers— properly, men on march : but Herod heard liim gladly, and did many 
this need not be pressed, only that they things in consequence, here the rebuke for 
were soldiers serving in an army. Who general profligacy seems to have contri- 
these were, we have no means of deter- huted to his imprisonment. These ac- 
mining. Certainly not soldiers of the army counts however, though perfectly distinct, 
which Herod Antipas sent against Aretas, are by no means inconsistent. The same 
his father-in-law ; — see notes on Matt. xiv. rebukes which stung Herod’s conscience 
1 ff. neither accuse any falsely] The and aided the desire to imprison John, 
way in which soldiers would be likely to might work on that conscience, and cause 
act the part of informers, would he by the wish to hear more from the man of 
laying vexatious charges of disaffection God. Y y. Id, 2>0 in anticipation of yfhsit 
against persons. 15 — 17.] Ver. 15 is follows; which is in St. Luke’s manner; 

peculiar to Luke, but is equivalent to see ch. i. 80. 21, 22 J Matt. iii. 13— 

John i. 19 — 25. iu expectation, — 17. Mark i. 9 — 11. St. Luke’s account is 

i. e. that John would declare himself. much more concise than usual, and wholly 

16, 17.] Matt. iii. 11, 12. Mark i. 7, 8. indei)endent of the others; see note on 
John i. 26, 27. The four accounts are cog- Mark i. 10 : we have here however three 
nate, but vary in expression and arrange- additional particulars — 1. that all the 
ment : ver. l7 is nearly verbatim as Mat- people had been baptized before the Lord’s 
thew. latchet] the lace, or thong baptism ; 2. that He was praying at the 

with which the sand^ was fastened. time of the descent of the Spirit ; 3. that 

18 — 20.] Luke only ; containing the cor- the Spirit appeared vn a bodily form. On 
roboration of the account in Mark vi. 20 (3), see note at Matt. iii. 16, § 2. 
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“ about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) " the m^se^Nun^lv. 
son of Josgph, wliicli was the son of Heli, 2 ^ which was the nSktt.xiu.bs. 
son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the 
son of Melchi, which was the son of Jannae, which was 
the Son of Joseph, which was the son of Mattathias, 
which was the son of Amos, which was the son of Naum, 
which was the son of Esli, which was the son of Nagga3, 
which was the son of Maath, which was the son of 
Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the 


23—88.] Genealogy of our Lord. 
Peculiar to Luke. 23.] Jesus was 
about thirty years old when He began 
(His ministry) : not, as A. V. ^ began to be 
about,' &c., which is ungrammatical. This 
is the interpretation of Origen, Euthymius, 
and the best commentators. Sec Acts i. 1. 

This about thirty admits of con- 
siderable latitude, but only in one direc- 
tion ; viz. over thirty years. He could not 
well be under, seeing that this was the 
appointed age for the commencement of 
public service of God by the Levites; see 
reference to Numbers. If no other 

proof were in existence of the total inde- 
2>endence of the present Oospels of St. Mat- 
thew and St. I/uke, their genealogies would 
furnish what I conceive to be an unde- 
niable one. Is it possible that either of 
these Evangelists could have set down his 
genealogy with that of the other before 
him ? Would no remark have been made 
on their many, and (on such a supposition) 
unaccountable variations ? It is (juite be- 
side the purpose of the present Commen- 
tary to attempt to reconcile the two. It 
has never yet been accomplished ; and 
every endeavour to do it has violated cither 
ingenuousness or common sense. I shall, 
as in similar cases, only indicate the land- 
marks which may serve to guide us to all 
that is possible for us to discover concern- 
ing them. (1) The two genealogies arc 
both the line of Joseph, and not of Mary. 
Whether Mary were an heiress or not, 
Luke's words here preclude the idea of the 
genealogy being her*s ; for the descent of 
the Lord is transferred putatively to Joseph 
by the as was supposed, before the genea- 
logy begins ; and it would be unnatural to 
suppose that the reckoning, which began 
with the real mother, would, after such 
transference, pass back through her to her 
father again, as it must do, if the genealogy 
be her*s. The attempts of many to 

make it appear that the genealogy is that 
of Mary, reading * the son (as sup- 
posed of Joseph, but in reality) of Heli, 
are, as Meyer has ^ew», quite uo- 


successful; see Dr. Mill's vindication of 
the Genealogies, p. 180 ff., for the history 
of this opinion. (2) St. Luke appears to 
have taken this genealogy entire from some 
authority before him, in which the expres- 
sion Son of God, as applied to Christ, was 
made good by tracing it up, as here, 
through a regular ascent of progenitors till 
we come to Adam, who was, but here again 
inexactly, the son of God. This seems much 
more probable than that St. Luke should, 
for his Gentile readers, have gone up to the 
origin of the human race instead of to 
Abraham. I cannot imagine any such pur- 
j) 08 e definitely present in the mind of the 
Evangelist. This view is confirmed by 
the entirely insulated situation of the gene- 
alogy here, between ver. 23 and ch. iv. 1. 
(3) The points of divergence between the 
genealogies arc, — in Matthew the father of 
Joseph is Jacob— in Luke, Heli; this gives 
rise to difierent lists (except two common 
names, Zorobabel and Salathiel) up to 
David, where the accounts coincide again, 
and remain identical up to Abraham, where 
Matthew ceases. (4) Here, as elsewhere, I 
believe that the accounts might be recon- 
ciled, or at all events good reason might 
be assigned for their differing, if we were 
in possession of data on which to proceed ; 
but here, as elsewhere, we are not. For 
who shall reproduce the endless combina- 
tions of elements of confusion, which might 
creep into a genealogy of this kind ? St. 
Matthew's, we know, is squared so as to 
form three groups of fourteens, by the 
omission of several generations ; how can 
we tell that some similar step, unknown to 
us, may not have been taken with the one 
before us ? It was common among the 
Jews for the same man to bear difeent 
names; how do we know how often this 
may occur among the immediate progeni- 
tors of Joseph ? The marriage of a brother 
with a brother's wife to raise up seed 
(which then might be accomited to either 
husband) was common ; how do we 
know liow often tliis may have contri- 
buted to produce variations in the terms 
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son of Joseph., which was the son of ^Juda^ ^7 which 

was the son of ^ Joanna^ which was the son^pf Ehesa, 

which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the son of 

Salathiel, which was the son of Neri, which was the son 

of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which was the son 

of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which was the 

son of Er, 29 which was the son of ^ Jose, which was the 

son of Eliezer, which was the son of J orim, which was the 

son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was 

the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was 

the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was 

the son of Eliakim, which was the son of Melea, which 

was the son of * Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, 

ozech.xii ia. which was the son of ® Nathan, p which was the son of 

i chron.iii. 32 <1 which was the son of Jesse, which was the son 

I'chron. of y Obcd, which was the son of Booz, which was the son of 

Salmon, which was the son of Naasson, which was the 

son of Aminadab, which was the son of * Aram, which was 

the son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was 

the son of Juda, which was the son of Jacob, which was 

r^n.xi.24, Isauc, whicli was the son of Abraham, ^ which 

was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, 

which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of 

Eagau, which was the son of Phalec, which was the son of 

8 see Gen. xi. Hcbcr, which wus the son of Sala, ® which was the son of 
12 . . 

* Cainariy which was the son of Arphaxad, ^ which was the 

^ ready Joda, read, Joanan. 

some ancient authorities have, JesUS. * or, Menna. 

y some ancient authorities read, Jobcd. 

z the readings are very various and uncertain. Most of the ancient MSS. havCy 

Admin, which was the son of Arni. 

** most ancient authorities have, Cainam, 


of a genealogy ? With all these ele- 

ments of confusion, it is quite as pre- 
sumptuous to pronounce the genealogies 
discrepant, as it is over-curious and un- 
critical to attempt to reconcile them. It 
may, suffice us that they are inserted in 
the Gospels as authentic documents, and 
both of them merely to clear the Davidical 
descent of the putative father of the Lord. 
His own real Davidical descent does not 
depend on either of them, but must be 
solely derived through his mother. See 
much interesting investigation of the 
various solutions and traditions, in Dr. 
Mill’s tract referred to above : and in 


Lord A. Hervey’s work on the Genealogies 
of our Lord. 27.] of Salathiel . . . 

of Neri : in Matt. i. 12, Jeconias begat 
Salathiel.” 81.] Nathan : see 2 Sam. 
V. 14 ; 1 Chron. iii. 5 : Zech. xii. 12. 

36. Cainam] This name does not exist in 
our present Hebrew text, but in the LXX, 
Gen. X. 24 ; xi. 12, 13, and furnishes a 
curious instance of one of two things — 
either (1) the corruption of our present 
Hebrew text in these chronological pas- 
sages; or (2) the incorrectness of the 
LXX, and notwithstanding that, the high 
reputation which it had obtained in so 
short a time, Lightfoot holds the latter 
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son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son 
of Lamech,^ ^7 which was the son of Mathusala, which was 
the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was 
the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, S8 which 
was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which 
was the son of Adam, which was the son of God. « oon. v. i. 2 . 

IV. 1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned 
from Jordan, and ^was led ^by the Spirit "^into the^'^^J'*^ 
wilderness, ^ being forty days tempted of the devil. And 
^ in those days he did eat nothing : and when they were xxxiv. 
ended, he [® qfterward~\ hungered. ^ And the devil said »• 
imto him. If thou be the Son of God, command this stone 
that it be made bread. ^ And Jesus answered him, 

say in g~\y ® It is written that man shall not live by bread c dkut. viu. s. 
alone[®, hut by every word of God']. ^ And the devil,] 
taking him up \f into an high mountain], shewed unto him 
aU the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 

® And the devil said unto him. All this power will I give 

literally y in the Spirit : see note, ^ render , ill. 

® omitted hy several very ancient authorities, 

^ omit, and render, hc shewed heloto. 


alternative : bnt I own I think the former 
more probable. See on the whole ques- 
tion of the appearance of this second 
Cainam(n) among the ancestors of our 
Lord, Lord A. Hervey’s work above cited, 
ch. viii., in which, with much research and 
acuteness, he has endeavoured to shew that 
the name was probably interpolated here, 
and got from hence into the LXX. Cer- 
tainly it appears not to have existed in the 
earliest copies of that version. 

Chap. IV. 1 — 13.] Temptation of 
Jesus. Matt. iv. 1 — 11. Mark i. 12, 13. 
Ver. 1 is peculiar to Luke, and very im- 
portant. Our Lord was now full of the 
Holy Ghost, and in that fulness He is led 
up to combat with the enemy. He has 
arrived at the fulness of the stature of per- 
fect man, outwardly and spiritually. And 
as when His Church was inaugurated by 
the descent of the Spirit in His fulness, so 
now, the first and fittest weapon for the 
combat is “ the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God."' The discourse of Peter 
in Acts ii., like our Lord’s replies here, is 
grounded in the testimony of the Scripture. 

The accounts of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke (St. Mark’s is principally a compen- 
dium) are distinct ; see notes on Matthew 
and Mark. 2.] The literal rendering 


of the present text will be: Jesas . . . 
was led by {in, in the pSwer of) the Spirit 
in the wilderness, being tempted (i. e. be- 
cause he was tempted) during forty days 
by the devil. So that St. Luke, as also 
St, Mark, implies that the temptation 
continued the whole forty days. 
he did eat nothing testifies to the strict- 
ness in which the term ‘ fasted ’ must bo 
taken. 3.] this stone, pointing to 

some particular stone — command that it 
become a loaf (so literally). 4.] The 
citation is given in full by St. Matthew. 

6.] There can be little doubt 
that the order in Matthew, in which this 
temptation is placed IcLst, is to be adhered 
to in our expositions of the Temptation. 
No definite notes of succession are given in 
our text, but they are by Matthew : see 
notes there. Some suppose tliat the inver- 
sion has been made as suiting better the 
requirements of probability : it seeming 
more natural that our Lord should be first 
taken to the mountain and then to Jeru- 
salem, than the converse. 6.] Satan 

is set forth to us in Scripture as the •prince, 
or god of this world, — by our Lord Him- 
self, John xii. 31; xiv. 30; xvi. 11 by 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 4 (Eph. vi. 12). On 
the signification of this temptation, see 
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thee, and the glory of them: for ‘^that is delivered unto 
xiu.2,7. whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If f^hou there- 

fore wilt worship ^ me^ all shall be thine. 8 ^^d Jesus 
answered and said unto him, [? Get thee behind me, Satan : 
eDK^T.vi.i8;y’^;.j ®it is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve. ® And he brought him to 
Jerusalem, and set him on pinnacle of the temple, and 
said unto him. If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
fP8A.xci.ii. down from hence : for ^it is written, He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee : and in their 

hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. And Jesus answering said 
g deut. Vi. 16 . unto him, ^ It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. And when the devil had ended all the temptation, 

departed from him **for a season. 

1"^ And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
^ render^ before me. omit. ^ render, the. 


notes on Matthew. 8.] If tlie words 
“ Get thee behind me, Satan ** had been 
here, as in A. V., St. Luke could hardly 
have left the record as it stands: this 
being the first direct recognition by our 
Lord of His foe, after which, and in 
obedience to which command, he departs 
from Him. 10.] to keep thee is 

wanting in Matthew. The LXX, follow- 
ing the Hebrew, adds “ in all thy ways.’* 
13.] for a season ; see on Matthew, 
ver. 11, and note on ch. xxii. 53. 

14 — 32.] Circuit of Galilee. Teach- 
ing, AND REJECTION, AT Nazareth. Pe- 
culiar to Luke in this form : but see Matt, 
iv. 12 — 25 ; xiii. 53 — 58, and the parallel 
place in Mark, and note below. 14.] in 
the power of that full anointing of the 
Spirit for His holy office, which He had 
received at His baptism : and also imply- 
ing that this power was used by Him in 
doing mighty works. Here the chrono- 
logical order of St. Luke’s history begins to 
be confused, and the first evident marks 
occur of indefiniteness in arrangement, 
which I believe characterizes this Gospel. 
And in observing this, I would once for 
all premise, (1) that I have no bias for 
finding such chronological inaccuracy, and 
have only done so where no fair and honest 
means will solve the difficulty; (2) that 
where internal evidence appears to me to 
decide this to be the case, I have taken 
the only way open to a Commentator 
who would act uprightly by the Scrip- 
tures, and fairly acknowledged and met 
the difficulty; (3) that so far from con- 


sidering the testimony of the Evangelists 
to be weakened by such inaccuracies, I 
am convinced that it becomes only so 
much the stronger (see Introduction to 
the Gospels). 

These remarks have been occasioned by 
the relation of this account, vv. 14 — 30, 
to the Gospels of Matthew and John. 
Our verses 14 and 15 embrace the nar- 
rative of Matthew in ch. iv. 12 — 25. But 
after that comes an event which belongs 
to a later period of our Lord’s ministry. 
A fair comparison of our vv. 16 — 24 with 
Matt. xiii. 53 — 58, Mark vi. 1—6, entered 
on without bias, and conducted solely 
from the narratives themselves, surely can 
hardly fail to convince us of their identity. 
(1) That two such visits should have hap- 
pened, is of itself not impossible ; though 
(with the sole exception of Jerusalem for 
obvious reasons) our Lord did not ordi- 
narily revisit the places where He had 
been rejected as in our vv. 28, 29. (2) 

That He should have been thus treated 
at His first visit, and then marvelled at 
their unbelief on His second, is utterly 
impossible. (3) That the same question 
should have been asked on both occasions, 
and answered by our Lord with the same 
proverbial expression, is in the highest 
de^ee improbable. (4) Besides, this nar- 
rative itself bears internal marks of be- 
longing to a later period. The what- 
soever we have heard done in Capernaum 
must refer to more than one miracle done 
there ; indeed the whole form of the sen- 
tence points to the plain fact, that our Lord 
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* Galilee ; and there went out a fame of him through all lActgx.sr. 
the region^ound about. And he taught in their syna- 
gogues, being glorified of all. And he came to 
^Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his 23= 
custcftn was, ^he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 1 Acts xiiuu: 
day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he 
had opened the book, he found the place where it was 
written, "^The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he misA.ixi.!. 
[} hatJi] anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; he 


had been residing long in Capernaum. 
Compare too its introduction here without 
any notification, with its description as 
a city of Galilee in ver. 31, and the 
separateness of the two pieces will be 
apparent : see further remarks in the notes 
below. Here however is omitted an 

important cycle of our Lord^s sayings and 
doings, both in Galilee and Jerusalem; 
viz. that contained in John i. 29 — iv. 54 
included. This will be shewn by com- 
paring Matt. iv. 12, where it is stated that 
our Lord’s return to Galilee was after the 
casting of John into ‘prison y with John 
iii. 24, where, on occasion of the Lord and 
the disciples baptizing in Judaea, it is said, 
John was not yet cast into prison : see 
note on Matt. iv. 12. a fame] The 

report, namely, of His miracles in Caper- 
naum, wrought in the power of the Spirit y 
and possibly of what He had done and 
taught at Jerusalem at the feast. 

16.] Olshausen well remarks that this 
verse, containing a general undefined no- 
tice of our Lord’s synagogue teaching, 
quite takes from what follows any chrono- 
logical character. Indeed we find through- 
out the early part of this Gospel the same 
fragmentary stamp. Compare “ on the sab- 
bath days,** ver. 31 — “ as the people pressed 
on him,* ch. v. 1 — “ when he was in a cer- 
tain city,* ch. V. 12 — on a certain day** 
ch. V. 17 ; viii. 22 — on another sabbath f 
ch. vi. 6 — “ in these days,** ch. vi. 12, &c. 
6lc. 16.] where he had been broiight 
up is expressed by in thy country,** ver. 
23 : see John iv. 44 and note. as his 
custom was refers to the whole of what 
He did — it is not merely that He had been 
in the habit of attending the synagogues, 
but of teaching in them ; see ver. 15. It 
was apparently the first time He had ever 
so taught in the synagogue at Nazareth. 

stood up for to read] The rising up 
was probably to shew His wish to explain 


the Scripture; for so the word rendered 
read** imports. Ezra is called a reader of 
the divine law, Joseph. Antt. xi. 5. 1. The 
ordinary way was, for the ruler of the 
synagogue to call upon persons of any 
learning or note to read and explain. 
That the demand of the Lord was so 
readily complied with, is sufficiently ac- 
counted for by vv. 14, 15. See reft*. 

17.] It is doubtful whether the Kabbinical 
cycle of Sabbath readings, or lessons from 
the law and prophets, were as yet in use : 
but some regular plan was adopted; and 
according to that plan, after the reading 
of the law, which always preceded, the 
portion from the prophets came to bo read 
(see Acts xiii. 15), whi6h, for that sabbath, 
fell in the prophet Isaiah. The roll con- 
taining that book (probably, that alone) 
was given to the Lord. But it does not 
appear that He read any part of the lesson 
for the day; but when He had unrolled 
the scroll, found (the fortuitous, i. e. pro- 
vidential, finding is the most likely inter- 
pretation, not the searching for and find- 
ing) the passage which follows. No 
inference can be drawn as to the time of 
the year from this narrative ; partly on 
account of the uncertainty above men- 
tioned, and partly because it is not quite 
clear whether the roll contained only 
Isaiah, or other books also. 18 — 20.] 

The quotation agrees mainly with the 
LXX : — the words to set at liberty them 
that are bruised are inserted from the 
LXX of Isa. Iviii. 6. The meaning of this 
prophetic citation maybe better seen, when 
we remember that it stands in the middle 
of the’ third great division of the book ot 
Isaiah (ch. xlix.— Ixvi.), that, viz., which 
comprises the prophecies of the Person, 
office, sufferings, triumph, and Church of 
the Messiah;— and thus by implication 
announces the fulfilment of all that went 
before, in Him who then addressed them. 
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hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, ^ to ‘preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of ^ight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, ^ to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the 
book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. }iq began to say unto them, This 

day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 22 all bare 
nMatt.xm.64. witness, and "wondered at the ^gracious words which 
o John Vi. 42. ppoceeded out of his mouth. And they said, "Is not this 
Joseph’s son ? 23 gaid unto them. Ye will surely 

say unto me this “^proverb. Physician, heal thyself; 
whatsoever we have heard done in p Capernaum, do also 
q Matt. xiii. 64. here in ^thy country. 24 he said. Verily I say unto 
^prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But 
jkmw v.^ir. I ^ truth, ® many widows were in Israel in the 

^ better here, to proclaim. ^ render, WOrds of grace. 

^ literally, parable. 


18. The Spirit of the Lord] Sco Isa. 
xi. 2; xlii. 1. deliverance to the 

captives] See ch. xiii. 12, 16. recover- 
ing of sight to the blind] See John ix. 39. 
The Hebrew words thus rendered by the 
LXX, signify, ‘ to those who are hound, 
the opening of prison so that we have 
here the LXX and literal rendering both 
included, and the latter expressed in the 
LXX words of Isa. Iviii. 6. 19. the ac- 

ceptable year of the Lord] See Levit. 
XXV. 8 — 17, where in ver. 10 we find that 
liberty was proclaimed to all in the land 
in the year of jubilee. No countenance is 
given by this expression to the extraor- 
dinary inference from it of some of the 
Fathers (Clement of Alexandria, Origen), 
that the Lord’s public ministry lasted 
only a year, and something over. Com- 
pare John ii. 13 ; vi. 4 ; xiii. 1. 20. 

sat down] It was the custom in the syna- 
gogues to stand while reading the law, 
and sit down to explain it. Our Lord on 
other occasions taught sitting, e. g. Matt. 
V. 1 : Mark iv. 1 j xiii. 3. The minis- 
ter was the officer whose duty it was to 
keep the sacred books. 21.] he began 
to say, — implying that the following words 
are merely the substance of a more ex- 
panded discourse, which our Lord uttered 
to that effect: see another occasion in 
Matt. xi. 4, 6, where the same truth was 
declared by a series of gracious acts of 
mercy. fuliilled in your ears, viz. by 
My proclaiming it, and My course of minis- 


try. 22.] bare him witness ; i. e. 

bs^e witness to him (that it was so). 
The words of grace must be the discourse 
of which ver. 21 is a compendium, 
they said, viz. the “ alV* mentioned above, 
not merely some of them. While acknow- 
ledging the truth of what He said, and 
the power with which He said it, they 
wondered, and were jealous of Him, as 
being the son of Joseph — asking Whence 
hath this man these things see Mark vi. 
2—4. Between this verse and the next, 
the taking offence at Him is implied, for 
that is in a tone of reproof. 23.] heal 
thyself — not, ^ raise thyself from thy ob- 
scure station,^ but, exert thy powers of 
healing in thine own country, as presently 
interpreted; the Physician being repre- 
sented as an inhabitant of Nazareth, and 
thyself including His own citizens in it. 
Stier remarks, that the reproach was re- 
peated under the Cross, Then, with a 
strictly individual application. On the 
miracles previously wrought in Capernaum, 
see note on ver. 14. That in John iv. 
47 — 53 was one such. 24.] See John 
iv. 44 and note. And (or, but) he 
said] A formula usual with St. Luke ; and 
indicating, if I mistake not, the passing to 
a different source of information, or at 
least a break in the record, if from the 
same source. 28.] Our Lord brings 
forward instances where the two greatest 
prophets in Israel were not directed to act 
in accordance with the proverb, ‘ Physician, 
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days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, when great famine was throughout all the 
land; unto none of them was Elias sent, save 

unto Sarepta [, city'] of oo Sidoriy \mto a woman that was a 
widow. ^ And many lepers were in Israel in the time 1 2 Kings v. u. 
of P Eliseus the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed, 
saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the syna- 
gogue, when they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, 29 and rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and 
led him unto the brow of the hiU whereon their city was 
built, that they might cast him down headlong, so But 
he '^passing through the midst of them went his way, 

SI and came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and 


render, and. 
read, Sidonia. 

hoal thyself : ’ but their miraculous powers 
exerted on those who were strangers to 
God^s inheritance. three years and 
six months] So also in James v. 17 ; — but 
in 1 Kings xviii. 1 we find that it was in 
the third year that the Lord commanded 
Elijah to shew himself to Ahab, for He 
would send rain on the earth. But it docs 
not appear from what time this third year 
is reckoned, — or at what time of the year, 
with reference to the usual former and 
latter rains, the drought caused by Elijah’s 
prayer began [it apparently had begun 
some time before the prophet was sent to 
be miraculously sustained, as this very fact 
implies failure of the ordinary means of 
sustenance] ; and thus, without forming 
any fhrther hypothesis, we have latitude 
enough given for the three and a half 
years, which seems to have been the exact 
time. This period is one often recurring 
in Jewish record and in prophecy : see 
Daniel vii. 25 ; xii. 7 : Eev. xi. 2, 3 ; xii. 6, 
14; xiii. 5. Inghtfoot produces more in- 
stances from the Rabbinical writers. “ The 
period of three years and a half, zr 42 
mouths or 1260 days, had an ominous 
sound in the ears of an Israelite, being the 
time of this famine, and of the duration of 
the desolation of the temple under Antio- 
chua.” Words w. 26.] Sarepta, now 

Siirafend, — a large village, inland, halfway 
between Tyre and Sidon: — the ancient 
city seems to have been on the coast. 

27.] Stier remarks, that these two examples 
have a close parallelism with those of the 
Syro-Phcenician woman (Mark vii. 26) and 
the ruler’s son at Capernaum (John iv. 46). 

28 — 80.] The same sort of rage 
posstss.ad the Jews^ Acts xxii. 22, on a 


® omit : not in the original. 

P that is, Elisha. 

similar truth being announced to them. 
This whole occurrence, whenever it hap- 
pened in our Lord’s ministry, was but a 
foreshadowing of His treatment afterwards 
from the nation of the Jews — a foretaste 
of “ He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not*^ (John i. 11). The 
modern Nazareth is at a distance of about 
two English miles from what is called the 
Mount of Precipitation; nor is it built 
literally on the Irow of that mount or 
hill. But (1) neither ’does the narrative 
preclude a considerable distance having 
been traversed, during which they had our 
Lord in their custody, and were hurrying 
with him to the edge of the ravine; nor 
(2) is it at all necessary to suppose the city 
built on the hrow, but only on the moun- 
tain, or range of hills, of which the hrow 
forms a part — which it is. Our Lord’s 
passing through the midst of them is 
evidently miraculous : the circumstances 
were difeent from those in John viii. 60, 
where the expression is “ Se hid himself 
and went out of the temple:” see note 
there. Here, the Nazarenes had Him ac- 
tually in their custody. 31 f.] Mark 
i. 21, 22. The view maintained with re- 
gard to the foregoing occurrence in the 
preceding notes, of course precludes the 
notion that it was the reason of our hordes 
change of hahiiation to Capernaum. In 
fact that change, as remarked on ver. 14, 
had been made some time before : and it is 
hardly possible that such an expression as 
“ jHe came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up” should be used, if He still 
resided there. The words a city of Galilee 
come in unnaturally after the mention of 
Capernaum in ver. 23, and evidently shew 
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taught them on the sabbath days. And they were 
astonished at his doctrine : ^ for his word was with power. 
33 in the synagogue there was a man, which had a 
spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 
3^ saying, Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth ? *1 art thou come to destroy us ? 
^pfitV.io. know thee who thou art; ’^the Holy One of God. 

35 ^nd Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and 
come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in 
the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 36 
they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, 
saying, ^ JFhat a word is this! for with authority and 
power he commandeth the unclean spirits^ and they come out, 
37 And ® the fame of him went out into every place of the 
country round about. 38 And he arose out of the syna- 
gogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s 
wife’s mother was taken with a great fever; and they 
besought him for her. 39 And he stood over her, and 
rebuked the fever ; and it left her : and immediately she 
arose and ministered unto them. ^ Now when the sun 
was setting, all they that had any sick with divers 
diseases brought them unto him ; and he laid his hands on 

^ more prohahPj, thou art come to destroy us. 

r render, What word is this, that with authority and power he 
commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out P 

8 render, a report concerning him. 


that this was ori^nally intended to be the 
first mention of the place. What may 
have been the reason of the change of 
abode is quite uncertain. It seems to 
have included the whole family, except the 
sisters, who may have been married at 
Nazareth, — see note on John ii. 12, and 
Matt. iv. 13. came down, — see also 
John ii. 12, — because Nazareth lay high, 
and Capernaum on the sea of Galilee. 

83 — 87.] Healing oe a demoniac in 
THE STNAGOGVE AT Capeenatjm:. Mark 
i. 23 — 28, where see notes. Tlie two ac- 
counts are very closely cognate — being the 
same narrative, only slightly deflected ; not 
more, certainly, than might have arisen 
from oral repetition by two persons, at 
some interval of time, of what they had 
received in the same words. 85.] hurt 
him not is here only. St. Mark’s expres- 
sion, rendered “ torn,** may mean ‘ having 
convulsed him* — and our text, * without 
doing him hodilg injury* 


38—41.] Healing of Simon’s wife’s 

MOTHEK, AND MANY OTHERS. Matt. viii. 

14—17. Mark i. 29-34. Our account 
has only a slight additional detail, which 
is interesting however as giving another 
side of an eye-witness’s evidence— it is, he 
stood over her. Now this is implied in 
laying hold of her hand, as she was in bed ; 
which particulars are both mentioned by 
St. Matthew and St. Mark : — this being 
one of those many cases where the altera- 
tion of the one expression into the other is 
utterly inconceivable. 38. a great fever] 

An epithet used by St. Luke, as a 'physician ; 
for, as Galen observes, physicians divided 
fevers into great and small. Bleek doubts 
this, and understands it only of the in- 
tensity of the fever. 40.] be laid his 
hands on every one of them, is a detail 
peculiar to Luke, and I believe indicating 
the same as above : as also the crying out 
and saying, implied in the other Evange- 
lists, but not expressed. 
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every one of them, and healed them. y And devils also yMarkw.n. 
came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art 

Christ^ Son of God. And *he rebuking them xver. 84,86. 

suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was 
Christ. And when it was day, he departed and went 
into a desert place: and the people sought him, and 
came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart 
from them. ^ And he said unto them, I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also : for therefore ^ am \ 
sent. ^ And he ^ preached in the synagogues of 
^ Galilee, 

V. 1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed 
upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake 

t omit. ^ render, multitudes. 

V read, was. ^ render. Continued preaching. 

* most of the ancient authorities read, Judaea. 
many ancient authorities read, and heard. 


42 — 44.] Jesxjs, being sought out in 
His eetikement, preaches through- 
out JuDJSA. Mark i. 35 — 39. The dis- 
similitude in wording of these two accounts 
is one of the most striking instances in 
the Gospels, of variety found in the same 
narration. Wliile the matter related (with 
one remarkable exception, see below) is 
nearly identical, the only words common 
to the two are into a desert (or solitary, 
the word is the same) place. 42.] 
the multitudes are ‘‘ Simon and they that 
were with him ** in Mark. The great 

number of sick which were brought to the 
Lord on the evening before, and this 
morning, is accounted for by some from 
His departure having been fixed on and 
known beforehand : but it is perhaps more 
simple to view it as the natural result of 
the efiect of the healing of the daemoniac 
in the synagogue, on the popular mind. 

44.] See Matt. iv. 23 — 25 and notes. 

This verse is a formal close to this 
section of the narrative, and chronologi- 
cally separates it from what follows. 

The reading Judeea must, on any intelli^- 
ble critical principles, be adopted. So far, 
however, being plain, I confess that all 
attempts to explain the fact seem to me 
futile. The three Evangelists relate no 
ministry in Judsea, with this single excep- 
tion. And our narrative is thus brought 
into the most startling discrepancy with 
that of St. Mark, in wliich unquestionably 
the same portion of the sacred history is 
related. Still, these are considerations 
which must not weigh in the least degree 
VoL. I. 


with the critic. It is his province simply 
to track out what is the sacred text, not 
what, in his own feeble and partial judg- 
ment, it ought to have been. 

Chap. V. 1—11.] The miraculous 

DRAUGHT OF FISHES. CaLL OF PeTEB 
AND THE SONS OF Zebedee. The qucs* 
tion at once meets us, jN'hether this ac- 
count, in its form here peculiar to Luke, 
is identical in its subject-matter with 
Matt. iv. 18—22, and Mark i. 16 — 20. 
With regard to this, we may notice the 
following particulars. (1) Some suppose 
this to be the first meeting of our Lord 
with Simon Peter. But it must be, I 
think, the inference of most readers, that 
a previous and close relation had subsisted 
between them before. Peter calls Him 
Master and Lord; evidently (ver. 5, end) 
expects a miracle ; and follows Him, with 
his partners, without any present express 
command so to do. Still all this 

might be, and yet the account might be 
identical with the others. For our Lord 
had known Peter before this, John i. 41 
flf. ; and, in all probability, as one of His 
disciples. And although there is here no 
express command to follow, yet the words 
in ver. 10 may be, and are probably in- 
tended to be, equivalent to one. (2) That 
the Evangelist evidently intends this ^ 
the first apostolic calling of Peter and his 
companions. The expressions in ver. 11 
could not otherwise have been used. (3) 
That there is yet tlic supposition, that 
the accounts in Matthew and Mark may 
be a shorter way of recounting this by pcr-> 
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of Gennesaret, 2 and saw two y ships standing by the 
lake : but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing their nets. ^ ^nd he entered into one of the 
ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would 
thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down^ and 
taught * the people out of the ship. ^ Now when he had 
ajohnixi.o. left Speaking, he said unto Simon, ® Launch out into the 
deep, and let down your nets for a draught. ^ And Simon 
answering said unto him. Master, ^^ve have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing : neyertheless at thy word I 
will let down the net. ® And when they had this done, 
they inclosed a great multitude of fishes : and ^ their net 
brake. 7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which 
were in the other ship, that they should come and help 
them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that 


y many ancient copies havCy boats. 

2 render, the multitudes. 

^ render, we toiled all the night, and took nothing. 
^ read and render, their nets Were bursting. 


sons who ^cere not aware of these circum- 
stances. But then such a supposition will 
not consist with that high degree of autho- 
rity in those accounts, which I believe them 
to have : see note on Mark. (4) It seems 
to me that the truth of the matter is nearly 
this : — that this event is distinct from, and 
happened at a later period than, the call- 
ing in Matthew and Mark ’, but that the 
four Apostles, when our Lord was at 
Capernaum, followed their occupation as 
fishermen. There is every thing to shew, 
in our account, that the calling had pre- 
viously taken place ,* and the closing of it 
by the expression in ver. 11 merely indi- 
cates what there can be no difficulty in 
seeing even without it, that our present 
account is an imperfect one, written by 
one who found thus much recorded, and 
knowing it to be part of the history of the 
calling of the Apostles, appended to it the 
fact of their leaving all and following the 
Lord. As to the repetition of the assu- 
rance in ver. 10, I see no more in it than 
this, which appears also from other pas- 
sages in the Gospels, that the Apostles, as 
such, were not called or ordained at any 
special moment, or by any one word of 
power alone ; but that in their case as 
well as ours, there was line upon line, 
precept upon precept ; and that what was 
said generally to all four on the former 
occasion, by words only, was repeated to 
Peter on this, not only in words, but bv a 


miracle. Does his fear, as expressed in 
ver. 8, besides the reason assigned, indicate 
some previous slowness, or relaxation of 
his usually earnest attachment, of which 
he now becomes deeply ashamed ? (5) It 

is also to be noticed that there is no 
chronological index to this narrative con- 
necting it with what precedes or follows. 
It cannot well (sec ver. 8) have taken 
place after the healing of Peter’s wife’s 
mother; and (ver. 1) must have been after 
the crowd had now become accustomed to 
hear the Lord teach. (6) Also, that there 
is no mention of Andrew here, as in ver. 
10 there surely would have been, if lie had 
been present. (7) It will be seen how wholly 
irrcconcileable either of the suppositions is 
with the idea that St. Luke used the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, or that of St. Mark, in 
compiling his own. 2.] were washiiig 
their nets — indicating that their labour 
for that time was finished : see ver. 5. 

4. j Launch out is, in the original, singular, 
as addressed to Peter alone, who was the 
steersman of his ship ; let down is plural, 
as addressed to the fishermen in the ship 
collectively. So below also, I will let 
down, of the director; — when they had 
this done, of the doers of the act. 

5. ] all the night, — the ordinary time of 

fishing ; — see John xxi. 3. 6.] were 

bursting, i. e. had begun to burst. 

7.] They heeJeoned, on account of the dis- 
tance; or perhaps for the reason given by 
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they began to sink. ® When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ^ Depart from me ; for I am 
a sinful man, 0 Lord. ^ For ®he was astonished, and all 
that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which 
the/ had taken : and so was also James, and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said imto Simon, Fear not; ®from henceforth 
thou shalt ^ catch men. And when they had brought 
their ships to land, ‘^they forsook all, and followed him. dMatt.iv. 20 : 

loif* • •• xlx. 27 . Mark 

And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, 
behold a man full of leprosy : who seeing Jesus fell on his 
face, and besought him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And he put forth his hand, and 
touched him, saying, I will : be thou ® clean. And 
immediately the leprosy departed from him. And he 
charged him to tell no man : but go, and shew thyself to 
the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, ® according as ® 

Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. But so 
much the more went there ^a fame abroad of him: ^and JKK 

® literally, astonishment encompassed him. 

d letter, be a catcher of, 

® render, made clcan. It ifi the same word as before. This correction should 
have been made in Matt, viii. 3 : Mark i. 41. * 

t render, the. 

Euthymius, not being able to speak from madest bim to have dominion over the 
their amazement and fear. 8. j Depart works of Thy hands ; Thou hast put all 
from me, i. e. from my ship. The speech things under His feet .... the fowl of 
is in exact keeping with the quick discern- the air, and the fish of the sea, and what- 
inent, and expression of feeling, of Peter’s soever walketh through the paths of the 
character. Similar sayings are found Exod. seas’ (vv. 6, 8).” 10.] thoa shalt be 

XX. 18, 19; Judg. xiii. 22; 1 Kings xvii. a catcher of men: — compare, and indeed 
18; Isa. vi. 5; Dan. x. 17. This sense throughout this miracle, the striking 
of unworthiness and self-loathing is ever parallel, and yet contrast, in John xxi. — 
the effect, in the depths of a heart not with its injunction, ‘ Feed My lambs* 
utterly hardened, of the Divine Power and ‘ Shepherd My sheep* given to the same 
presence. ** Below this, is the utterly pro- Peter ; its net which did not burst : and 
fane state, in which there is no contrast, the minute and beautiful appropriateness 
no contradiction felt, between the holy and of each will be seen : this, at, or near, the 
the unholy, between God and man. Above commencement of the apostolic course ; 
it, is the state of grace, in which the con- that, at how different, and how fitting a 
tradiction is felt, the deep gulf perceived, time ! 

which divides between sinful man and an 12 — 16.] Healing op a leper. Matt, 

holy God, — yet it is felt that this gulf is viii. 2 — 4. Mark i. 40 — 45. In Matthew 
bridged over, — that it is possible for the placed immediately after the Sermon on 
two to meet, — that in One who is sharer the Mount : in Mark and here, without 
with both, they have already been brought any note of time. See notes on Matthew, 
together.” Trench on the Miracles. The 12.] full of leprosy (a touch of medical 

same writer remarks of the miracle itself, accuracy from the beloved physician) im- 
“ Christ here appears as the ideal man, the plies the soreness of the disease. 15.] 
second Adam of the eighth Psalm ; * Thou The reason of this is stated in Mark, ver» 

Y 2 
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great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed 
Am] of their infirmities. he ^withdrew 

himself into the wilderness^ and prayed. 

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was 
teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of th^ law 
sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, 
and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord 
was present ^ to heal them, And, behold, men brought 
^ in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy : and they 
sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. 

And when they could not find by what way they might 
bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the 
housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his 
couch into the midst before Jesus, when he saw 

their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven 
thee. 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to 
reason, saying. Who is this which speaketh blasphemies ? 
*"£1; SuLM. **^^0 can forgive sins, but God alone? 22 when 
Jesus perceived their ^thoughts, he answering said unto 
them. What reason ye in your hearts ? 23 11 Whether is 

easier, to say. Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say. Pise 
up and walk ? 24 But that ye may know that the Son of 

? omit. 

1^ render, But he Continued in retirement in the desert places, and 
praying. 

1 several ancient authorities have, for his healing, i, e. so that he exercised it 
in the direction of healing. ^ render, upon. 

1 literally, reasonings. It is the noun formed from the verb rendered reason 
in verses 21, 22. 1^ i. e. which of the two. 

45, to be the disobedience of the leper to events in Matt. viii. to be related out of 
the Lord’s command. 16.] and pray- their order. 17.] out of every town ; 
ing is peculiar to Luke, as often : see ch. not to be pressed : as we say, from all 
iii. 21 ; vL 12 ; ix. 18 ; xi. 1. This parts. the power of the Lord] Does 
verse breaks off the sequence of the narra- this mean the power of Qod — or the power 
tive. of the Lord, i.e. Jesus? Meyer remarks 

17 — 26.] Healing- of a paealttic. that St. Luke uses the Lord frequently for 
Matt. ix. 2 — 8. Mark ii. 1 — 12. This mi- Jesus, but always with the Greek definite 
racle is introduced by the inde^ite words, article : so in ch. vii. 13 ; x. 1 ; xi. 39; xii. 
and it come to pass on a certain day. In 42, al. fr. : — but the same word without the 
Matt. viii. 5 — ix. 1, a series of incidents article, for the Most Sigh ; so here, and in 
are interposed. Our Lord there appears ch. i. 11, 38, 58, 66 ; ii. 9 ; iv. 19 ; whence 
to have returned from the country of the we conclude that the meaning is, the 
Gadarenes and the miracle on the daemo- power of God (working in the Lord Jesus) 
luac there, to ‘ Sis own city,' i. e. Caper- was in the direction of His healing ; i. e. 
naum. The order in Mark is the same as wrought so that He exercised the powers 
here, and his narrative contains the only of healing : and then a case follows, 
decisive note of sequence (ch. iv. 35), 18.] Borne of four, Mark. 19.] This 

which determines his order and that in the description is that of an eye-witness, 
text to have been the actual one, and the 20.] On their faith see note on Matthew, 
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man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, he said unto 
the sick the palsy, I say unto thee, Arise, and take up 
thy couch, and go into thine house. And immediately 
he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, 
and* departed to his own house, glorifying God. ^6 
“ they were all amazed^ and they glorified God, and were 
filled with fear, saying. We have seen strange things to 
day. 

^7 And after these things he went forth, and ^ saw a 
publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: 
and he said unto him. Follow me. 28 ]ie left all, 
rose up, and followed him. 29 Jjqyi made him a 

great feast in his [o oiori\ house : and * there was a great i ch. iv. i. 
company of publicans and of others that P sat down with 
them. But their scribes and Pharisees murmured 
against his disciples, saying. Why do ye eat and drink 
with publicans and sinners ? And J esus answering 
said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician ; 
but they that are sick. ^2 k j eame not to call the kiTim.i.i5. 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. And they said 
unto him, Why do"] the disciples of John fast often, and 
make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees ; 
but thine eat and drink ? ^ And he said unto them. 

Can ye make the ® children of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them ? ^5 the days will come, 

when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days. And he spake also a 

^ literally, amazement seized them all. ^ render, beheld. 

® not expressed in the original, P render. Were sitting at meat. 

q these words are omitted hy many ancient authorities, and the sentence read as an 
assertion, 

^ read, But JesuS. ® render, SOUS. 


ver. 2; also on are forgiven. 26,] 
strange things — literally, things heyond 
our expectation. Compare the close of the 
accounts in Matthew and Mark. 

27 — 39.] Calling of Levi. Question 
EESPECTING FASTING. Matt. ix. 9 — 17. 
Mark ii. 13 — 22. For all common matter, 
— the discussion of the identity of Mat- 
thew and Levi, &c. — see notes on Matthew 
and Mark. I here only notice what is 
peculiar to Luke. 27.] not merely 
* He saw* but He looked on, — He ob- 
served. 28.] left all: not merely, 

‘ left his hoohs and implements* hut the 
expression is generally used, and imports 


not so much a present objective relinquish- 
ment, as the mind with which he rose to 
follow. 29.] This fact is only ex- 

pressly mentioned here — but may be di- 
rectly inferred firom Mark, and remotely 
from Matthew. See on Matthew, ver. 10. 

33.] On the difference in the persons 
who ask this question, see on Matthew and 
Mark. and make prayers: see ch. 
xi. 1. These prayers must be understood 
in connexion with an ascetic form of life^ 
not as only the usual prayers of devout 
men. 34.] I have remarked on the 
striking contrast between make to faat 
and they shall (or, will) fast, on Matthew, 
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parable unto them ; Tfo man ^putteth a piece of a new 
garment upon an old ; if otherwise, then ^ botli the new 
maketh a renty and the piece that was taken out of the 
new ^ agreeth not with the old. And no man putteth 
new wine into old bottles ; else the new wine will burst 
the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 
38 But new wine must be put into new bottles ; and both 
are preserved']. 39 Jfo man also having drunk old wine 
straightway] desireth new : for he saith, The old is 
y better. 

YI. ^ And it came to pass on the second] sabbath 
after the first], that he went through the corn fields ; 
and his disciples plucked the ears of corn, and did eat, 
rubbing them in their hands. ^ And certain of the 


t read, cutteth a piece from a new garment, and putteth it. 

^ read and render, he both will rend the new garment : see note. 

^ read, will not agree. 

W omitted hy some of the oldest authorities, and probably inserted from the parallel 
place in Matthew. 

* omit. y some ancient copies read, gOod. 

a omitted by some ancient authorities, perhaps on account of its difficulty. 


ver. 15. 36.] Tlic latter part of this 

verse is peculiar, and is to be understood 
as in the margin, { if he does, he both will 
rend the new garment * (by taking out of it 
the piece), * and the piece from the new 
garment will not agree with the old* In 
Matthew and Mark the mischief done is 
ditferently expressed. Our text is very 
significant, and represents to us the spoil- 
ing of both systems by an attempt to en- 
graft the new upon the old : — the new 
loses its completeness : the old, its consis- 
tency. 39.] This peculiar and impor- 
,tant addition at once stamps our report 
with the very highest character for accu- 
racy. Its apparent difficulty has perhaps 
caused its omission from some of our an- 
cient authorities. It contains the conclu- 
sion of the discourse, and the final answer 
to the question in ver. 33, which is not 
given in Matthew and Mark. The persons 
who had drunk the old wine are the Jews, 
who had long been habituated to the old 
system ;~the new is the new wine (see on 
Matthew) of the grace and freedom of the 
Gospel : and our Lord asserts that this 
new wine was not palatable to the Jews, 
who said the old is better (or, good). 
Observe that there is no objective compari- 
son whatever here between the old and new 
wine ; the whole stress is on desireth and 
for he saith, and the import of better is 


subjective in the view of him who utters 
it. And even if we were to assume such 
an objective comparison, it makes no diffi- 
culty. In time, the new wine will become 
older; — the man will become habituated 
to its taste, and the wine itself mellowed : 
and the comparison between the wines is 
not then which is the older, but which is 
intrinsically the belter, Stier observes, 
that the saying is a lesson for ardent and 
enthusiastic converts not to be disappointed, 
if they cannot at once instil their spirit 
into others about them. 

Chap. VI. 1—6.] The disciples pluck 

EARS OF CORN ON THE SaBBATH. Matt, 
xii. 1 — 8. Mark ii. 23 — 28. Between the 
discourse just related here and in Mark, 
and this incident, Matthew interposes the 
raising of Jairus*s daughter, the healing 
of the two blind and one dumb, the mission 
of the twelve, and the message of John. 
I need not insist on these obvious proofs of 
independence in the construction of our 
Gospels. On the question of the ar- 
rangements, see on Matthew. 1. se- 

cond . . . after the first] The word thus 
rendered presents much difficulty. None 
of the interpretations have any certainty, 
as the word is found nowhere else, and 
can be only judged of by analogy. See 
the discussion in the notes in my Greek 
Testament. rubbing them in their 
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Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that ® which is not aEiod.xx.io. 
lawful to do on the sabbath days ? ^ And Jesus answer- 

ing them* said, Have ye not read so much as this, ^ what ^ jsam.xxi. 
David did, when himself was an hungred, and they which 
were, with him ; how he went into the house of God, and 
did take and eat the shewbread, and gave also to them 
that were with him ; which it is not lawful to eat but for cLcv.xxiv.o. 
the priests alone? ^ And he said unto them. That the 
Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. ® ‘^And it came to 
pass \yalso] on another sabbath, that he entered into the 
synagogue and taught : and there was a man whose right 
hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and Pharisees 
watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath day ; 
that they might find an accusation against him. ^ But he 
knew their ® thoughts, and said to the man which had the 
withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. 

And he arose and stood forth. ^ Then said Jesus imto 
them, ^ I will ask you one thing ; Is it lawful on the 
sabbath days to do good, or to do evil ? to save life, or to 
destroy it? And looking round about upon them all, 


^ omitted hy the most ancient authorities. 

® see aJjove on ch. v. 22 : the <icord is the same. 
d read, I ask you whether it is. 


hands is a detail peculiar to Luke : rub- 
biiig them and blowing away the chaft’. 

2.] In Matthew and Mark, the 
I’harisees address our liord, ^ Why do Thy 
disciples,’ &c. ? 3.] Have ye not read 

so much as this ? i. e., ‘ Are ye so utterly 
ignorant of the spirit of Scripture?’ See 
Mark xii. 10, where the same expression 
occurs. In one of our ancient authorities, 
the Cambridge MS., the following is the 
form of ver. 5 : On the same day he beheld 
a certain man working on the sabbath, 
and said unto him, 0 man, if thou know- 
est what thou art doing, blessed art thou : 
but if thou knowest not, accursed, and a 
transgressor of the law. This remarkable 
substitution seems to be an interpolation, 
but hardly an invention of a later time. 
Its form and contents speak for its origi- 
nahty, and, I am disposed to believe, its 
authenticity. 

6 — 11.] Realinu oe the witheeed 
HAND. Matt. xii. 9 — 14. Mark iii. 1 — 
6. See on Matthew. 6.] The circum- 
stances related in ch. xiv. 1 — 6 are very 
similar to these ; and there St. Luke has 
inserted the question of Matthew, vv. 11, 
12. I should be disposed to think that St. 


Mark and St. Luke have preserved the 
exact narrative here. St. Matthew, as we 
see, describes the watching of the Pharisees 
(their thoughts, or reasonings, ver. 8) as 
toords actually spoJcen, and relates that 
they asked the (juestion : which certainly 
arises from an imperfect report of what 
took place, the question itself being verba- 
tim that which our Lord asked on that 
other occasion, Luke xiv. 3, and followed 
by a similar appeal about an animal. There 
can hardly be a doubt that in St. Matthew’s 
narrative the two occurrences are blended : 
and this may have taken place from the 
very circumstance of the question about 
an animal having been asked on both oc- 
casions ; St. Luke omitting it here, because 
he reports it there — St. Matthew joining to 
it the question asked there, because he was 
not aware of another similar incident. 

right hand is a mark of accuracy, 
and from an eye-witness. 9.] After the 
question, St. Mark adds “ But they held 
their ^eace'^ — as they did after the question 
just referred to in ch. xx. 3, because they 
were in a dilemma, and either answer 
would have convicted them. 10.] St. 

Mark adds with anger, being grieved at 
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lie said unto ® the many Stretch forth thy hand. And he did 
so : and his hand was restored [®® whole] [^as the other]. 

And they were filled with S madness ; and communed 
one with another what they might do to Jesus. 

• M»tt.xiv.2s. 12 « And it came to pass in ^ those days, that he went out 
into la mountain to pray, and continued all night in 
Sprayer to God. i^ And when it was day, he called unto 
him his disciples : and of them he chose twelve, whom also 
fjohni.48. named apostles ; i^ Simon, ^whom he also named Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and 
Bartholomew, i^ Matthew and Thomas, James [^-the son] 
of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, i^ and Judas the 
brother] of James, and Judas Iscariot, which [la/so] was 
the traitor. 17 And he came down with them, and stood 


® read, him. ®® omitted hy all the most ancient authorities, 

^ omitted hy some ancient wuthorities. 


g render, foolishneSS. 

1 render, the. 

^ not expressed in the original, 

the hardness of their hearts one of the 
most striking and graphic descriptions in 
the Gospels. It was thus that He bare 
(see Matt. viii. 17), even while on earth, 
our sins and infirmities. Their hearts were 
hardened,— but He grieved for it. 11. 
foolishness] It does not appear that this 
word can ever mean, as in A. V. ‘ madness,' 
or as some explain it, rage of a senseless 
kind. The proper meaning, ‘senseless- 
ness/ ‘wicked folly,' must be kept to. 

communed — viz. the Pharisees and 
Herodians ; Mark, ver. 6, where see note. 

12—19.] Calling and names of the 
TWELVE Apostles. Peculiar (in this 
form) to Luke : see Matt. xii. 15 — 21 ; 
Mark iii. 13 — 19. We may observe, that 
St. Matthew does not relate the choosing 
of the Apostles, but only takes occasion to 
give a list of them on their being sent out, 
ch. X. 1 If. ; and that St. Mark and St. 
Luke agree in the time of their being 
chosen, placing it immediately after the 
healing on the sabbath, — but with no very 
definite note of time. 12.] in these 
days is vague in date, and may belong to 
any part of the period of our Lord's minis- 
try now before us. I believe it to be a 
form of acknowledgment on the part of the 
Evangelist, that he did not determine exactly 
into what part of this period to bring the 
incident so introduced. Indeed the whole 
of this paragraph is of a supplementary and 
indefinite character, serving more as a pre- 
face to the discourse which follows, than as 


^ render, thcsC. 

j render, bis prayer. 

^ omit. 

an integral part of the narration in its pre- 
sent se(jueiice. This of course in no way 
affects the accuracy of the circumstances 
therein related, which nearly coincide in 
this and the cognate, though independent, 
account of Mark. went out — viz. 

from Capernaum. the mountain — see 
on Matt. V. 1. to pray — see note on 

ch. V. 16. and continued aU night in 
his prayer to God] This is the right ren- 
dering. The fancy that by the words ren- 
dered “ in his prayer to Ood” is meant in 
a house of prayer, is quite baseless. 

13. he called unto him his disciples] 
expressed in Mark, “ife calleth to him 
whom he would'^ — i. e. He summoned to 
Him a certain larger number, out of whom 
He selected Twelve. We are not to sup- 
pose that this selection was now first made 
out of a miscellaneous number — but now 
first fonnally announced j the Apostles, or 
most of them, had had each their special 
individual calling to be, in a peculiar 
manner, followers of the Lord, before this. 

he named] not at a previous, or 
subsequent period ; but at this time. 

14. ] On the catalogue, see notes on Matt. 
X. 1 IT. 16.] Judas of James — usually, 
and I believe rightly, rendered Jude the 
brother of James; see Introduction to 
Jude. On the question who this James 
was, see on Matt. x. 3, and xiii. 55. 

17.] Having descended from the moun- 
tain, He stood on a level place — i. e. pos- 
sibly, as has been suggested by some, on a 
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^in the plairiy and ^the company of his disciples, ^and a 
great ® multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, 
and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came 
to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases ; is and 
P they that were vexed with unclean spirits : and they were 
healed, And. the whole multitude ^sought to touch 
him : for * there went PP virtue out of him, and healed them i Mark v. so. 

ch* viil* 40* 

all. And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, 
^Blessed ^ he ye poor : for your^s is the kingdom of God. kJameBU.5. 

21 ^ Blessed are ye that hunger now : for ye shall be filled, 
“Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. 

22 “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when “ 
they ° shall separate you from their company, and shall 


render, upon a level place. 

0 render, number of the people. 

P read and render, and they that 
were cured. PP render, power. 

fiat ledge or shelf on the side of the moun- 
tain; but more naturally below the moun- 
tain : see on Matt, v. 1. Whether St. Luke 
could thus have written with the Oospel of 
St, Matthew before him, I leave the reader 
to judge : premising, that is, the identity 
of the two discourses. 19,] St, Luke 

uses the same expression, of power going 
forth from our Lord, in eh, viii, 46. 

20—49.] Seemon on the Mount (?). 
Peculiar (in this form) to Luke, answering 
to Matt. V. — vii. On the whole question 
of the identity or diversity of the two dis- 
courses, see on Matt. v. 1. In Matthew I 
cannot doubt that we have the whole dis- 
course nmeh as it was spoken; the con- 
nexion is intimate throughout; the ar- 
rangement wonderfully consistent and ad- 
mirable. Here, on the other hand, the 
discourse is only reported in fragments — 
there is a wide gap between vv, 26 and 27, 
and there are many omissions in other parts ; 
besides which, sayings of our Lord, be- 
longing apparently to other occasions, are 
inserted ; see vv. 39, 40, 45. At the same 
time we must remember, that such central 
sayings would probably be frequently ut- 
tered by Him, and might very likely form 
part c'f this discourse originally. His 
teaching was not studious of novelty like 
that of men, but speaking with authority 
as He did, He would doubtless utter 
again and again the same weighty sen- 
tences when occasion occurred. Hence 
may have arisen much of the difference of 
arrangement observable in the reports — 


^ render, a multitude. 

were vexed with unclean spirits 
^ render, are. 

because sayings known to have been ut- 
tered together at one time, might bo 
thrown together with sayings spoken at 
another, with some one common link per- 
haps connecting the two groups. 

20. on his disciples] The discourse was 
spoken to the disciples generally, — to the 
Twelve particularly, — to the people pros- 
pectively; and its subject, both here and 
in Matthew, is, the state and duties of a 
disciple of Christ. ye poor] To sup- 
j)Osc that St. Luke’s report of this discourse 
refers only to this world’s poverty, &c. — 
and the blessings to anticipated outward 
prosjierity in the Messiah’s Kingdom, is 
surely quite a misapprehension. Com- 
paring these expressions with other pas- 
sages in St. Luke himself, we must have 
concluded, even without St. Matthew’s re- 
port, that they bore a spiritual sense; 
see ch. xvu 11, where ho speaks of ^the 
true riches,* and ch. 21, where we 
have rich towards God. And who would 
apply such an interpretation to our ver. 
21 ? See on each of these beatitudes 

the corresponding notes in Matthew, 
the kingdom of God] ^Hhe kingdom of 
heaven’’ Matthew, but it does not thence 
follow that '^heaven” is the same as 
“ Qod’’ but the two are different ways of 
designating the same kingdom — the one 
by its situation — in heaven, where its 
polity is {Jerusalem which is above, ^ Gal. 
iv. 26), the other by 3im, whose it is. 

22.] Separate and cast out must 
not be understood of Jewish excommunica- 
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reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son 
of man’s sake. ^Spg^ejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for ^in 
the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 
' jSSJri* V. ^ ^ ^ y® ^ have received 

tMatt^vKy, your consolation. ^5 u ^]^at are ^full, for ye 

nf^&\x 7\9 hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye shall 

vJohnxyo. mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you: for so did their fathers to the false 
w Ex^^.^xxiii. prophets. ^7 ^ But I say unto you which hear, Love your 
Kom.^iii. 20. enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless them 
that curse you, \}an(r\ * pray for them which despitefully 
use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one 
yi Cor. Vi. 7. cheek offer also the other ; ^ and him that taketh away thy 
z neut. xvj^7^ cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. * Give to every 
man that asketh of thee ; and of him that taketh away thy 
goods ask them not again, And as ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. ^ For if 

ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for 

sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do 
good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye ? 
for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to 
them^ of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye ? 
for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

aver. 27. . ’ ® 

^2o. ^er^'. Lut ^love ye your enemies, and do good, and ^lend, 

^ have received is the same word rendered have in att. vi. 2, 5, 16 : see 

notes there, ® ready full noW. ^ omit. ^ rendery And. 


tion only, but of all kinds of expulsion 
from society. your name : — either 

your collective name as ChrisiianSy — to 
which St. Peter seems to refer, 1 Pet. iv. 
14 — 16 ; — or, your individual name. 

23.] in that day, not in the most solemn 
sense of the words (see Matt. vii. 22), hut 
in the day when men shall do thus to 
you. 24.] Of course 1 cannot assent 

to any such view as that taken hy Meyer 
and others, that these * woes ’ are inserted 
from later tradition ; in other words, were 
never spoken by our Lord at all .'—either 
we must suppose that they ought to follow 
Matt. v. 12, which is from the context 
most improbable, — or that they and per- 
haps the four preceding beatitudes with 
them, were on some occasion spoken by 
our Lord in this exact form, and so have 
been here placed in that form. 

26.] Not said to the richy but to the dis- 
ciples. The very warning conveyed in 


false prophets shews this, and should liave 
prevented the blunder from being made. 
The mention of prophets'^ and false 
prophets"' has reference to the disciples’ 
office as the salt of the earth. The address 
in ver. 27 is not (Meyer) a turning of the 
discourse to His own disciples, but I say 
unto you which hear is equivalent to 
“ But I say unto you"" which introduces 
the same command Matt. v. 44, — and that 
hear serves the purpose of the I — to you 
who now hear me. The discourse being in 
an abridged form, the strong antithesis could 
not be brought out. 29.] See Matt. v. 
39 tf. 31.] Matt. vii. 12 j but here 

it seems somewhat out of connexion, 
for the sense of vv. 29, 30, has been re- 
sist not evil, whereas this precept refers 
to the duty of man to man, injury being 
out of the question. 32.] This verse 

again belongs to ver. 28, not to ver. 31 ; see 
Matt. V. 46 ff. 33 ff.] thank corresponds 
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hoping for nothing again ; and your reward shall be great, 
and ye sl^U be ^ the children of the Highest : for he is 
kind nnto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye 
therefor el merciful, as your Father also is merciful, 
not, and ye shall not be judged: y condemn 
not, and ye shall not be condemned : forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven: shall be given unto you ; cProv.xn.ir. 

good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall ^men give into your bosom. For dP8.iJxix.12. 
®with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be e Mark iv. 24. 
measured to you again. And he ^ spahe a parable unto 

render j SOns. ^ omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

* render, And judge not. y render, aiid condemn not. 

^ not expressed in the original. Setter, shall they give, leaving the persons 
uncertain : see note. render, spake also. 


to “ reward,^* Matthew (see note on Matt. 

V. 12). 36. hoping for nothing again] 

The original word is a difficult one. Three 
renderings of it have been given — (1) the 
ordinary one, as in the text, not expecting 
any payment from them: so Euthymins 
and others. This meaning of the word is 
unexampled, though agreeing with the 
context. (2) ^ causing no one to despair/ 
i. c. refusing no one •, so the ancient Syriac 
version renders it. (3) * not despairing/ 
i. e. * without anxiety about the result/ 
This last sense of th(^ word is best sup- 
ported by examples. But as it is a word 
only once occurring in the Now Testament, 
perliaps the force of the context should 
prevail, and the ordinary interpretation be 
adopted, as there is nothing in analogy 
to forbid the meaning. sons of the 
Highest] Meyer maintains that this must 
mean ‘ sons of God ’ in the sense of par- 
takers of the glory of the Messiah’s King- 
dom, but without reference to the state of 
believers in this life, which last be says is 
according to the usage of St. I’aul, not of 
the three first Evangelists. But surely 
this is sufficiently answered by your Father 
in the next verse, where the actual present 
8on:ffiip to our heavenly Father is a reason 
why we should imitate Him. 36.] 
merciful — equivalent to perfect** Matt. 
V. 48, which last is the larger description, 
comprehending in it charity and mercy; 
see note there. 37.] Matt. vii. 1, 2. 
The saying is much enriched and expanded 
here; perhaps it was so uttered by our 
Lord on some other occasion ; for the con- 
nexion is very strict in Matthew, and 
would hardly bear this expansion of what 
is not in that place the leading idea. 


38.] The similitude is taken from a very 
full measure of some dry thing, such as 
corn. That no liquid is intended by run- 
ning over, as Bengel sup|X)scs, is evident — 
for the three present participles all apply 
to tlie same good measure, and form a 
climax. shall they give] The subject 
of this verb answers to the unexpressed 
agents of it shall be measured again; 
such agents being indefinite, and the 
meaning thereby rendered solemn and em- 
phatic; see on cli. xii. 20. If we are 
to find a nom., it should he the Angels, 
who are in this matter the ministers of 
the divine purposes. This saying 

is found with a totally difierent import 
Mark iv. 24; one of the many instances 
how the Lord turned about, so to speak, 
the Light of Truth contained in His de- 
clarations, so as to shine upon difierent 
de])artments of life and thought. 39.] 
From this verse to the end is in the closest 
connexion, and it is impossible that it 
should consist of sayings thrown together 
and uttered at different times. The 

connexion with what went before is not so 
evident, indeed the spake a parable unto 
them seems to shew a break. The para- 
bolic saying, implying the unfitness of an 
uncharitable and unjustly condemning 
leader (the Lord was speaking primarily 
to His Apostles) to perfonn his office, leads 
to the assertion [ver. 40] that no Christian 
ought to assume in this respect an office of 
judging which his Master never assumed ; 
but rather will every well instructed Chris- 
tian strive to be humble as his Master was. 
Then follows the reproof of vv. 41 — 43; 
and vv. 44, 45 and 46 - 49 shew us, ex- 
panded in different images, what the beam 
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fjtott.iT.i 4 . them, ^Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both 
gMatt.x.! 4 . fall into the ditch? ^^«The disciple is not, above his 
master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his 
master. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but '^perceimst not the beam thaf is in 
thine own eye ? ^ Either how canst thou say to thy 
brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine 
eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? Thou hjrpocrite, ^cast out first the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to 
pull out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. ^ For 
good tree hringeth not forth corrupt fruit ; ^ neither doth a 
i Matt. III. 53. corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. ^ For ‘ every tree is 
known by his own fruit. For of thorns ^men do not 
gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good ; and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is 
evil : for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 
46 why call ye me,' Lord, Lord, and do not the 

ch. xiu, 26. which I say ? Whosoever cometh to me, and 

heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I wiU shew you to 
whom he is like : he is like a mem ^ which hnilt an house, 
S and digged deepy and laid the foundation on a rock : and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon 


^ render y COnsiderest, as in Matt, vii. 3, where the word is the same. 

® render, no good tree bringeth forth. ^ read, neither again. 

® not expressed in the original. ^ render, building, 

8 render, who digged, and went deep. 


in the eye is, to which our first efibrts 
must be directed. Can the blind lead 
the blind 1] See this in quite another con- 
nexion, Matt. XV. 14, where Peter answers, 
“ Declare unto us this parable — meaning 
apparently the last uttered words, which 
the Lord however explains not specifically, 
but by entering into the whole matter. I 
believe this parable to have been one of 
the usual and familiar sayings of our Lord. 

40.] See above. perfect, i. e. folly 
instructed— perfect, in the sense of ‘ well- 
conditioned,* knowing what is his duty, 
and consistently endeavouring to do it. 

41.] Some have imagined a break in 
the sense here, and a return to Matt. vii. 
3 f. but the whole is in the strictest con- 
nexion ; see above. 43.] The corrupt 
flrult answers to the **beam in the eyeP 


If thy life is evil, it is in vain to pretend 
to teach others. 46.] Again the 

closest coilnexion of sensd and argument -, 
nor, as some say, is this verse put here 
because of the similarity of the preceding 
verses to Matt. xii. 33 reminding the com- 
piler of ver. 35 there. Do these expositors 
suppose that our Lord only once spoJce 
each of these central sayings, and with 
only one reference 1 46 — 48.] The 

connexion goes on here also— and our Lord 
descends into the closest personal search- 
ing of the life and heart, and gives His 
judicial declaration of the end of the hypo- 
crite, whether teacher or private Christian j 
— see notes on Matthew. 48.^ digged, 
and went deep— not merely as in A. V., 
“digged deep,” but, as Bengel observes, 
the description grows as it proceeds: he 
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that house, and could not shake it : ^for it was founded 
upon a rock. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like 
a man tha? without a foundation built an house upon the 
earth ; against which the stream did beat vehemently, 
and immediately it fell ; and the ruin of that house was 
great. 

VII. 1 Now when he had ended aU his sayings in the 
audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum. 2 
a certain centurion^s servant, who was dear imto him, was 
sick, and ready to die. ^ And when he heard of Jesus, he 
sent unto him the] elders of the Jews, beseeching him 
that he would come and heal his servant. ^ And when 
they came to Jesus, they besought him ^ instantly, saying. 
That he was worthy for whom he should do this : ^ for he 
loveth our nation, and ® he hath] built us ® a synagogue. 

® Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, 
saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself : for I am not 
worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof : 7 where- 
fore neither thought I myself worthy to come imto thee : 
but say in a word, and ^my servant shall he healed. ^ For 
I also am a man set under authority, having imder me 
soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth ; and to 
another, Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant. Do 
this, and he doeth it. ^ When Jesus heard these things, 
he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto 
the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And they that 

^ read, because it was well built. ^ omit. 

^ i. e. earnestly. ® render, himself. 

^ omit. ® render, OUr. 

^ read, with some ancient authorities, let my Servant be healed. 


dug, and deepened as he dug : was not 
content with one digging, but kept going 
deeper. 

Chap. VII. 1 — 10.] Healing of the 
centtteion's seevant. Matt. viii. 5—13. 
In Matthew also placed al'ter the Sermon 
on the Mount, but with the healing of the 
leper in our ch. v. 12 fl‘. interposed. Our 
narrative is fuller than that in Matthew in 
the beginning of the miracle, not so full at 
the end. See notes on Matthew. 

8.] Elders—not elders of the synagogue 
(who in Luke are rulers of the synagogue, 
“ a/rchisynagogi” Acts xiii. 15), but of the 
^people. 5.] Mxnself, i. e. at hia own 


expense. 7.] wherefore, on account 
of his unworthiness j which unworthiness 
itself may be connected with the fact, that 
entering his house would entail ceremonial 
uncleanness till the evening. St. Matthew 
does not express this clause, having the 
narrative in a form which precludes it. 
See notes there. The neither brings 
into emphasis, not myself as distin- 
guished from others, but the whole follow- 
ing clause ; “ neither did I adopt that 
course.” 9.] After this there is an 
important addition in Matthew on the 
adoption of the Gentiles, and rejection of 
Israel who shewed no such faith. 
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were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole 
that had been sick. ^ 

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into 
a city called Nain ; and many of his disciples went with 
him, and much people, i^ Now when he came nigh lo the 
gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man S carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow : and 
much people of the city was with her. i^ And when the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto 
her. Weep not. 1“^ And he came and touched the bier : 
and they that bare him stood still. And he said. Young 
ach viii.64 man, I say unto thee, Arise, i^ ‘'And he that was dead 
Rom.^fv.l’i. began to speak. And he delivered him to his 

bch.i.€5. mother. ^^^And there came a fear on all: and they 
saying, ®That a great prophet is risen up 

S render, being carried. 

10,] Here Matthew simply states the fact dead are wrought with words of power, — 
of the healing, apparently not knowing of ‘ Damsel, arise," — ‘ Young man, arise," — 
any having been sent. ‘ Lazarus, come forth." Trench quotes an 

11 — 16.] Raising of a dead man at eloquent passage from MassilloiTs ser- 
Nain. Peculiar to Luke. NAIN occurs inons (Miracles, p. 241), — ‘Elie ressus- 
nowhere else in the Bible. It was a town cite des morts, c"est vrai j mais il est 
of Galilee not far from Capernaum, a few oblige de se coucher plusieurs fois sur le 
miles to the south of Mount Tabor, ‘ on corps de Tenfant qu’il ressuscite ; il souffle, 
the northern sloje of the rugged and il se retrecit, il s’agite : on voit bien qu"il 
barren ridge of Little Hermon," Stanley, invoque une puissance ^trang^re; qu"il 
A poor village has been found in this rappelle de I’empire de la mort une ^me 
situation with ruins of old buildings. See qui n"est pas soumise h sa voix : et qu"il 
Robinson, iii. 226. See Stanley’s descrip- n’est pas lui-ineme le maitre de la mort 
tion, Sinai and Palestine, p. 357, edn. 3. et de la vie. Jesus-Christ ressuscite les 
This is one of the three greatest morts comme il fait les actions les plus 
recorded miracles of our Lord : of which communes : il parle en maitre k ceux 
it has been observed, that He raised one qui dorment d’un sommeil cternel : et 
(Jairus’s daughter) when just dead, — one Ton sent bien (ju’il est le Dieu des morts 
on the way to hurial, — and one (Lazarus) comme des vivans, — jamais plus tranquille 
who had been buried four days. que lorsqu’il opere les plus grandes clioses." 

12. being carried out] The Jews ordi- 16. he delivered him to his mother] 

narily buried outside the gates of their Doubtless there was a deeper reason than 
cities. The kings however of the house the mere consoling of the widow, (of whom 
of David were buried in the city of David ; there were many in Israel now as before- 
and it was a denunciation on Jehoiakim time,) that influenced our Lord to work 
that he should be buried with the burial this miracle. Olshausen remarks, “ A refer- 
of an ass, drawn forth and cast beyond ence in this miracle to the raised man 
of Jerusalem. Jer.xxii. 19. “ One himself is. by no means excluded. Man, 
entrance alone Nain could have had ; that as a conscious being, can never be a mere 
which opens on the rough hill -side in its means to an end, which would here be 
downward slope to the plain. It must the case, if we suppose the consolation of 
have been in this steep descent,"" &c. the mother to have been the only object 
Stanley, as above. 14.] The bier for which the young man was raised."" 

was an open coffin. There was something He goes on to say that the hidden intent 
in the manner of our Lord which caused was probably the spiritual awakening of 
the bearers to stand still. We need not the youth; which would impart a deeper 
suppose any miraculous influence over meaning to delivered him to his mother, 
them. All three raisings from the and make her joy to be a true and abiding 
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among us; and, ^That God hath visited his people, dch.i.ea. 

17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all 
Judsea, and throughout all the region round about. 

13 And the disciples of John shewed him of all these 
things. 1^ And John calling unto him two of his disciples 
sent them to ^ Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should 
come, or look we for another ? 20 When the men were 

come unto him, they said, John ^Baptist hath sent us unto 
thee, saying, Art thou he that should come, or look we for 
another ? 21 And in that same hour he cured many of 

their] infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits ; and 
unto many that were blind he gave sight. 22 Then J esus 
answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John 
what things ye have seen and heard ; ® how that the blind ei8a.ixxv.6. 
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, ^to the poor the gospel is preached, fcix.w.is. 

23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

24^ And when the messengers of John were departed, he 
began to speak mi to the '^people concerning John, What 
went ye out into the wilderness for to ^sce? A reed 
shaken with the wind ? 25 what went ye out for to see ? 

A man clothed in soft raiment ? Behold, they which are 
gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings’ 
courts. 26 what went ye out for to see ? A prophet ? 

Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet. 

27 This is he, of whom it is written, ^Behold, I send my gMAL.iii.i. 


^ read, the Lord. i render, the Baptist. 

^ omit : not expressed in the original. 

^ render, multitudes, as in Matt. xi. V, where the word is the same. 
^ render, gaze upon. {The word in vv. 25, 2G, is different^) 


ono. 16.] fear, the natural result of 

witnessing a direct exhibition of divine 
power : compare cli. v. 8. a gp:eat 

prophet] For they had only been the 
greatest of prophets who had before raised 
the dead, — Elijah and Elisha; and the 
Prophet who was to come was doubtless 
in their minds. 

18—35.] Message of enquiey from 
THE Baptist : oijr Loeh^s answer, 

AND DISCOURSE TO THE MULTITUDES 
THEREON. Matt. xi. 2 — 19. The incident 
there holds a dilFerent place, coming after 
the sending out of the Twelve in ch. x. ; — 
but neither there nor here is it marked by 
an^ definite note of time. 18.] all these 
things here may extend very wide : so 


may“ theworksofChrisV^ in Matthew. On 
the common parts, see notes on Matthew, 
where I have discussed at length the pro- 
bable reason of the enquiry . 21.] This 

fact follows by inference from Matthew, 
ver. 4 : for they could not tell John “ what 
they sawf unless our Lord were employed 
in works of healing at the time. Observe 
that St. Luke, himself a physician, distin- 
guishes between the diseased and the pos- 
sessed. 22 f.] Nearly verbatim as Mat- 
thew. The expression the dead are raised 
does not necessarily imply that more tlian 
one such miracle had taken place ; the 
plural is generic, signifying that some of 
the class fell under that which is predi- 
cated of them. 24 — 28.] See Matthew. 
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messenger before tby face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee. [“ For] I say unto you, Among those that 
are bom of women there is not a greater [® prophet] than 
John the Baptist : but he that is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he. And all the people that heard 
him, and the publicans, justified God, ^ being baptized with 
the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers 
i Acts XX, 27. rejected Hhe counsel of God against themselves, being 
not baptized of him. [^And the Lord said,] Where- 
unto then shall I liken the men of this generation ? and 
to what are they like ? They are like unto children 
sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and 
saying, We \jhave] piped unto you, and ye ^ have not 
danced; we have] mourned to you, and ye ^have not 
^KkiV' 33 p^or ^John the Baptist came neither eating 

bread nor drinking wine; and ye say. He hath a devil. 
34^ The Son of man is come eating and drinking ; and ye 
say. Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend 
of publicans and sinners ! 35 wisdom is justified of all 

her children. 

^ omit, 

0 omitted hy many ancient authorities : hut perhaps because it is not in the parallel 
place in Matt. xi. 11. 

P render, towards. ^ omit^ with nearly all the authorities. 

r omit. ® render, did not dance. 

^ render, did not weep. N.B. These corrections should also have been made 
in Matt. xi. 17. 


29, 30.] It has been imagined that 
these words are a continuation of our 
Lord's discourse, but surely they would 
thus be most unnatural. They are evi- 
dently a parenthetical insertion of the 
Evangelist, expressive not of what had 
taken place during John's baptism, but of 
the present effect of our Lord’s discourse 
on the then assembled multitude. Their 
whole diction and form is historical, not 
belonging to discourse. See likewise a 
grammatical objection to this rendering 
in my Greek Test. 31—36.] See on 

Matthew, w. 16 — 19. 

83 _ 50 .] Anointing op Jesus' feet 

BY A PENITENT WOMAN. Peculiar to 
Luke. It is hardly possible to imagine 
that this history can relate to the same 
incident as that det^ed Matt. xxvi. 6; 
Mark xiv. 3 ; John xii. 3 : although such 
an opinion has been entertained from the 
earliest times. Origen mentions and con- 
troverts it. It has been held in modem 


times by Grotius, Schleiermacher, Ewald, 
and Hug : and recently by Bleek. Hut 
the only particular common to the two 
(unless indeed we aceount the name of the 
host to be such, which is hardly worth 
recounting), is the anointing itself ; and 
even that is not strictly the same. The 
character of the woman , — the description 
of the host , — the sayings uttered , — the 
time , — all are different. And if the pro- 
bability of this occurring twice is to be 
questioned, we may fairly say, that an 
action of this kind, which had been once 
commended by our Lord, was very likely 
to have been repeated, and especially at 
such a time as ‘six days before the last 
Passover,’ and by one anointing Him for 
His burial. I may add, that there 
is not the least reason for supposing the 
woman in this incident to have been Mary 
Magdalene. The introduction of her as a 
new person so soon after (ch. viii. 2), and 
what is there stated of her, make the notion 
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And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would 
eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s house, 
and sat d«wn to meat. And, behold, a woman ^ in the 
city^ which was a sinner^ when she knew that ^ Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of 
ointment, . and stood at his feet behind him weeping, 
and began to wash his feet with ^ tears, and did wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, and ^ kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. Now when the 
Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within 
himself, saying, ^ This man, if he were a prophet, would ’ - 

have known who and what manner of woman this is that 
toucheth him : for she is a sinner. And J esus answcr- 


read and render^ wliich was a sinner in the city ; or, which was in 

^ render, the tears. 
see on Mali. xxvi. 49. 


u 

the city, a sinner : see note. 

^ render, he. 

^ literally, eagerly kissed : 

exceedingly improbable. 36.] The 

exact time and place are indeterminate — 
the occasion of St. Luke^s inserting the 
history here may liave been tlie friend of 
publicans and sinners in ver. 34. Wiescler 
places it at Nain^ which certainly is the 
last city that has been named : but it is 
more natural to suppose in the city to refer 
only to the house before — the city where 
the house was. Meyer thinks that the 
definite article points out Capernaum. The 
position of the words in the city in the 
amended text requires a different rendering 
from * a woman in the city which was a 
sinner.’ We must either render, ‘which 
was a sinner in the city,’ i. e. known as 
such in the place by public! repute, — carry- 
ing on a sinful occupation in the place, — 
or (2) regard which was in the city as 
parenthetic, ‘a woman which was in the 
city, a sinner.’ The latter seems prefer- 
able. 37.] a sinner, in the sense usually 
understood — a prostitute : but, by the 
context, penitent. was is not how- 

ever to be rendered as if it were **had 
been** She was, even up to this time (see 
ver. 39), a prostitute — and this was the 
first manifestation of her penitence. “ What 
wonder that such should fly to Christ, seeing 
that they had also come to the baptism of 
John ?” Matt. xxi. 32 (Grotius). It is pos- 
sible, that the woman may have just heard 
the closing words of the discourse concern- 
ing John, Matt. xi. 28—30 ; but I would 
not press this, on account of the obvious 
want of sequence in this part of our Gospel. 
The behaviour of the woman certainly 
VOL. 1. 


implies that she had heard our Lord, and 
been awakened by His teaching, 
an alabaster box; for the word, &c., see 
on Matt. xxvi. 7. Our Lord would, 
after the ordinary custom of persons at 
table, be reclining on a couch, on the left 
side, turned towards the table, and His 
feet would be beliind Him. She seems to 
have embraced His feet Matt, xxviii. 
9), as it was also the Jews’ custom to do 
by way of honour and affection to their 
liabbis (see Wetstein on this passage), and 
kissed them, and in doing so to have shed 
abundant tears, which, falling on them, 
she wiped ofi' with her hair. From the 
form of expression in the original (see in 
my Greek Test.), it docs not appear that 
this latter was an intentional part of her 
honouring our Lord. It was the tears, 
implied in the word weeping, — the tears 
which she shed,— not *her tears,* vfhich 
would be otherwise expressed. The oint- 
ment here has a peculiar interest, as being 
the offering by a i^enitent of that which 
had been an accessory in her unhallowed 
work of sin. 39.] The Pharisee assumes 
that our Lord did not know who, or of 
what sort, this woman was, and thence 
doubts His being a prophet (see ver. 16) ; 
— the possibility of His Tcnoieing this and 
permitting it, never so much as occurs to 
him. It was the touching by an unclean 
person, which constituted the defilement. 
This is all that the Pharisee fixes on ; hia 
offence is merely technical and ceremonial. 

40.] answering — perhaps to the 
disgust manifested in the Pharisee’s conn- 
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ing said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee. And he saith. Master, say on. There was a 
certain creditor which had two debtors : the ond owed five 
hundred T pence ^ and the other fifty. And when they 
* had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. ^ Tell 
me therefore, which of them will love him most ? ^ Simon 


y render, denarii. 

tenance ; for that must have been the 
ground on which the narrative relates ver. 
39. We must not however forget that 
in similar cases Jesus knowing their 
thoughts** is inserted (Matt. ix. 4), and 
doubtless might also have been here. 

There is an inner personal appeal in the 
words addressing the Pharisee. The calling 
by name — the especial I have somewhat to 
say unto thee, refer to the inner thoughts 
of the heart, and at once bring the answer 
Master, say on, so different from ‘‘ This 
man, if he were a prophet.** 41.] We 

must remember that our Lord is here 
setting forth the matter primarily with 
reference to Simon's subjective view of 
himself, and therefore not strictly as re- 
gards the actual comparative sinfulness 
of these two before God. Though how- 
ever not to be pressed, the case may have 
heen so : arid, I am inclined to think, was 
so. The clear light of truth in which 
every word of His was spoken, will hardly 
allow us to suppose that such an admission 
would have been made to the Pharisee, if 
it had not really been so in fact. But see 
more below. two debtors] The 

debtors are the prominent persons in the 
parable — the creditor is necessary indeed 
to it, but is in the background. And this 
remark is important — for on bearing it 
carefully in mind the right understanding 
of the parable depends. The Lord speaks 
from the position of the debtors, and ap- 
plies to their case the considerations of 
ordinary gratitude and justice. And in 
doing so it is to be noticed, that he makes 
an assumption for the purpose of the para- 
ble : — that sin is proportionate to the sense 
of sin, just as a debt is felt to the amount 
of the debt. The disorganization of our 
moral nature, the deadly sedative effect of 
sin in lulling the conscience, which renders 
the greatest sinner the least ready for peni- 
tence, does not here come into considera- 
tion ; the examples being two persons, both 
aware of their debt. This assumption it- 
self is absolutely necessary for the para- 
ble : for if forgiveness is to awaken love in 
proportion to the magnitude of that which 
is forgiven, sin in such a connexion must 
be the subjective debt which is felt to 


® render, COuld liot. 

exist, not the objective one, the magnitude 
of which we never can know, but God only : 
see on ver. 47 below. five hundred 
. . . fifty — a very different ratio from 
the ten thousand talents and the hundred 
pence (denarii) in Matt, xviii. 21 — 35, 
because there it is intended to shew us 
how insignificant our sins towards one 
another are in comparison with the offence 
of us all before God. 42. when they 
could not pay, he frankly forgave them 
both] Wliat depth of meaning there is in 
these words, if we reflect Who said them, 
and by what means this forgiveness was to 
be wrought ! Observe that the could not 
pay is pregnant with more than at first 
appears : — how is this incapacity discovered 
to the creditor in the parable ? how, but 
by themselves 1 Here then is the sense 
and confession of sin ; not a bare objective 
fact, followed by a decree of forgiveness : 
but the incapacity is an avowed one, the 
forgiveness is a personal one, — them both. 

which of them will love him most 1] 
The difficulty usually found in this ques- 
tion and its answer is not wholly removed 
by the subjective nature of the parable. 
For the sense of sin, if wholesome and 
rational, must bear a proportion, as indeed 
in this case it did, to the actual sins com- 
mitted : and then we seem to come to the 
false conclusion, ^Tlie more sin, the more 
love; let us then sin, that we may love 
the more.' And I believe this difficulty is 
to be removed by more accurately con- 
sidering what the love is, which is here 
spoken of. It is an unquestionable fact, 
that the deepest penitents are, in one kind 
of love for Him who has forgiven them, 
the most devoted ; — in that, namely, which 
consists in personal sacrifice, and proofs of 
earnest attachment to the blessed Saviour 
and His cause on earth. But it is no less 
an unquestionable fact, that this love is 
not the highest form of the spiritual life j 
that such persons are, by their very course 
of sin, incapacitated from entering into 
the length, breadth, and height, and being 
filled with all the fiilness of Christ ; that 
their views are generally narrow, their 
aims one-sided ; — that though love be the 
greatest of the Christian graces, there are 
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answered and said, I suppose that he to whom he forgave 
most. Apd he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 

Seest thou this woman ? I entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath'] washed 
my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman since 
the time I came in hath not ceased ^ to kiss my feet. 

46raMy head with oil thou didst not anoint: but c 1 ^ 4 /^ mP 8 .rxiii..L 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. ^7 Where- m Tim. 1 . 14 . 
fore I say unto thee. Her sins, which are many, are 


omit, ^ literally y eagerly to 

various kinds of itj and though the love 
of the reclaimed profligate may be and is 
intense of its kind, (and how touching 
and beautiful its manifestations are, as 
here !) yet that kind is not so high nor 
complete as the sacrifice of the whole 
life y—i\\Q bud, blossom, and fruit,— to His 
service to whom we were in baptism dedi- 
cated. For even on the ground of the 
parable itself, in that life there is a con- 
tinually freshened sense of the need, and 
the assurance, of pardon, ever awaking 
devoted and earnest love. In the I 
suppose of Simon, we have, understood, 
“that is, if they feel as they ought.” 

44—46.] It would not appear 
that Simon had been deficient in the 
ordinary courtesies paid by a host to 
his guests — for these, though marks of 
honour sometimes paid, were not (even the 
washing of the feet, except when coming 
from a journey) invariably paid to guests : 
— but that he had taken no yarticular 
*pains to shew affection or reverence for his 
Guest. Respecting water for the feet, see 
Gen. xviii. 4; Judg. xix. 21. Observe the 
contrasts here water, tears,— the blood 
of the heart, as Augustine calls them : — 
thou gavest me no kiss (on the face)y — 
eagerly kissing my feet; — with oil my 
head : — my feet with ointment (which was 
more precious). 45. since the time I 
came in] These words will explain one 
difficulty in the circumstances of the 
anointing : how such a woman came into 
the guest-chamber of such a Pharisee. 

She appears by them to have entered 
simultaneously with our Lord and His 
disciples. Nor do w. 36, 37 at all pre- 
clude this idea ; — the words of the original 
in ver. 37 may mean, ‘having knowledge 
that He was going to dine,' &c. If she 
came in His train, the Pharisee would not 

Z 


kiss. ® render, sbe anointed. 

exclude her, as He was accustomed to 
gather such to hear Him : it was the 
touching at which he wondered. 

47.] This verse has been found very diffi- 
cult to fit into the lesson conveyed by the 
Parable. But I think there need be little 
difficulty, if we regard it thus. Simon 
had been offended at the uncleanness of 
the woman who touched our Lord. He, 
having given the Pharisee the instruction 
contained in the parable, and having 
drawn the contrast between the woman's 
conduct and his, now assures him, * Where- 
fore, seeing this is so, Lsay unto thee, she 
is no longer unclean — her many sins are 
forgiven: for (thou seest that) she loved 
much : her conduct towards Me shews 
that love, which is a token that her sins 
are forgiven.' Thus the clauses are not 
connected by the causative particle, ^he- 
cause she loved much;' but, as rightly 
rendered in A. V., for she loved much: 
‘jfor she has shewn that love, of which 
thou mayest conclude, from what thou hast 
heard, that it is the effect of a sense of 
forgiveness.’ Thus Bengel says, “ The re- 
mission of sins, not imagined by Simon, is 
proved by its fruit, ver. 42, which latter 
is evident and meets the eye, whereas 
the other is hidden from us:''— and 
Calovius, “ Christ was using that kind of 
proof which is called d posteriori.” But 
there is a deeper consideration in this 
solution, which the words of the Lord in 
ver. 48 bring before us. The sense of for- 
giveness of sin is not altogether correspon- 
dent to the sense of forgiveness of a debt. 
The latter must be altogether past, and a 
fact to be looked back on, to awaken 
gratitude : the former, by no means so. 
The expectation, the desire, and hope of 
forgiveness, the faith of ver. 60, awoke 
this love; just as in our Christian life, the 
2 
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forgiven ; for she loved much : but to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, 
^Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat 
began to say within themselves, p Who is this 
that forgiveth sins also ? And he said to the wQman^ 
‘^Ekv. M:’ ‘^Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace. 

^lik 48 ^ YIII. 1 And it came to pass afterward, that he ^ went 
throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God : and the twelve 
\ywerc'] with him, ” and ® certain women, which had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magda- 
b Mark xvj. 0 . b whom ® wcnt seven devils, ^ and J oanna the 

wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many 
others, which ministered unto ^him of their substance. 
^ And when much people were ® gathered together, and 
were ^ come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable : 


^ render y journeyed. ^ omit. 

® render, had COme! ^ read, them. 

® render, gathering. ^ render. Coming. 


love daily awakened by a sense of forgive- 
ness, yet is gathered under and summed 
up in a genertil faith and expectation, that 
*in that day’ all will be found to have 
been forgiven. The remission (forgive- 
ness) of sin^, inti) which we have been 
baptized, and in which we live, yet waits 
for that great “ T?i^ sins are forgiven 
thee’* which He will then pronounce. 

she loved much — viz, in the acts 
related in w. 44— 46. llemark that 
the assertion regarding Simon is not “y<?w 
mns are forgiven,” but little is for- 
given;” stamping the subjective character 
of the part relating to him : — he felt, 
or cared about, hut little forgiveness, and 
hia little love shewed this to be so. 

49.] This appears to have been said, 
not in an hostile, but a reverential s])irit. 
Perhaps the also alludes to the miracles 
WTOught in the presence of John’s mes- 
sengers. 60.] See on ver. 47. The 

woman’s faith embraced as licr own, and 
awoke her deepest love on account of, 
that forgiveness, which the Lord now 
first formally pronounced. in. (lite- 

rally into) peace ; see 1 Sam. i. 17 ; not 
only 'in peace,’ but implying the state 
of mind to which she might now look 
forward. 

Chap. VIII. 1—3.] Jesus makes a 

CIBCIJIT TEACHING AND HEALING, WITH 

His TWELVE disciples, and minister- 
ing WOMEN. Peculiar to Luke. A gene- 


ral notice of our liord’s travelling and 
teaching in Galilee, and of the w’omen, 
introduced again in ch. xxiii. 55 ; xxiv. 10, 
who ministered to Him. 2.] seven 
devils : see ver. 30. 3.] Prof. Blunt 

has observed in his Coincidences, that we 
find a reason here why Herod should say 
to his servants (Matt. xiv. 2), 'This is 
John the Baptist,’ &c., viz. — because his 
steward’s wife was a disciple of Jesus, and 
so there would be frequent mention of 
Him among the servants in Herod’s court. 

This is Herod Antipas. Joanna 
is mentioned again eh. xxiv. 10, and again 
in company with Mary Magdalene and 
others. Susanna is not again mentioned. 

ministered, providing food, and 
giving other necessary attentions, 
unto them, viz. the Lord and His 
AjKistles. 

4 — 16.] Parable of the Sower. 
Matt. xiii. 1 — 8, 18 — 23. Mark iv. 1 — 20. 
For the jmrable and its explanation, see 
notes on Matthew, where I have also noticed 
the varieties of expression here and in Mark. 
On the relation of the three accounts to 
one another, see notes on Mark. Our 
Lord had retired to Capernaum, — and 
thither this multitude were flocking toge- 
ther to Him. 4.] The present participle 
gathering, is overlooked by the A. V. ; as is 
also coming to him ; literally, coming up 
one after another. It was the desire of those 
who had been impressed by His discourses 
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^ A sower went out to sow his seed : and as he sowed, 
some fell.by the way side ; and it was trodden down, and 
the fowls of the air devoured it. ® And some fell upon & a 
rock ; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, 
bec^se it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among 
^ thorns ; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 
s And other fell on ^good ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold. And ^ ivJmi he had said these 
things, he cried. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

^ And his disciples asked him, saying. What might this 
parable be ? And he said. Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God : but to 
1 others m parables ; ^tliat seeing they ^ might not see, and cisa.vL®. 
hearing they ^ might not understand. Now the parable 
is this : The seed is the word of God. Those by the 
way side are they that hear ; then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 
believe and bo saved, They on the rock are they, 
which, when they “ hear^ receive the word with joy ; and 
these have no root, which ®for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away. And that which fell 
among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and arc choked with cares and riches and pleasures 
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that 
on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth ^ ^ 

fruit P icith patience. ^ No man, when he hath lighted 


§r render^ the. 

i render y the good ground. 
^ render y the rest. 

^ rendevy have heard. 

P render, in. 


^ render, the thoms. 

^ render, in saying. 
render, may. 

® see note on Matt, xiii. 20. 


and miracles to be further taught, that 
brought them together to Him now. He 
spoke this parable sitting in a boat, and 
the multitude on the shore. 14.] 

this life belongs to all three substantives. 

16. J It has been said, on Matthew, 
ver. 23, that all receptivity of the seed is 
from God — and all men have receptivity 
enough to make it matter of condemnation 
to them that they receive it not in earnest, 
and bring not forth fruit. But there is in 
this very receptivity a wide difference be- 
tween men ; some being false -liearted, 
hating the truth, deceiving themselves, — 
others being earnest and simple-minded, 


willing to be taught, and humble enough 
to receive with meekness the engrafted 
word. It is of these that our Lord hero 
speaks; of this kind was Nathanael, the 
Israelite indeed in whom was no guile, 
John i. 48 : see also John xviii. 37, “ Every 
one that is of the truth, hearetb My voice,** 
and Trench on the Parables, in loc. 
in patience — consistently, through the 
course of a life spent in duties, and amidst 
discouragements — ‘‘ he that endureth unto 
the end, the same shall he saved, lAntt, 
xxiv. 13. 

16— ly Mark iv. 21 — 25, where see 
notes. The sayings occur in several parts 
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a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a 
bed ; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter 
e Matt. *.28. ixi may see the light. e Pqj. nothing is secret, that shall 
not be made manifest ; neither any thing hid, that shall 
not be known and come abroad. Take heed therefore 
y® whosoever hath, to him shall be given ; 

and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have. 

Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and 
could not come at him for ^ the press. And it was told 
him [® by certain which said\ Thy mother and thy 
brethren stand without, desiring to see thee, ^nd he 
answered and said unto them. My mother and my 
brethren are these which hear the word of God, and 
do it. 


Now it came to pass on * < 5 ^ certain day ^ that he went 
into a ship with his disciples : and he said unto them. Let 
us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they 
launched forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep : and 
there came down a storm of wind on the lake ; and they 
were ^ filled with water, and were in jeopardy. And 
they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, 
we pepsh. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the 

^ render, to light. ^ render, the multitude. 

* omitted hy many ancient authorities. ^ literally, OnC of the days. 

^ render, filling. 


of Matthew (v. 15 j x. 26; xiii. 12), hut 
in other connexions. Euthym. remarks 
well, “ It is likely that Christ spoke such 
sayings as these at different times.” On 
the meaning of the separate sayings, see 
notes on the passages in Matthew. Ob- 
serve that ver. 18, how ye hear is “ what 
ye hear” in Mark, and seemeth to have 
is **hath” in Mark. 

19—21.] The mothee and beetheen 
or Jesus seek to see Him. Matt. xii. 
46 — 60. Mark iii. 31 — 35. The incident is 
introduced here without any precise note 
of sequence ; not so in St. Matthew, who 
says, after the discourse in ch. xii., while 
he was yet speaking to the multitudes” 

and St. Mark “ There came then” 

.... having before stated, ver. 21, that 
His relations went out to lay hold of Him, 
— for they said, “ He is beside Himself.” 
We must conclude therefore that they have 
it in the exact place, and that St. Luke 
only inserts it among the events of this 
series of discourses, as indeed it was, but 


without fixing its place. His account is 
abridged, and without marks of an eye- 
witness, which the others have. 

22—26.] Jesus, ceossinu the lake, 
STILLS THE STOKM. Matt. viii. 18, 23 — 
27. Mark iv. 35 — 41. The chronology of 
this occurrence would be wholly uncertain, 
were it not for the precision of St. Mark, 
who has introduced it by “ the same day, 
when the even was come” i. e. on the same 
day in which the preceding parables were 
delivered. How it has come to be mis- 
placed in Matthew, must ever be matter 
of obscurity. The fact that it is so, is no 
less unquestionable, than the proof that it 
furnishes of the independence of the two 
other Evangelists. 22. on one of the 
days] This serves to shew that St. Luko 
had no data by which he could fix the 
following events. If he had seen the 
Gospel of St. Mark, could this have been so ? 

23.] came down — from the sky, — or 
perhaps from the mountain valleys around : 
sec Matt, vii. 27, and note on Acts xxvii. 
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raging of the water : and they ceased, and there was a 
calm. 25 ho said unto them, Where is your faith ? 

And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, 

What manner of man is this, '^for he commandeth even 
the winds and water, and they obey him ? 

26 And they ^ arrived at the comitry of the * Gadarenes, 
which is over against Galilee. 27 And when he went forth 
to land, there met him y out of the city a certain man, 
which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither 
abode in any house, but in the tombs. 28 When he saw 
Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a 
loud voice said. What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of God most high ? I beseech thee, torment me not. 

26 For he ^ had commanded the imclean spirit to come out 
of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him : and he 
was kept ^ hound with chains and in'] fetters ; and ® he 
brake the hands, and was driven of ^ the devil into the 
wilderness. 60 And Jesus asked him saying. What is thy 

^ render, that. ^ literally, sailed down tO. 

* read here, Gerasenes. y render, a Certain man out of the city. 

render, was commanding. ^ render, bound, guarded with . . 
^ omit. ® render, breaking the bands, he was driven, 

d i. e, not “ the Devil,” personal ; hut the daemon which possessed him. 


14. 24.] See notes on Matthew. 

25.] In Matthew this reproof comes before 
the stilling of the storm. But our account, 
and that in Mark, are here evidently 
exact. 

2Q — 39.] Hkalikgi op a DjEmoniac in 

THE LAND OP THE CtERASENES. Matt, 
viii. 28—34. Mark .v. 1 — 20, in both of 
which places see notes. 26.] over 

against Galilee, a more precise description 
than “ the other side,” Matthew, or “ the 
other side of the sea,” Mark. 27.] 

out of the city belongs, not to met him 
as in A. V., but to a certain man — a 
certain man of the city. The man did 
not come from the city, but from the 
tomhb. I put to any reader the ques- 
tion, whether it were possible for either 
St. Mark or St. Luke to have drawn up 
their account from Matthew, or with Mat- 
thew before them, seeing that he mentions 
two possessed throughout ? Would no no- 
tice be taken of this ? Then indeed would 
the Evangelists be but poor witnesses to the 
truth, if‘ they could consciously allow such 
a discrepancy to go forth. Of the discre- 
pancy itselfj no solution has been propped 
which can satisfy any really critical mind. 


That one should have been prominent, nnd 
the spokesman is of course possible, but 
such a liypothesis does not help us one 
whit. Where two healings take place, 
narrators do not commonly, being fully 
aware of this, relate in the singular : and 
this is the pha3nomenon to be accounted 
for. It is at least reasonable to assign 
accuracy in such a case to the more 
detailed and chronologically inserted ac- 
counts of 8t. Mark and St. Luke. ware 
no olothes is to be taken literally. The 
propensity to go entirely naked is a well- 
known symptom in certain kinds of raving 
madness; see Trench, Miracles, p. 167, 
note f. 29.] he was commanding, 

imperfect tense : in the midst of tliis 
ordering, and as a consequence of it, the 
possessed man cried out, as in last verse. 

brake the bands] The unnatural 
increase of muscular strength is also ob- 
served in cases of raving madness (as 
indeed also in those of any strong con- 
centration of the will) ; see Trench as 
above. 30.] Lightfoot (on Mark v. 9) 
quotes instances of the use of legion 
(made into a Hebrew word) for a great 
number, in the Rabbinical writings. The 
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name P And he said, Legion : because many devils were 
entered into him. And they besought him, that he 
g Rev. XX. 8. would not commaud them to go out ^ into the ® deep, And 
there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the moun- 
tain : and they besought him that he would suffer thefn to 
enter into them. And he suffered them. Then went the 
devils out of the man, and entered into the swine : and the 
herd ran violently down steep place into the lake, and 
were choked. When they that fed them saw what was 
done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the 
country. ^5 Then they went out to see what was done ; 
and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the 
devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, 
and in his right mind : and they were afraid. They 
also which saw it told them by what means he that was 
possessed of the devils was healed. ^7 g X/ien the whole 
multitude of the country ^of the Gadarenes round about 
hActsxvi.so. besought him to depart from them ; for they were taken 
with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and 
returned back again. Now the man out of whom the 
devils were departed besought him that he might be with 
him : but Jesus sent him away, saying, Return to thine 
own Ijouse, and shew how great things God hath done 
unto thee. And he went his way, and published through- 
out the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto 
him. 

And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, 

® literally, the abyss. ^ render, the precipice, 

g render. And. ^ read and render, round about the Gerasenes. 


fact of many daemons having entered into 
this wretched man, sets before us terribly 
the utter break up of his personal and 
rational being. The words will not bear 
any figurative rendering, but must be 
taken literally (see ver. 2 of this chap., 
and ch. xi. 24 ff .) ; viz. that in the same 
sense in which other poor creatures were 
possessed by one evil spirit (see note on 
Matthew), this man, and Mary Magda- 
lene, were possessed by many, 31. the 
ahysa] This word is sometimes used for 
Hades in general (Rom. x. 7), but more 
usually in Scripture for the abode of 
damned spirits ; see reff. This last is cer- 
tainly meant here — for the request is co- 
ordinate with the fear of torment ex- 
pressed above (see note on ch. xvi. 23). 


But, as Dr. Wordsworth remarks, wc must 
distinguish between the abyss, the inter- 
mediate place of torment, and the lake of 
fire, into which the devil will be cast by 
Christ at the end : see Rev. xx. 3, 10. 

36.] they went out, viz. the people in the 
town and country ; “ the whole city Mat- 
thew; here understood in ver. 34, 
at the feet of Jesus] This particularity 
denotes an eye-witness. The phrases com- 
mon to Mark and Luke, e. g. clothed, and 
in his right mind, and they that saw it, 
denote a common origin of the two narra- 
tives, which have however become con- 
siderably deflected, as comparison will 
shew. 88 , 39.] See notes on Mark. 

40 — 60.] Raising op JaJeus's 

DAUGHTER, AND HEALING OF A WOMAN 
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the people \} gladly\ received him : for they were all 
waiting ^r him. And, behold, there came a man 
named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue : and 
he fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he 
would come into his house : for he had one only 

daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. 
But as he went the people thronged him. ^ And a 
woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had 
spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be 
healed of any, came behind him, and touched the 
^ border of his garment : and immediately her issue of 
blood stanched. And Jesus said. Who touched me ? 
When all denied, Peter and they that were with him 


^ omit : not in the original. 

WITH AN ISSUE OF BLOOD. Matt. ix. 1, 
18 — 26. Mark v. 21 — 13. Our account 
is that one of the three which brings out 
the most important points, and 1 have 
therefore selected it for lull comment. 

40.] received him — i. e. welcomed Him ; 
the gladly ” of the A. V. is a correct com- 
ment, but is more than is in the original 
text. for they were all waiting for 
him: here we have an eye-witness again. 

41.] a ruler of the synagogue : 
‘‘one of the rulers of the synagogue f 
Mark;— in Matthew only “a certain 
ruler.*' 42.] one only daughter, 

peculiar to Luke, but perliajis implied in 
the aflectionate diininutive of Mark, 
lay a dying] In Matthew she is repre- 
sented as already dead. He is not aware 
of the subsequent message to Jalrus, and 
narrates concisely and generally. The 
crowd seems to have followed to see what 
would happen at Jairus^s house ; see ver. 
54. 43.] St. Mark adds, that she 

grew nothing better, but rather worse. 

44.] Her inner thoughts are given 
in Mark, ver. 28. Tliere was doubt- 
less a weakness and error in this woman’s 
view; — she imagined that healing power 
flowed as it were magically out of the 
Lord’s person ; and she touched the fringe 
of his garment as the most sacred, as well 
as the most accessible part : see Matt, 
xxiii. 5 : Num. xv. 37 — 4b. But she ob- 
tained what she desired. She sought it, 
though in error, yet in faith. And she 
obtained it, because this faith was known 
and recognized by the Lord. It is most 
true objectively, that there did go forth 
healing power from Him, and from his 
Apostles (see Mark vi. 56 : Luke vi. 19 : 
Acts V. 15; xix. 12), but it is also true 


^ render, bcm, as in Matt. ix. 20. 

that, in ordinary cases, only those were 
receptive of this whose faith embraced the 
truth of its existence, and ability to heal 
them. The error of her view was over- 
borne, and her weakness of apprehension 
of truth covered, by the strength of her 
faith. And this is a most encouraging 
miracle for us to recollect, when we are 
disposed to think desj)ondiiigly of the ig- 
norance or superstition of much of the 
Christian world : that He who accepted 
this woman for her fai^i even in error and 
weakness, may also accept them. 45.] 
We are not to imagine that our Lord was 
ignorant of the woman, or any of the 
circumstances. The question is asked to 
draw out what followed. See, on the 

part of Jesus Himself, an undeniable in- 
stance of this, in ch. xxiv. 19— and note 
there. The healing took place hy His 
will, and owing to His recognition of her 
faith: sec similar questions, Gen. hi. 9, 
and 2 Kings v. 25. ’ Peter and they 
that were with him] A detail contained 
only here. On the latter part of this 

vevvse many instructive remarks have been 
made in sermons — sec Trench, Mir., p. 
192, note (edn. 2) — to the effect that many 
press round Christ, but few touch Him, 
only the faithful. Thus Augustine, Even 
thus is it now with His body, i. e. His 
Church. She is touched by the faith of 
few, though crowded by the mob of the 
many.” And Chrysostom, “The believer 
on the Saviour toucheth Him, but the un- 
believer throngeth and vexeth Him.” It 
is difficult to imagine how the miracle 
should be, as Dr. Wordsworth calls it, “a 
solemn warning to all who crowd on 
Christ:” or how such a forbidding to 
come to Him should be reconciled with 
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said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, 
and sayest thou. Who touched me ? And Jesus said, 
Somebody \} hatli] touched me : for I perceive that 
ich.vi.i9. virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw 
that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling 
down before him, she declared unto him before all the 
people for what cause she had^ touched him, and how 
she was healed immediately. j^e said unto her. 

Daughter, [® be of good comfort ;] thy faith hath made 
thee whole ; go in peace. While he yet spake, there 
cometh one from the ruler of the syTiagogue[’s house], 
saying to him. Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the 
Master. But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, 
saying. Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made 

^ omit. render j pOWer. ^ omit. 

0 omitted hy many ancient authorities. It was prohahly inserted from Matt. ix. 22. 


** Come unto Me all . . Rather should 
we say, seeing it was one of those that 
thus crowded on Him who obtained grace 
from Him, that it is a blessed encourage- 
ment to us not only to crowd on Him, 
but even to touch Him : so to crowd on 
Him as never to be content till we have 
grasped if it be but His garment for our- 
selves : not to despise or discourage any 
of the least of those who “ make familiar 
addresses to Him iti (so called) religious 
hymns,’’ seeing that thus some of them 
may touch Him to the healing of their 
souls. I much fear that if my excellent 
friend had been keeping order among the 
multitude on the way to the house of 
Jairiis, this poor woman would never have 
been allowed to get near to Jesus. But I 
hope and trust that he and I shall rejoice 
together one day in His presence amidst a 
greater crowd, whom no man can number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues. 47.] It is not necessary 
(though perhaps probable), from the when 
denied, ver. 45, that the woman should 
also have denied with them. She may 
have hidden herself among the crowd. 
Our Lord (Mark, ver. 32) looked around to 
see **her that had done this thing” — a 
wonderful precision of expression, by which 
His absolute knowledge of the whole 
matter is set before us. trembling: 
and more, knowing what was done to 
hcTy” Mark; which is implied here. All 
this is omitted in Matthew ; and if we had 
only his account, we should certainly de- 
rive the wrong lesson from the miracle; 
for there we miss altogether the reproof, 
and tlie shame to which the woman is put ; 


and the words of our Lord look like an 
encomium on her act itself. Her confes- 
sion before all the people, is very striking 
here, as shewing us that Christ will have 
Hknself openly confessedy and not only 
secretly sought : that our Christian life is 
not, as it is sometimes called, merely ‘ a 
thing between ourselves and Ood but a 
good confession, to be witnessed before all. 

48. ] How lovingly does our Lord 

re-assure the trembling woman ; her faith 
saved her — not merely in the act of 
touching, but as now completed by the act 
of confession; — it saved her mediately y as 
the connecting link between herself and 
Christ ; but the power which went out 
from Him,” working through that faith, 
saved her energetically y and as the work- 
ing cause ; — “ hy grace , through faith,” 
Eph. ii. 8. in peace] See ch. vii. 50 

and note. St. Mark’s addition, 

whole of thy plague,” is important, as 
conveying to her an assurance that the 
effect which she felt in her body should be 
permanent ; that the healing, about which 
she might otherwise almost have doubted, 
as being surreptitiously obtained, was now 
openly ratified by the Lord’s own word. 

49. ] Little marks of accuracy come 
out in each of the two fuller accounts. 
Here we have there cometh one, which 
was doubtless the exact fact : — in Mark 
^Hhere came certain,” — generally ex- 
pressed. In Mark again we learn not only 
that Jesus lieard, — but that the message 
was not reported to Him, but He over- 
heard it being said, which is a minufr 
detml not given here. Nothing could 
more satisfactorily mark the independent 
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whole. And when he came into the house, he suffered 
no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and 
the father and the mother of the maiden. And all 
wept, and bewailed her: but he said. Weep not; V she is 
not dead, *^but sleepeth. And they laughed him to 
scorn, knowing that she was dead. And he \^put them 
all out, and'] took her by the hand, and called, saying. 

Maid, ^ arise. And her spirit came again, and she arose i 
straightway: and he commanded to give her ^ meat. 

And her parents were astonished : but he charged “ 
them that they should tell no man what was done. 

IX. 1 Then he called ^ his twelve disciples together, and 
gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure 
diseases. ^ And ^he sent them to preach the kingdom of ach.x.i.o. 
God, and to heal P the sick\ ^ And he said unto them, bch.x.4 : 
Take nothing for your journey, neither ^ staves y nor scrip, 
neither bread, neither money ; neither have two coats 
apiece. ^ And whatsoever house ye enter into, there 
abide, and thence depart. ^ And whosoever will not 
receive you, when ye go out of that city, ® shake off the oActsxiii.si. 
very dust from your feet for a testimony against them. 

P readj for she, ^ omit. ** rendeVy to eat. 

®’ ready the Twelve. ^ omit. ® r^ady Staff, 


authority of the two narratives. 60.] 
and she shall be made whole is only here. 

61.] Our Lord had entered the 
house, where He found tumulty and 
them that wept and wailed greatly y* 
Mark : “ the minstrels and people making 
a noisey* Matthew, who were all following 
Him into the chamber of death. On this 
He declared who were to follow Himy and 
uttered the words “ Give place ” &c., Mat- 
thew. — Then Ho entered with His three 
Apostles and the parents. I say this, not 
for the sake of harmonizing, but to bring 
out the sequence in our narrative here, 
which unless we get the right meaning for 
suffered no man to go in, seems disturbed. 

63.] The maiden was actually dead, 
as plainly appears from the knowing that 
she was dead. The words, she is not dead 
but sleepeth, are no ground for surmising 
the contrary: see note on Matthew, ver. 
24. 64.] Mark gives the actual Ara- 

maic words uttered by the Lord, “ Talitha 
cumi.” 66.] her spirit came i^ain: 
see Judges xv. 19, 1 Kings xvii. 21, in the 
former of which places death had not 
taken place, but in the latter it had ; so 
that no inference adverse to her actual 


death can be derived from the use of the 
word. The command to give her to eat, 
shews that she was restored to actual life 
with its wants and weaknesses; and in 
that incipient state of convalescence, which 
would require nourishment. The testi- 
mony of Mark here precludes all idea of a 
recovery from a mere paroxysm — “ and she 
walked*^ One who “ lay at the point of 
death ** at the time of the father’s coming, 
and then died, so that it could be said of 
the minstrels and others who had time to 
assemble, “ knowing that she wets deady ” — 
could not, supposing that they were mis- 
taken and she was only in a trance, have 
risen up and walkedy and been in a situa- 
tion to take meat, in so short a time after. 
Every part of the narrative combines to 
declare that the death was real, and the 
miracle a raising from the dead, in the 
strictest sense. 86.] The injunction, 
however, was not observed ; for we read in 
Matthew, ^Hhe fame hereof went abroad 
into all that land'^ 

Chap. IX. 1—5.] Mission op the 
Twelve. Matt. x. 6— 15. Mark vi. 7— 
13. Mark’s account agrees nearly exactly 
with the te\t. The discourse is given at 
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® And they departed, and went through the towns, preach- 
ing the gospel, and healing every where. 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done 
hy him] : and he was perplexed, because that it was 
said ® of some, that John was risen from the dead ; ® and 
® of some, that Elias had appeared ; and ® of others, that 
one of the old prophets was risen again. ^ And Herod 
said, John have] I beheaded : but who is this, of whom 
I hear such things ? And he desired to see him. 
dch.ixiii.8. 10 ^ And the apostles, when they were returned, told 
him all that they had done. And he took them, and went 
aside privately into a desert place belonging to the city 
called Bethsaida. And the people, when they knew it, 
followed him : and he received them, and spake unto them 
of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of 
healing. i^And \Swhen] the day began to wear away; 

^ omitted hy the most ancient authorities, ® e. by. 

^ omit, ? omit. 


much greater length in Matthew, wlierc see 
notes. 7 — 9.] Herod Antipas hears 

OF THE FAME OF JeSUS THROUGH THE 
DOINGS OF THE TWELVE. Matt. xiv. 1 
— 12. Mark vi. 14-29. How inexpli- 
cable would be the qmissionof the death of 
John the Baptist, by the Evangelist who 
has given so particular an account of his 
ministry, (ch. iii. 1 — 20,) if St. Luke had had 
before him the narratives of St. Matthew 
and St. Mark. 7.] “ hy him,” though not 
genuine, and an explanatory gloss, points 
to the right account of the matter. Herod 
(see Mark) heard the account of the mira- 
cles wrought by the Twelve; but even 
then it was SIS name which was spread 
abroad. These works were done in their 
Master’s Name, and in popular rumour 
passed for Sis, 9 .] The repetition 
of « I (which is emphatic in the original) 
implies personal concern and alarm at the 
growing fame of Jesus ; see notes on Mat- 
thew. 

10 — 17 .] Return of the Apostles. 
Jesus retires to Bethsaida. Feed- 
ing OF THE FIVE THOUSAND. Matt, 
xiv. 13 — 21. Mark vi. 30 — 44. John vi, 
1 — 13. Compare the notes on each of 
these. 10 .] He went in a ship (Mat- 
thew, Mark, John), of which our Evan- 
gelist seems not to have been informed ; for 
we should gather from our text that it 
was hy land. A great difficulty also at- 
tends the mention of Bethsaida here. At 
first sight, it would appear to be the well- 


known Bethsaida, on the western bank of 
the lake, not far from Capernaum. But 
(1) our Lord was on this side before, — see 
ch. viii. 37 ; and (2) Mark (vi. 45) re- 
lates that after the miracle of the loaves 
He caused His disciples to cross over to 
Bethsaida. But there were two places of 
this name : — anotlier Bethsaida (Julias) lay 
at the top of the lake, on the Jordan : see 
Stanley, p. 381, edn. 3. Now it is very 
likely that our Lord may have crossed the 
lake to this Bethsaida, and St. Luke, find- 
ing that the miracle happened near Beth- 
saida, and not being informed of the crossing 
of the lake, may have left the name thus 
without explanation, as being that of the 
other Bethsaida. St. Mark gives us the 
exact account : that the Lord and the dis- 
ciples, who went hy sea, were perceived by 
the multitude who went hy land, and arrived 
before Him. How any of these accounts 
could have been compiled with a know- 
ledge of the others, I cannot imagine. 

11 .] See note on Mark, ver. 34. 

he received them] This word in- 
cludes what St. Mark tells us of His going 
forth from His solitude, or perhaps landing 
from the ship, and seeing a great multi- 
tude, and having compassion on them ; he 
received them, i. e. did not send them 
away. 12 .] As the Three agree in their 
account, and St. John differs from them, 
see the difference discussed in notes there. 
In his account, the enquiry proceeds/rom 
our Lford Svmelf, aqd is {^dressed to 
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then came the twelve, and said unto him, Send the multi- 
tude away, that they may go into the towns and country 
round abftut, and lodge, and get victuals : for we arc here 
in a desert place. But he said unto them. Give ye them 
to ej^t. And they said. We have no more but five loaves 
and two fishes ; except we should ^ go and buy meat for all 
this people. For they were about five thousand men. 

And he said to his disciples. Make them sit down ’^hy 
fifties in a company. And they did so, and made them 
all sit down, Then he took the five loaves and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed them, and 
brake, and gave to the disciples to set before the multi- 
tude. And they did eat, and were all filled : and there 
was taken up of fragments that remained to them twelve 
baskets. 

1® And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his 
disciples were with him : and he asked them, saying. 

Whom say the people that I am? They answering 
said, ® John the Baptist; but some say, Elias ; and others «vor. 7 .s. 
say, that one of the old prophets is risen again. He 
said unto them. But whom say ye that I am? ^ Peter f John vi.09. 
answering said. The Christ of God. straitly 

charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that 
thing ; ^2 saying. The Son of man must sufier* many 

^ render, OUrselveS gO. 

t render, by Companies of about fifty. 


Philip, and answered by Philip and Andrew. 

14. by companies of about fifty] 
St. Mark gives “ hy hundreds and hy 
fifties” with his usual precision. 

Besides these companies, there were the 
women and children unarranyed ; see on 
John vi. 10. 16.] On the symbolic 

import of the miracle, see notes on John 
vi. Immediately after this miracle, 

St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. John re- 
late the walking on the sea, which, and 
the whole series of events following as far 
as Matt. xvi. 12, — the healings in the land 
of Gennesaret, — the discourse about un- 
washen hands, — the Syrophmnician woman, 
— the healing of multitudes by the sea of 
Galilee,— the feeding of the 4000, — the 
asking of a sign from Heaven, — and the 
forgetting to take bread, — are wholly 
omitted by our Evangelist. Supposing him 
to have had St. Matthew’s gospel before 
him, how is this to be explained ? 

It is also an important observation, that 


the omission by St. Luke of the second 
miracle of feeding is not to be adduced 
against its historical reality, as some have 
done, since it is only omitted as occurring 
in the midst of a large section, which the 
accounts gathered hy St. Luke did not 
contain. 

18 — 27.] Confession of Petee. 
Fiest announcement of the Passion 
AND Resurkection. Matt. xvi. 13 — 28. 
Mark viii. 27 — ix. 1. The lA)rd had gone 
into the neighbourhood of Caesarea Phi- 
lippi; — see notes on Matthew’. 19. 

that one of the old prophets is risen 
again] See ver. 8. There is no improba- 
bility, nor contradiction to St. John’s ac- 
count that the multitudes sought to make 
him a king, in our Lord’s asking this 
question. We must remember that such 
enquiries were not made by Him for in- 
formation, but as a means of drawing out 
the confession of others, as here. 

20.] See the important addition, the pro- 
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things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 

^ And he said to them all. If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me. ^ For whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it : but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same 
shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 

*‘For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words, of bim shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of 
the holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, there be 
'^some standing here^ which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the kingdom of God. And it came to pass 
about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and 
John and James, and went up into ^ a mountain to pray. 
29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was 
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 20 And, 
behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses 
and Elias : who appeared in glory, and spake of his 
decease which he should accomplish at J erusalem. ^2 m 
iDan.vui.i8: p^^er aud they that were with him * were heavy with sleep : 
^and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 

^ render, some of those that stand here. ^ render, the. 
render {j‘or the saTce of what follows^ , XoW. 

“ render, but having kept awak e 


mise to Peter, in Matthew, w. 17 — 19. 

22.] As far as slain is nearly verbatim 
with Mark : the last clause nearly so with 
Matthew. And yet, according to the 
Commentators, St. Mark has compiled his 
account from St. Matthew and St. l/uke. 
The almost verbal agreement of the three 
in so solemn and sad an announcement, is 
what we might expect. Such words would 
not be easily forgotten. 23.] to them 
all — ** having called the multitude with 
His disciples,” Mark. There is no allusion 
to what He had said to Peter in this all. 

25.] himself is ** his life ” in Matthew, 
Mark: — his life, in the highest sense. 

26.] After words St. Mark adds 
** in this adulterous and sinful genera- 
tion.” ‘The Glory is threefold: (1) Mis 
own, which He has to and for Himself as 
the exalted Messiah : (2) the glory of 
Ood, which accompanies Him as coming 
down from God’s Throne : (3) the glory of 
the angels, who surround him with the& 


brightness.’ Meyer. 27.] See note 

on Matthew, ver. 28. 

28 — 36.] The Transfigueation. 
Matt. xvii. 1 — 8. Mark ix. 2 — 8. I have 
commented on the relation of the three 
accounts in the notes on Mark, and on the 
Transfiguration itself in those on Mat- 
thew, which treat also of the additional 
particulars found here. 28.] about 
an eight days is “ after six days ” in Mat- 
thew and Mark, the one reckoning being 
exclusive, the other inclusive. to pray] 
See on ch. v. 16. This Gospel alone gives 
us the purpose of the Lord in going up, 
and His employment when the glorious 
change came over Him. 31.] This 

decease is expressed in the original by the 
word exodus, going forth, which could be 
no other than His death. which he 
should accomplish, literally, fulfil,— by 
divine appointment. 82.] Not ‘ when 
they were anvaJce,* as A. V., which is not 
the sense of tlie word, — but having kept 
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two men that stood with him. And it came to pass, as 
they ^departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, 
it is good*for us to be here : and let us make three taber- 
nacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias : 
not Ijnowmg what he said. While he thus spake, there 
came a cloud, and overshadowed them ; and they feared as 
they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice 
out of the cloud, saying, ^ This is my ^ P beloved Son : 

^hear him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was 
found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in 22 . 
those days any of those things which they had seen. 

And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they 
were come down from the *1 hilly ^ much people met him. 

And, behold, a man of the ® company cried out, sa 3 ring, 

Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son : for he is mine 
only child. And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he sud- 
denly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth 
again, and bruising him ^hardly departeth from him. 

^ And I besought thy disciples to cast ^ Jmn out ; and 
they could not. And Jesus answering said, 0 faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, 
and suffer you ? Bring thy son hither. And as he was 
yet a coming, ^ the devil threw him down, and tare him. 

And Jesus rebuked the unclean sjnrit, and healed the 
child, and delivered him again to his father. ^ And they 

0 render, were departing. P read, chosen. 

^ render, as above, ver. 28, mountain, 
r literally, a great multitude. * render, multitude. 

^ e. with difficulty. ^ render, it, as in the last verse, 

^ i. e. the daomon, or evil spirit, ver. 39. 


awake through the whole. The word 
seems to be expressly used here to shew 
that it was not merely a vision, seen in 
sleep. 83.] as they departed, i. e. 

while they were departing the words 
were said with a desire to hinder their 
departure. not knowing what he 

said — from fear and astonishment— “/or 
they were sore afraid,” Mark. 34.] 

There is no difference in the accounts, as 
has been imagined : the as they departed 
. . . , ver. 33, is only an additional par- 
ticular, and the rest is exactly in accor- 
dance. Notice however the remarkable 
word chosen of the correct text : and 
compare the references, — in which places 
only in the New Testament the term is 
applied to the Son of God. Compare also 


Ps. Ixxxix. 3, 19: Isa. xliii. 10 (cited in 
Matt. xii. 18). 36.] St. Luke gives 

the result of our Lora's command to 
them : the command itself is related in 
Matthew ver. 9, and Mark ver. 9. 

37 — 42.] Healing op a possessed 
PERSON. Matt. xvii. 14 — 21. Mark ix. 
14 — 29. The narrative in Mark is by far 
the most copious, and I have there com- 
mented at length on it. 37. the 

next day] The transfiguration probably 
took place at night, — see on Matt. xvii. 1, 
— and this was in the morning. St. Luke 
omits the whole discourse concerning Elias 
(Matthew and Mark, vv. 9 — 13). 38.] 

he is mine only child is peculiar to Luke. 

43—45.] Ofe Lord's second ak- 
JJQUNCEMENT OP HiS DEATH. Matt. XVU. 
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were all amazed at the ^ mighty poiver of God. But while 
they wondered every one at all things which * Jesus did, 
he said unto his disciples, Let these sayings sink down 
into your ears : for the Son of man y shall he delivered into 
mch ii. w: the hands of men. ^5ro;3^t they understood not this 
saying, and it was hid from them, * that they perceived it. 
not : and they feared to ask him of that saying. 

Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of 
them should be greatest. And Jesus, perceiving the 
^ thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by him, 
o Malt. X. 40. -^8 and said unto them, ® Whosoever shall receive this child 

Johniii.44: . , _ _ in* 

xiii. 20 . m my name receiveth me : and whosoever shall receive me 
pMatt.xxiii. receiveth him that sent me ; ^’for he that is least among 
qseeNum.xi. you all, tho samc ^ shall be great. ^ And John answered 
and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name ; and we ® forbad him, because he foUoweth not 

^ render, majesty. * read, he. y render, is about to be. 

2 render, that they might not perceive it. 

render, reasoning : it is the same toord as in the last verse, 

^ read, is. ® literally, hindered him. 

22, 23. Mark ix. 30—32. 43, 44,] all doing so, had not the narratives of St. 

— the multitude — in contrast with *‘your Matthew and St. Mark, by mentioning an 
ears of ver. 44. these sayings, not, outward expression of this thought, ofiercd 
as some, * the foregoing discourses and a temptation to discover a discrepancy, 
wonders — that would give no sense, — for Had our narrative stood by itself, we 
the disciples were thinking exclusively of should have understood it, as I do now, of 
tliose already: nor strictly ^ what I am a dispute which had taken place or was 
about to tell you* so that these sayings taking place, and which, though not 
should be identical in meaning with “ this actually spoken out before the Lord, was 
saying ** below, ver. 45 : but these sayings, yet open to His discerning eye, so that not 
of which this was now the second; — ‘these only the words, but the disputing of their 
intimations which I make to you from thoughts, was known to Him. 48.] 
time to time respecting My sufterings and The discourse as here related has the 
death.’ The Resurrection, expressly men- closest connexion and harmony. The dis- 
tioned in the others, is omitted here. puto had been, who (among the Twelve) 

45.] The sense here is not to be evaded by should be greatest, — i. c. greatest in the 
forcing it, as A. V., to mean ‘ so that they kingdom of heaven : for other greatness is 
did not .,,, ,* but to be literally rendered, not to be thought of,— the minds of the 
that they might not, as ill Matt. i. 22 al. It disciples being always on this, as just 
was the divine purpose, that they should about to appear ; and our Lord reminds 
not at present be aware of the full signifi- them, that no such precedence is to be 
cancy of these words. thought of among those sent in His name ; 

46—50.] Jesus rebukes the disci- for th%t even a little child, if thus sent, is 
PLES FOE THEIE EMULATION AND EX- clothed with His dignity ; and if there be 
CLUSIVENESS. Matt, xviii. 1 — 5. Mark ix. any distinction among such, it is this, that 
33 — 40. The most detailed account is in he who is like that child, humblest and 
Mark, where I have discussed the dilfer- least, i. e. nearest to the spirit of his Lord, 
ences in the three narratives. 46.] he is the greatest, 49, 60.] On the 

Tliere is not the least occasion to confine connexion of this answer with the pre- 
the word reasoning to the sense of an in- ceding, see on Mark. It is even more 
ward doubt and questioning in the heart strikingly brought out here. Our Lord 
of each ; indeed I will venture to say that had declared the absolute equality of all 
no interpreter would have thought of sent in His name — and that if there were 
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with us. And Jesus said unto him, ^ Forbid him not : 
for * he that is not against us is for us. 

An(? it came to pass, ® when the time was come that he 
should he received up^ ^he stedfastly set his face to go to 

^ diteraliy^ Hinder. 

® render^ as the days of his receiving up were being accomplished. 
^ render, he himself. 


any difference, it was to be made by a 
deeper self -renouncing. Then arises the 
thought in the mind of the ardent son of 
Zebedee, of the exclusive cmd peculiar 
dignity of those who were thus sent, the 
apostles: and he relates what tliey had 
done, as a proof of his fully appreciating 
this exclusive dignity. The link to what 
has preceded, is in the words in thy name 
. . . See the rest in Mark. 

61— Chap. XIX. 28.] Incidents dhb- 
iNa THE Lord's last journey to Jeru- 
salem. We now enter upon a long and 
most important portion of our Gospel, pe- 
culiar in this form, and most of it entirely 
peculiar, to St. Luke. At ch. xviii. 15 he 
again joins the narrative of St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, within a few verses of where 
he parted from them. Kespecting this 
portion,*! will observe, without entangling 
myself in the harmonistic maze into which 
most of the interpreters have ventured, (1) 
that the whole of it is to be understood 
here as belonging to our Lord's last 
journey from Galilee to Jerusalem ; see 
below on ver. 51. (2) that evidently that 

journey was not a direct one (see ch. x. 1 ; 
xiii. 22, 31 ; xvii. 11 ; xviii. 31, and notes), 
either in time, or in the road chosen. 
(3) that in each of the two other Gospels 
there is a journey placed at this very time, 
described Matt. xix. 1, “ Ke departed from 
Galilee, and came info the borders of 
Judaa beyond Jordan,^* and Mark x. 1, 
“ JLe arose from thence, and cometh into the 
borders of Judaea by the farther side of 
Jordanj* — which, in their narrative also, 
is the last journey from Galilee to Jeru~ 
Salem. (4) that in John x. 22, we find our 
Lord at Jerusalem, at the feast of Dedi- 
cation, in the winter (about the end of 
December), without however any hint as to 
how or whence He came there. (5) that 
the whole time between that feast and 
His Passion is spent thus : — After the 
attempt to stone Him, John x. 31, He re- 
tired to Bethany beyond Jordan (see John 
i. 28, corrected text) ; — was summoned 
thence by the message from Martha and 
Mary to Bethany near Jerusalem, where 
He raised Lazarus ; — again retired to 
Ephraim, somewhere beyond Jericho, on 
VoL. I. 


the borders of the desert ; — six days before 
the passover came to Bethany, and the 
anointing took place, &c. ; this whole time 
being three months and a few days. (6) I 
believe then that we have obtained a fixed 
critical point in all the four Gospels for 
the last journey from Galilee, after which 
He never returned (in the flesh) thither 
again. And this last journey was to the 
fea^t of Dedication, or at all events brought 
Him in time for that* feast (for it does 
not look like a journey specially to a feast) 
at Jerusalem. It was between the feast 
of tabeniacles in John vii. 2, to which He 
went up privately (ib. ver. 10), and the 
occasion when we find Him in Solomon’s 
porch, John x. 22. (7) The three first 

Evangelists relate nothing of the being in 
Jerusalem at the feast of dedication, or 
indeed at all, except at the last passover. 
We therefore find in them nothing of the 
retirements to Bethany (beyond Jordan) 
and Ephraim; but the removal of our 
Lord from Galilee to the confines of 
Judeea through the parts beyond Jordan 
is described as uninterrupted. (8) We 
are now I believe in a situation to appre- 
ciate the view with which our Evangelist 
inserts this portion. He takes this journey, 
beginning its narrative at the very same 
place where the others do, as comprehend- 
ing — as indeed in strict historical fact it 
did — the last solemn farewell to Galilee 
(ch. X. 13 — 15), the final resolve of our 
Lord to go up to Jerusalem (ix. 51), and, 
— which in its wider sense it did, — all 
the records which he possessed of miracles 
and discourses between this time and the 
triumphal entry. (9) As to arranging or 
harmonizing the separate incidents con- 
tained in this portion, as the Evangelist 
himself has completely by his connecting 
words in many places disclaimed it (see 
ch. ix. 57; x. 1, 25, 38; xi. 1, 14; xii. 1; 
xiii. 1, 10, 22 ; xiv. 1, 25 ; xv. 1 ; xvii. 1, 
5, 11, 20 ; xviii. 1, 9),— I do not suppose 
that we, at this distance of time, shall 
succeed in doing so. The separate diffi- 
culties will be treated of as they occur. 

61.] The verb is not pa^t, as A. V. 
— not, when the time (days) was come 
(accomplished), but as the days were 
A A 
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Jerusalem, and sent messengers before his face ; and 
they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to 
B John iv. 4, 9. make ready for him, And Hhey did not receive him, 
because his face was S as though he icoidd go to Jeru- 
salem. And when his disciples James and John saw 
this, they said. Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven, and consume them[, ^ even as 
t9^King8i.io, t p 65 But he turned, and rebuked them[, ^and 

said. Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
u John m. 17; 66 ^OT “the Sou of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them]. And they went to another village. 

6* literally^ going. ^ omiUed hy some ancient authorities, 

i omitted hy most of our oldest MSS., hut contained in the most ancient versions, 
and quoted hy some very ancient writers. See note. 


being acoomplished : i. e. approaching their 
accomplishment. hifl receiving np 

can have hnt one meaning ; see Mark xvi. 
19 : Acts i. 2 j ii. 22 : 1 Tim. iii. 16 : in all 
which places the verb belonging to this 
substantive is used in the original : his 
assumption, i. e. ascension into heaven. 

He himself resumes the subject, not 
without some emphasis implying his own 
voluntary action. set his face is a 

Hebrew way of speaking, implying deter- 
minate fixed purpose; see Isa. 1. 7, the 
sense of which, as prophetic of the Messiah 
going to his sufferixgs, seems to be referred 
to in this expression. 52.] messengers, 
who have been assumed without reason to 
have been James and John, Sama- 
ritans] On the enmity of the Jews and 
Samaritans, see note, John iv. 9. The 
publicity now courted by our Lord is in 
remarkable contrast to His former avoid- 
ance of notice, and is a feature of the close 
of His ministry, giving rise to the accu- 
sation of ch. xxiii. 6. to make ready 

for him must mean something more, surely, 
than to provide board and lodging ; there 
is a solemnity about the sentence which 
forbids that supposition. It must have 
been to announce the coming of Jesus as 
the Messiah, which He did not conceal in 
Samaria as in Judaea and Galilee, see 
John iv. 26 ; and the refusal of the Sama- 
ritans' must have been grounded on the 
jealousy excited by the preference shewn 
for the Jewish rites and metrojiolis. They 
expected that the Messiah would have 
confirmed their anti-Jewish rites and 
Gerizim temple, instead of going up so- 
lemnlv to Jerusalem, and thereby con- 
demmng them. 54 .] The disciples 
whom He named ‘ sons of thunder,' Mark 
iii. 17. They saw some insult of manner. 


or actual refusal to allow the Lord to 
enter their village. That a collision of 
this kind did take place is plain from the 
last verse, and implied from the occasion 
alluded to by the two Apostles, where 
the fire was invoked in the presence of 
the oftending persons. It happened also 
in Samaria. fire, not lightning, but 
fire, as in the passage alluded to, and in 
1 Kings xviii. 38. It is exceedingly 
diflficuit (see margin) to determine the true 
reading in this passage, which seems to 
have been more than usually tampered 
with, or wrongly written. In this great 
uncertainty, I have thought the candid 
way is to let my edited text reflect such 
uncertainty, and I have therefore printed 
these latter debateable words in the same 
type as the text, and have annotated on 
them. 65. Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of] Besides the mistaken 
ways of explaining these words of our Lord 
(e. g. * Do you not see what a [had] spirit 
you are shewing V) there are two senses 
which they may bear. (1) Afifirmative, as in 
A. V., — Ye think ye are influenced by the 
same spirit as once influenced Elias . . . but 
ye are in error. Ye have indeed a zeal for 
God, but not according to knowledge; 
the oftspring of human partiality, not of 
divine inspiration," Grotius ; or (2) inter- 
rogative — ‘ Know ye not what manner o^ 
spirit ye belong to {are of) V the spirit 
meant being the Holy Spirit. 'The Spirit 
in Elias was a fiery and judicial spirit, as 
befitted the times and the character of 
God’s dealings then ; but the Spirit in Me 
and mine is of a different kind — a spirit of 
love and forgiveness.’ The latter of 

these is perhaps better suited to the con- 
text; but the former is more according to 
the usage of the expression Ye know (not) 
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'^And \y‘it came to pass, that,'] as they went in the 
way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest. And J esus said unto him, 

^ Foxes have holes, and thirds of the air have nests; but 
thebSon of man hath not where to lay his head. ^ And wMatt.vui. 21 . 
he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, 
suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said 
unto him, “ Let the dead bury their dead : but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God. And another also said, 

Lord, * I will follow thee ; but let me first 2:0 bid them X see 1 Kinpra 

^ ® xLi. 20. 

farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus 
said unto him, Xo man, having put his hand ® to the 
plough, and looking back, is P fit for the kingdom of 
God. 


X. ^ After these things the Lord appointed PP other seventy 
^ omit. ^ render y The foxes. 

^ render, the birds. ^ render. Leave the dead to bury. 

® render, on. P rather perhaps, serviceable. 

PP render, others also, seventy in number. 


in the gospels : see note in my Greek Tes- 
tament. I have therefore punctuated ac- 
cording to the former sense : which, indeed, 
seems more naturally followed by the for 
of the clause following. It is very 

interesting to remember that this same 
John came down to Samaria (Acts viii. 14 
— 17) with Peter, to confer the gift of the 
Holy Spirit on the Samaritan believers. 

67—62.] St. Matthew Mii. 19—22) re- 
lates the contents of vv. 57 — 60, but at a 
totally different period of our Lord’s mi- 
nistry, viz. His crossing the lake to go to 
Gerasa. It is <]uite impossible to decide 
which Evangelist has placed the incidents 
in their proper chronological place. When 
we once begin to speculate on such things, 
it is easy to find a fitness, on whichever 
side of the argument we range ourselves. 
Only (see notes on Matthew) we must not 
adopt the wretched subterfuge of the har- 
monists, and maintain that the two events 
took place twice, each time consecutively, 
and each time with the same reply from 
our Lord. 67, 68.] See notes on 

Matthew. 69. Follow me] This com- 
mand is implied in Matthew, where the 
reply is, as here, “ Lord, suffer me first” . . . 
which words could hardly be spoken with- 
out a reference in the first ” to it. 

60.] go thou and preach (literally, dis- 
seminate, go about announcing) the king- 
dom of God is peculiar to Luke, and shews 
the independence of his source of informa- 
tion. Am I wrong in supposing also, that 


it connects this incident with the sending 
out of the Seventy, which follows imme- 
diately afterwards ? 61, 62.] Peculiar 

to Luke. The answer of our Lord again 
seems to refer to the sending out into the 
harvest (ch. x. 2), foii which the present 
Seventy were as it were the ploughmen, 
first breaking up the ground. The saying 
itself is to be explained simply from agri- 
cultural operations — for he who has his 
hand on the plough, guiding it, must look 
on the furrow which his share is making — 
if he look behind, his work will be marred. 

serviceable, not ^fit,' but well 
adapted, ‘the right sort of workman.’ 
The sense is more immediately applicable 
to the ministry of the Gospel of Christ, 
which will least of all things bear a divided 
service and backward looks, — but of course 
afiects also every private Christian, in- 
asmuch as he too has a work to do, — 
ground to break, and a harvest to reap. 

Chap. X. 1 — 16.] Mission of the 
Seventy. It is well that St. Luke has 
given us also the sending of the Twelve : — 
or we should have had some of the Com- 
mentators asserting that this was the 
same mission. The discourse addressed to 
the Seventy is in substance the same as 
that to the Twelve, as the similarity of 
their errand would lead us to suppose it 
would be. But there is this weighty 
difference. The discourse in Matt. x. in 
its three gi*eat divisions (see notes there), 
sneaks plainly of an office founded, and a 


A A 2 
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aho, and *sent them two and two before his face into 
every city and place, whither he himself would come. 
i» Mnti lx. » 7 , 2 •> q Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is 
caTheas.iii.i. great, but the labourers are few: ®pray ye tbereiore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send, forth labourers 
d Matt. X. 16. into his harvest. ^ Go your ways: ‘^behold, I send you 
eMatLx.o, 10 . forth as lambs among wolves. Carry neither purse, 
fa’Kilig^iv.ao. nor scrip, nor shoes: and ^salute no man by the way. 
g Matt. 1.12. 6 g ^nd into whatsoever house ye enter, first say. Peace be 
to this house. And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon it : if not, it shall turn to you again. 
h^Matfc.x.n. 7 ^And the same house remain, ^eating and drinking 
k Matt. X. 10. such things as they give : for the ^ labourer is worthy of 
&c 1 Tim. iiis hire. Go not from house to house. ® And into what- 

V. 18. 

soever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things 
ich.ix.2. as are set before you : ^ ^ and heal the sick that are therein, 
x!' 7.' and say unto them, "'The kingdom of God is come nigh 
unto you. But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they 
nMatt.x.u. receivo you uot, go your ways out into the streets of the 
same, and say, " Even the very dust of your city, which 

^ read, And he said. ® render, in the house itself. 

ministry appointed^ which was to involve first is more probable, from the similarity 
a work, and embrace consequences, co- of the discourses. The number of 

extensive, both in space and duration, with seventy might perhaps have reference to 
^ 4he world. Here we have no such prospec- the seventy elders of Israel, Exod. xxiv. 1 ; 
tive view unfolded. The whole discourse Numb. xi. 16 : — all sorts of fanciful analo- 
is confined to the first division there (vv. gies have been found out and insisted on 
1 — 15), and relates entirely to present (and moreover forced into the text), which 
duties. Their sending out was not to are not worth recounting. 2.] See 

prove and strengthen their own faith, — Matt. ix. 37 and notes. 3, 4.] The 
but to prepare the way for this solemn time was now one of greater danger than 
journey of the Lord, the object of which at the mission of the Twelve ; therefore 
was the announcement of the near approach vcr. 3 is bound immediately up with their 
of the kingdom of God, — and the tennina- present sending, whereas in Matt. x. 16 it 
tion of it, the last events at Jerusalem, regards a time yet distant in the future j 
Their mission being thus temporary, and also one requiring greater haste, — which 
expiring with their return, it is not to be accounts for the addition, salute no man 
wondered at that we hear nothing of them by the way. These reasons also account 
in the Acts. This last is surely an absurd for merely the healing the sick being en- 
objection to bring against the historic joined, ver. 9. 6.] the son of peace: 

truth of their mission, seeing that the i. e. persons receptive of your message of 
Acts are written hy this same Evangelist, peace; — see reff. 7 — 12.] See on Matt, 

and the omission is therefore an argument x. 11 — 15. Tlie particular directions here 
for, and not against, that truth. are different. 7.] in the (that) house 

The words should not be rendered, as in itself (see ver. 6, where it was last spoken 
A. V., * other seventy also* but as in of] the inhahitants having been since men- 
margin, others also, seventy in number, tioned) remain. Beware of rendering it 
see ch. xxiii. 82. The others may refer, in the same house, as A. V., which the ori- 
either to the Twelve, ch. ix. I, or perhaps, ginal will not admit. 9.] The kingdom 
from the similarity of their mission, to the of God is come nigh unto you is a later an- 
VMSsengers in ch. ix. 62. But perhaps the nouncement than generally, the kingdom 
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^ deaveth on us, we do wipe off against you : notwithstand- 
ing be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come 
nigh unto you. Bui] I say unto you, that ®it shall "’S^.kvi n 

be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that 
city. iSp'W'oe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, p Matt. xi. 21. 
Bethsaida! '^for if the mighty works had been done in qEzok.m.o. 
Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a 
great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 

But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the judgment, than for you. ’'And thou, Capernaum, rMatt.xi.23. 
^ which art ® exalted to heaven, shall he thrust down to hell. « o'.- 
Gle that heareth youheareth me ; and “he that despiseth tStlx'.V 
you despiseth me ; ^ and he that despiseth me despiseth ^ 
him that sent me. 

17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, 

Lord, even the devils are subject unto us ^through thy w johnxii.si. 
name, And he said unto them, beheld Satan as 

^ read, cleaveth to us, on our feet. c omit. 

^ read, shalt thou be exalted unto heaven ? thou shalt be. 

® render, in. 


of Qod is at hand,” Matt. x. 7. 13.] In 

these words, wliich our Lord had littered be- 
fore (Matt. xi. 21 ff.), He takes His solemn 
farewell of the cities where the greatest 
number of His miracles had been done, 
and discourses uttered : they being awful 
examples of that city just described. 

16.] See Matt. x. 40 and notes. 

17—24.] Keturn oe the Seventy. 
As in ch. ix. 6 — 10, St. Luke attaches the 
return of the Seventy very closely to their 
mission. They probably were not many 
days absent. They say nothing of the re- 
ception of their message, — or it is not 
brought out in the Gosjiel, as not imme- 
diately belonging to the great central 
object of narration ; they rejoice that more 
power seems to be granted to them than 
even His words promised, seeing that He 
commissioned them only to heal the sick, 
not to cast out devils, as He did the 
Apostles, ch. ix. 1. That this was a 
ground of joy not to be •prominently 
brought forward, is the purport of our 
Lord’s answer ; the whole of which as far 
as ver. 24 inclusive is in the strictest con- 
nexion, and full of most weighty and deep 
truth. 17.] The fact that it was in thy 
name is perhaps too much lost sight of in the 
words unto us here — the disciples rejoice in 
their own endowment, and the source of it 
is put into the background. 18.] We may 


understand these words in two ways : (1) 
we may say, that in this brief speech our 
Lord sums up hy anticipation, as so often 
in the discourses in John, the whole great 
conflict with and defeat of the Power of 
evil, from the first, even till accomplished, 
by His own victory. The words, I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven, refer 
to the original fall of Satan, when he lost 
his place as an angel of light, not keeping 
his first estate; which fall however had 
been proceeding ever since step by step, 
and shall do so, till all things be put under 
the feet of Jesus, who was made lower 
than the angels. And this I beheld be- 
longs to the period before the foundation 
of the world when He abode in the bosom 
of the Father. He is to be (see ver. 22) 
the Great Victor over the Adversary, and 
this victory began when Satan fell from 
heaven. At the same time it may be 
doubted whether it is not (2) grammati- 
cally more correct, to refer the imperfect 
tense, I beheld, was beholding, to the 
time just past, — to the Lord’s prophetic 
sight at the time of the ministering of 
the Seventy. If this view be correct, the 
words do not refer to any “ triumph just 
gained,” but to the Lord’s glorious anti- 
cipations of final triumph, felt during the 
exercise of power by His servants, 
as lightning] Not the suddenness only 
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xMark^vus. lightning fall from heaven, Behold, ^give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and ovef all the 
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the 
spirits are subject unto you ; but [& rather^ rejoice, beccChse 
^ 2 ^*^ ta w'’"' ^ names are written in heaven. * In that hour ^ J esus 
i! Siliv!' rejoiced in ^spirit, and said, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord 
|i. Jev\im. of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from 
z Mutt! xi. 26 . prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes : 

t rmd, have given. S omit, with nearly all the anthoriiies, 

^ many ancient authorities have, he rejoiced. 

^ read, with all the most ancient authorUies, the boly spirit. 


of the fall, but the brightness of tlie 
fallen Angel is thus set forth. The de- 
scription is not figurative, but literal ; 
i. e. as far as divine words can be said to 
be literal, being accommodated to our sen- 
suous conceptions. See on this verse, Isa. 
xiv. 9 — 15, to which the words have a 
reference j and Rev. xii. 7 — 12. 

19 .] Our Lord here, — including all the 
evil and ])oison in nature in the power of 
the enemy,— from the i)owcr given Him 
over that enemy, asserts the gift to them, 
extended afterwards to all believers (Mark 
xvi. 18), of authority to ‘ bruise the head of 
the serpent * (Gen. liy 15). There is an evi- 
dent allusion to Ps. xci. 13. 20.] The 

connexion is — ‘ seeing that the power which 
I grant to you is so large, arising from my 
victory over the enemy, — make not one 
particular department of it your cause of 
joy, nor indeed the mere subjection of evil 
to you at all— hwi this, — the positive and 
infinite side of God’s mercy and goodness 
to you, that He hath placed you among 
Sis redeemed ones* the spirits is 

something difierent from the devils (dse- 
xnons) in those words above, and denotes a 
wider range of infiuence — influence over 
spirit for good — whereby the ** spiritual 
things of wickedness ” (so literally in Eph. 
vi. 12) are subjected to the believers in 
Christ. written in heaven is an ex- 
pression in various forms frequent in 
Scripture, and is opposed to written in 
earth,” Jer. xvii. 13, said of the rebellious. 
But no immutable predestination is asserted 
by iti— in the very first place where it 
occurs, Exod. xxxii. 32, 33, the contrary is 
implied : — see Ps. Ixix. 28 ,* Isa. iv. 3 ; Dan. 
xii. 1 ; Phil. iv. 3 ; Heb. xii. 23 ; Rev. iii. 
5, xiii. 8, XX. 12, 15. The words your 
names seem to be a reference to in thy 
name above, which perhaps was with them 
a medium of self-praise, as so often with 


Christians. Our Lord says, ' the true 
cause of joy for you is, not the power 
shewn forth by or in you in My Name, but 
that you, your names, artJ in the book of 
life’ — tis testified by the Spirit which 
*^heareih ivitness with our spirit that we 
are children of Godf Rom. viii. 16. And 
this brings us to vcr. 21, where our Lord 
rejoices in the revelation of these things 
even to the babes of the earth by the will 
and pleasure of the these things 

— not, the power over the enemy — but all 
that is implied in written in heaven. 

This, which is the true cause of joy to the 
believer, causes even the Saviour Himself 
to triumph, anticipating Isa. liii. 11. 

21.] The words the holy, before spirit, can- 
not w’ell be excluded from the text ; the 
expression as thus standing, is alone in the 
New Testament, but is agreeable to the 
analogy of Scripture : compare Rom. i. 4 : 
Heb. ix. 14 : 1 Pet. iii. 18 : sec also Rom. 
xiv. 17 : 1 Thess. i. 6. The ascription of 
praise, and the verses following, are here 
in the very closest connexion, and it is per- 
fectly unimaginable that they should have 
been inserted in this place arbitrarily. 
The same has been said of their occurrence 
in Matt. xi. 25 j and, from no love of har- 
monizing or escaping difficulties, but from 
a deep feeling of the inner spirit of both 
discourses, I am convinced that our Lord 
did litter, on the hoo separate occasions, 
these weighty words ; and 1 find in them 
a most instructive instance of the way in 
which such central sayings were repeated 
by Him. It was not a rejoicing before (in 
Matthew), but only a confession : compare 
the whole discourse and notes. That 

the introductory words in that hour, or 
“ at that thnef may have been introduced 
from one passage into the other, and per- 
haps by some one who imagined them the 
same, I would willingly grant, if needful; 
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even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

j a things are delivered to me of my Father : and 
^no man knoweth who the Son is, hut the Father; and 
who the Father is, hut the Son, and he to whom the Son 
'^wfll reveal him. And he turned him unto his disciples, 
and said privately, ® Blessed are the eyes which see the c Matt, xiii.io. 
things that ye see ; for I tell you, ^ that many prophets dipet.i.io. 
and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, 
and have not seen them ; and to hear those things which 
ye hear, and have not heard them. 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted 
him, saying, ® Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal ® 
life ? 26 jj0 gaid mito him, What is written in the law ? 


how readcst thou ? 27 And he 

j mafii/ ancient atiihorities read. And 
and said. All things .... 

^ better, is pleased to. 

not that, in the presence of such truths, 
such a trifle is worth mention, but that 
the shallow school of modern critics do 
mention, and rest upon such. On vv. 21, 
22, see notes on Matt. xi. 25 — 27, ob- 
serving here the gradual narrowing of the 
circle to wliich our Lord addresses him- 
self, ver. 22 (margin), — then ver. 23 the 
same, with privately added. 23.] 

This verse should not be marked off from 
ver. 22 by a new paragraph, as is done in 
the A. V. : much less, as in the Gospel for 
the 13th Sunday after Trinity, joined with 
what follows: except perhaps that the 
lesson taught us by its occurring there is 
an appropriate one, as shewing us how the 
grace of Christian love, which is the sub- 
ject of the following parable, fulfils and 
abounds over, legal obedience. It is in 
connexion with the preceding, and comes 
as the conclusion after the thanksgiving in 
ver. 21. A similar saying of our Lord 
occurs Matt. xiii. 16, 17, but uttered alto- 
gether on a different occasion and in a 
difi’erent connexion. 24. prophets 

and kings] David united both these, also 
Solomon. There may be an especial 
reference to the affecting last words of 
David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1 — 5, which certainly 
are a prophecy of the Redeemer, and in 
which he says, ver. 5, *'This is all my 
salvation, and all my desire, though he 
make it not to grow:^' — see also Gen. 
xlix. 18. 

•26—87.] Question of a lawyer; 

THE PARABLE OP THE OOOD SAMARITAN. 

Peculiar to Luke. As Stier remarks, it is 


answering said, fThou 
be turned him unto his disciples. 


well that St. Luke has related the other in- 
cident respecting an enquiry of the same 
kind, for the critics would be sure to liavc 
maintained that this incident was another 
report of Matt. xix. 16. Such clear cases 
as this should certainly teach us caution, in 
cases where no such proof is given of the 
independence of the‘\Ufferent narratives ; 
and should shew us that both questions 
addressed to our Lord, and answers from 
Him, were, as matter of fact, repeated. 

See however a case to which this 
remark does not apply, ch. ix. 57 tf. 

25.] No immediate sequence from ver. 24 
is implied. lawyer, a kind of scribe — 

** a doctor of the lawf ch. v. 17 — whoso 
especial office it was to teach the law, see 
Tit. iii. 13 ; “ one of the scribes,^* Mark 
xii. 28. There is no reason to sup- 
pose that the lawyer had any hostile in- 
tention towards Jesus, — rather perhaps a 
self-righteous spirit (see ver. 29), which 
wanted to see what tliis Teacher could 
inform him, who kneto so much already^ 
Thus it was a tempting or trying of Jesus, 
though not to entangle Him : for what- 
ever had been the answer, this could hardly 
have followed. what shall I do] He 

doubtless expects to hear of some great 
deed; but our Lord refers him back to 
the Law of which he is a teacher. 

20. how readest thou ?] A common rab- 
binical formula for eliciting a text of 
Scripture. how \ i. e. to what pur- 

port ; so that the answer should contain a 
summary of his reading in the Law. 

27.] The first part of this, together with 
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slialt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and witb^ all thy 
(ri.eT.iii.i8. mind; and thy k neighbour as thyself. And he said 
h Lev. xvlii.5. unto him, Thou hast answered rio^ht : this do, and thou 

Neh. ix. 29. ^ 

willing to ^justify himself, said unto 
ich.xvi.i6. Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus answer- 
ing said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. And by chance there came down a certain 
k ps. ixxviii. pi’iest that way : and when he saw him, ^ he passed by on 
the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at 
the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the 
ijohniv. 9 . other side. But a certain ^ Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was: and when he saw him, he had 


Deut. xi. 13 if., the Jews had written on 
their phylacteries, and recited night and 
morning : but not the second ; so that 
the idea that Jesus pointed to the phy- 
lactery of the lawyer, will not hold. 

Meyer thinks the man answered thus, 
because he had before heard our Lord cite 
these in connexion, and with an especial 
view to asking the question who is my 
^eifihhour V* It nwy have been so ; — 
but I should rather believe the same spirit 
with which he began, to have carrie<i him 
on to this second question- The words 
willing to justify himself seem to imply 
this ; but sec below. 29.] Meyer ex- 

plains this : The questioner, having been 
by our Lord's enquiry, “ how readest 
thou V* himself thrown into the position 
of the answerer, yet, “ williny to justify 
himself f wishing to carry out the purpose 
with which he asked at first, and to cover 
what otherwise would be his shame at 
being answered by so simple a reply, and 
that his own, — asks, who is my neigh- 
hour V * — I may observe that wo need not 
take the whole of this explanation, but 
may well suppose that *‘to justify him- 
self** may mean, ‘to get himself out of 
the difficulty i* viz. by throwing on Jesus 
the definition of one*s neighbour^ which was 
very narrowly and technically interj)reted 
among the Jews, excluding Samaritans 
and Gentiles. 30.] answering, lite- 

rally, taking him up,— implies that the 
question was made an occasion of saying 
more than the mere answer. went 

down, both because Jerusalem was higher, 
and because *to go v/p* \% the usual phrase 
for journeying towards a metropolis- 


from Jerusalem to Jericho, about 150 
stadia (i. e. about 18 miles 6 furlongs) dis- 
tant. The road passed through a wilder- 
ness (Josh.xvi. 1) which was notorious for 
the robberies committed there. “Arabs, 
. . . which race, given to habits of plunder, 
to this day infests the borders of Palestine, 
and lies in wait for travellers from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, as our Lord relates in 
the Gospel." Jerome, Commentary on Jer. 
iii. 2. The same Father, who lived for 
many years in the neighbourh(X)d, men- 
tions that a juirt of the road was so in- 
famous for murders, as to be called the 
red or bloody way, and that in his time 
there was a fort there garrisoned by Ro- 
man soldiers, to protect travellers, 
fell among: i. e. they surrounded him. 

stripped him, not merely of his 
clothing, but of all he had; — despoiled 
himf as the Vulgate renders it. 

31.] Many priests journeyed this way, for 
Jericho was a priestly city ; this man is 
perhaps represented as having been up to 
Jerusalem in the order of his course, and 
returning. The Law and Prophets 

enjoined the act of mercy w'hich this priest 
refused ; see Exod. xxiii. 4, 5 : Deut. xxii. 
1 — 4 ; Isa. Iviii. 7, not, it is true, literally y 
— and therefore he neglected it. He did 
not even go up to him to examine him, but 
passed by on the opposite side of the road. 

32.] The Levite, the inferior minis- 
ter of the law, did even worse; when he 
was at the place, he came and saw him ; — 
came near, and then passed, as the other. 

33 — 36.] The Samaritans were en- 
tvrely, not half Gentiles. Why our 
Lord mentions the name here, see b^ow. 



28 - 37 . 


ST. LUKE. 


361 


compassion [^on him], and went to him, and bound 
up his wojmds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on 
his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him. on the morrow [“^when he departed], 

he tot)k out two Spence, and gave them to the host, and 
said [“^unto him]. Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now] of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves ? And 
he said. He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus 
unto him. Go, and do thou likewise. 

^ not, in the original, ^ omitted hy many of the oldest authorities. 


^ render, 

had compassion] Thi^ was the 
great difference between the Samaritan 
and the others;— the actions which follow 
are but the expansion of this compassion. 

oil and wine] These were usual 
remedies for wounds in the East; Galen, 
cited by Wetstein, prescribes thus for a 
wound in the head, “ down the ten’ 
derest leaves of the olive, — gour in oil 
and red wine, and make a plaster — see 
also Isa. i. 6. on his own beast, 

thereby denying himself the use of it. 

Tliis is the only place where an 
inn, as we understand the word, a house 
for reception of travellers kept hy a host, 
as distinguished from an empty caravan* 
serai, is mentioned. The Rabbinical writers 
frecpiently speak of such, but under a name 
adopted from this Greek word. Rlcek re- 
marks that this serves to shew, that there 
were such inns in that neighbourhood, 
though certainly they were not frequent. 

two denarii] Some see in this, two 
days^ wages. See note on Matt. xx. 2. 

36.] It will be observed that our 
Lord not only elicits the answer from the 
questioner himself, but that it comes in an 
inverted form. The lawyer had asked, 
to whom he was to understand himself 
obliged to fulfil the duties of neighbour- 
ship V but the answer has for its subject 
one who fulfilled them to another. The 
reason of this is to be found, — partly 
in the relation of neighbourship being 
mutual, so that if this man is ray neigh- 
bour, 1 am his also; — but chiefly in the 
intention of our Lord to bring out a 
strong contrast, by putting the hated and 
despised Samaritan in the active place, 
and thus to reflect back the likewise more 
pointedly. “ Observe, that the was neigh- 
hour, is literally became neighbour. The 
neighbour Jews became strangers, the 


denarii. 

stranger Samaritan became neighbour, to 
the wounded traveller. It is not place, 
but love, which makes neighbourhood.^^ 
Wordsworth. 37.] Tdie lawyer docs not 
answer — ‘The Samaritan:^ he avoids this; 
but he cannot avoid it in conviction and 
matter of fact. do thou likewise, i. e. 
‘count all men thy neighbours, and love 
them as thyself.^ The student ac- 

customed to look at all below the surface 
of Scripture, wdll not miss the meaning 
which lies behind this parable, and which 
— while disclaiming all fanciful allegorizing 
of the text — I do not hesitate to say that 
our Lord Himself had^in view when He 
uttered it. All acts of charity and mercy 
done here below, are but fragments and 
derivatives of that one great act of mercy 
which the Saviour came on earth to per- 
form. And as He took on Him the nature 
of us all, being ‘not ashamed to call us 
brethren,’ counting us all His kindred, — 
BO it is but natural that in holding up a 
mirror (for such is a parable) of the truth 
in this matter of duty, we should see in 
it not only the present and prominent 
group, but also Himself and His act ot 
mercy behind. And thus we shall not (in 
spite of the scofts which are sure to beset 
such an interpretation, from the super- 
ficial school of critics) give up the inter- 
pretation of the Fathers and other di- 
vines, who see in this poor traveller, 
going from the heavenly to the accursed 
city (Josh. vi. 26 ; 1 Kings xvi. 34), — the 
race of man, the Adam who fell; — in the 
robbers and murderers, him who was a 
murderer from the beginning (J ohn viii. 
44);— in the treatment of the traveller, 
the deep wounds and despoilment which 
we have inherited from the fall;— *in the 
priest and the Levite passing by, the in- 
eflicacy of the law and sacrifice to heal 
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Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered 
into a certain village : and a certain wom^n named 
"^Martha received him into her house. And she had a 
sister called Mary, ” which also sat at ^^‘^Jesus^ feet, and 
heard his word. ^ But Martha was cumbered about hauch 
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone ? bid her 
therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things : one thing is needful : 


read, with many ancient 

and clotho us : Gal. iii. 21 (Trench remarks, 
that the Church, by joining the passage 
Gal. iii. 16 — 23 as Epistle, with this Para- 
ble as Gospel for tlie 13th Sunday after 
Trinity, has stamped this interpretation 
with her approval) : — in the good Sama- 
ritan, Him of whom it was lately said, 

“ Say we not well that thou art a Samari- 
tauy and hast a devil (John viii. 48) — 
who came to bind up the hrohen-heartedy 
to give them the oil of joy for mourniny 
(Isa. Ixi. 1 ff.) ; — who for our saTces be- 
came poor, that we throuyh His poverty 
might become rich : who, though now gone 
from us, has left with us precious gifts, and 
charged His ministers to feed His lambs, 
promising them, when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away (1 Pet. v. 2, 4). Further perhaps 
it is well not to go ; — or, if we do, only in 
our own private meditations, where, if we 
have the great clue to such interpretations, 
— knoivledge of Christ for ourselves, and 
a sound mind under the guidance of His 
Spirit, — we shall not go far wrong. But 
minutely to allegorize, is to bring the sound 
spiritual interpretation into disrepute, and 
throw stumbling-blocks in the way of 
many, who might otherwise arrive at it. 

88 — 42 .] Entertainment of our 
Lord at the house of Martha and 
Mart. It surely never could be doubted 
who this Martha and Mary were, nor 
where this took place, — but that the har- 
monizing spirit has so beclouded the sight 
of our critics. Bengel believes them not 
to he tho sisters of Lazarus, but another 
Martha and Mary somewhere olsej — and 
this in spite of the deep psychological 
identity of characters which meets us in 
John xi. xii. Gres well, still more 

strangely, believes the persons to be the 
same, but that they had another residence 
in Galilee. I shall, as elsewhere, take the 
text in its most obvious and simple inter- 
pretation, and where nothing definite is 


authorities, the Lord^S. 

inserted in it, throw light on it from what 
we know from other sources. And I 
believe most readers will agree with me 
in taking these for the sisters of Lazarus, 
and the village for Bethany. 38.] as 

they went need make no difficulty— -the 
whole of the events related in this section 
of the Gospel are allotted, as in the widest 
sense they belonged, to the last journey of 
our Lord from Galilee, which ended in the 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem; — sec note 
on ch. ix. 51 fi‘. Jesus, as we know that 
He afterwards did, so now probably, when 
at Jerusalem (at the feast of Dedication), 
abode at Bethany. He ‘ loved * — (only 
used in this sense by John with regard to 
this family, and to Martha and 

Mary and Lazarus — and this word implies 
surely hospitality and intercourse, 
a certain woman] It does not follow that 
Martha was a widow ; the incident brings 
out the two sisters, and therefore no 
others are mentioned. She may have had 
a husband or a father living. At all 
events, it is a consistency belonging to 
real life, that we find the same person 
prominent in the family in John, as here. 

39.] It does not appear that the 
meal had begun; far rather is it likely 
that Martha was busy about it. 

Mary sat at the Lord^s feet, as His disciple, 
while He was discoursing. 41 , 42 .] 
The rej3etition of her name indicates re- 
proof. thou art careful (it is the same 
word as that in Matt. vi. 25 &c., and there 
rendered to take anxious thought ”) 
expresses the inner anxiety : — troubled, 
the outer bustle and confusion. one 

thing] Perhaps we should not express the 
two words more definitely, for fear of 
narrowing the wide sense in which they 
are spoken. I can hardly doubt that our 
Lord, in the first and most obvious mean- 
ing, indicated that simpler preparation 
would have been all that was needful, but 
the many leads to the one, and that to the 
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and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not bo 
taken awaj from her. 

XI. 1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a 
certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
unto Sim, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples. ^ And he said unto them. When ye pray, say, 

^'Our Father which art in heaven']^ Hallowed be thy aMau.vi.o 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will he done^ as in 
heaven f so in earth.~\ ^ Give us day by day our daily 
bread. ^ And forgive us our sins ; for we also forgive 


® omit : see 

good part, the “one” being the middle 
term of comparison between the natural 
“many” and the spiritual “ good part.” 
So that the whole will imply — only ivithin 
the circle of Christas disciples, those who 
act from love (mistaken or otherwise) to 
Him— much as John vi. 27, — and will set 
before us the bread which perishcth on 
one hand, and that which eridurcth to 
everlasting life on the other. The good 
portion is the one tJdng which is needful 
— see John vi. 53, — the feeding on the 
bread of life by faith ; which faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the loord of 
Christ, which Mary was now receiving into 
her soul, and which (John vi. 54) shall 
never he taken away, hut result in ever- 
lasting life. IJic two types of charac- 
ter have ever been found in the Church ; 
both, caring for Him, and for love to Him 
doing what they do : hut the one busy and 
restless, anxious, and stirring j the other 
quiet and humble, content to sit at His 
feet and learn. We see here which of the 
two He praises. But on the other hand 
we must not derive any argument hence 
against an active Christian life of doing 
good: this is, in fact, to sit at His feet 
and learn — to take His yoke on us, and 
learn of Him. It is the bustling about 
the many things of which there is no need, 
which is blamed ; not the working out the 
fruits of the Spirit, which are needful, 
being parts themselves of the good part. 

Chap. XI. 1—13.] Jesus teaches 
THE DISCIPLES TO PRAT. The locality 
and time of the following incident are 
alike indefinite. The only limits are 
those of the great journey which is the 
subject of this section. There is no reason 
for supposing this to be the only occasion 
on which the Lord delivered this prayer to 
His disciples. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, it stands in close connexion with 
what goes before and here also. In so 
weighty a summary of His teaching as 
that was, He was not likely, when speak- 


note. 

ing of prayer, to omit it ; — when asked by 
His disciples to teach them to pray, Ho 
was not likely to depart from the form 
once given them. Such are ordinary pro- 
babilities, antecedent to every question 
affecting the two Gospels': and those critics 
who throw aside all such, are far more 
prejudiced in reality, than those who allow 
them full weight. The peculiar and 
abridged fonn in Luke,^^ says Meyer, “ is 
a proof that the apostolic Church did not 
use the Lord's prayer as a form.” Bather, 
we may say, a proof of the fidelity with 
which our Evangelist reproduced his ori- 
ginal re])orts, not correcting them, as 
otlu'rs after him did, to suit the forms 
most probably in use. If the apostolic 
Church did not use the fjord's Prayer as a 
form, — when did its tise begin, which wo 
find in every known Liturgy ? 1.] 

as John also . . . . of this fact we know 
nothing beyond the allusion hero. 

2.] When ye pray, say .... more definite 
than “ after this manner pray ye .. . .” in 
Matthew. On the ]5rayer itself, see notes 
on Matt. vi. 9 — 13. The clauses printed 
in brackets in the text could hardly by 
any possibility have been omitted by any, 
had they ever formed a part of it. The 
shorter form, found in the Vatican, the 
most ancient of all our MSS., and in 
the recently published Sinaitic MS., was 
the original one ; then the copyists in- 
serted the clauses which were not found 
here, taking them from St. Matthew. 
That this, and not the converse process, 
must have been the one followed, is evi- 
dent to any one who considers the mat- 
ter. Stier’s argumeMt, that our text has 
not been conformed to Matthew, because 
the doxology has never been inserted here, 
seems to me to tend in quite another direc- 
tion : the doxology Avas inserted there, be- 
cause that was the form in general liturgi- 
cal use, and not here, because this form 
was never used Uturgically. 8 .] 

literally .... for that day’s need, or, for 
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every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; hut deliver us from evU\ ^ And be said 
unto them, Wbicb of you shall have a friend, and shall go 
unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves ; ® for a friend of mine in his journey i^ come 
to me, and I have nothing to set before him ? 7 And he 

from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed ; I 
bch.iviii.i, cannot rise and give thee. ® I say unto you, Though he 
will not rise and give him because he is his friend, yet 
because of his P importunity he will rise and give him as 
cMatt.viK7:k many as he needeth. ^ ^And I say unto you. Ask, and it 
^v. 7 ^; James shall bo givcu you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh 
receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to him that 
dMatt.vii.g. knocketh it shall be opened. ‘^If a son shall ask bread 
of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone ? 
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent ? 

omit : see note, P render, shamelessness. 

that day. 4.] for we also .... ex- ment of domestic life here given us. The 
pressed here more strongly than in Mat- door is ‘barred,* not only ‘shut;* there is 
thew, as the plea for the exercise of the the trouble of unbarring it : the father 
divine forgiveness to us, — ‘/or it is our and children are in bed (observe how in 
our own practice ^ also to forgive:* but all the parables which place the Father, or 
notice the difference —there is no sin in the Husband, before us, the ilfofAer, or the 
this second case, between man and man, Bride, does not appear) ; and he cannot 
only the ordinary business word of this (i. e. will not, cannot from being over- 
world. 6.] Now follows a parable on come by reluctance) rise and give to him. 

continuing instant in prayer, of the same 8 .] The word is too mildly ren- 

nature as that in ch. xviii. 2 ff. In both dered in the A. V. by ^importunity* It 
parables, the argument is that called should be, as in margin, Bhamelessness. 

fortiori;* “if selfish man can be won It is presupposed here that the postulant 
by prayer and importunity to give, and goes on knocking and asking. 9.] 

unjust man to do right, much more cer- What follows is in the closest connexion, 
tainly shall the hountiful Lord bestow, and and will not bear the idea that it is trans- 
the righteous Lord do justice,** Trench; ferred here merely as being appropriate, 
who further remarks, that here interces- The asking, seeking, knocking, ^ answer 
sory prayer is the subject of the parable ; to the features of the parable. 10.] 

there, personal. And, that we must re- declares to us not merely a result observ- 
member that all reluctance on the part able here among men, (in which sense it is 
of God to answer our prayers is not real, Tiot universally true,) but a great law of 
but apparent only, and arises from deeper our Father^s spiritual Kingdom : a clause 
reasons working for our good : whereas out of the eternal Covenant, which cannot 
the reluctance in these two parables is be changed. 11 — 13.] Our Lord sets 

real, arising from sel^shness and contempt forth the certainty of our obtaining the 
of justice. 6. in his journey] In the Holy Spirit, (the unspeakable gift, in 
East it was and is the custom to travel which all other good gifts are included,) 
late at night, for coolness sake. Why from our Father, by another fortiori* 
three loaves does not appear. I forbear to argument, drawn from the love of earthly 
give the allegorical interpretations of the parents, so far less careful and tenderly 
number, which abound : the significance wise than He is over His children, 
of the thing asked for, see below on ver. For the rest, see notes on Matt. vii. 7 ff. 
13. 7.] We have an interesting frag- The egg wid scqrgign are ^dded hero* 
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12 or if he shall ask an egg, will he a offer him a scorpion ? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children : how much more shall ^ your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ? 

11^ %And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb, e 22 : 
And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the 
dumb spake ; and the ^people wondered. 1 ^ But some of 

^ render, give \ the word is the same as above, 

r literally, the Father from heaven. "Your” is not expressed at all. 


s render, multitudes. 

Tlie serpent and scorpion are the positively 
mischievous : the samples, ch. x, 19, of the 
power of the enemy:” — the stone, that 
which is simply unfit for food. So that 
God’s answers to our prayers consist of 
neither useless nor mischievous things, 
but of His best gift — His Holy Spirit — in 
all the various and fitting manifestations 
of His guidance, and consolation, and 
teaching, in our lives. This is (because 
this takes of and imparts to us by leading 
us continually to Him who is) the “bread” 
of the parable ; — the ** father of the family” 
is the Father from Heaven, with whom 
however the night is as the day, who never 
slumbers nor sleeps. It has been noticed 
bow by the hungry traveller coming to 
the man, may be imported, in the depth 
of the panible, the awakening in a man’s 
own soul (which is so precious to him) 
of that hunger which he has nothing to 
satisfy, and which none but God can 
satisfy. The readier may, as in the fore- 
going parable, follow out this clue for him- 
self (provided it be done soberly) with 
much interest and profit. Notice 

that when we address God (Matt. vi. 9), 
He is “ Our Father (which is) in heaven” 
— when He answers us. He is the Father 
from heaven. In the former case, wo go 
up into Him and His abode ; in the latter 
He comes down to us. 

14 — 36 .] Accusation of casting out 
DEVILS BY Beelzebub, and demand op 
A SIGN FEOM HEAVEN. OUR LoRD’S 
DISCOURSE THEREUPON. Matt. xH. 22 — 
45. Mark iii. 23— 30. Tlie reasonings of Mr. 
Greswell to shew that St. Luke relates an 
entirely different incident from St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, able and well conducted as 
they are, fail to carry conviction to my mind. 
ITie marks of identity are too many and 
striking to be mistaken ; and on the plan 
of discrimination which he has adopted, 
I am persuaded that we might prove four 
distinct Crucifixions and Resurrections to 
have happened just as easily. Besides, it 


is quite impossible to carry the hypothesis 
throughout this section of St. Luke’s 
Gospel : and when it has been once given 
up, a considerable difference is made in the 
way of regarding the various narrations. 
On the side of which Evangelist the strict 
accuracy lies, it is next to impossible for 
us now to decide. I am inclined to think 
that the section from ch. xi. 14 — xii. 53 (or 
rather perhaps 59) is a connected whole, 
or, at all events, is intended to form such. 
But then the whole is introduced (ver. 
14) without any mark of connexion with 
the preceding, and terminated as abruptly. 
On the other hand, the narrative in Mat- 
thew is introduced by his usual “ Then” 
following upon a very general descrip- 
tion of a retirement of our Lord, and 
His being pursued b}fc multitudes, all of 
whom He healed; but whether the mul~ 
titudes are the same, and the then” 
meant to specify that this incident oc- 
curred then and there, is by no means 
certain. Nor is the close of the section 
(xii. 50) bound ver}-^ closely to xiii. 1, which 
commences that day” (not as the 

A. V., see margin), and can hardly be said 
with certainty to define the very same 
natural day. We may observe that the 
attendant circumstances, as introduced and 
closed in Mark iii. 20; iv. 1, are equally 
indeterminate. I therefore leave the dif- 
ficulty where I found it, and where I be- 
lieve it will ever remain, during our pre- 
sent state of imperfection : only observing, 
that the important incident and discourse 
grounded on it are no way thereby in- 
validated in authority. It seems to have 
been a portion of the evangelic history, 
the position of which was not exactly and 
satisfactorily fixed; of which there have 
been already some instances (see ch. ix. 
57 — 62), and there are, as wiU be seen, 
yet more as we proceed. 14.] dumb 
— and blind, Matthew, ver. 22, where see 
notes on all the common matter. 

15. some of them] No inference can here 
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^Matyx.84: them said, ^He casteth out devils through * Beelzebub the 
»Mau. xii.88: chief of the devils, And others, tempting him, ^ sought 
hMatt *H. 26 . of him a sign from heaven. ^7 i»But he, ^kndv^ring their 
ijohnu. 26 . thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation ; and a house divided a^gainst 
a house falleth. If Satan also be divided against him- 
self, how shall his kingdom stand P because ye say that I 
cast out devils through ^Beelzebub. And if I by 
t Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast 
them out ? therefore shall they be your judges. But if 
k Eiod. viii. j k ^jth the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the 
^Markliii?* kingdom of God is come upon you. ^ When'’^^? strong 
man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace : 
""JS iL isl^’ “ when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and 

overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein 
nMatt.zii.8o. he trustcdy and divideth his spoils. "He that is not 
with me is against me : and he that gathereth not with 

^ in the original^ Boelzebul. ^ render , the. 

V render, had trusted, 

1)6 drawn that these persons were not rather than in comparison with himself. 
Pharisees (as Greswell has done), and con- The strong man is the adversary, 

sequcntly that the charge proceeded from Satan ; his palace this present world, — 

a difiereiit quarter. 16.] This is Johnxii. 31; xiv. 30; xvi. 11. His goods, 

not mentioned here by St. Matthew, but or tools, or spoils, — are the sons of men, — 
further on in the <di8course, ver. 38. No 2 Tim. ii. 26; 1 John v. 19 (margin), 

distinction can be drawn, as Greswell has With these is he clothed and armed, or 

done, for the purpose of maintaining that rather with their eril capacities, which he 
the two incidents were distinct, between furbishes and brightens for his use : with 
a sign” VLXidi “a sign from heaven for this ivhole armour of the devil, compare 
(1) our Lord answers the demand in both by way of contrast, the “ whole armour of 
places Sy the sign of Jonas; God,” Eph. vi. 11 — 20. Without these 

see also Matt. xvi. 1 — 4 ; and (2) the or- arms and tools he would be powerless : 
dinary Jewish idea attached to a sign the evil one must have evil men — some- 
w’ould imply from heaven ; see notes on thing receptive of evil — to work upon. 
Matt. xvi. 1. 17.1 knowing their But these the Stronger than he takes from 

thoughts: so Matthew also, ver. 25. him, and divides his spoils, Isa. liii. 12. 

20. with the finger of God] “ hy the Spirit He divides his spoils — turns to His own 
of God,” Matthew. No distinction can use and that of His followers all that good 
be established, as Greswell attempts. The which the enemy had corrupted into evil, 
one expression explains the other. What The Stronger had already come 

was done (Hebraistically speaking) the into the strong man's house— the Saviour, 
finger of God, w’as done by the Spirit of into the world — and was robbing him of 
God. We have much greater variations his captives, and making them into His 
than • this in saying demonstrably the own disci^des — e. g. Mary Magdalene and 
same. 21.] This parabolic sentence others : but the work was not fully com- 

is in close connexion with prophetic pletedyet, till the Lord, by and in His death, 
sayings, Isa. xl. 10 marg., liii. 12, and most overcame him that had the power of death, 
pointedly Isa. xlix. 24, 26. It will be re- i. e. the devil. And that His great victory 
membered that the Baptist called the is still proceeding; — He is stUl taking from 
Lord by this name, a stronger, or one who him one and another, — rescuing the sons 
is mightier — placing after it, it is true, of men by the power of His Gospel, till 
“ than I,” but still using it as indicative the end, when He shall (Rev. xx. 1 ff.) bind 
of the Almightiness of the Son of God, him in the abyss; and though he be 
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me scattereth. ° Wlieii tlie unclean spirit is gone out of oMutt.xii.4a. 
a man, he walketh through dry places, seeldng rest ; and 
finding ncgie, he saith, I will return unto my house whence 
I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept 
and garnished. ^6 Then goeth he, and taketh to him 
seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they 
enter in, and dwell there : and ^ the last state of that man p jom v. u. 
is worse than the first. ^ 

27 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a 
certain woman ^ of the company lifted up her voice, and 
said unto him, ^Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and <ich.i. 28 , 48 . 
the paps which thou hast sucked. 28 ]j0 Yea, 

^rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and rMatt.vii.2i. 
keep it. 29 8^^^ when the ^people loere gathered thick ^ 
together, he began to say, y This is an evil generation : 

^ render, from among the multitude 
^ render, multitudes wcre gathering 
y read^ This generation 


loosed for the final conflict hy His suffer- 
ance, shall cast him overtlirown into the 
lake of fire for ever. Rev. xx. 14. 

23.] See on Matthew, ver.30. 24 — 26.] 

See on Matt. xii. 43. 27, 28.] This 

little but most instructive incident, here 
interposed, serves to shew the originality 
of St. Luke^s account, and that, whatever 
its position may be, it is itself of the high- 
est authority. The woman apparently was 
influenced by nothing but common-place 
and unintelligent wonder at the sayings 
and doings of Jesus: — and she broke out, 
with true womanly feeling, into a blessing 
of the mother who bare such a wonder- 
ful Teacher. Such seems to be the ac- 
count of the incident itself. Our 

Lord’s reply is indeed wonderful : — (1) In 
reproof. He corrects in her the un- 
apprehensiveness of his word, which had 
caused her to go no further into the 
meaning of it than this ordinary eulogy 
imported, — and gives her an admonition 
how to profit better by it in future. 

(2) In humility. He disclaims all this 
kind of admiration for his humanity : and 
says not ‘ my word, but the word of God, 
which is in fact the same, but takes the 
view oft' from Him in his abasement, unto 
the Father who sent Him. (3) In 

truth. He does not deny the honour 
hereby pronounced upon His mother, but 
beautifully turns it to its true side— viz. 
that which was given her long since — 
blessed is she that believed, ch. i. 45. 
Her blessedness consisted not so much 


in being His mother, as in her lowly 
and faithful observance of the word of the 
Lord spoken to her; see ch. ii. 19, 51. 
Nor again does He deny that to have 
borne Him was an honour — yea, rather: 
— ‘ yes, indeed, but.’ (4) In prophetic 

discernment. It will be seen that this 
answer cuts at the ro^t of all worship of 
Mary, and shews us in what the true 
honour of that holy woman consisted,— in 
faith and obedience. As the mother of 
the Lord, she represents our human race, 
unto whom a child is born, a son is given ; 
no individual exclusive honour is due to 
her, any more than to Cornelius, who was 
singled out from the Gentile world, and 
honoured by an angelic message relative 
to the divine purposes : — if she were, as 
there is every reason to conclude she was, 
a believer in her {Son, the Son of man, she 
hore Christ in a far higher and more 
blessed sense than by being His mother in 
His humanity. And this honour may all 
believers in Him partake of with her; 
therefore the Lord says not *^she that 
heareth . . .” but they that hear. The last 
and boldest perversion of these words of 
our Lord by Father Newman, viz. that 
Ho thus does but still further exalt her 
honour, in that, besides being His mother, 
she heard His word and kept it, need only 
be mentioned, to shew the follies to which 
able men are abandoned, who once desert 
truth and simplicity. 29.] Iliis is 

now in answer to those who sought of Him 
a sign from Heaven. when the mnl> 
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* they seek a sign ; and there shall no sign be given it, but 
t the sign of Jonas [«’ the prophet]. For as ^ Jonas \^s a 

sign unto the Xinevites, so shall also the Son ofanan be to 
uiKing8x.il this generation. “The queen of the south shall rise up 
in the judgment with the men of this generation^ and 
condemn them : for she came from the utmost parts of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, 
greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineve^ shall 
rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall 
X Jonah ill. 6. condemn it : for * they repented at the preaching of Jonas : 
yMatt.v.i/i. and, behold, ^a greater than Jonas is here. 33y]^o man, 
ch.viii.ie.* ^hen he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, 
neither under ^ a bushel, but on ^ a candlestick, that they 
*Matt.Ti. 22 . which come in may see the light. ^ The flight of the 
body is the eye : therefore when thine eye is single, thy 
whole body also is ^full of light; but when thine eye is evil, 
thy body also is %full of darkness. Take heed therefore 
that the light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy 
whole body therefore be {full of lights having no part 

* render, it seeketh. omit, 

^ render, there is more than Solomon here. 

® render, there is more than Jonas here. 

^ render, the \ and correct similarly in Matt. v. 15. 

® render, candle. It is the same word as that so rendered above, and is used in 
allusion to that, 

^ render, light. 8 render, dark. 

titudes were gathering . . . perhaps in ex- for the undervaluing and not appreciating 
])ectation, as He paused in His discourse. His wisdom, will not lie so heavy on them 
that the sign was now about to be shewn : in the judgment, as the rejection of His 
— see notes on Matthew for the main sub- preaching of repentance, 33 — 36.] 

ject. Here we have one part of the Our Lord goes on to speak of His teaching 
sign of Jonas brought out, which is not and miracles, which this generation de- 
touched on in Matthew, viz. his preaching spised, and demanded a sign from heaven in 
after his resurrection to the Hinevites, preference; He tells them that they will 
announcing — for that would necessarily be not see the significance of them, because 
involved in that preaching— -the wonderful they shut the eyes of their understanding, 
judgment of God in bringing him there, — which should be the light of the soul; — 
and thus making his own deliverance, that this is set before them in a parable con- 
lie might preach to them, a sign to that cerning the light of the body, which is the 
people ; which sign (ver. 32) they received, outward eye. The sentences are repeated 
and repented;— but more than Jonas, a from the Sermon on the Mount, see Matt, 
greater sign by far, this generation shall v. 15 ; vi. 22 f. (where see notes on all that 
reject. 32 .] Not ‘ a greater than is common), and ch. viii. 16 ; but, as has 

Jonas* or *than Solomon;* but Jonah been shewn, the truth shines from a dif- 
here is used as equivalent to the sign of ferent side of them here. 33.] a se- 
Jonah, — so that more applies to Him who cret place — more properly, a crypt, or 
is the sign to this generation ;— a si^, covered passage. 36.] It has been 
greater, both in its actuality, its signiji- said of this verse by a very able expositor 
cance, and its consequences. The order, (He Wette) that it is ‘Hautological : the 
here, seems to be for the sake of climax ; — second member contains the same assertion 
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dark, the whole shall be ^full of light, as when ^ the bright 

shining of a candle doth give thee light. ^7 And as he spake, 

a certain tPharisee besought him to ^ dine with him : and 

he went in, and sat down to meat. And ® when the » “ark vii. s. 

Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed 

before i dinner. ^9 b And the Lord said unto him. Now do bMatt.xxiu. 

26 . 

ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the 
^ render, a Candle lighteneth thee with its brightness. 


^ see note. 

as the first.** — Let us examine this. ‘ When 
thine eye is single (ver. 34), — i. e. simple, 
— straight and single- seeing, — thy whole 
body will be light.^ Then (ver. 36), — *if 
this he sOi — if thy whole body be light, 
having no part dark, — then it shall all be 
light as when a lamp with its brightness 
illuminates thee.' Of what is our Lord 
speaking? Of Mis teaching, as appre- 
hended by the simple, single-seeing soul. 
If then the soul be so, — having no part 
darkened by prejudice or selfish lusts, and 
approach thus to His teaching, it shall be 
wholly illuminated by it, as by the candle 
of the Lord, searching its inward parts. 
So this saying, which, even as it stands, is 
not tautological, — for the second clause 
expresses the further result and waxing 
onward of the shining light, arising from 
the singleness of the eye, — becomes, in its 
spiritual significance, a weighty declara- 
tion of truth, answering to ch. viii. 15 : — 
see also John viii. 12. 

37 — 64.] HiscorRSE against the 
Pharisees, There can be no antecedent 
improbability in the supposition that our 
Lord spoke on various occasions, and with 
various incidental references, the com}x>- 
nent parts of that great anti-pharisaic dis- 
course contained in Matt, xxiii. That was 
spoken in the temple, during the last week 
of His ministry ; it formed the solemn 
close of His public teaching , — and at the 
end of it He departed out of the temple to 
return no more. I do not think it possible 
to sup|x>se any part of that discourse in 
Matthew to be related otherwise than in 
its true place; all probability is against 
such an idea, — and so is the character of 
the reports of discourses in that Gospel, 
in general so strictly coherent and exact. 
There is then but one supposition left, unless 
we suppose St. Luke to have put together 
at random a number of fragments, and to 
have inserted them here, creating an occa- 
sion for them (for it amounts to this), which 
is equally inconceivable. And that is, that 
our Lord spoke at this meal, the occasion 
being the wonder of the Pharisee at His 
not washing before sitting down to meat, 
VOL. 1. 


pa/rts of that discourse, with which He 
afterwards solemnly closed His public 
ministry. See throughout, notes on Matt, 
xxiii. 37. to dine] This meal, as 

also that in John xxi. 12, 15, was not 
what we now understand by dinner, an 
afternoon meal, but the first meal of the 
day, the breakfast or dejeuner in the 
prime of the morning. We may retain 
dine (indeed we have no other fitting 
word) provided we remember this. 

38. ] The expression of this wonder is 
not stated, but it is probable that it 
found expression in some open way. 
Our Lord would hardly have so sud- 
denly begun, ye Pharisees, unless some- 
thing had been said, to which by as- 
sent they were parties. See His pro- 
ceeding when nothing was said, — ch. vii. 

39, 40. washed] literally baptized. 

This use of the wotd shews that it 
did not imply necessarily immersion of 
the whole body ; — for it was only the 
hands which the Pharisees washed be- 
fore meat. 39.] There is not the 

least improbability or incongruity in our 
Lord’s having thus spoken as a guest at a 
meal (as some of the German Commentators 
maintain) ; — His solemn work of reproof 
and teaching was never suspended out of 
mere compliment, — nor were the inten- 
tions of the Pharisees towards Him so 
friendly as these invitations seem to imply. 
They were given mostly from deference to 
popular opinion, and from no love to Him ; 
— sometimes even with a directly hostile 
object. See vv. 53, 54, and compare also 
ch. vii. 44 — 46. Observe also, that the 
severest parts of the discourse in Matthew 
(vv. 13 — 22, 33) were not uttered on this 
occasion. Now, i. e. as instanced by 

your present conduct — ^Here is an in- 
stance of your &c. the onp and the 

platter— understand, Mn the proverb'— or 
perhaps the application is left to be enthy- 
mematically tilled up, for the next clause 
presupposes it. the outside and the 

inward part of a man, are not the outside 
and inside of the body— but the outside 
apparent conduct, and the inner unseen 

B B 
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oTitugi.i5. platter; but ®your inward part is full of ^ravening and 
wickedness. Ye fools, did not be that made that which 
^ d«i 1 Yv!‘ 27 : is without make that which is within also ? a rather 
ch.xii.M. alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all 

eMatt.xxiii. thiugs are clean unto you. But woo unto you, Pha- 
risees, for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, 
and pass over judgment and the love of God : these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
^ ^Woe unto you, Pharisees, for ye love the uppermost 
seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets. 
pMatt.xxiii. 44g^oe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!] 
iir8.v.o. hfQj. jQ QJ.Q graves which appear not, and the men that 
walk over them are not aware of them. Then answered 
one of the lawyers, and said unto him. Master, thus saying 
thou reproachest us also. And he said, Woe unto you 
i Matt. xxiiL 4. also, yc lawycrs, ^ for ye lade men with burdens grievous 

^ i e. plunder. ^ omit. 


motives. Some difficulty has been 

found in the parallelism of the outside of 
the cup and platter and your inward part. 
But the fact is, that the parable and its 
interpretation are intermixed throughout 
the whole, the mind of the hearer being 
left to find its own way in allotting each 
its part. 40.? seems clearly to me to 
be a question, and to mean, as A. V., Did 
not He, who made the outside, make the 
inside also T — i. e. if His works have be- 
come unclean and polluted through sin, 
what is the use of only partially purging 
them, — not accomplishing the purgation ? 
— must not the cleansing, to be good for 
any thing, extend to the whole ? See, on 
a propos^ otherwise to understand it, the 
note in my Greek Test. 41.] Many 

Commentators, from whom I am compelled 
entirely to differ, understand this as ironic 
cal — * hut ye give alms of their contents, 
and, behold, all things are clean (in your 
estimation) to you/ But this would bo 
altogether irrelevant to the matter in 
hand, which was reproof to the Pharisees 
for their care about outward cleanliness, 
when the inside was left unclean. It 
would also be altogether contrary to our 
Lord’s usual habit of speaking about 
giving alms, to make Him cast a slur on 
it, as this would do : see Mark x. 21 ; ch. 
xii. 33, where the expression is very simi- 
hir to this. The command is a rebuke 
for their covetousness (see ch. xvi. 14), 
which follows in close connexion with 
ravening {plunder) and wickedness, ver. 
89. such things as ye have (literally. 


the things inside) are the contents of the 
vessel, which vessel (ver. 39 : see note 
above) is the men themselves : and is there- 
fore equivalent in its meaning to that ye 
have of ch. xii. 33, — and the all things 
are clean answers to the treasure in 
heaven of that verse, the result of which 
is the “ heart in heaven and such per- 
sons being pure in heart, — to them, as 
to the pure, all things are pure (Titus i. 15). 

42.] But woe unto you, for ye 
do not this,— but make the most trifling 
payments, &c. The connexion, which is 
thus so close, is quite destroyed by the 
ironical interpretation of ver. 41. See 
note on Matt, xxiii. 23. 43.] Matt, 

xxiii. 6, 7. There doubtless was ample 
illustration of tliis at the time and place 
when it was spoken. 44.] See Matthew, 
ver. 27 ; — but here the point of comparison 
is diflerent. There (see note) the sepul- 
chres a/re whited, that men may not pass 
over them unawares : and the comparison 
is to the outside fairness, and inside 
abomination. Sere, the graves a/re not 
seen, and men thinking they are walking 
on clean ground are defiled by passing 
over them. Perhaps the difference of ex- 
pression may have been occasioned by the 
greater wealth and splendour and display 
of the Pharisees in the metropolis, where 
Matt, xxiii. was spoken. 46.] This 

man appears to have been not a common 
Pharisee merely, but besides, a lawyer, 
whose duty it especially was to interpret 
the law. Perhaps he found himself in- 
volved in the censure of ver. 42 ; or gene- 
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to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with 

one of your fingers. ^ Woe unto you, for ye build the kMatt.xim. 

sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 

Truly ye ^ bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your 
fatlicrs : for they indeed killed them, and ye build their 
sepulchres]. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, 

^ I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them 
they shall slay and persecute ! that the blood of all the 
prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the 
world, may be required of this generation ; "^from the mGen.w.s. 
blood of Abel unto “ the blood of Zacharias, which perished " 
between the altar and ® the temple : P mrily I say unto you. 

It shall be required of this generation. ® Woe unto you, oMatt.xziij. 
lawyers, for ye ^ have taken away the key of knowledge : ye 
entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in 
ye hindered. And ^ as he said these things unto them^ 
the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehe- 
mently, and to provoke him to speak of many things: 

^ render, bear witness to, and. 

^ omitted hy some of the most ancient authorities, 

® literally, the house. P render, yea. 

^ render, took away. ^ read, when he was gone out. 

rally among the other Pharisees. 46.] Lord, . . . And whPn he died, he said, 
See on Matthew, ver. 4. 47.] See The Lord look upon it, and require it.’ 

on Matthew, vv. 20—32. 48.] Sec The words in our text are not indeed a 

on Matthew, vv. 34 — 36. We have citation, but an amplification of ver. 19 

here a remarkable variation of expression there — a paraphrase ot them, giving the 
in ver. 49, the wisdom of God said is true sense of what the wisdom of GckI in- 
expressed by “ J” in Matthew. Various tended by them \ — enlarging the mere his- 
explanations have been given of this. The torieal notice which laid hold of God’s 
difficulty is not the variation just noticed, purpose only by one thread let down to 
so much as that no such passage exists in the earth, into the divine revelation of the 
the O. T. But 1 have little doubt that whole purpose of God as the counsel of 
the true explanation is this : — the whole His will in heaven. In Matthew the Lord 
saying is a reference to 2 Chron. xxiv. Jesus Himself, as became the solemnity of 
18 — 22, and so marked a one, that I am that final and awful close of His testimony 
surprised that no Commentators but to His own who received Him not, stands 
Olshausen and Stier should have observed forth as the doer of this work, the sender 
it, and they not thoroughly. That pas- of the Prophets and Apostles. (On ^ son 
sage opens with remarks of the sacred his- of Barachias* see on Matthew, ver. 35.) 
torian on the delinquency of Judah and 62. ye took away the key of know- 

Jerusalem after the death of Jehoiada the ledge] Ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
priest : then ver. 19, ‘ He sent prophets to against men ver. 13, which words 
them, to bring them again to the Lord ; are the best explanation of our text : — the 
and they testified against them ; hut they key of knowledge (i. e. not of, as admitting 
would not give ear. And the Spirit of to, knowledge — but the key is the know- 
God came upon Zechariah the son of Je- ledge), being that right understanding of 
hoiada the priest, which stood above the the Law and Prophets, which should shew 
people, and said unto them .... And Him to the people, of whom they testified ; 
they conspired against him, and stoned this the expounders of Scripture had 
him with stones at the commandment of taken away, neither themselves entering, 
the king in the court of the house of the nor permitting those to enter who were 

B B 2 
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pMarkxH.i8. Splaying wait for and seeking] to p catch something 

out of his mouth [^, that they might accuse him]. ^ 

XII. 1 In nhe mean time, when there were gathered 
together ®an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch 
that they trode one upon another, he began to say Unto 
b Matt. xvi. 12. ^ig 0 ipl 0 g fipst of all, ^ Bcwaro ye of the leaven of the 

cMatt.x. 2 fl^ Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. there is nothing 

ch.viu.i7. covered, that shall not be revealed ; neither hid, that shall 
not be known. ^ Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light ; and that which ye 
have spoken in the ear in ^ closets shall be proclaimed 
d Isa. 11 . 7 , 8. upon the housetops. ^ ^ And I say unto you ®my friends, 
X 28 ® ® afraid of them that kill the body, and after that 

e John XV. 14, more that they can do. ^ But I will forewarn 

you whom ye shall fear : Fear him, which after he hath 
killed hath power to cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you. 
Fear him. ^ Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings ? 
and not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 But even 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not 
therefore] : ye are of more value than many sparrows. 
8 fv I say unto you. Whosoever shall confess me 
ijohnii'.M. before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God : ^ but he that ^ denieth me before men 
g Matt. xii. 81 , shall be denied before the angels of God. And ^ who- 

82. Mark iU. P 

M.i(^ijohn gQeyep ^h.dll speak a word against the Son of man, it shall 

^ omitted hy some of the most ancient authorities, ' 

® literally, the ten thousands of the multitude. 

^ render, the closets. ^ omitted hy some ancient authorities, 

^ render, But. ^ render, hath denied. 


otherwise doing so, — and thus shutting 
the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. 

Chap. XII. 1—12.] Wakning against 
HTPOCBISY. A discourse spoken imme- 
diately or very soon after the former, and 
in connexion with it; — consisting for the 
most part of sayings repeated from other 
occasions, and found nearly verbatim in 
Matthew. It is impossible that there 
should be any reasonable doubt of this 
view, when we remember that some of 
them have appeared before, or appear 
again, in this very Gospel. While our 
Lord was in the house of the Pharisee, the 
multitudes appear to have assembled toge- 
ther again. If so, in the mean time, or 
during which things, will mean while 
those related above were happening. 

He comes forth to them (ch. xi. 53) in the 


spirit of the discourse which He has just 
completed, and cautions his disciples 
against that part of the character of the 
Pharisees which was most dangerous to 
them. The connexion of these twelve 
verses may be thus enunciated : — Beware 
of hypocrisy (ver. l),/br all shall he made 
evident in the end (ver. 2), and ye are 
witnesses and sharers in this unfolding of 
the truth (ver. 3). In this your work, ye 
need not fear men ; for your Father has 
you in Mis keeping (vv. 4 — 7) — and the 
confession of my name is a glorious thing 
(ver. 8), hut the rejection of it (ver. 9), 
and especially the ascription of my works 
to the evil one (ver. 10), a fearful one. 
And in this confession ye shall be helped 
hy the Moly Spirit in the hour of need (vv. 
11, 12). 4.] my friends : see John xv. 
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be forgiven bim : but unto him that * hlasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. ^And when 
theybrin^ you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, 
and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye 
shalhanswer, or what ye shall say : for the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you 7 in the same hour what ye ought to say. 

13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak 
to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

1^ And he said unto him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or iExod.ii.i4. 
a divider over you? them, ^Take 

heed, and beware of * covetousness : ^for a marts life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth, 

13 And he spake a parable unto them, saying. The ground 
of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully : 17 and he 
^ thought within himself, saying. What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to bestow my fruits ? 1® 

^ render, hath blasphemed. y render, at the time itself. 

® read, all covetousness. 

^ render, for not, because a man hath abundance, doth his life con- 
sist in the things which he possesseth. 

^ render, questioned. 


13 — 15. 10,] See on Matt. xii. 31. 

11, 12.] See on Matt. x. 19, 20. 

13 — 21.] Answee to one who 

SOUOnT A DIVISION OF HIS INHEEIT- 
ANCE. Peculiar to Luke. 13.] The 

man was evidently not a disciple, nor pre- 
paring to he one, but some hearer in the 
crowd, whose mind had been working in 
him during our Lord’s last sayings about 
the care of Providence for His friends, and 
he thought this was^'w^/. the care his cir~ 
cumstances wanted; being, as appears, 
oppressed by his brother in the matter of 
his patrimony. Possibly too he had an 
idea that the Messias, or the great Rabbi 
to whom he was listening, was come to set 
all things right ; — and with that feeling 
which we all have of the surpassing in- 
justice of our own wrongs, broke out with 
this inopportune request. 14.] Han . , . 
a word of solemn reproof ; see '^m. ii, 1 ; 
ix. 20. The man also forms a definite sub- 
ject for yon to refer to, ... ‘ men,* i. e. 
mankind in general. This question is ex- 
pressed in almost the very words of the 
Egyptian rejecting the arbitration of 
Moses, Exod. ii. 14; — and may shew us 
the essential difference of the two oflices of 
Moses and Christ. 15.] them, i. e. 
the multitude. He saw into the covetous- 
ness of the man’s disposition, and made it 
an instructive warning for His hearers. 


all covetousnese] There is a meaning 
in all— every kind of covetousness. This 
Jcind, of which they had an example before 
them, was by no mean? one of the worst ; 
but all kinds must be avoided. not, 
because a man hath abundance, doth his 
life (therefore) consist in the things which 
he possesseth. That is, no man’s life con- 
sists in what he possesses; {^^man shall 
not live hy bread alone ”) . . . nor by his 
having abundance, can this be made to 
be the case. Man’s life is of Ood, not of 
his goods, however abundant they may he. 
And this is the lesson convey^ by the 
following parable, and lying at the founda- 
tion of the still higher lesson conveyed 
in ver. 21. The word life is used in 
the pregnant sense, emphatically his life ; 
including time and eternity. This is self- 
evident from the parable and its applica- 
tion. 16.] Our Lord in tliis parable 
sets before us one arrived at the very 
height of worldly prosperity, and that by 
no unfair means; but, as Augustine says, 
“not by removing landmarks, not by rob- 
bing tile poor, not by overreaching the 
simple.” It was by God*s blessing that 
he became thus rich, which might have 
been a real blessing, if he had known how 
to use it. 17.] “The character of a 
mind at ease without being at rest is 
admirably expressed,” Bengel. 1 
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said, This wiU I do : I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater ; and there will I bestow all ® my fruits and my 
And I will say to my soul, ^Soul, thou hast 
James V. 6. d Qoods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou 
night ^ ® thy soul shall he required of thee : " ^ then 
iv! u. whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided ? 
ofeFv^io’ layeth up treasure for himself, ®and is not 

1 Tiimvi. 18, rich toward God. 22 }ie said unto his disciples, 
Therefore I say unto you. Pgr Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat ; neither for ^ the body, what ye shall 
put on. 23 The life is more than i meat, and the body is 
more than ^ raiment. 24. Consider ^ the ravens : for they 

® render, my produce and my good things. 

^ render, many good things. 

® render, they require thy soul of thee. ^ render, and. 

& render. Take not anxious thought. ^ render, your, 

i render, the meat. ^ render, the raiment. 

1 better, the ravens, that they. 


have no room where to bestow my fruits] 

“ Thou hast barns — the bosoms of the 
poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of 
infants .... these are the barns which 
will last for ever.” Ambrose. 18.] 
“ His folly is fourfold : — he forgets the 
Giver, {^my fruits, tUy goods, q — he greedily 
reserves all for himself, — ho imagines such 
things to be food for his 50 mZ— he forgets 
death, which is every day possible.” Stier. 
A very striking similarity is found in 
Ecclesiasticus xi. 18, 19, ‘‘There is that 
waxeth rich by his wariness and pinching, 
and this is the portion of his reward : where- 
as he saith, 1 have found rest, and now will 
eat continually of my goods : and yet he 
knoweth not what time shall come upon 
him, and that he must leave these things 
to others, and die.” Stier thinks this a 
convincing proof that our Lord did occa- 
sionally refer to the Apocrypha. 

20.] God said unto him, — perhaps it 
is meant, by some unmistakeable judg- 
ment ; but more likely, as occurring in a 
parable, the words are to be literally taken. 
By supposing merely a divine decree to be 
meant, without ^personal communication, 
as Grotius, Kuinoel, and Trench do, we 
lose the impressive part of the parable, 
where the man’s selfishness and folly is 
brought into immediate contact with the 
solemn truth of his approaching death, 
which certainly our Lord intends us to 
contemplate. Thou fool, opposed to 

his worldly prudence night, to the 


many years the soul in the one case, at 
its ease, eating, drinking, and making merry, 
to the soul in the other, demanded, ren- 
dered up, judged. they require thy 

soul] Not strictly equivalent to “ Thy soul 
shall be required,’* as A. V. ; there are those 
whose business it is, even the angels, the 
ministers of the divine purposes : see ch. 
vi. 38 and note. The merely impersonal 
sense may be defended : but this saying 
seems so solemn, as to require something 
more. which thou hast provided; 

or, madest ready; but not for thyself. 

21.] So: so, in utter confusion, and 
sudden destitution of all help and provision 
for eternity. for himself .... toward 
God . . . ] The meaning of these expres- 
sions will be brought out thus : He who is 
rich for himself, laying up treasure for 
himself, is by so much robbing his real 
inward life, his life in and toward God, 
of its resources : he is laying up store for, 
providing for, the flesh; but the spirit, 
that which*God looketh into and searcheth, 
is stripped of all its riches. These 
words may also, as remarked on ch. vi. 20, 
shew that St. Luke does not, as supposed 
by some recent critics, use ‘riches’ as 
merely this world’s wealth, but with a 
deeper spiritual meaning. 

22 — 31.] Lessons of tetjst in God. 
In the closest connexion with the prece- 
ding; — ^Therefore. . . since worldly riches 
are of so little real use, &c. ; see Matt. vi. 
25—33, and notes. 24.] the ravens. 
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neither sow nor reap ; which neither have storehouse nor 
barn ; ajid ^ God feedeth them : how much more are ye ^ 
better than the fowls ? And which of you with taking 
thought can add to his ^stature one cubit? ^6 jf 
theft be not able to do that thing which is least, why take 
ye ^ thought for the rest P ^7 Consider the lilies how [® they 
grow :] they toil not, they spin not ; and yet I say unto 
you, that P Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is 
to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven ; 
how much more will he clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ? 

And seek not ye what ye shall eat or what ye shall 
drink, neither be ye ^ of doubtful mind, For all these 
things do the nations of the world seek after : and your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things, 

rather'] seek ye ^the kingdom of God; and \}all] these r watt. vi. 83. 
things shall be added unto you. Fear not. Little flock ; 
for ®it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
Jdngdom. * Sell that ye have, and give alms ; " provide * 
yourselves ^hags which wax not old, a treasure in the uMktt;yi. 2 o. 
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, i Tim.'v'i*. la. 
neither moth corrupteth. For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 35 x Let your leins 

^ render, age. ^ render, anxiouS thought. 

® omitted by some ancient authorities : probably inserted from Matt, vi. 28. 

P render, even Solomon, as in Matt. vi. 29. 

^ render, in suspense. ^ omit: not in the original. 

® read, his kingdom. ^ omit, 

^ render, pursCS, as in ch. x. 4 : xxii. 35, 36. 


vvlio are elsewhere spoken of in Scripture 
as the objects of the divine care : see Job 
xxxviii. 41, Ps. cxlvii. 9. 26.] that 

thing which is least : this shews the truth 
of the interpretation age (not “ stature 
given in the note on Matthew. A cnhit 
would not be the least of things to 
add to the stature, but a very large in- 
crease : whereas, as Trench observes, “ a 
cubit would bo infinitesimally small when 
compared to his length of life, that lifb 
being contemplated as a course, or rctce, 
which he may attempt, but inefiectually, 
to prolong.^' 32—34.] Our Lord 

gives to his own disciples an assurance of 
the Father’s favour as a ground for re- 
moving all fear from them, and shews 
them the true riches, and how to seek 
them. 32. little flock] Thus He sets 
himself forth as their Shepherd (John x. 


1 ff.), and them (as in Isa. xli. 10 — 1-^ as 
a weak and despised people. 33.] 

Meyer endeavours to evade the force of 
this, by supposing it addressed onl}’^ to 
the Apostles and then existing disciples. 
But it is said to the little flock, who are 
all the elect people of Qod. Sell that 
ye have, &c.] This is the true way of in- 
vesting w'orldly wealth : — " He that giveth 
to the poor, lendeth to the Lord.’ See on 
Matt. vi. 19—21. 

35— 4g.] Exuoktations to watch- 
fulness. The attitude and employment 
of the little flock is carried on, even to 
their duty of continual readiness for their 
Lord’s coming. These verses are con- 
nected with vcr. 32 — ^ since your Father 
hath seen fit to give you the kingdom, be 
that kingdom, and preparation for it, your 
chief care.’ Tliere are continual points of 
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girded about, and ^your lights burning; and ye your- 
selves like unto men that wait for their lord, yhen he 
will return from the wedding ; that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. 

2 Matt.xxiv. 37 2 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord wheif he 
cometh shall find watching : verily I say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, 
and will come forth and serve them. And if he shall 
come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and 
them so, blessed are ^ those servants. ®And this 
Sv. know, that if the goodman of the house had known what 
/ hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and 
not havc suffcred his house to be broken through. ^ ^ Bo 


1 f hess. 6. ye therefore ready also : 

2 Pet. lii. 12. J 

^ letter render^ their lord. 

^ sortM of the most ancient authorities 

similarity, in this part of the discourse, to 
Matt. xxiv. 42 ff., but no more : and the 
close connexion quite forbids us to imagine 
that the sayings have been colleeted merely 
by the Evangelist. 36.] There is a 
slight reference to, or rather another pre- 
sentation of the truth set forth in, the 
parable of the virgins. Matt. xxv. 1 ff. 
But the image here is of servants waiting 
for their lord to return from the wedding ; 
— left at home, and bound to be in readi- 
ness to receive him. There is only a hint 
at the cause of his absence — He is gone to 
a wedding ; the word used may mean 
almost any feast or entertainment — and 
the main thought here only is that He is 
away at a feast, and will return. But in 
the background lies the wedding in all its 
truth — not brought out here, but else- 
where, Matt. xxii. 1 ff. ; xxv, 1 ff. 

Let your loins be girded] See John xiii. 
4. your lights] See note on Matt, 
xxv. 1. 86.] ye yourselves, i. e. your 

whole conduct and demeanour. 37.] 

See Eev. iii. 20, 21, where the same simili- 
tude is presented, and the promise carried 
on yet further, — to the sharing of his 
Th/rone. The Lord Himself, in that great 
day of his glory, — the marriage-supper of 
the Lamb,— will invert the order of human 
requirements (see ch. xvii. 8), and in the 
fulness of his grace and love will serve his 
brethren : — the Redeemer, his redeemed,— 
the Shepherd, his flock. come forth] 
more probably is the allusion to His coming 
in turn to each. Compare the washing of 
the disciples^ feet in John xiii. 1 ff., which 
was a foreshowing of this last great act of 


for the Son of man cometh at an 


read, they. i. e. master. 

self-abasing love. 38.] Olshausen ob- 

serves that the first watch is not named, 
because the marriage itself falls on it : but 
his view that because the fourth is not 
named, our Lord follows the ancient custom 
of the Jews and divides the night into 
three watches, is probably incorrect : it is 
more likely (Meyer) that the fourth is not 
named, because the return was not likely 
to be so long delayed ; — for the decorum of 
the parable. 39.] I am surprised that 
it should have been imagined that this 
verse has been inserted so as to break the 
connexion, and by a later hand. Nothing 
can be more exact and rigid than the con- 
nexion as it now stands. Our Lord trans- 
fers, to shew the unexpected nature of his 
coming, and the necessity of watchfulness, 
the relation between Himself and the ser- 
vants, to that between the thief and the 
master of the house. For the purposes of 
this verse, they represent the master of the 
house — collectively, as put in charge with 
the Lord’s house and household (thus the 
verso is intimately connected with ver. 
42) : — and in the further application, indi- 
vidually — each as the householder of his 
own trust, to be kept with watchfulness 
against that day :—He is represented by 
the thief — Rev. xvi. 15 ; iii. 3. 
Olshausen’s view, that the master of the 
house is the prince of this world f is 
surely quite out of keeping with the main 
features of the parable. That he should 
be put in the place of the watching ser- 
vants seems impossible : besides that the 
faithful steward below is this very master 
of the hotise,** being such in the absence of 
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hour when ye think not. Then Peter said unto him, 

Lord, spe^est thou this parable unto us, or * evmi to all ? 

And the Lord said, ' Who then is that faithful and wise c Matt. xxlv. 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his house- icoT.iv.2: 
hold, ^to give them their portion of meat in due season ? 

^ Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing. ^4 d Qf truth I say unto you, that he d Matt. ixiv. 
will make him ruler over all that he hath. But [J and^ 
if that servant say in his heart. My lord delayeth his 
coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and 
maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken ; the 
lord of that servant wiU come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and 
will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers. And ^that servant, which knew ^ 
his lord’s wiU, and prepared not [* himself \ neither did xv.w^^Acts 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

^ But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy g Lev. v. 17. 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto iTim.iiis. 

^ render ^ also. y not expressed in the original, 

* omit : see note. 


his Lord, but the steward when He ap- 
pears. 41.] tliis parable ; not, the two 
last verses, but the whole : — * Wlio are they 
that are thus to wait and watch, and to bo 
thus honoured at the Lord's coming ?' 
This question coming in so suddenly and 
unconnectedly and remaining apparently 
unanswered, is among the many proofs of 
the originality and historic reality of this 
discourse. 42 fi‘.] Our Lord does not 
answer the question directly, but proceeds 
with His discourse, so as to furnish it with 
an answer ; — viz. that in its highest sense 
it applies to his Apostles and ministers, 
inasmuch as to them most has been given 
as the stewards^\iMt that its application 
is gradationally downwards through all 
those who know their Master's will, even 
to the lowest, whose measure both of re- 
sponsibility and of reward is more limited. 
For the comment on vv. 42 — 46 see on 
Matt. xxiv. 45 — 51. Notice that unbe- 
lievers here is hypocrites** in Matthew. 

47, 48.] Primarily, in reference to the 
question in ver. 41. Those which knew 
represent ns, the disciples ; those that 
knew not represent all, the multitude ; — 
but the application is not limited to this ; 
the truth is one of universal extent, 
prepared not — we must not supply, “Am- 
$elft* as A, V., but matters, according to 


his will : prepared,** almost in the ab- 
solute sense of ‘ making ready :' — it refers 
back to the *^he ye ready** of ver. 40; 
this readiness being not only preparing 
himself, but the matters over which he 
has charge, ver. 35. There is reference to 
Dent. XXV. 2. But he that knew 

not] The case is of one (a disciple in the 
first reference, but then generally of all 
men) who bonS, fide is ignorant of his 
Lord's will. That such persons shall he 
punished, is both the sentence of the law, 
see Levit. v. 17 — 19, and an inference 
from the truth set forth ver. 57, and Rom. 
i. 19, 20, 32 ; ii. 14, 15, — that the natural 
conscience would have prevented the not 
doing. (Observe that the two classes, not 
included here, are he that knew and did,** 
and “ he that knew not and did,** as far as 
that can be said [see Rom. ii. 14] ; — the 
reference here being only to the did not 
in both cases, or rather to the “ did not** 
in the first case and its equivalent did 
things worthy of stripes** in the second.) 
But the difficulty seems to be to assign 
a spiritual meaning to the words. Shall be 
beaten with few stripes. That such will 
he the case, would d priori be consonant 
to the justice of the Judge of all the earth : 
and we have it here declared, that it shall 
he so : but how, is not revealed to us. It 
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whomsoever much is given, of him shall he much re- 
quired : and to whom men have committed mqch, of him 
they will ask more. 

h ver. 61 . 49 h j b come to scnd fire on the earth ; and ® what will 

J, if it he already hindled ? But ' I have a baptisni to he 
baptized with ; and how am I straitened till it he a’ccom- 
plished ! ^Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on 

8* omit, ^ render, came, 

c render, what will I ? would that it were already kindled ! See note. 


is in vain for the sinner to encourage him- 
self in sin from such a declaration as this : 
for the very knowledge of the declaration 
excludes him from the exemption. Our 
ears have heard the voice divine ; We 
cannot be as they.^^ (Christian Year.) 

nmob is given .... shall be much 
required] The second much is not the 
much that has been given, hut a propor- 
tionable amount of result of diligence, a 
much which he is to render. more] 

perhaps, more than from others : hut 
more likely more than had heen deposited 
with him, viz. that, and the interest 
of it; — see Matt. xxv. 15 fi*. 

49 — 53.] The connexion appears to be 
this : — the immense and awful difference 
between the faithful and unfaithful ser- 
vants brings our Lord to the ground of 
that dilference, and its necessary develop- 
ment in the progress of His kingdom on 
earth. 49. fire] It is extraordinary 

that the official announcement of the Bap- 
tist (ch. iii. 16 ) — ** He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Qhost and with fire — con- 
nected with the mention of a baptism here, 
— with the promise Acts i. 5, and the ap- 
pearance Acts ii. 3, so strikingly expressed 
as “ cloven {divided, the very same word in 
the original) tongues as of fire *^ — have 
not kept the Commentators in general 
(Bleek is an exception) from falling into 
the blunder of imagining here that the 
fire is synonymous with, and means no 
more than, the discord and division which 
follow. The fire is, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, — the great crowning result of the 
sufferings and triumph of the Lord Jesus. 
To follow this out in all its references 
belongs to another place ; — see notes on 
Mark ix. 49, and Acts ii. 3. This fire, in 
its purifying and separating effects on the 
mass of mankind, causes the division 
afterwards spoken of. The construc- 
tion of the latter words in this verse has 
been ever a matter of dispute, while the 
meaning is on all hands nearly agreed. The 
three prevalent explanations of it are ; (1) 
That adopted in the margin, which is ap- 


parently Origen’s, And what will 1 1 
would that it were already kindled ! 

This abrupt ejaculation might seem unlike 
the usual character of our Lord^s discourses : 
but we have a similar question in John xii. 
27, and under corresponding circumstances, 
of His soul being troubled. (2) And how 
I wish that it were already kindled ! To 
this, which is adopted by Theophylact, and 
some distinguished moderns, the chief ob- 
jection is, that the words of the original 
will not bear it : see in my Greek Test. 
(3) That of Euthymius, Beza, and the 
A. V., What will I, if it be already 
kindled ? i. e. ‘‘ What more do I await in 
the world, seeing that ii is already kin- 
dled But this presents a great difficulty 
as regards the context ; for, by ver. 50, it 
evidently was not kindled : and even if 
this were overcome, the expression, evi- 
dently a deep one of personal anxiety 
(and be it remembered who said it), would 
be vapid and unmeaning in the extreme. 
All things then being considered, I prefer 
first explanation. 60.] The sym- 
bolic nature of Baptism is here to be borne 
in mind. Baptism is equivalent to Heath, 
The figure in the Sacrament is the drowning, 
— the hwrial, in the water, of the old man 
and the resurrection of the new man : see 
1 Pet. iii. 20 — 22, and notes. The Lord's 
Baptism was His death, in which the 
Body inherited from the first Adam was 
buried, and the new Body raised again: 
see Kom. vi. 1 — 11, but especially ver. 10. 
And He was straitened (the best possible 
rendering) till this was accomplished : — 
i. e. in anxiety and trouble of spirit. 

The but here implies but first, i. e. before 
that fire can bo shed abroad. Here we 
have then, as Stier expresses it, a begin- 
ning of the passion" of our Lord; the 
first utterance of that deep anguish, which 
afterwards broke forth so plentifully, — 
but coupled at the same time with holy 
zeal for the great work to be accomplished. 

51 — 63.] The work of this fire, as 
it bums onward in the world, will not 
be peace, but division ; see Mai. iii. 2, 3, 
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earth? I tell you, Nay; ^but rather division: “&r 
from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided; m Matt! 

^ three against two, and two against three ; * [® the^ 

father shall he divided^ against [_^the^ son, and \_^the'\ son 
against [® the^ father ; [® the'] mother against [® the] 

daughter, and [® the] daughter against the mother ; [® thoT] 
mother in law against her daughter in law, and [^^the] 
daughter in law against ^ her mother in law. And he 
said also to the people, “ When ye see fir a cloud rise out of “ 2- 

the west, straightway ye say. There cometh a shower ; and 
so it is. And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, 

There will be heat ; and it cometh to pass. Ye hypo- 
crites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth ; 
but how is it that ye do not discern this time ? Yea, 
and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right ? 

68 oil thou goest with thine adversary to the magis- oMatt.v. 2 r,. 

trate, p as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou ^ e!® Fw. 
mayest be delivered from him ; lest he hale thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and the 

d render, three shall be divided. ® omit, ^ render, the. 

fir some ancient authorities read, the. ^ render, For when. 


18; iv. 1, where we have the separating 
eflect of this fire in its completion at the 
great day ; see also Matt. iii. 12. 

On the passage itself, see notes on Matt. 
X. 35, 30. 

64 — 59 .] llEPEOACllES EOB BLINDNESS 
TO THE SIGNS OP THE TIMES. The Con- 
nexion of this with the foregoing is na- 
tural and close. From henceforth (ver. 
52), the distinction shall begin to be 
made ; — the discord and division between 
those who discern this time (ver. 56) and 
those who do not. Our Lord then turns 
to the crowd (also. He not only said to 
the disciples the foregoing, but also to the 
crowd the following), and reproaches them 
(1) for their blindness, in not being able 
to discern it, as they did the signs in the 
natutal heavens ; and (2) for their want of 
prudence (vv. 67 — 59), in not repenting 
and becoming reconciled to the law of God 
while yet there was time, 64 .] There 
is a somewhat similar saying of our Lord 
at Matt. xvi. 2 ff., but differing both in its 
occasion and its substance. the cloud, 
— that usually rises there ; see 1 Kings 
xviii. 44. The west, in Judma, would bo 
the direction of the sea. 66.] the 

face of the earth— perhai)8 referring to 
other signs of rain or heat from the ap- 
pearance of the hills, &c. this 


time] The signs of this time were veiy 
plain; — the sceptre had departed from 
Judah ; — the general* expectation of the 
coming of the Messiah is testified even by 
profane authors ; — the prophets had all 
spoken of Him, and the greatest of them, 
the Baptist, had announced His arrival. 

67.] In what follows, our Lord 
takes occasion from the request about the 
inheritance, wdiich had begun this dis- 
course, to ])ass to infinitely more solemn 
matters. There is, I think, no denying 
that the judging what is right** and the 
** thine adversary** have a reference to 
that request, in the ability and duty of 
every man to ‘judge what is right — but 
the sense of the. words far outruns that re- 
ference, and treats of loftier things. ^ Why 
do ye not discern of yourselves your true 
state — that which is just — the justice of 
your case as before God ? You are going 
(the course of your life is the journey) 
with your adversary (the just and holy 
law of God) before the magistrate (God 
Himself) ; therefore hy the way take pains 
to be delivered from Him (by repentance, 
and faith in the Son of God, see Ps. ii. 12), 
lest he drag thee to the judge (who ad- 
judges the ease and inflicts the fine ; that 
is, the Son, to whom all judgment is com- 
mitted), and the judge deliver thee to the 
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officer cast thee into prison. I tell thee, thou shalt not 
depart thence, till thou hast paid the very last mite. 

XIII. 1- i There were present at that season some that told 
him of the GalilBoans, whose blood Pilate had^ mingled 
with their sacrifices. ^ And Jesus answering said anto 
them, Suppose ye that these Galilseans were sinners above 
all the Galilaoans, because they ^ suffered such things ? ^ I 
tell you, Xay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all ^ likewise 
perish, ^ Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 
^ sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ? ^ I tell 
you, Xay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all ^ likewise 
^ He spake also this parable ; ® A certain man had 

i render, There came some at that season, telling him. 

^ omit. 1 render, have suffered. 

“ render, perish in like manner. ^ literally, debtors. 

exactor (see Matt. xUi. 41), and the ex- the suppose ye ... . He does not deny 
actor cast thee into prison ^ (ditto, ver. that all the Galilaeans were sinners, and de- 
42). 69.] See on Matt. v. 25, and, on served God’s judgments, but that these were 

the word mite, Mark xii. 42. pre-eminently so. 3. in like manner] 

Chap. XIII. 1—9.] Answeh to intel- The force of this is lost in the A. V., ‘ like- 
Li&fiNCE OF THE MUKDEEED Galiljeans, wise.* It is strictly in like manner, as 
AND PAEABLB THEEBUPON. Peculiar to indeed the Jewish people did perish by 
Luke. 1.1 The words at that season the sword of the Romans. 4, 6.] Our 

may mean at that very time — viz. as He Lord introduces this incident as shewing 
finished the foregoing discourse : but it that whether the hand of man or (so called) 
is not necessary to interpret thus for, accidents, lead to inflictions of this kind, it 
Matt. xii. 1 ; xiv. 1, the similar expression is in fact but one Hand which doeth it all — 
is certainly indefinite. The opening Amos iii. 6. There is also a transference 
words do not mean, as A. V., that these from the Galileeans — a despised people — to 
persons were in the crowd, and remarked the inhabitants of Jerusalem, on whom the 
to the Lord concerning these Qalilceans, in fulness of God’s wrath was to be poured out 
consequence of what He had said ch. xii. in case of impenitence. Of the incident it- 
57 : — such a finding of connexion is too self, or of the tower in Siloam (the word here 
fine-drawn. It is obvious that no con- meaning probably the district in which the 
nexion is intended between this incident fountain, John ix. 7, was situated, — though 
and^ the foregoing discourse. the on the whole matter, and the situation of 

OalilfleauB] The historical fact is other- the fountain itself, there is considerable 
wise unknown. The way of speaking here uncertainty), we know nothing. See also 

shews that it was well known to the writer. Heh. iii. 15 . debtors, i. e. sinners, 

It must have occurred at some feast in seeMatt.vi.l2;— perhaps the same thought 
Jerusalem, on which occasions riots often may be traced as pervading the saying, as 
took place, and in the outer court of the in vv. 58, 59, of the last chapter. No such 
temple. Such slaughters were frequent, and idea as that the tower was a prison for 
would not be particularly recorded by the debtors is for a moment to be thought of. 
historians. This mingling of their blood See on in like manner above ; — here, 

with their sacrifices seems to have been the similarity will bo — in the ruin of your 
thought by the narrators evidence that whole city. This does not render it neces- 
they were very depraved sinners : for this sary that these words should have been 
was their argument, and is unconsciously spoken to actual dwellers in Jerusalem : 
that of many at this day, — ‘the worse for nearly the whole nation was assembled 
the afiliction, the more deserved ;’ see there at the time of the siege. 

Gen. xlii. 21 : Acts xxviii. 4. 2.] Our 6 — 9.] This Parable has perhaps been in- 

Lord perceives this to be their reasoning terpreted with hardly enough reference 
—they did not express it, as is plain by to its own peculiar context, or to the 
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a fig tree planted in his vineyard ; and he came and sought 
fruit thereon, and found none. 7 Then said he unto the 
dresser of^his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none : cut it down ; 

® «^?%»cumbereth it the ground ? 8 And he answering said 

unto him, P Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it : ^ and if it <1 hear fruit, welf] : 

[* and'] if not, then after that] thou shalt cut it down. 

® render, why moreover. P better, perhaps. Sir. 

^ read, bear fruit hereafter. ^ not expressed in the original, 

® omit, ^ omit. 

symbolic language of Scripture in other also, until it has been manured; if that 


places. Ordinarily the owner of the vine- 
yard is explained to be the Eternal 
Father : the dresser and intercessor, the 
Son of God : the fig-tree, the whole Jewish 
people : the vineyard, the world. But it 
may be objected to this, tliat the owner 
comes to seek the fruit, which can be pro- 
perly said only of Him who ** came unto 
His own ” — who is even in Matthew “ the 
heir^^ — and by implication there, the pos- 
sessor of the vineyard **when he shall 
come ** (for that destniction He universally 
represents as His coming). The other 
objections will come out in the direct 
exposition pf the Parable, which I take to 
be this : — The link which binds it to the 
foregoing is Except ye repent . . . ; and it 
is addressed rather to individuals than to 
the whole nation — though of course to the 
whole nation as made up of individuals. 
The vineyard is not the world, which would 
be wdiolly inconsistent with Scripture sym- 
bolism (for Matt. xiii. 24 the comparison 
is to “ the Icingdom of heaven — the 
Gospel dispensation, in which the field — 
not the vineyard — is the whole world) ; 
but, as in Isa. v. 7, the house of Israel and 
the men of Judah (see notes on Matt. xxi. 
33 ff.). The fig-tree planted in the vine- 
yard — among the vines — (a usual thing) 
denotes an individual application, fixing 
each man's thought upon one tree — and 
that one, himself; just as the guest with- 
out the wedding-garment in Matt. xxii. 
He who had the tree planted in His vine- 
yard ( — ‘ All things that the Father hath, 
are Mine' — John xvi. 15), came seeking 
fruit, and found it not : see Matt. xxi. 19 
and note. (The vine -dresser, see below.) 
He commands it to be cut down, as 
encumbering the soil (exhausting it, 
rendering it inactive) ; three years has 
He been coming and seeking fruit in this 
tree, and he findeth none. Then, at the 
intercession of the vine-dresser. He consents 
(for this is implied) to spare it this year 


fail, the Intercessor himself has no more 
plea to urge — it is to be cut down. 

Now who is this Intercessor ? First look 
at the matter of fact. TFho were the vine- 
dressers of God’s vineyard ? They were 
many. Moses, the Prophets, the Baptist, 
the Lord Himself, the Apostles and Teach- 
ers after Him. But what one Fersonaliiy 
might be set forth as pervading all these, 
‘striving with man' in them all — as being 
the vine-dresser ? Clearly, it seems to me, 
the Holy Spirit of God. In the passage 
just alluded to, Gen. vi. 3, w^e can hardly 
but recognize the main features of our 
present parable ; especially when the days 
of Noah are compared by tlie Lord Himself 
to His own coming to vengeance. The in- 
tercessory office of thd Spirit (“ the Advo- 
cate,** see on John xiv. 16), pleading with 
man and for man, and resigning that 
blessed conflict w'hen met with inveterate 
obduracy, is often set before us in Scrip- 
ture. See the whole history of Saul ; Zech. 
vii. 12 — 14 ; Prov. i. 23 — 32 : Isa. Ixiii. 
10 : Nell. ix. 20 : Rom. viii. 26, 27. 

7. three years] I have little doubt that 
an allusion is intended to the three years 
of our Lord's ministry. The objection to 
this, that the cutting down ought then to 
have taken place at the end (f this year,' 
does not apply ; for all is left indefinite in 
the request and the implied answer. In 
the individual application, many thousands 
did bear fruit this very year ; and of those 
who did not, who shall say when the Spirit 
ceased pleading with them, and the final 
sentence went forth ? why moreover 
cumbereth it the ground?] i. e. Why, be- 
sides bearing no fruit, is it impoverish- 
ing the soil — rendering the neighbouring 
ground useless ? S.] i. e. till I dig 

holes about the root, and cast in manure, 
as is done to orange-trees in the south of 
Italy, and to hops in England. 9.] 

After fruit there is a breaking off, and 
well is to be supplied; hut not without 
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And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
sabbath. ^ And, behold, there was a woman which had a 
spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, 
and ^ could in no wine lift up herself. And when Jesus 
saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her. Woman, 
thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13 jaid }iiQ 

hands on her; and immediately she was made straight, 
and glorified God. i"*" And the ruler of the synagogue 
answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed 
cExod.xx.9. Qjj sabbath day, and said unto the people, ® There are 
six days in which men ought to work : in them therefore 
come and be healed, and ‘^not on the sabbath day. The 
Lord then answered him, and said, ^ Thou hypocrite, ^ doth 

e ch. xiv. 6. , ^ 

not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass 
from the stall, and lead him away to watering ? 

^ render, could not lift herself upright : see note. 

* read. Ye hypocrites. 


reason : to fill up the sentence did not be- 
long to the purpose of this parable. 

hereafter] This word belongs to 
bear fruit, not, as in A. V., to the latter 
clause of the verse. We must remember, 
that as regards the Jews in the collec- 
tive sense, the sentence lingered 40 years. 

Thotj shalt.'jut it down— not, "2 
will cut it down/' and I find in this an 
additional proof of the correctness of the 
foregoing interpretation. It is the “ lord 
of the vineyard^' who *^when He cometh, 
shall wretchedly destroy those wretches” 
All judgment is committed to the ISon : — 
it is not the work of the Holy Spirit to 
cut down and destroy, for He is the Giver 
of life. The above interpretation is 

partially given by Stier, who has however 
in my view quite missed the vine-dresser, 
.understanding by him the husbandmen in 
Matt, xxi., forgetting that they are de- 
stroyed in the sequel of that parable, and 
that their position, that of the tenants of 
the vineyard, does not appear at all in 
this, any more than does the vine -dresser 
in that. 

10—21.] Healing oe a woman on 
THE Sabbath : hiscouese theeehpon. 
Peculiar to Luke, except the parables, 
which are in Matt. xiii. 31 — 33 ; Mark iv. 
31 — 34. 10.] Time and place alike 

indefinite. 11. a spirit of inflmuty] 

Her weakness was the effect of permitted 
power of the evil one (ver, 16) ; but whe- 
ther we are to find here a direct instance 
of possession, seems very doubtful There 
is nothing in our Lord's words addressed 


to her, to imply it : and in such cases He 
did not lay on His hands, or touch , — but 
only in cases of sickness or bodily infirmity. 

The A. V. has hero mistaken the 
position of the word which it renders “ in 
no wise.” It means altogetlfer, and be- 
longs to the verb lift herself. 12.] 
There is no reason to suppose any eminence 
of faith in her — though We may fairly 
conclude that she was there with some ex- 
pectation of a cure : see ver. 14. 
thou art loosed, expresses the setting free 
of her muscles from the power which 
bound them down, — and then, ver. 13, the 
laying on of the divine hands confers upon 
her strength to rise and stand upright. 
It would be, in such a case, one thing to 
be loosed from the stiffening of years, — 
and another to have strength at once con- 
ferred to stand upright. 14.] The 

ruler speaks not either to Jesus or to the 
woman ; but covertly and cowardly, to the 
multitude. Stier notices the self-stulti- 
fication of this speech, in making be 
healed,” — which is in fact a reception of 
divine grace and help, a species of work- 
ing.” 16. Ye hypocrites] The Lord 
saw the real thoughts of his heart, that 
they were false, and inconsistent with his 
pretended zeal, and addressed the multitude 
as represented by him, their leader. A 
man hardly could give forth a doctrine so at 
variance with common sense and common 
practice, without some by-end, with which 
he covered his violation of truth. That 
by-end here was enmity to and jealousy of 
Jesus. The iustapee chosen exactly JiU 
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ought not this woman, ^ being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, y he 
loosed frqjpi this bond on the sabbath day ? And * when 
he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed : 
and all the ^people rejoiced for all the glorious things that 
were* done by him. sh Then said he, Unto what is the 
kingdom of God like ? and whereimto shall I resemble it ? 

It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, 
and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a 
[® great] tree ; and the fowls of the air lodged in the 
branches of it. And again he said, Whereunto shall I 
liken the kingdom of God ? "i (g leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened. 

22^ And he went through the cities and villages, 
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. "3 Then said 
one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved ? And 
he said imto them, ‘ Strive to enter in at ^ the strait i Matt. vii. is. 

y render^ to be. 

2 rendeTy while he was saying, or, on his saying, . , 
render, multitude. ^ render, Thereupon. 

^ omitted hy several most ancient authorities, hut jperhaps because it does not 
occur in Matt. xiii. 32. 

d read and render, the narrow door. 


the circumstances. A boast tied to the 
manger is confined down as this poor 
woman was. 16.] The contrtist is 

strongly drawn — between a dumb animal, 
and (not merely a human creature, but) a 
daughter of Abraham — one of the chosen 
people (I cannot see any necessity for a 
spiritual daughter ship [Gal. iii. 7] being 
here implied), — between a few hours, since 
tlie last watering, and Go these eighteen 
years ^ (compare ver. 7, Behold these 
three years . ,). 17.] So far am 

I from thinking a description of this kind 
to be a mere general close, put in by the 
Evangelist, that .1 would take it as an ac- 
curate and graphic account of the imme- 
diate effect of our Lord's power and irre- 
sistible words, and the following parables 
as spoken immediately thereupon, shewing 
the people the ultimate conquest which the 
Kingdom of God should obtain over all op- 
jxisition, however strong. On the parables 
themselves, see on Matt. xiii. 81 — 33. 
18—21.] These two parables, found in 
Matthew as above, and the former of them 
in Mark iv. 30 — 32, seem to have been 
again spoken by our Lord at this time, in 
reference to the progress of His Gospel ijip 


dicated in ver. 17. The rendering there- 
upon is important, as pointing out the con- 
nexion. 

22 — 30.] Anbweii to the question 

AS TO THE NUMBER WHO SHALL BE 
SAVED. Our Lord repeats, occasion being 
given by a question peculiar to Luke, parts 
of His discourses spoken elsewhere, as re- 
ferred to below. 22.] This notice in- 
cludes what follows in the cycle of this last 
journey, but disclaims any definiteness of 
place or time for it. But certainly it 
seems to follow in natural order after our 
Lord's solemn warnings to repentance at 
the beginning of this chapter. The 
enquirer can hardly have been a disciple of 
Jesus (see ver. 28), but most likely a Jew 
from the multitude, who had heard his 
discourses, and either from Jewish pride, 
or perhaps out of real desire to learn from 
Him, put this question. 23.] On the 
word rendered that be saved, see note. 
Acts ii. 47 . Here, the implication of final 
salvation is obvious. unto them, L e. 

the multitude. Similar sayings have oc- 
curred in the Sermon on the Mount, but 
the connexion here is intimate and strict. 
24.] Sec on Matt. vii. 13. The de- 
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kjeejohn^vii. gate: for ^many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
fx! 3u ■ shall not be able. ^ When once the master of the 

house is risen up, and “hath shut to the door, and ye 
''''''' begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, 
nch.vL 46 . “Lord, [^Lord,'] open unto us; and he shall answer and 
oMatt^vii.28: say unto you, °I know you not whence ye are: then 
shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
^ ve?. ' presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 27 g p But 
he shall say, I tell you, I know you'] not whence ye are ; 
q 4, ^ depart from me, all ye i workers of iniquity. "8 k r Xhere 
shall he weeping and gnashing of teeth, ®when ye shall 
B Matt. viu. 11. see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves 1 thrust out. 

And they shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit 

t Matt. xlx. 80; , on 

^81.®“ down m the kingdom 01 God. ' And, behold, there are 


e render, From the time when. 

^ omitted hy several ancient authorities, JPerhaps it was inserted from Matt. 
XXV. 11. 

ff render, And. omit. ^ render, workmen. 

^ render^ There shall there be. The first ‘‘There” is local,— in that place.” 
1 render, being thrust. 


scription of the broad and narrow ways is 
not here inserted, as^ probably by this time, 
the narrow door (or gate) was a familiar 
image. In what follows we must not 
understand, ‘ shall seek to enter by it, and 
shall not be able — the emphasis of the 
command is, seek to enter at the narrow 
door : for many sliaU seek to enter (else- 
where), and shall not be able. After 
enter is to be supplied, in both places, into 
salvation, or into the Kingdom of Qod. 

26.] A reason why this strive is so 
important because there will be a day 
when the gate will be shut. The figure is 
the usual one, — of a feast, at which the 
householder entertains (in this case) the 
members of his family. These being as- 
sembled, he rises and shuts the door, and 
none are afterwards admitted. The 

from the time when extends to the end of 
ver. 26, — and the second member of the 
sentence begins with Wien shall ye begin 
&c. to say The door is shut, ye begin to 
stand without and knock. On the spiri- 
tual import, see note on Matt. xxv. 11. 

I know you not whence ye are : 
i. e. ‘ Ye are none of my family — have no 
relationship with me I 26. We have 

eaten and drunk in thy presence] As 
applied to the then assembled crowd, these 
words refer to the miracles of feeding, — 


perhaps also to His having so often sat 
at meat in the houses of various pei’sons 
(the drinking must not be pressed as 
meaning any thing different from the 
eating the expression is a general one 
for taking a meal) ; as applied to Chris- 
tians, to the eating and drinking whereof 
those miracles were anticipatory. Both 
these are merely in His presence ; — very 
different from the drinking ^*with you** 
of which He speaks Matt. xxvi. 29, and 
from “ J will sup with him and he with 
me,** Rev. iii. 20. thou hast taught 

in our streets] Applicable directly to those 
to whom the words were spoken ; and fur- 
ther, in its fuller sense, to all among whom 
the Gospel is preached, even till the end. 

27. workmen of iniquity] This un- 
usual expression seems to mean, persons 
engaged in the hire a/nd receiving the wages 
of unrighteousness : — see Matt. vii. 23, 
^yhe^e **ye that work lawlessness** (so 
literally) answers to it. 28, 29.] See 
Matt. viii. 11, 12, and notes. The 

verses occur here in a different connexion : 
‘ Ye Jews, who neglect the earnest endea- 
vour to enter now, shall weep and gnash 
your teeth when ye see all the saints, Jews 
and Oentiles, in the Kingdom of God, and 
yourselves excluded* (see ch. xvi. 23). 

In these two verses is the real answer to 
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last which shall be first, and there are first which shall be 
last. 

31 m 2*/^^ ^ame day there came certain of the Pharisees, 
saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence : for 
Hejfod ^ will kill thee. And he said unto them, Go ye, 
and tell that fox. Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures 
to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall he per- uiieb.u.io. 
fected. Nevertheless I must Pwalk to day, and to 

^ read and render. In that hour. ^ render, is minded to. 


® render, am. 

the question of ver. 23 given : — ' they shall 
he MANY — but what is that to you, if you 
he not among them V 30.] As the 

words here stand — somewhat different from 
those in Matt. xx. IC — they seem to be 
a prophetic declaration of what shall be 
in the course of the ingathering of these 
guests ; — viz. that some who were the 
first, or among the first to believe, shall 
fall from their high place, and vice verstl. 
This former has, as Stier notices, been 
remarkably the case with the Oriental 
Churches, which were the first founded 
and flourishing : — and, we may add, with 
the mother church of Jerusalem, which 
has declined, while her Gentile offsets have 
flourished. 

31—35.] Warning of Herod^s en- 
mity; OUR Loeu^s reply. Peculiar to 
Luke ; — the apostrophe in vv. 34, 35 was 
spoken by our Lord also on another occa- 
sion, Matt, xxiii. 37 — 39. 81.] In 

that hour is not necessarily definite. 

These Pharisees appear to have been sent 
by Herod for the purpose of getting rid of 
Jesus out of his jurisdiction. Considering 
his character, it is hardly jwssible that he 
should really have wished to kill one who 
was so popular; — he refused to do so 
when Jesus was in his power afterwards 
in Jerusalem ; — but, as great multitude^ 
were now following Him about, and super- 
stitious fears, as we know, agitated Herod, 
he wished to be quit of Him, and took 
this means of doing so. I think this view 
is necessary to justify the epithet applied 
to Herod, which certainly implies cunning 
on his part. Stier thinks the Pharisees 
invented the tale about Herod : but then 
how can the epithet applied to him be 
explained ? I cannot for a moment be- 
lieve, as he does, that our Lord saw through 
the lie of the Pharisees, and yet adopted 
it, meaning the fox to signify themselves. 
‘‘That Jesus in a public discourse uses 
such an expression of the ruler of his coun- 
try, is not to be judged of by the manners, 
and ways of speech, of our times. The 
VoL. I. 


P render, joumey. 

free-spokenness of the ancient world, which 
wc meet with especially in the Hebrew 
prophets, allowed such strong expressions, 
without any thing peculiarly offensive being 
found in them.^’ Bleek. 32, 33.] The 
interpretation of this answer is difficult, 
for two reasons — (1) that the signification 
of the to day, to morrow, and the third 
day is doubtful — (2) that the meaning of 
I am perfected is also doubtful. The 
days mentioned are ordinarily supposed to 
be proverbially used ; to day, for His pre- 
sent working — to morrow, for that be- 
tween the present time and his arrival at 
Jerusalem — the third day, for that arrival, 
and the end of his work and course by his 
Death. Against this, is (1) the posi- 
tive use of the three days, in an affirmative 
sentence, — of which no instance can be 
brought where the proverbial meaning is 
implied (2) the verb journey, proceed on 
my mission, belonging to all three in ver. 
33, whereas thus it only belongs to the two 
first. The interpretation adopted by 
Meyer (and Bleek) is this : — In three days 
(literal days) the Lord's working of mira- 
cles in Galilee w ould be ended, which had 
excited the apprehension of Herod : and 
then He would leave the territory, not for 
fear of Herod, but because He was going 
to Jerusalem to die. The objection to this 
is, that the sense — of ending these present 
works of healing, &c. does not seem a suffi- 
cient one for I am perfected, which, as 
applied to the Lord, surely must include 
His Death. I own that neither of the 
above interpretations satisfy me, — and still 
less the various modifications of them 
which have been proposed. Nor can I 
suggest any less open to objection: — but 
merely state my conviction, (1) that the 
days mentioned must have some definite 
fixed reference to three actual days ; (2) 
that perfected is used in the solemn sense 
elsewhere attached to the word : see John 
iv. 34, ** finish v. 36, xvii. 4 ; Acts xx» 
24 ; 2 Cor. xii, 9 ; Heb. ii. 10, v. 9, vii. 28, 
especially; x. 14, xi. 40, xii. 23 j in all 
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morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a 
xMatt.3cxiii. prophet perish ^oiit o/ Jerusalem. x q Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee ; how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under 
yLev.xxvtw, ber wings, and ye would not! ^6 Eehold, ^your house is 
T)aTi.^?; 27 .^’ ^iito you desolate] : and [® verily] I say unto you, 
icahih.i 2 . Yg shall not see me, until [^the time come when] ye shall 
'''MaExi. o?' * Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

XIV. ^ And it came to pass, ^ as he %vent into the house 
of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath 

^ render for perspicuity) , OUtside of. 

^ omit, ® omit : not in any ancient authority. 

^ omitted {hut perhaps because it does not occur in Matt, xxiii. 39^ hy many 


ancient authorities. 

^ render, when he had come. 

which places it is used in the original. 

if this G(»spel had been a chrono- 
logical calendar of our Lord^s journey, the 
meaning would probably have been clear : 
but as we have none such, it is, and I be- 
lieve must remain, obscure. I)r. Words- 
worth's note is much to the ]X)int : It 
must be remembered that Herod was ruler 
of Perma as well as of Galilee : and that 
John the Baptist had been put to death 
at Machaerus, where*'Herod had a palace, 
about ten miles E. of Jericho, and thirty E. 
of Jerusalem. St. Matt., xix. 1, and St. 
Mark, x. 1, 46, speak of our Lord being in 
Peraea, whence He passed over the river 
Jordan, and so came to Jericho, and thence 
to Bethany and Jerusalem for His Passion. 
Herod had put John to death not in 
Galilee but in Peraea j and if our Lord was 
now, as seems probable, in Peraea or near 
it, it was very likely that the Pharisees 
should endeavour to intimidate Him wdth 
a threat of Herod’s anger.” the day 
following means the same as *^the third 
day** above. I must journey— in 

the original, it is the very word in which 
they had addressed Him, “ Depart (jour- 
ney) hence,** ver. 31. for it cannot 
be . . . ., a monopoly not without ex- 
ceptions, for John had been put to death 
by Herod out of Jerusalem. But our 
Lord’s s^ing is not to be so literally 
pressed ; He states the general rule, which 
in His own case was to be fulfilled. There 
is no reference to the power of the Sanhe- 
drim to judge and condemn false prophets 
(as some think), for the feet of perishing 
only is here in question; — and our Lord 
never would place himself in such a cate- 


gory. 34, 36.] These verses are in 
too close connexion with the i)receding to 
allow of the supposition that they are in- 
serted unchronologically, as many suppose : 
and their variations from those in Matthew 
(xxiii. 37 — 39) are striking and character- 
istic. For ^*for,** which there accounts for 
the desolation of the temple, then for the 
last time left by our Lord, does not appear 
here, but and (or but) introducing a fresh 
saying, having I believe another meaning : 
and tlie words ^^from henceforth** which 
follow “ye shall not see me** there, mark- 
ing that moment as the commencement of 
the dereliction, are here omitted. Surely 
these difl’erences indicate an uttering of the 
w’ords prophetically, previous to their ut- 
terance in the act of departure. Our Lord 
overleaps in prophetic foresight the death 
just set forth as certain, and speaks of the 
ages to come, during which the holy city 
should be desolate and trodden down of 
the Gentiles. That the very words. 
Blessed is be that oometh in the name of 
the Lord, were used hy the multitude at the 
Lord’s entry into Jerusalem, I should 
much rather ascribe to a misunderstand- 
ing by them and the disciples of this very 
declaration, than for a moment suppose, 
as some have done, that these words. found 
any sufficient fulfilment in that entry. 

Chap. XIV. 1—6.] HEAXiNa op a 
DEOPSICAL MAN ON THE Sabbath. Pe- 
culiar to Luke. 1.] when he had 

come, viz. during the journeying, ch. xiii. 
33. one of the chief [men of the] 
Pharisees] Though the Pharisees had no 
official rulers as such, they had men to 
whom they looked up, as HUlel, Schammai, 
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day, that they watched him. ^ And, behold, there was a 
certain jnan before him which had the dropsy. 3 
Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, ® Is it lawful to heal on the ^ sahhath day ? ^ And a Matt. xn. lo. 

they held their peace. And he took him, and healed 
him, and let him go ; ^ and * answered them, saying, 

^ Which of you shall have y an ass or an ox fallen into a bExod.xnii.s 

^ ^ ^ Deut. xxii, 4 

pit, and will not straightway puU him out on the sabbath 
day ? ^ And they could not answer him again to these 

things. 7 And he put forth a parable to those which were ‘ 
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief 
2 rooms ; saying unto them, ^ When thou art bidden of 
any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest ^ room ; 
lest a more honourable man than thou c he bidden of him ; 


^ and he that bade thee and hi 

V render, were watching. 

* some ancient authorities have. Said 
y read, a son, or an ox. 

render, hast been. 

® render, shall have been. 

Gamaliel, &c. to eat bread] The Jews 
used to give entertainments on the Sab- 
bath, see Neh. viii. 9 — 12; Tobit ii. 1. 
The practice latterly be(;ame an abuse, — 
see quotations from Augustine in my Greek 
Test. 2.] before him, not as a guest; 
see ver. 4, and compare ch. vii. 37, and 
note on ver. 45. “ He was standing there, 
says Euthymius, not daring to ask to be 
healed, on account of the Sabbath, and the 
I’harisees ; but only shewing himself, that 
our Lord might see liim and be moved 
with pity, and so proceed to heal him.” 
It does not appear, though it is certainly 
possible, that he was set there by the Pha- 
risees on purpose » This was before the 
meal (ver. 7). 6.] There is a strict 

propriety in the comparison : the accident 
and disease are analogous. son, or an 
ox] This reading, which, from the weight 
of ancient testimony in its favour, evidently 
was the original, seemed incompatible with 
the supposed argument /row the less to the 
greater :—son was therefore altered to ass 
(as in ch. xiii. 15) or sheep, as one of our 
ancient MSS. has it. But our Lord’s argu- 
ment is of another and a far deeper kind. 
The stress is on you; and the point of 
comparison is the ownership, and conse- 
quent tender care, of the object in ques- 
tion. ‘ Those who are in your possession 
and care, whether belonging to your fami- 
lies, or your herds, are cared for, and 

C 


m come and say to tbee, 

^ read, sabbatb day, or not ? 
unto them. See Matt. xii. 11. 

^ render, places. 

^ render, place. 

rescued from perishing : am I, (the pos- 
sessor of heaven and earth, — this lies in. 
the background) to let mine perish with- 
out care or rescue 1 ’ % Tliere may bo 
in the words the meaning son, or even 
ox but I prefer rendering them simply. 

7—24.] Sayings op oub Lord at 
THIS Sabbath peast. 7 — 11.] It 

does not appear that the foregoing miracle 
gave occasion to this saying ; so that it is 
no objection to it, that it has no connexion 
with it. Our Lord, as was His practice, 
founds His instructions on wdiat He saw 
hapijening before Him. As Trench 

remarks, it is probable this was a splendid 
entertainment, and the guests distinguished 
persons (ver. 12). 7.] chief places, 

i. c., see Matt, xxiii. 6, the middle place in 
each couch, which was the most honourable. 
At a large feast there w’ould be many of 
these. 8.] The whole of this has, 

besides its plain reference, a deeper one, 
linked into it by the important word 
wedding, carrying with it all that meaning 
which it always has when relating to the 
Kingdom of Qod. Both senses are ob- 
vious, and only one remark needed j — that 
all th».t false humility, by which men put 
themselves lowest and dispraise themselves 
of set purpose to he placed higher, is, by 
the very nature of our Lord’s parable:, ex- 
cluded : for that is not bond fide abasing 
one’s self. The exaltation at the hands of 
2 
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Give this man place ; ^ and thou begin with shame to take 
c^ov.xxv.6, lowest ^room, ®But when thou art bidden, go and 
sit down in the lowest ^ room ; that when he that bade 
thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher : 
then shalt thou have ^worship in the presence of ^them 
ajobxxii.w. that sit at meat with thee. ^For whosoever exalteth 

Pa. xviii. 27. 

himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself 

xiiii'.i4. shall be exalted, Then said he also to him that bade 

Jamea Iv. 6. . -rrn 

1 Pet. V. 5. iiiin, Vv hen thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 
thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor 
thy rich neighbours ; lest they also bid thee again, and a 
recompence be made thee, But when thou makest a 
eNeh.viii.io, feast. Call ®the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

^4- and thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recompense 
thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of 
the just. 

And when one of them that sat at meat with him 
fRev.xix.o. heard these things, he said unto him, ^Blessed is he that 
KMatt.xxii. 2 . shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. ^Then said he 
unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade 

^ render, place. ^ render, then shalt thou begin. 

® render, glory. ^ read, all them. S see ahoee on ch. xi. 37. 


the Host is not to a purposed end to 
the guests, hut will follow true humility. 

9.] then shalt thou begin . . .] 
The form of expression sets forth the re- 
luctance and lingering with which it is 
done. 11.] As an example of the first 
clause, see Isa. xiv. 13 — 15 ; of the second, 
Phil, ii.6 — 11. 12 — 14.] composi- 

tion of the company before Him seems to 
have given occasion for this saying of our 
Lord. The Pharisee his host had doubt- 
less, with the view (of watching Him) 
mentioned in ver. 1, invited the principal 
persons of the place, and with the inten- 
tion of courting their favour, and getting 
a return. The Lord rebukes in him this 
spirit; — and it has been well remarked, 
that the intercourse and civilities of social 
life friends and neighbours are here 

presupposed, (inasmuch as for them there 
takes place a recompense, and they are 
struck off the list by this means,) with this 
caution, — that our means are not to be 
sumptuously laid out upon them, but upon 
something far better, — the providing for 
the poor and maimed and lame and blind. 
When we will make a sacrifice, and pro- 
vide at some cost, let us not throw our 
money away, as we should if a recompense 
is made to us in this world : but give it to 


the poor, i. e. lend it to the Lord; and 
then, as in ver. 14-, there will be a recom- 
pense at the resurrection of the just, which 
shall not be a mere equivalent, but a rich 
reward. 14.] the resurrection of 

the just, the first resurrection, here dis- 
tinctly asserted by our Lord; otherwise 
the words of the just would be vapid and 
unmeaning. See 1 Cor. xv. 22 f. ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 16; Kev. xx. 4, 5. 15 — 24.] 

Parable of the Great Supper. . One of 
the guests takes this literally, and ima- 
gines the great feast to which the Jews 
looked forward to be meant. He spoke 
as a Jew, and' probably with an idea 
that, as such, his admission to this feast 
was sure and certain. Our Lord an- 

swers him by the parable following, which 
shewed him that; true as his assertion was, 
(and He does not deny it,) the blessedness 
would not be practically so generally 
acknowledged nor entered into. The 

Parable, whatever analogy it may bear 
with that in Matt. xxii. 1 ff., is wholly 
different from that in many essential 
points. 16.] The great sapper is the 
kingdom of God, the feast of fat things in 
Isa. XXV. 6 ; completed in the marriage- 
supper of the Lamb; but fully prepared 
when the glad tidings of the Gospel were pro- 
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many: and ^sent his servant at supper time to say to 

them that were bidden, Come ; for all] things are now 
ready. * And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee have 
me excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I go to prove them : I pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come. So ^ that servant came, and 
shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the 
house being angry said to his servant. Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the 
poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And 
the servant said. Lord, it is done as thou ^ hmi commanded, 
and yet there is room. And the Lord said unto the 
servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24- Yov I 

^ omitted hy several ancient authorities. 

^ read, the. ^ render, didst command. 


claimed. bade many : tlieae first hidden 
are the Pharisees and h’eribes and the 
learned among the Jews. 17.] The ser- 
vant represents one spi7it,o\\e message; but 
is not necessarily, in the three cases, one 
and the same person. The three messages 
were delivered (1) by John the Baptist and 
our Lord ; (2) by our Lord and the Aj)os- 
tlesj (3) by the Apostles and those who 
came after. The elder prophets cannot be 
meant, for [all] things are now ready 
was the message, representing the procla- 
mation of John the Baptist and our Lord, 
“ The kingdom of heaven is at hand*^ 
18 — 20.] with one consent j so (ch. 
vii. 30) they had rejected John's baptism, 
and (John vii. 48) tlie Lord himself. The 
saying is not to be taken strictly without ex- 
ception, e. g. that of Nicodoinus : but gene- 
rically. So also ver. 24. The temper 
of these self-excusers is threefold ; the ex- 
cuses themselves are threefold j their spirit 
is one. The first alleges a necessity, — he 
must go and see his land : the second not 
so much as this, only his own plan and 
purpose — go to prove them:'* the 
third not so much as either of these, but 
rudely asserts cannot (i. e. I will 
not) come.** Also the excuses themselves 
are threefold. The first has his worldly 
possession (‘one to his farm,' Matt. xxii. 
6) to go and see : the second his purchase 
(‘another to his merchandise,' ibid.) of 
stock to prove : the third his home engage- 


ments and his lust to satisfy. All are 
detidned by worldliness, in however varied 
forms. 21.] The gathering of guests 
is still in the city (Matt. xxii. 7) ; that is, 
still among the Jews. the streets 
and lanes, the broa’8 and narrow streets : 
perhaps the cities and villages through 
which the Lord and his A])ostle8 jour- 
neyed preaching. Here appear 

again the very persons of ver. 13; the 
representatives of the wretched and de- 
spised : “ the common people {great muU 
titude)** Mark xii. 37 : not perhaps with- 
out a hint, that only those who knew 
themselves to be spiritually poor and 
maimed and halt and blind w'ould come 
to the Gospel feast. 22.] The palace 
is large, and the guest-room : “ nei- 

ther nature nor grace endures a vacuum," 
Bengel. 23.] The calling of the Gen- 
tiles, outside the city ; in the country 
(Matt. xxii. 9, 10). compel them to 
come in] Is there not here an allusion 
to Infant Baptism I for remember they 
who come in are good and bad. (Matt. 1. 
c.) 24.] 1 think with Stier, that 

our Lord here speaks in his own Person: 
unto you will fit no circumstance in the 
parable ; for the householder and his ser- 
vant are alone : the guests are not pre- 
sent. He speaks, with His usual For I 
say unto you, to the company present: 
and half continuing the parable, half ex- 
pounding it, substitutes Himself for the 
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* s!"" aSb ^ That ^ none of those men which were bidden 

shall taste of my supper. 

And there went great multitudes with him : and he 
turned, and said unto them, ^6 ^ jf j^^^n come to me, 
iwix.13. ^and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
mKev.xii.ii, children, and brethren, and sisters, *"yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. And "whosoever doth 
2 Tim. m. 12 . not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be mydis- 
oProv.xiir. ciple. For "which of you, "‘^intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he 
have sufficient to finish it ? Lest haply, after he hath 
laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that 
behold it begin to mock him, saying, This man began to 
build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going 
to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, 
and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to 
meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand ? 


^ render^ not onc. 

master of tlie feast, leaving- it hardly 
doubtful who those men which were 
hidden are. 

25—35.] Discofrse to the multi- 
tudes. Our Lord is, at some time further 
on in the journey, going forward, and 
speaking to the multitf.de on counting the 
cost before any man becomes his disciple. 

26, 27.] See Matt. x. 37, 38, and 
note. The remark there made of the 
strangeness of this sound of the CrosSy still 
applies : our Lord had not yet announced 
his death hg crucifixion. hate not] 

It is well to enquire what sense this word 
here bears. That no such thing as active 
hatred can be meant, is plain : our Lord 
himself is an example to the contrary, 
John xix. 25 — 27 ; the hate is the general^ 
not personaly feeling of alienation in the 
inmost heart, — so that this world’s rela- 
tionships, as belonging to the state of 
things in this world, are not the home and 
rest of the heart. This is evident from 
the yea, and his own life also, which fol- 
lows. Let the hate begin here, and little 
explanation will be further wanted. This 
addition also shews that the saying was 
not meant only for those times, in which 
more perhaps of the disruption of earthly 
ties was required, but /or all time : for his 
own life is equally dear to every man in 
every age. It hardly need be observed 
that this hate is not only consistent with, 
but absolutely necessary to the very high- 
est kind of love. It is that element in 


^ render y MUshing. 

love which makes a man a %cise and Chri.s- 
tian friend, — not for time only, but for 
eternity. 28 — 30.] Peculiar to Luke. 

The same caution is followed out in this 
parable. This is to be borne in mind, or 
it will be misinterpreted. The ground of 
the parable is, that entire self-renunciation 
is requisite, to become a disciple of Christ. 
This man wishes to build a tower : to raise 
that building (see 1 Cor. iii. 11 — 15), which 
we must rear on the one Foundation, and 
which shall be tried in the day of the Lord. 
He is advised to count the cost, to see 
whether he have enough thoroughly to 
finish it. If he begin, lay the foundation, 
— however seemingly well it may be done, 
it is not well done, because he has not 
enough to complete it : and the attempt 
can only lead to shame. So it is with one 
who would be Christ’s disciple : but with 
this weighty ditference, lying in the back- 
ground of the parable — that in his case 
the counting the cost must always issue in 
a discovery of the utter inadequacy of his 
own resources, and the going out of him- 
self for strength and means to build. 

31—33.] This same lesson is even 
more pointedly set before us in the follow- 
ing parable, which, as well as the other, is 
frequently misunderstood. The two kings 
here are, — the man desirous to become a 
disciple, to work out his salvation, — and 
God, with whose just and holy law lieTs 
naturally at variance ; — it is his “ adver- 
saryfi see ch. xii. 58, and note:— these 
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or else, while the other is yet a great way oiOf, he sendeth 
an ambassage, and desircth conditions of peace. ^3 gQ 
likewise,* whosoever he be of you that ^/orsaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. ^ o Salt is ffood: p Matt. v. is. 

1* *11 • Mark ix. 60 . 

but# if P the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be 
seasoned ? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the 
dunghill ; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

XY. 1 <1 Then ^ drew near unto him all the publicans and aMatt.ii.io. 
sinners for to hear him. ^ And the Pharisees and scribes 
murmured, saying. This man receiveth sinners, and ^ eateth ^ oaul'iL 

^ render, biddeth not farewell to. 

® some ancient authorities read, Salt therefore is gOod. 

P read, evcn the. ^ render, Now there Were drawing near. 


two are going to engage in war ; and the 
question for each man to sit down and ask 
himself is, ‘Can I, with (the word may 
probably mean clad in, — surrounded hy, 
all that 1 have, all my instrument of war) 
my ten thousand, stand the charge of Him 
who Cometh against me with (tlie preposi- 
tion is diflerent, and may represent only as 
many as He pleases to bring tvith Him for 
the purpose, see Ps. Ixviii. 17, A.V.) twenty 
thousand?^ — see Job xv. 24 — 20. 

Here the inadequacy of man’s resources is 
plainly set forth, not left, as in the former 
parable, to be inferred. Tlien, finding 
that lie has no hope of prevailing, — while 
the other is yet a great way off, while 
there is yet time, — he sends an embassy, 
and sues for peace, abandoning the con- 
flict; throwing himself upon the mere 
mercy and grace of God ; — bidding fare- 
well to all that he hath, in both cases. 

The ordinary misinterpretation of 
this parable is in taking the king with 
twenty thousand to be the ruler of this 
world, i. e. Satan — which destroys all the 
sense : — for with him the natural man is 
at peace, but the disciple of Christ at 
war. 34, 36.] Por the third time, our 
Lord repeats the saying concerning salt ; 
see Matt. v*. 13 : Mark. ix. 50, and notes. 
The therefore and even, here restored to 
the text, are both valuable ', the former as 
importing the recurrence of a saying known 
before, the latter as giving force to the 
supposition. Tlie salt, in Scripture sym- 
bolism, is the whole life-retaining anti- 
septic influence of the Spirit of God : — this, 
working in the being My disciple, is good ; 
but if even this be corrupted — if the mere 
appearance of this, and not the veritable 
salt (which is the savour), be in you — 


wdierewdth, &c. Such a disciple is to be 
cast out. Salt was not used for land, Ps. 
cvii. 34, nor for mingling with manure ; it 
is of no use for eitlier of those purposes, 
but must be utterly cast out. 

Chap. XV. Paiiables, betting poetii 
God’s mercy to sinners. 1 — 7.] 

The lost sheep. It does not appear where 
or when this gathering of publicans and 
sinners to hear Him happened, — but cer- 
tainly in the progress of this same journey, 
and, we may well believe, consecutively on 
the discourses in yie last chapter. This 
first parable had been spoken by our Lord 
before. Matt, xviii. 12 — 14 : but, as Trench 
has remarked, w ith a different view : there, 
to bring out the preciousness of each indi- 
vidual little one in the eyes of the good 
Shepherd ; here, to shew’' that no sheep can 
have strayed so widely, but He will seeh it 
and rejoice over it when found. The 
second is peculiar to Luke. 1.] there 
were drawing near — were busied in draw- 
ing near — were continually about Him, 
struck perhaps with penitence, — found, by 
His seeking them : — having come from the 
husks of a life of sin, to the bread of life ; 
— so the three parables seem to imply. 

all the publicans, a general term, 
admitting of course of exceptions, see ch, 
xiii. 33 and note. 2.] receiveth into 

His circle of adherents — eateth with them, 
allows them to sit at meat with Him ; — on 
the journey, or at entertainments, as in 
Matt. ix. 10. Sticr remarks (iii. 214, 
edn. 2) that this receiveth sinners is an 
important and affecting testimony, from 
the mouth of the enemies of our Lord, to 
his willingness to receive them. The 

peculiar word rendered murmured implies 
either that they did so throughout the 
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with. them. ^ And he spake this parable nnto them, saying, 
4 c What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost until he find it ? 
^ And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. ^ And when he cometh home, he calleth to- 
gether his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Re- 
el iPet.H. 10 , 25 . joice ^with me; for I have found my sheep which was 
lost. 7 I say unto you, that ^likewise joy shall be in 
eeh.v.i 2 . heaven over one sinner that repen teth, ^more than over 
ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

^ render, in like manner. 


journey; — or rattier, one to another— re- 
sponsively. 3 — 7.] The man having 

the hundred sheep, is plainly tlie Son of 
God, the Good Shepherd. This had been 
his prophetic description, and that in this 
very connexion, —oi seeking the lost, Ezek. 
xxxiv. 6, 11 If. This it is which gives so 
peculiar an interest to David as a type of 
Christ — that he was a shepherd; ibid, 
ver. 23. Our JjorA plainly declares ttien 
by this parable — and that I take to be the 
reason why it is placed first (see below) — 
that the matter in which they had found 
fault with Him was the nery pursuit most 
in accordance with h^s divine Office of 
Shepherd. 4,] It is the Owner Sim- 
self who goes to seek, see Ezek. ver. 11 — 
God in Christ. The hundred sheep 
are the house of Israel, see Matt. x. 6; 
but in the present application, mankind: 
(not, ‘ believers m Christ ; * see on ver. 7.) 

The argument is U) their self-interest : 
but the act on the part of the good Shep- 
herd is, from the nature of tlie case, one of 
love ; or, as Stier remarks, also human love 
for his own; for in Him, Love, and His 
glory, are mie and the same thing, 
file ninety and nine] These pass altogether 
into tlie background, and are lost sight of. 
The character of the good Shepherd is a 
sufficient warrant for their being well 
cared for* The wilderness is not a barren 
place, but one abounding in pastures 
(John vi. 10, compared with Matt. xiv. 
16). 5.] Not mere self-interest, 

but love comes forward here ; see Isa. xl. 
11. No blows are given for the straying — 
no 'hard words : mercy to the lost one, — 
and joy within himself,— are the Shep- 
herd's feeling; the sbe^ is weary with 
long wanderings, — He gives it rest. Matt, 
ix. 36 ; xi. 28. 6.] In this return to 

His house, must be understood the whole 


course of seeking and finding which the 
good Shepherd, either by Himself or His 
agents, now pursues in each individual case, 
even until He brings the lost sheep home 
info heaven to Himself— not in reality, so 
that it should not take place till the death 
of the penitent — but by anticipation , — 
till the name is written in heaven; — till 
the sinner is jxmitont. This is clear from 
the interpretation in ver. 7. The friends 
and neighbours represent the angels (and 
spirits of just men made perfect ?). 
my sheep which was lost breathes 
a totally different thought from the 
piece {drachma) which I lostj* There is 
pity and love in it, which, from the nature 
of the ease, the other does not admit of. 

7. I say unto you] In these words 
the Ijord often introduces His revelations 
of the unseen world of glory; see Matt, 
xviii. 10. On these just persons, see 
note at Matt. ix. 12, 13. They are the 
subjectively righteous, and this saying 
respects their own view of themselves. (Or 
if it be required that the words should be 
literally ex|jained, seeing that these ninety - 
nine did not err, — then I see no other way 
but to suppose them, in the deeper meaning 
of the parable, to be the worlds that have 
not fallen and the one that has strayed, 
our human nature, in this our world.) 
But we have yet to enquire, what sort of 
sinner this parable represents : for each of 
the three skis before us a different type 
of the sinner sunk in his sin. Bengel, in 
distinguishing the three, says, The sheep, 
the drachma, the prodigal son, — sigiiify 
respectively, (1) the stupid sinner, — (2) the 
sinner wlioUy unconscious of the fact and 
of himself, — (3) the sinner conscious and of 
purpose.” Jbis one is the stupid and be- 
wildered sinner, erring and straying away 
in ignorance and self-will from his Shep- 
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8 Either what woman having ten * pieces of silver, if she 
lose one » piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the 
house, and seek diligently till she find it ? ^ And when 

she hath found it, she calleth her ^ friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying. Rejoice with me ; for I have found 
the ® piece which I had] lost. ^ Likewise, I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth. And he said, A certain man 
had two sons : and the younger of them said to his 

® literally, drachmas, and drachma. ^ the original word is feminine. 

^ omit. 


herd, but sought by the Shepherd, and 
fetched backed with joy. 8 — 10 .] 

The lost piece op money. In the fol- 
lowing wonderful parable, we have the 
next class of sinners set before us, sought 
for and found by the power and work of 
the Spirit in the Church of Christ. It 
will be seen, as we proceed, how perfectly 
this interpretation comes out, not as a 
fancy, but as the very kernel and, sense of 
the parable. The woman cannot be the 
Church absolutely, for the Church herself 
is a lost sheep at first, sought and found by 
the Sheidierd. Kather Ls the house here 
the Church— as will come out by and by, 
— and the woman the indwelling Spirit, 
working in it. All men belong to this 
Creator -Spirit ; all have been stamped with 
the image of Ood. But the sinner lies in 
the dust of sin and death and corruption — 
wholly unconscious^* Then the Spirit, 
lighting the candle of the Lord (Prov. xx. 
27 ; Zeph. i. 12), searching every corner 
and sweeping every unseen place, out 
the sinner ; restores him to his true value 
as made for God’s glory. This lighting 
and sweeping are to be understood of the 
office of the Spirit in the Church, in its 
various ways of seeking the sinner— by 
the preaching of repentance, by the Word 
of God read, &c. llien comes the joy 
again. 9.] her (female) friends and 

her neighbours are invited — but there is 
no return home now — nor in the explana- 
tion, ver. 10, is there any “m heaven,** 
because the Spirit abides in the Church 
— because the angels are present in the 
Church, see 1 Cor. xi. 10 : — nor is it 
“ shall be** (as in ver. 7 at the return of 
the Kedeemer then future), but is — the 
ministering spirits rejoice over every soul 
that is brought out of the dust of death 
into God’s treasure-house by the searching 
of the blessed Spirit. In this parable 

then we have set before us the sinner who 
is unconscious of himself and his own real 


worth ; who is lying, though in reality a 
precious coin, in the mire of this world, 
lost and valueless, till he is searched out by 
the blessed and gracious Spirit. And that 
such a search will be made, we are here 
assured. 11—32.] The Pkodigal 

Son. Peculiar to Luke. ‘If we might 
venture here to make comparisons, as we do 
among the sayings of men, this parable of 
the Lord would rightly be (failed, the crown 
and pearl of all His parables.* Stier. 

We have here the glad and welcome re- 
ception of the returning sinner (sinner under 
the most aggra vating circumstances) in the 
bosom of his heavenly Father : and agree- 
ably to the circumstances under which 
the discourse was spoktti, the just men 
who murmured at the publicans and sin- 
ners are represented under the figure of 
the elder son sec below. The parable 
certainly was spoken on the same occasion 
as the preceding, and relates to the 
same subject. Those who for the sake 
of upholding the patristic interpretation 
deny this, seem to me to have entirely 
missed the scope of the parable: see 
below. 11.] A certain man— Oar 

heavenly Father, the Creator and Pos- 
sessor of all : not Christ, who ever repre- 
sents Himself as a son, although fre- 
quently as a possessor or lord. two 

sons, not, in any direct or primary sense 
of the Parable, the Jews and the Oenfiles : 
that there may be an ulterior application 
to this effect, is only owing to the parable 
grasping the great central truths, of which 
the Jew and Gentile were, in their relation, 
illustrations, — and of which such illustra- 
tions are furnished wherever such differ- 
ences occur. The two parties stand- 

ing in the foreground of the parabolic 
mirror are, the Scribes and Pharisees as 
the elder son, the publicans and sinners 2 ^ 
the younger ; — all, Jews : all, belonging to 
God’s family. The mystery of the ad- 
mission of the Gentiles into God’s Church 
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father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to 
fMarkiii.44. me. And hc divided tuito them ^his living. And not 
many days after the younger son gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted 
his substance with * riotous living. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land ; and 
he began to be in want, And he went and joined 
himself to a citizen of that country ; and he sent him into 
his fields to feed swine, And he would fain have filled 
his belly with the 7 husks that the swine did eat : and no 


man gave unto him. 

* better, profligate : see note. 

was not yet made known in any such 
manner as that they should be repre- 
sented as of one family with the Jews ; — 
not to mention that this interpretation 
fails in the very root of the Parable ; for 
in strictness the Gentile should be the 
elder, the Jew not being constituted in his 
superiority till 2000 years after tlie Crea- 
tion. The upholders of this interpre- 
tation forget that when we speak of the 
Jew as elder, and the Gentile as younger, it 
is in respect not of birth, but of this very 
return to and reception into the Father’s 
house, which is not to he considered yet. 
The objections of the interpreters mentioned 
above do not touclfi the reasons here given. 
The relations of elder and younger have a 
peculiar fitness for the characters to be filled 
by them, and are I believe chosen on that 
account; as Euthymius says, “He names 
the sinner the younger, as being childish 
in mind and easily led astray.^’ 12, 13.] 
The part of the parable relating to the 
prodigal himself divides itself into three 
parts — 1. his sin : 2. his misery : 3. his 
penitence. In these verses his sin is de- 
scribed. It consists in a desire to depart 
from his Father’s house and control, and 
to set up for himself, — to live a life of 
what the carnal man calls liberty. 

12.] Such a request as this is shewn by Ori- 
entalists to have been known in the East, 
though not among the Jews. The 

firstborn had two -thirds of the property, 
see Deut. xxi. 17. Tlie father, as implied 
in the parable, reserves to himself the 
power during his life over the portion of 
the firstborn, see ver. 31. The parable 
sets before us very strikingly the permis- 
sion of free will to man. 13.] The 
images of both the preceding parables are 
united here : — in his talcing his journey, ym 
have the straying sheep ; in his state when 
he got into the far country, the lost piece 


And when he came to himself, he 

y see note. * render, But. 

of money. But in this case the search is to 
be carried on within him — we are now on 
higher ground than in those two parables. 
“ The far-off country represents forgetful- 
ness of God.” Augustine. profligate] 
The old English word retchless, expresses 
perhaps best the meaning, which is not 
* unsparing,’ but incorrigible, past hope of 
reclaim. 14 — 16.] Sis misery is set 

forth in these verses. He soon spends all : 
— there is a fine irony, as Stier remarks, in 
the word spent, as compared with wasted 
before — he spent his money for that which 
was no bread. 14. a mighty famine] 

This famine is the shepherd seeking his 
stray sheep — the woman sweeping to find 
the lost. The famine, in the interpreta- 
tion, is to be subjectively taken ; he begins 
to be in want, — to feel the emptiness of 
soul which precedes either utter abandon- 
ment or true penitence. 15.] He sinks 
lower and lower — becomes the despised 
servant of an alien (is there here any hint 
at the situation of the. publicans, who were 
but the servants of wealthy Romans ?) who 
employs him in an office most vile and 
odious to the mind of a Jew. 16. husks] 

‘ These are not the husks or pods of some 
other fruit, as of peas or beans, but them- 
selves a fruit, that of the carob [or 
caruba, found not only in the East, but in 
South Europe, e. g. in abundance on the 
Riviera between Nice and Genoa. H. A.] 

tree They are in shape something 

like a bean-pod, though larger and more 
curved, thence called keration or little horn 
.... they have a hard dark outside and 
a dull sweet taste .... the shell or pod 
alone is eaten.’ Trench. His appetite even 
drove him to these for food ; — for (this is 
the real sense involved in and) no man gave 
(aught) to him. We see him now in 

the depth of his misery, — the sinner reap- 
ing the consequences of his sin in utter 
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said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough an(^ to spare, and I perish with hunger ! j 
arise and go to my father, and will say imto him, Father, 

I have sinned against heaven, and ^ before thee, ^ and 
am no Itnore worthy to be called thy son : make me as one 
of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his 
father. But ^when he was yet a great way off, his father g Acta u. so. 
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and ® kissed him. ^nd the son said unto him. 

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and ^-in thy sight, 

and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 h ps. n. 4. 
the father said to his servants, ^ Bring forth the ® best 
robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on his hand, and 

these two are the same expression in the original. 

^ read, I am, placing a colon hefore it. 

® literalhj, eagerly kissed : see on Matt. xxvi. 49 : Mark xiv. 45 : ch. vii. 38, 
45 ; Acts XX. 37. 

^ many ancient authorities read. Bring forth quickly. 

® literally, first. 

shame and extremity of need. 17 — 20.] sinner now a sure ground of confidence. 
His penitence. And here we have a weighty that returning to God he shall not be re - 
difference between the permitted rational pelled, nor cast out ? The adoption of 
free will of man, and the stupid wandering sonship which he received in Christ Jesus 
on of the sheep, or the inanimate coin lying at his baptism, and his fjjith that the gifts 
till it is picked up, — botli these being how- and calling of (jod are without repentance 
ever true in the case of man, did not God or recall.’’ Trench. 20.] What he 

seek and save the sinner : ‘ the grace of God has resolved, he does : a figure not of the 
by Christ preventing us that we may have usual, but of the proper course of such a 
a good will, and working with us when state of mind. 20—25. when he was 
have that good will?’ Article X. of the yet a great way off ] Who can say whether 
Church of England. 17. when he came this itself was not a seeking 1 whether his 
to himselfj See 1 Kings viii. 47. Before courage would have held out to the meet- 
this, he was beside himself. The most ing ? On what follows, see especially 

dreadful torment of the lost, in fact that Jcr. iii. 12; James iv. 8; Gen. xlvi. 29; 
which constitutes their state of torment, 2 Sam. xiv. 33. 21.] The intended 

will be this coming to themselves, when too close of his confession is not uttered ; — 
late for repentance. He now recalls there is no abatement of his penitence, 
the peace and plenty of his Father'* s house, for all his Father’s touching and reas- 
hired servants] For he now was a suring kindness, — but his filial confidence 
hireling, but in how different a case ! is sufficiently awakened to prevent the re- 

18.] I will arise, see ver. 24, was dead, and quest that he might he as an hired servant. 
is alive again ; it was truly a resurrection 22.] All these gifts belong to his re- 

from the dead. This resolution is a further ception, not as a servant, but as a son : the 
step than his last reflection. In it he no- first robe, for him who came in rags, — Isa. 
where gives up his sonship : this, and the Ixi. 10 ; Rev. iii. 18 : — but first must not 
word ‘^Father,” lie at the root of his be understcxKl as meaning the robe which 
penitence it is the thought of having he used to wear — his former robe — this 
sinned against (in the parable itself, Hea- would not be consistent with the former 
ven and) Thee, which works now in him. part of the parable, in which he was not 
And accordingly he does not resolve to ask turned out with any disgrace, but left as 
to be made one of the hired servants, but a son and of his own accord : but best, as 
as one of them : — still a son, but as an in the A. V. : — a robe, (yea) the first and 
hireling. “ And w^iat is it that gives the goodliest. The ring, — a token of a 
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shoes on his feet : and bring hither the fatted calf, and 
iver. 82 . Eph. kill it ; and let us eat, and be merry : ^ ^for this my son 
* was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is found. 

And they began to be merry. Xow his elder son was in 
the field : and as he came and drew nigh to the hduse, he 
heard musick and dancing. ^6 lie called one of ^ the 
servants, and asked what these things meant. ^7 And he 
said unto him, Thy brother is come ; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him S safe 
and somid. And he was angry, and would not go in : 
^ therefore came his father out, and intreated him. ^9 And 
he answering said to his father, Lo, ^ these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy com- 
mandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I 

^ render, his. 5 literally, in health. 

^ read, but his father came out. 

^ literally, for SO many, naming some number. See Acts v. 8, where the toord is 
the same. 


distinguished and free person, see James 
ii. 2j Gen. xli. 42. The shoes, also 
the mark of a free man (for slaves went 
barefoot), see Zech. x. 12 ; Eph, vi. 15. 
These arc the gifts of grace and holiness 
with which the returned penitent is clothed 
by his gracious Ftither ; see Zech. iii. 4, 5. 

23. the fatted calf] So Judg. vi. 
25, Gideon is commanded to kill thy 
father's young hulloch of seven years old 
(rendered by the LXX thy father's fatted 
calf) .—some calf fatted for a particular 
feast or anniversary, and standing in the 
stall. No allusion must be thought of to 
the sacrificing of Christ : — which would 
be wholly out of place here, — and is pre- 
supposed in the whole parable. be 

merry] So ver. 6, “joy in heaven;” — all 
rejoice. Some of these are servants who 
have entered into the joy of their Lord : 
Matt.%xxv. 21, 23. 24.] dead, and u 

alive again, — the lost money : lost, and is 
found, — the lost sheep : see 1 Jolin iii. 14: 
Eph. ii. 6 : 1 Pet. ii. 25. began, a 
contrast to the “ began " in ver. 14. 

25 — 28.] As far as regards the penitent, 
the parable is finished but those who 
murmured at his reception, who were the 
proud and faultless elder son,— always in 
the house and serving, but not, as will 
appear, either over»atfectionate or over- 
respectful,— they too must act their part, 
in order to complete the instruction. As 
regards the penitent, this part of the 
parable sets forth the reception he meets 
with from his fellow -men, in contrast to 


that from his father ; see Matt, xviii. 27, 
30. 26.] in the field — probably 

worMng, in the course of his “ serving," as 
he expresses it, ver. 29. He was appa- 
rently returning at meal-time, 
musick and dancing] This is one of those 
by -glances into the lesser occupations and 
recreations of human life, by which the 
Lord so often stamps his tacit approval on 
the joys and unbendings of men. Would 
these festal employments have been hero 
mentioned by Him on so solemn and 
blessed an occasion, if they really were 
among those works of the devil which He 
came into the world to destroy ? 

28 — 32.] Stier well remarks that this 
elder is now the lost son : he has lost all 
childlike filial feeling ; he betrays the hy- 
pocrite within. The love and forbearance 
of the father are eminently shewn— the 
utter want of love and humility in the son 
strongly contrasted with them. 

29.] Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
the very manner of speech of a Pharisee : 
as is the continuation. Let us ask with 
reference to the differences in the explana- 
tion, Could the Jewish nation be intro- 
duced saying, even in the falsest hypocrisy, 
that they had never transgressed God's 
commandments ? thou never gavest 

me answers to the younger son’s give 
me " in ver. 12 ; — it is a separation of the 
individual son from his father, and, as 
there pointed out, the very root and 
ground of sin. a kid, of less value 
than a calf. my friends— who are 
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might make merry with my friends : 30 i 3 ut as soon as this 
thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, tlfou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And 
he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that 
I have is thine. It was meet that we should make 
merry, and be glad: ^ for this thy brother was dead, and^ver. 24 . 
is alive agahi] ; and was lost, and is found. 

XVI. 1 And he said also unto his disciples. There was a 
certain rich man, which had a steward ; and the same was 

^ omit. 


these ? this elder son also then has friends, 
who are not his f ather* s friends : see Matt, 
xxii. 10, “ they sent out unto him their 
disciples with the Herodians.^' 

30. this thy son] The last degree of scorn 
and contempt, — just such as was shewn by 
the Pharisees towards the puhlicans and 
sinners (sec ch. xviii. 11). ‘ I will not 

count such an impure })erson my brother' 
thy living] A covert reproach of his 
father for having given it to him. 
with harlots] A charitable addition on the 
part of the elder brother, such as those 
represented by him always take care to 
make under similar circumstances. Even 
supposing it a necessary inference from 
the kind of life which he had been leading, 
it was one which nothing but the bitterest 
jealousy would have uttered at such a 
time. thou hast killed for him the 

fatted calf] I^arallel with “ he receiveth 
sinners and eateth with them," ver. 2. 
‘Thou hast not only made him equal to 
me, but hast received him into superior 
favour.' 31.] thou art ever with 

me, as a reason wdiy no extraordinary joy 
should be sliewn over him ; other reasons 
might be assigned, and lie indeed in the 
background, suggested by his tone and 
words ; but this is the soft answer to turn 
away wrath. all that I have is 

thine, because the portion of goods which 
remained was his. 32. It was meet] 
The Father still asserts the restored son- 
ship of his returned prodigal — this thy 
brother. We may remark that the diffi- 
culties which have been found in the latter 
part of the parable, from the uncontra- 
dicted assertion in ver. 29, if the Pharisees 
are meant, — and the great pride and un- 
charitableness shewn, if really righteous 
persons are meant, — are considerably 
lightened by the consideration, that the 
contradiction of that assertion would have 
been beside the purpose of the parable ; 
that it was the very thing on which the 
Pharisees prided themselves ; that, besides, 
it is sufficiently contradicted in fact ^ by 


the spirit and words of the elder son. He 
was breaking his Father’s commandment 
even when he made the assertion, — and 
the making it is part of his hypocrisy. 

The result of the Father’s entreaty 
is left purposely uncertain (see Trench, 
Parables) : is it possible that this should 
have been the case, had the Jewish nation 
been meant by the elder brother ? But 
now, as he typifies a set of individuals who 
might themselves be (and many of them 
w^ere) won by repentance, — it is thus 
broken offi to be closed by each individual 
for himself. For wo are all in turn 
examples of the cases of both these 
brothers, containing the seeds of both 
evil courses in our hearts : but, thanks be 
to God, under that grace, which is suffi- 
cient and willing to seek and save us from 
both. • 

Chap. XVI. 1 — 8.] Parable op the 
UNJUST STEWARD. Peculiar to Lukc. No 
parable in the Gospels has been tlic subject 
of so much controversy as this : while, at 
tlie same time, the general stream of inter- 
pretation is well defined, and, in the main, 
satisfactory. It would be quite beyond 
the limits of this note to give any thing 
like a catalogue of the views respecting it : 
the principal ones which differ from that 
which 1 have adopted, will be noticed in 
the course of my remarks. 1.] he 

said also — a continuation, I believe, of the 
foregoing certainly closely con«L‘cted in 
subject with it, as is the second parable in 
this chapter also ; see below. unto 

his disciples, not to the Twelve only, but to 
the multitude of the disciples ; and more 
immediately perhaps to the Publicans, 
whose reception by Him had been the 
occasion of this discourse. 1 say this be- 
cause 1 believe them to hold a place, 
though not a j>rincipal or an exclusive one, 
in the application of the parable which 
follows. There was a certain rich 
man . . . .] The history in this parable 
is, in itself, purely worldly. The master 
is a son of this world, as well as his 
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accused unto him that he ^ had wasted his goods. ^ And he 
called him, and said imto him, ^ How is it that I hear this 
of thee ? » give an account of thy stewardship ; for thou 
^ mayest be no longer steward. ^ Then the steward said 
within himself. What shall I do? for my lord ^taketh 
away from me the stewardship : I cannot dig ; to beg I 

1 render, was Wasting — literally. Scattering. 

^ see note. “ render, give up the aCCOUnt. 

® render, canst. 


steward : bear this in mind the whole 
parabolic machinery is from the standing- 
point of the children of this world. 

In the interpretation, this rich man is the 
Almighty Possessor of all things. This is 
the only tenable view. Meyer, who sup- 
poses him to be Mammon (defending it by 
the consideration that dismissal from his 
service is equivalent to being received into 
everlasting habitations, which it is not , — 
see below), is involved in inextricable diffi- 
culties further on. Olshausen’s view, that 
he represents the Devil, the 'prince of this 
world, will be found equally untenable. 
Schleiermacher’s, that the Romans are in- 
tended, whose' stewards the Publicans were, 
and that the debtors are the Jews, hardly 
needs refuting ; — certainly not more refu- 
ting, than any consistent exposition will of 
itself furnish. a steward, a general 

overlooker— very ftiuch what we under- 
stand by an agent, or ‘a man of busi- 
ness,' or, in the larger sense, a steward. 
They were generally of old, slaves: but 
this man is n freeman, from vv. 3, 4. This 
steward represents especially the Publicans, 
but also all the disciples, i. e. every man 
in Christas Church. We are all God's 
stewards, who commits to our trust His 
property : — each one's office is of larger 
or smaller trust and responsibility, accord- 
ing to the measure entrusted to him. 
I say, especially the Publicans, because 
the Twelve, and probably others, had 
relinquished all and followed Christ, and 
therefore the application of the parable to 
them would not be so direct: and also 
because 1 cannot but put together with 
this parable, and consider as perhaps 
prompted by it or the report of it, the 
profession of Zacchseus, ch. xix. 8. Others 
have supposed the steward to represent 
the Pharisees— h\xt then the parable should 
have been addressed to them, which it was 
not : and this view entirely fails in the ap- 
plication. was aocosed unto him : it 
is the same word in the original which 
generally represents false, or wrongful ac- 
cusation. This it was not here, but it was 


malicious : and the reason why the word has 
come so generally to signify ‘ wrongful ac- 
cusation,' is, that malicious charges are so 
frequently slanderous. The steward him- 
self does not deny it. The charge against 

him was not, that he had wasted (A. V.), 
but was wasting, his master’s goods. In 
this charge (spiritually) we may see the real 
guilt of every man who is entrusted with 
the goods of our Heavenly Father. We 
are all ‘scattering His goods.' If some 
one is to be found to answer to the ac- 
cusers, the analogy of ‘ the Accuser of the 
brethren ' is too striking to escape us. 

2. ] It makes very little difference either in 
admissibility of construction or of sense, 
whether we render, ‘ why do I hear this of 
thee ?' i. e. ‘ what is the ground of this 
report?— what occasion hast thou given 
for this being brought to me ?' or, ‘ What 
is this that I hear of thee ?' i. e. ‘ give 
some account of it.' I prefer rather the 
former, because no opportunity of expla- 
nation what it is, is given him, but he is 
commanded to produce his books, to shew 
how it has arisen. give up the ac- 
count of thy stewardship ; for (taking for 
granted the correctness of the report, the 
steward not denying it) thou wilt not he 
able to retain thy stewardship any longer, 
— in ordinary English, thou canst not, &c. 
The impossibility lies in the nature of 
things— i\iou art precluded from. 

The interpretation of this announcement 
to the steward, is the certainty, spoken by 
God in every one of our consciences, that 
we must give up, and give an account of, 
our stewardship at death. The great truth 
lies in the background, that that dismissal, 
death itself, is the consequence of the scat- 
tering His goods — ihenvages of sin. 

3. ] The steward sets before himself the 

certainty of poverty and misery. He has 
not by his waste of his lord's property been 
laying up any store for himself is 

not the point of the parable ; — he has lived 
softly and effeminately, and cannot do an 
honest day's work;— dig is used for all 
manual labours. This speech, of digging 
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am ashamed. ^ I am resolved what to do, that, when I 
am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into 
their houses. ^ So he called every one of P Jm lord’s 
debtors unto him, and said unto the first. How much owest 
thou T^to my lord ? ^ And he said. An hundred <1 mea- 

sures of oil. And he said unto him. Take thy bill, and 
sit down quickly, and write fifty. 7 Then said he to 
another. And how much owest thou ? And he said. An 
hundred ^ measures of wheat. And he said unto him. 

Take thy bill, and write fourscore. ^ And ^ the lord com- 
mended ® the unjust steward because he had done wisely ; 
for the ^ children of this world are ^ in their generation ^ ^ 
wiser than ^the * children of light. ^ And I say unto you, 5 

P render, his OWn. ^ see note. ^ render, his lord. 

® literally, the steward of unrighteousness. 

^ render, SOUS. render, for their OWn. 


and begging, must not be sought for in 
the interpretation ; it belongs to the truth 
of the ])arable itself, us introducing the 
scheme which follows, but has no ulte- 
rior meaning. 4.] I am resolved : 

implying, I have just arrived at the know- 
ledge,— an idea has just struck me,— I 
have a plan. they may receive me 
— viz. those who are about to be spoken 
of, the debtors. He has them in his mind. 

Observe, the aim of his scheme is 
that they may receive him into their 
houses , — give him shelter. This is made 
use of afterwards in the interpretation, for 
which see on ver. 9. 6.] It is more 

natural to suppose that these debtors had 
borrowed, i. e. not yet paid for these articles 
of food out of the stores of the rich man, 
than that they were contractors to the 
amounts specified. of his own lord, 
— shewing the unprincipled boldness of his 
])lan for saving himself ; as we express the 
same when we say, ‘he robbed his own 
father.' 6.] measures — this first time 
the word is baths, for liquids, as the ephah 
for solids. See Ezek. xlv. 10, 11, 14. 

Take thy bill] The steward, not yet out of 
office, has all the vouchers by him, and 
returns each debtor his own bond for him 
to alter the figure (not, to make another, 
which would imply the destruction of the 
old bond, not its return). sit down is 
graphic. quickly implies the hurry with 
which the furtive business is transacted. 
The debtors seem to be all together, that 
all may be implicated and none may tell of 
the other. 7.] measures— this second 
time the word is the corns, twelve Attic 


bushels, according to Josephus. There 
does not appear to be any designed mean- 
ing in the variation of the amount deducted. 
We may easily conceive a reason, if we will, 
in the different circumstances of the debtors. 

8. ] his lord— of course, the lord of 
the steward. The A. V. ought to have 
been thus expressed, and not “ the lord,^* 
and there would have been no ambiguity. 
He praised him, because he had acted 
shrewdly, cleverly for his own interest. 
The point brought out is not merely the 
shrewdness of the steward, but his'^ lord, 
whose injury was wrought by this very 
shrewdness, praising it : for, our Saviour 
adds, the sons of this world, — to which 
category both belonged — he who conceived 
and he who praised the shrewdness — are 
more shrewd (towards the purposes of) 
their own generation— for the purposes 
of their self-interest,— than the sons of 
light. But this very expression, “ their 
own generation,^' indicates that there is a 
better and a higher generation, the family 
of light (John xii. 36 : Rom. xiii. 12 : Eph. 
V. 8: 1 Thess. v. 5), whose interests re- 
quire a higher and better wisdom and 
foresight. It is hardly necessary to add 
that the discovery of the steward's trick 
by the master is essential to the parable, 
as exemplifying the wisely and wiser. 

9. J We now pass to the application 
at once — from the mouth of our Lord 
Himself. All that is dishonest and fur- 
tive in the character of the steward be- 
longed entirely to him as a son of this 
world: but even in this character there 
was a point to praise and imitate. And 
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^SSt^vi^io- yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighte- 

1 Tiin. ousness ; that when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations. that is faithful in that 

which is least is faithful also in much : and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore 
ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true riches~\ ? And 
if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 
man’s, who shall give you that which is your own? 
d Matt. Vi. 24. i3d]Vo servant can serve two masters: for either he will 


hate the one, and love 
the one, and despise the 

^ read, when it fails. 

* not expressed in the original, 

the dishonesty itself is not inserted without 
purpose — viz. to shew us how little the 
sons of this world scruple to use it, and 
how natural it is to them. Now, however, 
we stand on higher ground : to the pure, 
all things are pure .—in bringing up the 
example into the purer air which the 
children of light breathe, its grosser parts 
drop oft; and the finer only remain. 

Notice the emphasis, which ought always 
to be observed in reading, And I say unto 
you. It seems to recognize a necessary 
difference in the two situations: — "although 
you are children o9 the light and the day, 
and can do no such furtive acts, yet I say 

to YOU ’ This view will explain how 

we may make friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness, just as we can make an 
example for ourselves out of the steward of 
unrighteousness — that which is of itself 
of unrighteousness — which belongs to, is 
part of a system of, unrighteousness — 
which is the very root of all evils, the 
result, and the aptest concretion, of that 
system of mine and thine (see ch. xv- 12) 
which is itself the result of sin having 
entered into the world. And we are to 
use this mammon of unrighteousness to 
make ourselves, — not palaces, nor barns, 
nor estates, nor treasures, — hut friends; 
i.e. to bestow it on the poor and needy — 
(see ch. xii. 83, which is the most striking 
parallel to our text — "" when it fails,” with 
a treasure which shall not fail ”) that 
when it shall fail,— they, i.e. the friends 
— (compare the joy in lieaven ch. xv. 7, 10, 
and Baxter’s remark citetl there by Stier 
— ‘Is there joy in heaven at thy con- 
version, and will there be none at thy 
glorification ?’) may receive you into the 
(or their) everlasting tabernacles. See also 
ch. xiv. 13, 14. God repays in their 


the other ; or else he will hold to 
other. Ye cannot serve God and 
^ render, the everlasting. 

name. They receive us there with joy, if 
they are gone before us : they receive us 
there by making us partakers of their 
prayers, which ‘ move the Hand that moves 
the world,’ even during this life. Deeds 
then of charity and mercy are to be our 
spiritual shrewdness, by which we may 
turn to our account the unjust mammon, — 
providing ourselves with friends out of it ; 
— and the debtors are here perhaps to he 
taken in their literal, not parabolic sense — 
we are to lighten their burdens by timely 
relief— the only way in which a son of 
light can change the hiindred into fifty, 
or fourscore : see Isa. Iviii. 6 — 8. 

10 — 12.] Closely connected with the fore- 
going ; — the ‘ faithfulness in the least ’ is 
the same as the prudence and shrewdness 
just spoken of ; — in the case of the children 
of light they run up into one — who is the 
faithful and wise steward, ch. xii. 42 ; — 
the least is the unrighteous mammon, 
which is the same as that which is an- 
other man\s — the wealth of this present 
world, which is not the Christian’s own, 
nor his proper inheritance. The much, — 
the true [riches '], — that which is your 
own, is the true riches of God’s inherit • 
ance : of which the earth (see Matt. v. 5) 
forms a part, which God (implied in the 
who ? for there will be none to give it 
you if you be untrue during this state of 
probation; — He will not be your God) 
shall give to you. The wealth of this 
world is another man’s — forfeited by sin — 
only put into our hands to try us, and to 
be rendered an account of. 13.] See 
note on Matt. vi. 24. The connexion here 
is, — that we must, while put in trust with 
the unrighteous mammon, be serving not it, 
hut Gc^. The saying here applies ad- 
mirably to the Pharisees and Publicans : 
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mammon. And tlie Pharisees also, ® who were covetous, e Matt. nui. 

' 14 

heard all these things : and they derided him. }^q 

said uniJb them, Ye are they which ^justify yourselves 
before men; but ^^God knoweth your hearts: y/or ^ that grgamlxvi. 7 . 
whifih is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 
the sight of God. ^ The law and the prophets were until 
John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, 
and every man presseth into it. ^^^And it is easier *0, 27. 
for heaven and earth to pass, than one * tittle of the law Pety 

to fail. IS ^ Whosoever putteth away his wife and marrieth 
another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth 
her that is put away from ®-her husband committeth 
adultery. ^ There was a certain rich man, which was 

y render^ because. ^ see on Matt. v. 18. 

^ read, an. ^ render, NoW there. 

the former were, to outward appearance, occasion given, and close connexion with 
the servants of God, but inwarMy served the circumstances, and with what had 
Mammon j — the latter, hy ^profession in before been said. As early as Tertullian, 
the service of Mammon, were, by coming in the third century, it was remarked, 
to Jesus, shewing that they inwardly that an allusion was meant here to the 
served God. adultery of Herod Antipas with his brother 

14—31.] By occasion of the covet- Philipps wife, which the Pharisees had 
ous Phaeisees deeiding Him, oue tacitly sanctioned, thus allowing an open 
Loed speaks the paeable of the breach of that law which Christ came to 
EICH MAN AND Lazaeus. The Pha- fulfil. To this mention of Herod’s crime 
risees were not slow in perceiving that the until John gave relevance. Still the 
the scope of all these things was to place idea must not be t5o lightly assumed, 
this world’s goods, and all that the covet- Bleek’s remark is worth notice, that, had 
ous seek after, at a very low price. It such an allusion been intended, the last 
will be observed that the sayings which words of the verse would have been other- 
follow, are in reference to matters men- wise expressed. Antipas had not married 
tioned during the discourses, or arising a divorced woman, but abduced a married 
out of the character of the Pharisees as woman from her husband. See on 
commented on in them. 16.] See Matt. v. 32. 19 — 31.] Our Lord, in 

last note, end. justify yourselves this closing parable, grasps the whole 
before men — a contrast to I have sinned covetous and self-seeking character of the 
before thee,” ch. xv. 18 : and abomination Pharisees, shews them a case in which it is 
in the sight of Q-od, to “yoy in the presence carried to the utmost, by one who ‘ made 
of the angels of Ood,” ch. xv. 10. no friends ’ — with the unrighteous Mam- 

16.] See Matt. xi. 12 and note. The mon;— places in contrast with it a case 
connexion is, — ‘ Ye are they that justify of extreme destitution and poverty, — the 
yourselves before men; ye are no publi- very thing which the covetous most 
cans and sinners, — no poor and needy , — abhorred ; — and then passes over into the 
but righteous, and increased with this region beyond the grave, shewing them 
world^s goods, Bui, since John, a king- the contrast there also — and ending with 
dom has been preached, into which 'every a mysterious prophetic hint at the final 
one, publicans and sinners too (ch. xv. 1), rejection of the Kingdom of God and 
are pressing in. The true relation how- Himself by those for whom the law and 
ever of that kingdom to the law is not as prophets were insufficient to bring them 
ye suppose, to d^str^ the law (Matt. v. to repentance. And while it does not 
17), but to fulfil* 'Hien, as an example, appear that the covetousness of the Phari- 
our Lord reiterates the decision which He sees shewed itself in this particular way, 
had before given on a point much contro- our Lord here grasps the depravity by its 
verted among the Jews — the law of adul- root, which is, a godless and loveless self* 
tery. But this He does, not without seeing —mying in the heart, ‘There is 
VoL. 1. D D 
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clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day : and there was a certain beggar named 

Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the 
rich man’s table : moreover the dogs came and licke^ his 
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom : the rich 


no God* — and acting accordingly, 

Tlie explanation of particular points see 
below. 19.] Now connects this 

directly with what goes before ; being an 
answer, not imme^ately to thing 

said by the Pliarisoes, but to their scoffs 
at Him as if He had said, ' hear now 
a pardble* a certain rich man] 

Tertullian thought that Herod was meant, 
and by Lazarus John; and this view has 
been taken by others also : but surely with 
no probability. Our Lord might hint with 
stem rebuke at the present notorious 
crime of Herod, but can hardly be thought 
to have spoken thus of him. That the 
circumstances will in some measure apply 
to these two, is owing, as above in ch. xv., 
to the parable taking the general case, 
of which theirs was a particular instance. 
Others liave thought that the rich man 
sets forth the Jews and the poor man the 
Gentiles, In my view, the very name of 
the poor man (see below) is a sufficient 
answer to this. ' Observe, that this 
rich man is not accused of any flagrant 
crimes : — he lives, as the world would say, 
as became his means and station ; he does 
not oppress nor spoil other men : he is 
simply a son of this generation, in the 
highest form. purple and fine 

linen, the Tyrian costly purple — and the 
fine linen (for under clothing) from Egypt. 

20.] The significant name Lazarus 
and Eleazarus, the same as Eleazar, — and 
meaning, Qod is my help, should have 
prevented the expositors from imagining 
this to be a true history. Perhaps 

by this name our Lord may have intended 
to fill in the character of the poor man, 
which indeed must otherwise be under- 
stood to be that of one who feared God. 

He was, or had been— cast down, 
i. e. was placed there on purpose to get 
what he could of alms. his gate, 

see on Matt. xxvi. 69 : it was the portal, 
which led out of the vestibule into the 
c&wrt. 21.] It would seem that he 

did obtain this wish, and that the word 
dMiring, as woM fain in ch. xv. 16, 
must mean that he looked for it, will- 
ingly. took it. The moreover 

seems also to imply, that he got the 


crumbs : this verse relating the two 
points of contrast to the rich man : his 
only food, the crumbs, with which he 
longed to fill his Iwlly, but could not : — 
his only clothing; nakedness and sores, 
and instead of the boon companions of 
the rich man, none to pity him but the 
dogs, wdio licked — certainly in pity, not 
increasing his pain, as Bengel thinks, — 
his sores, as they do their own. Such 
was the state of the two in this world. 

22.] The burial of Lazarus is not 
mentioned, “on account of the neglect 
attending the burial of beggars,** as Eu- 
thymius. was carried by the 

angels] In the whole of this description, 
the following canon of interpretation may 
be safely laid down ; — Though it is un- 
natural to suppose that our Lord would 
in such a parable formally reveal any new 
truth respecting the state of the dead, — 
yet, in conforming himself to the ordinary 
language current on these subjects, it is 
impossible to suppose that He, whose es- 
sence is Truth, could have assumed as ex- 
isting any thing which does not exist. It 
would destroy the truth of our Lord’s say- 
ings, if we could conceive Him to have 
used popular language which did not 
point at truth. And accordingly, where 
such language was current, we find Him 
not adopting, but protesting against it : 
see Matt. xv. 6. The bearing of the 
spirits of the just into bliss by the holy 
angels is only analogous to their other 
employments : see Matt. xiii. 41 ; Heb. i. 
14. Abraham’s bosom] The above 

remark does not apply here— for this, as 
a form of speech among the Jews, was 
not even by themselves understood in 
its strict literal sense; and though the 
purposes of the parable require this, ver. 
23, no one would think of pressing it into 
a truth, but all would see in it the 
graphic filling up of a state which in 
itself is strictly actual. The expression 
Abraham’s bosom signified the happy side 
of Hades, where all the Fathers were 
conceived as resting in bliss. No pre- 
eminence is signified as in John xiii. 23 ; 
— all the blessed are spoken of as in 
Abraham’s bosom. See also John i. 18. 
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man also died, and was buried ; ^ and in ® hell be lift up 
bis eyes, being in torments, and seetb Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in bis bosom. ^ And be cried and said. 

Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
tbai be may dip the tip of bis finger in water, and cool 
my tongue ; for I am tormented in this flame. ^5 But 
Abraham said. Son, “remember that thou in thy lifetime mci1.vi.24. 
d receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things : but now he is ® comfortedy and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed : ^ so that they which would pass from hence to 

® literally, Hadiis. It is not the final place of torment. 

d Tender^ reccivedst in full. 

® read^ with all the ancient authorities, COmforted here. 

^ render, in order that. 


The death of the rich man last 
should be remarked ; Lazarus was taken 
soon from his sufterings j Dives was left 
longer, that he might have space to 
repent. and was buried] There can 

be no doubt that i\iQ funeral is mentioned 
as being congruous to his station in life, 
— and, as Trench observes, "in a sublime 
irony — implying that he bad all things 
properly cared for ; the purple and fine 
linen which he wore in life, not spared at 
his obsequies. 23. in Hades] Hades, 

in Hebrew Sheol, is the abode of all dis- 
embodied spirits till the resurrection ; not, 
the place of torment, — much less hell, as 
understood commonly, in the A. V. 
Lazarus was also in Sades, but separate 
from Dives ; one on the blissful, the other 
on the baleful side. It is the gates of 
Hades, the imprisonment of death, which 
shall not prevail against the Church (Matt, 
xvi. 18) ; — the Lord holds the key of 
Had^ (Rev. i. 18); — Himself went into 
the same Hades, of which Paradise is a 
part. in torments — not eternal con- 

demnation ; — for the judgment has not yet 
taken place; men can only be judged in 
the body, for the deeds done in the body : 
— but, the certainty and anticipation of it. 

he lift up Ms eyes, not necessarily 
to a higher place, though that may be 
meant. 24.] “The proud man of 

earth is the beggar in hell,'' Augustine. 
On Father Abraham see Matt. iii. 9. 
this flame, not subjective (i. e. con- 
fined to his own feeling) only, though 
perhaps mainly. But where lies the limit 
between inner and outer to the disem- 
bodied ? Hardened sinners have died cry- 
ing ‘Fire!’ — Did the fire leave them. 


when they left their bodies ? 

25.] The answer is solemn, calm, and 
fatherly ; — there is no mocking, as is found 
in the Koran under the same circum- 
stances; no grief, as is sometimes repre- 
sented affecting the blessed spirits for the 
lot of the lost. remember] Analogy 

gives us every reason to 8up]:)ose, that in 
the disembodied state the whole life on 
earth will lie before the soul in all its 
thoughts, words, anch deeds, like a map 
of the past journey before a traveller. 
That which he was to remember is not 
sufficiently expressed by * reccivedst,* A.Y. : 
— it is analogous to the word in Matt. vi. 
2, 5, 16, — and expresses the receipt in full, 
the exhaustion of all claim on. Those 

that were good things to thee, thy good 
things came to an end in thy lifetime : 
there are no more of them. What a 
weighty, precious word is this thy : were it 
not for it, De Wette and the like, who 
maintain that the only meaning of the 
parable is, ‘ Woe to the rich, hut blessed 
are the poor* would have found in this 
verse at least a specious defence for their 
view. evil things— not, his evil 

things, — for to him they were not so. 
comforted : see ch. vi. 24. 26.] Even 

if it were not so, — however, and for what- 
soever reason, God's decree hath placed 
thee there, — thy wish is impossible. 
a great gulf] In the interpretation, — the 
irresistible decree — then truly so, but no 
such on earth— hy which the Almighty 
Hand hath separated us and you, in order 
that, not merely so that, none may pass it. 
In the graphic description, a yawning 
chasm impassable. is fixed] for ever. 
Tliis expression precludes all idea that the 
2 
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you fir cannot ; neither can they pass to us, that would come 
from thence. ^7 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, 
father, that thou wouldest send him to my father^s house : 

for I have five brethren ; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham 
saith unto him. They have Moses and the prophets ; let 
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham : 
but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
31 And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses and the 
nJohnxiiAo, ppophets, "neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 

XVII. 1 ^ Then said he unto the disciples, *It is im- 
^ possible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, 
through whom they come ! ^ It were better for him that 

a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into 

fir render y may not be able : and that they may not. 

^ render, And he Said. 


following verse indicates the beginning of 
a better mind in the rich man. 

27.] This is the believing and tremhling 
of James ii. 19. His eyes are now open^ 
to the truth ; and no wonder that his 
natural sympathies are awaJeened for his 
brethren. That a lost spirit should 
feel and express sufh sympathy, is not to 
be wonder^ at; the misery of such will 
be very much heightened by the awakened 
and active state of those higher faculties 
and feelings which selfishness and the 
body kept down here. 29.] “ Faith 

is hy hearing, and hearing hy the word of 
Christ,*^ Rom. x. 17. ‘‘We are saved by 
faithful hearing, not by apparitions.” Ben- 
gel. This verse furnishes a weighty tes- 
timony from our Lord Himself of the suf- 
ficiency then of the O. T. Scriptures for 
the salvation of the Jews. It is not so now. 

80, 31.] Nay —not, ‘ they tvill not 
hear them he could not tell that, and 
besides, it would have taken away much of 
the ground of the answer of Abraham : — 
the word deprecates leaving their salvation 
in such uncertainty, as the chance of their 
hearing Moses and the prophets seems to 
him to imply. — ‘ Leave it not so, when it 
might he at once and for ever done hy send- 
ing them one from the dead* Abra- 
ham's answer, besides opening to us a 
depth in the human heart, has a plain ap- 
plication to the Pharisees, to whom the 
parable was spoken. They would not hear 
Moses and the Prophets : — Christ rose from 
the deikd, but He did not go to them 
this verse is not so worded, ‘ they would 


have rejected Him, had He done so;' — 
the fact merely is here supposed, and that 
in the very phrase which so often belongs 
to His own resurrection. They were not 
persuaded — did not believe, though One 
rose from the dead. To deny altogether 
this allusion, is to rest contented with 
merely the surface of the parable. 
Observe, Abraham does not say, ‘ they will 
not repent ' — but, ‘ they will not helieve, he 
persuaded ;' which is another and a deeper 
thing. Luther does not seem to con- 
clude rightly, that this disproves the pos- 
sibility of appearances of the dead. It 
only says, that such appearances will not 
bring about faith in the human soul ; but 
that they may not serve other ends in 
God’s dealings with men, it does not 
assert. There is no gulf between the 
earth and Hades ; and the very form of 
Abraham’s answer, setting forth no impos- 
sibility in this second case, as in the 
fonner, would seem to imply its possi- 
bility, if requisite. We can hardly pass 
over the identity of the name Lazaeus 
with that of Him who actually was re- 
called from the dead, but whose retuni, 
far from persuading the Pharisees, was 
the immediate exciting cause of their 
crowning act of unbelief. 

Chap. XVII. 1 — 10.] Fuethee dis- 
courses. The discourse appears to pro- 
ceed onward from the foregoing. 

1.] The words were perhaps spoken owing 
to some offence which had happened ; — the 
departure of the Pharisees in disgust, or 
some point in their conduct ; such as the 
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the sea, than that he should offend one of these Kttle ones, 
s Take heed to yourselves: ^If thy brother bMatt.xvm. 

\y-agaim% thee]y ® rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive cLeV.xix. 17 . 
him. ^ And if he ^ trespass against thee seven times in a 
day^ and seven times \}in a day] turn again to thee, 
saying, I repent ; thou shalt forgive him. ^ And the 
apostles said unto the Lord, ^Increase our faith. ® ^ And ^ 
the Lord said. If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this ^sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up 
by the root, and be thou planted in the sea ; and it should 
obey you. 7 But which of you, having a servant plowing 
or feeding cattle, will say unto him ® by and by, when he is 
come from the field. Go and sit down to meat ? ® And 

will not rather say unto him. Make ready wherewith I 
may sup, and gird thyself, ® and serve me, till I have eaten e ch. xii. 37 . 
and drunken ; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink ? 

9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things 

^ render^ sin. ^ omity with nearly all the oldest authorities, 

^ omit, ^ better y because literally y Add untO US faith. 

^ render y mulberry. ® see note. 

previous chapter alluded to. 2.] See tree is not very common in Palestine, but 

Matt, xviii. 6, 7, and notes. these still found there. It must not be con- 

little ones] Perhaps the publicans and founded with the sycomore, ch. xix. 4, 
sinners of ch. xv. 1 ; perhaps also, re- which is the Egyptian lig. note there, 
peated with reference to what took place, 7 — 10.] The connexion is, — * Ye are 

Matt. 1. c. 8, 4.] See on Matt, servants of your Master; and therefore 

xviii. 15, 21, 22. The take heed to endurance is required of you, — faith and 

yourselves here is to warn them not to be trust to endure out your day’s work be- 
too readily dismayed at offences, nor to fore you enter into your rest. Your 
meet them in a brother with an unfor- Master will enter into His, but your time 
giving spirit. rebuke him] “ Love will not yet come ; and all the service 

begins with speaking truth,” Stier : — who which you can meanwhile do Him, is but 
remarks, that in the Church, as in the that which is your bounden duty to do, — 
world, the love of many waxing cold, — seeing that your body, soul, and spirit are 
not being strong or warm enough for this His.’ 7.] by and by (literally, imme- 
rebuke y—\& the cause why offences abound, diately^ in the A. V. is wrongly joined 
6.] ^ Increase our faith, of the with will say unto him : it corresponds to 
A. V., is not exact ; Add unto us, i.e. give “ afterward'^ in ver. 8, and must be joined 
us more faith, is more literal and simpler, with go and sit down. 8.] till I 

This is the only example in the Gospels have eaten and drunken : see ch. xii. B7, 
in which the Apostles are marked out as where a different assurance seems to be 
requesting or saying any thing to the Lord, given. But our Lord is here speaking of 
They are amazed at the greatness of the what we in our state of service are to 
faith which is to overcome and for- expect; there, of what, in our state of 

give sins as in vv. 3, 4 : — and pray that more freedom, reward, and adoption, the won- 
faith may be added to them. 6.] See ders of Sis gretee will confer on us. Here 
on Matt. (xvii. 20) xxi. 21. On this occasion the question is of right : there, of favour. 
some particular tree of the sort was close 9.] Our Lord is not laying down 

at hand, and furnished the instance, just rules for the behaviour of an earthly 
as the Mount of Transfiguration in the master to his servants, — but (see above) 
former of those passages, and the Mount is speaking of the rightfid state of relation 
of Olives in the latter. The mulberry between us, and Him whose we are, and 
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that were commanded him ? [®/ trow not^ So likewise 
ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are 
fjobrti.8: commanded you, say. We are ^ unprofitable servants : we 
MatrMv.8o.lLave done that which was our duty to do. 

EoTO.iii.i 2 : Yi came to pass, ^as he went to Jerusalem, that 

"^passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 

And as he ^ entered into a certain village, there met him 
hLev.xiii.46. ten men that were lepers, ^ which stood afar oflf : and 
they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto 
iLev.xiiy :^ them, ^Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came 
vm.4. ch.v. gg wcut, they wcre cleansed. And 

one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, ^ and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down 
on his face at his feet, giving him thanks : and he was a 
Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, ® Were there not 


® omitted hy several ancient authorities, P render, WaS passing. 

^ render, was entering, 
r render, glorif 3 dng God with a loud voice. 

8 render. Were not the ten cleansed? 


whom we serve. 10.] This shews the 

sense of the parable, as applying to our 
own thoughts of ourselves, and the im- 
possibility of any clatm for our services to 
God. In Horn. vi. 23 (see also the 

foregoing verses) we have the true ground 
on which we look for eternal life set 
before us ; — viz. as the gift of God whose 
servants we are , — not the wages, as in the 
case of sin, whose we are not. In the case 
of men this is different ; a good servant is 
profitable” (Philem. 11), not useless. 
See Acts xvii. 25. The case supposed 

introduces an argument k fortiori, i. e. 
from the stronger to the weaker ; ‘ how 
much more, when ye have failed in so 
many respects! ‘Wretched is he, whom 
the Lord calls an unprofitable servant : 
happy, he who calls himself so.^ Bengel. 

Thus closes the series of discourses 
which began with ch. xv. 1. 

11 — ^19.J HEALINa OP TEN LEPEES. It 
does not appear to what part of the last 
journey this is to be referred. There is no 
reason for supposing it to have been sub- 
sequent to what has juet been related : — 
this is not implied. It may have been at 
the very beginning of the journey. From 
the circumstance that these lepers were a 
mixed company of Jews and Samaritans, 
the words rendered through the midst of 
Samaria and Qaliloe, probably mean 'be- 


tween Samaria and Galilee,’ on the fron- 
tiers of both. This seems to be parallel 
with Matt. xix. 1. The journey mentioned 
there would lead Him hettoeen Samaria 
and Galilee. 12.] afar off ; see Levit. 
xiii. 46 : Num. v. 2. Their misery had 
broken down the national distinction, and 
united them in one company. On the 
nature of leprosy and its significance, see 
on Matt. viii. 2. 14.] One of our 

Lord’s first miracles had been the healing 
of a leper ; then he touched him and said, 
‘ Be thou clean now He sinks as it were 
the healing, and keeps it in the back- 
ground ; — and why so ? There may have 
been reasons unknown to us ; but one we 
can plainly see, and that is, to bring out 
for the Church the lesson which the his- 
tory yields. In their going away, in the 
absence of Jesus, they are healed : what 
need to go back and give Him thanks ? 
Here was a trial of their love ; faith they 
had, enough to go, and enough to be 
cleansed: but love (with the one excep- 
tion) — gratitude, they had not. 
shew yourselves] See note on Matt. viii. 4. 

as they went] The meaning evi- 
dently is, that they had not gone far, and 
that the whole took place within a short 
time. They had not been to the priests, 
as some suppose. 16.] The words here 
set before us something immediate, and. 
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ten cleansed ? but where are the nine ? There t are not 
found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger* ^ And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way : 
thy faith hath made thee whole. 

2^»And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and 
said. The kingdom of God cometh not with observation : 

211 neither ^j^^ll they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, iver.cs. 
behold, the kingdom of God is you, 22 mjohni. 2 ». 

said unto the disciples, ° The days will come, when ye shall ” 
desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye 
sbaU not see it. 23 ©And they shall say to you, ^ See here ; 
or, see there : go not after them, nor follow them. 24 p p Matt. ixi?. 

^ render ^ were not found. render, among you. 

^ it is the same word as that rendered lo in rer, 21. 


I should be inclined to think, witnessed by 
the narrator. 18. Uiis stranger] 

literally, this foreigner by birth. The 
Samaritans were Gentiles i — not a mixed 
race, as is sometimes erroneously sup- 
posed. They had a mixed religion, but 
were themselves orip:inally from other 
countries ; see 2 Kings xvii. 24—41. There 
may have been a reason for the nine Jews 
not returning, — that they held the cere- 
monial duty imposed on them to be para- 
mount, which the Samaritan might not 
rate so highly. That he was going to 
Mount Gerizim does not appear : from his 
being found with Jews, he probably would 
act as a Jew. 19.] hath made thee 

whole — in a higher sense than the mere 
cleansing of his leprosy — theirs was merely 
the beholding of the brazen serpent wdth 
the outward eyes, — but his, with the eye 
of inward faith ; and this faith saved him ; — 
not only healed his body, but his soul. 

20 — 37.] Prophetic answer to the 
Pharisees. In this discourse we have 
several sayings which our Lord afterwards 
repeated in His last prophetic discourse to 
the four apostles on Mount Olivet; but 
much also which is peculiar to Luke, and 
most precious. 20.] The question 

certainly is asked by the Hiarisees, as all 
their questions were asked, with no good 
end in view : to entangle our Lord, or 
draw from Him some direct announcement 
which might be matter of accusation. 

wiQi (accompanied with) anticipa- 
tion, or observation. The cognate verb 
is used ch. xiv. 1 of the Pharisees ‘ watch- 
ing' Jesus. 21.] Its coming shall be 

BO gradual and unobserved, that none 
during its waxing onward Bhall be able to 


point here or there for a proof of its 
coming, — for behold the kingdom of God 
is (already) among yon. The misunder- 
standing wdiich rendered these words ‘ with- 
in you/ meaning this in a spiritual sense, 
*in your hearts/ should have been pre- 
vented by reflecting that they are addressed 
to t\\Q Pharisees, in whose hearts it certainly 
was not. Nor could the expression in tliis 
connexion well bear this s])iritual meaning 
'potentially — i. e., is in its nature, within 
your hearts. The wf)rds are too express 
and emphatic for this. The kingdom of 
God was begun among them, and continues 
thus making its way in the world, without 
observation of men ; so that whenever men 
can say ‘ lo here ! or, lo there !’ — whenever 
great ‘ revivals' or triumphs of the faith' 
can be pointed to, they stand self-con- 
demned as not belonging to that Mngdom, 
Thus we see that every such marked event 
in the history of the Church is by God's 
own hand as it were blotted and marred, 
so as not to deceive us into thinking that 
the kingdom has come. So it was at the 
Pentecostal era so at that of Constan- 
tine; — so at the Reformation. The 

meaning ‘ among you,' includes of course 
the deeper and personal one * wdthin each 
of you,' but the two cannot be interchanged 
the one for the other. 22.] This say- 
ing is taJeen up from the last verse. — * JBie 
is among you, who is the Bridegroom, — the 
Son of Man /—duYmg whose presence ye 
cannot mourn, but when He shall be taken 
from you, you shall wish in vain for one of 
these days of His presence. 23. And 
they shall say to yon] ‘ Ye shall not see 
one of those days therefore do not run 
after false reports of My coming.' A warn- 
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as the Kghtning, that lighteneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven ; so shall 
also the Son of man be in his day. 25 qg^t first must 
1^83. ch.ix. QTjLffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 

26 ^ And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be alsp in 
the days of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, 
s Gen. xix. dcstroycd them all. 28 s Likewise also as it was in the 

days of Lot ; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
t^n.xix. 16 , sold, they planted, they builded ; 29 ^^it ‘the same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall 
u 2 These. i. 7 . bc in the day when the Son of man “is revealed. In 

X that day, he ^ which shall be upon the housetop, and his 

stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away : 
and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. 
^2 y Remember Lot’s wife. ^Whosoever ^ shall seek to 
iiiA save his life shall lose it ; and whosoever ^ shall lose * his 
y preserve it. 34 a j ^ night there 

iThe88.iv. \_^the'] one shall be taken, 

and the other shall be left. Two women shall be grind- 
ing together ; [* the'] one shall be taken, and the other 

^ render, shaU have sought. ^ render, shall have lost. 

* read, it. y render, quicken. * omit. 


ing to all so-called expositors, and followers 
of expositors, of prophecy, who cry ** see 
here** and see there** every time that 
war breaks out, or revolutions occur. 

See on these verses, 23, 24, Matt. xxiv. 
23 — 27 and notes. 25 — 30.] The 
events which must 'precede the coming: 
and (1) ver. 25, as regards the Lord Sim- 
self, — His sufferings and rejection, pri- 
marily by this generation, — but in im- 
plication, by the world ; — and (2) vv. 26 — 
30, which unfold this implication as re- 
gards the whole world, which shall be in 
its state of carelessness and sensuality at 
that time ; — see notes on Matt. xxiv. 
37 — 89. The example of the dags of Lot 
is added here, — and thereby the sanction 
of the Lord of Truth given to another 
part of the sacred record, on which modem 
scepticism has laid its unhallowed hands. 

31.] refers immediately to the ex- 
ample of Sodom just related. In Matt, 
xxiv. 16 — 18, it finds its place by a refer- 
ence to the destruction of Jerusalem, see 
there. 82.] A solemn caution is here 


added, binding the warning to the exam- 
ple before, — let him not return back — 
remember her who did. 33.] See on 

Matt. X. 39, and ch. ix. 24. In connexion 
here, it leads the way to vv. 34, 35. 
whosoever shall have sought, i. e. ^ during 
his preceding life,’ — shall lose it then: 
whosoever shall have lost it, by self-sacri- 
fice, during this life, shaU quicken it then. 

sh^l quicken it] “ The verb in the 
original is an expressive word, derived 
from animal parturition, bringing forth to 
air and life what was before concealed in 
the womb. That day shall come as the 
pains of labour on a woman in travail 
(Matt. xxiv. 8) ; but to the saints of God 
it shall be the birth of the soul and body 
to life and glory everlasting.” Wordsw. 

34 — 36.] See on Matt. xxiv. 40, 41. 
Here, there are two references : (1) to the 
servants of the Lord in the midst of the 
world out of which they shall be sepa- 
rated : (2) to the separation of the faith- 
frd and unfaithful among themselves. 

34.] indicates a closer relationship than 
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left. [*®® Two men shall be in the field; the one shall he 
taken, and the other 16/1.1 *7 And they answered and said 

unto him! ’’Where, Lord? And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body is, ^ thither will the eagles be 
gathered together. 

XVIII. ^ And he spake a parable unto them to this 
end, that men ought * always to pray, and not to faint ; 

^ saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not 
God, neither regarded man: ^ and there was a widow in iThess.^.i?. 
that city ; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of 
mine adversary. ^ And he would not for a while : but 
afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, 

^ omitted in most of the ancient authorities. It was probably inserted here from 


Matt. xxiv. 40. 

^ render and read, there will also. 

that of mere fellow -workmen, and sets 
forth the division of even families in that 
day. 37.] Where, Lord ? i. e. where 
shall this happen 1 The disciples know 
not the universality of this which our Lord 
is announcing to them, and which His 
dark and awful saying proclaims ; see note 
on it, Matt. xxiv. 28. Observe, there 
is not a word, except so far as the greater 
coming includes the lesser, in all this, of 
the destruction of Jerusalem. The ftiture 
coming of the Lord is the only subject: 
and thus it is an entirely distinct discourse 
from that in Matt, xxiv., or in our ch. xxi. 
Chap. XVI II. 1—8.] The unjust 
JUDGE. This parable, though not per- 
haps spoken in immediate unbroken se- 
quence after the last discourse, evidently 
arose out of it : — perhaps w’as the fruit of 
a conversation with the disciples about 
the day of His coming and the mind with 
which they must expect it. For observe, 
that in its direct application it is eccle- 
siastical; and not individual, but by a 
legitimate accommodation. The widow is 
the Church; the judge, her God and 
Father in heaven. The argument, as in 
the parable of the steward of injustice (so 
literally), so in this of the judge of injus- 
tice (so literally), is “ a fortiori, from the 
stronger to the weaker ‘If such be the 
power of earnest entreaty, that it can win 
right even from a man sunk in selfishness 
and fearing neither God nor men, how 
much more will the right be done by the 
just and holy God in answer to the con- 
tinued prayers of his elect ;* even though, 
when this very right is asserted in the 
world by the coming of the Son of Mft», 


He may hardly find among his people the 
power to believe it — though few of them 
will have shewn this unweariedness of en- 
treaty which the poor widow shewed. 

1. always] See 1 Thess. v. 17. 

The mind of prayer, rather than, though 
of course including, the outward act, is 
here intended. The earnest desire of the 
heart, is prayer. to faint; — to lan- 
guish, — to give up through the weight 
of overpowering evil. • 2.] See Deut. 

xvi. 18 and Matt. v. 21, 22. 

3.] Avenge me of ... or perhaps, deli- 
ver me from — the justice of her cause 
being presupposed — this adversary being 
her oppressor on account of her defence- 
less situation, and she wanting a sen- 
tence from the judge to stop his practices. 

4.] The point of this part of the 
parable is, the extortion of right from 
such a man by importunity. Sis act was 
not an act of justice, but of injustice ; his 
very avenging was injustice, because he 
did it from self-regard and not from a 
sense of duty. He, like the steward above, 
was a man of injustice, — belonging tOt 
being of, the iniquity which prevails in 
the world. 6.] The word rendered 

weary is a remarkable one. It properly 
signifies to smite in the lace;— and pro- 
verbially (see reff.), to mortify or inces- 
santly annoy. It is the same verb as that 
in 1 Cor. ix. 27 rendered **keep under.** 
Meyer interprets it literally — ‘ lest at last 
she should become desperate, and come and 
strike me in the face* It has been ob- 
served that the Apostles acted from this 
very motive when they besought the Lord 
to send away the Syrophoenician woman, — 
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bch.xi.8. nor regard man ; ^ ^yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I will avenge her, lest ® hy her continual coming she ^ weary 
me. 6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjhst judge 
0 Rev. Vi. 10. saith. 7 And ® shall not God avenge his [_^ own'] elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, ^ though he bean long 
^ 1 tell you ^ that he will avenge them speedily. 

®* Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find 

fir faith on the earth ? ^ ^ And he spake this parable unto 

certain tchich ^trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others : Two men went up into the temple 
to pray ; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 
I thank thee, that I am not as 1 other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this pubKcan. i^ I fast 


® render, coming for ever. ^ see note. 

® omit : not expressed in the original. 

^ render and read, and he is long-suffering over them. 

P or, the faith. 

^ better, as in the original, And he Spake also unto Certain which 


trust in themselves that they are 
parable. 

‘ for she cried after them.* Matt. xv. 23. 

6. the unjust judge] literally (see 
above) the judge of injustice — i. e. who 
was of, belonged to, the unrighteousness 
which is in the world. 7.] The poor 
widow in this case (the forsaken Church, 
contending with her adversary the devil, 
1 Pet. V. 8) has this additional claim, in 
which the right of her cause consists, — 
that she is the Elect of God, — His Be- 
loved. day and night] This answers 

to the always in ver. 1, but is an anmli- 
fication of it. and he is long-suffer- 
ing over them] or, and He delays 

his vengeance in their case and He, in 
their case, is long-suffering, i. e. He is 
long-suffering to those w^ho oppress them : 
which though it is merciful to the op- 
pressors, yet may l>e taken in the light of 
a hardship to the oppressed. 8. Never- 
theless . . . .] This can hardly be, as Meyer 
interprets it, that the painfhl thought sud- 
denly occurs to the Lord, how many there 
will be even at His coming who will not 
have received Him as the Messiali : for 
the faith, though it includes ‘ faith * gene- 
rally, is yet here, strictly speaking, faith in 
reference to the object of the parable — 
faith which has endured in prayer without 
fainting. Or the meaning may be general ; 
the faith in Him, who is the hearer and 
answerer of prayer. 


righteous and despise others, this 
^ render, the rest of men. 

9 — 14 .] The Pharisee and the Pub- 
lican. This parable is spoken not to the 
Pharisees, for our Lord would not in their 
presence have chosen a Pharisee as an ex- 
ample; nor concerning the Pharisees, for 
then it would have been no parable — but 
to the people, and with reference to some 
among them (then and always), certain, 
who trust in themselves that they are 
righteous, and despise other men. The 
parable describes an every-day occurrence : 
the parabolic character is given by the con- 
currence and grouping of the two, and by 
the fact that each of these represents psy- 
chologically a class of persons. 10 , 11 .] 
The Pharisee stood (in the ordinary place) 
and prayed thus with himself -.—such 
a prayer he would not dare to put up 
aloud. The Church has admirably fitted 
to this parable the declaration of thank- 
folness in 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10 (the two be- 
ing the Epistle and Gospel for the Ele- 
venth Sunday after Trinity), also made 
by a Pharisee, and also on the ground 
*that he was not as other men:* — but 
how different in its whole spirit and 
effect! There, in the deepest humility, 
he asenbes it to the grace of God that he 
laboured more abundantly than they all ; — 
yet not I, but the grace of God that was 
with me. 12. 1 fast twice in the 
week] This was a volmta/ry fast, on the 
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twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I j possess. 

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so 
much as Ifls eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner, I tell you, this 
man »went down to his house justified rather than the 
other : ^ for every •one that exalteth himself shall be f Job xxil. 20- 
abased ; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

13 And they brought unto him also ^infants, that he 
^ would touch them : but when his disciples saw it, they 
rebuked them, i® But Jesus called ^ them unto him, and 
said. Suffer ® little children to come unto me, and forbid 


j render, acquire. 

1 letter^ the (or, their) infants. 
render^ for perfipicuity y the infants. 


^ literally, the sinner. 

^ render, might. 

® render, the little children. 


Mondays and Thursdays ; the only pre- 
scribed fast in the year being the great 
day of atonement, see Levit. xvi. 29 : Num. 
xxix. 7. So that he is boasting of his 
works of supererogation. I give tithes 
of all] Here again, the law perhaps (but 
compare Abraham’s practice, Gen. xiv. 20 ; 
and Jacob’s, Gen. xxviii. 22) only required 
tithe of the fruit of the field and the pro- 
duce of the cattle : see on Matt, xxiii. 23. 

Not all that I possess', which is an in- 
correct rendering : hut of all that I ac- 
quire; —of all my increase; see Deut. xiv. 
22. His speech shews admirably what his 
trusting in himself was. 13.] afar off 
— far from the Pharisee; — a contrast in 
spirit to the other’s thanks that he was 
not as other men, is furnished by the poor 
Publican in his humility acknowledging 
this by an act. would not lift up so 

much as his eyes unto heaven—another 
contrast, — for we must here suppose that 
the Pharisee prayed with all significance 
of gesture, with eyes and hands uplifted 
(see Matt. vi. 5). There is a slight but 
true difference also in the original, in the 
word rendered stood of the Pharisee — 
‘ being put in position’ (answering to ‘ being 
seated’ of the other usual posture) and 
standing of the publican, — coming in 
merely and remaining, in no studied place 
or posture. smote upon his breast] 
See ch. xxiii. 48, “for son’ow of mind. 
Where the pain is, there is the hand.” 
Bengel. The original is, to me the sinner. 
But probably the article is only generic, 
pointing him out as one of a class. It seems 
to me that any emphatic comparison here 
would somewhat detract from the solem- 
nity and simplicity of the prayer. The de- 
finite article rather implies, not comparison 


with others, but intense self-abasement : 
“ sinner that 1 am.” Nor are we to find 
any doctrinal meanings in the word be 
merciful (or, be propitiated). We know 
of one only way, in which the prayer 
could be accomplished : but the words here 
have no reference to that, nor could they 
have. 14.] The sense is, One re- 

turned home in the sight of God with 
his prayer answered, and that prayer had 
grasped the true object of prayer, — the 
forgiveness of sins (so that justified is in 
the usual sense of the Epistles of St. Paul, 
justified before God — see reff.), the other 
prayed not for it, and obtained it not. 
Therefore he who would seek justification 
before God must seek it by humility and 
not by self-righteousness. every one 

that exalteth himself has been illustrated 
in the demeanour of the Pharisee ; — shall 
be abased, in his failure to obtain justifica- 
tion from God : — he that humbleth him- 
self, in that of the Publican; — shall be 
exalted, in his obtaining the answer to his 
prayer, which was this justification. Thus 
the particular instance is bound up with 
the general truth. 

1^17.] Little children brought 
TO Christ. Here the narrative of St. Luke 
again falls in with those of St. Matthew and 
St. Mark, after a divergence of nearly nine 
chapters, see note on ch. ix. 51. — Matt, 
xix. 13—15 : Mark x. 13—16. The nar- 
rative part of our text is distinct from 
the two ; the words of our Lord are ver- 
batim as Mark; see notes on Matthew. 
The place and time indicated here are the 
same as before, from ch. xvii. 11. 

15.] also their infants; not the people 
came only, but also brought their chUdren. 
Or, the article may be merely generic, as 
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fficor.xiv. 2 o. them not : for * of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Verily 
I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. 

1® And a certain ruler asked him, saying. Good Master, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life ? And Jesusrsaid 
unto him, Why callest thou me goodf none is good, save 
one, that is, God. Thou knowest the commandments, 
11®^ commit adultery, Do not kill. Do not steal. Do 
16-20. Rom. witness, * Honour thy father and thy mother. 

Col.' Sib. 21 And he said. All these have I kept from my youth up. 
22 Now when Jesus heard \y these things'], he said unto 
him. Yet lackest thou one thing : ^ sell all that thou hast, 
and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven : and come, follow me. 23 ^^d when he heard 
this, he was very sorrowful : for he was very rich, 24 
when Jesus ^ saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, 
How hardly ^ shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God ! 25 Por it is easier for a camel to go 

through a needless eye, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. 26 they that heard it said, 
Who then can be saved? 27 And he said, ’The things 
ch.i.87. which are impossible with men are possible with God. 
28 The^ Peter said, Lo, we have left ® all, and followed 
thee. 29 And he said xmto them. Verily I say unto you. 
There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or 
brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s 
in jo‘jxiii.10. gate, som^to shall not receive manifold more in this 
present time, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto 
them. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and aU things that 
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man 
?cte¥i8. shall be accomplished. For "he shall be delivered 

P omit, ^ some ancient authorities read merely, saW him. 

^ some ancient authorities read, do they that have riches enter. 

* the most ancient authorities read, OUT OWn [possessions]. 

in A. V. The word used by St. Luke 31—34.] Fuller declaration of his 
Joints out more distinctly the tender age of sufferings and death. Matt. xx. 17 
the children than that in Matthew and Mark. — 19. Mark x. 32 — 34. The narrative of 
18 — 30.] Question of a rich ruler ; the journey now passes to the last section 
OUR Lord's answer, and discourse of it , — the going up to Jerusalem, pro- 
THERBUPON. Matt. xix. 16—30. Mark x. perly so called : that which in Matthew 
17 — 31. The only addition in our narra- and Mark forms the whole journey. We 
tive is that the young man was a ruler, — know from John xi. 64 that this journey 
perhaps of the synagogue : see notes on took place from Ephraim, a city near the 
Matthew and Mark. desert. 32.] The betrayal is omitted 
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unto tlie Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully 
entreated, and spitted on : and they shall scourge him, 
and put liim to death : and the third day he shall rise 
again. ° And. they understood none of these things : o Mark 82. 
and ♦this saying was hid from them, neither knew they 
the things which were spoken. 

35 And it came to pass, that as he was t come nigh unto 
Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging : 

35 and hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it 
meant. 37 And they told him, that Jesus of Xazareth 
passeth by. 38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me. 39 And they which went 
before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace : but he 
cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy 
on me. ^ And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be 
brought unto him : and when he was come near, he asked 
him, saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee ? 

And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight. And 
Jesus said unto him, Eeceive thy sight: ^thy faith hath p 
^ saved thee. ^ And immediately he received his sight, 
and followed him, ^ glorifying God : and all the people, ^ : 

when they saw it, gave praise unto God. • 

XIX. ^ And ® Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 

2 And behold, there was'] a man named Zacchaeus, 

t render, COmillg. 

^ or, made thee whole : it is the same word as in Matt. ix. 22 : Marie v. 34 ; 
X. 52 : chaf. xvii. 19. ^ render, he. ^ not in the original. 


here, which is unaccountable if St. Luke 
saw St. Matthew’s account, as also the 
omission of the crucifying, this being the 
first announcement of it; see a similar 
omission in ch. ix. 45. 84,1 Peculiar 

to Luke. none of these things— i. e. 

neither the Sufferings nor the Resurrection. 
All was as yet hidden from them, and it 
seems not to have been till very shortly 
before the event itself that they had any 
real expectation of its happening. 

36 _ 43 .] Healinu op a blind man 

AT THE ENTEANCE INTO JeEICHO. Matt. 
XX. 29 — 34. Mark x. 46—52, where see 
notes. I have on Matthew spoken of 
the discrepancy of his narrative from the 
two others. The supposition that they 
were two miracles is perfectly monstrous ; 
and would at once destroy the credit of 
St. Matthew as a truthful narrator. If 
further proof of their identity were want- 
ing to any one, we might find it in the 


fact that so many expressions are common 
to Mark and Luke : compare the wording 
of the two accounts. In Matthew of 
course they are in the plural, as he has 
two blind men. 39.] they which 

went before : in Matthew, “ the multitude 
in Mark, ^'many'^ 43.] Peculiar 

(except followed him, which all three re- 
late) to St. Luke; — his usual way of termi- 
nating such narrations, as it certainly was 
the result of such a miracle — see ch. xiii. 
17 ; ix. 43 ; v. 26. He, of the three evan- 
gelists, takes most notice of the glory 
given to God on account of the miraculous 
acts of the Lord Jesus. 

Chap. XIX. 1—10.] Zacch.®us the 
PUBLICAN. Peculiar to St. Luke, and indi- 
cating that though in the main his narra- 
tive is coincident with, yet it is wholly 
independent of those of St. Matthew and 
St. Mark. 2.] Zacchmos signifies in 

Hebrew, ‘pure the name occurs in Ezra 
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® which was the chief among the publicans, and he was 
rich. 3 I10 sought to see Jesus who he was; and 

could not for the ^ press, because he was little Of stature. 
^ And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree 
to see him : for he was to pass that way. ^ And ^when 
Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and 
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down ; 
for to day I must abide at thy house. ® And he made 
haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And 
a Matt. ji. 11. when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, ^That he 
was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. ® And 
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord ; Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor ; and if I have 
jLWxxii.i. “tak®^ any thing from any man by ^ false accusation, *^1 
JKixu.e; restore him fourfold. ® And Jesus said unto him. This 
day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is 

d cli. xlii. 10. PAT n 

e [Matt. xviu. d Qf Abraham. ® For the Son of man is come to seek 

® literally, and he was. ^ render, multitude. 


ii. 9 ; Neh. vii. 14. He was not a Gentile, 
as TertuUian supposed, but a Jew, see 
ver. 9. chief among the publicans] 
Probably an administrator of the revenue 
derived frofti haham, which was produced 
in abundance in the neighbourhood. 

4. a sycomore treer] not what we know 
by that name, but the Egyptian fig, a tree 
like the mulberry in appearance, size, and 
foliage, but belonging generically to the 
fig-trees. It grows to a great size and 
height. See on ch. xvii. 6, 6.] The 

prohahility is, that our Lord's supernatural 
knowledge of man (see John i. 48 — 50) is 
intended to be understood as the means of 
his knowing Zacchieus : but the narrative 
does not absolutely exclude the supposition 
of a personal knowledge of Zacchseus on the 
part of some around Him. But of what 
possible import can such a question be, 
when the narrative plainly shews us that 
Jesus saw into his heart 1 Cannot He 
who knows the thoughts, call by the name 
also ? abide, probably over the night. 

See John i. 40. I must— perhaps it 

is my purpose, or even more, there is 
necessity that 1 should ; for especially in 
these last days of our Lord's ministry, 
every event is fixed and determined by a 
divine plan. 7 .] The murraurers are 
Jews who were accompanying Him to 
Jerusalem, on the road to which Zacchaeus's 
house lay (see ver. 1). with a man 
that is a ainner] His profession in life, 
and perhaps an unprincipled exercise of his 


power in it, had earned him this name with 
his fellow-countrymen. Compare his con- 
fession in the next verse. 8 .] This 

need not have taken place in the morning ; 
much more probably it was immediately 
on our Lord’s entrance into the house, 
while the multitude were yet murmuring 
in the court, and in their presence. Our 
Lord's answer. This day is salvation come 
to this house, looks as if He were just 
entering the house, not just leaving it ; 
and the day meant must be the same with 
that in ver. 5. stood and said has 

something formal and pre -determined about 
it : he stood forward, with some effort and 
resolve : see on ch. xviii. 11 ft*., where the 
word used of the Pharisee is the same. 

the half of my goods I give to the 
poor] See note on ch. xvi. 9. Zacchaeus 
may well have heard of that parable from 
one of his publican acquaintances, or per- 
haps repentance may have led him at once 
to this act of self-denial. There is no 
uncertainty in if I have taken any thing : 
the expression is equivalent to, whatever 
1 have unfairly exacted from any man. 
See note on ch. iii. 14. 9 .] The an- 

nouncement is made to him^ though not in 
the second person. salvation] in the 
stronger sense, bringing with it all its 
blessings. is a son of Abraham: 
though despised by the multitude, has his 
rights as a Jew, and has availed himself of 
them by receiving his Lord in faith and 
humility. 10 .] For, the greater 
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and to save that which was lost. And as they heard these 
things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh 
to Jerusaiem, and because ^they thought that the kiiigdom^-^«t“* 
of God should immediately appear. He said therefore, 

A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom,^ and to return, And he called ® his 
ten servants, and delivered them ten ^pounds, and said 
unto them. Occupy till I come. ®But his citizens hated erJohni.u. 
him, and sent a message after him, saying. We will not 
have this man to reign over us. And it came to pass, 
that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, 
then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, 
to whom he had given the money, that he might know 
% how much every man had gained by trading, Then came 


® render y his OWn. ^ literally y millSe. 

S read a/nd render y what busincss they had carried on. 


sinner he may have been, the more does 
he come under the description of those 
(sheep) whom the good Shepherd came to 
seek and save (Matt, xv, 24). 

11 — 27.] Pahable of the minjs, or 
POUNDS. Peculiar to Luke. By the in- 
troductory w'ords, the parable must have 
been s})oken in the house of ZacchauSy i. e. 
perhaps in the open room looking into the 
court, where probably many of the multi- 
tude were assembled. A parable very simi- 
lar in some points to this was spoken by 
our Lord in His last great prophetic dis- 
course, Matt. XXV. 14 — 30. Many 

modern Commentators maintain that the 
two parables represent one and the same : 
if so, we must at once give up, not only 
the pretensions to historical accuracy on 
the part of our Gospels (see ver. 11), but 
all idea that they furnish us with the 
words of our Lord any where ; for the 
whole structure and incidents of the tioo 
are essentially different. If oral tradition 
thus varied before the Gospels were writ- 
ten, in the report of our Lord's spoken 
words, how can we know that He spoke 
any thing which they relate 1 If the Evan- 
gelists themselves altered, arranged, and 
accommodated those discourses, not only 
is the above the case, hut their honesty is 
likewise impugned. Besides, we shall 
here find the parable, in its very root and 
point of comparison, individual and dis- 
tinct. Compare throughout the notes on 
Matthew. 11.] The distance of Jericho 
from Jerusalem was 150 stadia = 16 Eng- 
lish miles and 6 furlongs. that 

the kingdom of God should immediatelj 
appear] They imagined that the present 


journey to Jerusalem, undertaken as it had 
been with such publicity, and accompanied 
with such wonderful miracles, was for the 
purpose of revealing and establishing the 
Messiah’s kingdom. 12.] The ground- 
work of this part of the parable seems to 
have been derived from the history of 
Archelaus, son of Herod the Great. The 
kings of the Herodian family made jour- 
neys to Home, to receive their “ Kingdom.'' 
On Archelaus’s dou'g so, the Jews sent 
after him a protest, which however was 
not listened to by Augustus. The situa- 
tion was appropriate; for at Jericho was 
the royal palace which Archelaus had built 
with great magnificence. 13. ten] 
See on Matt. xxv. 1. The giving the mina 
to each, is a totally diflerent thing from 
giving to one five, to another two, and to a 
third one talent. The sums given are here 
all the same, and all very small- The (Attic) 
mina is ^ of a talent, and equal to about 
£3 of our money. In Matthew the man 
gives his whole property to his servants ; 
here he makes trial of them with these 
small sums a very little," see ver. 17). 

14.] The nobleman, son of a king, 
literally, one high born, is the Lord Jesus ; 
the kingdom is that over his own citizens, 
the Jews. They sent a message after 
Him ; their cry went up to Heaven, in the 
persecutions of his servants, &c. ; we will 
not have man to reign over us. The 
parable has a double import : suited both 
to the disciples {his own servants), and the 
multitude (his citizens). 15.] what biud- 
ness they had carried on : not, ^ what they 
had gained.' 16 — 23.] See on Matthew. 
It is observable here however, how exactly 
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the first, saying, Lord, thy ^ pound hath gained ten 
pounds. 17 And he said unto him, WeU, thou good 
servant : because thou hast been faithful in a ^ery little, 
have thou authority over ten cities, i® And the second 
came, saying. Lord, thy ^ pound hath 1 gained five ^pojinds. 
1^ And he said likewise to him. Bet thou also over five 
cities. 20 And i another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is 
thy ^ pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin : 
i Matt. XXV, 24. 21 i fop J feared thee, because thou art an austere man: 

thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest 
k 2 Sam. i. 16. that thou didst not sow. 22 And he saith unto him, ^ Out 
of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
1 Matt. XXV. 26. servaut. ^ Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking 
up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow : 
23 wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming I might have required Ji mine 
own with usury ? ^ And he said unto them that stood by. 

Take from him the ^ pound, and give it to him that hath 
ten ^ pounds. 26 And they said unto him. Lord, he hath 
mMatt^xiu. ten pounds. 26 ^For^ I say unto you, "'That imto every 
di!vUL is?' which hath shall be given ; and from him that hath 
mot, even that he hath shall be taken away \y^from him^. 

27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should 
reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me. 

28 And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascend- 
ing up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when he 
was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
called the moimt of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 

^ literally, mina. literally, miliae. 

^ render, made. It is not the same word as in ver. 16. 
j read, the other. jj render, it. 

k omitted hy the most ancient authorities, Probably inserted from Matt, xxv. 29. 
^ omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

and minutely in keeping is every circum- the parable, in surprise at such a decision : 
stance. Thy pound hath gained ten then in ver. 26, the king answers them, 
pounds ; the humility with which this is 27.] This command brings out both 

stated, where no account of each man^s own comings of the Lord, — at the destruction 
ability is taken as in Matthew, and then the of J erusalem, and at the end of the world : 
proportion of the reward, — ten cities, — so for we must not forget that even now ‘ JBLe 
according with the nature of what the is gone to receive a Kingdom and return 
Prince went to receive, and the occasion of * we see not yet all things put under His 
his return. It has been shewn by rab- feet.’ 

hinical citations that the Jews used the 28.] Not after saying these 

napkin, or handkerchief , for wrapping and things ; — see on ver. 6 : unless they were 
keeping their money in. 26 .] is pa- said in the morning on his departure, 
renthetical, spoken by the 9tQ/ii^rS’by in 89,^8.] ENTRY into 
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so saying, Go ye into the village over against you ; in the 
which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon 
yet newer man sat: loose him, and bring him hither. 

SI And if any man ask you. Why do ye loose him ? thus 
shall ye say unto him], ^ Because the Lord hath need 
of him. S2 And th^y that were sent went their way, and 
found even as he had said unto them. S3 as they 
were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them. 

Why loose ye the colt ? S4 And they said, The Lord 
hath need of him. S5 they brought him to J esus : 

“ and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set njKingfsii. 
Jesus thereon. S6 as he went, they spread their 
clothes in the way. S7 And when he was come nigh, even 
now at the crescent of the mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God 
with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had 
seen; S8 guying, ° Blessed ^be the King that cometh in 
the name of the Lord : p peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest, so some of the Pharisees from among the 
multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if 
these ^should hold their peace, ^the stones would immer qHab.ii.n. 
diately cry out. And when he was come near, he beheld 
the city, and ^wept over it, saying. If thou hadst r Johnxi.85. 

omitted hy many ancient authorities, ^ or, that : see on ver, 34, 

^ literally f that the Lord : see on ver. 31. 

^ or, 18 : not expressed in the original. 

® render, shall. P read, will. 


Jeeusalem. Matt. xxi. 1 — 9, Mark 
xi. 1 — 10. John xii. 12 — 19, where see 
notes. 37. the whole multitude 

of the disciples] In the widest sense; 
it is equivalent to “ the multitudes,** Mat- 
thew. The “ mighty work,** which dwelt 
mostly on their minds, was the raising of 
Lazarus, John xii. 17, 18 ; — but as this 
perhaps was not known to St. Luke, w'e 
must understand him to mean, all that 
they had seen during their journey with 
Kim. 38.] in heaven is ecjuivalent 
to in the highest, and was probably added 
by them to till out the parallelism. 

39, 40.] The Phakisees muemitb : 
OUE Loed’s eeply. Peculiar to Luke. 

39.] These Pharisees could hardly 
in any sense be disciples of Jesus. Their 
spirit was just that of mtHlern Socinianism : 
the prophetic expressions used, and the 
lofty epithets applied to Him, who was 
VoL. I. 


merely in their view a teacher (so is the 
word rendered master**), oflended them. 

40.] ■ A proverbial expression — but 
probably not without reference to Halmk- 
kuk ii. 11. 

41—44.] Our Lord weeps over 
Jerusalem. Peculiar (in this form) to 
Luke. 41.] Our Lord stood on the 
lower part of the Mount of Olives, whence 
the view of the city even now is very 
striking. What a history of divine Love 
and human ingratitude lay before him I 
When He grieved, it was for the 
hardness of men's hearts : when He wept, 
in Bethany and here, it was over the fruits 
of sin. 42.] “Thasc who lament,” 
says Euthyiniiis in reference to the un- 
finished form of this sentence, “ are in the 
habit of breaking off their sayings, by rea- 
son of the vehemence of their affection.” 
Perhaps in the actual words spoken by the 
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known, even thou, at least in this thy] day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace .... but now they are hid 
from thine eyes. ^ For the days shall come upi^n thee, 

* 4 .^je*r*vf; 3 . thine enemies shall ®cast a trench about thee, and 

0. ch.xxi.2o. thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 

* iii. ^ shall lay thee even with the, ground, and thy 
u Matt. xxiv. S. children within thee: and '^they shall not leave in thee 

Markxiii. 2. l i i l 1 

V oanal. 24 . stone upon another ; ^ because thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation. ^ And he went into the temple, 
^ ' and began to cast out them that sold [<l therein] and 

xiaa-ivur. ffidi hought]\ saying unto them, *It is written, 

yjer.vii.il. s jj/y housc ts the housc of prayer : but ^ye have made it a 
den of thieves. “^7 And he taught daily in the temple. 
But * the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the 
people sought to destroy him, and could not find what 
they might do : for all the people ^ were very attentive, to 
hear him. 

XX. 1 And it came to pass, that on one of ^ those days, 
as he taught the people in the temple, and preached the 
gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him 
with the elders, ^ and spake imto him, saying. Tell us ®by 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities, 

^ omit, with many ancient authorities, and the express testimony of Origen, 

® read, And my house shall be. 

t literally, hung on him in hearing him. See Acts xvi. 14. 

^ render, the. 

Lord there may have been an allusion to recognized, the time of thy visiting hy Me, 
the name Jerusalem, which itself imports visitation is a word of ambiguous 

the seeing of peace. even thou] or thou meaning, either for good or for evil. It 
also, as well as these My disciples. 43.] brings at once here before us the coming 
For contains the awful reason which there seeking fruit, ch. xiii. 7 — and the return- 
was for the fervent wish just expressed : it ing of the Lord of the mneyard, ch. xx. 
wa* the Lord’s desire, because .... 16. It is however the first or favour- 

a trench] Literally, a mound with palisades, able meaning of visitation, that is here 
Josephus gives an account of its being prominent. 

built. When the Jews destroyed this, 46, 46.] Cleansinu OF the temple. 
Titus built a wall round them, — see Isa. See on Matt. xxi. 12, 13 : Mark xi. 15 — 
xxix. 2, 8, 4, — to which our Lord hero 17. 

tacitly refers. 44.] The verb ren- 47, 48.] A general description of His 
dered shall lay thee even with the ground employment during these last days, the 
is used in two meanings : — shall level particulars of which follow. It is rightly 
thy buildings to the foundation, and however placed at the end of a chapter, 
dash thy children against the ground, for it forms a close to the long section 
thy children] Not infants merely] wherein the last journey to Jerusalem has 
the meaning is general. shall not been described. 

leave in thee one stone upon another] Chap. XX. 1 — 8.] His aijthoeitt 
See Matt. xxiv. 2 and note there. questioned. His eeplt. Matt. xxi. 

because thou knewest not ] Not, 23 — 27. Mark xi. 27 — 33, where see notes. 

^hecauseof thy sins and rehellions — those (The history of the fig-tree is not in our 

might be all blotted out, hadst thou known, text.) L] the dSftys, viz, of this His 
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what authority doest thou these things ? or who is he that 
gave thee this authority ? ^ And he answered and said 

unto thefti, I will also ask you one thing ; and answer me : 

The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? 
s they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall 
say. From heaven^ he will say. Why then believed ye 
him not ? ® But and'] if we say. Of men ; all the people 

will stone us: ^for they be persuaded that John was a 
prophet. And they answered, that they could not tell 
whence it was. ® And Jesus said unto them, Neither teU 

1 you by what authority I do these things. ^ Then began 

he to speak to the people this parable ; ® A [y certain] man ®^arkxii. “‘ 
planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and 

2 went into a far country for a long time. And at the 
season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, that they 
should give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the 
husbandmen beat him, and sent him away empty. And 
again he sent another servant : and they beat him also, 
and entreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty. 

And again he sent a third : and they wounded him also, 
and cast him out. Then said the lord of the vineyard. 

What shall I do ? I will send my beloved son : it may b6 
they will reverence him [®' when they see him]. ^1‘^But 
when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, This is the heir : comef] let us kill 
him, that the inheritance may bo our’s. So they cast 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What therefore 
shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them ? lie shall 
come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the 
vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, 

® God forbid. 17 And he beheld them, and said, What is 

* not in the original, V omit, 

* the original has only, left the COUntry. 

omitted hy many ancient authoritieSy hut perhaps as not being expressed in 
Matthew and Mark, 

^ omit C literally y Let it not be. 

being in Jerusalem. 2,] or — that is, ohief priests and scribes, Bengcl suggests 
“ to speak more definitely:* that He addressed it to the people, to 

9 — 19.] Parable op the vineyard guard against interruption on the part of 
LET OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. Matt. xxi. the chief priests. 14. when the hna- 

33 — 46. Mark xii. 1 — 12. See notes on bandmen saw him] This is taken up from 
Matthew for the sense ; and for compari- when they see him of the verse before, and 
son of the reports, on Mark. 9.] The is emphatic— On the contrary, when they 
parable was spoken to the people — but saw him , . , , 17.] The then infers 

(ver. 19) at, with reference to, against the the negation of Let it not be—* Sow then, 

E E 2 
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dPi.cxviii.22. this then that is written, ‘^The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 

Whosoever ^ ahall fall upon that stone shall be^roken ; 
e Dan. u. 84,36. but ® on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder. ^^d the chief priests and the scribes the same 
hour sought to lay hands on him ; a Ad they feared the 
people : for they perceived that he had spoken this parable 
against them. 

20 And they watched him, and sent forth ® spies, which 
should feign themselves just men, that they might take 
hold ^ of his wordSy that so they might deliver him unto 
fir the power and authority of the governor. 21 And they 
asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and 
teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, 
but teachest the way of God truly : 22 Jq it lawful for us to 
give tribute unto Caesar, or no ? 23 j^^t he perceived their 

craftiness, and said unto them. Why tempt ye me? 
2*^ Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription 
hath it ? They answered and said, Cacsar^s. 25 he 
said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
which be Caesar^s, and unto God the things which be 
God^s. 26 And they could not take hold ^ of his words 
before people : and they marvelled at his answer, and 
held their peace. 

fAotsxxiii.e, 27 Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, ^ which 
deny that there is any resurrection ; and they asked him, 
gDeut.xxv.6. 28 Master, s Moses wrote unto us. If any man’s 

brother die, having a wife, and he i die without children, 
that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed 
unto his brother. 29 There were therefore seven brethren : 

^ render, hath fallen. ® see note. ^ render, of him by a WOrd. 
fir render, the ruling power, and unto the authority 
^ render, denariuS. ^ read, be. 

hipposing your wish to he fulfilled, could chief priests. The A. V., in rendering 
this which is written come to pass? ^ his words, has mistaken the construction 

19. and they feared the people] The of the clause. It is, that they might lay 
copula, and, introduces the state of mind hold of him by some saying ; “ catch him 
in which this their attempt was made: Jyaworrf,” as St. Mark. unto the ruling 
and they did so in fear of the people. (Roman) power (genus), unto the authority 

20 — 26.] Reply oonoeeninu the of the governor (species). The form of 
LAWFULNESS OF TEIBUTE TO CjiSAE. the Sentence in the original renders the 
Matt. xxii. 15 — 22. Mark xii. 13 — 17, separation of the two necessary, 
where see notes as before. 20.] Spies : 27 — 40.] Reply to the Sadducees 

literally, men suborned, instructed and eespecting the eesueeection. Matt. 
anrangedfor that purpose. that they xxii. 23 — 33 ; Mark xii. 18 — 27, and notes, 
might . . . .] they, not the spies, but the 29.] therefore: L e. well then— 
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and the first took a wife, and died without children. 

And the second took her to wife, and he died child- 
less.] and the third took her ; and in like manner the 
seven also [ ^ .* and they\ left no children, and died. 

Last of all the woman died also. 23 Therefore in the 
resurrection whos^ wife of them ^ is she / for “ seven had 
her to wife. 24 j^nd Jesus [} answering^ said unto them, 

The ® children of this world marry^ and are given in 
marriage : 25 but they which P shall be accounted worthy 
to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage : 26 q neither 
can they die any more : for ^ they are equal unto the ^ jcor. xv 
angels ; and are ^ the children of God, ^ being ^ the children j ss. 
of the resurrection. 27 Now that the dead are raised, 

^even Moses shewed ^at the hush, ^when he called the kEiod.iii.o. 
Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. 28 u be is not a God of the dead, but of 
the living: *for all live unto him. 29 Then certain of the 
scribes answering said, Master, thou hast wcU said, ^ And 
after that they durst not ask him any question at all. 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities. ^ omit. 

read and render y doth the woman become ? 

^ rendery the seven. ® lii^rallyy SOns. 

P render y have been, ^ render y for neither. 

rendery sons. ® render, ill the history concerning the bush. 

^ rendery l^OW. ^ render. But. 


' as an example of this law, . . . .' 

34, 35.] Peculiar to Luke, and im- 
portant. For this present state of men, 
marriage is an ordained and natural thing ; 
but in “ that world,” which is by the con- 
text the state of the first resurrection 
(nothing being said of the rest of the dead, 
though the hare fact might be predicated 
of them also), they who are found worthy 
to obtain that state of life and the resur- 
rection from the dead, are no longer under 
the ordinance of marriage : for neither can 
they any more die ; i. e. they will have no 
need of a succession and renewal, which is 
the main purpose of marriage. 36.] 
The fact, that they are equal unto the 
angels, is alleged, not as shewing them to 
be without passions or lusts, but as setting 
forth their immortality. sons of God 
is here used, not in its ethical sense, as 
applied to believers in this world, — but its 
metaphysical sense, as denoting the essen^ 
tial state of the blessed after the resurrec- 
tion:— Hhey are, hy their resurrection. 


essentially partakers of the divine nature, 
and so cannot die.' When Meyer says 
that the Lord only speaks of the r 'lsen, and 
has not here in His view the ‘ quick ' at the 
time of His coming, it must be remem- 
bered that the ‘ change ' which shall pass 
on them (1 Cor. xv. 51 — 54) shall put them 
into precisely the same immortality as the 
risen (compare ibid. ver. 42). 37.] even 

Moses, i. e. that very Moses, whom you 
allege as shewing by inference the con- 
trary. 38.] On all live unto him see 
on Matt. vv. 31 — 33 : but we have in this 
argument even a further generalization 
than in Matthew and Mark, There, it is 
a covenant relation on wliich the matter 
rests : here, a life of all, living and dead, 
in the sight of Ood , — so tliat none are 
annihilated, — but in the regard of Him 
who inhabiteth Eternity, the being of all 
is a living one, in all its changes. 

39, 40.] Peculiar to Luke implied how- 
ever in Matthew ver. 34, and Mark ver, 
28. 
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And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is 
David’s son ? and David himself saith in the book of 
mPsjL.ox. 1 . Psalms, “The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, ^ till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
^ David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his 
son? '' 

^ Then in the audience of all the people he said unto 
disciples^ ^"Beware of the scribes, which desire to 
och.xi.48. walk in long robes, and ®love greetings in the markets, 
and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief 
y rooms at feasts ; which devour widows’ houses, and for 
a * shew make long prayers : the same shall receive greater 
damnation. 

XXI. ^ And he looked up, and saw the rich men 
casting their gifts into the treasury. ^ And he saw also a 
certain poor widow casting in thither ^ two mites. ^ And 
a 2 Cor.viii.i 2 . he Said, Of a truth I say unto you, ^that this poor widow 
hath cast in more than they all : ^ for all these have of 
their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God] : but 
she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. 
^ And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned 

^ read, tliem. 7 render, places. 

* render, prete]V3e, as in Matt, xxvii. 14, Marie xii. 40, where the original 
loord is the same as here, 

^ render, rich men who were casting. ^ see note. 

® omitted hy some ancient authorities, 

41 — 44.] Question respectinu gelist’s narrative : but surely not, when 
Christ and David. Matt. xxii. 41 — 46; they arc in a discourse of our Lord. If 
Mark xii. 35 — 37, where see notes. St. His words were so loosely rej)orted as this, 
Luke omits the question of the lawyer, where is any dependence on the accuracy 
which occurred immediately on the gather- of the Evangelists ? 
ing together of the Pharisees after the last 46 — 47.] Denunciation of the 
incident. This question of our Lord seems Scribes. Matt, xxiii. 6, 7. Mark xii. 
to have followed close on that, which (and 38 — 40, with which latter our text almost 
not that in vv. 27 ff. here) was their last verbally agrees : see notes there. 
to Him, Mark xii. 34. 41.] unto them, 46.] This particular, in the audience of aU 

i. e. the Scribes, llie same thing is sig- the people, is only in Luke, 
nified by How say the Scribes?” in Chap. XXI. 1 — 4.] The widow’s 
Mark. In Matthew the question is addressed mites. Mark xii. 41 — 44, where see notes, 
to the Pharisees. I mention these things L looked up] Our Lord as yet has 

as marks of the independence of the ac- been surrounded with His disciples (see 
counts. The underlying is, the Lord ch. xx. 45), and speaking to them and the 
addressed the Pharisees and Scribes on a multitude. He now lifts up His eyes, and 
view which they (the Scribes, the Pharisees sees at a distance, &c. 
agreeing) entertained about the Messiah. 6—36.] Prophecy of his coMiNa, 
Hence tne three accounts diverge. and of the times of the end. 

42.] On in the book of Psalms, Wordsw. Matt. xxiv. 1—51 (xxv. 1—46). Mark 
says, ** added here as conveying information xiii. 1 — 37. See notes on both, but espe- 
■neeessary to Gentile readers.” This might cially on Matthew. Meyer says truly, 
be well, did the words occur in the Evan- that there is no trace in Luke of the dia- 
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witli goodly stones and ^ giftsy lie said, ® [® As for\ these 
things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which 
^ there iShall not be left one stone upon another, that shall '>c^ xix.44. 
not be thrown down. 7 And they asked him, saying. 

Master, but when shall these things be ? and what ^ sign 
will there he wh»n these things % shall come to pass? 

8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ] ; 
and. The time draweth near : go ye not [} therefore] after 
them. ® But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, 
be not terrified : for these things must first come to pass ; 
but the end is not ^by and by. Then said he unto 
them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom : and great earthquakes shall be in 

divers places, and famines, and pestilences ; and fearful 
sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. 

^ But before all ^ these ^ they shall lay their hands on you, d Rev. ii. lo. 
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues. 


^ render, offerings. 

^ render, will be the sign. 

^ not expressed in the original. 
^ omit. 

1 better, these things. 

course being delivered on the Mount of 
Olives — but he adds, that it belongs to 
the discourses in the temple, which begin 
ch. XX. 1, and that therefore 8t. Luke 
alone mentions the offerings. He seems to 
have overlooked the break at ver. 7, cor- 
responding to the change of scene. All 
three speak of the opening incident as 
ha2)pening while He was dei)arting from 
the temjde; and St. Matthew and St. Mark, 
of the enquiry being made afterwards, on 
the Mount of Olives, — i. e. in the evening, 
when he had retired thither (ver. 37). 

6.] The offerings were many and precious. 
Tacitus calls it a temple of immense 
opulence and Josephus gives an account 
of the gilding, and golden vines (presented 
by Herod the Great) with bunches of 
grajies as large as a man, &c. in the 
temple. 7.] That St. Luke’s account 
alone gives us no trace of a different scene 
or a different auditory, is a proof of its inde- 
pendence of the others : for how could any 
rational writer have omitted so interesting 
a matter of accurate detail, if he had been 
aware of it ? but when] Their question 
begins with “ hutf on account of what our 
Lord had said, ver. 6. 8.] The time 


® not expressed in the original. 
& render, are about to. 
Better perhaps, I am hc. 

^ i. e. immedic/fcely. 

» 

draweth near, i. e. the time of the King- 
dom. They are the words, not of our Lortl, 
but of the many just mentioned : see on 
Matthew, verses 4, 5. 10.] Then said 

he unto them perhaps implies a break in 
the discourse, which the other reports do 
not notice. 12.] Why the words be- 

fore all these things should have made any 
difficulty, I am at a loss to imagine. The 
prophecies of vv. 7, 8 in Matthew, — ver. 8 
in Mark, — and w. 10, 11 here, are a paren- 
thetical warning of what shall hapiicn 
before the end. And then having stated, 
that these things shall be the very begin- 
ning of the actual pangs themselves (see 
note on Matthew), the prophetic chrono- 
logy is resumed from “ the end is not yet,” 
in all three accounts; here, by distinct 
statement. But before all these things : in 
Mark by implication, “ But take ye heed to 
yourselves,** by which “ hut** the follow- 
ing words are thrown back to the “ Take 
heed** before : — in Matthew, by the gather- 
ing up of the jmrenthetical announcements 
as “all these things,” and thus casting 
them off, as the “ beginning of pemgs** 
belonging to the end,** before the dis- 
course proceeds with the *^then** taken 
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eAcii^.j, ». and 'into prisons, ^ being brought before kings and rulers 
fAotiw.jn. ™y name’s sake, And ''it shall turn to you for a 
I TMu! »“■ testimony. * Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to 

2TheH8. i5. -I in 1KPT*n» 

before what ye snail answer: for i will give 
k Acts Vi. 10 . yo^ mouth and wisdom, ^ which all your adversades 
1 Micah vii. 6. shall Hot bc able to gainsay nor resist. ^ And ye shall be 
^ betrayed ^ both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, 
mActsvii.69« and friends; and "‘some of you shall they ^ cause to be 
n Matt. X. 22 . put to death, And " ye shall be hated of all men for my 
o Mutt. X. 80. name’s sake. there shall not an hair of your 

head perish. In your patience ^possess ye your souls. 

20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem ^ compassed with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the moun- 
tains ; and let them which are in the midst of it depart 
out; and let not them that are in the ^countries enter 

^? 7 “zeA thereinto, Yor these be the days of vengeance, that Pall 
things which are written may be fulfilled. 23 gut woe 
unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, 
in those days : for there shall be great distress ^ m the 
landy and wrath ^ upon this people, 24- gnd they shall fall 


^ better, as the same word in ver, 12, delivered up. 

^ render, even. * ® render, put to death. Bee on Mark xiii. 12, 

P render. And. ^ read and render, yc shall acquire. 

^ render, being COmpaSSed. ® render, fields. 

^ render, on the earth. render, for. 


up from ver. 6. The whole difficulty has 
arisen from not rightly apprehending the 
force of the word pangs as the death- 
throes of the end. 13.] for a testimony, 
viz. of your faithfulness, and (Mark) against 
them. 16.] Luke only. Gainsay cor- 
responds to month, resist to wisdom. 

16.] even by ... ‘ not only by strangers,’ 
Bengel. some of yoa— i. e. of the 

Apostles. One of the four who heard this 
discourse was put to death, Acts xii. 2. 

18.] Not literally, but really true ; not cor- 
poreally, but in that real and only life which 
the disciple of Christ possesses. 19.] In 
your patience (i.e. by your endurance of all 
these things) ye shall acquire (not, 
which is an ungrammatical rendering) 
your souls: this endurance being God’s 
appointed way, in and by which your 
salvation is to be put in your possession. 

acquire, as **flnd,** Matt. xvi. 25 — 
** save** ch. ix. 24, 20-] being oom^ 


passed graphically sets forth the scene 
now before them, as it should then ap- 
pear. On the variation of expression from 
Matthew and Mark, see note on Matthew, 
ver. 15. 21.] of it belongs to the “ of 

it** {thereof) of ver. 20, and signifies not “ of 
J uda‘a,” but “ of Jerusalem** the fields 

— not “ the countries** or the provinces.** 
It is in the original the same word as our 
Lord uses in John iv. 35, where he com- 
mands his disciples to lift up their eyes on 
the fields. 22.] vengeance ; from this 
being the same word in the Greek, it is a 
hint perhaps at ch. xviii. 8. The latter part 
of the verse alludes probably to the pro- 
phecy of Daniel, which St. Luke has omitted, 
but referred to in the desolation thereof,** 
ver. 20. 23.] on the earth, general — 

for this people, particular. The distress 
on all the earth is not so distinctly the 
result of the divine anger, as that which 
shall befall this nation, 24.] A most 
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by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captiye 
into all T nations : and Jerusalem ^ shall be trodden doom 
* of the Gentiles, « imtil the times of the “ Gentiles be qcai-ii.JTr 
fulfilled. 25 there shall be signs in the sun, and in rJpet. ui.io, 

the mioon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, 7 with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; 

26 men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth : for the 
powers of heaven shall he shaken. 27 And then shall they 
see the Son of man ® coming in a cloud with power and sRev.i.r: xiv. 
great glory. 28 And when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for * your tRjm.viii.io, 
redemption draweth nigh. 29 And he spake to them a 
parable ; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees ; ’vvhen 
they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves 
that summer is now nigh at hand. 61 likewise ye, 
when ye see these things ^ come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 62 Ycrily I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass away, till all be ful- 
filled. 63 Heaven and earth shall pass away : but my 
words shall not pass away. 64. And “take heed to your- " 
selves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with* 
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, ^nd so 
that day come upon you ^unawares, 65 Pqj. vj^g snare viThess.v. 2 . 
shall it come on all them that ^ dwell on the face of the 

^ render, the nations. render, shall remain trodden down. 

* i. e. by. literally^ nations. 

y render, in despair at the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

* render. Coming. 

many ancient authorities read, UnawarCS aS a snare. For it shall 
come on all them . . . , . 

^ literally, sit. 

important addition, serving to fix the the great rejection of the Lord 

meaning of the other two Evangelists, — hy the Gentile world, anstcering to its 
see notes there, — and carrying on the type. His rejection hy the Jews, being 
prophetic announcements past oiir own finished, the time shall come, of which 
times, even close to the days of the end. the destruction of Jerusalem was a type, 
they, viz. this people. shall Times has the same meaning as time ; 

remain trodden down — see Rev. xi. 2. — no essential difference is to be insisted on. 
The present state of Jerusalem. The con- It is plural, because the Gentiles (nations) 
struction of the verb in the original is are plural : each Gentile people having in 
unusual, and is made use of to signify a turn its time. 25, 26,] The greater 

state of duration, — a condition which shall part of these signs are peculiar to Luke, 
continue. The times of the Gentiles 28.] your redemption, i. e. the com- 

are the end of the Gentile dispensation, — pletion of it by My appearing, 
just as the time of Jerusalem was the 84—36.] Peculiar to Luke. ^ 34.] yonr- 
end, ftilfilment, of the Jewish dispensa- selTes and your are emphatic, reccing 
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wch.xviu.i. whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and '^pray always, 
that ye may ®he accounted worthy to escape all these 
stings that ^ shall come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of man. 

And ^ in the day time he was teaching in the temple ; 
ych.xxii.39. and ^^at night he went out, and aboide in the mount that 
is called the mount of Olives. And all the people came 
early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear 
him. 

XXII. ^ Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 
a Pfl. ii. 2 . which is called the Passover. ^ And ® the chief priests and 
ActBiv.' 27 .' scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared 
the people. ^ ^ Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed 
Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve. ^ And he 
went his way, and communed with the chief priests and 
captains, how he might i betray him unto them. ^ And 
bzech.xi.i 2 . they were glad, and ^covenanted to give him money. 

^ And he promised, and sought opportunity to i betray him 


® many ancient authorities, for ** be accounted worthy/' read, be able. 
^ render, are about to. ® literally, to be Set. 

^ liierally, during the days .... during the nights. 

& lettdr, mornings : see above, 

^ better, And Satan entered. Then" is not temporal, 
i render, deliver him up. 


the thoughts to themselves, after the re- 
counting of these outward signs. 

35.] There is meaning in sit; on them 
who are sitting securely. 36.] to be 
set, i. e. by the angels — see Matthew, ver. 
31 — before the glorified Son of Man. 

37, 38.] Peculiar to Luke. These verses 
close the scene of our Lord’s discourses in 
Jerusalem which began ch. xx. 1. It does 
not appear, that St. Luke believed our 
Lord to have taught after this in the 
temple. Nothing is said to imply it — 
a general closing formula like this applies 
to what has been related. 38.] 

St. Luke relates nothing of any visits to 
Bethany. He has the name, incidentally 
only, in ch. xix. 29 and ch. xxiv. 50, where 
see note. On the whole question 

regarding the history of the woman taken 
in adultery, which some of our MSS. in- 
sert here, compare notes, John viii. 1 ff. 
This certainly would seem a more appro- 
priate place for it, than that which it now 
holds. 

Chap. XXII. 1, 2.] Conspiracy of 
THE Jewish authorities to kill 


Jesus. Matt. xxvi. 1 — 5. Mark xiv. 
1, 2. The account of St. Matthew is the 
fullest ; — see notes there. The words here 
give us a mere compendium of what took 
place. 

3 — 6.] Compact op Jupas with 
THEM to betray Him. Matt. xxvi. 
14 — 16. Mark xiv. 10, 11. Our account 
is strikingly peculiar and independent of 
the others. The expression Satan entered 
into Judas is found in John xiii. 27, — and 
certainly in its proper place. Satan had 
not yet entered into Judas, — oidy (John 
xiii. 2) put it into his heart to betray our 
Lord. 4.] and captains is peculiar 

to Luke ; the others have merely the chief 
priests. On the office, see Acts iv. 1. 

The Levitical guard of the temple would 
be consulted, because it had been of late 
especially in the temple that our Lord had 
become obnoxious to them (see ver. 53 and 
ch. xxi. 37, 38). The words covenanted 
and promised here seem clearly to imply 
that the money was not now paid, hut 
afterwards, when the treachery was ac- 
complished; — see note on Matt. xxvi. 15. 
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unto them ^ in the absence of the multitude. 7 1 Then 
came the day of unleavened breads when the passover must 
be killed. * ® And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and 
prepare us the passover, that we may eat. ^ And they 
said i*nto him. Where wilt thou that we prepare P And 
he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the 
city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of 
water ; follow him into the house where he entereth in. 

And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The 
Master saith unto thee. Where is the guestchamber, where 
I shall eat the passover with my disciples ? And he 
shall shew you a large upper room “^furnished: there 
make ready, And they went, and found as he had said 
unto them : and they made ready the passover. 
when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve] 
apostles with him. And he said unto them. With 
desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer : for I say unto you, I will not \f any more'] eat 

^ or, without tumult. 

1 better {see on ver. s), Xow tho day of unleaveucd bread came. 
^ i, e. spread for the feast. 

^ omitted by some of the oldest mithorities, • 

® omit, with the most ancient authorities. See Mark xiv. 25. 


The concluding words of the verse 
may bear either the meaning in the text 
or that in the margin. 

7 — 14.] Peepabation bob cele- 
hbatino the Passovek. Matt. xxvi. 
17 — 19. Mark xiv. 12 — 16. Our account 
is the fullest of the three, related however 
nearly to St. Mark’s. Py came we must 
of course understand that the day was come, 
not, as some would interpret it, was at 
hand. — On this whole subject sec notes on 
Matt. xxvi. 17, and John xviii.28. when 
the passover must be killed (literally, sacri- 
hoed), i. e. the legal time of the Passover 
being sacrificed. So the narrators in the 
three Gospels evidently intend. 8 .] 

It was a solemn message, and for it were 
chosen the two chief Apostles. In 

the report of St. Matthew, the suggestion 
is represented as coming from the disciple 
themselves. 9.] Tho question. Where 
wilt thou ^ was asked, but only in reply 
to the command of our Lord. 10.] 
There can, I think, be no question that 
this direction was given in super-human 
foresight, just as that in ch. xix. 30 : — see 
also 1 Sam. x. 2—8, and Matt. xvii. 27. 
This person carrying water would probably 
be a slave, and the time, towai’ds evening, 


the usual hour of fctclflng in water. 

11.] The ** goodman of the house** was a 
man of some wealth, and could not be 
identical with the water-carrier (see notes 
on Matthew). The Greek word ren- 

dered guestchamber is not here, as in 
ch. ii. 7, an inn, but a room set apart at 
this season of the feast, by residents in 
Jerusalem, in which parties coming from 
the country might eat the Passover. The 
question therefore would be well under- 
stood;— and the room being spread, and 
as Mark adds, prepared,** would be no 
matter of surprise. 14.] The hour 

was evening ; see above on ver. 10, and 
Matt. xxvi. 20. 

15 — 18.] Peculiar to Luke. The desire 
of our Lord to eat this His last Passover 
may be explained from ch. xii. 50: not 
merely from his depth of love for His dis- 
ciples, though this formed an element in it, 
— see John xiii. 1 sq. The for in ver. 16 
gives us the leading reason. This is 

the only instance in the Gospels, of the 
absolute use of suffer, as in the Creed, 
* He suffered.* We have several times 
“ suffer many things,** ch. ix. 22 ; xvii. 25 ; 
Matt. xvi. 2i al.; “ suffer these things,** ch. 
xxiv. 26, and “ thus to suffer,** ditto ver. 
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cc^.xiv.«. V thereof, ® until it be fulfilled in tbe kingdom of God. 

17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves : i® for 1 say unto 
you, I will not ^ drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come, And he took bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and ga<h unto them, saying, 
d 1 Cor. li. 24. This is my body which is given for you : ^ this do in 
remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after 
cicor.x. 10 . supper, saying, ®This cup is the new testament in my 
fps.xii.o. blood, which is shed for you. ^But, behold, the hand of 
him that betrayeth me is with me on the table. And 
gActsii.as: truly the Son of man goeth ^as it was determined: but 
woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed ! And they 


began to enquire among 
P read^ it. 

46. 16.] The full moaning of this 

de(!laration is to be sought in the words 
this passover. It was that particular 
Passover, not merely the Passover gene- 
rally, — though of course that also, — that 
was to receive its fultilinent in the king- 
dom of God. And to this fulfilment our 
Lord alludes again in ver. 30. It is to this 
marriage supper of the Lamb, that the para- 
ble Matt. xxii. 1 — 14 in its ultimate appli- 
cation refers*: nor can we help thinking 
on the faithless Apostle at this very supper, 
in verses 11 — 13 there : — see notes on that 
place. 17.] Some suppose that it is 
here implied that our Lord did not drink 
of the cup Himself. But surely this can- 
not be so. The two members of the speech 
are strictly parallel : and if He desired to 
eat the Passover with them. He would 
also drink of the cup, which formed a usual 
part of the ceremonial. This seems to me 
to be implied in ‘‘ He took the cupf where 
the original has a difierent word from that 
used by all afterwards, when He did not 
partake of the bread and wine. This 
most important addition in our narrative, 
amounts, I believe, to a solemn declaration 
of i\\e fulfilment of the JPassover rite, in 
both its usual divisions, — the eating the 
flesh of the lamb, and drinking the cup. of 
thanksgiving. Henceforward, He who 
fulfilled the Law for man will no more 
eat and drink of it. I remark this, in 
order further to observe that this division 
of the cup is not only not identical with, 
but has no reference to, the subsequent 
one in ver. 20. That was the institution 
of a new rite; — this the abrogation of an 
old one, now fulfilled, or about to be so, in 
the person of the true Lamb of God. 


themselves, which of them it was 

^ read, henceforth drink. 

This is generally supposed to have been the 
first cup in the Passover- meal, with which 
the whole was introdiK*ed. On the 
possible connexion of this speech of our 
Lord with the celebration of the Passover 
at this particular time, see note on Matt, 
xxvi. 17 (p. 183, col. 2). After these 

verses, in order of time, follows the washing 
of the disciples^ feet in John xiii. 1 — 20, 
referred to in our ver. 27. 

19, 20.] Institution or the Lord*s 
Supper. Matt. xxvi. 26 — 29. Mark xiv. 
22 — 24. 1 Cor. xi. 23 — 25. See notes on 
Matthew. 20.] Here follows, in Matthew 
ver. 29, Mark ver. 25, a second declaration, 
respecting not drinking any more of this 
fruit of the vine. 

21 — 23.] Announcement or a be- 
TKAYEE. See notes on Matt. xxvi. 20 — 
25. I would not venture absolutely to 
maintain that this announcement is iden- 
tical with that one ; but I own the argu- 
ments of Stier and others to prove them 
distinct, fail to convince me. The expres- 
sion But, behold, bears marks of verbal accu- 
racy, and inclines us to believe that this 
announcement was made after the insti- 
tution of the cup, as here related. ‘ Not- 
witlistanding tliis My declaration of love, 
in giving My Body and Blood for you, there 
i» one here present who shall betray Me.^ 
on the table] viz. in dipping into 
the dish with the Lord. 22. goeth] A 
somewhat similar expression to this occurs 
ch. xiii. 33, ** I must walk (the Greek word 
is the same) to day and to morrow ;** but 
that is used of our Lord’s ministerial pro- 
gress ; this of His progress through suffer- 
ing to glory. 
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that ' should do this thing. 24 h And there was also a strife h mmi ii. t*. 
among them, which of them should be accounted the 
greatest. ^ And he said unto them, The kings of the iMatt. XX. 25. 

® .ITT* ^ T 1-1 Mark x. 42. 

Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that 
exercjse authority upon them are called benefactors. 

^ But ye shall not so ; ^ but he that is greatest among k Matt, xx.^ 20 . 
you, let him be as the younger ; and he that is chief, as he ^ 
that doth ® serve. ^ For whether is greater, he that “ 
sitteth at meat, gr he that ® serveth ? is not he that sitteth 
at meat? but I am among you as he that ® serveth. 

Ye are they which have continued with me in ®my oHeb.iv.i 5 . 
temptations. And p I appoint unto you a kingdom, as ^ 47 . ch. xii.'S'l. 
my Father hath appointed unto me; that ^ye may eat ^ 
and drink at my table in my kingdom, ^ and sit on thrones ueV'l xix. 9. 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And the Lord 

said,] Simon, Simon, behold, ® Satan hath ^desired to have Bipei.’v.l^' 

^ literally, was about to do. ® literally , minister, and minister eth. 

^ literally, in the midst of you. 

^ omitted hy some of the most ancient authorities, render, prevailed. 

24 — 30.] Dispute foe pee-eminence. is too clear an allusion to the washing of 
OuE Lord’s eeplt. W’^ithoiit attempting their feet hy the Lord, to have escaped 
to decide the question whether this inci- even those Commentators who are slow to 
dent is strictly narrated in order of time, discern such hints. Tlie appuah if it had 
or identical with one of those strifes on iahen place, is natural and intelligible ; 
this point related Matt, xviii. 1, xx. 20, I Init not otherwise. (^) The diction is re- 
will oiler one or two remarks on it as it peatedly allusive to their employment : 
here stands. (1) Its having happened at sitting at meat” — eat and drink** — 
this time is not altogether unaccountable, “iw my Kingdom** — all these have refer- 
They had been just eiajuiring among them- dice to things ]>rcsent, or words spoken, 
selves (ver, 23), who among them should during that meal. — I therefore infer that 
do this thing. May it not reasonably be the strife did happen at this time, in the 
supposed, tliat some of them (Judas at order related here. 25.] Sec on Matt. 
least) would be anxiously employed in xx. 25. The exjiression here they that 
self justiflcaiion, and that this would lead, exercise authority upon (over) them are 
in some part of the table, to a disjmte of called benefactors, also seems to be con- 
the kind here introduced ? The natural nected with what had just taken place, 
eftect of the Lord’s rebuke would be to ‘Among them, the benefactors are those 
give rise to a dilferent spirit among them, who exercise authority — hut among you, I, 
and the question, Lord, is it I V* may your benefactor (see vv. 19, 20), do not so, 
have been the ofl’sprmg of this better but am in the midst of you as your ser- 
mind ; — but see note on Matthew vv. 20 — vant.' Ptolemy Euergetes (the benefactor) 
25. (2) It is surprising to find the very at once occurs to us ; — numerous other 

declaration of our Lord on the former strife examples are given by Wetsteiu. 
related in this Gospel (eh. ix. 46 — 18), re- 27.] Compare John xiii. 13—17. 28.] 

peated as having been made at this Paschal These words could hardly have been spoken 
meal, — by John, xiii. 20. May not this lead except on this occasion, when **the matter 
us to suppose that there has been a trans- concerning me hath an end,** ver. 37. 
position of some of the circumstances re- 29, 30.] See above, and note on Matt. xix. 
garding these various contentions among 28, see also Rev. ii. 27. 30.] at my table: 

the Apostles, and that these words occur- see above, ver. 21, and note on ver. 16. < 
ring in John may possibly point to a 31 - 34.] Appeal to Pktee : ms CON- 
strife of this kind I (3) The “/rtw in fidenoe„and oue Lord’s kctly. (See 
the midst of you as he that minisiereth** Matt. xxvi. 30— 35 : Mark xiv. 26 — 31 : 
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*sift you as wheat: ^3 b^t “I have 
vii’.u:i8. prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: ^and when thou 
^ art converted j strengthen thy brethren. Aiid he said 
unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into 
prison, and to death. And he said, I tell thee, f eter, 
the cock shall not crow this day, bofore that thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me. ^ And ho said unto 
them. When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and 

^ see note: render perhaps, for persjpicuit^, yo^ 

* render, hast turned again. 


John xiii. 36 — 38.) The speech appears 
to proceed continuously. There are marks, 
in these words of our Lord, of close con- 
nexion with what has gone before. Kis 
way, which the Father appointed to Him, 
is to His kingdom — but it is through temp- 
tations. To these, who have been with 
Him in these trials, He appoints a king- 
dom, — but His way to it must be their 
way ; and here is the temptation, — the sift- 
ing as wheat. The sudden address to 
fcjimon may perhaps have been occasioned 
by some remark of his, — or, which I think 
more probable, may have been made in 
consequence of some part taken by him in 
the preceding strife for precedence. Such 
sudden and earnest addresses spring forth 
from deep Ibve and concern awakened for 
another. 31.] not only *hath de- 

sired to have you,\j A. V., but hath ob- 
tained yon ; — ‘his desire is granted.' 

yon, all of you : not Simon alone, as 
sometimes understood, even by preachers, 
from the A.V. only. This must include 
Judas, though it does not follow that he 
was present; the sifting separated the 
chaff from the wheat, which chaff he was, 
see Amos ix. 9. 32. but I have prayed 

for thee] As Peter was the foremost (the 
rest are here addressed through him), so 
lie w'as in the greatest danger. It must 
not bo supposed that our Lord's prayer was 
not heard, because Peter's faith did fail, 
in his denial ; this word fail here implies 
a total extinction, which Peter's faith did 
not suffer. Though the yon all in- 
cluded Judas, he is not included in the 
prayer ; see John xvii. 6 — 12. We may no- 
tice here, that our Lord speaks of the total 
failure of even an Apostle’s faith, as pos- 
sible. when thon hast turned again] 
There can, I think, be little doubt that 
this word is here used in the general N. T. 
sense, of returning as a penitent after sin, 
turning to God, — and not in the almost 
expletive meaning which it has in such 
passages as Joel ii. 14 ; Acts vii. 42. 
strengthen (or confirm)] The use of this 


word, and the cognate substantive, t 
St. Peter in his two epistles, 1 Pet. v. 10 ; 
2 Pet. i. 12 ; iii. 17, and in the first pas- 
sage in a connexion with the mention of 
Satan’s temptations, is remarkable. 

38, 34.] Whether these words are in close 
connexion with the preceding, may I think 
be doubted. They may represent the same 
reply of our Lord as we have recorded 
in John xiii. 38. One thing seems 
clear, without any attempt at minutely 
harmonizing : that two announcements 
were made by our Lord to Peter of his 
future denial, occasioned by two very 
different professions of his. One, — during 
the last meal, i. e. before going out, and 
occasioned by Peter's professed readiness 
to go to prison and to death (“^o lay 
down his life”) for and with the Lord : — 
the other, — on the way to the Mount of 
Olives, after the declaration that all should 
be offended, and occasioned by Peter's 
profession that though all should be 
offended, yet would not he. Nothing is 
more natural or common than the repe- 
tition, by the warm-hearted and ardent, of 
professions like these, in spite of warning : 
— and when He Wette calls such an inter- 
pretation mere shift in difficulty,’ all 
that we can say is, to disclaim any wish to 
clear up difficulties, except by going into 
their depths, and examining them honestly 
and diligently. If the above view be cor- 
rect, I conceive that the account in John 
of this profession and our Lord's answer, 
being in strict coherence, and arising out 
of the subject of conversation, must be 
taken as the exa^t one : and St. Luke must 
be supposed to have inserted them here 
without being awa/re of the intermediate 
remarks which led to them. This is 
the only place in the Gospels where our 
Lord addresses Peter by the name Peter. 
And it is remarkable, as occurring in the 
very place where He forewarns him of his 
approaching denial of Himself. 

35 — 38.] Foeewaening of peeils at 
HAND. Peculiar to Luke. The mean- 
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shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 

Then said he unto them. But now, he that hath a purse, 
let him take it, and likewise y Ms scrip : and * he that hath 
no mord, let him sell his garment, and huy one, ^7 For I 
say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accom- 
plished in me, * And he was reckoned among the trans- x^a.uii. 12 .^ 
gressors : for the ^ things concerning me have an end. 

And they said. Lord, behold, here are two swords. And 
he said imto the?ji, It is enough. 

y rendeTy a. 

2 render {see note)y he that hath none, let him sell his garment, and 
buy a sword. 

8- most ancient authorities read, the matter concerning me hath. 


of our Lord in this much -controverted 
passage appears to be, to forewarn the 
Apostles of the outward dangers which 
will await them henceforward in their 
wmiow .*— unlike the time when He sent 
them forth without earthly appliances, up- 
held by His special Providence, they must 
now make use of common resources for 
sustenance, yea and even of the sword 
itself for defence. This they misunder- 
stand, and point to the two swords w'hich 
they have, — for which they arc rebuked 
(see below). 86.] See ch. ix. 3; x. 
4j also Matt. x. 9. 36.] take was 

the very word used in the prohibition be- 
fore. There is a question how this 
sentence, which is elliptical in the original, 
should be filled up. Very many autho- 
rities make a sicord understood after 
“ hath not ” (as in A. V.) ; — but the simpler 
construction and better sense is to place 
hath not in contrast with hath, He that 
hath a purse, &c., and he that hath 
none, let him &c. Thus the sense will 
be complete — for he who has a purse, can 
buy a sword, without selling his garment. 
The ‘ sword of the Spirit " (Olshausen and 
others) is wholly out of the question in 
interpreting this command. The saying is 
both a description to them of their altered 
situation with reference to the world with- 
out, and a declaration that self-defence 
and self-provision would henceforward be 
necessary. It forms a decisive testimony, 
from the mouth of the Lord Himself, 
against the views of the Quakers and some 
other sects on these points. But it does 
not warrant aggression by Christians, nor, 
as some R. -Catholics, spreading the Gospel 
by the sword. 87.] The connexion is 
this : ' your situation among men will be 
one of neglect and even of danger ; — for I 


myself (see Matt. x. 24, 25) am about to 
be reckoned among transgressors.’ 

By the very form of the expression it is 
evident, that the sword alluded to could 
have no reference to that nighfs danger, 
or the defending Him from it. the 

matter concerning me hath an end] The 
prophecy cited closes the section of Isaiah, 
which eminently predicts the Lord’s suffer- 
ings (ch. lii. 13— liii. 12). hath an 
end does not merely mean * must he ful- 
filled,^ which would be an assertion with- 
out any special reference he^ — but are 
coming to the completion of their accom- 
plishment. So “ it is ^nished,” John xix. 
30. 38.] Two of them were armed, — 

either from excess of zeal to defend Him, 
excited by His announcement of His suf- 
ferings during this feast, — or, perhaps be- 
cause they had brought their weapons 
from Galilee as protection by the way. 
The road from Jericho to Jerusalem (see 
ch. X. 30) was much infested with robbers ; 
— and it was the custom for the priests, and 
even for the quiet and ascetic Essenes, to 
carry weapons when travelling. Chrysos- 
tom gives a curious explanation of the two 
swords, — that it was probable they had 
knives to cut up the Paschal lamb. This 
certainly agrees with the number of the 
disciples sent to get ready the Passover : 
but it has nothing else to recommend it. 
They exhibit their swords, misunderstand- 
ing His words, and supposing them to 
apply to that night. Our Lord breaks off 
the matter with It is enough,~not ‘ they 
are sufficient;^ — but, It is well, — we are 
sufficiently provided — ‘ it was not to this 
that My words referred.’ The rebuke is 
parallel with, though milder than, the one 
in Mark viii. 17, — as the misunderstanding 
was somewhat similar. 
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ych. xxi. 87. And he came out, and ^ went, as he was wont, to the 
2 18. mount of Olives ; and his disciples also followed him. ^ *And 

when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation. And he was withdrawn from 
them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down and prayed, 
saying, Father, if thou be ^ willing ^ remove this cup from 
nevertheless ®not my will, but thine, be done, 
b Matt. iv. 11. 43 i^c there appeared ^ an angel unto him from heaven, 
cJohnxib 27 . strengthening him. ^ And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly : and his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground.] And when he 
rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he 
found them sleeping for sorrow, and said unto them, 
dvor. 4 o. Why sleep ye ? rise and ^ pray, lest ye enter into tempta- 
tion. 


^ render, willing to remove. 

C verses 43, 44 are omitted in some of our oldest MSS., hut contained in others, and 
in the most ancient versions. See the testimonies of the Fathers in my Qr, Test. 


39 — 46.] Christ’s agony at the 
Mount of Olives. Matt. xxvi. 36 — 46. 
Mark xiv. 32 — 42. John xviii. 1. For all 
comment on the general narrative, see 
notes on Matthew. Our account is com- 
pendious, Cvimbines the three prayers of 
our Lord into one, and makes no mention 
of the Three Ajxisyes being taken apart 
from the rest. On the other hand it in- 
serts the very important additional details 
of vv. 43, 41, besides the particularity of 
vcr. 41, ** about a stone's cast/^ 

42J The sentence is broken oft* at me . . . 
If Thou be willing ; — let it be so. The A. V. 
is not a correct reading in grammar. 

43.] With the early and weighty evidence 
cited in my Gr. Test, in favour of verses 
43, 44', it is impossible that they should 
have been an apocryphal insertion. Tlie 
passage was perhaps expunged by the 
orthodox, who imagined they found in it 
an inconsistency with the divine nature 
of our Lord. We have reason to be thank- 
ful, that orthodoxy has been better under- 
stood since. The strengthening by means 
of the angel is physical — and the appear- 
ance likewise. It is strange how Olshausen 
can have so far deceived himself as to 
imagine that appeared unto him can 
imply a merely inward and spiiitual acces- 
sion of strength from above. It is strange 
likewise that the analogy of the ministra- 
tion of angels in the I^ord’s former tempta- 
tion should not have occurred to those 
modern Commentators who have objected 


to this circumstance as improbable. 

This strengthening probably took place be- 
tween the first and the second prayer ', — 
and the eft’ect of it is, that He prayed more 
earnestly, ver. 44, and arrived at the en- 
tire resignation expressed in the second and 
third prayer of St. Matthew’s narrative. 

44.] The intention of the Evan- 
gelist seems clearly to be, to convey the 
idea that the sweat was (not fell like, but 
was') like drops of blood; — \,o, coloured 
with blood , — for so I understand the as it 
were, as just distinguishing the drops 
highly coloured with blood, from pure 
blood. Aristotle, speaking of certain mor- 
bid states of the blood, says, ‘^when the 
blood is watery, grievous disease ensues: 
for it becomes serous and milky, to such 
an extent that some have been known to 
perspire a bloody sweat.** To suppose that 
it only fell like drops of blood (why not 
drops of any thing else ? and drops of 
blood from what, and where 1) is to nullify 
the force of the sentence. We must 
not forget, in asking on what testimony 
this rests, that the marks of such drops 
would be visible after the termination of 
the agony. An interesting examj^ of a 
sweat of blood under circumstances of 
strong terror, accompanied by loss of 
speech, is cited in the Medical Gazette for 
December, 1848. It occurred in the case 
of certain Norwegian sailors in a tre- 
mendous storm. 45.] for sorrow — 
the eflect of anxiety and watching. The 
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^7 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he 
that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, 
and drew* near untcx Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus said 
unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss g When they which were about him saw what 
would follow, they «aid unto him. Lord, shall we smite 
with the sword ? And one of them smote the servant 
of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus 
answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched 
his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said imto the chief 
priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which 
were come to him. Be ye come out, as against a thief, with 
swords and staves ? When I was daily with you in the 
temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me : but this ® ^ = 

is your hour, and the power of darkness. 

Then took they him, and led him, and brought him 
into the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off. 

And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the 


words ma^ possibly express an inference 
of the Evangelist : but 1 would rather 
understand them as exactly describing the 
cause of their sleeping. 

47 — 53.] Betraial and apprehen- 
sion OF Jesus. Matt. xxvi. 47—56. 
Mark xiv. 43 — 52. John xviii. 2 — 11. 
Our narrative is here distinguished even 
more than before by minute and striking 
details (see on the whole the notes to 
Matthew). The first of these is the 
address to Judas ver. 4-8, calling the 
traitor by name, and setting before him 
the whole magnitude of his crime in the 
very words in which the treason had 
lately (Matthew, ver. 45 : Mark, ver. 41) 
and so often (Matt. xxvi. 2 ; xx. 18 ; xvii. 
22) been announced. Another is in 
ver. 49, where the disciples seeing what 
would follow, ask. Lord, shall we smite 
with the sword ? which question refers to, 
and is the filling up of their misunder- 
standing of our Lord in ver. 38. 

Again ver. 51 is peculiar to Luke. 

61.] Suffer ye tius far I understand as 
addressed, not to the disciples, but to the 
multitude, or rather to those who were 
holding JETm,-— His hands were held, — 
and He says, Suffer, permit me, thus far : 
i. e. to touch the ear of the wounded per- 
son. If this interpretation be correct, it 
furnishes an additional token of the truth- 
fulness of our narrative ; for the previous 
laying hold of Jesus has not been men- 
tioned here, but in Matthew (ver. 50) and 
Mark (ver. 46). 63.] There is an 

VoL. 1. 


important addition here to the other re- 
ports of our Lord’s speech; — but this is 
your hour, and the power of darkness. 
It stands here instead of the declaration 
that this was done that the^ Scriptures 
might he fulfilled (Matthew, ver. 56 : 
Mark, ver. 49). The inner sense of those 
words is indeed implied here — but we can- 
not venture to say that our report is of 
the same saying. Our Lord here 

distinguishes between the power exercised 
over Him by meny and that by the JEvil 
One : — but so as to make the power 
which rules over them to be that of dark- 
ness — while His own assertion of this 
shews that all was by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God. In 
the word darkness there is also an allusion 
to the time — midnight. Compare with 
this declaration of the power of darkness 
over Him, the declaration, in ch. iv. 13, 
that the devil left Him **for a season” 

64.] Matt. xxvi. 57. Mark xiv. 53. 
John xviii. 13. Our narrative leaves it 
undecided who this high priest was, inas- 
much as, ch. iii. 2, Annas and Caiaphas 
are mentioned as high priests. From St. 
John we find that it was Annas; who 
having questioned Jesus, sent Him bound 
to Caiaphas, before whom His trial took 
place. St. Luke omits this trial alto- 
gether — or perhaps gives the substance of 
it in the account (vv. 66—71) of the 
morning assembly of the Sanliedrim. See 
notes on Matthew. 

56—62.] Peter’s three denials of 
F F 
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hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among 
them, But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by 
^ the fire, and earnestly looked upon \im, and feid, This 
man was also with him. ^7 And he denied [® him], saying. 
Woman, I know him not. And after a little yhile 
another saw him, and said, Thou art .also of them. And 
Peter said, Man, I am not. And about the space of one 
hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth 
this ^fellow also was with him : for he. is a Galilaean. 

And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. 
And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 

And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said 
unto him. Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 

And the men that held & Jem^ mocked him, and 
smote him. And when they had blindfolded him, they 
struck him on the face, and] asked him, saying, Prophesy, 
who is it that smote thee ? And many other things 
fAc^siT 2 fi blasphemously spake they against him. 
see Actsixii. 66 ^nd as soon as it was day, ^ ^ the elders of the people and 

^ literally f the light. So also Mark xiv. 54 : hut see note here. 

® omitted by some ancient authorities. ^ better, man I not expressed 

in the original. * fii read, him. ^ omitted by many ancient authorities. 

i render, the assembly of the elders of the people, chief priests and 
scribes : see note, 

Jestjs. Matt. xxvi. 69 — 75. Mark xiv. 63 — 65 .] He is mocked. St. Luke 
00 — 72. John xviii. 17, 18, 25—27. See does not, as some Commentators say, place 
throughout, table and notes in Matthew, this mocking before the trial in Caiaphas’s 
56 .] The word light here seems to be house, but in the same place as Matthew, 
used as accounting for the words beholding vv. 67, 68, and Mark ver. 65, viz. after 
him : not so in Mark xiv. 54, where it is what happened there. The trial he omits 
merely “ he warmed himself at the light** altogether, having found no report of it. 

58 . another (masculine) ] In Mat- How those who take this view of St. Luke’s 
thew it is feminine,— in Mark, the maid, arrangement can yet suppose him to have 
61 .] See extract from Robinson’s had Matthew and Mark before him while 
notes on Matthew ver. 69. If, as there writing, I am wholly at a loss to conceive, 
supposed, the trial was going on in an open 66 — 71.] Hearing before the coun- 

chamber looking on the court, the look CIL. (Probably) Matt, xxvii. 1. Mark 
might well have been given from a con- xiv. 1. It seems probable that St. Luke 
siderable distance. We need not enquire, here gives us an account of a second and 
how our Lord could hear what was going formal judgment held in the morning. The 
on round the fire in the court, as some similarity of the things said at the two 
Commentators have done. But even w^ere hearings may be accounted for by reinem- 
Buch an enquiry necessary, I see no diffi- bering that they were both more or less 
culty in answering it. The anathemas of formal processes in legal courts, one the 
Peter, spoken to those who stood by with precognition, the other the decision, at 
vehemence, and the crowing of the cock, — which the things said before would be 
were not these audible ? But our Lord likely to be nearly repeated. 66. at 
needed not these to attract Bis attention. sopn as it was day] Some trace of a meet- 
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the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him 
into their council, saying, k Christ ? tell us. 

And he s*aid unto them, If I tell you, ye wiU not believe : 

and if I also ask you, ye will not answer me[l, nor let 
me go]. Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the 

right hand of the power of God. 70 Then said they all. 
Art thou then the Son of God ? And he said unto them. 
Ye say that I am. 7i And they said. What need we any 
further witness ? for we ourselves have heard of his own 
mouth. 

XXIII. 1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and 
led him unto Pilate. ^ And they began ‘ to accuse him, 
saying, We found this ^fellow “perverting ^ the nation, 
and ^ forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he 

^ render. If thou art the Christ, tell us. 

^ omitted, hy some ancient authorities. 

^ render, From this time : or. Henceforth. 

^ not expressed in the original. Better, man. 

® read, with almost all the most ancient authorities, OUT. 


ing of the Sanhedrim after daylight I be- 
lieve our Evangelist to have found, see 
Matt, xxvii. 1 — and to have therefore re- 
lated as then happening, the following 
account of what really took place at the 
former meeting. 67.] First, before 

this enquiry, took place the witness'* re- 
ferred to in ver. 71 j and the pcwson who 
said this was the high priest, and with an 
adjuration, Matthew, ver. 63. The render- 
ing in the margin is the most natural and 
correct : If thou art (not if thou be) the 
Christ, tell us. The others, ^ Tell us 
whether thou he the Christ and, ‘ Art 
thou the Christ ? tell us,' are forced and 
unusual renderings of the original. 

68.] I believe these words to have been 
said as a formal protest on the part of our 
Lord against the spirit and tendency of 
the question asked Him, before He gives 
an answer to it ; and as such, they form 
an original and most valuable feature in 
the report. — ‘ It is with no view to examine 
and believe, that you ask this question: 
nor, wexe I to attempt to educe from your 
own mouths my innocence, tcould you 
answer Me [or release Me\ I am well 
(mare of the intention of this question i 
BUT (Matthew, ver. 64) the time is come 
for the confession to he made : — HeuOQ- 
forth kc,.' 69.] On henceforth, see 

notes on Matthew. The words ** sit on 
the right hand of power” are common to 
all Three ; only St. Ljuke adds cf Qod” 


70. ] We find here, and it is worth 

observing, the Son of God usetl as synony- 
mous with the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of the power of God, i. e. with 
the glorified Messiah. On Ye say that 
I am see note Matthew, ver. 61. 

71. ] How would it have been pos- 
sible that these words should have been 
said, if no witness” had been brought 
forward at this examination, and if the 
very same question had been asked at the 
termination of the former one ? 

Chap. XXIII. 1—6.] He is accused 
BEFOEE Pilate. Matt, xxvii. 2, 11—14. 
Mark xv. 1 — 5. John xviii. 28 — 38. Our 
account, not entering at length into the 
words said, gives a particular and original 
narrative of the things transacted at this 
interview. 2.] This charge was in- 
tended to represent the result of their 
previous judgment, we found ; — whereas, 
in fact, no such matter had been before 
them: but they falsely allege it before 
Pilate, knowing that it was the point on 
which his judgment was likely to be most 
severe. The words themselves which they 
use are not so false, as the spirit, and im- 
pression which they convey. The forbid- 
ding to give tribute to Ceesar was, how- 
ever, entirely (see ch. xx. 22 ft “.) ; and 
is just one of those instances where those 
who are determined to effect their pur- 
pose by falsehood, do so, in spite of the 
fact having been precisely the contrary to 



436 


ST. LUKE. 


XXIII. 


ciTim.vi.is. himself is Christ a King. And Pilate asked him, 
saying, Art thou the King of the Jews ? And he answered 
him and said, Thou sayest it. ^ Then said Pilate to the 
d 1 Pet. ii. 23. chief priests and to the V people, ^ I find no fault in this 
man. ^ And they were the more fierce, saying,^ He 
stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all ^ Jewry, 
beginning from Galilee to this place. ® When Pilate 
heard of Galilee], he asked whether the man were a 
Galilaean. 7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged 
eoh.iii.i. -onto ® Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who 
himself also was at J erusalem at that time. ® And when 
fch.ix.9. Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for ^he was 
ffMfttt.xiv.i. desirous to see him of along season, because ^ he had heard 
[® mau^ thingsl of him ; and he hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him. ® Then he questioned with him in 
many words ; but he answered him nothing. And the 

P render, multitudes. ^ in the original, Judsea. 

^ omitted hy some ancient authorities, 

® omitted hy many most ancient authorities. 


that which tliey assert. 8.] This 

question is related in all four Gospels. 
Hut in John the answer is widely different 
from the distinct affirmation in the other 
three, amounting perhaps to it in sub- 
stance —at all eveifts affirming that He 
was ‘a King’ — which was the form of their 
charge. I believe therefore that the Three 
give merely the general import of the Lord’s 
answer, which St. John relates in full. It 
is hardly ])ossible, if J esus hud affirmed the 
fact so strongly and barely as the Three 
relate it, that Pilate should have made the 
avowal in vcr. 4 — which St. John com- 
pletely explains. 4.] The preceding 

question had been asked within the prae- 
torium — a fact which our Narrator does not 
adduce, — representing the whole as a con- 
tinuous conversation in presence of the 
Jews ; see John, ver. 38. We may remark 
(and on this see Matthew, ver. 18 ; Mark, 
ver. 10) that Pilate must have known well 
that a man who had really done that, 
whereof Jesus was accused, would be no 
such object of hatred to the Sanhedrim, 
This knowledge was doubtless accompanied 
(as the above-cited verses imply) with a 
previous acquaintance with some of the 
sayings and doings of Jesus, trom which 
Pilate had probably formed his own opi- 
nion that He was no such King as His 
foes would represent Him. This is now 
confirmed by His own words (as related by 
St. John); and Pilate wishes to dismiss 


Him, finding no fault in Him. 5.] 

Possibly they thought of the matter men- 
tioned ch. xiii. 1, in introducing Galileo 
into their charge. The opening words may 
mean, they strengthened, redoubled, the 
charge— or perhaps, they became urgent, 
they were the more fierce, as in text. 

6—12.] He is bent to Hekod, and 

BY HIM itETUENED TO PiLATE. Pecu- 
liar to Luke; see remarks on ver. 12. 
Pilate, conscious that he must either do 
the duty of an upright judge and offend 
the Jews, or sacrifice his duty to his popu- 
larity, first attempts to get rid of the 
matter altogether by sending his prisoner 
to Herod, on occasion of this word Galilee, 
This was Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee 
and Persea (see ch. iii. 1 and note on Matt, 
xiv. 1), who had come up to keep the feast. 

7. he Bent] or remitted him, to 
Herod. Grotius observes that this was the 
regular practice among the Romans, to re~ 
mil a criminal to the ruler or judge of the 
district in which his crime was alleged to 
have been committed. 8 , 9 .] The 

reason of our Lord’s silence is sufficiently 
shewn, in the account of Herod’s feelings 
at seeing Him. He would not use His dis- 
courses or His miracles for liberating Him- 
self from death, any more than He did for 
ostentation, or to gratify the curiosity of 
men. 10.] The accusations, of worldly 
Jcingship and of blasphemy, would probably 
be here united, os Herod was a Jew, and 
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chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused 
him. i^^And Herod with his men of war set him at 
nought, tod mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous 
robe, and sent him again to Pilate. And the same day 
^ Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before 17.27. 
they were at enmitj^ between themselves. 

13 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 
priests and the rulers and the people, said unto them, 

^ Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that pervert- kw.1,2. 
eth the people: and, behold, ^I, having examined himi^er-^- 
before you, have found no fault in this man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse him : i® ^q, nor yet Herod : for 
I sent you to him ; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is 
done ^ unto him, i® I wiU therefore chastise him, and 
release him. [^^For of necessity he must release one 
unto them at the feast.] i® And ™they cried out all at m Acts iu. u. 

^ render^ by him. 

^ omitted hy most of the ancient authorities^ hut contained in some most ancient 
versi,ons. 


able to appreciate the latter. 11.] his 
men of war are the hody-guard in attend-^ 
ance upon Serod. a gorgeous robe] 

Variously interpreted : — either purple^ as 
befitting a king, — and why should this not 
be the very scarlet rohe*^ afterwards 
used by Pilate’s soldiers (Matt, xxvii, 28 ; 

purple rohCf^ John xix. - ox white, 
as the word rendered bright ” is under- 
stood by some (but see note). Acts x. 30. 

12.] The cause of the quarrel is 
uncertain ; apparently something concern- 
ing Herod’s power of jurisdiction, which 
was conceded by Pilate in this sending 
Jesus to him, and again waived by Herod 
in sending Him back again. From chap, 
xiii. 1, Pilate apjiears to have encroached 
on that jurisdiction. The remarks 
of some Commentators about their uniting 
in enmity against Christ, arc quite beside 
the purpose. The present feeling of Hlate 
was any thing but hostile to the person of 
Christ; and Herod, by his treatment of 
Him, shews that he thought Him beneath 
his judicial notice. This remission of 

Jesus to Herod seems not to have been in 
the possession of either of the other three 
Evangelists. It is worthy of notice that 
they all relate the mocking by the soldiers 
of Pilate, which St. Luke omits, whereas 
he gives it as taking place before Herod. 
This is one of the very few cases where the 
nature of the history shews that both hap- 
pened, * Let the student ask himself, 


How could St. John, if he composed his 
Gospel with that of St. Luke before him, 
have here given us a narrative in which so 
important a fact as this is not*only not re- 
lated, but absolutely cannot find any place 
of insertion 1 Its reed place is after John 
ver. 38; — but obviously nothing was fur- 
ther from the mind of that Evangelist, for he 
represents Pilate as s})eaking continuously. 

13 — 25.] Fukther hearing before 
Pilate, who strives to release Him, 

BUT ULTIMATELY YIELDS TO THE JeWS. 

Matt, xxvii, 15 — 26. Mark xv. 6—15. 
John xviii. 39, 40. Our account, while 
entirely distinct in form from the others, 
is in substance nearly allied to them. In 
a few iK)iiit8 it approaches John very 
nearly, compare ver. 18 with John ver. 40, 
also ver. 17 with John ver. 39. The 

second declaration of our Lord’s innocence 
by Ifilate is in St, John’s account united 
with the first, ver. 38. In the three first 
Gospels, as asserted in our ver. 14, the 
questioning takes place in the presence of 
the Jews: not so, however, in John (see 
xviii. 28). 15.] Not as A.V., is done 

unto him, but is done by him : meaning, 
such is the issue of Her(^’s judgment ; 1 
assume that he has thus decided, 

16.] Here, as Bengel observes, Pilate be- 
gins to shew culpable weakness in yielding 
to the Jews. If there be no fault in Him, 
why should He be corrected ai all 1 — the 
Jews perceive their advantage, and/row 



438 


ST. LUKE. 


XZIII. 


once, saying, Away with this man, and release unto us 
Barabbas : who for a certain sedition made in the city, 

and for murder, was cast into prison. ^ Pilate Vherefore, 
willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. But they 
cried, saying. Crucify him, crucify him. And he^ said 
unto them the third time. Why, what»>evil hath he done ? 
I have found no cause of death in him : I will therefore 
chastise him, and let him go. And they were * instant 
with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. 
And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed, 
n Exod. ixiii. 24 ^nd “ Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they 
required. ^5 released unto them him that for 

sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom they had 
desired ; but he delivered Jesus to their will. And as 
they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a 
Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they 
laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. And 
there followed him a great company of people ^ and of 
women, which also'] bewailed and lamented him. But 
Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, 
oHeb.xu. 2 . 0 weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 

* ^ i.e, urgent. y render ^ the people. 2 


this moment follomit up. 25. him 

that for Boditlon and murder was cast 
into prison] The description is inserted 
for the sake of contrast j — see Acts iii. 14. 
St. Luke omits the scourging and mocking 
of Jesus. It is just possible that he might 
have omitted the mocking, because he had 
related a similar incident before Herod ; 
but how shall we say this of the scourging, 
if he had seen any narratives which con- 
tained it ? If St. Luke had had any mate- 
rials wherewith to fill up the break be- 
tween verses 25 and 26, I have no doubt 
he would have done so. 

26—33.] He is led foeth to Crit- 
CiFixiON. Matt, xxvii. 31 — 34. Mark 
XV. 20—23. John xix. 16, 17. Our ac- 
count is an original one— containing the 
affecting narrative, vv. 27—32, peculiar 
to itself. 26. coming out of the 

country^ See on Mark. after Jesus 
is peculiar to Luke, and a note of ac- 
curacy. 27.] These were not the 

women who hod followed Him from 
Galilee, but the ordinary crowd collected 
in the streets on such occasions, and 
consisting, as is usually the case (and espe- 
cially at an execution), principally of 
women. Their weeping appears to have 


been of that kind of well-meant sympathy 
which is excited by an aftecting sight, 
such as that of any innocent person deli- 
vered to so cruel a death. This description 
need not of course exclude many who may 
have wept from deeper and more personal 
motives, as having heard Him teach, or 
received some benefit of healing from Him, 
or the like. 28.] turning unto them — 

after He was relieved from the burden of 
the cross. This word comes from an eye- 
witness. for me — His future course 
was not one to be bewailed — see especially 
on this saying, Heb. xii. 2, — who for the 
joy set before Sim endured the crosSy de- 
spising the shame. Nor again were His 
sacred sufierings a mere popular tragedy 
for street-bewailing; the sinners should 
weep for themselves, not for Svm. 
for yourselves, and for your children . . . 
— see Matthew ver. 25, where the people 
called down the vengeance of His blood on 
themselves *^and upon our children.^* Mamy 
of those who now bewailed Sim perished 
in the siege of Jerusalem. Those who now 
were young wives, would not be more than 
sixty when (a.d. 70) the city was taken. 
But to thmr children more especially be- 
longed the miseries of which the Lord here 
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children. p For, behold, the days are coining, in the p h^’ 

which they shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave 
suck, so q Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, qisA.ii.io. 
Fall^on us ; and to the hills, Cover us. si f For if they do 
these things a 4/reen tree^ what shall he done jen«v.*9. 

32 8 ^^ there were also two Mother, malefactors, fpetiivi?' 
led with him to be put to death. S 3 when they were 
come to the pl^ce, which is called ® Calvary ^ there they 
crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left. S 4 ? Then said Jesus, Father, 


* render, to the green tree. 

® render, tO the dry. ^ letter, 

speaks. 29. the days are coxni^] 

Between this and then, would be time 
for that effectual weeping, which might 
save both themselves and their children ; — 
see Acts ii. 37, 38,— but of which few 
availed themselves. These few are re- 
markably hinted at in the change to the 
third person, which excludes them — they 
shall say, i. e. not ‘ men in general,^ nor 
‘ My enemies,^ but ‘ the impenitent among 
you,— those who weep merely tears of idle 
sympathy for Me, and none of repentance 
for themselves ; — those who are in Jeru- 
Salem and its misery, which My disciples 
will not he* On the saying itself, 

compare the whole of Hosea ix., especially 
vv. 12 — 16. 30.] This is cited from 

the next chapter of Hosea (x. 8). It was 
partially and primarily accomplished, when 
multitudes of the Jews towards the end of 
the siege sought to escape death by hiding 
themselves in the subterranean passages 
and sewers under the city, as related by 
Josephus: wdio adds that more than two 
thousand were found dead in these hiding- 
places, beside those who were detected 
there and killed. . . . But the words are 
too solemn, and too often used in a more 
awful connexion, for a further meaning to 
escape our notice : see Isa. ii. 10, 19, 21, 
and Rev. vi. 16, where is the striking ex- 
pression ^ffrom the wrath of the Lamb ” — 
of Him who now was the victim about to 
be offered. And the whole warning — as 
every other respecting the destruction of 
Jerusalem — looks through the type to the 
antitype, the great day of His wrath. 
2^ow, the days are coming — then “the 
great day of Mis wrath is come,” Rev. vi. 
17. It is interesting to sec how often 
David, who had passed so long in liidiiig 
among the rocks of the wilderness from 
Saul, calls the Lord his Rock (see Bs. xviii. 


° render, must. 
others. ® render, a skuU. 

2, 46; xlii. 9, &c.). They who have this 
defence, will not need to call on the rocks 
to hide them. 31.] This verse — the 
solemn close of our hordes teaching on 
earth — compares His own sufferings with 
that awful judgment which shall in the 
end overtake sinners, the unrepentant 
human kind — the dry tree. These things 
— were o judgment on sin; — He lore our 
sins i — He, — the vine, the green tree, the 
fruit-bearing tree, — of Whom His people 
are the branches,— if He, if they in Him 
and in themselves, are so tri^ted, so tried 
with sufferings,— shall become of 
them who are cast fgrth as a branch and 
are withered t Read 1 Peter iv. 12 — 18 ; 
— ver. 18 is a paraphrase of our text. 
TheophylacPs comment is excellent : “ If 
they do these things to Me, fruitful and 
ever-flourishing and immortal from my 
Godhead, what will happen to you, un- 
ft’uitful, and void of all life-giving righte- 
ousness ? ” — The explanations which make 
the green tree mean the young, and the 
dry, the old, — or the green tree mean the 
women comparatively innocent, the dry, 
the guilty, at the destruction of Jerusalem, 
— seem to me unworthy of the place which 
the words hold, though the latter agrees 
with the symbolism of Ezek. xx. 47, com- 
pared with xxi. 4. 32.] Two other, 

malefactors, do not go together, see ch. x. 
1 and note; — the comma usually placed 
after two in the A. V. is right. The best 
translation is, two others, malefactors. 

33__49j The Ckucifixion, mock- 

INa, LAST WORDS, AND DEATH OF JeSUS. 

Matt, xxvii. 35 — 50. Mark xv. 2'! — 37. 
John xix. 18 — 30; with however some 
particulars inserted which appar later in 
the other gosj>els. 34.] S^keii ap- 

parently dtinng the act of the crucifixion, or 
inimediately that the crosses were set up. 
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‘ ‘forgive them ; for “they know not what they ^do. And 

icor.lv. u, parted his raiment, and cast lots, » the people 

uActHiil.l 7 . . T111T 1-11 1 T r •» i ti 

^zech'^xii^w beholding. And the rulers also \%with mc7n] de- 

rided him, saying, He saved others ; let him save himself, 
if he be ^ Christ, the chosen of God, And the soldiers 
also mocked him, coming to him, and q^ering him vinegar, 
and saying. If thou be the king of the Jews, save 

^ or, are doing. fif omit 

^ the reading is uncertain. The best of our most ancient authorities have, the 


Christ of God, the chosen : see note 

Kow first, in the fullest sense, from the 
wounds in His Hands and Feet, is His 
Blood shed, for the forgiveness of sins 
(Matt. xxvi. 28), and He inaugurates His 
iiitercessional office by a prayer for His 
murderers — “ forgive them.’* This also is 
a fulfilment of Scripture, Isa. liii. 12, — 
where the contents of our verses 33, 31 
are remarkably pointed out. His 

teaching ended at ver. 31. His High 
Priesthood is now begun. His first three 
sayings on the Cross are for others: see 
ver. 43 : John xix. 26, 27. Father] 

He is the 8on of Ood, and Ho speaks in 
the fulness of this covenant relation, — 

“ I knew that Thou always hearest Me :** 
— it is not merely a grayer — but the prayer 
of the Great ^Intercessor, which is always 
heard. Notice that even on the Cross, 
there is no alicnatioc, no wrath of con- 
demnation, between the Father and the 
Son. forgive them] Who are here 

intended ? Doubtless, first and directly, 
the four soldiers, whose work it had been 
to crucify Him. The words they know 
not what they are doing point directly at 
this : and it is surely a mistake to sup- 
pose that they wanted no forgiveness, 
because they were merely doing their duty. 
Stier remarks, “ This is only a misleading 
fallacy, for they were sinners even as 
others, and their obedient and unsuspect- 
ing performance of their duty was not 
without a sinful pleasure in doing it, or 
at all events formed part of their entire 
standing as sinners, included in that sin 
of the worldy to which the Lord here 
ascribes His Crucifixion.^^ But not only 
to them, but to them as the represen- 
tatives of that sin of the world, does 
this prayer apply. The persons pointed 
at by they are all mankind , — the Jewish 
nation, as the next moving agent in His 
death,— but all of us, inasmuch as for our 
sins He was bruised. for they know 

not what they do, primarily, as before, 
spoken of the soldiers , — then of the 
council, who delivered Him up, see John 


xi. 49, “ye know nothing,"^— then of all, 
whose sin is from lack of knowledge of the 
truth, of what sin is, and what it has 
done—ewQn the crucifixion of the Lord. 
But certainly from this intercession is 
excluded that one sin — strikingly brought 
out by the passage thus cited as com- 
mitted by him who said it, viz. Caiaphas, 
— and hinted at again by our Lord, John 
xix. 11 — and perhaps also by the awful 
answer Matt. xxvi. 64, — ‘thou saidst it * — 
viz. in prophecy, John xi. 49; see also 
Matt. xxvi. 25, —and on the sin alluded to. 
Matt. xii. 31 : 1 John v. 16. Observe 
that between the two members of this 
prayer lies the work of the Spirit leading 
to repentance — the prayer that they may 
have their eyes opened, and know what 
they have done : which is the necessary 
subjective condition of forgiveness of sins, 
see 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. 36.] The 

insults of the people are by no means ex- 
cluded, even if the words with them be 
omitted: nay they are implied, by the 
and .... also which follows in the next 
verse. To find a discrepancy with Mat- 
thew and Mark here, is surely unfair: — 
the pcople^s standing looking on, does 
not describe their mind towards Jesus : 
St. Luke reports no more than he had 
before him : and the inference may be 
drawn that those whom he has related to 
have cried out an hour ago, ‘ Crucify him,* 
— would not have stood by in silence. 

On ver. 4S, see note there. the rulers 
are the chief priests and members of the 
Sanhedrim, Matthew, ver. 41. The 

concluding words may be rendered either 
(see the reading in the margin) the Christ 
of Ood, His elect one, — or, the elect Christ 
of God. 1 prefer the former : but either 
way, the Christ of God must be taken to- 
gether. 86.] A different incident from 
that related in Matthew, ver. 48 ; Mark, 
ver. 36; John, vv. 28, 29. It was about 
the time of the mid-day meal of the 
soldiers,— and they in mockery offered Him 
tljeir pQSQf^ or Popr wine, to drink with 
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thyself. ^nd a superscription also was written over 
him [i in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew], This 
is the Ktng of the Jews. 

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed 
on Ijjim, saying, ^ If tJwu be Christ, save thyself and us. 

^ But the other answering rebuked him, saying, ^ Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation ? 

And we indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds : but this man hath done nothing amiss. And 
^he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest ^ into thy kingdom. ^3 Jesus said unto him, 

Verily I say unto thee. To day shalt thou be with me in 

^ omitted by some of the most ancient authorities^ 

^ the most ancient authorities hare^ Art not thou the Christ ? 

1 render^ Dost thou also not. 

the most ancient authorities ready he said, Jesus, remember me. . . 
render y in. 

them. 38.] See on Matthew, ver. 37. dom, in which the ancient Fathers w^ere 
over him, on the projecting up- to rise, &c., — with the conviction, that 
right beam of the cross. 39 — 43.] Jesus is the Messiah, What is really 
Peculiar to Luke. St. Matthew and St. astounding, is the power and strength of 
Mark have merely a general and less pre- that faith, which, amidst shame and pain 
cise report of the same incident. All and mockery, could thus lift itself to the 
were now mocking ; the soldiers, the rulers, apprehension of the Crucified as this King, 
the mob : — and the evil-minded thief, per- This thief would fill a conspfcuous place in 
haps out of bravado before the crowd, a list of the triumphs of faith supple- 
puts in his scoff also. 40.] Bengel mentary to Heb, xi^ in thy king- 

supports the notion that this penitent dom] The A. V., following the Latin Vul- 
thief was a Oentile. But surely this is an gate (so also Luther), renders this “ into 
unwarranted assumption. What should a thy Tcingdomf which is a sad mistake, 
Gentile know of Paradise, or of the king- as it destroys the force of the expression, 
dom of the Messiah as about to come ? It is in thy kingdom — with thy king- 
The silence of the penitent is broken dom, so “ shall come in Sis glory** Matt, 
by the us of the other compromising him xxv. 31, which we (A. V.) have translated 
in the scoft’. also alludes to the mul- rightly. The above mistake entirely loses 

titude — Dost thou too not fear Godi (as the solemn sense of comest — making it 
thou oughtest to do) seeing that .... merely ^comest into* just as we say to 
41. we] He classes himself with ** come into** an estate: whereas it is the 
the other in condemnation, but not in his chief word in the clause, and “ in Thy 
prayer afterwards, amiss] literally kingdom** its qualification, at thy coming 

unseemly, This is a remarkable testi- in thy kingdom. It will be seen 

mony to the innocence of Jesus from one that there is no necessity for supi)Osing 
who was probably executed for his share the man to have been a discipUy as some 
in those very tumults which He was ac- have done. It is remarkable how, 

cused of having excited. 42.] The in three following sayings, the Lord ap- 

thief had heard of the announcements pears as Prophet, Priest, and King : as 
which Jesus had made, — or at all events TrophetyXo^h^ daughters of Jerusalem ^ — 
of the popular rumour concerning his as Priesty interceding for forgiveness; — 
Kingdom. His faith lays hold on the as Kingy acknowledged by the penitent 
truth that this is the King of the Jews thief, and answering his prayer, 
in a higher and immortal sense. There 43. Verily I say unto thee . . . .] The 
is nothing so astounding in this man's Lord surpasses his prayer in the answer; 
faith dogmatically considered, as has been the verily I say unto theCy to day, is the 
thought ; he merely joins the common reply to the uncertain “ when {whenso^ 
belief of the Jews of a Messianic King- ever)** of the thief. To day] i. e. 
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paradise. ^ And it was about tbe sixth hour, and there 
was a darkness oyer all the earth until the ninth hour. 

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple 
was rent in the midst. ^ And when Jesus had cried with 
wPs.rxxi.s. aloud Yoice, he said, ^Father, into thy hands I ® com- 

0 better, deliver up. 


this day : before the close of this natural 
day. The attempt to join it with I say 
unto thee (“ J say unto thee this day**), 
considering that it not only violates com- 
mon sense, but destroys the force of our 
Lord’s promise, is surely something worse 
than silly ; see below. shalt thou be 

with me can bear no other meaning than 
the ordinary sense of the words, ‘I shall 
be in Paradise, and thou with Me.’ 
in paradise] On these words rests the 
whole explanation of the saying. What 
is this Paeadise ? The word is used of 
the garden of Eden by the LXX, Gen. 

ii. 8, &c., and subsequently became, in the 
Jewish theology, the name for that part 
of Hades, the abode of the dead, w'here 
the souls of the righteous await the resur- 
rection. It was also the name for a 
supernal or heavenly abode, see 2 Cor. 
xii. 4 ; Eev. ii. 7, which are the only other 
places in which it occurs in the New 
Testament. The former of these is, I 
believe, here jSiVimarily to be understood ; — 
but only as introductory, and, that imme- 
diately, to the latten, By the death of 
Christ only was Paradise first opened, in 
the true sense of the word. He Himself, 
when speaking of Lazarus (ch. xvi. 22), 
does not place him in Paradise, but in 
Abraham’s bosom — in that place which 
the Jews called Paradise, but by an anti- 
cipation which our Lord did not sanction. 
I believe the matter to have been thus. 
Our Lord spoke to the thief so as He 
knew the thief would understand Him ; 
but He spoke with a fuller and more 
blessed meaning than he could understand 
then. For that day, on that very evening, 
was ‘Paradise’ truly ‘regained:’ — opened 
by the death of Christ. We know (1 Pet. 

iii. 18, 19, where see note j iv. 6) that our 
Lord went down into the depths of death, 
— announced His triumph — (for His death 
was His triumph) to the imprisoned 
spirits, — and in that moment — for change 
of state, to the disembodied, is possibly all 
that change of place implies— they per- 
haps were in tbe Paradise of God, — in the 
blessed heavenly place, implied by the 
word, 2 Cor. xii. That this is not fulness 
of glory as yet, is evident ; — for the glori- 
fied body is not yet joined to their spirits, 
— they are not yet perfect (Heb. xi. 40) ; 


but it is a degree of bliss compared to 
which their former degree was but as im- 
risonment. This work of the Lord 

believe to have been accomplished on the 
instant of His death, and the penitent to 
have followed Him at his death — which 
took place some little time after — into the 
Paradise of God. That our Lord returned 
to take his glorified Body, was in accord- 
ance with His design, and He became 
thereby the firstfruits of the holy dead, 
who shall like Him put on the body of 
the resurrection, and be translated from 
disembodied and imperfect bliss in the 
Paradise of God, to the perfection of 
glorified humanity in His glory, and with 
Him, not in Paradise, but at God*s right 
hand. 44 — 46.] Our account is 

very short and epitomizing — containing 
however, peculiar to itself, the last word 
0 ^ our Lord on the cross. The impres- 
sion conveyed by this account, if we had 
no other, would be that the veil was rent 
before the death of Jesus ; — but the more 
detailed account of St. Matthew corrects 
this. 45.] The words the Bun was 
darkened are probably added to give so- 
lemnity to the preceding, assigning its 
reason. It can hardly be, as Meyer, that 
the earth was darkened till the ninth 
hour, and then the sun became dark also. 

46.] The use of with a loud 
voice shews that this was the cry to 
which St. Matthew and St. Mark allude. 
The words uttered are from the LXX, 
varying however from the common read- 
ing “/ will commend** and giving the 
verb in the present, which is also the ren- 
dering of the Hebrew. These words 

have in them an important and deep mean- 
ing. They accompany that, which in our 
Lord’s case was strictly speaking the act 
of death. It was His own act — not ‘ feel- 
ing the approach of death,’ as some, not 
apprehending the matter, have commented ; 
but a determinate delivering up of His 
spirit to the Father. — “He delivered up 
His spirit,** John : see John x. 18 — “ no 
man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down 
of Myself.** None of the Evangelists say 
‘ He died :* although that expression is 
ever after used of His death stated as one 
great fact: — but it is, “yielded up His 
spirit,** Matthew; “breathed His last,** 
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mend my spirit ; and having said thus, he P gave up the 
ghost, Now when the centurion saw what was done, he 
glorified God, saying. Certainly ^ this was a righteous man. 

48 And all the ^people that came together to that sight, 
hel^olding the things which ® were done, smote their breasts, 
and returned. 49^* And aU his acquaintance, and the x Ps. xixvm. 
women that ^followed him from Galilee, stood afar oflP, 
beholding these things. 

And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a 
counsellor ; and he was a good man and a just : 5i the 
same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them ; 
he was of Arimathaca, a city of the Jews: ^ who afeo y ch. 25 , sa. 
himself ~\ waited for the kingdom of God. 52 This man 
went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 53 And 
he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a 
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man 
before was laid. 54 And ^ that day was the preparation, 
and the sabbath ^ drew on. 55 And the women also. 


P rendeTy breathed his last. See on Mark xv. 37, 

^ render, this man was righteous. ^ render, multitudes. 

8 better, came to pass. ^ render, had followed. 

^ omit, ^ read and render, it WaS the ^ay of. 

^ literally, WaS dawning : see note. 


Mark, Luke j delivered up His spirit,** 
J ohn. The spirit here is the Personality 
— the human soul informed by the Spirit, 
in union : not separated, so that His soul 
went to Hades, and His spirit to the Father, 
as Olshausen thinks. Both are delivered 
into the hand of the Father; by Whom 
quickened, He worked His great victory 
over death and Hell. See again 1 Pet. 
iii. 18, 19 and notes, and Kom. viii. 10, 11. 

The latter part of the verse in 
Ps. xxxi. ‘for Thou hast redeemed me, O 
Lord, thou God of truth,* is not applicable 
here. The whole Psalm is not strictly 
prophetic, but is applied by the Lord 
to Himself. 47 — 49.] Our account, 

as. well as that of St. Mark, ascribes the 
impression made on the centurion to that 
which took place at the death of Jesus, 
— i. e. “ that He ihtts breathed His last,** 
Something in the manner and words con- 
vinced him that this man was the Son of 
God ; which expression he used doubtless 
with reference to what he had before heard, 
but especially to the words just uttered — 
“ Father, into Thy hands I coinmond my 
spirit.” St. Luke has not expressed the 
words exactly the same ; — but the A. V. has 
wrongly and ungrammatically rendered 


what he relates thej^enturiontohave said, 
and made ‘ a righteous man* (St. Luke) 
stand in the place of ‘ the Son of God * 
(St. Mark) ; — whereas the words only give 
the general sense of the persuasion of the 
centurion. Truly, this man was innocent : 
— and if innocent (nay, more, just, truth- 
ful), He was the Son of God, for He had 
asserted it. 48.] Peculiar to Luke. 

the things which came to pass are 
the darkness and other prodigies, after 
which we have no more raillery : — men’s 
tempers are changed, and we here see the 
result. smote their breasts .... a 

sign of self-accusation, at least for the 
time, — which is renewed on the preaching 
of Peter, Acts ii. 37. 49.] See on 

Matthew and Mark. 

60—68.] Burial op the body op 
Jesus by Joseph op Aeimath^a. Matt, 
xxvii. 67 — 61. Mark xv. 42—47. John 
xix. 38 — 42 : see notes on Matthew. 

61. the same had not consented . . . .] 
Peculiar to Luke. The meaning is, he 
had absented himself, and taken no part 
in their (the counciFs) determination 
against Jesus. 64.] preparation— 

‘the day before the sabbath,’— which now 
drew on (was dawning) awa^wraZ word. 
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■ oh.viii.j. * which * came with him from Galilee, followed after, and 
beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And 
they returned, and prepared spices and ointmeifts ; and 
EzExod. XX. 10. rested the sabbath day ** according to the commandment. 

XXIV. 1 Now upon the first day of the week, y ^jery 
early in the morning, they came uy.to the sepulchre, 
»oh.xxiii.66. a bringing the spices which they had prepared [, ^and cer- 
tain others with theni\ ^ And they found the stone rolled 
b ver. 88. away from the sepulchre. ^ ^ And they entered in, and 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. ^ And it came to 
c Acts i. 10. pagg^ ag ^bey were much perplexed thereabout, ® behold, 
two men ^ stood hy them in shining garments : ^ and as 
they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, 
they said unto them. Why seek ye the living among the 
dead ? ^ He is not here, but is risen : ^ remember how he 
spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 7 saying, The 
Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 
ejobnii, 22 . 8 And ® they remembered his words, ^ and returned from 


* render, had come. y literally, at deep (i. e. dusk) dawn. 

* omit. ^ render, came upon them. 


used of the ^conventional (Jewish) day 
beginning at sunset. There is no reference 
to the lighting of canCles in the evening 
or on the sabbath. Lightfoot has shewn 
that such use of the word was common 
among the Jews, who called the evening 
(the bednning) of a day. Might.* 

M.] Only Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses (* the other 
Mary,’ Matthew), — Mark. 66.] They 

bought their spices &c. in tlie short time 
before sunset. 

Chap. XXIV. 1—12.] The Women 

COMINO TO THE SEPULCHBE LEAEN THAT 

He is eisen, and announce it to the 
Apostles, but aee disbelieved. Matt, 
xxviii. 1 — 10. Mark xvi. 1 — 8. John xx. 
1 — 10: see notes on Matthew. 1.] 
at deep dawn, i. e. just beginning to dawn : 
** while it was yet dcMrJc** John, ** as it he- 
gem to dawn toward the first day of the 
week ” Matthew, and ^^very ea/rly ” Mark ; 
hut not ** when the sun h^ risen ” Mark 
also : see notes there. they came — 
the same women as those afterwards men- 
tioned (ver. 10) who told the Apostles the 
intelligence. The reference is to ch. xxiii. 
56. 'spices, which (ch. xxiii. 66) they 
had made ready before the sabbath; in 
Mark xvi. 1, had bought the evening be- 
fore, *^v)hen the sabbath was past** 


2.] This agrees with the more detailed ac- 
count in Mark and, as regards the ma- 
jority of the women, may also with that 
in Matthew : — but not as regards the two 
Maries. 4 .] The narrative does not, 
as the A. V. (“ stood hy them ”), determine 
the position of the angels. It says merely 
that tliey came upon them, or that they 
appeared to them ; the same Greek word 
is used in ch. ii. 9. On the two angels 
here, see note on Mark ver. 6 ; to which 
I will just add, that the Hurmonistie 
view, as represented by Greswell, strangely 
enough puts together the angel in Mat- 
thew, and the angel in Mark, and makes 
the two angels in Luke: see Acts i. 10. 

men — to all apiKjaranco ; the Evan- 
gelist does not mean that they were such, 
as clearly appears from what follows. 

6.] They call the Lord simply the living, 
—tom who Uveth, as addressed to the 
women ; but Olshausen’s view of a deeper 
mining in the words should be borne in 
mind ; for, as Origen truly observes, “ Life, 
in its highest sense, is His alone.” 

6, 7.] See ch. ix. 22; xviii. 32. The men- 
tion of Galilee is remarkable, as occurring 
in the angelic speeches in Matthew and 
Mark in quite another connexion. Here 
it is said to the women, as being from 
Galilee, see ch. xxiii. 66 — and meaning. 
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the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, 
and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and 
^Joanna? and Mary \ythe mother^ of James, and other 
women that were with them, which told these things unto 
the^ apostles. ^ And their words seemed to them as idle 
tales, and they be^eved them not. ® Then arose Peter ^ 
and ran unto the sepulchre ; and stooping down, he beheld 
the linen clothes laid by themselves, and ^ departed^ won- 
dering in himself at that which was come to pass. 

And, behold, two of them went that same day to a 
village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about 
threescore furlongs. I'l And they talked together of all 
these things which had happened, came to pass, 

that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus 
himself drew near, and went with them, their 

not expressed in the original. ® rendery But Peter arose. 

d rendery went away home, wondering at. 

' when he was yet with you.' 9.] See from Clopas, John xix. 25 : see note 
note on Mark ver. 8. 10.] It seems on Matt. x. 3). Who the other was, 

as if the testimony of one of the discifJes is idle to conjecture. Origen, in seve- 
who wont to Emmaus had been the ground ral places, calls him Simon ; apparently 
of the whole former part— i)erhaps of the from having understood “ saying ” in ver. 
whole — of this chapter. We find conse- 34 to refer to the two from Emmaus, and 
quently this account exactly agreeing with referring “ hath appeared 'tthto Simon ” to 
his report afterwards, vv. 23, 24. the present appearance. Epiphanius says 

Joanna was the wife of Chuza, Herod's it was Nathanael ; J'heophylact, St. Luke 
steward, ch. viii. 2. 12.] This verse himself. This may shew what such re- 

cannot well have been interpolated from ports are worth. Wieseler believes the two 
John XX., for the only reason for the inser- to have been, James the son of Alphseus or 
tion would be, to tally with ver. 24, and Clopas or Cleopas (but see above) joumey- 
in that case it certainly would not men- ing with his father y and the appearance on 
tion Peter alone. That Cleopas says, the road to Emmaus to be the same as 
ver. 24, certain of them that were with **tvas seen of James y* 1 Cor. xv. 7. Our 
us went, &c. must not be pressed too narrative seems to have been from the re- 
much, although it does certainly look as port of Cleopas. Emmaus] Josephus 
if he knew of more than one (see note also mentions this Emmaus as sixty furlongs 
there). The similarity in diction to John from Jerusalem. There were Wo other 
XX. 6, 10 — stooping doion he beheld the places of the same name : (1) a town after- 
linen clothes laid by themselves^ and w^ards called Nicopolis, twenty-two Roman 
*^went away homeP being common to the miles from Jerusalem, where Judas Mac- 
two passages) indicates a common origin, cabeus defeated the Syrian general Gor- 
and, if I mistake not, one distinct from the gias : see 1 Macc. iii. 40 - 57. (2) Another 
rest of the narrative in this chapter. Emmaus is mentioned by Josephus as being 

13 — 35.] Jesus appears to two op in front of the sea of Tiberias : and he 
THE DISCIPLES AT Emmaus. Peculiar to adds, that Emmaus means, that there were 
Luke ; — the incident (but from another warm springs there. This was the case 
source) is alluded to in the fragmentary also with the other places of the name, 
addition to Mark xvi. (ver. 12.) IS.J Our Emmaus is now called Cubeibi (?). 

of them, not of the Apostles — the last 16.] Jesus himself, of whom they had 

mentioned were **the eleveny and all the been speaking, drew near to them. Hut 
resty* ver. 9 : see also ver. 22, of us** tliis expression forbids the supposition that 
(“ of our company "). One of them. Ho was here, strictly speaking y in another 
ver. 18, was called Kleopas (equivalent form, »is we find it less precisely expressed 
to Kleopatros, probably a different name in Mark xvi. 12. The reason why they 



446 


ST. LUKE. 


XXIV. 


eyes were holden that they should not know him. ^7 And 
he said unto them, What manner of ® communications are 
these that ye have one ^ to another, as ye walk, g^and are 
sad ? 18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 

answering said unto him, ^ Art thou only a stranger^ in 
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come 
to pass there in these days ? i® And he said unto them. 
What things ? And they said unto him. Concerning 
‘‘Matt.xxhii. Jesus of Xazareth, which was a prophet * mighty in deed 
fv! and word before God and all the people ; 20 k and how the 
k chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned 

Act8 xiii. 27. ^ death, and [} have~\ crucified him. 21 we ^ trusted 
a ch. that it had been he which should have ® redeemed Israel : 

and beside all this, to day is the third day since these 
things were done. 22 Yea, and certain women also of our 


® render^ disputes. ^ render^ with, 

g the reading is doubtful. The Vatican MS. has^ And they stood looking 
sad. ^ render, Dost thou sojoum alone. 

1 omit. ^ literally, hoped. 


did not know Him was (ver. 16), that 
their eyes voere supematurally influenced, 
so that they sonld not} — see also ver. 31. 
No change took place in Rim — nor ap- 
parently in them, beyond a power upon 
them, which prevented the recognition 
just so much as to delay it till aroused 
by the well-known action and manner of 
His breaking the bread. The cause of 
this was the will of the Lord himself, who 
would not be seen by them’ till the time 
when He saw fit. drew near — from 

behind : see ver. 18, where they take Him 
for an inhabitant of Jerusalem. 

17.] He had apparently been walking with 
them some little time before this was 
said. The terra used by our Lord implies 
that they had been disputing with some 
earnestness ; but there is no blame implied 
in the word. Possibly, though both were 
sad, they may have t^en different views : 
— and in the answer of Cleopas we have 
that of the one who was most disposed to 
abandon all hope. 18.] They took 

Him (but we must not think of a peculiar 
dialect as giving that impression) for one 
who had b^n at Jerusalem at the feast 
and asked. Dost than lodge (ecjonm) alone 
at Jenualemt 19—24.] Stier well 

remarks, that the Lord here gives us an in- 
structive example how far, in the wisdom 
of love, we may carry dissimulation, with- 
out speaking untruth, (See the citation 


from Jer. Taylor below, on ver. 29.) He 
does not assert, that he was one of the 
strangers at this feast at Jerusalem, nor 
does He deny that He knew what had been 
done there in those days, but He puts the 
question by, with What things 1 
19. they said unto him] Either, one spoke 
and the other assented; or perhaps each 
spoke, sometimes one and sometimes the 
other; — only we must not break up these 
verses, and allot an imagined portion to 
each. They contain the substance of what 
was said, as the reporter of the incident 
afterwards put it together. which 

was a prophet . . . : see a similar general 
description of Him to the Jewish people. 
Acts ii. 22. They had repeatedly acknow- 
ledged Him as a Prophet : see especially 
Matt. xxi. 11, 46. The phrase '^mighty 
in words and in deeds ” occurs of Moses, 
Acts vii. 22. 20.] The how follows 

on the hast not known, ver. 18. 
our rulers] Therefore the two disciples 
were Jews, not Grecian converts, as some 
have supposed. delivered him, to 

Pilate. 21.] hoped is a word of 

weakened trust, and shrinking from the 
avowal that they ‘believed* this, 
redeemed — in the theocratic sense — in- 
cluding both the spiritual and political 
kingdom; see ch. i. 68, 69, 74, 75, and 
compare Acts i. 6. to day if the third 
day] literally, he ii now in the third 
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company '^made us astonished, which were early at the^^^-^’o 
sepulchre ; ^ and when they found not his body, they 
came, string, that they had also seen a vision of angels, 
which said that he was alive. ^ And certain of them ever. 12. 
which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it 
even so as the women had said : but him they saw not. 

Then he said unto them, 0 ^ fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken : 26 d ought not d ^Act« 

Christ to have .suffered these things, and to “ enter into his “• 
glory ? 27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 

he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning ^himself, 28 And they drew nigh unto thee«ecflen. 


village, whither they went: and 
would have gone further. 29 

1 render^ without understanding. 

^ read, him *. i. e, Christ : see note. 

day: the words are spoken not with- 
out a reference, in the mind of the 
speaker, to His promise of rising on the 
third day. 22.] Yea, and ... or, 

but, moreover— equivalent to ‘certainly, 
thus much has happened, that ' . . . . 
of our company— literally, of us: — ‘dis- 
ciples, as we are.^ The Apostles are dis- 
tinguished presently as certain of them 
which were with us, vcr. 24. 

23.] This agrees exactly with St. Luke’s 
own narrative, but not with St. Matthew’s, 
in which they had seen the Lord Him- 
self. There seems however to be some 
hint that the women had said something 
of having seen the Lord, in the **him 
they saw notf said below of the cer- 
tain of them which were with us.” 

24. certain] See ver. 12 and note. 
It is natural, even in accordance with ver. 
12, that the antithesis to “ certain women ” 
before, and the loose way of speaking to a 
stranger, who (they believed) was not 
acquainted with any among them, might 
cause them here to use this word without 
any reference to Peter being accompanied. 
But what wonder, if the reports of such 
a day of anxiety and confusion were them- 
selves disjoint^ and confused ? 

26.] The word rendered fool* is more 
properly without understanding slow 
of heart, i. e. sluggish— in disposition — 
to believe : these were both shewn in their 
not having apprehended, from the fiilfiL 
ment of the sufferings and death of Christ, 
the sequel of that death, the resurrection. 

26. to have suffered . , . and to 
have entered] The sufferings were the 


he made as though he xHi. 7 . 

, ® Mark vi. 48, 

they ^constrained him, ^ Ac^iJi. w. 
“ render, have entered. 


appointed way by which Christ should 
enter into His glory. It was not the 
entering into His glory, but the svffering, 
about which they wanted persuading. 

27.] beginning belongs to hoih the 
following clauses. A similar expression is 
found Acts iii. 24. He began with Moses 
first ; — He began with eacH 'ds He came to 
them. the things concerning him, 
i. e. concerning Ch^fist, the speaker be- 
ing regarded as a different person. De 
Wette remarks, “It were much to be 
wished that we knew what prophe- 
cies of the death and triumph of Christ 
are here meant. There are hut few that 
point to the subject.” But I take the 
things concerning him to mean some- 
thing very different from mere prophetical 
passages. The whole Scriptures are a 
testimony to Him: the whole history of 
the chosen people, with its types, and its 
law, and its prophecies, is a shewing forth 
of Him : and it was here the whole, — all 
the scriptures,— that He laid out before 
them. This general leading into the mean- 
ing of the whole, as a whole, fulfilled in 
Him, would be much more opportune to 
the place, and time occupied, than a direct 
exposition of selected passages. the 

things oonoeming him is right : not, 
‘the parts concerning Him.’ Ob- 

serve the testimony which this verse gives 
to the divine authority, and the Christian 
interpretation, of the Old Testament 
Scriptures : so that the denial of the re- 
ferences to Clirist’s death and glory in 
the 0. T. is henceforth nothing less than 
a denial of His own teacMng. 
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saying, Abide with us : for it is toward evening, and the 
day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with tnem, he 
® “took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 

And their eyes were opened, and they knew him ; and 
vanished out of their sight. 32 they said one to 
another. Did not our heart burn within us, while he 
® talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures P 33 And they rose up the same hour, and 
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, 34* saying, The 


c 1 Cor. XV. 6. Lord is risen indeed, 

® render i 

29. they constrained him] It is not 

implied that He said any thing to in- 
dicate that He would go further— but 
simply, that He was passing on. “Our 
blessed Saviour pretended that He would 
pass forth beyond Emmaus; but if He in- 
tended not to do it, yet He did no injury 
to the two disciples, for whose good it was 
that He intended to make this offer : and 
neither did He prevaricate the strictness of 
simplicity and sincerity, because they were 
persons with whom He had made no con- 
tracts ; to wh^Ui He had passed no obliga- 
tion; and in the nature of the thing, it 
is proper and natural| by an offer, to give 
an occasion to another to do a good action : 
and in case it succeeds not, then to do 
what we intended nob; and so the offer 
was conditional.” Jer. Taylor, Sermon on 
Christian Simplicity. Works (Heber), vi. 
156. with UB does not impljyr that 
they lived at Emmaus; merely in the 
same quarters with us. 30.] I be- 
lieve that there was something in the 
manner of His breaking the bread, and 
helping and giving it to them, which was 
his own appointed means of opening their 
^es to the recognition of Him. Hut we 
must not suppose any reference to, much 
less any celebration of, the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. Neither of these dis- 
ciples was present at its institution (but 
see Wieseler’s conjecture, which is at all 
events worth consideration, in note on 
ver. 13); and certainly it had never been 
celebrate since. With this simple con- 
sideration will fall to the ground all that 
Komanists have built on this incident, 
even to making it a defence of administra- 
tion in one kind only. The analogy of 
such a breaking and giving with His in- 
stitution of that holy ordinance becomes 
lost, when we force the incident into an 


®and hath appeared to Simon, 
spoke to us. 

example of the ordinance itself. The Lord 
at their meal takes on Him the office of 
the master of the house (which alone 
would shew that it was not their house, 
but an inn), perhaps on account of the 
superior place which His discourse had 
won for Him in their estimation and as 
the Jewish rule was, that “three eating 
together were bound to give thanks,” 
He fulfils tliis duty. In doing so, perhaps 
the well-known manner of His taking 
bread, &c., perhaps the marks of the nails 
in His hands, then first noticed, or these 
together, as secondary means, — but cer- 
tainly His own will a^ permission to he 
seen hy them, opened tlieir eyes to know 
Him. 31.] he vanished out of their 

sight does not imply His Body to have 
remained, though invisible to them: but 
plainly indicates in the original, besides 
the supernatural disappearance, a real ob- 
jective removal from them. 32.] ‘ Was 

there not something heart-kindling in His 
discourse by the way, which would have 
led us to suppose that it was none but the 
Lord Himself?’ not that they did sup- 
pose it, — but the words are a sort of self- 
reproach for not having done so. Com- 
pare Matt. vii. 29. he spoke to us, 

not merely, ‘ vMh us* as A. V. : it was not 
80 much a talking with them, as a dis- 
course delivered to them, 83.] “ They 
have now no fear of the journey at night, 
from which they before dissuaded their un- 
known companion.” Bengel., The whole 
eleven were not there — Thomas was not 
present. Some have derived an argument 
from this incompleteness in their number, 
for the second of the travellers being also 
an Apostle ; see above on ver. 13. 

Who them that were with them are, we 
learn from Acts i. 14. 84.] This 

appearance to Simon (i. e. Peter — the 
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And they told what things were done in the way, and 
how he was known of them in P Breaking of bread, 

36 Anft as they thus spake, ^ Jesm himself ^ stood in the dicor.xv.s. 
midst of them, and saith unto them. Peace be unto you. 

37 ljut they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they ^ had seet^ ®a spirit. 38 }ie g^id unto them, eMarnvi.49 
Why are ye troubled ? and why do ® thoughts arise in your 
hearts ? 39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I 

myself: "^hancl^e me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have. ^ And when he had thus 
spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. And 
while they yet believed not for and wondered, he 

said unto them, * Have ye here any meat ? And they g Johnixi.5. 
gave him a piece of a broiled fish[, ^and of an honey- 


^ read, he. 

® render, reasonings. 
i, e, food. 

authorities : see note. 


P render, his breaking. 

^ render, beheld, 
t render, their joy. 

^ omitted hy almost all the ancient 

other Simon would not be thus named 
without explanation ; see ch. v. 3 ff.) is 
only hinted at here — but is asserted again, 
1 Cor. XV. 5, in immediate connexion with 
that which here follows. It is not clear 
whether it took place before or after that 
on the way to Einmaus. 36.] And they 
— the travellers, distinguished from the 
others — not * they also,' for thus we should 
leave the clause without a copula, 
known of them in his breaking of bread] 
That this should have been so, does not 
exclude the supernatural opening of their 
eyes : see above, on ver. 31. 

36 — 49.] Appearance op Jesus to 
THE disciples. Mark xvi. 14. John xx. 
19 — 23. The identity of these appearances 
need hardly be insisted on. On St. Markus 
narrative, see notes there. That of St. 
John presents no difficulties, on one sup- 
position, — that he had not seen this of St. 
Luke. The particulars related by him are 
mostly additional, but not altogether so. 

36.] stood in the midst of them — 
while they were speaking of these things, 
— possibly not entirely crediting the ac- 
count, as seems hinted at in Mark xvi. 13, 
— the Lord appeared, the doors being shut, 
in the midst (John xx. 19 and notes). 

Peace be unto you, the ordinary 
Jewish salutation, see ch. x. 5, but of more 
than ordinary meaning in the mouth of 
the Lord: see John xiv. 27. 87,] 

On account of His sudden appearance, and 
the likeness to one whom they knew to 
VOL. I. 


have been dead. a spirit is a ghost 
or spectre— vca appearance of the dead to 
the living; not exactly as a phantasm," 
Matt. xiv. 26, which might have been any 
appearance of a 8upernatui*%l kind. 

88.] Not merely ‘ thoughts,' as A. V., but 
reasonings, questionings. 39.] There 
seems to be some doftbt whether the refer- 
ence to His hands and feet were on ac- 
count of the marks of the nails, to prove 
His identity, — or as being the uncovered 
parts of His body, and to prove His cor- 
poreity. Both views seem supported by 
the text, and I think both were united. 
The sight of the Hands and Feet, which 
they recognized as His, might at once 
convince them of the reality of the appear- 
ance, and the identity of the Person. The 
account of St, John confirms the idea that 
He shewed them the marks of the nails, 
both by His side being added, and by the 
expressions of Thomas which followed. The 
same seems also implied in our ver. 40. 

The assertion of the Lord must not 
be taken as representing merely ‘ the popu- 
lar notion concerning spirits* (Dr. Buri»n) ; 
He who is the Truth, does not speak thus 
of that which He knows, and has created. 
He declares to us the truth, that those ap- 
pearances to which He was now likened by 
the disciples, and spirits in general, have 
not flesh and bones. Observe flesh and 
hones — but not hlood. This the resurrec- 
tion Body probably had nott — as being the 
animal W/b see notes on John vi. 51, 
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hActix.4i. comb], ^^And be took it, and did eat before tbem. 
^ And be said unto tbeni, These are ^ the words wbicb I 
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that ali things 
must be fulMed, which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning jne. 
lActojviLa. 4>5 Then opened he their understanding, that they might 
aS lui*88. iinderstand the scriptures, ^ and said unto them, Thus it 
^ is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise 

wl third day : and that repentance and 

^remission of sins should be preached in his name among 
^ i?. 28 . ' all y nations, beginning at Jerusalem. ^ [^And"] ^ye are 
witnesses of these things. And, “behold, I send the 

^ read, my. 

* read, Thus it is written that Christ should suffer, and should . . 

y render, the nations. * omit, 

and John xx. 27. 42.] This was done to a saying not recorded. This three- 

further to convince them of his real cor- fold division of the 0. T. is the ordinary 
poreity. The omission of the words and Jewish one, into the Law, Prophets, and 
of an honeycomb in the best MSS. is re- Hagiographa, — the first containing the 
markable: see var. readd. It may possibly Pentateuch; — the second Joshua, Judges, 
have arisen from an idea in some tran- the four books of Kings, and the Prophets, 
scriber that this meal is the same as that except Daniel ; — the third the Psalms, and 
in John xxi. 9. The words could hardly all the rest of the canonical books : — 
have been an interpolation. 44.] Daniel, Esther, Ezra, and Nehemiah being 

Certainly, frofh the form of the beginning reckoned as one book, and the Chronicles 
of this verse, which implies immediate closing the canon. 47.] The sub- 

sequence, St. Luke, the time of writing stance of the preaching of the Gospel lite- 
his Gospel, was not in possession of records rally corresponded to this description — 
of any GaUlasan appearances of the Lord, see Acts ii. 38 ; ** Repent, and he baptized 
nor indeed of any later than this one. That every one of you in the name of Jesue 
he corrects this in Acts i., shews him mean- Christ for the remission of sins,”— were 
time to have become acquainted with some the words of the first sermon preached at 
other sources of information, not however Jerusalem. 48. ye] From what follows, 
perhaps including the Galilsean appear- Acts i. 22, if these words are to be taken 
ances. The following discourse appa- in their strict sense, they must have been 
rently contains a summary of many things spoken only to the Apostles ; — they may 
said during the last forty days before the however have been more general, and said 
ascension j — they cannot have been said to all present. 49.] This promise is 
on this evening ; — for after the command explained (Acts i. 5) to be the baptism 
in ver. 49, the disciples would not have with the Holy Ghost,— vcod. the time is 
gone away into Galilee. Whether the limited to * not many days hence.' 
Evangelist regarded it as a summary, is 1 send (the I is emphatic)] The proces- 
to me extremely doubtful. Knowing ap- sion of the Holy Spirit from the Son is 
parently of no GaliJasan appearances, he clearly here declared, as well as that from 
seems to relate the command of ver. 49, the Father. And consequently we find St; 
both here and in the Acts, as intended to Peter, in Acts ii. 83, referring back to 
apply to the whole time between the Be- these very words, in ascribing the out- 
surrection and the Ascension. These pouring of the Spirit to the now exalted 
are my words . , . i. e. ' behold the reali- Saviour. In that verse, the ** I ” of this 
zation of My words,' &c, which I is filled up by " being by the right hand of 

spake: 8^ ch. xviii. 81 — 33; xxii. 37; God exalted” — the proper supplement of 
Matt. xxvi. 56 al. ; but doubtless He had it here also. The promise itself is not 
often said things to them on these matters, found in the three Gospels, but expressly 
which have not been recorded for us. So and frequently in John xiv. — xvi. : see 
in John x. 25, we have perhaps a reference xiv. 16—26; xv. 26; xvi. 7—11, 13, 14. 
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promise of my Father upon you : but tarry ye in the city 
[** of Jerusalem^ until ye be ^ endued with power from 
on highs And he led them out “as far as to Bethany, nAotii.ii. 
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them, o And it 

can^e to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from f7g:'Eph:°‘“ 
them, and carried* up into heaven, ^or- py^' “viu. 

shipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy : 

and were continually ^in the temple, praising and 
blessing God. P Amen.] 

** omit, * rendeTy clothed. ^ omitted hy several ancient authorities. 


The present, I send, is not equiva- 
lent to a foture, but implies that the 
actual work is done, and the state brought 
in, by which that sending is accomplished j 
— viz. the giving of the “ all power in 
heaven and ea/rthy' Matt, xxviii. 18. 

The words “ of Jerusalem ” have proba- 
bly been interpolated by some who, be- 
lieving these words to represent the 
Galilsean discourse, placed it here for an 
explanation : or perhaps Acts i. 4 gave 
occasion to it. This command must have 
been (historically) uttered after the return 
from Galilee : see above. be clothed 
with] The verb here has its full meaning, 
of abiding upon and characterizing y as a 
garment does the person. This, as Stier 
remarks, was the true and complete 
clothing of the nakedness of the Fall. 

60.] The Ascension appears to be 
related as taking place after the above 
words were spoken — but there is an un- 
certainty and want of specification about 
the narrative, which forbids us to conclude 
that it is intended as following imme- 
diately upon them. This however can 
only be said as taking the other Gospels 
and Acts i. into account ; if we had none 
but the Gospel of St. Luke we should 
certainly say that the Lord ascended 
after the appearance to the Apostles 
and otherSy on the evening of the day 
of Mis resurrection. he led them 

out, i. e. probably, from the words " in 
the city** just having occurred, out- 
side Jerusalem : but the ** out ** might 
only apply to the house in which they 
were : see Matt. xxvi. 75. as 

far as to Bethany — not quite to the 
village itself, but over the brow of the 
Mount of Olives, where it descends on 
Bethany : see Acts i. 12. (The synony- 
inousness of these two expressions may 
shew that the same is meant, when, Mark 
xi. 11, our Lord is said to have gone out at 
night to Bethany y and Luke^xi. 37, to the 
Mount of Olives.) 51.] he was 


parted from them — not, * Re went a little 
distance from them previous to Ris ascen- 
siony— 2 ^ Meyer would interpret it; but 
the two verbs belong to one and the same 
incident, — he was parted from them and 
borne up into heaven. We need not un- 
derstand, ^by an angel* ox* by a cloud;* 
the absolute passive is best. The 
tense is imperfecty signifying the co»- 
tinuance of the going up during the 
** worshipping ** of the next verse. 

The more particular account of the Ascen- 
sion is given Acts i. 9—12, where see 
notes, lliat account is in perfect ac- 
cordance with this, but supplementary to 
it. 52. they worshipped him] This 
had been done before by th<)*ivomen. Matt, 
xxviii. 9, and by the disciples on the 
mountain in Galilee. > This however was a 
more solemn act of worship, now paid to 
Him as exalted to God’s right hand. 

63.] continually,— not ‘ all their 
time;’— daily, at the hours of prayer : see 
Acts i. 13, 14 ; iii. 1. 

A few words must be appended here in 
vindication of the ciecumstances of 
THE Ascension. To those who doubt 
the fact of an Ascension at ally I have 
nothing to say, standing as 1 do alto- 
gether on different ground from them. 

The Lord Rimself foretold His 
Ascension, John vi. 62; xx. 17:— it was 
immediately after His disappearance from 
the earth expressly announced by the 
ApostleSy Acts ii. 33, 34 ; v. 31 : — con- 
tinued to be an article of their preaching 
and teachingy 1 Pet. iii. 22 ; Eph. ii. 6 ; 
iv. 10 ; 1 Tim. iii. 16. So far should we 
have been assured of it, even had we not 
possessed the testimonies of St. Luke, here 
and in the Acts : — for the fragment super- 
added to the Gospel of St. Mark merely 
states tl^ fact y not the manner of it. But, 
to take first the d priori view,— w it pro- 
bable that our Lord would have left so 
weighty a fcbct in Ris history on ea/rthy 
without witnesses I And might we not 
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have concluded from the wording of ^John 
vi. 62, that our Lord must have intended 
an asc^sion in the sight of some of those 
to whom Eespolcet and that the Evangelist 
himself gives that hint, hg recording those 
words wBhmt comment, that he had seen 
it? Then again, is there any thing 
in the bodily state of our Lord after His 
Resurrection, which raises any even the 
least difficulty here? He appeared sud- 
denly, and vanished suddenly, when He 
pleased : — when it pleased Him, He ate. 
He spoke, He walked ; but his Body was 
the Body of the Resurrection; — only not 
yet his Body of Olory (Phil, iii. 21), 
because He had not yet assumed that 
glory : but that He could assume it, and 
did assume it at his Ascension, will be 
granted by all who believe in Him as the 
Son of God. So that it seems, on d priori 
grounds, probable that, granted the fact 
of the Ascension, it did take place in some 
such manner as our accounts relate: — in 
the sight of the disciples, and hy the up- 
lifting of the risen Body of the Lord 
towards that which is to those on this 
earth the visible heaven. This being 

so, let us now, secondly, regard the matter 
d posteriori. We possess two accounts of 


the circumstances of this Ascension, written 
by the same person, and that person a con- 
temporary of the Apostles themselves. Of 
the genuineness of these accounts there 
never was a doubt. How improbable that 
St. Luke should have related what any 
Apostles, or apostolic persons, might have 
contradicted ? How improbable thaf the 
universal Churchf founded by those who 
are said to have been eye-witnesses of this 
event, should have received these two ac- 
counts as authentic, if they were not so ? 
That these accounts themselves are never 
referred to in the EpTstles, is surely no 
argument against them. If an occasion 
had arisen, such as necessitated the writing 
of 1 Cor. XV.. there can be little doubt that 
St. Paul would have been as particular in 
the circumstances of the Ascension, as he 
has been in those of the Resurrection. The 
fact is, that by far the greatest difficulty 
remains to be solved by those who can 
imagine a myth or fiction on this subject 
to have arisen in the first age of the 
Church. Such a supposition is not more 
repugnant to our Christian faith and 
reverence, than it is to common sense and 
historical consistency. 
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rules have been omitted or simplified. 
Every thing has been done which the 
long experience of the editor, or the 
practice of his friends in their own 
schools, has shown to be desirable. 

At the same time, no pains have 
been spared to do this without altering 
in any way the character of the work, 
or making it inconvenient to use it 
side by side with copies of the last 
edition. 


Parish Musings; or, Devotional Poems. 

By JOHN S. B. MONSELL, LL.D., 

Vicar of Egliam, Surrey, and Rural Dean. 

^ixth Edition, elegantly printed in Antique Type. 

Small 8vo. 2^. 6c?. 

Also a cheap Edition, price sewed, or 1^. Gc?. in limp cloth. 


The New Testament of onr Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, 

in the Original Greek. With Notes, Introductions, 
and Indexes. 

By CHR. WORDSWORTH, D.D., 

Canon of Westminster. 

New Edition, In Two Vols. Imperial 8vo. 4/. 

Or, separately. 

Part I. — The Four Gospels. New Ndition. \l. Is. 

Part II. — The Acts. New Edition. 10^. Qd. 

Part III. — The Epistles of St. Paul. New Edition, 11. 11^. 6d. 

Part IV. — The General Epistles and Book of Revelation ; with Indexes. 
New Edition, 11, Is. 



PAMPHLETS LATELY PUBLISHED 


MESSRS. RIYINGTON. 


A Pastoral Letter addressed to the Clergy and Laity of his Pro- 

vince. Bf Charles Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury. 8vo. 6d. 

Four Sermons on Subjects of the Day, preached in the Church of 
St. John the Evangelist, Paddington. With a Preface on the Oxford 
Declaration. Ily Edward Meyrick Goulbnm, D.D., Prebendary of St. Paul’s, 
Chaplain to the llishop of Oxford, and one of Her Majesty’s Chaplains in 
Ordinary. Small 8vo. Is, 6d, 

The Oxford Declaration. A Letter to the Eev. W. E. Fremantle 
and the Oxford Committee. By llobert Anchor Thompson, M.A., Master of 
the Hospital of St. Mary-the-Virgin, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 8vo. Is, 

The ^\2jole Counsel of God: or, the Duty of the Clergy as 
Teachers of the People, with particular reference to the recent Jud^nent 
in the ease of “ Essays and Reviews.” A Sermon preached in the Abbey 
Church of St. Mary, Sherborne, on the Second Sunday in Lent, Feb. 21, 
1864, at the General Ordination of the Lord Bishop of Salisbury. By 
Henry Parry Liddon, M.A., Student of Christ Church; one of the Select 
Preachers at Oxford; and Examining Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of 
Salisbury. Published by request. 8vo. Is. 

On the Inspiration of the Old Testament : a Sermon p^jached at 
the Special Evening Service in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, Jan, 10, 
1864. By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Canon of Westminst^. 12mo. 2c?. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of St. David’s, 
by Connop Thirlwall, D.D., Bishop of St. David’s, at his Eighth Visitation, 
October, 1863. Second JSdition, 8vo. ^s. 

Two Letters to Ilis Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, on the 
Origin and Progress of the Ecclesiastical Commission. Published by desire 
of His Grace. Fifth Edition, 8vo. \s. 

Clerical Subscription considered; in a Letter to Henry Hoare, Esq., 

from the Archdeacon of London. Second Edition. 8vo. 6c?. 

Clerical Subscription and the Act of Uniformity: a Sermon 
preached before the University of Oxford, on Sexagesima Sunday, Jan. 31, 
1864. By the Rev. T. E. Espin, B.D., Professor of Pastoral Theology, 
Queen’s College, Binningham; Rector of Hadleigh, Essex, and Rural 
Dean. With Notes. 8vo. Is. 

The Politics of Churchmen. 8vo. 1^. 

Tlie Spiritual Wants of the Metropolis and its Suburbs. A Letter 
to the Laity of the Diocese of .London, by the Right Hon. and Right Rev. 
Archibald Campbell, Lord Bishop of London. With a Statement by the 
Executive Committee of “ The Bishop of London’s Fund.” Id, 

Statistics as to the Eeligious Condition of London, ascertained by 
Inquiries in Connexion with the Bishop of London’s Fund, for providing 
for the Spiritual Wants of the Metropolis and its Suburbs. 8vo. 2d. 
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London Dens and Mission Work among them. A Lecture by the 
Rev. W. Reyner Cosens, M.A., Secretary of the Additional burates’ 
Society. 4d. 

The Bishop of London’s Fund : a Letter to the Bishop of London. 

By a London Clergyman. 8vo. 6c?. ■ 

Give God His Tenth : the way to Lay by in Stofb for ends at th^ 
time specially sought through the Bishop of London’s Fund: a Sermon, 
preached in the District-Parish Church of St. Paul, Avenue-road, on 
Sunday, January 31, 1864. By 'i'homas Williamson Peile, D.D., Incumbent 
of that District-Parish. 8vo. 1«. , 

An Easy Method of Augmenting Small Endowments : a Letter to 
His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. By the Rev. W. R. Bowditch, 
B.A., F.C.S., Incumbent of St. Andrew’s, Wakefield. 8vo. 1*. 

The Church Movement of our Days : a Sermon, preached in the 
Kave of Wells Cathedral, on Tuesday, Sept. 22, 1863, at the Annual Meeting 
of the Diocesan Societies. By Henry Alford, D.D., Dean of Canterbury. 
Published by request of the Meeting. Price 

The Burial Service Question. A Statement of the Case, in favour 
of a Restoration of Corrective Discipline, from the Evidence of Holy Scrip- 
ture, the Church, and Reason. 8vo. Is, 6d, <■ 

Reasons for Altering Cei^tain Expressions in the Burial Service, 
considered in a Speech addressed to the Convocation of the Northern Pro- 
vince. With a Prefatory Letter to the Prolocutor. By the Rev. E. J. 
Randolph, Proctor for the Archdeaconry of Cleveland. 8vo. 1^. 

But isn’t Kingsley Right after all ? A Letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Newman from the Rev. F. Meyrick, M.A., late Fellow and Tutor of Trinity 
Coll^^, Oxford. 8vo. 6d, 

The Sacraments of the Gospel. Two Sermons, preached in Ripon 
Cathedral, oh Jan. 3 and Jan. 17, 1864. By the Ven. Archdeacon Dodgson, 
M.A., Canon in Residence. With a Full Account of the Proceedings of Dr. 
Goode, Dean of Ripon, respecting them; and the whole Correspondence 
relative thereto, which has passed between him and the Author, Second 
Edition, 8vo. 1 j. Qd, 

Spiritual Nourishment. Three Sermons on the Holy Communion. 
By the Rev, Chr. Cookson, B.D., Vicar of Dallington, Northamptonshire, 
late Fellow and Tutor of St. John’s College, Oxford. 12mo. limp cloth. Ij. 

Who told thee ? A Sermon respecting the Claims of the Roman 
Catholic Church; with Notes. By the Rev. H. J. Pye, M.A., Rector of 
Clifton Campville. Dedicated, by permission, to the Lord Bishop of Lich- 
field. Small 8vo. Is, in limp cloth. 

Science and Faith ; a Poem. By W. F. H., Chaplain to the Forces. 

Small 8vo. Ij*. 6d. in limp cloth. 

A Digest of the Law and Progress of the Church-Rate Question. 
By S. Tenison Mosse, A.M., Vicar of Buckland, Dover. Second Edition^ 
enlarged, 8vo. ^d. 

Scheme for a Harvest Home ; with full details as to Management, 
Quantities of Provisions, Estimated Cost, and other useful Suggestions and 
Facts, universally applicable. By the Rector of Frittendon, Kent. 
18mo. 4c?. 


RIVINGTONS, LONDON AND OXFORD. 



TRACTS 

ON CONFIRMATION, THE SACRAMENTS, THE CHURCH 
‘ CATECHISM, AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 


The Bite of Confinaation Explained. By the Rev. D. J. Eyre, M.A., Sub-Dean 
• of Sarum. Price 4<i., or 3«. Qd, x)er dozen. 

Questions and Answers on Confirmation. By W. F. Hook, D.D., Dean of 
Chichester. Price 2c?., or 15#. per 100. 

A Plain Catcckism before Confirmation. By the Ven. Archd. Dodgson, MA. 2d. 

Manual on Confirmation. By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D. Is. 

On the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. By the Plain Man's Friend. Price 4d. 

A Companion to the Lord's Supper. By the same Author. Sd. bound. 

The Happy Communicant ; or, the Soldier Armed. A true Story. By the Rev. 
John James, D.D., Canon of Peterborough. IMce 3<?., or 2s. (yd. per dozen. 

The Benefit of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper Explained. By Edward 
Burton, D.D. Price 2d., or 15^. per 100. 

Plain Remarks on Infant Baptism and Confirmation. By W. J. Edge, M.A. 3d. 

Infant Stories on Holy Baptism, the Visitation of the Sick, and the Burial of the 
DoA. By a Lady. Price 4d. 

The Infant Christian’s First Catechism. By Mrs. Parry, of Barbados. Price 
3d., or 2^. fid. per dozen. 

It is Written ; or, the Catechism teaching from Scripture ; a Manual in Question 
and Answer. By the Rev. C. J. Heathcotc, M.A. fid., or 5^. per dozen. 

Help and Comfort for the Sick Poor. By the Author of “ Sickness : its Trials 
and Blessings." New Edition, in large print. 1^. 

“ It is well with the child or, Reasons for Resignation under the loS^of Beloved 
Children. By the Rev. Edmund Tew, B.A., Rector of Patching, Sussex, fid. 

Eyes and Ears ; or, the History of one who was Deaf and BHnd. Price 2d., or 
25 for 35. fid. 

Blindness ; its Trials and Blessings. By the Author of “ Eyes and Ears," 2d., 
or 25 for 35. fid. 

Child -Angels ; a Tale. 2d. 

The Cottage Bee-Hive. Mce 3d., or 25. fid. per dozen. 

An Exhortation to the Lord's Day. By the Ven. R. W. Evans, M.A., Arch- 
deacon of Westmoreland. Price I 5 . fid. 

How Lent may be kept both by Rich and by Poor. By the Rev. C. E. Kenna- 
way. Price 2d., or one dozen and a half for 25. fid. 

Waiting through the Weary Day : a Few Thoughts for the Hurried and Hard- 
working, offered to them by their Friend and Sister, Lady Cliarlotte-Maria 
Pepys. Second Edition, in large print. Price I 5 . sewed, or l5.fid. in limp cloth. 

The Cliristian Servant Warned : being the substance of a Village Sermon. By 
the Rev. Francis Phillott, M.A. Price fid. 

Pastoral Counsels to Servants. By the late Rev. Henry Pritchanl, B.D. 4d. 

Advice to a Public School Boy. By the Rev. F. Poynder, M.A. 18mo. Price fid. 

The Holy Bible the One Design of One Eternal Mind. By the Rev, David 
Laing, M.A., Incumbent of Trinity, St. Pancras. Price I 5 . 

Brief History of the Book of Common Prayer. By the same Author. Price I5. 

An Explanation of Dr. Watts's Hymns, in Question and Answer. Price 8d., or 
75. per dozen. 

Miscellaneous Dictation Exercises, for Evening Schools. 2d., or 155. per 100. 



PEEIOBICALS 

PUBLISHED BT 

MESSRS. RIVINGTON. 


The Colonial Church Chronicle, and*li![issionary 

Journal. 

Published Monthly, price Sixpence. 


The Church Institution Circular. 

Monthly, price One Penny. 


The Church Builder, 

an Illustrated Journal of Church Extension ; 
published in connexion with the Incorporated Society 
for Promoting the Enlargement, Building, and liepairh.g of 
Churches and Chapels in England and Wales. 
Quarterly, price 3d. 


Church-Work among the Masses, 

in conneiaon with the London Diocesan Church Building Society. 
I^ew Series. Published Six times a Year, at 2d. 

The Home Mission Field of the Church of England; 

in connexion with the Additional Curates’ Society. 
Quarterly, price Id. 


MESSRS. RIVINGTON 

are Agents for the sale of the 

Bibles and Prayer Books, and the other Publications 

of the CAMBEIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
Catalogues may he had gratis. 


The Publications of the Anglo-Continental Society 

may now be had of 

MESSES. EIVINGTON, LONDON AND OXPOED. 

Lists may be had on application. 






